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EXPLANATORY 


It  is  with  a  feeling  of  humility  that  we  herein  undertake  to  record  the  history 
of  our  ancestry  in  book  form.  The  task  has  been  tremendous  and  we  feel  our  best 
effort  has  not  been  adequate  to  encompass  the  scope  of  the  project.  Limitations  of 
time,  expense  and  talent  have  been  factors  in  production.  Our  aim  has  been  lofty 
which  in  turn  has  caused  our  goal  to  become  elusive,  however,  our  attempt  has 
been  sincere  and  has  not  been  without  reward.  We  wish  to  refer  the  reader  to  words 
written  by  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson  in  his  foreword,  "think  only  of  my  good  inten¬ 
tions  and  not  of  my  deficiencies." 

In  gathering  and  documenting  the  material  herein,  we  are  mindful  of  inad¬ 
vertent  inequities  in  references,  especially  as  concerns  those  who  are  united  to  this 
lineage  through  the  sacred  institution  of  marriage.  In  these  pages  it  was  not  the  intent 
to  avert  or  minimize  the  contribution  of  those  "grafted"  into  this  bloodstream  who 
implant  greater  wisdom,  strength  and  beauty  to  the  new  branches  in  our  family  tree. 

We  commit  this  volume  to  all  who  have  joined  this  heritage,  if  the  reading  of 
it  shall  lead  to  a  better  understanding  and  appreciation  of  grandfather  Gustaf 
Reinhold  Carlson's  purpose  we  shall  feel  that  our  objective  has  been  reached. 


Y»0TAMAJqX3 

otU  bi03!».  Of  I»)lciti5bnu  nisioH  ew  foWt  ytHimurf  o  ritiw  ti  H 

t2od  1UO  9W  bno  auobnotno^l  naad  /orf  >bot  sriT  .mio?  jJood  ni  ivio  »o 

znoitofimiJ  .tsojoiq  :>Ht  io  aqoM  odt  zaeofm-ono  ot  etoupsbo  nood  for.  toH  ho«» 
yrto!  naod  /oH  mio  luO  .^oibuboK^  ni  ciotoo}  oimkI  evoH  tnalot  bno  Mnoqxo  .twnit 
iofi  fqmorto  tuo  .isvowoH  .avbuio^,  omoasd  ol  loog  luc  bo^voj  eoH  nwt  ni  Haiiiw 
ibicvy  Ol  labuai  oHt  ot  Hdw  aW  .biD-//a,  tuodliw  naad  Ion  ^of^  bno  waonb  naad 
-nstni  booe  x"»  \ffto  jlnlHr  ,biow»io^  zid  rri  nofilio:)  bloWniofl  ^oIzuO  yd  noltiiw 

^.eoiontti^ifab  \m  ^  Ion  bno  znoil 

-boni  lo  lulbnim  aio  aw  .nbiad  lohalom  edt  feoitnamwob  ^bno  onNadtoQ  ni 
dHt  of  batinu  oio  oHw  azoHt  zniaonoD  zo  ylbiooqza  jaonotaHi  ni  zaitiupeni  tnanay 
tnatn.  adf  ton  zow  tl  zagcq  azadt  nl  •eoioom  k)  f.onutitznl  bowo*  adt  dgoovlt  apotMnt 
oriw  mooitzbcoid  ziHt  otni  "baHo^e^'  9^oHi  »o  noi.udirtno.  adt  aiiminitn  k>  two  ot 
,^0,1  >uo  ni  earbnmd  wan  adt  ot  ytuoad  bno  Htgnaitz  .mobdw  taioanB  tnolqmi 

io  Qoiboa,  adt  »i  ,aco«-i9a  zidt  by,;ioj  avod  odw  Ho  ot  9<r.ulov  ddt  timmoa  aW 
bUuO  .adtolbiiD.g  b  noitoiaaiqqo  bno  gnibnotzi^bnu  lattad  o  ol  boal  ltod«  ii 
.b-^daoai  f»aad  zod  avifaajdo  luo  fodt  (aa<  llo«ii  ,vy  azoq,oq  »'no»lioD  bloHnioR 
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BISHOP  PLTRUS  JONAP  (i539-1607) 

Instructor  1568-72  ....  professor  1573-81  at  Uppsala  University 
Elevated  to  the  office  of  Bishop  in  1586.  Note  emblems  of 
TRINITY  (three  point  star)  and  EVIL  (serpent). 


! 

As  translated  from  photostated 
copy  of  paije  103  of  MEN  AND 
WOMEN  OF  S  WEDEN  ,  a  pub¬ 
lished  work  comprised  of  eight 
volumes.  The  above  Is  supple¬ 
mented  by  other  information 
found  in  the  biographic  section 
of  the  Swedish  dictionary. 

Petrus  Jonae  (Helsinglus) ,  a  bishop,  died  at  Strangnas  December  4, 
1607;  he  was  bom  in  1539  in  Helslngland,  a  province  of  Sweden  bordering 
on  the  coast  150  miles  north  of  Stockholm.  In  the  year  1562  ,  Petrus  Jonae 
was  enrolled  at  the  University  of  Rostock  in  Germany,  subsequently  in 
1568,  he  taught  at  the  University  of  Uppsala  in  Sweden.  In  1573  Petrus 
Jonae  was  made  a  professor  of  theology  and  became  a  staunch  defender  of 
the  new  Lutheran  Orthodoxy.  Possessing  great  patience  and  fortitude  in 
conjunction  with  his  convictions ,  he  worked  zealously  for  the  propagation 
of  the  new  faith;  however,  his  tenacity  aroused  the  ire  of  King  John  III 
who  still  favored  the  Roman  Catholic  service. 

Through  sermons  and  public  declarations  of  differences  with  Kloster- 
lasse,  Fecht  and  other  Jesuits,  controversies  arose  among  factions  of  the 
clergy.  Much  of  the  confusion  stemmed  from  the  attitude  of  the  King  who 
thought  the  new  liturgy  was  too  drab  and  simple  as  compared  to  the  color¬ 
ful  and  pompous  ceremonies  of  the  Roman  Church.  In  consequence  of 
bitterness  attributed  to  the  zealousness  of  Petrus  Jonae,  the  archbishop 
ordered  him  to  stop  propagating  the  Early  Church  Doctrine,  at  the  same 
time  the  King  placed  him  under  arrest  and  contemplated  sending  him  into 
exile  near  the  Black  Sea. 

At  a  parliament  meeting  at  Stockholm  in  February,  1577,  seeking 
to  resolve  differences  in  the  two  faiths,  the  King  heard  arguments  of  the 
clergy  relative  to  the  release  of  Petrus  Jonae  and  he  reluctantly  gave  his 
consent.  Petrus  Jonae  resumed  his  position  at  Uppsala  University,  but 
the  reinstatement  was  of  short  duration. 

A  year  later  the  feud  between  Petrus  Jonae  and  Klosterlasse  and  the 
other  Jesuits  was  renewed  causing  the  latter  to  complain  to  the  King  again. 
The  King  in  turn  became  infuriated  and  directed  that  Petrus  Jonae  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned.  Judgment  was  passed  and  the  unwavering 
Christian  warrior  was  sentenced  to  banishment  in  the  Baltic  province  of 
Estonia,  to  a  remote  place  near  the  Russian  border.  While  waiting  for  the 
infliction  of  this  penalty,  Petrus  Jonae  escaped  to  the  Dukedom  of  the 
King's  younger  brother,  Duke  Charles.  The  wife  of  Petrus  Jonae  gave 
the  Duke  a  dramatic  account  of  their  experiences  and  found  he  was  in 
accord  with  their  Ideals  .  Still  apprehensive  of  his  safety  from  the  clutches 
of  King  John,  Petrus  Jonae  sought  further  security  at  the  neighboring  estate 
of  Bohus ,  and  later  sought  asylum  at  Lubeck  in  Germany. 

In  1583,  Petrus  Jonae  returned  to  Nykoping  in  the  Dukedom  of 
Charles  and  two  years  later  was  appointed  Vicar  for  that  metropolis. 
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ctalofl  tt2i  /i  .m»l>owS  iti  rJdaqqV  Ic  yii  ;i'J3vi4ilf  o4>  t^otiS  ad  »Ba2I 
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During  the  year  1585,  the  office  of  Bishop  for  the  parish  of  Strangnas 
became  vacated  prompting  Duke  Charles  to  sponsor  his  friend  for  the 
position.  King  John,  upon  learning  that  Petrus  Jonae  had  been  proposed 
to  fill  the  office,  became  furious  and  threatened  all  with  reprisal  who 
would  take  part  in  the  act.  Disregarding  the  admonitions  of  his  brother, 
Duke  Charles  was  successful  in  consummating  the  elevation  of  the  Vicar, 
Petrus  Jonae,  as  the  ecclesiastical  head  of  the  diocese. 

By  the  year  1586  the  new  liturgy  had  general  acceptance,  but  the 
imprint  of  500  years  under  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  could  not  be  com¬ 
pletely  banished  by  legislation.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  new  Bishop, 
the  clerics  of  his  parish  became  Increasingly  critical  of  the  lingering 
influences  of  Roman  Catholicism  and  were  especially  incensed  at  the 
continuing  use  of  the  old  church  handbook  favored  by  the  King.  In  a 
meeting  of  the  Clergy  at  Orebro  in  1586,  Articles  were  drawn  which  clearly 
defined  the  proceedings  of  the  Lutheran  worship.  At  a  subsequent  meet¬ 
ing  of  Clerics  held  at  Strangnas  in  1587,  there  emerged  the  "Confessions 
of  Strangnas"  which  were  framed  into  law  and  spread  to  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom . 

In  1592  at  another  regional  meeting  held  at  Strangnas,  accord  was 
reached  on  the  discontinuation  of  the  old  church  handbooks  and  complete 
acceptance  of  the  new  lltergy.  The  transition  having  been  successfully 
concluded,  it  became  a  personal  victory  for  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  The 
edicts  pronounced  at  Strangrnas  were  ratified  at  Uppsala  in  1593,  here 
again  the  superb  leadership  of  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  asserted  itself  as  all 
his  requests  were  granted  with  due  respect.  At  one  point  in  the  deliber¬ 
ation  when  the  seminar  was  threatened  with  failure,  Duke  Charles  dele¬ 
gated  the  Bishop  to  act  as  arbiter  for  factions  embracing  Calvinist  theories  . 
Later  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  was  appointed  to  serve  on  a  committee  charged 
with  making  necessary  revisions  and  clarifications,  a  post  he  held  until 
1601. 


At  Strangnas,  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  administered  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  Diocese  with  order  and  dignity.  He  was  married  to  Bengta 
Hakansdotter .  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  died  at  Strangnas  December  4,  1607, 
and  was  interred  in  a  crypt  beneath  the  cathedral  floor  where  a  granite 
slab  is  a  memorial  to  his  service  to  humanity. 

The  following  Is  a  commentary  on  the  fifth  line  from  tiie  end  of  the  Petrus  Jonae  photostated  biog¬ 
raphy:  "P  kronte  ock  smorde  Slglsmund  1594,"  translated  to,  "Petrus  crowned  and  anointed  Sigismund 
1594."  The  significance  of  that  declaration  requires  elaboration.  Important  as  coronations  are,  the 
crowning  of  Prince  Slglsmund,  a  traitor,  has  few  parallels  in  the  annals  of  history. 

The  Prince's  father  was  King  John  III  who  had  married  a  Polish  Princess,  the  Queen  was  a  devout 
Roman  Catholic  and  had  been  quite  successful  in  converting  the  King  to  her  belief;  their  son.  Prince 
Slglsmund,  was  reared  In  Poland  and  had  the  same  religious  training  as  his  mother.  Jesuits,  having  the 
knowledge  that  he  was  heir  to  the  Swedish  throne,  prepared  him  for  his  ascension.  Soon  after  the  young 
Prince  took  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  country  the  people  learned  that  Slglsmund  had  perjured  himself 
by  previously  entering  Into  a  "coup  d'etat"  with  the  Jesuits  to  overthrow  the  government  for  the  purpose 
of  re-establishing  the  supremacy  of  the  Roman  Church.  Sigismund,  fearing  for  his  life,  fled  to  Poland 
but  returned  to  Sweden  a  few  years  later  with  an  army,  he  met  with  a  series  of  defeats  and  was  decisive¬ 
ly  beaten  at  Linkoplng  in  1598.  Sigismund  escaped  to  Poland  and  was  not  heard  from  agabi, 
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3(ij  tiiii  ;  SftilGjqs^OOtt 

-moo  c»d  ^Vl  hluoo  rfjtfcl  olb'jJtsJt' 

.qod^rtl  w.*>n  dtli  >o  qiiia3efei.3l  atii  laimU  .nouoiai'Qal  yd  bedetned  ylaJ&lq 

v>iuii«pail  sriJ  iO  itioiJiTq  '(Ipni aG-m^nl  e»mfr09d  rt^ieq  aid  lo  Lohalo  oiU 

S4fJ  IG  bGEU^ril  ai^v/  bA»  n^moM  )o  a^onauiiJU 

6  ol  .cnb'i  <{(i’  Ofnovf.X  jfoodbAJirt  rip'utb  bJo  £»tU  lo  9iu  ip/dofltJAOo 
YiiGalo  rtoldsV  rtJVGfb  oiow  ,08^^  Ai  0‘Kl<i»TC)  jg  W'^ofO 
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adJ  In  aj'iGq  life  os  bbATqe  brtG  wfil  oJ;u  bar.iBii  '^’aw  itoiow  “etiJ^nuiJS  io 
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Petrus  Olavl 


ping  1605  valdes  han  till  bislcop  i 
Vazjo.  Bakom  P:g  val  stod  sakerligen 
bans  landaman  arkebiskop  Abraham 
Angermannua,  medan  dennes  dum- 
kapitelled.  med  Nicniaua  Olai  Both- 
niensia  kraftigt  motaatte  aig  valet.  En 
senare  kallelae  till  Skara  atifta  bia- 
kopaatol  1609  avviaadea  av  P.  Hap 
•tiidde  i  den  politiaka  kriaen  1506 — 08 
arkebiakopena  medlingapolitik,  aom 
layftade  ett  befiaatande  av  Uppsala- 
tnbtenaa  "enighetaforbund”  raed  bil>e- 
hkllen  lojalitet  gentemut  konung  Si- 
giamund.  I  den  inre  atiftaatyrelaen 
blev  P.  banbrytande  inom  av.  kyrko- 
llv  genom  aitt  kloka  och  mAlmedvetna 
arbete  for  kyrkotukten  och  undervia- 
ningavaaendet.  Ar  1605  utkom  P:a 
handledning  i  kyrkotukt  ’’Curaus  viai- 
tationia  dioeceaia  Wexionenaia",  aom 
blev  av  ator  l)etydelae  aa.  cn  av  fdre- 
bilderna  till  atormaktatidena  kyrkliga 
lagatiftning.  Dar  lamnas  detaljerade 
foreakrifter  for  viaitationafdrhdrcn 
och  for  den  omfattande  katekeaunder- 
vianing.  aom  P.  ivrade  for.  Av  ator 
fdrebiidlig  txdydelae  blev  ockaA  till- 
komsten  av  en  verklig  atiftalagatift- 
ning  i  Vaxjd  ptift  1619.  P.  viaade  atort 
intreaae  for  domkapitlete  verkaamhet 
och  fdratod  att  utviilja  dugliga  led. 
till  delta;  ingen  aamtida  atiftachef 
bar  foatrat  a&  niAnga  blivande  bisko- 
par  och  auperintendenter  aom  P.  For 
bildning.slivet  i  .Sm&land  blev  bans  nit 
for  Vaxjd  laroverk  av  ator  betydelae. 
P.  var  ortodox  liitheran  och  cn  ofiir- 
eonlig  motat&ndare  till  kalviniainen 
men  atod  likviil  friimmande  fdr  den 
gangae  ortodoxina  hetaiga  polcmik 
och  hierarkiaka  mentalitet.  —  P.  ut- 
gav  ett  flertal  atrdpredikningar  ocli 
predikoaainlingar.  Friimst  bdr  niim- 
na.a  ”En  chriatelijgli  och  then  H, 
Skrifft  lijkmiitigh  uthliigniugh  dffuer 
O.  och  N.  Tc-stamentscna  Texter” 
(1623).  I  motaata  till  ain  tida  fdrhiir- 
akande  retoriaka  och  larda  ortodoxa 
predikan  iir  Pia  fdrkunnelae  varriit 
peraonlig,  enkcl  och  konkret  och  in- 
nktad  p&  truna  omaattande  i  verkaam 
karlek  till  niiatan.  P.  har  iiven  gjort 
en  viktig  inaata  fdr  den  av.  paalmbo- 
kena  friimjande  i  l>dr|an  av  Cluatav  II 
Adolfa  regering.  Sjalv  har  han  bl.  a. 
dveraatt  Philipp  Nicidaia  briida&ng 
”SA  akdn  lyaer  den  niorgon.stiern”  och 
peraonligen  tillfogat  tre  strofer  (om- 
arb.  av  Wallin:  ”Var  halsad  akiina 
morgonatund”.  nr  55  i  1037  Ara  paalin- 
bok).  —  Gift  1)  med  .-Inna  JoUansJot- 
tcr;  2)  1625  med  Cecilia  Pehrudotter. 

O.  H. 

Petrus  Jonae  Helsinglus,  biakop, 
■f  4  dec.  1607  i  Strangnaa.  -  -  P.  in- 
ekreva  1562  vid  Boatocka  univ.  och 
var  1568  liirare  vid  Uppaala  univ.  Ar 
1572  eller  1573  blev  han  prof.  diir. 
Han  var  en  lidclaotoll  anhaneare  av 


den  nya  lutheraka  ortodoxin  och  blev 
ajiilen  i  motatAndet  mot  Johan  IIl:a 
katoliaerande  liturgi.  P.  disputerade 
med  Kloaterlaane  och  giaslade  konung- 
ena  fdrfdljelaer  av  opf>o«iti<>n>-lla 
praater.  Han  fdrbjtMis  av  arkehmlo' 
pen  att  predika,  avaattea  och  t'ir-  i 
fdrvar  pA  Svartajd,  medan  iKiirain 
antoga  pA  rikadagen  i  febr.  1577  Han 
frigava  aenare  och  fick  Ateriippla  am 
lararverksamhet  men  i  Akade  pA  nytt 
i  konfiikt  med  konungcn,  aom  till  siat 
fiingalade  honoin  vAren  1581.  Avsik- 
len  var,  att  han  akulle  fdias  over  till 
Eatland,  men  aA  rymdc  han  ur  fiing- 
elsct  och  tog  ain  tillflykt  till  hertig 
Karla  otnrAde.  P:a  hiistru  har  givit  en 
dramatisk  akildring  av  deras  geinen- 
aamma  flykt  till  hertigdomet  (tr.  av 
C.  C.  Gjdrwell,  Nya  av.  bihlioteket, 
1:2,  1762).  P.  kom  sedan  iiven  alt 
viataa  en  till  i  Tyskland  men  var  1583 
Ater  hos  hertigen  i  Nykdping  och  blev 
IvA  Ar  senare  kyrkoherde  dar.  Ar  1586 
valdea  han  till  biakop  jiA  en  synod  i 
Striingnaa,  vllket  fick  till  foljd,  alt 
den  religioaa  apanningen  i  landet  la-- 
tydiigt  tilling  och  niiasiimjan  mellan 
hertig  Karl  lali  konung  .lohan  skarp- 
tea.  Under  l’:a  lediiiiig  gick’Slrung- 
naa  prasterakap  nil  till  angrepp  mot 
alia  katolisei  ande  tendenser  la  h 
fi uniat  mot  koniingens  liturgi.  Kyr 
kaiia  ordning  reglerades,  och  dess 
sjalvatandighet  fastalogs  principielll 
i  (irebro  artiklar  1586.  PA  ett  slifts- 
mote  i  Straiigniia  1587  antoga  "L'nii- 
fcaaio  Strengnensis”,  en  la-kiinnelse 
om  liturgin.  soiii  spreds  over  riket 
och  ledde  till  att  atrangmisprasterna 
forklarades  fredidsa.  PA  en  stifta- 
aynod  i  Strangniis  1502  avskaffades 
tiAgra  ceremonier  i  l.aiirenliua  Petris 
kyrkohandlaik:  elevationen  av  natt- 
vardaeleinenten.  hriiket  av  koratecken 
och  av  ljus  i  giidst  jansten  m.  m.  Denna 
reform,  aom  framdrivila  av  P.  och  aom 
delvis  genomfordes  fdr  licla  riket  vid 
Uppsala  mote  15tl.').  fick  stor  bety- 
delse  for  elimineringen  av  den  katoli¬ 
aerande  folkfromheten.  P.  var  en  av 
de  ledande  vid  Uppsala  mdle,  diir 
bans  verk  bragtea  till  seger.  ('lenoiii 
ain  nara  fdrbindelse  med  hertig  Kail 
var  han  aurakilt  akickad  att  medls 
mellan  denne  och  midesmajoi  iteli  n  'I 
den  dmtAliga  kalvinistfrAgaii. 
ett  alag  liotade  att  leda  till  in'titery 
apriingning.  P.  krdnte  och  snu.id-  _£>  i  ■ 
gismund  1504.  Hun  var  seiian 
av  kominitt^n  fdr  revision  ai  • 

overs..  8om  arbetade  till  liiifl(  •  u 

tiled  liingta  Ildk  nn.iiliil  h O/H- 

Petrus  Magnl,  biskop  .0/ 

•Wdnuson.  s.  49. 

Petrus  Olavl,  prior,  f.  oiokr  l.'iu7. 
t  0  april  1300  i  Vadsleiia  Idskops- 
gArd  la’ll  la*graven  i  .Alvastra  kloster. 
—  Kfter  (let  religiosa  genonibrottet  i 


heliga  Birgittaa  liv  kallades  P.  att 
vara  hennea  biktfader  och  medhjal- 
|>are  vid  uppenbarelsernaa  uppteck- 
nande.  Uetta  tordc  ha  varit  skalet  till 
alt  hon  slog  sig  ned  invid  Alvastra 
kloster,  vars  subprior  och  .senare  prior 
P  var  Birgitta  agile  aldrig  fdrniAgan 
alt  tehandla  latinska  sprAket  i  skrift, 

•  •  h  ie\elationerna  torde  till  ovei - 
tagande  deleii  ha  (iverfdrU  till  latinet 
a\  P.  ran  III  mialifikatinner  kunna 
lia  gjorls  av  kyrkopoliliska  skirl  och 
iir  renlanghrlsarnpiinkter.  PA  Birgit- 
las  klosterregel  iitovade  P.  stort  in- 
flytande.  Ar  1346  eller  1347  Atfoljde 
P.  biskop  Hemming  i  Alsi.  sum  pA  Hii - 
gitlas  uppdrag  overlamnade  vissa  iip- 
penbarelser  till  pAven  1  .Avignon  och 
sdkte  miikla  fred  mellan  koniingarna 
i  England  och  Frankrike  Han  torde 
vid  flera  tillfiiilen  ha  liesoki  Kitgltta 
i  Horn.  Vid  den  stora  pilgiimsiill 
Htrdniningeii  till  Kom  under  lols-IAret 
1350  var  P.  .surskilt  foiordiiad  som 
biktfader  for  reseniirer  frAn  .Nonleii. 
Han  deltog  i  Birgittas  pilgrimsfui d 
till  .Jerusalem  och  stod  vid  henries 
(lodsbiidd.  Tills,  tiled  sin  numne,  Pet¬ 
rus  Olavi  frAn  .Skanninge  (se  nedan). 
iitarlH’lade  P  redan  1373  cn  skildriiig 
av  Birgittas  levnad.  Eftcr  att  ha  fort 
Birgittas  stoft  till  hemlandct,  Aler- 
1  Slide  P.  till  Kom  och  deltog  intensivt 
I  ails'tet  for  hennes  lielgoiiforklaring. 
Villiiesformiiliiren  vid  helgonproees- 
sen  torde  ha  iippgjorl.s  under  sanifor- 
stAnd  med  P.,  vars  egen  ’’deposition” 
(1380)  var  den  niest  Is-tydande.  Anyo 
I’lterkommen  till  Sverige  overliimnade 
P.  till  Vadstena  kloster  ett  stort  re- 
vclationsmaterial,  vilket  forst  efter 
hand  kom  att  inarhetas  i  Birgitta- 
handskrifterna  ss.  "revelatioiies  extra- 
vagantes”  och  ’ad.litiones”;  det  ut- 
gjordes  deli'is  ai  bans  egna  koiiutien- 
tare.r.  —  l.iii  H  .''i  huck,  ’'.N'Agra  an- 
murkiiingsi  om  Birgittas  Kevelatio- 
ncr”  (i  \'iti  akad:s  handl.,  Ny  foljd. 
13,  1901  I  K  B  W  c.sliiian.  ’’Birgitta- 
stiidiei"  '1  1911);  S.  Kraft,  ’’Text- 

stiidier  till  Birgittas  revclatioiier” 
Il92!ii  S.  Kft. 

Petrus  Olsvi,  gcneralkonfessor,  t 
III  sej.i  1378  I  Vadstena.  —  P.  kom 
ii.ie.  ^ksiiiiiiige  och  var  forestAiiilare 
I  H dells  lielgcandshiis.  d  A  han  kal lu¬ 
ll  1  I  ai  a  den  heliga  Birgittas  bikt- 
:i  I.  I  Han  foljdc  Birgitta  till  Kom 

1.  oiiihitnilerhude  diir  hennes  affiirer. 
<Msn  bistod  helilie  iiven  med  att  dver- 
-.iMa  up[ieiibarelsernas  text  till  lutin, 
I'.ik  blott  (lA  bans  tiauine,  priorii 
I’einis  Olavi  i  Alvastra  (seovan),  icke 
var  i  hennes  niirhet.  P.  uppgjoide  den 
birgittinska  veckoritualen  ’’('aiitus 
sororiim”.  F.ffer  alt  ha  fbljt  Birgittas 
stoft  till  .Sverige  kvarstaniiade  P.  i 
hemlandet  och  var  Vadstena  klosters 
foiate  generulkonfessor  till  sin  dod. 
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Engraving  of  Uppsala  Cathedral  and  University  as  it  appeared  at  about 
the  year  1500.  Cathedral  v/as  founded  in  1287  and  consecrated  in  1435. 
At  the  age  of  29  Petrus  Jonae  became  an  Instructor  at  Uppsala 
University  where  he  taught  1568-73  after  which  he  was  made  a 
professor  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  1581. 

The  same  year  he  was  sentenced  by  King  John  III  to  exile  In 
Estonia  for  his  zeal  in  propagating  the  doctrine  of  the  early 
Christian  Church.  The  cathedral  at  Uppsala  Is  the  largest  in 
Sweden.  Tne  most  renouned  graduate  of  Uppsala  University  in 
recent  years  was  DAG  HAMMAKSKJOLD. 


Left: 

THE  CASTLE  (two  towers)  was 
founded  by  Gustavus  1  In  1540. 
in  the  Grand  State  Hull,  Queen 
Christine  abdicated  the  throne 
in  16  54. 

The  river  Fyrls  bisects  Uppsala 
affording  water  transportation 
to  Lake  Malar  and  Stockholm, 
a  distance  of  45  mHes  . 
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Sm^NGNAS  CATHEDF<AL 

as  it  appeared  when  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  administered  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  parish.  His  service  to  humanity  closed 
in  1607,  his  crypt  is  in  tlie  sanctuary. 


IBl. 
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STRANGNAS  CATHEDRAL 

was  extensively  remodeled  In  1910  and  is  today  regarded  as 
one  of  the  finest  cathedrals  of  the  Christian  era  stemming 
from  the  llOO's. 
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Interior  of  cathedral  showing  altar  in  iront  and  pulpit  on  left.  Bishop  Petrus 
Jonae  vigorously  preached  the  early  Christian  church  doctrine  from  here. 


XIV 


.  .  •  y- 

,  IJ 

i 


VIX 


i- 


>  1 


1  ^ 


«  "j 

\ 


^  ‘ 


Bishop  in  official  vestment  before  altar  In  Cathedral  of  Strangnas.  Itobe  Is 
one  of  four  used  In  Roman  Catholic  era.  It  is  conclusive  that  Petrus  Jonae 
as  bishop  from  1586  to  1607  was  also  omated  by  these  same  vestments. 
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Sarcophagus  of  young  Princess  Isabella,  daughter  of  King  John  III  and  niece 
of  Charles  IX,  brother  of  the  king.  Interpretation  of  the  Latin  Inscription  Is: 
"One  that  lives  such  a  short  time  on  earth  must  live  longer  In  heaven." 

Opposite  - - 

The  horse  and  rider  ornamented  In  gold  armor  grace  the  crypt  of  King  Charles  IX 
who  reigned  1600-1611.  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  and  the  King  were  lifelong  friends 
It  will  be  noted  herein  that  when  the  King  was  known  as  Duke  Charles,  he  gave 
asylum  to  Petrus  Jonae  when  sentenced  to  exile  by  the  Duke's  brother.  King 
John  III. 
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STRANGNAS 
The  Cultural  Centre 


When  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cathedral  at 
Strangnas  in  1607,  it  ended  a  career  fraught  with  opposition  to  his  teach¬ 
ing  and  expansion  of  a  new  religious  doctrine.  Colncidently  it  also 
marked  the  closing  chapter  for  religious  discontent  in  the  country.  Petrus 
Jonae  had  devoted  his  life  to  Lutheranism  and  now  the  orthodoxy  had  been 
accepted  as  the  new  State  Religion,  harmony  and  freedom  of  worship  was 
achieved. 

Scandinavia  was  the  last  of  the  European  countries  to  embrace 
Christianity,  the  movement  having  first  begun  in  Southern  Europe  many 
centuries  before.  To  convert  the  heathen  tribes  and  notorious  Viking 
marauders  was  a  bold  decision  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  From  an 
English  translation  of  a  Swedish  textbook  by  Carl  Grimberg,  "A  History 
of  Sweden,"  we  learn  that  a  French  monk,  St.  Ansgar,  in  830  A.D.  was 
the  first  missionary  to  the  Northland.  His  task  was  perilous,  but  on 
presenting  King  Bjorn  with  gifts  under  directions  from  the  Holy  See,  the 
monk  was  permitted  to  remain.  Good  relations  having  thus  been  estab¬ 
lished,  St.  Ansgar  was  successful  in  attracting  converts  to  the  extent 
that  he  subsequently  returned  to  Germany  to  make  a  favorable  report  to 
his  superior,  he  also  brought  with  him  a  letter  written  by  King  Bjorn  in 
Runic  characters.  In  recognition  of  his  accomplishments,  St.  Ansgar  was 
appointed  Archbishop  for  the  Northland  and  made  his  official  residence  in 
Northern  Germany. 

During  these  early  times,  Blrka ,  a  small  city  on  the  Island  of 
Bjorko,  was  considered  the  capltol  of  Scandinavia,  the  Island  is  situated 
at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Malar  (Malaren),  the  city  stood  as  a  sentry  at 
the  gateway  entrance  from  the  Baltic  Sea.  On  the  Islands  that  form  the 
archipelago  where  the  currents  of  Lake  Malar  meet  the  tides  of  the  sea, 
the  city  of  Stockholm  has  since  risen.  To  lend  a  perspective  on  these 
times,  we  learn  that  Stockholm  received  its  charter  in  12  52  and  subse¬ 
quently  reached  its  highest  acclaim  in  the  17th  century  as  capltol  of  the 
Baltic  Sea  Empire.  Brochures  state  that  the  population  of  Stockholm  was 
8000  in  the  year  162  0  and  rose  fivefold  to  40,000  by  1660,  recognized  as 
a  considerable  metropolis  for  that  age.  With  the  booming  of  Stockholm 
and  the  building  of  a  fortress  there,  the  importance  of  Blrka  became  in¬ 
creasingly  diminutive  until  nothing  remains  of  the  old  capltol  today  except 
burial  mounds  half  hidden  by  the  dense  growth  of  birches , 


The  first  sovereign  of  Sweden  to  become  a  Christian  was  King  Lap  king 
in  the  year  1008.  By  1152  the  Roman  Church  had  gained  a  substantial 
foothold  in  the  lake  country  of  central  Sweden.  From  the  exercise  of 
Papal  domination  in  decisions  pertaining  to  church  matters,  the  nation 
placed  herself  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pope, 
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Lake  Malar  (Malaren)  extends  west  from  Stockholm  more  than  100 
miles  and  is  accessible  from  many  large  neighboring  lakes  and  from 
rivers  penetrating  the  interior.  Along  its  southern  shore,  50  miles  from 
Stockholm,  is  the  city  of  Strangnas;  before  the  rise  of  Stockholm, 
Strangnas  also  gained  prominence  as  a  "capltol."  Strategically  located 
for  commerce  and  communications ,  where  the  overland  byways  converge 
upon  a  place  of  embarkation,  it  was  only  natural  that  Strangnas  should 
develop  into  a  mercantile  and  cultural  center.  In  pagan  times  Strangnas 
was  an  attractive  assembly  place  for  the  holding  of  court  and  for  making 
propltiative  offerings  to  the  gods . 

In  the  foregoing,  mention  is  made  of  the  city  of  Birka  situated  at 
the  end  of  Lake  Malar  and  the  coming  of  the  first  missionary,  St.  Ansgar, 
in  the  year  830,  and  the  baptising  of  the  King  in  1008,  and  of  subjugation 
to  the  Pope  in  1152.  History  relates  nothing  of  the  clerics  who  followed 
St.  Ansgar  to  Sweden,  but  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  winning  of  converts 
was  an  arduous  and  perilous  undertaking  as  the  work  progressed  tediously 
over  the  succeeding  centuries .  Christianity  in  Sweden  gained  its  first 
foothold  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Malar;  from  there  it  radiated  to  the 
hinterland.  The  next  recording  of  a  missionary  coming  to  Sweden  is  about 
the  year  1000  when  the  English  monk,  Eskil,  made  progress  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  but  in  consequence  of  his  work  met  an  untimely  death  by  stoning  at 
the  hands  of  the  heathen  populace. 

It  being  known  that  a  Bishop  officiated  at  Strangnas  about  the  year 
1100,  it  follows  that  a  cathedral  also  existed  there  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  believed  that  this  first  Roman  edifice  was  constructed  in  1131,  on  the 
same  site  as  the  present  cathedral.  As  the  ruins  of  many  lesser  outlying 
churches  are  of  masonry,  they  bear  mute  corroboration  to  the  fact  that  the 
mother  Cathedral  at  Strangnas  was  also  of  stone  construction.  Recorded 
history  tells  of  a  later  cathedral  having  been  erected  at  Strangnas  which 
was  consecrated  in  12  91  by  Bishop  Anund.  In  the  holy  ceremony,  the 
Bishop  dedicated  the  edifice  to  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul.  Even  though 
subjected  to  the  elements  for  the  next  700  years,  the  sculptored  image  of 
Apostle  Paul  remains  today  with  sword  in  hand  to  guard  the  old  entrance. 
This  portal  has  remained  unscathed  while  other  parts  of  the  building  and 
spire  have  suffered  damage  from  numerous  fires  caused  by  lightning. 

For  many  years  after  the  transition,  the  Cathedral  also  functioned 
as  an  honored  burial  place.  The  stately  funeral  with  its  pomp,  and  the 
prestige  of  being  interred  within  its  holy  chambers  was  esteemed  as  a 
position  of  honor  and  dignity. 

A  major  part  of  the  information  written  herein  about  the  Cathedral 
at  Strangnas  is  taken  from  the  pages  of  a  book  called  "STRANGNAS  DOM- 
KYRKA"  with  text  by  Harry  Bergquist  and  pictures  by  Arne  Lundh. 
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EPITAPH  of  BISHOP  PETRUS  JONAE  HELSINGIUS 


Out  of  the  knowledge  found  in  the  books,  "Men  and  Women  of 
Sweden"  and  the  "Biographic  Swedish  Dictionary,"  comes  a  desire  to 
create  this  epitome  of  the  life  of  our  forefather.  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae 
(Helslngius),  to  be  an  epitaph  for  his  memorial. 


Illustrious  for  his  vision ,  courage  and  dedication  which 
he  exercised  in  the  offices  and  employments  with  which  he 
was  honored;  more  illustrious  still  for  his  exemplary  charity 
in  the  service  to  humanity.  He  was  tried  in  the  crucible  of 
good  and  bad  fortune,  that  proved  what  he  was.  His  great 
love  for  God,  the  good  and  the  beautiful,  was  his  foundation 
for  the  consummation  of  other  virtues. 


That  is  what  remains . the  remembrance  of  which  will  be  a 

beacon  of  hope  and  faith  to  help  direct  us  as  he  did  others  on  this  dark 
road  to  the  good  life . 
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BISHOP  ISAK  ROTHOVIOUS  (1572  -  1652) 

Married  to  granddaughter  of  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  Missionari' and  educator  in 
Finland  (Swedish  possession).  Founder  of  numerous  schools  and  churches. 
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BISHOP  ISAK  ROTHOVIOUS,  Ph 


.  D  . 


EDUCATOR 
1572  -  1652 

(Translated  from  the  Swedish  Biographic  Directory) 

Bom  1572  in  the  town  of  Hedenstorp  in  the  parish  of  Angelstad, 
where  his  father  was  a  peasant.  He  and  his  twin  brother  Jonas,  despite 
much  poverty,  worked  their  way  through  a  local  school  and  an  academy. 
In  1595  Isak  Rothovious  was  called  to  the  University  of  Uppsala  where 
he  received  recognition  for  his  store  of  knowledge  and  serious  nature. 

His  philosophies  and  scholarly  approaches  attracted  attention  in  such  a 
manner  that  in  1597  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  the  brothers,  Axel, 
Krister  and  Gabriel  Oxenstiema  (Oxenstar).  As  a  private  tutor  he  re¬ 
mained  with  the  brothers  and  accompanied  them  to  foreign  courts  and 
academies.  During  the  year  1602  ,  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  was 
conferred  upon  him  at  the  University  of  Wittenberg. 

He  returned  to  Sweden  in  1602  and  became  court  cha pla In  to  Duke 
Carl,  and  a  year  later  was  appointed  vicar  of  the  western  parish  of 
Nykoping.  In  1627  he  was  appointed  bishop  in  Aabo,  the  principal  city 
of  Finland.  It  has  been  mentioned  that  he  had  preached  in  Nykoping  a 
total  of  3,183  times  or  183  sermons  annually.  In  his  new  position  in  the 
eastern  sister  country  of  Finland  which  at  that  time  was  still  predomi¬ 
nantly  heathen,  he  gained  respect  and  honor  as  a  spiritual  leader.  By 
the  year  162  7,  a  church  council  had  been  established  at  Aabo  on  his 
initiative  and  at  the  same  time  regulations  governing  the  functions  of  the 
church  were  adopted.  In  162  8  he  held  the  first  meeting  of  vicars  in  the 
diocese . 

By  means  of  his  association  with  the  Oxenstiema  brothers  and 
more  specifically  his  teaching  of  Axel  who  rose  to  the  regency  of  the 
crown,  he  was  able  to  establish  the  first  academy  in  Finland  at  Aabo  in 
1630  .  This  institution  of  learning  flourished  due  to  his  ardent  efforts. 

He  induced  Count  Per  Brahe,  the  governor  of  Finland,  to  intercede  with 
Queen  CHRISTINE  for  assistance  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  newacademy . 
This  request  was  implemented  in  1640  and  the  academy  became  a  univer¬ 
sity.  Bishop  Isak  Rothovious  was  its  chancellor  and  because  of  his  high 
stature  in  the  field  of  education  he  succeeded  in  attracting  outstanding 
teachers  to  his  faculty.  During  the  intervening  years  many  common 
schools  were  established  and  the  building  of  churches  progressed  all  the 
way  to  Lake  Inari. 

In  1638  the  government  approved  a  proposal  by  Bishop  Isak  Rotho¬ 
vious  to  appoint  a  committee  to  work  on  a  Finnish  Bible.  This  committee 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Bishop,  attacked  their  commission  with  such 
zeal  that  by  1642  the  Bible  was  ready  to  be  printed  in  the  Finnish  lan- 
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guage  at  Stockholm  .  More  common  schools  were  built  at  Aabo,  Bjorneborg 
and  Helsinki.  In  his  official  capacity  as  head  of  the  Church  of  Finland, 
he  made  annual  visitations  to  Lapland  and  appointed  district  deans  and 
missionaries.  On  these  Journeys  he  examined  the  progress  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  along  the  frontiers  he  sought  to  extend;  he  appraised  the  Christian 
domination  in  the  congregations  over  the  pagan  beliefs  of  the  tribal  peo¬ 
ple.  Naturally  such  radical  changes  in  the  habits  and  normal  interests 
of  the  people  became  offensive.  Complaints  of  interference  with  tribal 
customs  were  filed  repeatedly  with  the  governor-general  and  the  govern¬ 
ment,  so  that  Bishop  Isak  Rothovious  was  constantly  subjected  to  criticism. 
However,  the  charges  made  against  him  were  never  pressed  and  the  Bishop 
continued  with  relentless  energy  the  work  of  conversion  and  reformation 
which  he  had  set  out  to  accomplish.  Bishop  Rothovious  published  in  1645 
a  collection  of  twenty  sermons  under  the  title  "Twenty  Christian  Teachings " 
about  true  penance  and  Improvement.  Bishop  Isak  Rothovious  died  at  Aabo 
at  the  age  of  eighty,  interment  was  made  in  the  cathedral  of  that  city. 


NOTE:  The  name  of  Jonas  Rothovious  does  not  appear  on  the  ancestor- 
table  or  elsewhere.  It  is  mentioned  here  to  better  acquaint  the 
reader  with  the  likeness  of  these  twins,  Isak  and  Jonas.  Their 
success  from  an  obscure  beginning  Is  remarkable. 
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JONAS  ROTHOVIOUS,  D.D. 


EDUCATOR 
1572  -  1625 

(Translated  from  the  Swedish  Biographic  Directory) 


Bom  November  1,  1572  ,  In  Hedenstorp  in  the  parish  of  Angelstad, 
province  of  Smaland,  twin  brother  of  Isak  Rothovious .  It  Is  stated  that 
the  parents  had  promised  their  sons  that  one  of  them  could  become  a 
clergyman.  In  seeking  to  fulfill  this  declaration  the  son  Jonas  In  1581 
was  sent  to  school  at  Kalmar.  Tliere  he  was  treated  so  badly  and  learned 
so  little  that  he  ran  away  from  the  town  and  took  refuge  with  the  vicar, 
BJorin,  in  Arby.  There  he  was  employed  as  a  "goat-boy"  but  suffered  even 
worse  inhuman  treatment  than  before,  he  shared  with  goats  a  hovel  In  the 
church  yard  where  he  laid  among  the  animals.  The  parents  in  the  interim 
heard  nothing  from  their  son  and  he  was  being  mourned  as  dead.  At  this 
juncture,  Isak,  his  brother,  came  to  Vaxlo  and  learned  that  Jonas  was 
alive  and  was  being  held  in  a  type  of  servitude  at  Arby.  With  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  an  older  friend,  he  went  to  Arby  and  the  goat-shed  and  by  physical 
combat  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  release  of  Jonas,  by  then  Jonas 
had  spent  two  years  in  this  environment. 

In  Vaxio  the  brothers  studied  together,  later  continuing  their  studies 
at  the  college  in  Linkoping  until  the  year  159  5  when  Isak  parted  to  go  to 
the  University  of  Uppsala.  Jonas  went  abroad  for  further  education  with 
the  support  of  the  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  in  Vaxlo  and  the  vicar  Petrus  Magnl 
in  Angelstad.  He  became  an  undergraduate  in  Rostock  (Germany)  and  later 
met  with  his  brother  Isak  in  Wittenberg  from  where,  in  1602  ,  he  accom¬ 
panied  the  Oxenstiema  brothers  to  Jena.  It  was  at  the  latter  university 
that  he  received  a  Philosophy  Master  of  Arts  Degree  after  having  published 
Quaestiones  Hebralcae,  Syriacae,  Grecae  et  Latlnae  ex  S.  S.  Biblls  Veterls 
et  Novi  Testament!  Desumptae. 

Renouned  on  account  of  his  vast  knowledge,  he  returned  to  Sweden 
in  1604  and  was  ordained  in  1605.  In  the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to 
a  vicar  to  serve  in  his  home  parish  of  Angelstad,  a  short  time  later  he  be¬ 
came  a  district  dean  at  Sunnerbo.  He  worked  in  this  capacity  for  thirteen 
years  until  1618  when  he  was  promoted  to  Dean  of  Kalmar  Divinity  College. 
At  Kalmar  he  found  the  ecclesiastical  institution  of  learning  to  be  in  an 
advanced  state  of  deterioration  and  for  the  next  seven  years  was  engaged 
in  restoration  which  soon  resulted  in  disseminating  of  enlightenment  and 
knowledge  to  the  clergy.  He  published  theses  and  papers  on  Theology 
and  a  commentary  on  "Nogre  enfallelige  rijm  on  Petrus  Jonae's  Angermanni 
book"  in  1604.  He  died  February  28,  1625,  at  Kalmar.  Jonas  Rothovious 
was  married  in  1605  to  Svanborg  Persdotter,  his  grandson  was  enobled 
under  the  name  of  "Gyllenroth  .  " 
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HOUSE  of  NOBILI'I’Y 
(Rlddar-Huset) 

During  17th  century  Sweden  was  a  great  power  and  Stockholm  then  became 
the  capltoI  of  a  Baltic  Sea  Empire.  It  was  In  the  period  between  1650-70 
that  magnificent  palaces  were  built  In  the  capltol  for  the  victorious  mili¬ 
tary  commanders  and  the  great  government  officials  who  belonged  to  the 
high  nobility.  Many  of  these  palaces  are  still  In  existence  today  although 
they  have  been  more  or  less  changed.  The  best  preserved  building  from 
Sweden's  "age  of  greatness"  Is  the  beautiful  Rlddarhuset,  the  House  of 
Nobility,  where  the  nobles  fraternized  In  the  times  of  the  Diet  of  Four 
Estates.  This  governing  body  consisted  of  representatives  from  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  Nobles,  Burghers  and  the  peasantry,  each  having  an  equal  vote.  The 
King  was  subordinate  to  the  dictates  of  the  Estates,  this  form  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  initiated  In  1280  remained  until  1789  when  a  new  constitutional 
form  was  drafted  which  abolished  the  Estates  and  gave  the  balance  of 
power  to  the  King. 
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KLOFVERSKJOLD 

(JOHANSSON) 


CAPTAIN  ARON  JOHANSSON  COAT- OP-ARMS 
Knighted  by  Queen  Christine,  January  14,  1C53 
(3rd  generation  after  Petrus  Jonae) 
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SIR  KNIGHT 


KLOFVERSKJOLD 
Conferred  Upon 

Capt.  Aron  Johansson 
January  14,  1653 

by 

Her  Majesty 
Queen  Christine 


Aron  Johansson  was  bom  at  Vibora  FlnlanH  in  mnc:  r 

Joh.n  Ottosson  Heeblatt  (Hafverbladra  d^Uudgi  and  EHsatefh 
Hansdotter  whom  he  married  in  1597  ^  ’  Elisabeth 

Anna  Rothovla  in  1640  r"Th1y‘a^i^Ye■  pa^/nts  of^ManrEncLsr 
who  became  a  merchant-dealer  and  Importer  at  Vlborg. 

^,  =  .1  was  officer  In  charge  of  the  garrison  at  the 

CTstle  of  Vlborg.  The  castle  and  fortress  In  what  Is  now^Vipurll  USSR 

was  a  tose  of  operations  for  the  mUltant  Swedes  who  ^  1632  dommited 
?omhT  fFn,''"  '  Johansson  distinguished  hlmseU  rn 

the  qSLn  ^Im  ?he  recogiTtlon  of 

stritre’’!®  (“Pfverskjold)  colncldently  Is  reported  to  be 

the  fShil?  of  &Dt*°Tohf  Seeblad  of  which 

funher  dellberat^ed-  inTn-trL'^^Sert ."TstaV  ”ave  brefdis"-^^ 
skj'ld  dted%Tvibo“g  Sfr  Krlght  Klofver- 


OIX  WAN  KU 


^^ipenDjeiKe;  Coat-of-Arms ,  size  1 1"  x  14*’ 
bronze  by  MedaJllc  Art  Co.  ,  32 5  b .  -15th  St . ,  New  York  n' 
(Instructions  were:  Clean  with  lemon  oil) 


were  cast  In 
Y.  ,  AprU  1962  . 


The  Following 
Heraldic  Interpretations 
of  These  Coat  of  Arms  Were  Made  by 

Hazel  Kraft  Ellers 
Evanston,  Illinois 


Life  Member  of 


iNew  nngiand  Historic  Genealogical  Society 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
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He  beayueih  po/i  Annui:  Aa^&vL  iKnjte  iAe^LLd  ALipped  vend.  (ji&At  -  a  iag^Li 
OA  in.  ihe.  anmA  beJween  iwo  eJjephani.  ijiunh/ij  cj3uni£A.-chanQ.ed  OApeni.  and  venjL, 

7 nanyilaijsd  into  ncn-HenalaLic  JjzJunA:  A  AidveA.  ( ajipend)  AhLeJd  on.  which  Li  changed 
ihnjee  foAeenJ  inje^Lti  wiih  aLziua  (AJiipped),  The.  cn&At  Li  a  iA£.fx)LL  oa  on.  ihje  AhLeJd 
between,  iwo  elephani  inimhi  divided  cnoAAuxitjA  and  counden.- dumped  AiLven.  aj\d  gneen. 

ihe.  AimpJjLcidjj.  of  ihii  A/imoAiai  Bexuiinp  beApeaki  Ha  nAJtad.  aniicpjJLLtj,  Aa  ihe. 

KLovejLAhjjoid  atie  Li  tnanAJjaied  " cioveA-Ahiedd" ,  ihiA  Li  an.  excmpie  of  caniincj^  oa 
punning  a  condAivance  ofden  empdxnjed  in  eandy.  daijA,  The  oniginad  indend  of  a  (yad-of- 
AmA  woA  do  idenddfij  ihe  wenneA,  and  ihe  AiynboLi  on.  ihLi  Ahiedd  "-iing.  oud"  ihe  name  of 
ihe  beaneA, 

The  inunh  of  an  eLephand  Li  Aigndfdeand  of  Ainengdh  and  iahoA  and  ambidion  io  emidade 
txampdei  Aed  foA  him. 

I 

fodoAA  one  nepAeAendadive  of  ihe  peAAonad  choAOcdeALiiLcA  of  ihe  OAiginad  beOAen,  and 
one  gmnded  ondy.  if  he  be  wondhy.  Sidven  Aignifiei  Ainceniduj.  and  peace;  gneen, 

AdiAfdineAA  and  Ainengdh. 

A  (jxid-of-AjpiA  Li  noi  conAidened  compdeie  widhaud  being,  deconaded  wiih  ihe  mandding  and 
helmed^  which  ihe  men  wane  in  medievad  iimeA,  The  mandding  woa  a  iange  Acanf  of  heavy 
cdoih  OA  deaiheA  iknowa  oven  ihe  helmed  io  pnoiecd  ihe  neck  fnom  ihe  head  of  ihe  Aun,  ihe 
amouA  fnam  nuAi,  and  io  foid  ihe  enemy  A  Awond.  Dhen  QoadA-of-Antm  becatne  popudoA  oa 
deca/iadionA  in  ihe  home,  ihene  wene  cendain  nudeA  adopied  foA  ihein  laie.  One  woa  ihe 
convendionadi-^ing  of  ihe  ionn  mandUng  which  ihe  henoeA  of  ihe  day  wene  pnoud  io  aIxow  when 
ihey  nedunned  fnom  a  confdicd.  On  a  hand-painding,  wood  cOAving  oa  oihutA  nepAoduciion 
iheAe  manddingA  muAi  have  ihe  main  co-Loa  of  ihe  foad-of-A/uwi  on  ihe  ouddide,  and  ihe 
main  meiad  foA  ihe  lining.  Ihene  miiAi  oIao  be  a  wneadh  of  ihe  codoAA  holding  ihe 
mandding  on  io  ihe  helmei,  Aix.  AinandA  Ahowing,  ihe  fuiAi  of  ihe  medal,  Aecond  of  ihe  coIoa 
and  ihen  aldennading..  Upon  ihiA  Aioc-Ainanded  wneadh  ihe  cneAi  neAiA,  Ahoudd  ihene  be 
one  gnanied.. 
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GRIPENBJELKE 

(wankif) 


JOHAN  PETER  WANKIF  COAT-OF-ARMS 
Knighted  by  King  I'rederick,  December  23,  1767 
(7th  generation  alter  Petrus  Jonae) 


('lUrVTAW) 


l^rtAV/  iUlMM 

KmM  ,  •  1  , Hut  n*i>-Wi  bija^nl 

(<>^k4  fristfiuwtav  rfCjfj 


SIR  KNIGHT 


GRIPENBJELKE 


Conferred  Upon 
Johan  Peter  Wankif 

December  23,  1767  j 

by 

His  Majesty 

King  Frederick  j 

Johan  Peter  Wankif  (1733-87)  was  the  son  of  Anna  Elisabeth  Djurmuji 
and  Jons  Wankif,  a  treasury  official  for  the  city  of  Stockholm,  who  were 
married  in  1730.  From  this  union  several  children  were  born  of  which  thcj 
is  more  Information  on  record.  In  connection  with  the  knighting  of  Sir 
Johan  Peter  Wankif,  we  are  proud  descendants  of  a  brother,  Carl  Gustaf  i, 
Wankif.  Johan  became  a  barrister  and  as  a  lawyer  for  the  crown  he  assist 
ed  in  framing  a  new  constitution  giving  the  basis  for  the  many  freedoms 
the  Swedes  have  enjoyed  for  the  past  two  centuries.  Whereas  Johan  nevt|' 
married,  his  sisters  and  brothers  became  his  only  heirs,  it  is  an  honor  fo. 
us  to  participate  in  this  legacy. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  others  of  this  lineage  to  single  out  Johan  Petei 

Wankif  as  the  most  distinguished  of  our  heritage . culture,  intellect 

and  noteworthy  achievements  are  commonplace  in  every  generation.  How 
ever,  we  would  be  judged  as  derelict  if  we  did  not  register  our  appreclati> 
of  his  virtues  and  acclaim.  By  his  dedication  to  the  affairs  of  State  he 
was  duly  honored  by  being  knighted  "Grlpenbjelke . " 

Let  descendants  seek  to  emulate  Sir  Johan's  courage,  vision  and 
dedication.  In  further  recognition  of  this  Illustrious  member  of  our  herit¬ 
age,  we  have  had  cast  several  bronze  plaques  of  his  Coat  of  Arms  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  would  be  approved  by  Sir  Johan  as  having  thus 
been  doubly  honored. 

The  titular  name  of  "Grlpenbjelke"  has  more  than  passing  signifi¬ 
cance,  literally  translated  it  would  be  "  Griff  inbeam .  "  A  griffin  is  a  Greel' 
mythical  fabrication,  being  a  composite  of  half  eagle  and  half  lion.  This 
combination  of  fowl  and  animal  was  used  in  large  sculptures  by  the 
Greeks  to  watch  over  treasures  of  gold  and  gems.  Bjelke  or  beam  can  be  , 
explained  as  a  member  in  building  construction  carrying  great  weight.  ; 
The  uniting  of  eagle  and  lion  tends  to  place  emphasis  on  the  virtues  of 
both,  most  noteworthy  among  these  are  vision,  courage,  integrity,  and 
the  capacity  to  shoulder  responsibility.  Evidently  Sir  Johan  Peter  Wankif 
(Grlpenbjelke)  was  the  personification  of  all  these  qualities. 
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gtii  yd  B'jTiJJiiiu^a  Hniil  ni  be^u  at>w  iomiub  bna  ivfuJ  lo  noUiyniiimoo 
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J  He.  beaAjtih  po/i  Aaim:  Oa  a  ^e<we  a-^uAe.  ove/i  cuLL  an  oCve  i/xe^e  iAAuoni  cowdjtJi- 
.  chanQ.ed.  veni,  oa,  veni.  Qn&Ai.  -  a  daru.-iyLLf.fun  Aoble  hoixLinq  Ln  ike  dejcLen  i<iu>  a 
►  .duJOAd  eae-d  cui^eni,  and.  an  o-Live  iwLg.  veni  wound  Aound  ike.  AwondL 

'  7 nanAlai.ed  inio  non-HenaJuLic.  iejwM:  A  y>dd  (oa)  Ahuedd  ckaAij.ed  wLiJi  at  blue  (ar^iAje) 

■  (feAAe)  band  acnoyiA  iJve  cenJjeA  oae-ihund  of  ike  Akuedd..  Ooen  iiie  Lkobe  4kijedjl  i4  an 
I  oiuve  ineef coundjen-chanj^ed)  addeyuuiie,ltj.  gnjeen  ( vend),  goid^  gAee/i.  Tke  cAJtAi  Li  a 
I  gAuffun  cwt-off  out  ikg.  wuuLii  (demi)  kobding.  Ln  Ld.4  Au^hd.  (dexdjen)  juaw  a  Aidve-x  (oAgend) 
Awond  wLdh  poind  upiKuidi  { enecd)  widk  a  gneen  oidoe  doxg.  wound  /u)und  ike  Auwnd.  The 
gAuffdn.  iyi  biacli  (.ioLde). 

Tke  feAAe  La  one  of  ike.  nine.  Ao-cadded  Honounabde  OndunoAdjeAy  AiAodi^ki-AiiLed  fugu-xei 
one-ikund  ike  widik  of  ike.  Ahuedd,  fdjiAi  AijnbodA  uAed  io  idendd.fg  men  enccuieil  in 
OAinOUA,  Oi  La  ike  middiang  gduiLLie  of.  konoun. 

t 

Tke  oddve  b/ianck  oa  deaveA  one  ike  eiribdemA  of  peace  and  concaAiL 

Tke  gAdf-fdn  La  a  ckimeAdcad  cneaduAe  having  ike  head,  luingA  and  iaLonri  of  an  eagie 
and  ike  bodg  of  a  dijon.  Od  La  one  of  ike  pAuncdpad  beoaungA  in  henaddAg  ofien  uied 
o-j  a  cAeAi,  Oi  "AeiA  fondk  ike  pAOpeAdg  of  a  vadjoAouA  Aoddien  wkoAe  magnanumddg  La 
Auck  ikad  he  widt  dane  add  dangenA,  and  even  deadk  idAedf,  naikeA  i}\an  became  cupdive". 

Oi  clLao  indicadeA  vigddancg, 

the  Awond  La  a  weapon  fddded  foA  execiation  and  fuAidce.  Oi  La  ike  inue  embdem  of 
trudddang  harwuA  and  Akoudd  incide  ike  beanen  io  a  puAi  and  genenoai  puAyiuui  of  honoun 
and  vLndue  Ln  wandddie  deedA, 

QodoAA  one  AepneAendaddve  of  ike  penAonad  ckoAOcdeAuAidcA  of  ike  ondginad  beaaeA  arui  ane 
gAOnied  ondg  Lf  he  be  wondkg,  fjodd  AigndfdeA  gnenoAidg  and  edevaddun  of  mini;  b.Lue, 
dogpddg  and  inadk;  gneen,  AiuAddneAA  and  Ainengdk;  AoJbde,  ike  fun  dining  of  nwgai  aooeA, 
conAiancg  and  nobidddig. 

The  mandJdng  woa  a  dange  Acanf  of  heavg  cdoik  oa  deoiken  iknown  oveA  ike  helmed  io 
pnoiecd  ike  neck  fnom  ike  head  of  ike  Aun  and  ike  anmouA  fnam  nitAi.  dhen  uAed  oa  a 
deconaiion  foA  padnidngA,  ike  oudAide  inuAi  be  ike  train  codoA  of  ike  -Akiedd  ( b-Lie),  and 
ike  dining  ike  main  meiad  (godd).  The  wneaik  of  Aix.  AinandA  muAi  be  iwiAied  udienjui-Ledg 
of  ike  medad  and  codoA  and  La  uAed  io  hodd  ike  cneoi  io  ike  mantling  u/td  helmet. 
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%^v  f>aTiftvA  sASk  ^Q  eaiSua.Mi^i»ttMAd  W«e^3k\  \o  AvitUa^ftMOKe^  mo  ^ 

.SiuVA  yblUJkiXo  V  I 

)<t>  i^KftcviV  tdi!^  ift^iW  iinti  i;viaiA^  Vif>o  ^ 

*  ’  I  '  W  \irJi\vftiuAL4Ms 

CV  VftfrinA  ftAi.  JVMMt  ittUftM.  MiAk»(iV  M>  ^WU\A  y*  .yJOV  •  kOM  ftA\ 

ft  MV  lyftiAt  r\ftA*».  Jikkuk  rmjnM  »Ai  Wvo  nftk  ftAi.  WvV  toto^^Aaftn  *A9^  -^oftAatft^ 

ViMO  ,V>tpA''i  ViokAin  aj\St  \«i  AoVfio  tvkMft  yKi,  oA.  AftiiftfftttftL 

i^VftiwvftWu  )oVit>>vj6>  ftii  itftiini  i:iBnBr.bk  jut.  5^  ftrfA  A>W«i^  VaA.%iH  Aiwt  ytX  ftAV 

VntfV  ^uV^>U«>  SlMk  «A.  ^kftfO  »Al'  Vi-ftA  «»V  W(4»  Ki  VtfXU  AuW>  VftVft  ^lAftW 
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STHNTOFTH,  BLINKING.  SWiniHN. 


?  UATK  AflOL'T  A  U.  GOO  — 700. 


English  translation  of  the  Runes  above  and  a  brief 
history  of  Runestones  is  given  on  the  averse  side. 
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FIRST  WRITINGS  IN  THE  NORTH 

Runic  stones  numbering  in  the  hundreds  have  been  recorded  from  all 
parts  of  the  Northland,  varying  in  size  from  tiny  to  enormous  monoliths  10 
feet  high  and  5  feet  wide.  They  were  primarily  used  as  grave  markers ,  but 
bear  no  dates.  From  early  times,  engravings  of  Runic  specimens  have  been 
filed  and  catalogued  for  subsequent  studies  to  transliterate  and  translate. 
Those  on  record  span  the  gamut  of  time  from  the  Lst  to  16th  centuries,  the 
majority  being  older  than  the  11th.  To  shed  further  enlightenment  upon  this 
heathen  civilization,  thousands  more  of  these  Futhorcs  have  been  found 
Inscribed  on  wood,  metal  and  bone  in  the  form  of  family  medals,  combs, 
weapons,  coins  and  golden  ornaments.  With  few  exceptions,  when  a  tale 
was  related,  the  vast  majority  bear  words  of  an  epltaphic  motif,  closely 
paralleling  those  of  modem  times.  For  example,  a  finger  ring  with  gold 
lettering  states  "Aethred  Owns  Me  -  Eanred  engraved  me." 

The  large  Runic  Monument  reproduced  herein  is  4-1/2  feet  above 
ground  and  2-1/2  feet  wide.  It  was  found  at  Stentofte,  Bleking  province, 
Sweden,  not  far  from  our  Grandfather's  farm,  it  stems  from  the  period 
about  600  A.D.  This  Runic  Monument  is  used  herein  expressly  to  aid  in 
giving  penetration  to  an  age  prior  to  the  commencement  of  our  own  family 
recording  which  begins  with  the  birth  in  1539  of  our  illustrious  forefather, 

Petrus  Jonae.  g 012156 

The  carving  on  the  Runic  Monument  pictured  herein  is  translated: 

"Aye,  they  shall  have  praise  in  their  new  chamber, 
these  honored  chiefs  of  the  Haethuwolf  clan. 

Here  speak  these  Runes  their  fame, 
yea,  a  multitude  of  braves  they  slew. 

Aebae  carved  this  important  work." 

The  Runic  alphabet  is  called  "futhorc,"  the  individual  letters  are 
Runestaves  or  Runes.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  these  characters  origi¬ 
nated  as  an  independent  offshoot  of  an  early  form  of  the  Greek  alphabet. 

It  is  prudent  to  believe  that  the  early  Vikings  in  their  many  forays  along 
coastal  waters  to  the  Mediterranean  area,  became  versatile  in  linguistics 
and  brought  the  art  of  writing  to  the  north.  Also  through  central  Europe, 
the  pagan  tribesmen  in  merchantile  pursuits,  plied  the  lower  Danube  and 
other  great  rivers  of  the  continent  from  their  confluences  with  the  Baltic 
and  North  Seas  to  the  Greek  Empire  that  stretched  over  the  northern  shores 
of  the  Black  Sea.  Runic  bearers  are  confined  to  the  Northland,  to  both 
sides  of  the  North  Sea,  about  two-thirds  of  the  aggregate  have  been  found 
in  Scandinavia,  the  other  third  was  found  in  England,  Scandinavia's  oldest 
colony.  During  the  3rd,  4th,  5th  and  following  centuries,  there  is  marked 
evidence  of  extensive  trade  and  transmigration  between  the  myriad  of  in¬ 
dependent  "states"  and  "kingdoms"  which  collectively  formed  the  North¬ 
land.  All  were  closely  knit  by  common  Interests  and  nationalistic  charac¬ 
teristics  , 
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HT5?OM  UHT  MI  aOMlTIfW  TEHn 

Uc  tnoil  bfibw09t  aaad  ovn/1  ab^mbru/ii  ddl  tii  prUi^tnun  8(»Aoia  oinuli 
01  adjtloooia  eucidiond  oi  vatt  tnoil  dsia  m  (•niYiAv’  vbntsldiioM  aril  lo  aiiaq 
iml  t  eia;(i6m  «»’/c.ip  aa  b^SM  ifUui/nlnq  mev/  Y^ffr  .ablw  l»al  Z  bns  rf©lfl 
noddifvari  cmtmio»qE  oimtfl  apAlvdi^ne  tesmliyiiea  moil  .aoiab  on  lawi 
.sJbisncrt  bfxfi  slciaJilanail  ol  SAlbuia  rnoupaadi/s  k4  hdUDolnlao  bim  bdIU 
9rtJ  ^aaliuJrtoo  dlBl  oJ  tail  adJ  mo%l  emit  lo  ortt  bicoart  no  aaoifT 

sldJmHiii  InaniaaldipIi/iQidiiluii  tbda  oT  .rUlX  dfh  rt&ilt  ^^bloprrtdd  yliioXaffl 
Utuo!  n»9d  wul  ftOTOfUiil  aeadl  Ic  910m  Rbnt>sjiod)  ^nolif.sitlvio  naiilbod 
.eomoo  ,alt5h9m  It’  miol  ©fii  nl  9«u5d  bna  Iela«i  ,boow  no  bddl'ioenl 

biisj  b  nddw  ,a;iohq^xs  wai  littW  .ainsmbATO  aablo^  bnt  euioo  ^aitoqMw 
Vlsa^lo  .lltann  olilqr*lIq9  qa  \o  abiow  i^od  i^ilnolijai  lauv  9(lJ  ^baial^i  »fiw 
blup  ritlw  piHiiopati  b  .dlqmiVHd  loT  .aamU  inabom  \o  aaorfi  pAliolittieq 
''.am  bavefipna  beinaS  -  aM  anwO  baidlaA**  eaitila  pAiiaJMl 
a 

vivodft  Jaai  S\I-^  ai  nlatod  baauboTKi&i  inamunoM  oinwH  opwl  arfT 
^oonlvoiq  gnl^IalW  ,3x101:194^  jirbiii/6^  aww  n  .ablw  laal  S\1*S  bna  bnuoiD 
I>oiiaq  afb  mo^  amaia  li  a*i9rt?i.lbft6iO  mo  mort  i/sl  ion  ,it*4t>«w8 

n«  bl.£k  ol  vXaaa^qxa  filaiart  b»tu  ax  j^ami/noM  olnv^  alrfT  .^O.A  OOB  iiHxit 
'{Itmrd  (Tv/o  iiio  lo  j-iTamao/tamiitoo  adi  oj  toikj  ape-  ob  ol  noUBiiaiioq  pntvty 
^lortJRld-jOt  auoi  '  iiili  1.J  1'  EWi  fil  /liHd  &rtJ  xtJiw  arUpsd  ttolriw  p(^inoo«T 

321S.T.0  ^  f  -  '  .aftflol  ftui39<l 

:ba}BUn6ix  &l  nifln|pd-b&iolOiq  ina^punoM  olauH  eAl  no  pnlviao  a.'fr 

VV«rt  t10»17  fU  ?JI0JIjBT4  lltide  %9yA** 

.nold  llowndl»£ll  axb  lo  alalxlo  b9'tom:>d  aaadi 
7lar(i  aonufl  oaatii  daaqa  9i»H 
^wala  yadl  lo  abuUllam  c  ,«»9y 

"..Iwy*  ir.i^hoqml  airtJ  bavt^»  aniitA 

310  Bi9XJ0l,ifiubiJv!brtI  9#^  "»i>iofliul'‘  bailfiO  «1  ivdftdqln  otnuH  arfT 
-tplio  &‘tal0ii]^it9'‘S)ixari}  tfili  bbf^u  au  21  .ta/iuH  to  Bevftiaaiuill 

.JodAtiqib  ottl  M  AtToi  aii  14  roc'iufW  )jiet3<t»K}«tw>l  no  aa  balan 

pnc/Iii  av£]<^  ytium  iiadi  r.pni:i(tV  yhtia  odt  jottl  dvallo^  oJ  Inabuiq  ti  }I 
eoiraidi/nll  ai  .^*^4  auoxiBnolibjM  adi  cf  aT^tew  laiaeoa 

laqo’iujl  IjsT^gp  K^uidl^osiA’  .itrtofi  nib  yntliivf  lo  no  arfJ  iriyuorJ  bna 
bni^  a^luxra!!^  »ri) J><^Uq  .aJXbaiuq  oUlni*iioi«m  nl  (tomBadlif  ntn>bq  9H1 

ol2li>H  ed)  «£!soa9uUno?5-TJ4i^  mtCkli^^nanijnoo  adJ  lo  Jaoip  larljo 

aeiwtib  nxfl  b«do>tnxt  lAdl  a’xlqmli  i^aici  vUj  oi  tae>2  dtioM  bita 

riiuil  04  ^LaulJhiSH''j^Aj'(^  pttrftryrKT  >vl.;blouH  ,»»«*3  ^iooiS  92U  lo 

bnool  .i#oJ  jvnjt  isrtrt»flrr:*n».  lo  ;uxx}e»  ^^8  rtnoH  axil  lo  aabic 

44obio  «*^«'lvaxtXb0j^  lU  hnmit  ount  axU  « x^vfioibnaoE  ni 

badtcin  4cM lixiiw  biuibiic  .tit  »j1f  i>filiun  .ynoloo 

-alio  Injii^.R  a^fi  noov^ri*:!  rtdblitli'is'iiuiit  bde  tiebi  avlan»lxe)  lo  aonahlva 
-(btoM  oHj  i7amio!  \fl9v*Jo9tloo  ffolffw  "efftobcnli*'  bn/j  "taioJi*  inabnaqab 
olxaiionaUijn  Lnt»  alkoialrJ  nomiiK>a  yd  Un;(  ylaanlo  oitiw  llA  .bnai 
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Runic  carving  is  the  oldest  art  remaining  from  the  time  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers  ,  we  are  told  it  shows  a  high  degree  of  civilization  and  technical 
skill  which  in  some  things  was  higher  than  now.  'fliis,  in  part,  explains 
how  it  was  possible  for  these  dauntless  clans  to  infiltrate  and  be'  Invited 
by  older  powers,  to  bring  an  influence  that  was  fresh  and  invigorating. 
Most  authoritative  sources  agree  that  the  Heathen  Runic  Culture  was 
common  to  all  the  Northland,  that  it  appeared  everywhere  in  about  the 
same  period.  It  is  also  clear  that  this  peculiar  culture  and  nationality 
is  not  restricted  to  one  particular  spot  in  any  of  the  north  lands.  The 
Runes  meet  us  in  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark  and  England,  from  north  to 
south.  All  Scandinavia  from  Lapland  to  the  Eider  and  all  England  from 
Kent  to  the  Firth  of  Forth  share  this  common  heritage. 

Students  of  Comparative  Philology  are  in  accord  that  the  basics  of 
the  English  language  are  derived  from  the  North,  the  Northmen  settled 
large  areas  of  England  over  the  centuries,  they  spoke  one  tongue  only, 
that  being  old  Scandinavian.  Northland  English  is  the  birth  tongue  of 
England  and  her  colonies.  The  Runic  language  with  its  many  dialects 
dates  to  the  birth  of  Christ  and  beyond.  With  Christianity  having  been 
first  introduced  to  England,  a  transition  period  followed  which  resulted 
in  the  gradual  banishment  of  Runes  and  worship  of  pagan  Gods,  the  lan¬ 
guage  by  then  was  completely  "Latinized."  In  Scandinavia  the  language 
changed  to  the  influences  of  Saxons  and  Germans  and  the  people  were 
referred  to  as  Scandio-Goths .  However,  a  "oneness"  has  ever  asserted 
itself  between  the  Northland  countries. 

The  hundreds  of  stately  barrows,  cairns  and  grave  mounds  from  the 
Iron  Age  often  employ  the  funeral  words  speaking  of .  .  .  .  Peace  and  Rest 
for  the  departed. . .  .  that  the  grave  was  a  place  of  continuation.  .  . .  that 
the  departed  shall  live  a  "mystic"  life  therein.  ...  to  dwell  in  another 
land.  The  formula  for  "rest"  and  the  Invocation  of  the  gods  themselves 
is  evidence  that  our  ancestors  held  fast  to  the  belief  of  a  future  state, 
the  ever-life  of  the  soul.  Thus  Christianity,  in  its  surge  forward  into  the 
Northland,  had  only  to  give  clearer  views  and  to  teach  the  name  of  the 
Great  Unknown  whom  all  felt  after.  Most  of  Scandinavia  was  readily 
converted  to  Christianity  and  Romanism  without  use  of  force,  no  more 
than  was  dictated  in  carrying  out  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation.  At 
this  juncture,  our  Family  History  has  its  point  of  beginning,  our  fore¬ 
father  Bishop  Jonea  continues  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  the  work  of 
the  Reformation . 

Documentation  for  the  above  treatise  is  taken  from  a  rare  book  of 
large  dimensions  with  hundreds  of  lithographic  reproductions  of  Runic 
bearing  specimens,  their  transliteration  and  translations.  The  book  is 
called: 


HANDBOOK  of  Old  Northern  RUNIC  MONUMENTS 
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-aioJ  iwo  k*  aittiJ  &iii  lUOid  4eg1>1o  srii  zl  a:tnu-4 

bw.  nolK.iJiUvUi  io  aworf?:  Ji  bloi  yifi  ow  . 

a;;l/.laxa  .Jic-q  tii  ,arn‘  .wvii  nti/i:  iwipUi,  36%v  soiOfc  /ti  /luljiw  1U^« 

bdllvai  «<i  bnn  i*l6ill4hjU  oJ  Jiat  Ui  dSniil  lol  aidisagq  ftfAtf  il  wori 

.vaH^iupivat  mic,  dfrw  ne.  fJiUid  ca  tablo  *<<1 

tfttw  9Ui7liiD  auii/M  rcarlJbt^H  y'*fj  JUil  99ipi.  ’s9'jiou8,Wi4jM*^<}iye  4«oM 
‘iii)  9iofivtfYi5itv9  baiof>qii4>  Jt  ipiit  i*f1i  lift  oJ  oomoioy 

yliinaoijitjt  bno  cnuJXi/o  itJkio  jq  slrii  liirfi  it&io  naie  ai^il  .boiioQ 
9><X  .ebn&l  rttwr.n  >bJ  lo  ymynt  \cluoiJTf.q  9n*>pJ  h«4vi  ilBMi  jua  at 
oj  rfTjon  moil  4  bn£  :<i8»aav»0  v  '/&v/ic>tl  4n‘ifaat)rti'9  oi  aw  !©»«  Ednwfl 

nwvii  hatripnl  Jlc  bitr-  orf^  tJJ  bnsiqui  moil  tsivanibaEz^ii  ILA  .rttuo^ 

.  fiGuimot)  eirli  ^itiiCa  rijKil  lo  rliti'’!  aaj  oi  iJiaJI 

'*  TIP 

to  a*jie;iJj  adJ  biopoa-ai  '^Tu  yvolollfH  gvlJbitiqinoD  io  tun'jttalQ^ 

b^biba  numjinoU  sdi  ^da^oW  aiij  uiPii  bavlifth  ’jii>  ngnu^ifiJ  ii<itlpnl  ojJt 
^yltjo  wpnoi  »rto  o;4oqE  ,  35iJTVl/soc»  aril  lovo  biiftipnS  to 
lo  «opj«)J  fiJilU  ^nj  3l  dsupnlt  b/uilrfJioll  .  niilvp^tbiTc,:.*cJ  bio  piitad  luril 
EiOdiulb  yjiiwTi  ;rfJlv/  opftae^,f'l' plifujli  arfT  .asltipiqo  ipfi  unfo  bni  lyfw 
rteeJ  pnJ'/cd  .brtoy^ci  ban  JHiirlO  t©  lUiid  prit  ol  eo^»»b 

bJllwtwt  dpibw  b^woUoi'boiiaq  dotrt'anf.’ii  /)  ,iiH:4  lpn3  oi  bdoaboiini  Jaili 
-acl  &iij  ^abuO  r.J'Pftq  io  qUI^KM  Ixk-  i^nufl  \v  JnomdalfitHl  pda  ni 

optapnvl  *jd}  tivu^^nl^  td  "".bojiinlii  J  “  yldJslqmoo  ^fiw  mirfj  apfcup 
diaw  alqoa*!  brtt  eqoxaS  lo  adJ  01  baf%<nc.ffo 

b»ii{%cieo  »®V9  8feil  "celadortc.'b  6  ^lavowoH  .  JiiUb0~oiba6Oid  9.0  ui  boiialoi 
a  .  B9iiinuoo  btir,lrlbioM  »dJ  ;i«*bw»3d  VlgeJl 
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sdJ  fumt  ibttuoin  bnt>  &ml&o  4  kwoned  yJ^iojs  lo  Bboib/cjri  odl 

KioSi  bai*  ,l<x  pnl'/fftoqE  .iflriow  liit3*bai  a/b  '^iqaio' niJ^o  apA  noil 

lerii  , . .  .noljftwrtljnoo  Ibo^rlq  ft.aaw,  avaip  orb  Jodi  . ..  •bolieqj^b  s/li  lol 
larbpne  n?  lt»wb  ot  . . .  .moiorti  atll  "□Ixeym"  a  ovtl  LUul«  boli2^i:a>  jilJ 
eavloamadi  aUn^  3(41  ip.  ftolJt:ioov>(f.  a4l  bac  ’'laai”  vA  adumiol  ailT  .bar.l 
4at*>e  aiuliii  a  ip  ^lo^di^  iioi  hiprj^  ftioJBaonj>  ^uo  If'dJ  eti/ioUva  tti 
ads  olnt  bi6v»"ioi  ooiu$  m  y^Jinbi^JiuitiO-  BuifT  Adot  odJ  lo  9Ul~iwa  aill 
o(ti  to  9ffM>b  ^dl  iheioi  ai  ^ac  twot^  zmh&j^  o'/lv  oi  ^Irto  bbtl  i  bfiMdnoH 
YUbiiOi  HtAv  ulvcnibfifiofi  to  f.joM  .iftilfi  ilat  Uc*  mpdw  nwondnU  iMii) 
sndni  ofl  vnoiol  to  pfca  JaUilKW  4u^lfifimoH  bji»r  ’eJlncKehilO  oJ  bdnav/ioo 
lA  lo  iiooiTibob  941  iuo  kjnlSfrxto  iii  baicUotb  ntwlj 

"OtOi  wo  4pfU«nivod  lo  t^oq  ait  £*iid  ynotiUU  491^101101  »frtl 

lo  itv^w  uiii  biM5  foquop  tio  btfdt'ii*  ^1  ^  ^ourtlfnpo  a^aoj  qortaifl  i®4i«i 

'  f  ♦UOlJtH'iPlaM  mil 


to  XuoU  pitiJ  i*  moil  aytfjjn  *^yi«q6  xkl  nt>jflt>i'i<.niwooil 

M.adl  to  en<i(tobirin4«') 3bei&90il  si;ftli 

ti  atfy.xl  srfT  .amUrdkwmi  fcxja  iK3Jr»«io<fjfar!t«i  il  .laJ  ^anamlowqt:  pniioad 
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The  runestone,  for  ceiituilos  liniji-ddeiJ  In  itie  foundation  of  ttie  rectory, 
wad  moved  to  Its  present  place  in  Ibtti.  The  inscription  reads;  Vaiyas, 
ArnkeJ,  and  Andvind,  and  tlieir  motlier,  Kodalt.  Tlie  three  Lrotru  rs  erected 
tliese  stones  In  the  riiemory  of  their  father.  Holme. 
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RULERS  OF  SWEDEN 
and 

Some  of  Their  Accomplishments 
Pertaining  to  This  Genealogy 

(Factual  information  is  from  text  book  of  Carl  Grlmberg) 
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PAGANS  and  Warrior  CHIEFTAINS  served  prior  to  this  date 
OLAF  LAPKING 

Mentioned  as  being  first  Christian  sovereign,  baptized  a  Catholic, 
In  1152  Sweden  placed  herself  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Pooe 
in  Rome . 

BIRGER  TARL 

Recorded  as  first  ruler  worthy  of  the  name  STATESMAN.  He  Issued 
celebrated  peace  or  security  laws  of  Home,  Church,  Assembly 
and  Women.  The  first  three  prohibited  attacks  on  anyone  while  at 
or  going  to  and  from  these  places.  The  law  regarding  women's 
security  forbade  anyone  to  attack  or  carry  away  a  woman  for  a  wife. 

MAGNUS  LADULAS 

Issued  order  that  all  men  who  would  render  Knight-Service,  that  is 
to  equip  man  and  horse  with  full  armor  for  the  defense  of  the  king-* 
dom,  should  be  exempt  from  paying  taxes  to  the  King,  Thus  arose 
a  privileged  NOBLES  military  class.  At  the  same  time  the  CLERGY 
^came  fully  organized  and  were  granted  the  same  concession. 

The  foregoing  culminated  in  the  forming  of  four  ESTATES  to  repre¬ 
sent  all  the  people,  each  permitted  one  vote  in  a  unique  democratic 

CLERGY;  second  the  NOBLES; 
third  the  BURGHERS,  merchants  in  the  towns  who  were  engaged  in 
trade  and  rnanufacture;  fourth,  all  the  free  PEASANTRY  representing 
agricultural  workers.  The  foremost  NOBLES  were  Knights  devoted 
to  warfare  and  chivalry.  For  the  security  of  their  personal  posses¬ 
sions  and  huge  estates  in  these  turbulent  times,  these  NOBLES 
built  for  their  dwellings  strongly  fortified  castles  surrounded  by 
moats  and  towers  that  bristled  with  weapons.  Many  of  the  elegant 
urnishlngs  of  these  castles  in  later  years  were  the  booty  from  for¬ 
eign  conquest  of  which  churches  were  a  lucrative  source. 

MAGNUS  ERICSSON 

Authorized  learned  jurists  to  compile  and  unify  laws  of  the  various 
provinc^  into  national  laws  applicable  to  rural  districts  and  towns 
alike.  Henceforth  people  were  not  to  think  of  themselves  as  West 

but  as  citizens  of  one  country  —  all  Swedes 
U350J.  The  King  abolished  slavery  decreeing  "no  one  bom  of 
Christian  parents  shall  ever  be  a  slave,"  a  triumph  for  Christianity, 
error  reigned  in  1350  in  j^^^onn  of  a  universal  catastrophy  —  the 
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Oriental  Plague  commonly  called  Black  Death.  It  is  written  that 
one  half  the  population  of  Europe  succumbed,  it  was  slightly  less 
effective  in  the  northern  latitudes . 

1412  ERIC  of  POMERANIA 

Under  his  rule  Germans  swarmed  into  Sweden  and  assumed  impor¬ 
tant  positions  as  bailiffs  of  the  King  and  as  such  ruled  all  the 
people.  The  Lords  became  indignant  but  it  was  the  miners  and 
peasants  under  the  leadership  of  mine  owner  Engelbert  Engelberts- 
son  that  took  action.  Representing  the  BURGHERS  he  formed  a 
coalition  with  the  PEASANTS  who  in  turn  forced  the  large  land 
owners  (the  Lords)  to  renounce  their  allegiance  to  King  Eric. 

1435  ENGELBERT  ENGELBERTSSON 

Was  appointed  regent  of  the  realm.  By  the  continued  cooperation 
of  the  BURGHERS  and  PEASANTS  coupled  with  the  support  of  the 
landlords,  a  balance  of  power  was  exerted  over  the  other  ESTATES 
of  NOBLES  and  CLERGY.  In  1477,  by  Papal  sanction,  the  now  well 
known  and  popular  UPPSALA  UNI\^RSITY  was  founded.  Due  to  the 
scarcity  of  capable  Instructors  ,  printed  books  and  adequate  financ¬ 
ing,  learning  was  restricted  for  the  first  one  hundred  years.  In 
1450,  John  Gutenberg  invented  the  modern  version  of  the  printing 
press  using  movable  type .  After  a  century  in  the  perfection  process  , 
books  became  within  the  means  of  most  of  the  common  people. 
After  the  UPPSALA  UNIVERSITY  became  fully  operative  it  no  longer 
was  necessary  for  young  men  to  seek  education  in  Paris  and  other 
places.  Heretofore  education  in. Sweden  emanated  from  the  con¬ 
vents  and  cathedrals  which  was  in  essence  restricted  to  the  train¬ 
ing  of  priests  and  monks.  Latin  was  predominantly  used  by  the 
hierarchy,  the  language  of  the  cultured  during  that  time. 

-  Note  - 

The  dates  given  heretofore  are  in  most  instances 
approximate.  Various  families  gathered  followers  , 
influence  and  power  which  made  them  sovereigns 
by  Might  rather  than  by  Right  of  succession. 

Records  to  the  sixteenth  century  are  too  vague  and 
fragmentary  to  be  specific.  The  early  rulers  being 
mostly  legendary. 

1523-1560  GUSTAVUS  I  or  Gustaf  (Erickson)  Vasa 

A  nobleman  and  the  founder  of  the  modem  Swedish  monarchy. 
He  secured  for  his  country  its  religious  independence  by 
introducing  the  reforms  of  Martin  Luther.  By  the  waging  of 
foreign  conquests  and  through  mismanagement  and  neglect 
of  internal  affairs,  Sweden  and  its  people  had  become  im¬ 
poverished,  a  condition  that  commanded  the  attention  of  the 
new  Monarch.  It  was  found  that  the  Church  was  a  definite 
factor  in  the  Crown's  financial  predicament.  The  Church 
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had  accumulated  immense  wealth  including  silver  and  gold, 
and  owned  one  fifth  of  the  productive  land  for  which  it  paid 
no  tax.  Thus  it  was  the  lot  of  GUSTAF  VASA  to  break  this 
stranglehold . 

While  the  King  attended  a  Riksdag  (parliament)  held  at 
Strengnas  he  heard  a  report  from  an  emissary  who  had  been 
present  in  Wlttenburg  (Germany)  when  Martin  Luther  made 
his  revolutionary  proposals.  King  GUSTAVUS  was  favorably 
impressed  and  by  utilizing  the  media  of  the  printing  press, 
the  Doctrines  of  Martin  Luther  were  spread  to  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  The  Swedish  translation  of  the  New  Testament 
was  completed  in  152  6  but  was  not  acceptable  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Clergy .  In  an  effort  to  settle  the  economic  controversy 
with  the  Church,  the  King  gave  a  report  on  the  nation's 
critical  financial  condition  to  the  Riksdag  attended  by  the 
ESTATES.  In  conclusion  he  asked  the  ESTATES  to  appropriate 
funds  for  government  operations,  the  King  did  not  mention 
what  sources  were  available  but  the  Implication  was  under¬ 
stood  . 

Bishop  Brask,  representing  the  Spiritual  ESTATE,  pleaded 
that  they  could  not  rellnguish  any  of  the  Church's  posses¬ 
sions  without  sanction  of  the  Pope.  After  deliberating  for 
three  days  the  Riksdag  reached  a  decision  resulting  in  vic¬ 
tory  for  the  Crown.  Henceforth  the  King  instead  of  the  Pope 
became  the  chief  governor  of  the  Church  of  Sweden.  The 
new  regulations  were  intolerable  to  the  CLERGY  and  the 
reign  of  the  powerful  Bishops  ended,  simultaneously  the 
ESTATE  of  the  CLERGY  ceased  to  exist  as  members  of  the 
King  s  council.  By  being  restricted  in  its  former  practices 
the  Roman  Church  gradually  disintegrated .  The  King,  GUSTAF 

VASA,  had  three  sons - ERIC,  JOHN,  and  CHARLES,  all  of 

whom  succeeded  him  (not  consecutively). 

1560-1568  ERIC  XIV 

Extravagant  and  weak  ' 

1568-1592  JOHN  III  ' 

Loved  grandeur,  delighted  in  beautifying  churches.  He  was 
partial  to  the  old  Catholic  service  with  its  pomp  and  beau-  * 
tlful  music  as  contrasted  to  the  simple  LUTHERAN  service. 
King  JOHN  married  a  Polish  princess  of  the  Catholic  faith 
from  this  union  a  son,  SIGISMUND,  became  heir  to  the 
throne.  Meanwhile  the  King  became  more  prejudiced  toward 
Lutheranism . 

It  will  be  noted  elsewhere  in  this  book  that  our  forebear. 
Bishop  PETRUS  JONAE  ,  was  summoned  before  King  JOHN 'to 
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resolve  difference  of  opinion  in  the  expansion  of  the  Lutheran 
Doctrine.  While  the  King  was  anxious  to  have  the  Catholic 
mass  restored,  he  also  worked  to  have  the  two  religions 
reconciled.  As  a  compromising  gesture  he  introduced  a  new 
church  book  printed  in  both  Latin  and  Swedish  prescribing  a 
grander  and  more  beautiful  liturgy.  On  submitting  a  plan  to 
the  Pope  for  the  uniting  of  the  two  faiths,  it  was  rejected, 
whereupon  King  John's  zeal  for  Catholicism  began  to  wane. 

1592-1600  SIGISMUND 

Son  of  King  John  Ill  was  reared  and  educated  in  Poland  as  a 
Roman  Catholic,  the  faith  of  his  mother.  Wliile  in  Poland 
he  demonstrated  a  zeal  to  persecute  protestants  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Jesuit  priests.  Tlie  Swedes  were  aware  of 
his  attitude  toward  them  as  he  ascended  to  the  throne  in  an 
atmosphere  clouded  by  suspicion  and  foreign  intrigue.  Even 
as  SIGISMUND  raised  his  hand  in  taking  the  oath  of  his 
position  he  was  perjuring  himself,  having  secretly  assured 
the  Jesuits  on  the  day  before  that  he  would  reintroduce  the 
concessions  to  the  Catholic  Church.  As  the  news  of  this 
traitorous  act  aroused  the  populace,  SIGISMUND  retreated 
to  Poland  only  to  return  with  an  army.  After  several  skir¬ 
mishes  he  was  soundly  routed  at  Linkoping  in  1598.  SIGIS¬ 
MUND  escaped  to  Poland  never  to  return  to  Sweden  again. 

1600-1611  CHARLES  IX 

Third  son  of  GUSTAVUS  I  (1523-1560)  and  brother  of  ERIC 
XIV  and  JOHN  III.  Was  devoted  to  the  meting  of  equal  jus¬ 
tice  to  all  and  was  considered  an  excellent  Monarch. 

1611-1632  GUSTAVUS  II  or  Gustaf  Adolph 

Although  only  sixteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  (CHARLES 
IX)  died,  he  was  matured  beyond  his  years.  No  attempt  will 
be  made  herewith  to  extoll  the  merits  and  abilities  of  this 
great  warrier  King.  He  campaigned  far  and  wide  without  suf¬ 
fering  defeat  or  staggering  loss  of  men.  Napoleon  regarded 
GUSTAVUS  ADOLPHUS  as  the  greatest  general  of  all  time, 
his  successes,  being  the  result  of  superior  training,  disci¬ 
pline  and  loyalty  which  led  to  bravery  that  demoralized  his 
foes.  By  his  deeds  the  dominion  of  Sweden  was  expanded 
far  beyond  the  Baltic  regions  and  elevated  Sweden  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  a  world  power. 

The  30  Year  War  in  northern  Europe  began  October  31,  1617, 
a  hundred  years  after  Martin  Luther  made  known  his  95  pro¬ 
positions,  some  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  sale  of  indul¬ 
gences.  'The  long  war  was  both  religious  and  political  in 
aspect,  with  the  countries  of  central  Europe  seeking  expan¬ 
sion  and  power;  they  were  directed  from  Rome  which  sought 
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to  regain  lost  territory  and  influence.  In  1630  GUSTAVUS 
ADOLPHUS  won  a  brilliant  victory  over  Tilly  near  Leipzig 
(Germany)  which  turned  the  tide  and  made  the  Doctrines  of 
Luther  secure .  Ironically,  two  years  later  in  1632  ,  at  a 
battle  near  Lutzen,  GUSTAVUS  ADOLPHUS  was  mortally 
wounded ,  leaving  a  daughter,  CHRISTINE,  as  his  successor. 
Minor  battles  and  skirmishes  continued  until  1648. 

1632-1654  CHRISTINE 

Weak  and  frivolous 

The  following  is  a  verbatim  account  of  the  attache 

of  GUSTAVUS  II  taken  from  New  Century  Reference 

Library,  1909  edition: 

Count  Axel  Oxenstlema  ,  a  Swedish  statesman  bom  June  16, 
1583,  studied  theology  at  Rostock,  Wittenberg  and  at  Jena, 
and  after  visiting  all  the  courts  in  Germany  he  returned  to 
Sweden  in  1602  and  entered  the  service  of  CHARLES  IX.  In 
1608  he  was  admitted  into  the  senate;  and  on  ascension  of 
GUSTAVUS  AD CLPH US  in  1611,  was  made  chancellor.  He 
accompanied  GUSTAVUS  ADCLPHUS  during  his  campaigns  in 
Germany  taking  charge  of  all  diplomatic  affairs;  and  on  the 
fall  of  his  master  at  Lutzen  (1632)  was  recognized  at  a  con¬ 
gress  assembled  as  the  head  of  the  Protestant  League.  The 
League  was  held  together  and  supported  solely  by  his  influ¬ 
ence  and  wisdom,  and  in  1636  he  returned  to  Sweden  after 
an  absence  of  10  years,  laid  down  his  extraordinary  powers, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  senate  as  chancellor  of  the  kingdom 
and  as  one  of  the  five  guardians  of  the  Queen.  In  1645  he 
assisted  in  negotiations  with  Denmark  at  Bromsebro,  and  on 
his  return  was  created  Count  by  QUEEN  CHRISTINE,  whose 
determination  to  abdicate  the  Crown,  he  strongly  but  un¬ 
successfully  opposed.  Count  Axel  Cxenstiema  died  in 
Stockholm,  August  28,  1654.  (End  of  quote) 

That  the  Count  was  a  great  statesman  is  attested  to  in  trib¬ 
utes  by  other  statesmen,  one  is  quoted  as  having  said,  "If 
all  statesmen  were  in  a  storm  in  a  ship  at  sea,  they  would 
choose  Axel  Cxenstiema  as  their  pilot."  The  foregoing  has 
added  significance  in  the  light  that  our  forebear.  Bishop  Isak 
Rothovlous ,  in  1597  was  engaged  to  tutor  the  three  Oxen- 
stlerna  brothers  and  accompanied  them  to  foreign  courts  and 
academies,  returning  to  Sweden  in  1602. 

Cn  reading  herein  it  will  be  further  noted  that  Captain  ARCN 
JCHANSSCN  (a  forebear)  was  Knighted  by  QUEEN  CHRISTINE 
on  January  14,  1653  ,  while  stationed  at  the  castle  at  Vlberg, 
Finland,  now  Vlpurli,  Russia. 
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1654-1660  CHARLES  X  also  called  Carl  Gustaf 

Cousin  of  QUEEN  CHRISTINE  was  another  successful  warrior 
King  whose  bright  future  was  abbreviated  in  his  prime  by  a 
seizure  of  fever.  He  left  a  son,  Charles,  age  four,  as  his 
heir, 

1660-1697  CHARLES  XI 

The  years  1660-1672  the  affairs  of  state  were  in  the  hand  of 
several  regents,  all  of  a  mediocre  caliber ,  during  this  regen¬ 
cy  the  treasury  was  depleted  while  the  many  land  estates 
enjoyed  Immense  incomes.  Some  credit  is  mentlonable^.that 
of  the  establishment  of  the  University  at  Lund  in  1668  and 
the  founding  of  the  Swedish  National  Bank. 

On  reaching  his  majority  in  1672  ,  the  young  King  reigned 
admirably  until  1697.  He  had  the  misfortune  during  the  last 
10  years  of  his  reign  to  witness  a  phenomenal  change  in  the 
seasons  of  the  years,  summers  became  cold  and  winters 
warm  resulting  in  total  crop  failures.  People  were  known  to 
eat  bark  from  trees  and  it  was  estimated  that  100 , 000  persons 
starved  to  death ,  whole  parishes  perished  and  churches  were 
abandoned .  King  Charles  died  in  1697  at  the  age  of  4 1 ,  leav¬ 
ing  a  son,  CHARLES,  age  15,  as  his  successor. 

1697-1718  CHARLES  XII 

A  child  was  again  King  of  Sweden ,  he  was  fifteen.  This  time 
the  ESTATES  declared  that  young  CHARLES  should  be  entrusted 
with  absolute  control  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  the  image  of 
his  father  and  possessed  all  the  qualifications  of  a  great 
ruler.  CHARLES  XII  resumed  the  expansion  of  the  Swedish 
borders  far  into  Poland  and  beyond  over  the  steppes  of  Russia 
to  Moscow.  However,  from  this  point  the  overextended 
supply  lines  and  adverse  weather  ruptured  all  means  of 
progress  or  retreat.  Of  those  who  survived  the  bitter  cold, 
most  were  made  Russian  prisoners,  few  escaped  back  to 
Sweden.  From  this  time  the  Swedish  empire  contracted. 

A  sidelight  to  the  campaigns  in  Russia  is  mentioned  in  a 
biography  of  Peter  the  Great  (1672-172  5).  At  the  battle  of 
Pultowjl  in  1709,  among  the  prisoners  taken  was  a  lady 
named  Catherine,  the  wife  of  a  slain  Swedish  officer.  The 
Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  married  her  and  upon  his  death  the 
Swedish  woman  became  CATHERINE  I,  Empress  of  Russia. 

With  the  death  of  CHARLES  XII  came  the  end  to  those  who 
had  a  legal  hereditary  right  to  the  throne.  His  two  sisters 
had  married  without  the  consent  of  the  ESTATES.  One  sister, 
ULRICA  ELEONORA,  warrled  to  Prince  FREDERICK  of  Hesse, 
was  chosen  as  succf^.ssnr^ 
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1718-1720  ULRICA  ELEONORA 

Was  chosen  to  be  Queen  by  the  Riksdag  in  1719,  she  abdi¬ 
cated  in  172  0  in  favor  of  her  husband  Frederick. 

1720-1751  FREDERICK  I 

The  exchange  was  no  Improvement.  In  spite  of  incompetency 
many  men  distinguished  themselves  during  his  reign,  among 
them  were  Carl  Linnaeus ,  world  famous  for  his  contribution 
to  botany,  and  Olaf  Dahlin  who  in  1732  printed  the  first 
newspaper  in  the  land,  called  "The  Swedish  Argus."  This 
was  the  age  of  illumination,  great  strides  were  made  in  the 
advancement  of  literature  and  culture.  On  the  death  of  King 
Frederick  there  was  no  heir. 


1751-1771  ADOLPH  FREDERICK 

Empress  ELIZABETH  of  Russia  because  of  concessions  made 
to  Sweden  in  the  peace  treaty  of  1743  ,  dictated  the  choice 
of  ADOLPH  FREDERICK,  a  kinsman  of  the  Empress.  He  was 
the  Duke  of  Holstein-Gottorp  (Germany)  and  an  honorable 
gentlemen  who  in  seeking  a  respite  from  State  affairSjdelighted 
to  work  with  his  precious  turning  lathe. 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  it  was  King  ADOLPH 
FREDERICK  that  Knighted  our  JOHAN  PETER  WANKIF 
with  the  titular  name  of  GRIPEN BJELKE  ,  December 
23,  1767. 


1771-1792  GUSTAVUS  III 

Eldest  son  of  ADOLPH  FREDERICK  was  an  excellent  Monarch. 


1792-1809  GUSTAVUS  IV  also  called  Gustaf  Adolph 

Was  only  a  child  when  his  father,  GUSTAVUS  III,  was  mur¬ 
dered  at  a  masquerade  ball  held  at  the  opera  house  in  Stock¬ 
holm.  During  the  boy's  minority  the  brother  of  his  father, 
Duke  Charles,  assumed  the  regency.  While  the  country 
prospered  under  the  regency  of  Duke  Charles  it  was  reversed 
when  the  young  King  became  involved  in  a  disastrous  war  with 
Russia.  In  a  treaty  signed  in  1809  Sweden  ceded  the  Aland 
Islands,  Finland  and  the  Swedish  Lapp  District  to  Russia, 
almost  one  half  of  their  dominion.  Terrific  losses  were  sus¬ 
tained  in  these  campaigns  which  aroused  the  ire  of  the 
Swedish  people  resulting  in  the  seizure  of  the  King  on  March 
13  ,  1809,  whereby  he  and  his  family  were  exiled  from  the 
country . 

1809-1818  CHARLES  XIH 

The  ESTATES  reinstated  Duke  Charles,  the  uncle  of  GUSTAVUS 
IV,  to  serve  as  King.  He  was  permitted  to  be  called  CHARLES 
XIII.  By  this  time  he  had  grown  old  and  feeble,  and  died 
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t  1818-1844 


leaving  no  heirs.  The  ESTATES  met  during  his  reign  and 
selected  one  of  Napoleon's  most  noted  generals ,  Marshal 
Bemadotte,  as  his  successor.  He  assumed  the  name  of 
Charles  John. 

CHARLES  XIV  JOHN 

Warfare  ceased  and  with  the  Bemadotte  reign  came  peace 
that  has  endured  till  this  day.  The  new  Royal  Family  ush¬ 
ered  in  a  new  era  for  the  Swedish  nation. 


1  1844-1859  OSCAR  I 


Son  of  CHARLES  XIV 

1859-1872  CHARLES  XV 

Son  of  OSCAR  I,  left  no  heirs. 

1872-1908  OSCAR  II 

Was  brother  of  CHARLES  XV 


1908-1950  GUSTAV  V 


1  1950- 


Son  of  OSCAR  II 

GUSTAV  VI 
Son  of  GUSTAV  V 
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ANCESTOR  CHART  #1 


Read  this  side  for  direct  tracing  of  descendants  1539-1769 


PETRUS  JONEA 

bishop  in  Strangnas 
in  Sweden,  born  in 
Helsingland  I  539, 
dead  Strangnas  4.1? 
1607,  buried  in 
Strangnas  cathredal 


BENGTA  HAKANSDOTTER 


married 


BORJE  LARSSON 

Farmer  in  Hedenstorp 
in  the  parish  of 
Angelstad  in  the  district 
of  Kronoberg,  Sweden 
1572 


ERIK  LARSSON 

mayor  in  Nykoping 
in  Sweden  1 580 

married  .  .  . 


vy 

•  Mf  G«n. 

BRITA  PERSDOTTER 

from  Strangnas 


ISAK  ROTHOVIUS 

bishop  in  Abo  in  Finland, 
born  Hedenstorp  1.11. 1572, 
dead  Abo  1652,  hurried 
in  Abo  cathredal 


V'— 

•  2nd  Gen. 

ANNA  ERIKSDOTTER 
from  Nykoping 

married 

Nykoping  29.10.1604 


V. 


ARON  JOHANSSON  KLOFVERSKJOLD 

captain  of  the  castle  of  Viborg 
in  Finland,  born  1605,  dead 
Viborg  1666,  knighted  14.1.1653 
by  Queen  Christine  of  Sweden 


*  3rd  Gen 

ANNA  ROTHOVIA 

burried  in 
Viborg 
27  5.1652 
married  1640 


- - 

*  4lh  Gan. 

MATTS  ERIKSSON  DJURMAN 

merchant-importer  in  Viborg, 
born  there  1642,  dead  Viborg 
between  1690-92 


Church  registers  for  Umea  (northern  Sweden)  start: 
births  1725,  marriages  1726,  deaths  1721 


marriage 


records  missing 

N _ 


V 

*  5/h  Gen. 

PER  MATTSSON  DJURMAN 

merchant-importer  and  alderman 
in  Umea,  Sweden,  born  Viborg 
1670,  dead  Umea  (before  1721) 


JONS  WANKIF 

born  Kopinge  8.5.1706 
dead  "Lovsta"  country  estate 
in  the  parish  of  Vagnharad 
18.2.1774 


V. 


ELISABETH  HOLMBERG 

dead  after  1728 
but  this  is  not 
registered  in  Umea. 


- — - 

•  6th  Gen. 

ANNA  ELISABETH  DJURMAN 

born  Umea  1701,  dead  Stockholm, 
burried  Klara  church  15.8.1769 

married  1730 


*  7lh  Can. 

CARL  GUSTAF  WANKIF  (alderman) 
JOHAN  PETER  WANKIF  (lawyer) 


*  Canaroliun.  attar  Paler  Jonaa 


Turn  next  page  for  continuation 
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PLEASE  NOTE 


Dates  herein  are  mentioned  thus:  day. month. year 


This  side  contains  supplementary  information  as  was  readily  available 


JOHAN  OTTOSSON  KLEEBLATT 

(also  Klofverbidd) 
circuit  judge  in  Kexholm  district 
in  Finland,  born  in  Holstein, 
Germany,  dead  Djurbygard  in 
Finland  19.2.1641  married  1597 


ELISABETH 

HANSDOTTER 

dead 

Djurbygard 

4.2.1645 


ARON  JOHANSSON  KLOFVERSKJOLD 

Knighted  by  Queen  Christine 
married  to  ANNA  ROTHOVIA 
(see  opposite  page) 


NILS  OLSEN 

parson  in  parishes  in 
VANKIVA  and  Igneberga 
in  diocese  of  Lund, 

1630  and  1655 


PEDER  RASMUSSON  NORAGER 


parson  in  South  Mellby  and 
Vitaby  in  the  diocese  of 
Lund,  formerly  a  corporal 
in  Danish  army,  dead  Mellby 
10.9.1681  married  to 


\ 


\x 


SISSELA  -  ? 

mentioned 

in 


1698 


PETRUS  WANKIF 

parson  in  Kopinge  and  Lyngby 
parishes  in  the  diocese 
of  Lund,  born  VANKIVA  6.3.1649, 
dead  Kopinge  25.4.1707 


HEOVIG  NORAGER 

dead 

Kopinge 

1707 

married  1693 


JONS  WANKIF 

treasury  official  in  city  of  Stockholm 
married  to  ANNA  ELISABETH  DJURMAN 
(see  opposite  page) 
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ANCESTOR  CHART  #2 

Read  this  side  for  direct  tracing  of  descendants  1769-19J7 


*  7lh  Gen. 

CARL  GUSTAF  WANKIF 

alderman  for  Ihe  cily  of 
Stockholmf  born  1741^  dead 
Stockholm  1.6.1822,  married  to  ..  . 

Brother  of  JOHAN  PETER  WANKIF  (lawyer) 
knighted  by  king  Frederick  "GRIPENBJELKE" 
born  1733,  dead  1787,  unmarried 


KARNA 

ANDERSDOTTER 

removed  to 
Karlikrona 


JOHAN 

NILSSON 

boatswain 
in  Gamleby 


ANNA 

KAJSA 

ZACHR- 

ISDOTTER 


•  8th  Gen. 

JOHAN  GUSTAFSSON  DJERF 

boatswain  in  Ihe  Royal  Navy,  when 

retired  became  church  official  in 

Gamleby,  lived  at  ''GroningTbo"  in  Ihe 

parish  of  Gamleby,  born  Stockholm  27.6.1788 

dead  Gamleby  27.4.1856  married  Gamleby  10.4.1811 


SARA  JEANSDOTTER 

born  Gamleby 
22  4.1786 
dead  there 
26.9.1854 


CARL  JOHAN  ANDERSSON 

Born  at  family  home  '‘HJORTSTAD" 
in  Baldersrum  near  Gamleby 
1 5.6.1821 ,  building  contractor 
also  specialist  in  "bleeding," 
died  3.9.1875  at  "Hammarslund" 


-X/ - 

*  9lh  Gen. 

GUSTAVA  CHARLOTTA  DJERF 

born  Gamleby  26.1  1 .1824, 
died  in  epedemic  in  October  1861, 
lived  in  Jornsfalla  township  on  form 
near  cily  of  Weslervik 


married  Gamleby  26.12.1847 


XX" 


*  toth  Gen. 


GUSTAF  REINHOLO  CARLSON 

bricklayer  and  stone-mason 
born  Gamleby  26.8.1848 
made  first  of  nine  ocean 
crossings  in  1868.  Died  at 
Elgin,  Illinois,  12.11.1919 


CHRISTINA  ELISA  CARLSDOTTER 

midwife,  born  Vername 
27.1 .1 849,  died  Elgin, 

Illinois,  3.12.1926 

married  in  Chicago  16.11.1872 


*  nth  Gen. 


CARL  FRANS  (FRANK)  RUPERT  CARLSON 

machinist  and  tool  maker 

born  Gamleby  in  county  of  Karlmar 

27.3.1 877,  emigrated  to  U.S.A. 

19.4.1892.  Died  at  Long  Beach, 

California,  13.2.1940 

_  married  at  Geneva,  Illinois,  1.5.1900 

- 


ALFRIDA  ENGMAN 

born  Brakne-Hoby  in 
province  of  Blekinge 
9.2.1875.  Emigrated 
to  U.S.A.  in  1893,  died 
at  Ludinglon,  Michigan, 
13.4.1917 

X/ - — 


*  J2th  Gen. 


INGVAR 

REINHOLD 

10.4.1901 
B  —  Sweden 


AXEL 

FRITJOF 

4.6.1902 
6  —  Sweden 


ERNEST 

AUGUST 

23.12.1904 
B  —  Sweden 


OSCAR 

13.6.14 
B  -  U.S.A. 


RUTH 

INGEBORG 

11.4.1917 
B  -  U.S.A. 


Generat/oni  alter  Peter  Jonae 
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MANS 

JONSSON 

farmer  in  Gamleby 
(1700) 

\ 

KIRSTINA 

JOHANSDOTTER 

married  Gamleby  1697 

This  side  contains  supplementary 
information  as  was  readily 
available 

\y 

JONS  MANSSON 

farmer  in  Baldersrum  in 
the  parish  of  Gamleby, 
born  there  1700,  dead 
there  4.6.1742 

BRITA  NILSDOTTER 

born  1698 
dead  Gamleby 
15.11.1770 
married  Gamleby 

11.11  1733 

PER  JONSSON 

farmer  in 

Kre/stad, 
parish  of 

Gamleby 

KARIN 

BENGTS¬ 

DOTTER 

married  .  .  . 

X/ 

X/ 

ANDERS  JONSSON 

opiariiland  farmer  in  Baldersram 
in  the  pariih  of  Ganileb/,  born 
there  29  8.1736,  dead  there 
28.10.1814 


mar'ied  Gamlebv  4.5.1760 


CHRISTINA 

PERSDOTTER 

born 

Gamicby 
21.10.1740 
dead  24.11.1791 


JONS  JONSSON 

farmer  at 
Ho  tinprem 
parish  of 
Gladhammar 


MARTHA  STINA 
ANDERSDOTTER 

married  .  .  . 


xx 


ANDERS  PETER  ANDERSSON 

carpenter-contractor,  born 
in  Baldersrum,  Gamleby, 
30.5.1777,  built  "Hiorstad" 
1811,  dead  there  25.9.1860 


BRITA 

JONSDOTTER 

born  Gladhammar 
21.1  1780,  dead 
"Hioilslad  ‘  1866 


married  Gamleby  27.12.1812 

\/ 


y 


CARL  JOHAN  ANDERSSON 

married  la  GUST AV A  DJERF 
(see  oppasile  page) 


ISAK  PERSSON 

farmer  at  Ingerdahej 
(nr  43)  in  the  parish 
of  Asarum,  born  there 
4.4.1776 

dead  there  27.1 .1840 

married  Asa. 


SISSA  SVENSDOTTER 

born  Asarum 
23.1.1797 
dead  there 
18.5.1841 

m  18.8.1820 


XX 


BENGT 

PERSSON 

farmer  at 
Morrurn,  born 

there  20  3.1785 
dead  there 
27.7.1863  (nr  42) 


GYA 

BENGTSDOTTER 

born 
Morrurn 
26  9.1797 
dead  there 
16  3.1873 


marr.cd  1816 

\y - 


INGMAN  ISAKSSON 

farmer  at  WesIra  Ryd  (nr  2) 
in  the  parish  of  Brakne-Hoby 
born  Asarum  12.1.1835 
dead  Brakne-Hoby  12.6.1911 


BERTA  BENGTSDOTTER 

born  Morrurn  29.1.1836 
dead  Btakne  Hoby  23.5.1911 
married  Morrurn  19.9.1856 


XX 


ALFRIDA  ENGMAN 


married  to  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON 
(see  opposite  page) 
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PREFACE 
to  the 

PROLOGUE 
Which  Follows 


Everyone  has  at  some  time  spent  a  day  in  awesome  conjecture  at 
one  or  more  of  our  various  museums.  Museums  have  a  common  objective, 
that  of  restoring  and  preserving  for  posterity  animate  and  inanimate  ob¬ 
jects  of  every  form  obtainable.  All  things  of  yesteryear  relate  to  the 
present  as  we  leisurely  stroll  by  the  many  exhibits  of  specimens  and 
replicas.  We  marvel  at  the  evolution  and  changes  over  the  centuries. 

In  some  Instances,  the  changes  have  been  relatively  minor,  while  in 
others  such  as  crafts,  there  are  many  "lost  arts,"  However,  because 
of  our  Interest  in  these  institutions,  we  are  cognizant  of  the  part  which 
the  past  plays  in  the  present. 

Enormous  sums  of  money  are  spent  annually  by  governments  and 
Trust  Foundations  for  maintenance  of  museums,  archaeological  excava¬ 
tions  and  continuous  research  in  a  never  ending  effort  to  supply  factual 
answers  to  numerous  theories,  to  document  that  which  is  heretofore  sup¬ 
positive.  Each  passing  year  yields  break-throughs  and  information  that 
acquaints  us  better  with  the  uncertain  past.  1961  was  an  especially  fruit¬ 
ful  year  in  the  chronicles  of  maritime  antiquity.  The  event  referred  to  in 
the  following  paragraphs  will  soon  be  found  in  reference  books  so  that 
only  passing  mention  will  be  made  here.  The  purpose  for  mentioning  it  is 

. the  time  and  locale  parallel  the  beginning  of  our  lineage  as  recorded 

in  "This  Is  Our  Life"  and  lends  penetration  to  our  obscured  past. 

"The  Strange  Affair  of  the  Vasa"  is  the  caption  of  a  story  featured 
in  the  October  2  1,  1961,  issue  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  Beneath  a 
two  page  color  photo  of  the  oak  vessel  there  is  this  description,  "The 

Vasa . raised  from  the  bottom  of  Stockholm  Harbor,  where  mud  and 

cold  water  had  preserved  not  only  her  timbers  but  also  human  skeletons. 
Divers  even  found  urns  of  butter,  rancid  but  identifiable."  The  account 
relates  the  incident  occurred  on  a  sunny  Sunday  afternoon  in  August,  1628. 
Multitudes  of  Swedes  lined  the  shore  to  witness  the  maiden  performance  of 
this,  the  world's  most  formidable  man-of-war.  It  was  named  the  "VASA" 
after  the  warrior  king,  GustafVasa,  better  known  as  King  Gustavus  Adolphus  , 
who  reigned  from  1611-1632  .  It  was  during  this  reign  in  the  Thirty  Years' 
War  (1618-1648)  the  Swedes  swept  victorious  through  Russia,  Germany  and 
Poland.  It  was  Gustavus  II  who  thwarted  the  forward  march  of  the  Roman 
sponsored  legions  of  Tilly  near  Leipzig  in  1630  which  preserved  the  choice 
of  religion  in  the  Goth  and  Scandinavian  countries.  Gustavus  was  killed 
on  the  battlefield  in  1632  while  defeating  Wallenstein  at  Lutzen. 

That  the  VASA  was  improperly  designed  and  top  heavy  was  witnessed 
by  the  thousands  of  curious  onlookers  who  saw  this  squadron  ship  capsize 
without  having  gained  the  open  sea.  It  was  to  have  been  a  flagship  and  if 


■* 


3  O  A  T  3  Sf  q 
*  • 


3  a  o  o  j  o  q 

ewoilol 


artt  ot 


Jfo  eioiosiiKjo  omosewG  ni  ^  iti&q^z  ftmlJ  artioe  it>  sfiri  3noYi»v3  ] 

.  ovijsaldo  riwaimoo.  th  »y«ri,  ajm;»ai/M  .  arruisanfit  8uoii*v  luo  io  atom  io  sno  j 

"do  3Jfi.fnf«firn  bna  3ii^in6  VJ^7al^(X^  loi  tnivrjet^m  bn6  pfUto}a9i  lo  J»di  t 

ortj  03  ojzilai  iG<»Yi^3RdY  to  eyrudj  lb*,  ^ald&nicjdo  onot  Ytova  to  alost  I 

if  io  a-tidtfixd  yncm  aril  ^  Iloiie  Yiatualsl  aw  ee  inaaviq  * 

.eahirJnen  OfJj  lavo  sapnnth  bnc  noUulova  erij  m  sW  .zuoUq^i 

rn  aiiriw  *x>fU<n  vl^vljalai  naad  aiij  ^tsetoa&JSfU  aincs  nl 

M^iJcoail  ,-iav!alwoH  ‘’.8Ji4*  jaoC*  sia  aiscit  ,?.JiaTo  fiu»  ilooa  aioitto 

d3i/iw  3i«q  adt  lo  inr^singoo  »m  aw  ,  jmoljoiDenl  aet>rij  ni  ie^iainl  luo  to 


.tnaaarjq  arfi  iti  ayaiq  maq  aiil  j 


bne  sJnemfnJ)iV()p  ^(ci  '^lli.unntf  inoqe  *nft  ^wora  io  stmuz  wonnonS 
"£>v6oxu  ltsotpula«6(faiii  ,»(nuoawm  to  don6rta;atom  tol  anottobnuo^  iautT 

IrtifJOat  liCiliQ  pciLbsiif  layanjj  nL  ^ioiiJoaM  dyooAUnoo  bnb  8R0l} 

“q'i/c  9TOloi'.»Y4^d  ai  dolriw  iorti  oS  zoonnanLia  oj  siawsna  { 

ittrij  noitcm-ioini  bns  ertyooidi-ZBOid  abiJ^iy  i*dY  ©ni^waq  rtofi3  .avliiaoq 
•liuii  yUtsioaqaa  na.' am  iiftw  fadJod  au  ainiaiiitafi  j 
nl  OJ  bsTiaiai  in&v9>"^fk''  .viHijatrnii^afntmaiTi  k  dSI-jirtcrtfte  art?  n»  laay  U>i  i 
iodi  08  aMopd  .apaoidtai  til  bnuol  ad  iror^e  lUw,,  isdciiiyiQiyteiCii  pniwoliol  adi  f 
8l  3i  f3fUnoiin«in  "ic^^-tiaoqiijq  »jfr  .aiaA  abt-oi  ad  iUiw  nol7nom  prtlao^q  ylno  f 

b'43ioo9’i  ao  eie'JsAirwo  gnlnjUpad  artt  lalleiaq  oliiool  bh^  ^mtJ  a/fJ . 
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bi»as<ar:JJw  2^w  yvaod  qoljbiip  bon^iaab  vhoqoiq/nl  aaw  ADAV  a/tj 
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It  had  met  expectations  ,  it  possibly  may  have  changed  the  course  of  world 
history.  At  this  time  Sweden  was  considered  a  world  power.  However, 
the  ship  went  to  the  bottom  and  was  not  seen  again  for  333  years. 

The  raising  of  the  Vasa  was  a  painstaking  operation  extending  over 
a  period  of  five  years,  however,  the  cost  to  the  Swedish  government  was 
negligible  as  equipment  and  services  were  supplied  gratis.  In  the  United 
States,  no  expense  would  be  spared  for  such  an  undertaking.  Millions  of 
dollars  would  have  been  expended  to  obtain  this  naval  information  which 
is  expected  to  be  the  key  that  will  open  many  doors  to  knowledge. 

The  foregoing  dissertation  leads  to  an  objective.  In  recording  our 
Itoeage  history  in  this  book,  we  seek  to  preserve  that  which  has  gone 
before.  Ancient,  medieval  and  modern  history  is  on  every  school  curricu¬ 
lum,  it  is  considered  a  major  study  and  its  knowledge  is  mandatory  for 
graduation.  Our  lineage  story  is  in  no  way  a  textbook  but  there  is  a 
similarity.  Because  of  cost,  our  history  cannot  embrace  but  one  branch 
of  our  lineage,  in  some  instances  our  progress  was  "detoured"  because 
little  or  no  information  was  available  beyond  1700.  Prior  to  1600,  it 
would  appear  that  the  nation  was  too  preoccupied  with  territorial  con¬ 
quests  to  make  recordings  of  vital  statistics.  Human  lives  were  quite 
expendable. 

The  Post  s  account  of  the  VASA  relates  little  is  known  of  old  naval 

architecture  prior  to  this  Important  discovery . that  there  is  even  no 

record  of  a  national  flag  from  this  period.  This  punctuates  the  absence 
of  records  in  162  8  and  dramatically  demonstrates  that  any  information  we 
have  from  this  era  and  before  is  indeed  an  isolated  revelation . pos¬ 
sible  only  under  favorable  and  unique  circumstances . that  we  have 

in  our  lineage  such  rare  disclosures  is  of  great  consequence. 

catastrophy  of  the  VASA  in  162  8,  took  place  2  1  years  after  the 
death  of  our  first  recorded  ancestor.  Bishop  Petrus  Jonea ,  1539-1607, 
who  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  at  Strangnas,  a  neighboring  city  on  the 
mland  waters  west  of  Stockholm.  To  correlate  other  events  closer  to 
home  with  the  era  of  the  VASA  sinking,  we  find  the  Pilgrim  settlers  had 
stepped  ashore  at  Plymouth  Rock  eight  years  before,  in  162  0.  A  Dutch 

162  6  made  a  deal  with  the  Indians,  purchasing  Manhattan  Island 
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}  PROLOGUE 

to 

THIS  IS  OUR  LIFE 


The  ancestor-table  herein  was  compiled  by  Mr,  Otto  Brenner  of 
the  "ARKIV  for  SVENSK  SLAKTFORSKNING"  of  Malmo,  Sweden,  an  agency 
accredited  by  that  government  to  render  services  relative  to  genealogical 
research,  family  tracings,  ancestor-tables  and  kindred  pursuits.  Mr, 
Brenner  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  profession,  his  field  of  endeavor 
extends  to  all  countries  of  Europr  ,  his  organization  claims  40  years  at  this 
work.  We  are  indebted  to  Gusta.  and  Karin  Nilsson,  friends  in  Malmo,  for 
the  recommendation  of  this  service  and  for  introducing  us  to  Mr.  Brenner. 

Over  the  past  two  years  oar  correspondence  with  Mr,  Brenner  has 
been  considerable,  literally  our  letters  have  crossed  on  the  airways.  All 
of  this  was  provoked  by  the  innocent  remark  of  our  grandfather,  Gustaf 
Relnhold  Carlson,  who  wrote  about  his  mother's  father  appearing  thus: 

"his  hair  was  black  and  his  features  were  that  of  a  Pole,  1  am  suspicious 
that  he  was  not  a  pure  Swede."  His  reference  was  to  Jaen  Djerf.  He 
went  on  to  say  his  maternal  grandfather  was  known  in  the  community  as  a 
man  of  order  and  honor.  If  Jaen  Djerf 's  complexion  perplexed  our  grand¬ 
father,  it  was  only  normal  for  us  boys  to  also  become  curious,  and  the 
remark  was  passed  on  to  Mr.  Brenner  for  scrutiny.  His  reply  of  November 
24,  1960,  states,  quote:  "We  have  looked  at  him  and  can  inform  you  that 
he  was  bom  in  Stockholm  on  June  27,  1788.  We  think  that  we  will  succeed 
in  finding  his  parents,  anyway  his  mother.  He  died  as  a  church  official." 

End  of  quote.  A  subsequent  letter  from  Mr.  Brenner  mentions . Djerf 

as  a  young  man  was  employed  at  the  naval  base  located  at  Karlskrona, 
and  there  worked  himself  up  to  the  position  of  boatswain.  Before  retire¬ 
ment  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Royal  Navy.  On  retirement  he  returned  to 
Gamleby  where,  on  November  4,  1811,  he  had  married  Sara  Jeansdotter. 

At  Gamleby,  he  maintained  a  small  farm  (torp)  when  on  leave  from  duty. 

The  information  given  on  these  pages  is  intended  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  ancestor  charts  which  have  been  excellently  executed, 
but,  as  such,  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Charts  and  statistics  are  cold 
and  lifeless,  to  alleviate  this  pallid  condition,  we  are  herewith  supple¬ 
menting  our  ancestor-table  with  information  received  from  Mr.  Brenner  and 
other  sources . 

Because  our  lineage  and  heritage  are  indigenous  to  the  history  of 
Finland,  it  appears  necessary  to  give  a  brief  resume  thereof  as  the  basis 
for  a  substantial  part  of  our  early  lineage.  Vlpurii  (Vlborg),  USSR,  was 
formerly  a  Finnish  seaport  and  popular  summer  resort  area  on  a  common 
boundary  with  Russia.  It  is  located  on  the  Bay  of  Vlpurii  some  75  miles 
west  and  north  of  Leningrad,  the  city  is  built  on  beautiful  glacial  granite 
hills  which  surround  the  bay.  In  12  93,  Marshall  Torkel  Knudsen  con¬ 
structed  the  castle -fortress  which  was  the  first  center  for  the  spread  of 
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Jo  wnn^ifi  oTJQ  .“jM  xd  bftllqmoQ  a£w  sldAl-iotebortfi  a<iT  i 
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<3^J  BMUai'sn  aaoJsnee  isbnoi  oi  i  t^dt  \<i  bdilbttiooe' 

,xtA  .«HuC{uq  L'iihfiijl  ^His  soldfij-ioicootifi  ,  c^^iUontl  yU(UcJ 
lovoobna  Jo  Wall  tl/1  ^noiae&toiq  ^rii  nl  aUl  aiUno  al/1  jnsqa  ifl«iavi8 
ztdj  id  B1C9Y  Of  acnloio  rtijtiesLnfipic  aid  i  -kic^mS  lo  mirtiwo-j  JJlt>  oi  abftafxs 
^oi  ,r>mJfcW  rri  tbn»M  .  notfajiVl  niio^  bnh  claup  ds  bsJdabfil  »ib  oW  .;!(tow 
.lannaifl  .tM  01  ttu  pfiloubdiiru  \6i  tnn  dtlvjae  filftJ  to  aoJi &I>n£>m(rTOo«]  silt 

V 

Qfiil  i«nn*ifl  .iM  rtjjw  aonabobqa'Anoo  u.o  ows  )Bvq  orii  j»vO 

iiA  .ayowiltt  «rlJ  no  Laae^io  avutl  21011^1  ii<o  vllirtojll  ^aldfiiabiarun 
lW«juO  ojuo  io  ina‘w>oiuil;  htU  yrf  biWovoi^  *6W  eirfi  Jo 

7«i/rfj  prUTUdqqfi  larfiftj  airi  luods  »lorw  c^-  ^jreoeiicO  bIoi1iU»H 

cDOt'^weita  mA  1  ,9lo^  6  Jo  i-btl)  ttjrtuibol  md  pna  ifoMd  oaw  ■Uuti  alii'' 
9li  .lidlCI  nael  oJ  saw  aonoialbi  atH  ".obi&wa  -.mq  a  ton  aivw  ad  ledi 
a  ais  YJtftu.mnoo  0H1  rU  rtwuiyf  i-iritiiiLnoie  Coniaiem  aid  oi  ito  ifttrw 
-bn«H'  ujo  boxolq-itiK}  nctlxelqnioo  a'h^lCl  nsui  il  .  lonod  bob  wbio  lo  naw 
oitj  bnt}  ,  aiiolTuo  sfa/.':***!  oe^B  ot  uu  loJ  iomioo  xlno  ifiv/  j|  ,id.'i}al 
toJmsvoK  lo  Ylqw  fciri  ,\a\JU'%o^  lol  iot(ntfi»a  .Tt«f  ol  no  boasui  ai^  MMiin 
htdi  UQ\  lanoJfU  fito  bae^  calfi  it  bsdoci  fwinl  aW"  taioup  .aaiaJa  .Odfii 
bfM^OiJC  iJlv.^  5W  Ifcrjli  ilniifi  .atixi  ,XS.  anol  fa?  «nloji^oo?8  nl  mod  aew  sd 
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.....  aaoljfioui  ittfinadl .  rrrotJ  r>nal  mabf^badua  A  ,  aloup  Jo  boH 
,  6/{o*r;(cb:M>i  l€  bdJBool  nacdl  Idi/bn  Aib  te  (>o\olqini>  ccw  luiiti  pra/o^  6  aa 
-aiilot  a-JOl®*’.  .otcvwgjtioi  lo  ii<>f.^aoq  aih  di  qu  lioanart  anatU  baa 

ot  bocnjjJ^T  Ad  In^atsiilaii  iiD  .^v^W  aiU  ni  idOiUa  nfv  a»»w  nti  Iiiaot 

.-istiiibzbadl  Btis^i  batijeftt  beti  od  ^IlOI  t'.wlmtlvoVI  no  «8>edw  \tidlmaO 

tfioml  ov*>«l  no  ii3dw^  i[qioi)  nnisl  libtbe  6  bbnlolnii'««  &d  ^vdalmct)  lA 
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«>.'f.*ro.*  t  r»o  anwi  Jio’doi  ,l•ln^nna  ttilitqoq  bnfi  noqaaa  datonil  o 
tfulim  adioa  iliMcilV  Jo  on|  ito  halapoi  «Jl  iI  .(daauiR  rfilw  ytt^tinmxl 
aJlnatp  iDioaip  Inlitiiuad  no  Jllu  i  <a  tsdi  . bt.ipntnaJL  io  rlrion  bdta  ta&w 
•noo  nonbLcLl  ia.1iuT  Uaiitn^V  .CG-I  fi  .v^d  odi  braioraii'  rioldw  allifi  ■ 
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Christianity  in  the  eastern  province  of  Karelia.  It  was  Finland's  chief 

conflict  that  ended  in  172  1,  Vlborg  was  regained 
y  the  Finns  in  1917,  lost  in  1939  and  regained  in  1940,  being  finally 
lost  again  to  the  Soviets  in  1944,  ^maiiy 

ae  National  Church  of  Finland  is  the  Evangelical  Lutheran,  pres- 

rprrio  Turku  (Aabo)  is  its  head,  he  is  assisted  by  five 

g  onal  bishops ,  The  transition  from  the  Roman  Catholic  to  Lutheran 
religion  was  made  simultaneously  with  Sweden  in  the  era  of  152  7  and 
was  accomplished  without  incident.  Previous  to  the  acceptance  of 
Christianity  the  natives  venerated  their  ancestors  with  the  worship  of 
various  spirits  supported  by  magic  and  sorcery  side  lines.  The  first 
newspaper  in  Finland  was  founded  in  the  old  capltol  city  of  Aabo  (Turku) 


SwPdi^h^r^  Svensk  Slaktforskning"  (Documentary 

edlsh  ^nealogy  Research)  is  next  offered  to  further  clarify  or  unravel 
some  of  the  complications  of  tradition.  Mr.  Brenner  of  the  research 

answe^  ^ou  a®s  In  your  letter,  we  can 

(1)  As  to  the  surname  Wanklf  the  matter  Is,  at  that  time  the  name  was 
taken  after  the  father's  Christian  name,  but  as  to  families  living  in 
the  towns  the  surname  often  was  taken  after  the  place  from  which  the 
person  came,  and  such  a  name  followed  the  generation  after.  It  is 
^  suppose,  the  father  of  Jons  Wanklf  had  the  name  Wanklf  too,  and 
en  tracing  further,  we  find  the  family  comes  from  Vanklva  in  Skane, 

usually  because  we  have  not 

looked  for  it.  It  is  a  great  work  to  read  through  all  registers  of  mar¬ 
riages  and  births  of  Stockholm,  but  of  course  we  can  find  those  dates 

DJerf  is  a  rather  common  name  that  was  given  to  soldiers 
nd  seamen,  often  it  was  given  to  them  because  of  their  characters 
Jerf  means  brave  We  often  see  soldiers  from  that  time  with  the  ' 
names  Snail  (kind),  Strang  (strong)  and  Rask  (fast). 

^  was  employed  as  a  clerk  at  Riksens  Standers 

1734  flnH  r  Private  bank.  He  was  an  auditor  of  that  bank  in 

auditor  SDH  mo  ^  ^  ^  ^^lef 

slnasbri.k^  mi  bookkeeper  of  Norrkopings  Mes- 

slngsbruk,  manufacturers  of  materials  for  the  smelting  of  copper, 

the  parsonage  of 

loofcloser  doping,  therefore,  we  must 

pastoS  in  Sweden."  •  Protestant 
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e^i>n(ulnl'4  Siiw  Jl  .6ll'9’i4siH  to  aanivo-jq  uieJae^  srfJ  lU  yJiriftiJahrtO 
l.'oniBOoi  afiw  QiodlV  ,1  S^I  n)  toabna  U.i{i  ^olfinoo  sril  ftl  elaauH  ol  eacJ 
ylltjiii  pnlsKl  .Ol*!?!  ni  iignlriJOt  efcCJ  nl  laol  »':iei  nJ  ennil  edi  yd 

.^^€^  nl  etalvoa  t)iU  OJ  nle^ft  Jaol 


-aaiq  ^nciafUu.l  lti^Uiuni>y3  dfLi  al  bnttinil  lo  rioiudD  lencUisM  stft 
evil  yU  boj&lazc^  at  ^  »bi^t  ail  al  (odM)  ujIiuT  Jc  (joxutbli^io  ®rU  yUna 
/iOt^rhuS  oi  oUofiJbO  ndmofi  adi  Moil  nolltanfeil  oiCT  .Bq^^riaid  wnolp«t 
br.r  .^S6I  io  ut^  edT  nl  nabswa  djtw  yiauoonriJiuada  ^6fR  haw  nolijllei 
lo  t/oaajqoooo  eill  o:  euolveiT  .M^biofil  loodllw  pedallqrtWoou  aiiW 
1«3  qiilaivw  oiit  »ljiw  sv>tii9Z»a&  it^dt  belbi^nw  otU  ^yii.ieiJatirtO 

ffe-jil  -^1  .aantl  €<f>l»  bfta  ole&in  yd  beiKiqqiia  aitilqa  auohav 

(wjIwT)  odtfA  lo  yllo  ^0Jlq.^t(O  bio  ddit  nl  bebnvoi  baw  buolni'l  nl  leqcqawsn 

TYVl  fft 


y^fcjnemiiooCJ)  “ViiiiwlaiDiidfcia  iaflOv8  loi  vI.jItA’'  adt  A 

lavainj  to  yitiblD  ladJiwl  ol  fcaiallo  Jxen  al  (ricnaaearf!  veolbana*^  riaibowa 
fbibeaari  aril  lo  la/uieia  .iM  .m>l)tb«TJ  lo  ancltflollq/iwo  ^di  io  amos 

nfto  aw  xiallol  looy  id  ob</m  i/oy  eitoliaaup  a<ll  oJ  stA . Boltqai  yonopb 

;2wollol  6  5  uOY  lawarife 

aow  eman  aiiJ  wmiJ'jarti  m  ^ai  lenam  srtl  UjineW  aoieouiR  ^1  oJ  aA  (I) 
ru  ^4iivil  aolUfOftl  oi  2ti  lud  .am&n  n&lialiriO  fc'-?ariJid  ari:  lalle  majlei 
eiU  rtolriw  raoil  jwclq  adf  iqtle  kaw  qeiio  omwnua  drii  anwoi  »rti 

at  >I  .leJle  r>0ll6iaitae  odl  bav/ollol  sff(6n  o  ibi/a  buA  ^♦(niiO  nroaiaq 
bflA  ,ooJ  ll)ln6W  s/xi6h  drii  bad  enol  Itj  larfjal  oril  *  »aoqqua  oJ 

.AnadB  ni  avidnisV  m«>iY  ewnc/j  ylimol  adi  ball  »w  *T>ilnul  ynlootj  nadw 

ion  uvttri  ov/  aancotfd  yilriuan  a)  li  ,nwcrt8  Jon  al  6(^5iTJftiil  <»dl  iia*lW  (S) 
-irifo  lo  uiaiaipoi  lla  rfooonriJ  bcai  OJ  iMrq?  a  al  il  .11  lol  bpd'ool 

Beinb  «e»5rij  biiil  «bo  -^w  aanitoo  ic  Jud  ,  raloiDtooiS  lo  arttitd  bne  aop&li 

•  OOT 


aialbloa  ol  novlp  enw  I6<tj  artifin  nommoo  ladisi  a  al  halG  arnt>n  arff  (£) 
,  aioToeiado  aloitJ  lo  eayao^l  ^noril  oi  n«vi4j  ««w  H  neJto  »iiomfcaa  fcviifi 
edrriltw  attUl  iaril  itwil  awibloa.  oaa  .lallo  aW  ,»vm<l  rniietn  n«lU 
.(^eufcl)  ;5lBe?[  bm.  (qnoaa)  pn<nt2  »(bmdj  llbrtZ  aemaij 


ai^bnalS  BnaailiH  It  diaio  s  ad  bo'colqma  b*»w  ^eS"?!  ftl  IWriAW  anoT  (►) 
-  nl  diiod  IBriX  lo  lortbuo  no  uaw  qH  .;lnfid  aJi^vliq  n  a»w  icrtil  ,)lriOa 
leitb  li  C.6  mutt  otii  al  aioiiniiJ^  A  .UEKl  nl  sioi/nfid^^UiNd  bti#-  Ifvf 
“S  jM  tt^niqoJiiVDM  Jo  leq-^qjt^ld.cKi  ,b#^n  at,y>  uif  %^‘n  lUld  .’.c-HIuip 
» it^qc'.)  5mtjl9»rt*i  qfll  <o2  rtlfeiiBiSrii  io  :*‘t •ilti w <flu ri a.tt  ,^K>’!dnpnla 

Q 

io  apanottiaq  drii  1b  mod  bbw  IfcjJnAW.iiftol  »>w 

itum  ijw  ^oiala’isidJ  ,piuqo^  ballflb  yudin  <it»  aiodi  lua  .^pJtlqoW 

inoj^utoiq  yliiu  aitiw  aieiiJ  eouj  tciii  lA  ^h^wWoiq  <ildl  ic 'taaolo  booI 

,ri  >iJ3(W«  nl  eiolUnq 

-  ^  iVd 
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(6)  Lovsta  landed  property  means  a  "gods"  (that  Is  a  very  large  farm). 

Jons  Wankif  did  not  own  "Lovsta"  but  died  on  this  place. 

At  this  juncture,  you  have  perhaps  examined  the  ancestor-tables 
and  are  confused  by  the  lack  of  any  pattern,  rhyme  or  reason  for  incon¬ 
sistency  in  the  passing  of  family  names  from  father  to  son.  The  name  of 
our  Johan  (Jaen)  Gustafsson  Djerf  is  an  example  in  kind.  He  was  the  son 
of  Carl  Gustaf  Wankif.  We  are  told  that  Johan  used  the  name  Gustafsson 
for  a  time  and  later  attached  the  name  Djerf  which  is  indicative  of  being 
brave.  The  adding  of  the  name,  Djerf,  Is  more  logical  to  believe,  to 
have  been  done  by  his  superior  officers  In  the  navy.  Another  example  of 
unorthodox  change  in  family  name  is  our  Petrus  Wankif  whose  father  was 
Nils  Olsen,  a  pastor  in  Vanklva  Parish.  The  son,  Petrus  Wankif,  was 
bom  in  Vankiva  and  later  adopted  this  name.  To  decipher  this  problem 
is  not  difficult.  The  "V"  and  "W"  are  often  substituted  for  each  other, 
such  as  Vestervik  for  Westervik  and  Vestra  Ryd  for  Westra  Ryd,  thus 
Vanklva  was  also  known  as  Wanklva .  To  explain  the  change  in  stem 
ending,  dropping  the  "va"  and  adopting  "f " ,  we  only  need  to  know  that 
towns  are  of  the  feminine  gender  in  foreign  language  study.  In  this  con¬ 
text  we  have  a  girl's  name  "Gustava,"  the  boys  counterpart  would  be 
Gustaf.  By  prevailing  tradition  it  was  quite  normal  and  proper  for  Petrus 
Wankif  to  adopt  this  name  which  also  indicated  where  he  lived.  It  is 
obvious  this  promiscuous  changing  of  names  with  no  government  regulation 

. poses  a  monumental  task  for  genealogical  research,  and  is  in  most 

instances  beyond  the  capabilities  of  non-professionals. 
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aeiaJ  yiasr  a  si  luitj)  "aljoie''  6  a/i^ni  vtia<fc^  Irabnai  ftlQvol  (8) 
.aoalq  atrt>  no  bait  iu<A  imq  ion  bib  UXnbW  anol 

8«id63 -lofe^rtfi  9rii  bomm^ice  «v^  uoY  ,  airtJ  iA 

-noooi  loi  aoetai  to  srmfrf'!  \o  ad]  b»«ul/too  ana  bat 

\q  aman  &«fr  .noa  o3  naiitai  noj-^  sUbtixf^a  Yiii&jbt  Jo  (^ls£o4|  edl  rU 
noa  aiiJ  aaw  t»H  .bfii^l  a1  fTJqniwa  nt>  ai  Ho^Q  noaalasetii)  tnoal)  fi^.rtol  too 
no^alai^ui^  ame/T  OiiJ  tmaa  nariol  j«i)  btoj  ana  oW  Ji^neW  laiiiuO  h/O  io 
^intJad  Jo  ovJJaoiboJ  &L  ddldw  hotel  aman  r>(^  J>s.'ioj&ji6  ^e3ti^  bua  etnli  a  not 
oj  ^ovoildd  oj  iaotpol  oiora  al  ,nalO  ^amim  oilt  ib  pnlbba  ortT  .ova-xi 
lo  »iqftt6x^  wj.^4on^  ^xytf^  orfJ  oi  aiouJtlo  io>Td£tu8  atd  anob  naod  avorf 
trfw  TOfiJfil  »«ortw  llAthhW  awiiaS  "uio  at  oraan  YttiR^Vnl  e|?n^o  xcbofttionu 
saw  ,U;irtfcVV  aunta^  ,noE  ortT  .flaha^  avUtnaV  fd  KJJafw?  &  ^n«elO  aUM 
maWoTq  ulrij  Tarfqioab  oT  .amen  QJriT  befqobe  tojU  bfi«  •vl;(n5V  nl  mod 
dtir»9  ToJ  b!i2UJhiidoe  naJlo  tna  “W“  bno  '‘V"  rwlT  .Jluolltlb  Jon  at 
audj  ciJaoV/  toI  bv^  eiJaaV  t»na  iivtaJaaW  vA  jJtviojuaV  an  rioua 
m»J£:  fti  ofTtorio  9di  xTtotqxa  .  avtsioAW  ho  nwofiS  oala  a  aw  AvbtnaV 
jarti  woiol  OJ  b»®n  vino  aw  t>niiqoba  bn©  *'©•/"  siH  pnlqqonb  .QAtbn© 
-no3  BldJ  nJ  .ybina  npianot  fit  labnoy  anifUcnal  ©riJ  io  oie  anwoJ 

ad  binow  h^iOTainnoo  ayod  :jrlt  ‘\ftvBJaoO  '  omnn  ft'itJp  ©  ©veri  «w  ixoJ 
auxio'l  Toi  Taqoiq  bni>  Ift/moa  ©linp  ««w  Jt  noUlbanJ  pniilavoiq  y8  AattuO 
tl  .b©vjl  ©ri  oT*1w  boteoibni  oalis  rioirfw  «>n3r>n  ain't  tqob©  o#  UAaeVJ 
nottBlxfpfli  tnsidtriovo^  on  lUlw  aomon  io  pnt^nAdO  auouuaimoaq  airii  auolvdc 

tSOiC  (U  at  bn©  « tk&txtolesaai}  loi  ;(«&}  lairtONTuaum  ©  asaoq . 

.  .aijsnol£a©10Tq-flon  io  koiitikdoq6o  ©dt  biio\©«l  esonMaru 
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THE  KEY 
to 

THIS  IS  OUR  LIFE 


Our  lineage  history  begins  with  the  birth  in  1539  of  a  great  religious 
crusader,  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  The  photograph  of  the  Bishop  appearing 
herein  was  reproduced  from  a  portrait  painting  hanging  in  the  National 
Museum  at  Stockholm.  Our  collaborator,  Mr.  Brenner  of  Malmo,  Sweden, 
translated  this  biography  which  has  electrified  us  in  a  manner  comparable 
to  the  deeds  of  a  national  hero.  The  physical  stature  of  our  ancestor  is 
unknown  and  of  no  consequence,  that  he  was  a  giant  of  superior  intellect 
is  manifest  by  the  dignity  accorded  to  him  by  the  King.  His  elevation  to 
bishop  of  the  largest  diocese  in  Sweden  would  seem  to  rank  our  Petrus 
Jonae  on  a  par  with  other  great  clerics  of  history.  He  was  the  champion 
of  the  rebirth  of  the  early  church  doctrine  which  others  were  not  ready  to 
embrace,  the  Roman  Church  still  influenced  men  in  the  state  department 
and  at  times  the  scales  of  the  two  religions  were  delicately  balanced. 

The  image  of  our  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  reduces  our  own  status  to  a  most 
humble  appraisal.  In  eulogizing,  it  would  appear  that  any  exaggeration 
would  be  near  to  realism,  that  the  full  import  of  his  magnificent  achieve¬ 
ments  are  beyond  our  meager  power  to  percept.  By  some  strange  twist  of 

fate,  where  some  folks  may  see  the  Hand  of  the  Creator . we  have 

been  ordained  to  begin  our  lineage  with  a  Shepherd  of  Men  to  carry  the 
light  that  leads  the  way  to  better  life.  If  we  may  speak  for  others  of  this 

heritage,  the  unanimous  declaration  would  be . we  are  proud  to  have 

Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  as  our  Commander,  we  shall  strive  to  be  obedient  to 
his  principles.  He  was  married  to  Bengta  Hakansdotter . 

The  life  span  of  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  (1539  -  1607)  is  synonymous 
with  a  crucial  period  in  history  from  which  our  modem  world  has  emerged. 
To  orient  the  reader  the  liberty  is  taken  to  briefly  set  the  stage  for  the 
opening  act  of  our  lineage  drama.  The  time  was  the  century  of  general 
religious  revolution  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  began  in  152  0  when 
the  monk,  Martin  Luther,  bolted  from  the  Roman  Church  causing  two  con¬ 
flicting  religious  Ideologies,  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant.  Martin 
Luther  died  in  1546  but  not  before  he  had  witnessed  the  adoption  of  his 
rebirth  doctrine  in  many  countries.  Gustaf  Vasa  reigned  as  King  of  Sweden 
from  152  3  -  1560,  and  was  in  the  year  152  7  compelled  to  divest  the  Roman 
Church  of  ever  widening  power.  The  economy  of  the  nation  was  impover¬ 
ished  by  support  of  armies  and  by  progressive  decreases  in  revenue  from 
taxes,  the  Roman  Church  at  the  same  time  had  accumulated  vast  wealth 
and  had  appropriated  some  12,000  estates  on  which  it  refused  to  pay 
taxes  .  The  power  of  the  Roman  Church  had  infiltrated  the  government  and 
was  a  deciding  factor  in  secular  matters,  yet  it  set  Itself  Immune  from 
secular  regulation.  This  was  the  situation  when  the  young  vigorous  king 
made  an  appeal  before  the  Riksdag  at  Strengnas  in  152  6  and  was  given  a 
vote  of  confidence.  Because  church  Influence  was  general,  the  debate 
had  been  bitter  and  was  won  only  by  the  king  having  threatened  to  abdi- 
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suoipUot  twn?  «  io  rtl  uti  riiiw  artfpdd  ^noieJif  apeen)!  itiO  ^ 

Viltifieqqe  qorffcia  6rfi  loi  ilqjJt^ioflq  -^iff  .acrtOl  au^la'^  qoitelQ  ^labbamo  * 
iftAOir&Vi  ads  oi  t?rui^ne/(  ^nlJnleq  Hsifioq  »  raoii  bMOubcnqe^  aew  rJatad 
^rmbowB  io  .:M  ,H:M4iVToa»*ioo  n|Q  .mtodioosS  it.  i'ltia^^aiyf'  | 

aldiTifiqmoo  jandcift  c  njr  eu ee>/i  'oiirfvr  eirfi 

ai  v3^l^93nD  ^uo  io  oiuiMe  tiic^'/^  arfT  ,oii^  ItxnoMfin  s  iw  ab«>b  oriJ  oJ 
fitsUoiat  inhfH\un  lo  inetp  i?  »xj  w2''d>  » «  >  imii|)(iib|)00  ac  )o  bm^  itwap|mi 
oi  rtoUfiVdla  «m  ortJ  \;ii^inlrf  OT  b^bK>bdfa  'tlhiptb  arij  yd  le»Jin5ra  aJt 

9,iri*oH  loo  inm^  aoea  bliiDw  nabaw^  m  Suapicl  aril  lo  qorieid 

iioictflfcria  aril  aisw  oH  .vnoz&liirio  eoiitla  loaip  lorilo  riilw  usq  6  no  9»cie{  ^ 

OJ  ybaai  lort  aiaw  aioriJo  rtoiriw  b  riTioot  rlc^iodo  aril  Ic  rilildai  aitJ  lo  ' 
i/iaQOitsqcb  olu/a  arit  aX  nam  booii.iuilru  IlMa  rioturiO  nfuiiCtA  aiil  ^osetdioa  i 
vlaifltiUofc)  oiaw  anoipiiet  ov/j  aril  lo  aril  aanill  1»  bi(6  1 

S80ib  6  ej  austua  awo  wo  aooirtwi  9<vn&I  ainia*!  quricitd  wo  to  apMrt  stfT  ? 
ifol367»pp6x.d  yrifi  lodi  loaqqe  bkiOMf  11  .pnisl^cLua  m  .l&aztnqqo  »lrim«A 
-  av:»lrioo  JnooiUnpiim  airt  Ic  Jwq/iit  Uui  aril  iwlt  «inattA«i  oi  laon  ad  bloow 
lo  Jisiwi  apiteSTia  bztpa  yH  .jqootoq  oi  towc^q  lop^ara  ujo  biK>Xdd  mn  ainaaj 
ftvofi  ijw? , , . .  .ToiissiO  orij  lo  bnntl  aril  was  y^io  it:4jorl  emoa  aiariw 
aril  vrr.xv;^  oi  naM  lo  b^i.*dq^jrf8  e  rihw  apaanil  wo  nioad  oi  t»aai&tno  ooori  ■ 
ajrfj  io  Bwrilo  }of  riaaqa  yfwn  »w  M  .olri  taiisd  oi  yf-w  adi  «t>oal  liwll  iripll  *  » 

fjvjsr!  oi  brioiq  aw  9w  . . . .  .eri  MiiO’w  noliAibloab  auorninem;  eilj  ,oeoilisd  i 
OJ  Inalbodo  od  Of  ovlua  liariv  ew  tiabAummoO  luo  «ft  aanoT  aaiiaM  qorialfl 

.*to}ioban0:rbH  tiipnaS  ol  belnom  aisw  aH  .  celqOnl'Ki  sl/i  j 

cuojnynoiTyfc  yi  (<K0dl  -  ef.iJl)  auiiol  auUsT  qurtaitt  lo  a«q«  bill  oriT  f 

.  bopu>ai9  afiri  blioiv  mobom  iwo  rioiriw  moil  yioialri  fU  bolioq  lalomo  o  dJlw  ■ 
odi  lol  opAta  adt  i9e  yilolid  oi  AsricJ  el  yliorili  aril  lobfisi  orii  Inslio 
(Aii»n<^  lo  ynuijwo  aril  aoM'  ainii  «ffl'  .amoib  opoanll  wo  lo  io6  pnlntMio 
«u»riw  0£c^(  ni  ttiipad  H  .isqoiuS  io  Irtoolinoo  aril  oo  noUuiCva'i  auoipilai 
-aou  cwi  enleuao  fiowrtO  nfiinoil  oiii  moil  baliod  ^wriluJ  ninoM  ,;lnum  sri:  ! 
runa:/  ..inoia4iorl  bfifroUodiqO  namoH  «a«<poioabi  3i/ol<i^ii»i  pntlolll 
aid  to  noljqojb  aril  asirixw  bori  ad  rtwl^d  lon  iud  at  baib  isdjuJ  ' 
rtAbowa  ioqitW  aa  bonpioj  oajaV  IsiaoD  .aelTtfiifOO  yoom  at  aoiiJoob  dtxidai 
nfitio^T  aid  laovib  oJ  boll^q/iwo  laey  eril  nl  itivr  t>ao  ^Oddl  ~  CHiSl  moil 
-iavoqmt  8f/w  noldan  aril  lo  ymonoo&  a/fT  .wwoq  gnlanMw  lavd  lo  doiuriO  I 
mint  autfevoi  nt  aaec^atosb  avt&aeiporq  yd  bn^  zodmo  lo  noqqpB  yd  bad?.!  f 
riltbaw  lacv  b9)5luflwoott  hAil  amli  onioe  aril  16  riowdO  niMdoJl  adi  .aoxai  4 
yaq  OI  baau^ai  il  doldw  no  aaiMse  000,  Si  aoioa  bot6iiqo*rqqt>  bad  boa  1 
bna  laadmidvop  adl  ttoiarlillAi  biiri  dowdO  MCimoit  aril  lo  lawoq  aifT  ,  vnxsj  ^ 
moil  wnumml  Haait  i«a  U  Joy  ^giftllara  ifriuoaa  at  •xoiof.l  t?tTjbto«b  a  anw 
Cni;4  auoiovtv  pt^y  aiii  aaiiw  itoUAulte  »di  aew  cJriT  .ooiteiopai  i»liio«d 
6  if>v)p  &o>  b/u^^jS^l  rU  Kofipn^iiJU  le  pebayiH  srii  aiolfki  lt.9qqti  n&  obem 
»lcd»b  Aril  »fttton9P‘a0w<;oon9u{lnl  riowrio  aauaooQ  ,  aunobllrtoo  lo  aiov 
-ibdo  ol  oon^ififfidi  prUved  p/Ujt  eris  yd  ytno  now  aow  baa  laiild  tiood  bed 


cate.  A  year  later  the  Roman  Church  had  been  stripped  of  its  abuses  but 
in  consequence  thereof  could  not  survive,  this  left  Lutheranism  as  the 
state  religion  of  Scandinavia. 

The  doctrines  of  Martin  Luther  spread  rapidly  causing  alarm  at  the 
Vatican  where,  in  desperation,  it  was  decided  to  launch  a  "Counter- 
Reformation"  known  in  histories  as  the  "Inquisition.  "  To  implement  this 
an  organ^ation  was  formed  called  the  Order  of  Jesuits  who  were  specifi¬ 
cally  trained  as  a  commando  task  force  to  deal  with  "deserters.  "  The 
hundreds  of  thousands  who  were  tortured  to  death  and  persecuted  as  here- 

D ^  known.  The  most  infamous  was  the  Massacre  of  St 

Bartholomew's  Day,  1572  at  Paris. 

+  Sweden  would  fill  several  volumes  and  it  is  not  our 

intention  to  delve  into  it,  except  as  it  is  subservient  to  our  objective 
Gustavus  Vasa  reigning  monarch  of  Sweden,  died  in  1560  after  a  reign 

f  f  gifted  and  had  received 

careful  eduction  im  languages  and  in  the  fine  arts.  Eric  was  the  oldest 

he  reigned  1560-68;  a  second  son,  John,  ruled  1568-92  .  Both  brothers  ' 
sovereigns,  having  a  lust  for  pleasures.  John  married  a 
who  was  a  staunch  Catholic,  John  thereafter  leaned 
toward  the  Roman  Church  and  as  king  was  the  cause  of  consider- 
nii  apprehension.  It  is  at  this  Juncture  that  we  find  ourselves  at  the 
S  we  came  in,  or  point  of  beginning."  In  reading  the  biography 

edicts  of  Jonae,  we  find  he  could  not  agree  with  the  religious 

edicts  of  King  John  and  was  slated  at  one  time  to  be  banished  into  exile 
On  learning  some  of  the  underlying  motives  were  spiced  with  foreign 
m  r  gue,  we  are  Inclined  to  give  our  Petrus  Jonae  a  rousing  vote  of  con¬ 
fidence  as  a  salute  from  this  generation  to  his. 

First  Generation  after  Petrus  Jonae 
continues  by  virtue  of  a  DAUGHTER.  BRITA. 

appear  to  have  suffered  the  most  from  the  indiffer¬ 
ent  methods  of  registration  practiced  at  this  time.  Nothing  is  known  ahom- 

Tc^rlLd  tht  biography  of  Petrus  Jonae  w^are 

this  ul"n 

Second  Generation*  -  ANNA  ERIKS  ,  DAUGHTER. 

married  Isak  Rothovious  at 

ances^tor^'we  biography  of  this  Illustrious 

ncestor,  we  learn  he  was  recognized  as  a  scholar  and  educator.  His 

Generations  from  time  of  Petrus  Jonae. 
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I  phenomenal  ascension  as  the  son  of  Borje  Larsson,  a  farmer,  to  one  of 
I  the  loftiest  positions  of  responsibility,  is  akin  to  concocted  stories  of 
j  fiction  and  success.  That  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction  was  never  more 
j  pronounced  than  in  this  story  of  our  hero.  Isak  was  32  when  he  married 
the  granddaughter  of  Petrus  Jonae,  two  years  before  he  had  been  made 
Vicar  of  Nykoping  Parish.  It  is  evident  that  Bishop  Jonae,  who  was  68 
when  he  died  in  1607,  had  been  an  influence  upon  the  decisions  of  Isak, 
who,  as  a  protege,  patterned  his  life  in  much  the  same  fashion.  The 
appointment  of  Isak  Rothovious  to  Bishop  and  spiritual  leader  for  the 
sister  country  of  Finland  in  162  7,  rivals  in  significance  that  of  his  patron 
benefactor.  The  stature  attained  by  Bishop  Rothovious  was  quite  likely 
made  possible  by  a  cultured  and  charming  wife,  as  must  also  have  been 
the  case  with  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  The  standards  they  maintained,  and 
the  goals  they  reached,  would  have  been  humanly  impossible  in  sole 
endeavors.  As  laymen,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  properly  aggrandize  these 
two  great  men;  in  addition  to  their  portraits,  perhaps  there  are  busts  and 
statues  in  Sweden  to  Immortalize  their  person.  It  is  disclosed  Isak 
Rothovious  was  the  twin  brother  of  Jonas.  This  brother  also  was  accorded 
a  niche  in  Sweden's  Hall  of  Fame,  a  short  biography  of  Jonas  Rothovious, 
the  Orientalist,  is  given  herein. 

Third  Generation*  -  ANNA  ROTHOVIA 

The  marriage  of  Anna  and  Isak  Rothovious  was  blessed  with  a 
daughter  named  Anna.  Anna  Rothovia  ,  in  1640,  married  Capt.  Aron 
Johansson  at  the  Castle  of  Vlborg,  where  the  captain  was  in  charge  of 
the  fortress— garrison .  Anna  died  in  1652  and  a  year  later  her  husband, 
Capt.  Johansson,  was  decorated  by  her  majesty.  Queen  Christine.  She 
bestowed  upon  the  captain  the  title  of  Sir  Knight  Klofverskjold .  His  Coat 
of  Arms  appears  herein.  Aron  Johansson  was  the  son  of  Johan  Cttosson 
Kleeblatt  and  Elisabeth  Hansdotter  who  married  in  1597.  Johan  Cttosson 
Kleeblatt,  a  district  Judge  (harads  hovding)  in  Finland,  was  the  son  of 
Otto  Knudsen  (Seeblad),  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Cdense.  Cdense  is  the 
principal  city  on  the  Danish  island  of  Fyn.  Kleeblatt  is -reported  to  have 
fled  to  Finland  from  the  province  of  Holstein,  Germany,  which  adjoins 
Denmark  on  the  south,  the  reason  is  unknown.  Cld  ancestor-tables  of 
Danish  noble  families  mention  that  the  Laurids  or  Johan  Cttesen  families 
carried  the  titular  name  of  "Seeblad"  and  this  famUy  displayed  an  almost 
Identical  Coat  of  Arms  as  that  bestowed  upon  Capt.  Aron  Johansson 
(Klofverskjold).  Cur  Swedish  collaborator  states  that  the  mayor  of  Cdense, 
Ctto  Knudsen  (Seeblad)  was  married  to  Birgitta  Lauridsdaughter ,  the  latter 
died  prior  to  September  15,  1613,  since  which  date  more  accurate  statis¬ 
tics  are  on  file,  the  father  died  in  1631.  Thus  we  learn  the  paternal 
grandparents  of  Sir  Knight  Klofverskjold  represented  distinguished  families 
in  Denmark.  Cur  collaborator,  Mr.  Brenner,  advises  that  the  Ijiudsen- 
Laurid  ancestor-table  showed  a  son  as,  quote:  "cunnls  exstlnctus , "  that 
means  unknown  place  or  fate  unknown.  That  Johan  Cttosson  Kleeblatt 
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changed  his  family  name  from  Seeblad  Is  evident.  Before  he  became  a 
judge,  he  changed  again,  to  the  Swedish  name  of  Klofverblad,  translated 
to  "Cloverleaf"  in  English.  Mr.  Brenner  further  advises  that  progress 
beyond  that  given,  relative  to  the  Seeblad  noble  family,  is  impossible. 

Fourth  Generation*  -  MATTS  ERIKSSON  DTURMAN 

From  the  union  of  Capt.  Aron  Johansson  and  Anna  Rothovia  at  the 
Castle  of  Viborg  in  1640,  there  was  a  son  bom  in  1642.  He  took  the 
name  Matts  Eriksson  Djurman  and  became  a  merchant  and  importer  in 
the  port  city  of  Viborg.  The  wife  of  this  ancestor  is  not  mentioned  but 
records  reveal  that  a  son  was  bom  to  them  at  Viborg  in  1670.  He  was 
Per  Mattsson  Djurman. 

Fifth  Generation*  -  PER  MATTSSON  DTURMAN 

Per  Mattsson  Djurman  married  Elisabeth  Holmberg  prior  to  1698. 

Per  learned  the  merchantile  and  Importing  business  while  associated 
with  his  father  at  Viborg.  His  father  died  about  1692  after  which  Per 
left  Finland  and  continued  his  business  at  Umea,  in  northern  Sweden. 
Umea  is  located  on  the  coast  some  300  miles  north  of  Stockholm.  At 
this  distant  seaport,  the  church  records  date  later  than  those  of  southern 
Sweden.  In  Umea  the  registration  of  births  begins  in  1725  ,  marriages  in 
172  6,  and  deaths  from  172  1.  It  is  assumed  that  Per  Mattsson  Djurman 
met  his  future  wife  at  Umea  and  they  were  married  there.  Per  Djurman, 
while  engaged  in  business,  was  also  an  alderman  in  the  city  council.  To 
this  wedlock  we  are  Interested  in  a  daughter,  Anna  Elisabeth  Djurman, 
who  was  bom  in  1701  at  Umea.  An  older  daughter  was  named  Margareta 
(1698-1770),  she  was  first  married  to  the  city  tailor,  Johannes  Onsell, 
after  his  death,  she  married  the  Reverend  Olaus  Lindahl. 

Sixth  Generation*  -  ANNA  ELISABETH  DJURMAN 

That  our  Anna  Elisabeth  Djurman  was  an  accomplished  woman  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  she  married  Jons  Wankif  in  the  Klara  Church  at  Stock¬ 
holm  in  1730.  Jons  Wankif  was  a  financial  consultant  and  held  many 
positions  of  trust  with  private  corporations  and  banks.  At  the  apex  of  his 
career  he  was  director  of  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Stockholm.  Jons 
Wankif  and  his  wife,  Anna  Elisabeth  Djurman,  had  several  sons  and 
daughters  .  While  it  would  be  extremely  interesting  to  learn  about  each 
of  them,  we  have  only  instructed  Mr.  Brenner  to  give  us  information  on 
two  sons,  Carl  Gustaf  Wankif  and  his  brother,  Johan  Peter  Wankif,  the 
latter  becoming  a  "pivot"  around  which  a  major  portion  of  our  genealogy 
is  destined  to  revolve. 

The  parents  of  Jons  Wankif  were  the  Reverend  Petrus  Wankif  and 
his  wife,  the  former  Hedvig  Norager,  married  in  1693.  Petrus,  while 
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being  a  member  of  the  cloth,  was  also  the  son  of  a  pastor,  his  wife  was 
also  the  daughter  of  a  parson.  Petrus  Wankif  preached  in  parishes  of 
Koplnge  and  Lyngby  in  southern  Sweden,  Petrus  was  bom  nearby  in  Van- 
klva,  March  6,  1649  ,  he  died  at  Kopinge  April  25,  1707;  his  wlfe,Hedvlg, 
died  the  same  year. 

We  can  disclose  more  about  the  parents  of  Petrus  and  Hedvlg.  The 
father  of  Petrus  Wankif  was  Nils  Olsen,  parson  in  Vanklva  and  Igneberga 
parishes  1630-1655,  data  on  Nils'  wife  is  not  available.  Hedvlg  Norager's 
father  was  the  Reverend  Peder  Rasmusson  Norager,  parson  in  the  parishes 
of  Sodra  Mellby  and  Vltaby.  He  was  bom  in  Denmark  and  as  a  young  man 
had  been  a  corporal  in  the  Danish  army,  he  died  at  Mellby  September  10, 
1681.  Of  his  wife,  Slssela,  there  is  no  information,  the  N.  N.  appearing 
on  the  chart  Indicates  her  maiden  name  is  unknown.  These  last  two  para¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  maternal  and  paternal  parentage  of  Jons  Wankif  are 
intended  to  graphically  point  out  the  cultural  background  of  this  treasury 
official.  The  talents  of  Anna  Elisabeth  DJurman,  Integrated  with  those  of 
her  husband,  sparked  this  union  to  proportions  of  inherent  promise  for 
their  offspring.  Jons  Wankif  bom  at  Koplnge,  May  8,  1706;  died  near 
Stockholm,  February  18,  1774.  He  was  burled  at  the  country  estate  called 
"Lovsta"  near  the  city  of  Vagnharad,  not  far  from  Nykoping.  His  wife, 
Anna,  was  five  years  older  than  her  husband,  died  August  15,  1769,  five 
years  before  her  husband,  and  was  buried  at  the  large  Klara  Church  in 
Stockholm.  Thus  both  Jons  Wankif  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  68. 

Their  son,  Johan  Peter,  had  been  knighted  two  years  before  his  mother's 
demise.  It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  no  more  to  tell  about  Jons  and  Anna 
Wankif.  It  would  seem  that  this  family  could  vie  with  any  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  people  of  the  1750  era. 

Seventh  Generation*  -  CARL  GUSTAF  and  JOHA.N  PETER  WANKIF 

The  children  of  Jons  and  Anna  Wankif  are  our  next  subject  for  delib¬ 
eration.  We  are  primarily  interested  in  two  sons,  one  is  our  progenitor, 
Carl  Gustaf  Wankif,  bom  1741  in  Stockholm,  also  died  there  June  1,  1822  . 
Carl  Gustaf  was  married  to  Kama  Anders -daughter.  Kama,  his  wife,  in 
separation  moved  to  Karlskrona,  a  naval  base  located  not  far  from  Brakne 
Hoby  where  we  boys  were  bom.  Carl  Gustaf  Wankif  for  many  years  sat 
on  the  Stockholm  city  council  as  alderman.  To  this  marriage  a  son  was 
bom,  he  was  our  Johan  (Jaen)  Gustafsson  Djerf  of  whom  much  has  been 
told  herein. 

The  other  son  of  Jons  and  Anna  Wankif  of  whom  we  have  documentary 
information  is  Johan  Peter  (1733-87).  Johan  was  eight  years  older  than 
brother  Carl  and  did  not  marry.  Johan  Peter  Wankif  is  predominately  men¬ 
tioned  herein  as  a  man  of  unusual  ability  as  a  legal  councilor  for  the  crown. 
It  is  our  information  that  his  keen  insight,  vision  and  aggressiveness  as  a 
leader  in  affairs  of  state,  was  such  caliber  as  to  gain  the  personal  recog- 
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of  King  Fred6rick.  For  this  outstdndlng  public  service,  he  was 
knighted  December  23  ,  1767,  with  the  titular  name  of  " Grlpenbjelke .  " 

It  Is  translated  to  Griffon-beam"  in  English,  and  we  become  excited  by 
its  apparent  significance.  Having  been  paid  the  compliment  of  being 

symbolic  to  the  virtues  of  a  griffon . Is  In  Itself  an  expression  of 

implicit  confidence  of  integrity  which  parallels  the  highest  esteem  anyone 
may  receive.  The  hyphenated  word  "bjelke"  or  "beam"  has  many  struc¬ 
tural  applications,  we  prefer  to  think  of  it  as  an  arch  that  carries  tremen¬ 
dous  weight  such  as  the  masonry  of  a  long  span  In  a  bridge  which  in  turn 
supports  the  weight  of  trains  passing  above.  Thus  our  image  of  Sir  Knight 
Wankif  takes  on  the  dimensions  of  being  more  than  a  lawyer,  he  was  a 
champion  of  human  rights.  A  realist  who  was  dedicated  to  the  betterment 
of  the  fortunes  of  his  fellowmen  and  who  attacked  the  problems  before 
Im  with  fortitude  and  dispatch,  A  man  who  was  a  leader  amongst  men 
and  shouldered  his  responsibilities  well.  That  is  our  conception  of  Johan 
Peter  Wankif,  the  brother  of  our  progenitor.  We  believe  his  image  will 
always  live  and  grow.  As  an  act  of  preservation  and  admiration,  we  feel 
it  obligatory  upon  us  to  cause  his  award  to  be  struck  anew  in  bronze  and 
his  name  emblazoned  on  the  archives  of  this  heritage.  Registered  pres¬ 
to  "Rlddarhuset"  (House  of  Nobles) ,  Stockholm,  with  the  number 

1993,  and  at  Rlksarklvet.  In  the  U.  S.  ,  it  is  recorded  with  the  Register 
ol  Copyrights,  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  as  GU  34824. 


Eighth  Generation*  -  JOHAN  GUSTAFSSQN  DJERF 

The  union  of  Carl  Gustaf  Wankif  and  his  wife,  Kama,  was  favored 
by  another  outstanding  son,  our  Johan  (Jaen)  Gustafsson  Djerf.  From 
mformation  obtained  from  the  Swedish  Genealogical  Research  Agency  it 
educed  that  marital  difficulties  arose  between  his  parents  when  he  was 
a  boy.  This  resulted  in  separation  from  his  father,  his  mother  taking  him 
to  live  at  Karlskrona  where  his  mother  subsequently  died.  Jaen  was  an 
industrious  lad,  serious  of  intent  and  dependable  in  his  pursuits.  He 
joined  the  Royal  Navy  at  an  early  age  and  made  seamanship  his  career, 
at  the  time  of  his  discharge  he  held  the  rank  of  "boatswain."  Jaen 
mailed  Sara  Jeans -daughter  (also  spelled  Johansdotter)  April  10,  1811, 
at  femleby  At  this  point  there  is  little  logic  in  repeating  anything  which 
Gustaf  Reinhold  relates  as  first  hand  knowledge.  However,  some  com- 
mentaiy  seems  prudent,  he  states  that  Jaen  Djerf  was  an  orderly  man, 
this  obviously  was  the  result  of  years  of  discipline  in  meticulous  "house- 
eeping  that  is  practiced  on  board  ship.  Jaen  Djerf  was  also  a  pious 
gentleman  as  in  later  years  he  became  a  pHlar  of  the  local  church.  Jaen 
^  Stockholm  on  June  2  7,  1788,  and  died  at  Gamleby  April 
L! ,  18  66.  His  wife,  Sara  Jean,  was  bom  at  Gamleby,  April  22  1786 

and  died  there  September  26,  1854. 
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e£.w  drf  ^9oL)n9e,  uiLUi/Xi  yntbf/ojajwo  aUdt  jo'i  ..S-^ne^wl  cnlH  io  nolUii 
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nfi  esw  na^l  .b»Ib  Ylioaupaadue  lariiom  eld  s’9(iw  t^dc^v^«l^le2^  1&  avll  at 
»U  .ajiaBii/q  aid  iti  eld&Uiiaq^b  bad  instni  lo  «b6t  BuolTlxabni 

^lOfsitio  iiti,nl44ui§;)ih9^  abBtn  tin£  o^-a  yhao  no  ia  fls  baniol 

liodl  ".didwaliiv^"  jip  H^rt  9ti  91  uakriib  Jo  ^IJ  adl  Jt» 

,  ,CI  tliqA  (isiiobancbrvi  ba'Haqa  otiXfc)  iaJrtci/6b"«a6^  pioS  qiUuimA 
ri^Mw  pnlrijvna  ^nilbtiiqai'Al  olpol  aT#iU  trtrocf'  aidl  iA  .^^dalcaoL>  ip 

-ftfOb  a*noe  ^Ti&vaiwoi^  .snd>^w#a;<  bodri  4^Hl  ao/cidi  blorilttafl  Idja  i*} 
^nnoi  YliAb^a  aa  ftfw  liocG  tarii  a4  ,Ji»obifti}  amana 

-esaorf"  eMOiuoiiSiTi  ai:'Jaftllqloalbio  Bt«9Y^6  tftta&i  adJ  64V/  yi^noj^o  dUt? 
feuolq  6  obIb  qow  batG  nadl  .qld<l  t'ir>o<i  ao  btxiljvffxj  ai  iijtf  "jinitiPoA 
noftT  ..iowdo  laool  prti  lo  tfcfJtq  a  aiaria9d  €>d  l^al  Jti  4o  PtawUn^Q 
iliqA  iu  boib  ban  *  <*  »b{  nd  mlofWoot^  nl  mocT  iffew  ftP^Q. 

,38X1  ,S£  ^ydolniaCi  jb  moa  nifw  .rra®!  maS  ,a)lw  alfi  ,8301  »\4 


X681  ladmalqad  irwril  bolb  bha 


«  * 


aocrlT  BL  MdH  lo  aaih  nioil  miolitfianaC)* 

vrxj 


1 


i 


Ninth  Generation*  -  GUSTAVA  CHARLOTTA  DTERF 


The  union  of  Jaen  Djerf  and  Sara  Jean  was  blessed  by  two  daughters  ^ 
Johanna  and  Gustava .  The  daughter,  Gustava  Charlotta  Djerf,  claims  our 
attention,  she  was  the  mother  of  our  Grandfather,  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson. 
Gustava  Charlotta  married  Carl  Johan  Andersson,  the  father  of  our  Gustaf 
Reinhold  on  December  26,  1847.  There  were  four  surviving  children  bom 
to  this  wedlock,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  In  addition  to  our  grand¬ 
father,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  who  was  the  eldest,  there  was  his  broth¬ 
er,  Carl  August;  and  sisters,  Johanna  Mathilda  and  the  youngest,  Clara 
Sofia.  The  father,  Carl  Johan  Andersson,  was  bom  1821,  he  had  two 
sisters,  Catharina,  bom  1813,  and  Sofia,  bom  1816,  aunts  of  our  grand¬ 
father,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson. 

Tenth  Generation*  -  GUSTAT  RE  INHOLD  CARLSON 

At  this  juncture  the  Family  History  is  replete  with  information.  The 
"Family  Tree"  pictured  herein  provides  the  latest  statistics.  Briefly,  our 
grandfather,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  married  Elisa  Christine  Carlson, 
November  16,  1872  ,  in  Chicago.  The  ceremony  took  place  one  year  after 
he  witnessed  the  Great  Chicago  Fire.  In  Grandfather's  memoirs  there  are 
pathetic  accounts  of  the  deaths  of  a  young  brother ,  and  of  his  mother  which 
is  evoking  of  deep  sympathy.  The  dates  of  this  bereavement  are  not  fur¬ 
nished  by  our  Swedish  collaborator  on  the  ancestor  table,  Mr.  Brenner 
has  explained  they  do  not  appear  on  the  records  of  the  church  at  Gamleby. 
Of  this  he  is  correct,  as  the  family  had  temporarily  left  that  parish  and 
had  moved  some  ten  miles  to  another  near  the  larger  seaport  city  of  Wes- 
tervik;  in  this  parish,  Mr.  Brenner  had  not  searched.  However,  we  have 
these  dates  in  Grandfather's  memoirs.  The  year  was  1861,  and  an  epidemic 
of  contagious  and  deadly  influenza  had  spanned  the  country,  claiming  a 
great  loss  of  lives.  A  baby  brother,  Carl  Victor,  succumbed  to  the  malady 
and  because  of  the  contagion  no  one  was  willing  to  go  near  the  home. 
Finally  a  hired  man  who  had  isolated  himself  by  living  in  an  outbuilding, 
volunteered  to  make  the  Interment  of  the  little  remains.  On  a  Sunday 
morning,  the  hired  man,  Bergman,  with  the  aid  of  close  friends,  took  the 
body  of  little  Carl  Victor  in  a  rowboat  via  the  waterway,  to  the  Tomsfalla 
Cemetery,  situated  beyond  the  opposite  shore.  Two  weeks  later.  Grand¬ 
father's  mother  became  a  victim,  and  again  adding  to  the  great  sorrow  was 
the  problem  of  burial.  Bergman  and  his  helpers  transported  the  casket 
over  lake  Hjorten  as  before,  but  on  reaching  the  other  side  they  encoun¬ 
tered  difficulty  in  hiring  a  man  with  horse  and  wagon  to  bring  the  remains 
to  the  cemetery .  Sorrow  and  deprivation  is  not  confined  to  any  one  gen¬ 
eration. 

Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson  at  the  age  of  2  0  came  to  America  for  the 
first  time.  He  left  Sweden  May  28  ,  1868,  and  arrived  in  Chicago  on 
June  23.  On  the  ocean  crossing  a  storm  was  encountered  that  tore  away 
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Eleventh  Generation*  -  CARL  FRANK  CARI.SDM 
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Twelfth  Generation*  -  INGVAR-AXEL-ERNEST-RIJTH  r.ART.goM 
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ancestors  migrated  from  Central  Europe  and  lived  in  southern  Sweden  from 
the  time  of  the  Bronze  Age,  antedating  the  birth  of  Christ. 

Some  who  read  this  history  of  our  lineage  may  think  of  it  as  a  story 
in  fantasy,  a  drama  that  has  all  the  elements  for  a  Broadway  play  with 
each  generation  playing  a  role.  The  story  has  its  roots  in  the  dawning  of 
the  new  world  and  the  breaking  through  of  a  new  spiritual  light  kindled  by 
Martin  Luther  in  1520.  In  doing  research  about  Martin  Luther,  we  discover 
in  1508,  he  was  made  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  the  new  Roman  Catholic 
University  of  Wittenberg.  This  university  is  mentioned  many  times  during 
his  lifetime,  it  was  also  attended  by  our  Bishop  Isak  Rothovlous  in  1602 
after  the  institution  was  converted  to  protestantism .  Some  who  read  our 
story  will  visualize  scenes  of  romance  and  enchantment  rivaling  cinema 
scripts  of  make-believe.  The  flight  of  Sir  John  Kleeblatt,  the  son  of  a 
noble  family,  from  Denmark  and  Holstein  to  Finland  will  have  special 
significance  to  many.  Others  will  peer  through  the  windows  of  the  castle 
at  Vlborg  and  see  Capt.  Aron  Johansson  and  his  bride,  Anna  Rotliovia , 
being  feted  in  the  pompous  dining  salon,  attended  by  many  fashionable 
dignitaries.  Others  will  thrill  to  the  strains  of  music  at  the  ball  given  in 
honor  of  the  popular  young  couple.  More  readers  will  view  the  Wanklf 
family  as  a  major  contributor  of  business  and  professional  acumen  to  this 
heritage . 

Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson  has  intimated  herein,  he  does  not  seek  to 
have  his  name  appear  on  any  marque,  nevertheless  he  is  the  concelver  of 
this  book.  Gustaf  Reinhold,  our  grandfather,  whom  we  knew  as  youths, 
could  be  properly  labeled  as  a  humanitarian.  His  nine  crossings  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  attest  to  a  deep  seated  devotion  to  his  wife  and  son.  A 
devotion  he  sought  to  implement  in  ambitious  pursuits  in  America  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  an  inward  force  that  would  not  release  him  from  roots  firmly 
planted  in  his  homeland.  The  ego  conflict  of  the  lure  for  economic 
improvement  in  America,  and  his  reluctance  to  sever  nostalgic  ties  of  his 
youth,  he  has  described. 

In  these  days  of  growing  juvenile  delinquency  and  alarming  divorce 
statistics,  some  readers  will  take  special  note  of  the  total  absence  of 
any  mention  of  crime,  undoubtedly  influenced  by  family  stability  that 
borders  on  incredibility.  Except  for  what  appears  to  be  a  separation  or 
possible  divorce,  that  of  Jaen  Djerf's  parents,  this  lineage  is  untarnished. 

The  overall  complexions  of  these  generations  in  the  aggregate . project 

the  image  from  which  we  draw  our  profile.  That  legacy  carries  with  it  a 

responsibility  and  a  challenge . to  continue  as  diligently  as  possible 

the  practice  of  the  idealistic  doctrines  of  our  ancestors. 
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FOREWORD 


Being  a  mason  by  trade,  I  have  not  worked  long  in  one  place.  I 
have  had  to  go  where  there  was  work,  from  one  city  to  another.  This 
has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  meet  all  kinds  of  people.  I  found  some 
that  have  family  history  records  they  valued  very  much.  Especially  I 
will  mention  one  family  by  the  name  of  Whitney.  This  family  possessed 
the  most  splendid  record  of  their  family  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Their 
grandslre  had  come  over  from  England  in  1623,  he  had  written  his  own 
biography  and  back  three  generations . 

It  now  contained  24  volumes,  which  were  kept  in  a  fireproof 
vault.  In  the  year  189  5  an  educated  member  of  the  family  had  gone 
over  it,  classified  the  different  branches  and  had  it  printed,  this  work 
contained  nearly  3000  pages.  This  family  contained  over  2  000  members, 
a  copy  was  printed  for  each  at  four  dollars  per  copy.  It  contained  a  lot 
of  illustrations,  pictures  of  old  homesteads  and  members  of  the  family. 

It  was  one  of  these  printed  records  that  I  happened  to  see.  The 
family  valued  it  more  than  anything  else  they  possessed.  They  showed 
it  with  pride.  I  thought  it  was  grand;  why  have  not  my  forefathers  done 
the  same  ? 

In  spare  time  I  started  to  write  a  biography  of  myself,  but  I  was 
not  satisfied  with  this;  I  started  over  again,  going  back  as  far  as  I  could 
remember.  As  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  customs  prevailing  at  the 
time  of  my  grandfather,  I  thought  I  would  describe  the  same  and  preserve 
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1  m  i^nol  tiUiow  ii^r.  ovrv/1 1  ,«t6if  noCBm  e  prriiefl 

«}rf!r  .DiMti  /Kfi  oi  !t<to  hscteS  &«w  otwit  3«/rtw  oo  oi  bari  avert 

amoe  bdbcl  I  .aliioeq  tti  lit>  ol  v^iiu^o^<|o  '^3  ^  ntiVl^  ttcrt 

I  V'UaiwaqcJ  .ft:>ii.v  yt*v  tmnuv  ^krtoo^  yioidUrt.  uvjfiri  JeitJ 

b‘a«aoaeoq  yUfftel  eirtl  ,'(f$a3i(iW  io  aotaa  ^  anc/  no/Jnam  liiw 

ii*->ffr  .it9»t  "tmvj  overt  i  tartj  uortx  io  b^vtyyen  btbr.oltie  team  ortJ 

rtwo  txrf  nosiiiw  bftri  ail  .Cai  al  b4xai9«f3  luoii  tovo  »ftK.ia  biul  ‘dUaimotQ 

.  ini.':j«an9ii  av<rtj  At>^  ha^  vrtqoi^d 

lb^>iQOiii  6  oi  sqvrt  mow  ifajiiw  »2oaiviuv  b^niotnoo  won  ti 
000)9  io  lodiooxn  boifi^Criibo  afi  T&ax_dxU  til  .Jiuov 

Mv>w'  iUil}  .boialti)  H  bftil  L>d»  aortuoaitl  tr^islUb  art]  boilteask>  »)1  novo 
^eit^doiocn  uOOl  tm/Q  booi tattoo  {ilmai  iUrtT  Ylxoiin  bonluiioa 

foJ  a  baruetiicru  15  .  \t900  aic{k<b  o/-  -!  It  dooo  lol  batiiliq  etw  vqpo  6 
.s^ltrabl  Oft]  to  4i.)dtbrtm  iMio  tbfiai09«nui1  bk>  3tt  zmittoiii  » aiioitocevlU  2o 

oifi*  oi  bonaqqert  1-  lortt  obKom  btilniii}  o^ortl  io  ono  atiw  fl 

owworte  vortl  .  Ltseaa&^’oi  '^uAf  ouio  Quidlrfn^  oAtU  Miom  It  boulov  YUasfrt 
Oflob  Jv»n  avou  v«vr  ;bn*«ie  ^ow  ii  irtpuort}  I  .ebriq  ittiw  V 

*i  Viuoa  drtt 

aow  I  AAi  kUoavin  ki  x<kioa(^otJ  o  oJirveoj  bojittjB  1  axni}  oiivia  nl 
ultfTJO  J  xui  ao  AOf^  )inic^  tovo  boncoa  1  ;eirtJ  rtltw  boUtUfee  ton 

94}  it  ^niilcv  jtt)  aoKjlnuii  art)  rtHw  tHtiaiGupoo  tlsw  I  ^  .lortitioincn 
ovTo«^*-»q  bna  ofloet  oiil  aOirJkub  bluow  I  jcl4.uorti  1  tiortiblhaaio  yn»  U»  antu 
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it  for  coming  generations .  If  it  is  of  any  value  to  know  anything  about 

our  forefathers,  it  ought  to  be  of  interest  to  know  where  and  how  they 
lived.  ^ 


Frank,  my  son,  is  the  only  descendent  in  our  family.  It  is  very 
likely  that  he  will  stay  in  this  country,  live  and  die  here  and  perhaps 
leave  offspring  that  will  further  increase  and  branch  out  the  family. 

The  manuscript  to  a  second  attempt  of  a  family  record  was  stolen 
from  me,  together  with  some  other  belongings,  at  a  railroad  station  in 
me  winter  of  1892-93  .  I  started  again  in  the  summer  of  1893  and  this 
is  the  result.  But  it  is  not  finished,  it  is  my  intention,  if  I  live,  and 
health  permits ,  to  once  more  write  it  on  good  paper  in  a  well  bound  book 
so  at  least  the  outside  will  look  respectable. 

We  have  at  times  spoken  of  going  back  to  Sweden,  and  if  we  do 
I  can  make  this  record  more  complete,  there  I  have  papers  which  will 
furnish  dates  and  other  information.  I  could  also  go  through  the  State 

church  records  and  perhaps  trace  our  ancestors  back  for  several  cen¬ 
turies  . 

Should  I  not  live  to  fulfill  my  intentions,  then  you  will  have  to  take 
it  as  it  is  and  do  with  it  as  you  find  best. 


We  have  had  no  men  of  distinction  in  our  family,  that  is,  of  educa¬ 
tion  or  wealth.  We  have  made  our  living  mostly  with  our  hands;  we  have 
been  either  craftsmen  or  agriculturists  . 


To  my  knowledge,  no  one  has  been  in  poverty;  if  they  have  not  had 
plenty,  there  has  always  been  enough.  All  have  been  honest  and  good 

workers.  Only  one  has  been  accused  of  crime  and  he  later  proved  his 
innocence . 

Although  we  have  had  this  modest  position  in  life,  a  heart  has 
beaten  in  our  breasts.  We  have  had  the  same  feelings,  same  love  and 

perhaps  some  of  the  same  joys  as  those  that  have  reached  wealth  and 
tame . 


striven  to  preserve  what  I  know  for  my  descendants,  but  if 
they  will  not  take  any  interest  in  this  endeavor  and  continue  what  I  have 
begun,  then  my  efforts  have  been  in  vain.  I  have  to  the  best  of  my  abil¬ 
ity  tried  to  make  clear  the  history  of  our  family  tree  as  far  back  as  I  know 
anything  up  to  this  date. 

Now  as  to  the  record.  I  will  record  my  family's  experiences  when 
any  incidents  occur  which  I  think  worth  preserving,  also  what  I  find  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  other  branches  of  the  family.  Where  they  have  been  men¬ 
tioned  at  a  death,  there  ought  to  be  a  short  biography  of  the  dead.  If 
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JUChiCl  W»u15l  OJ  »i»l6V  YUfi  ^  ai  3i  ii  . 

VdilJ  wcxl  brt6  'iidrtw  woiut  Qj  }aaiaflfli,lo  wl  oJ  jiifu^  »  e  i9(iJblt33oi  two 

.  bovM 

*  lad  ru  t(TObjTfi-o«3fe  ^Ino  jrfi  et  »no8  vm  ,Mirafi 

aqr?iiiati  t)n6  a-tori  alb  bne  «vil  ^Y^nuoo  airfJ  ru 
_  tiK3  lionjsid  bnfi  oaedioni  iddnui  lUw  JtiiU  prjTqalio  av&ol 

fidloiA  2t>w  bu^iu  iJ  ^<5  JrjfnPtiB  bnoudA  a  of  ittllOjiyiu^n  arft 

n»  ijoilBie  bi^oiJJfn  «  ifi  qtboh  aim  zoih^ooi  wriJ 

altis  bfifr  'CpiX  lo  *3fb  nl  btijrwwa  A  .fi6r£,tUi  Jp.wJrjy^  ?ritl 

bflic  Ml  »rtvUi*j*.ilni  Y<n  ^  3t  >0*1  U  Ji  .ibm&i  ortt  ai 

^ioocl'  bjflMod  liavv  d  nl  bbOL>  (Xj.Ji  .>ioin  sonp  oi  biU>exl 

.  aicl«Jo^?9i  .-^odl  lUw  exli  t&69l  to  oe 

^oh  ow  It  but  *nebdi(^  ol  3(0^  6^915  aortUt  ix^  aW 

U!h%'  ^>i/lw  ov&*i  I  wiaxii  vPi9|i^n*4J*j  sTom  tnoooi  ?Jrtt  Jt6o  4 

Bitui:  aril  (i<?iiC.7iU  ouix,  btuos  I  .  rrcljaifnoiia  i»tUu  hoc  aaJsb 
•a-Ti  loi  Moeid  aiofitiOati  luo  aoeu  aq©fiisKj  bnn  abiobai  dotunp 

.  aeatb 

ajieloJ  avfcfl  lliw  oo\  nsiiJ  » axfrirtHalril  hiUiii  oJ  ion  I  bfuoiiS 

tlBod-  bjTil  uoY  a©  Ji  xiXw  ou  bpfe  .ai  ii  e©  b 

-BDUfco  )(3  *ai  Jfixii  I'yUnual  ico  nl  noilonlJatfa  io  narc  on  bnrf  avBri  aW 
©Vf*rf  aw  {BijpLti  tuo  iOl-w  ylieom  &nlvii  ivo  ^bam  avsti  oW  .(Ulfpow  10  noil 
H  .  KmtMjsLuokivt.  10  nsfnftilbS’J^  Tptljia  xioed 

bftd  ion  ovad  xoHi  It  ;ytio'u:Ki  ai  nowl  eert  one  ou  v'^0bolwon>i  ym  c*l 

boo5»  i>n&  taaaoxi  nsaid  avail  liA  .d^iiona  natjd  fcyGwxfl  aad  ftiaiU  tYbiaXi} 
Hia  bvvoni  leiol  tMl  ima  lo  £>oEJtii>oa  noad  earf  ono  ylx/)  .  vjimHtow 

.99n«ooniU 

aed  Mood  o  »©ili  xil  nomarjq  ieobom  »ldj  bon  avod  t^w  rU?uoiljiA 
boo  ,&vot  fimail  .sijxttb)©!  Oniisa  oib  bod  dvi>d  oW  ,A$nvfrt<i  \ao  xU  xieiaact 
bi\6  iijl«»9w  barfoxvai  wxid  J&til  naorii  ac  «YOt  snuiE  otii  \o  omoa  a^hd•r«^ 

.nmol 


U  Jud  ,  kawrobnoofieb  yi«  iql  wt/foi  !  3©riw  avnoaBiq  oJ  xiaviTie  ovod  i 
ovod  1  ifldw  owrlJiioo  bn#»  i^vvaotonw  aliil  rU  jaai^inl  yni»  o^IiaJ  io+i  Ulw  yoilt 
•  Udo  tm  io  laod  oxb  oJ  ovori  I  .nlt?/  ni  nossd  ovnU  iJMuUo  ym  nadj  *nin?9<i 
wcwtJI  fcO  Atjad  70180  Joil  yduial  iwo  \o  Yioifttli  adJ  icolo  viom  ui  baiu  yil 

.tjiob  aiiU  01  quViiiii\ft6 

nodw  soonoMoqxB  a*yU»Ti©3  ynn  bioooi  Ibw  I  .biooui  otti  ol  aa  woM 
-qoll  bnrt  1  lartw  o«lo  ,yftlvioainii  dMov^  .Inlxil  1  xioldw  ufooo  atnobtonl  yius 
-flOff!  nood  avfid  yodl  .yliiniii  uiU  Ao  evrionoul  wiiio  odl  at  j^nlooq 

tt  .boibb  art!  ftj  yaqouKJid  rustle  r.  ad  oJ  Jd&ou  oiaiii  ^dltotro  ic  bonoU 
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they  have  succeeded  in  life  to  accomplish  something  worthy  of  praise, 
mention  it  to  their  credit.  Even  important  world  happenings  ought  to  be 
recorded,  as  this  will  illustrate  to  coming  generations  our  ideas  and 
chara  cter . 

When  1  have  referred  to  history  or  poets,  1  have  done  so  to  illus¬ 
trate  some  great  author's  opinion. 

As  my  family  is  the  only  branch  in  America ,  it  is  likely  that  my 
descendants  wUl  grow  up  in  the  great  American  nation.  The  branches 
now  in  Sweden,  not  recorded,  will  be  lost;  this  cannot  be  avoided. 

Like  most  Swedish  people,  we  have  no  family  name.  It  was  cus¬ 
tomary  in  Sweden  to  add  "son"  to  the  father's  first  name.  My  father's 
first  name  was  Carl,  that  made  my  name  Carlson.  Accordingly,  if  my 
son  should  have  followed  the  same  custom,  his  name  should  have  been 
Gustafson.  I  should  have  changed  my  name  while  I  was  young.  Carlson 
is  too  common,  it  has  caused  me  trouble  many  times,  especially  with 
the  mail,  as  I  have  gotten  other  Carlson's  mail  and  others  have  had  mine. 
Several  times  I  have  received  bills,  and  threatened  to  be  sued  if  I  would 
not  pay.  For  a  time  I  thought  of  changing  my  name  to  Hjortstad,  or 
Hjortzberg,  adopting  the  name  of  mine  and  my  father's  birthplace.  But 
changing  a  name ,  when  a  man  is  well  along  in  years ,  and  has  his  name 
on  various  papers,  is  not  an  easy  matter,  so  I  gave  it  up. 

After  my  death  I  hope  my  son  will  continue  where  I  leave  off.  Take 
care  of  this  record  as  a  family  treasure,  seek  to  interest  all  relatives  in 
it,  take  it  out  at  family  gatherings.  It  is  not  worth  much  now,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  have  value  some  day. 

You  will  find  by  reading  this  history,  that  I  have  not  been  a  learned 
man.  I  hope  that  descendants  with  an  education  will  think  only  of  my 
good  intentions  and  not  of  my  deficiency.  I  have  had  no  expense  for  this 
record,  but  it  has  taken  much  time,  and  I  must  say  it  has  been  a  great 
effort  on  my  part  to  produce  it. 

Take  it  and  care  for  it,  continue  it,  if  possible,  to  the  day  of 
resurrection.  It  is  my  wish,  my  prayer  to  you,  not  because  I  want  my 
name  or  memory  to  shine,  it  has  no  value,  but  preserve  it  for  your  own 
interest  and  for  coming  generations  . 


Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson 
Elgin,  Illinois,  June  8,  1893. 
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io  pnldiOimue  oi  xU  bsb^ao;>uzs  »vfiil  ‘ 

«d  oj  •Jpall•$q^^tlri^bfaow  ttieliLHiftii  ft9v3  .Jibwo  rlofft  oJ  H  ooltnain  / 

fanx*  d«ol>t  liio  anoUfiTsii^  pnlnioo  oj  stixntfujlll  liJw  sa 

,  lOlOtflBXtD  ' 

-«uili  oJ  oa  •iOfib  9Vtui  1  y  a»9c<]  to  'piolEirf  ot  twnelot  svfiri  I  notiW 

^___  .noJniqo  a*tori^Ja6  J&^vp  ^tnoz  aifcu 

YiP  J«»4J  ai  ii  yiiotiQdydt  a!  tlacinci  &i  YflAul  ym  aA 

ii^dziaitxl  »{fT  .florlAn  adoii^inA  ^  wo'n;?  fiUw  Kini^iid^asb 

.hirfjiovc  gc(i()trbO  '-Itb  ?i«f  l  ad|JflK'-'  ^h4i/i<3k>oi  Jont  ill  Vwf>n  ♦ 

-abo  2«w  K  .,»(nun  ylimoion  dveri  yrw  ,'^iqoB44  rtatbtjwS^tftom  -tyu 
•s'larflai-  \hA  .am&a  Jaii.}  a^oiJjui  *rii  oi  btois  ok0f>b^w8  nJ  ytanioJ 

ym  it  ,  yii^aipioooA  .noalteO  atrusa  yai  eii^m  a&w  aman  Jaiil 

ndod  dViMt  bijJoi{a  <»in»e  orii  u\<»^cjilal  uvfid  bjyoda  noc 

ao&iiVU  .f>ii>bY  1  nftrtw  ^mcv.  tm  botiherfb  ‘WfttJ  bLuprts  1  •  m>itUi9aitc3  * 

am  b^vui^  etjtl  tt  ,aoflwii4.»  ooi  ai 
,9td\v.:hi^  'infill  fijt^riio'bnto  it'  tn  a’at#»iJti 0  ifj.flo  a9ttoQ  1  vb  .Uam  adi 
bb/ow  1  tmi'e  9d  o#  bonojiis^  bnt>\ailiu  bi>yi.  »oei  evaii  I  afi/nH  idiayoS 
lo  ,  UiU^iU  ol  aaiai:  y^i’  IfltuWU  1  tafltiJ  b  ici  .  yc^T  lOii . 

jofl  k ao elqiitilLi  B'tdriinl  YJtithjr.i  satn-  Do  i-ttaa  eH?  .piodjkjTtHH 

o.«A>t  eitl  .»..(  bLW  » EtttOY-fit  tnoli^  Udy-  zl  s'MiUSJCi.BAu 

.qu  il  ftvt»r  i  Oft  ,ia»uii  y<>ftd  nB  IqS  ei  ^aioqaq  tm 

..j 

^Aea*  ,l\o  avfiol  i  otariy.'  oMrtH/wa  liiw  no«  ym  oqo*!  1  diaob  ym  twJiA 
jti  4«viloIi*t  llfi  In^ityrU  erf  yX*^?*!*  *>  »«?  IxjiJO&'J.  etUi  \o 

-«t<  1  Ju<l  ,wcn  rtov-Ti  ftTEAv  jofl  i|  jl  . *14  5^'  H  vita!  ,is 

.yeb  omot  oUi6V  oVtiri  lUw  ji  avail 

batnadi  &  nsad  lo*’,  farfl 'i  si/lt  9rtib&bi’'V'! 

ytn  lo  \l;io  Hnirta  lUw  /itrfaiROitbfi  nti  riiiw  ajff5b«at>£9b  ibttJ  oqort  1  .lUMti 
Cirt]  to!  9eniM}x«  oo  baii  ovutt  I  .yunat^lab  Vfu  Iq  iqn  boa  dnoUnasru  boo|? 
1691V  n9«<l  zBit  7)  yaa  JBom  1  bna  ^utnti  doum  na.iffi  a&ri  ii  lutl  .bioobi 

,Ji  obvboxq  ol  Ttoq  yiu  no  noU« 

\o  yftb  q<U  C4  v^ldiiieoq  U  ,lt  aurUlnop  ,ji  lol  oiao  b/i6  Ji  «>li^ 
yen  Ju«»>w  i  NzitbiQ^  jc<n  ,i>oy  oj  loyfiiq  yni  ,ilatv/  ytn  ai  II  ,noliajaTji/«'9i 
two  luoy  loi  II  i3r\riaz«iq  Juti  ^aUltV  on  E^ti  Jl  »€Sf»Uifi  ol  yTOtnom  «:■  dm6ti 

.aocilonon^v  prtirndo  iol  1«t7  fdoidiu 


nc.tiiwV  blodiu^A  tfeieuO 
.£681  ,8  9iTul  .aiocttlil  »rtlpi3 


A  OLiMiUKY  or  SERVICE  1807-1907 

SSSSltSsSiliMI 

rnmmmmmm 

the  Vears  .3  a  ,e„.„t  farmer  bn 

whtch  ir  eeparated  from  fhe’maMi'd  LyThe^oSfef^tJltm^Trr.T  ™  °"  “'* 

fatherfw“en"no?wo?kln'^tn'L?KL'"h'^"*^  antbltloes  man  who  had  the  same  name  as  her 

g  farm  he  engaged  In  the  trade  of  sawing  logs  Into  lumber  "by hand." 
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BIRTHPLACE  of  GUSTAF  RLINHOLD  C/iRLSON  In  1848 

Theix  new  home  was  called  "Hybel,”  here  a  son,  Carl  August,  was  bom  In  1854.  The  follow¬ 
ing  year  in  1855,  the  children's  maternal  grandmother  died  at  her  home  called  "Groningsbo"  and 
as  her  husband,  Jaen  Djerf,  was  left  alone. . .  Carl  Johan,  his  wife  and  three  children  moved  there 
to  care  for  him.  Jaen  Djerf,  a  retired  Royal  Navy  sailor,  died  the  following  year  In  1856. 

"Groningsbo"  means  green  dwelling,  here  the  last  two  children  of  Carl  Johan  and  Gustava 
Charlotta  Djerf  were  bom;  Clara  In  1857  and  Carl  Victor  in  1859. 

When  Carl  Johan  and  family  moved  from  "Hjortstad"  In  1853...  his  sister,  Sofia,  and  hus¬ 
band,  A.  P.  Andersson,  moved  there  to  be  near  the  elderly  couple  who  occupied  the  second  floor. 
On  the  passing  of  Sofia's  father  in  1860.  .  .  Sofia  and  her  husband  negotiated  with  the  other  sister 
and  brother  for  the  ownership  of  "Hjortstad"  where  they  continued  to  live  until  summoned  to  the 
beyond.  The  elderly  Brlta  Jonsdaughter,  wife  of  the  deceased,  Anders  Peter  Andersson,  went  to 
her  other  daughter,  Catharina,  on  the  Island  of  Oland  to  live  but  did  not  thrive  there  and  returned 
to  "Hjortstad,"  she  succumbed  In  1866. 

Sofia  and  her  husband,  A.  P.  Andersson,  had  four  children;  In  addition  to  a  son,  Johan 
August  (eldest). . .  there  were  three  daughters.  .  .  Clara  Sofia  and  twins,  Josefina  and  Mathilda. 
Johan  August  Andersson  married  Clara  Trybom.  . .  a  daughter,  Hilda,  was  their  only  child. 

Clara  Sofia  married  a  Carl  Roos . . .  Josefina  wedded  a  Victor  Johnson  In  1877...  Mathilda, 
twin  sister  of  Josefina,  did  not  marry.  Johan  August  Andersson,  Carl  Roos  and  Victor  Johnson. . . 
all  brothers-ln-law,  emigrated  to  America  and  Chicago  In  1882.  Mathilda,  sister  of  Johan,  also 
emigrated  there. 

During  the  absence  of  Carl  Roos...  his  wife,  Clara  Sofia,  lived  with  her  parents  at 
"Hjortstad."  Carl  Roos  returned  to  her  In  1889.  January  26,  1896,  the  elderly  Sofia  (mother  of 
Clara  Sofia)  passed  away  at  "Hjortstad,"  Ironically,  Sofia's  sister,  Catharina,  died  November 
4tli  the  same  year  In  her  home  at  Parsnas,  Oland.  Their  brother,  Carl  Johan,  died  1875. 

Carl  Roos  died  at  "Hjortstad"  In  1905  whereupon  his  wife  and  her  father,  A.  P.  Andersson, 
rented  out  "Hjortstad"  and  moved  to  Baldersrum.  The  elderly  father  passed  away  there  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Clara  Sofia  Roos,  November  28,  1909. 

"Hjortstad"  when  constructed  In  1811  was  touted  as  capable  of  lasting  for  centuries.  It 
must  be  assumed  that  the  lumber  used  was  hand  hewed  and  hand  sawed.  "Hjortstad"  was  sold 
in  1907,  thus  closes  a  chapter  spanning  100  years  that  Is  an  Integral  part  of  all  descendants  of 
this  lineage. 
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Chicago  in  1«52:  The  boosters  calleil  it  “CJeni  of  the  Prairie”;  the  critics, 
“a  universal  grog  shop.”  IJut  tlie  town  already  was  the  nation’s  ninth  port! 


“CHICAGO  IN  FLAMES!”  A  contemporary  artist’s  lurid  conception  of 
the  1871  conflagration.  Starting  at  night,  October  8,  the  fire  finally  burned 
Itself  out  on  October  10.  Hundreds  lost  their  lives;  damage  was  11200,000,000. 
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OUR  ANCESTORS 


The  earliest  recollection  I  have  about  our  ancestors  is  my  great¬ 
grandfather  was  a  farmer  in  Baldersrum  Village,  Gamleby  Township, 
Province  of  Smaland,  Sweden.  Baldersrum  is  located  seven  miles  north 
from  the  town  and  railroad  station  Gamleby.  Baldersrum  is  one  of  the 
old  time  villages,  inhabited  by  about  six  families,  ail  farmers.  The 
farmers  lived  there  happy  and  contented,  one  generation  after  another, 
the  farms  being  inherited  from  the  forefathers .  The  people  were  usually 
related  to  each  other  through  marriage. 

At  that  time  journeys  to  America  were  unknown,  those  of  later  years 
have  broken  so  many  family  ties.  Country  folks  were  at  that  time  satis¬ 
fied  with  little  and  lived  happily  in  their  simple  surroundings  . 

Baldersrum  has  a  beautiful  location  by  Lake'Rummen.  It  is  moun¬ 
tainous  country,  hillsides  are  covered  with  birch,  oak,  pine  or  spruce; 
the  valleys  are  cultivated.  The  farmhouses  are  surrounded  by  orchards, 
mostly  apples,  pears,  cherries  and  plums.  The  small  fruits  that  are  most 
common  are;  gooseberries,  currants  and  raspberries. 

These  old  farms  look  very  homelike  and  as  inviting  as  any  home 
can.  I  know  very  little  about  great-grandfather;  1  think  his  name  was 
Anders  Jonson.  He  was  a  farmer  and  besides  kept  bees.  He  had  an 
apiary  at  home  and  besides  had  bees  out  on  shares  at  different  farms. 

My  father  said  that  his  grandfather  owned  beehives  in  seven  townships  . 
Every  autumn  he  drove  around  the  country  with  horse  and  wagon,  killing 
bees  and  harvesting  honey.  Taking  honey  from  bees  without  killing  them 
was  unknown  at  that  time, 

I  remember  being  told  that  great-grandfather,  on  one  of  his  jour¬ 
neys,  had  the  misfortune  of  tipping  over  his  load  of  honey  on  a  hill  called 
Hastarums  Backe  and  the  honey  ran  down  the  hill.  A  man  of  the  upper 
classes,  a  judge  by  the  name  of  Granskog  from  Odensviholm,  came  driv¬ 
ing  by;  he  always  drove  four  horses.  The  judge  said,  "What  are  you 
doing,  Anders  Jonson?"  The  old  man  did  not  hear  well  and  thought  the 
judge  asked  the  price  of  the  honey,  and  answered,  "50  ore  per  gallon, 
your  honor."  The  good  natured  judge  replied,  "It  looks  to  me  like  you 
sell  your  honey  in  yards,  not  by  the  gallon." 

1  knew  him  only  to  have  had  two  children.  A  son,  Anders  Peter 
Anderson,  my  grandfather,  I  think  bom  1777,  and  a  daughter  married  to  a 
Holmberg.  This  brother  and  sister  inherited  the  farm  in  Baldersrum.  The 
sister  to  my  grandfather  and  her  husband,  Holmberg,  later  got  possession 
of  the  farm  in  Baldersrum . 

My  grandfather,  Anders  Peter  Anderson,  had  the  reputation  to  like 
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Harbor  and  city  of  GAMLEBY,  SWEDEN.  The  locale  around  which  the  first  two  Life  Stories 
herein  revolve.  Harbor  scene  Is  looking  north  toward  the  end  of  the  bay,  it  extends  13 
miles  In  a  southerly  direction  to  the  city  of  Westervlk  on  the  Baltic  Sea  ’  Around  the  end 
of  the  bay  Is  "Hammarslund"  ...  the  birthplace  of  Carl  Frank  Carlson,  the  home  appears 
on  a  succeeding  page.  The  village  of  Baldersrum,  mentioned  as  the  farm  home  of  Anders 
Jonsson,  a  commercial  apiarist.  Is  6  miles  further  north.  Anders  Jonsson  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson  who  conceived  this  famtly  record.  Population  of 
GAMLEBY  In  1928  was  1500. 
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strong  drink,  and  once  when  intoxicated  had  signed  papers  so  his  sister 
got  his  part  of  the  farm  in  Baldersrum .  In  exchange  grandfather  got  a 
[  piece  of  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village  about  1-1/2  miles  from  the 
I  village;  I  should  Judge  about  five  acres  of  cleared  land  between  two 
mountains.  It  also  had  some  fine  timber,  pine  and  spruce,  but  timber 
was  at  that  time  almost  worthless.  It  also  contained  some  marshland, 
called  HJortron  marsh. 

Hjortron  is  a  berry  that  looks  like  the  raspberry,  but  is  yellow  and 
larger.  The  plant  resembles  that  of  the  strawberry.  Because  of  this  berry 
growing  in  said  marsh,  the  marsh  was  called  Hjortron  marsh,  and  later 
when  grandfather  built  on  his  land,  the  place  was  called  "Hjortstad." 

The  area  of  the  place  in  Swedish  is  "1/48  manlal."  Grandfather  Aiiders 
Peter  Anderson  was  not  satisfied  with  tliis  deal;  he  sued  his  brother-in- 
law  and  the  court  granted  him  another  piece  of  land  close  to  Baldersrum, 
called  "Anghagen."  The  court  also  granted  "Hjortstad"  free  from  all 
taxes,  so  the  old  homestead  in  Baldersrum  pays  taxes  for  "Hjortstad"  for¬ 
ever. 


Later  in  1855,  Baldersrum  was  surveyed  and  "Hjortstad"  had  to 
give  up  "Anghagen"  for  another  piece  of  land  called  "Sakres  hal." 

I  do  not  know  much  about  the  Holmbergs .  As  a  child  I  heard  that 
they  had  gotten  into  a  lawsuit,  lost  their  money  and  had  to  give  up 
Baldersrum  farm.  A  son  to  this  Holmbcrg  and  cousin  to  my  fatiier  and 
about  the  same  age  as  my  father,  lived  at  the  time  of  my  childliood  in 
Westervik.  His  name  was  Frederik  Holmberg  and  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 
He  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  We  occasionally  associated  with 
them  while  I  grew  up.  About  1869  they  emigrated  to  America  and  located 
somewhere  in  Kansas.  After  I  came  to  this  country  I  corresponded  with 
them  for  some  time,  but  later  lost  all  track  of  them. 

On  this  land  that  grandfather  Inherited,  he  built  a  house  and  other 
outbuildings  necessary  on  a  small  farm  and  lived  there  till  he  died.  The 
place  was  called  "Hjortstad"  because  of  the  marsh,  before  mentioned. 

My  father  later  cleared  and  drained  the  marshy  land.  At  tlie  time  grand¬ 
father  located  in  Hjortstad,  the  place  had  a  bad  location,  as  there  were 
no  roads  to  it.  It  laid  between  two  mountains  in  the  forest;  it  had  little 
broken  land,  but  plenty  of  timber,  the  marsh,  and  the  rest  mountainous. 

In  my  grandfather's  youth,  he  worked  as  a  farmhand  and  also  as  a 
sailor,  but  after  he  married,  he  located  at  "Hjortstad"  and  he  took  up  the 
carpenter's  trade.  That  he  escaped  the  wars  at  that  time,  seems  queer. 

I  heard  he  had  been  drafted,  but  If  peace  had  been  declared  before  he  was 
called,  I  do  not  know.  However,  he  never  got  to  the  battlefield. 

About  the  year  1811  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Brita  Jonsdotter. 
She  was  bom  in  Hertingerum  of  Gladhammars  Township,  but  brought  up  in 
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Rodja  of  Gamleby  Township.  Ihis  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Catharina ,  bom  1813;  Sofia,  bom  1816;  and  a  son,  Carl  Johan 
Anderson,  my  father,  bom  182  1. 

As  experience  has  taught,  it  does  not  work  well  when  a  man  shall 
both  work  at  a  trade  and  also  be  a  farmer.  In  such  a  case  either  his  trade 
or  his  farm  must  be  neglected,  or  perhaps  both.  Neither  did  it  work  well 
for  grandfather. 

The  little  land  that  was  cleared  was  poor,  wet  and  full  of  stones  and 
big  rocks;  it  was  mostly  worked  by  grandmother  with  the  help  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  consequently  the  crops  produced  were  small. 

At  that  time  a  carpenter  was  paid  37  ore  (10  cents)  a  day.  Because 
grandfather  liked  strong  drinks,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  circumstances  the 
family  was  in.  The  girls,  my  father's  sisters,  left  home  at  an  early  age 
to  work  for  others.  My  father  stayed  home  and  worked  the  farm.  He  told 
of  many  adventures  he  had,  such  as  breaking  steers;  oxen  were  their 
beast  of  burden. 

He  cleared  and  drained  HJortron  marsh  and  other  breakable  land, 
so  the  family's  living  conditions  improved  through  father's  effort.  Father 
also  built  a  distillery  for  making  whiskey.  About  the  year  18  53  a  state 
road  was  built  close  to  "Hjortstad."  This  greatly  improved  "HJortstad" 
both  in  convenience  and  value.  Grandfather  had  no  deed  for  this  place. 
When  he  became  of  age,  he  understood  that  this  was  a  necessity.  After 
much  trouble  and  considerable  expense  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  deed 
but  only  after  certain  mislaid  papers  had  been  found. 

The  small  farm  hardly  gave  the  family  a  decent  existence,  and  not 
enough  for  my  father's  energy,  so  on  spare  time  my  father  practiced  his 
father's  trade,  carpenter  and  builder.  Father  said  that  he  had  to  thank  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Sjogren,  for  what  he  knew.  Sjogren  had  shown  father 
how  to  make  tools  and  gave  him  other  instructions.  Father  built  for  him¬ 
self  a  wood-turning  lathe  which  at  that  time  was  considered  quite  a  curi¬ 
osity.  He  practiced  and  got  a  good  reputation  as  a  mechanic,  cabinet 
maker,  carpenter,  and  finally  mason. 

At  this  time  (my  father's  youth)  domestic  manufacturing  of  whiskey 
was  allowed.  Every  farm  had  its  own  distillery,  the  parson  as  well  as 
the  smaUest  tenant.  The  parson  had  usually  a  good  size  farm  as  part  of 
his  salary.  The  poor  had  a  still  called  a  lift-pan,  often  so  small  as  two 
gallon  capacity,  and  operated  in  the  kitchen  on  the  open  fire  hearth.  It 
was  a  copper  kettle  with  legs  on  and  a  spout  on  top  with  pipes  attached 
which  led  through  a  tub  of  water  for  cooling.  It  was  usually  the  women's 
duty  to  watch  and  attend  to  the  still.  It  might  be  thought  in  our  days  that 
it  was  an  imperfect  product  thus  made,  but  that  was  not  the  case.  The 
old-timers  testified  that  the  good  whiskey  disappeared  when  prohibition 
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iAd$  ayjsb  too  at  idpftoflt  sUWrtpim  tl  *11113  iwU  oJ  bnollc  hnfi  doJew  oi 
i/dT  .9C150  arU  Jim  cbw  lotb  tud  .dbftm  aoili  Jboboiy  locatB'imi.  nii  saw  it 
odiiMiiJov}  Cirfbv  t>ftib9<tqe>ftlti  yo:teifivir  bcop  BdJ  Je»U  holttjasj  aiodilj-blo 
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came  into  effect.  For  example:  a  farmer  had  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  the  last 
,  he  had  distilled,  he  sealed  this  barrel  and  ordered  it  not  to  be  opened  till 
his  death.  It  was  then  customary,  and  is  yet  in  some  parts  of  Sweden,  to 
give  a  feast  at  funerals.  This  man  reached  an  old  age,  died  1880;  the 
whiskey  was  found  to  be  of  unusual  good  quality.  A  firm  dealing  in  whis¬ 
key  offered  8  crowns  per  gallon,  but  it  was  not  for  sale.  At  the  funeral 
festivities  some  people  loved  to  imbibe,  and  a  demoralizing  drinking  took 
place . 

A  lift -pan,  like  the  above  described,  was  in  use  at  Hjortstad;  but 
when  father  became  old  enough,  he  built  a  distillery  which  was  enclosed. 
At  that  time  it  was  only  allowed  to  distill  liquor  during  October  and  No¬ 
vember  of  each  year.  During  these  two  months,  the  year's  supply  of 
liquor  had  to  be  produced.  The  owner  of  a  still  had  to  pay  a  tax  according 
to  the  size  of  his  still.  At  tlie  end  of  the  distilling  period  the  still  had  to 
be  brought  to  the  sheriff  for  him  to  seal.  This  seal  was  not  to  be  broken 
till  the  tax  had  been  paid  for  tlie  coming  period  of  distilling. 

Once  a  law  was  passed  prohibiting  all  small  stills,  the  smallest 
allowed  being  14  gallons,  this  size,  only  the  rich  could  afford.  The  poor 
protested  that  their  rights  had  been  taken  away.  The  common  classes 
were  discontented  and  it  was  difficult  for  the  authorities  to  control  the 
situation.  This  law  only  lasted  about  two  years,  and  again  it  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  distill  as  before  for  a  few  years.  Finally  a  prohibition  law  took 
effect  that  forever  done  away  with  domestic  distilling  of  liquor. 

There  were  many  stories  circulating  how  the  sheriff  had  been  fooled 
during  the  time  small  stills  were  prohibited. 

"Hjortstad,"  as  described  before,  laid  isolated  in  the  forest  between 
two  mountains,  and  so  was  well  situated  for  moon-shining.  The  farmers 
in  the  neighborhood  brought  their  products  there  and  the  still  was  kept 
operating  the  year  around,  instead  of  the  two  months  as  had  previously 
been  allowed . 

The  sheriff  had  heard  about  the  "Hjortstad"  still  being  in  operation 
and  ordered  all  stills  of  the  district  to  Baldersrum  for  inspection.  The 
farmers  received  him  well,  entertained  him  and  got  him  intoxicated,  he 
finally  went  to  sleep.  They  found  his  wax  and  seal  and  then  sealed  the 
"Hjortstad"  still.  When  the  faithful  servant  of  the  state  awoke,  he  found 
all  stills  properly  sealed.  As  soon  as  the  sheriff  was  gone,  tlie  still  was 
taken  back  to  "Hjortstad"  and  put  in  operation.  My  grandfather  had  the 
reputation  of  having  much  wit  and  humor  and  it  was  he  very  likely  who 
instigated  this  act.  This  is  the  only  violation  of  the  law,  I  have  heard 
about  father's  father,  and  of  course  this  was  only  considered  as  a  joke. 
Anyone  that  could  fool  the  sheriff  was  considered  above  the  average  in 
intelligence. 
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I  must  say  in  honor  of  the  Swedish  women ^  that  in  spite  of  their 
fathers  being  heavy  consumers  of  alcohol,  they  kept  sober.  It  was  their 
job  to  keep  the  still  in  operation.  One  might  think  they  would  be  tempted 
to  take  a  drink  now  and  Aen.  This  Job  needed  constant  attention  night 
and  day.  Old  women  have  told  me  how  they  stayed  for  the  two  months  in 
a  cold  and  damp  distillery  just  to  make  whiskey  for  the  men.  It  has  been 
rare  to  see  a  Swedish  woman  intoxicated;  she  is  a  hard  worker,  good 
housekeeper,  good  wife  and  mother.  She  stands  faithful  by  her  husband, 
in  need  as  well  as  in  success;  never  shirking  her  duty. 

"Syrach"  says;  "A  good  woman  can  not  with  money  be  paid."  And 
in  another  place:  "As  the  sun  when  it  ariseth  in  the  high  heaven,  so  is 
the  beauty  of  a  good  wife  in  the  ordering  of  her  house." 

My  father's  sister,  Catharina,  married  an  Anders  Nelson;  he  was  a 
tenant  under  a  large  estate,  "Kasslmirsborg . "  About  the  year  1852  ,  he 
bought  a  farm  on  the  Island  Oland  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  we  shall  meet  them 
later.  The  other  sister  Sofia,  known  to  us  children  as  Aunt  Fia ,  married 
Anders  Peter  Anderson  from  Hallingeberg  Township.  Tliey  rented  a  small 
farm  in  Gamleby  Township.  They  lived  there  many  years.  Besides  farm¬ 
ing,  he  had  another  trade,  sawing  lumber  by  hand.  The  generation  now 
growing  up,  I  expect,  do  not  know  that  planks  and  boards  were  sawed  in 
that  manner  less  than  a  century  ago.  This  sawing  was  called  "kransagn- 
ing"  and  was  done  mostly  during  the  winters. 

We  will  now  leave  my  father's  sisters  for  awhile  and  visit  with  him. 

My  father,  Carl  Johan  Anderson,  married  Gustafva  Charlotta  Djerf, 
1847.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  marine  soldier,  Jaen  Djerf  and  his  wife, 
Sara  J.  Djerf.  He  was  discharged  early  and  pensioned  on  account  of  a 
rupture  sustained  while  in  service.  J.  Djerf  knew  little  about  his  parents 
and  said  that  in  his  childhood  he  was  knocked  about  like  water  in  a 
stream.  As  part  of  his  salary  as  marine  soldier,  he  had  a  small  farm;  such 
a  farm  is  called  "torp".  It  would  perhaps  feed  two  cows,  a  few  chickens, 
three  or  four  sheep  and  a  hog,  that  is  about  all. 

This  place  was  called  "Brinktorpet , "  and  was  located  four  miles 
southwest  from  the  town  Gamleby.  J.  Djerf 's  wife,  Sara,  was  brought  up 
in  Nynaset,  two  miles  from  "Brinktorpet."  My  grandmo^er's  home  at 
Nynaset  was  torn  down  before  my  memory,  only  the  foundation  and  some 
old  apple  trees  and  gooseberry  bushes  marked  the  spot.  At  "Brinktorpet" 
Djerf  lived  for  many  years  after  marriage,  until  182  6. 

The  rupture  that  caused  J.  Djerf's  discharge  apparently  did  not 
bother  him  much  as  he  cleared  another  piece  of  land  and  built  there  a 
house  and  necessary  outbuildings.  This  was  a  "torp"  under  Ullevi  Village , 
and  about  three  miles  from  the  town  of  Gamleby.  Djerf  lived  there  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  an  ambitious  and  sober  man,  a  hard  worker 
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■UdfiJ  »a.v.'  11  .icxioe  K|»iJ  '*{8fU  joifoolfi  lo  av3ff>L'a«oo  YV«9d  z-.ftdlBi 

bBJq»ti£>t  ®d  bli/c>w  Y!>>^  jlniiiJ  irtpl/n  »t^.)  .£:oUfe"reqc  nl  iiltft  »*U  oi  del 
noiinuljfi  iti»iJ3fipo  faeb««n  dot  eiitT  bnj>  wimi  6  aj^si  oi 

m  ^fiiiiom  own  otii  b&ycsis,  worf  ara  bioi  nvfld  i;«ajow  blO  ,x&b  bnA 
tj&ixi  ei6fi  11  .o»Hj  srfl  loJ  Y«^5(ajd\iv  «l  ba»‘idoo  » 

ixiov  ^i^Tdw  bisfl  6  •*!  [ii^^iSAjKOink  n#kik)*rtt:  ilfetfloil®  8<»8v«}  difii 

idri  Yd  iwirftiei  abnt>j«  sdB  .tarilom  buc  oliw  boop  .i»qs»doaiiod 
.YWib  T©if  13V ;aa00i>ue  S6  lib^  zs 

bfiA  **.511^]  ®d  y^KOM  liliw  Io*t  neo  i?fcrt»t>w  boOQ  :a.YM  "itomYS** 
zi  on  ^iT6v6&d  ritlrt  ®iUt  nl  iHottiofi  li  n«a}w  lu/a  4#ril  eA"  i»o*Jq  loittonik  rtl 
«  ".tjtwori  i3»f  io  enliabio  aiU  eti  aaiw  bcK«?  »  lo  vJuo.'sd  aril 

■■*•■■  .  .*  jf, 

6  aaw  eri  ;iK^^laVl  a-foboA  mi  baJwww  .lirtilfedltO  »'Tiri|6l  yhA 

9ri  , aril  iiicdA  " .TnodKitfdJaaAii"  ^omaa  0  Jnririwl 

nl^^rfJ  i08:a  3v/  ,t>^  )til«a  ‘.^fU  rA  tctflC'  vJr'jib  iinwi  a 

b^tTioin  *BJl  l/'i/A  iifi  rioibUiio  at  ot  ntwo«uu  ^>*^2  loiaii:  iwJlu  3<fr  .laUi 
Uame  fc  buJraet  iiifitffajntlliW  xurii  narnri^rtA  laJaS  ttaiuiA 

eftfcrtaad  .  eiaaY  tw/Jl  ri*  cmal 

won  noU6'W<«P  ^>ri7  .hmid^tf  lodiaol  *ab6dl  iadJOiiA  h*ri  art 

m  bwwii^;  01#%/  ^ibqfiCiU  bA&  ^«u*^  Iririt  »»rr>r  jJ  Jbrf  bb  ,WdqX«  l  ,qu  pnlvtofj? 
-nOJtt4nrii;<"  bellea  zbw  c^rriw«>a  ei(tS  «f*p6  VTbJrtao  b  onuis  «a»l  lanoeca  mat 

•  aiairitV)*  »5rfJ  e/tilwb  yileoin  »/wt>  sew  but^  "©ni 

.mlri  dilw  wiriv  bn«  iliriwa  «>\  aiaiRle  E'loilia)  'b'l  won  lUw  tV/ 

A 

.  j'hciiG  blloiifirtO  fivlaKujD  bsmam  ^noctobn.^  n:<*pl  liP^)  ,iorUBl 
^oilw  mil  fane  H‘>tCl  .laAWoe  ©niib/n  «  lo  iriiJ  «flvr  itrili  .'■>81 

p  lo  Jnaoooe.  oc  benolanaq  fariA  vliao  be^iarfoalfa  2ij*w  .hota  .{  axaS 
ain-yiAq  alii  iMode  ^ilju  woici  .1  .adlvioB  ni  dilriw  b^nio-teuz  aiuJqjn 
t  nl  K&ihw  ailil  Jwode  ba^ooajl  aov/  ari  boculfaUiio  airi  rti  lerfl  Utaa  b«8 
ikuiQ  ;rai6i  WdflMJ  C  bed  ad  iiBtfaioa  ontiaw  z&  yufiftC  aid  K)  nnq  aA  .maatli 
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aril  loi  oioifa  bovU  imta  .  YUoZmaD  lo  «woJ  »rit  mmi  aadiiTt  tifnrii  luodri  bna 
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and  very  economical,  and  reached  an  independent  state.  This  new  home 
was  called  "Groningsbo , "  which  means  "green  dwelling."  Besides  work¬ 
ing  his  little  farm,  or  "torp,"  he  worked  as  a  stone  mason. 

This  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  daughters,  Johanna,  Married 
to  Jaen  Peter  Nelson,  a  farmer  in  Lapserum,  Lofta  Township.  One  daugh¬ 
ter  died  young,  and  Gustafva  Charlotta,  my  mother,  bom  1820.  Mother's 
father,  as  I  hereafter  will  call  Jaen  Djerf,  improved  this  place  to  one  of 
the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  He  cleared  the  rocky  land,  planted  an 
orchard  and  made  "Groningsbo"  a  beauty  spot  in  the  wilderness.  It  was 
located  away  from  main  roads  in  the  mountains  covered  with  forest. 

He  was  usher  in  the  church  " Kyrkovacktare"  for  many  years.  He 
was  discharged  from  the  navy  about  182  6,  and  shortly  after  that  built  his 
new  home  "Groningsbo."  When  discharged  he  had  to  give  up  " Brinktorpet" 
because  it  was  part  of  his  salary.  My  father  told  when  his  father-in-law 
came  home  discharged  from  the  navy,  he  sat  around,  quiet  and  absent- 
minded.  Mother's  mother  asked  wl^t  was  the  matter,  he  answered:  we 
are  without  a  home.  Such  were  the  circumstances  with  the  family  that  my 
father  married  into.  It  is  all  I  know  about  our  ancestors  on  my  motlier's 
side . 

One  Sunday  shortly  before  Christmas  1847,  it  was  announced  in 
Gamleby  church. . .  .  "A  Christian  matrimonial  union  is  hereby  announced 
between  Carl  Johan  Anderson,  builder  and  contractor,  and  Gustafva 
Charlotta  Djerf,  domestic  servant,  both  of  this  township.  Wishing  them 
in  this  important  union,  success  and  happiness  and  the  blessings  of  God, 
that  commanded  marriage."  This  form  has  for  centuries  been  used  by  the 
Swedish  State  Church. 

A  marriage  had  to  be  announced  three  successive  Sundays.  It  was 
customary  that  the  candidates  would  not  go  to  church  the  first  two  Sundays 
of  the  announcement,  but  the  third  and  last  they  should  go  so  as  to  hear 
that  their  Intended  marriage  had  been  properly  announced.  The  eve  of  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  announcement  was  celebrated  by  a  feast  called  "kryck- 
gange"  (crutch -party) .  I  was  told  that  my  father  had  a  big  crutch -party 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  These  parties  or  feasts  were  all  about  the  same. 
Both  young  and  old  friends  of  the  groom's  neighborhood  gathered,  went  to 
the  woods  and  cut  two  trees  (birches).  The  branches  were  left  on  the  trees 
and  the  trees  should  be  as  large  as  could  possibly  be  handled  and  dragged 
to  the  groom's  house .  The  size  of  the  trees  were  to  signify  how  much  was 
thought  of  the  matrimonial  candidates .  So  the  larger  the  trees ,  the  more 
honorable.  One  tree  should  be  straight  to  represent  a  cane,  the  other 
should  have  a  crotch  to  represent  a  crutch.  There  were  no  invitations  to 
these  crutch -parties .  It  was  the  custom,  and  the  groom  was  prepared  for 
it.  When  the  procession  came  near  the  house,  the  candidates  went  out  to 
meet  them  to  wish  them  welcome  and  receive  congratulations.  Ihe  trees 
were  left  in  the  yard  and  the  whole  party,  with  a  musician  in  the  lead 
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started  for  the  house.  In  the  house  everyone  should  shake  hands  with  the 
couple,  wish  them  success,  happiness  and  so  on.  Refreshments  were 
served,  a  lunch  with  plenty  of  home  made  whiskey  and  beer.  Coffee  was 
coming  into  use  about  this  time. 

After  refreshments  the  dance  started  and  lasted  till  daybreak. 

If  the  crowd  was  not  well  received,  invited  into  the  house,  served 
refreshments,  or  allowed  to  dance,  the  trees  were  dragged  with  the  large 
end  into  the  house  through  a  door  or  window,  and  other  mischief  was  done. 
If  then  no  refreshments  were  served,  the  folks  of  the  house  had  to  clean 
the  house  the  best  way  they  could,  which  was  not  an  easy  task  when  it 
involved  taking  out  the  big  trees.  If  the  couple  were  too  poor  to  go  to  any 
expense  such  as  serve  lunch,  they  were  then  excused  and  it  was  enough 
if  the  group  was  well  received.  If  the  candidate  was  a  person  not  well 
liked,  or  if  the  union  was  against  public  opinion,  then  it  happened  that 
instead  of  trees  (cane  and  crutch),  a  lot  of  old  stumps  and  other  trash  was 
dragged  to  the  house  and  stacked  up  against  the  doors. 

The  larger  the  crowd  of  people  and  the  grander  the  trees ,  the  more 
honor  for  the  couple.  It  was  a  rule  whereby  the  couple's  standing  in  the 
community  was  measured.  These  ceremonies  always  occurred  at  the 
groom  s  home.  This  custom  had  its  meaning.  When  the  intended  marriage 
was  announced  the  first  time,  it  was  said  that  the  candidate  had  fallen  off 
the  pulpit.  He  was  supposed  to  have  been  hurt  in  the  fall.  To  get  him  on 
his  feet  his  friends  gathered  to  give  him  a  cane  and  a  crutch. 

Stop  and  think  and  you  will  see  that  there  is  something  in  this. 

When  these  customs  started,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was  continued 
in  this  locality  to  about  1860,  It  was  then  started  to  give  the  couple 
presents,  called  announcement  presents.  The  custom  had  its  dark  sides, 
the  drinking  to  excess.  Intoxicants  were  thought  necessary  at  these 
occasions  and  everybody  should  carry  a  gun  and  shoot.  It  could  not  be 
an  announcement  feast  or  a  wedding  without  shooting.  If  no  shooting 
occurred,  the  couple  was  not  recognized,  and  the  union  considered  a 
failure . 

We  can  imagine  what  these  feats  were  like  when  perhaps  a  couple 
hundred  men  became  intoxicated,  making  all  possible  noise  and  shooting 
right  and  left,  even  in  the  house.  The  shivaree  guns  were  mostly  home 
made  muzzle  loaders .  I  remember  my  father  had  one ,  made  from  an  old 
sawed  off  shotgun,  with  about  a  one  inch  bore.  I  fired  it  a  few  times, 
but  was  almost  afraid  of  it,  it  made  a  noise  like  a  cannon. 

To  prepare  a  wedding  in  those  days  was  not  a  small  task.  How 
small  the  means  were  or  how  close  economy  was  practiced  in  everyday 
life  did  not  make  much  difference.  At  a  wedding  there  had  to  be  extrava¬ 
gance  that  knew  of  no  limit.  a 
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Carl  Johan  Anderson,  my  father,  was  married  December  26,  184  7. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  in  Gamleby  Church.  On  the  way  home  to 
"Groningsbo,"  my  mother's  home,  the  procession  was  greeted  all  along 
the  road  by  shooting.  Arriving  home  the  big  wedding  dinner  was  served. 

I  have  been  told  by  men  present  at  my  father's  wedding  that  this  feast 
was  not  below  the  standard.  A  lot  of  people  had  gathered  around  the 
house  yelling  and  shooting.  The  first  thought  of  rest  and  sleep  was  after 
midnight  and  it  was  certainly  needed  after  continual  eating  and  drinking 
for  twelve  hours.  It  was  customary  to  make  a  bed  on  the  floor  big 
enough  to  hold  all  guests.  Such  was  called  a  bed  for  "brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters."  No  attentio  was  paid  to  the  sex  and  nobody  thought  it  indecent, 
as  it  was  the  prevailing  custom  at  such  gatherings.  Personally  I  believe 
that  morals  were  at  a  higher  standard  at  that  time  than  in  our  days. 

Even  the  groom  and  the  bride  slept  in  this  bed  for  "brothers  and 
sisters,"  but  mark,  this  was  among  the  common  people.  I  expect  that 
the  "upper  classes"  had  different  customs. 

Everyone  stayed  in  bed  till  late  the  following  morning,  and  I  expect 
most  of  the  men  had  the  feeling  of  the  "day  after."  Now  stimulants  were 
needed  and  they  were  started  with  coffee  mixed  with  whiskey  (gok).  After 
breakfast  and  dinner  and  more  stimulants ,  the  men  went  to  the  woods  to 
cut  and  bring  home  the  "gruel  tree"  (grottradet) .  It  should  be  a  spruce 
and  as  big  as  could  be  handled,  with  the  branches  cut  off  about  six  inches 
from  the  trunk  to  make  it  easy  to  climb.  On  the  way  home  the  groom 
should  ride  straddle  on  the  big  end,  a  musician  led  the  party.  A  gruel 
tree  (grottrad)  is  a  stick  to  stir  gruel  while  cooking.  Arriving  home,  they 
were  met  by  the  cook  with  a  large  spoon  that  all  should  taste.  Whereafter 
the  gruel  tree  was  raised. 

An  old  carpenter  that  worked  for  my  father  told  me  that  he  was 
appointed  to  superintend  this  job.  He  also  told  that  one  of  the  musicians , 
Jon  Hjort,  a  known  jester,  had  taken  the  best  axe  and  had  struck  with  its 
edge  at  every  rock  and  stone  that  he  saw,  and  by  the  time  a  spruce  had 
been  chosen  to  be  cut,  he  had  not  much  more  than  the  handle  left. 

The  gruel  tree  was  raised,  the  groom  should  climb  it  and  break  off 
its  top  and  take  a  drink  of  whiskey,  then  throw  down  the  bottle,  if  the 
bottle  broke,  it  was  a  sign  of  success  in  his  marriage. 

My  father  performed  these  ceremonies  faithfully,  but  the  bottle  did 
not  break,  it  landed  on  the  head  of  the  musician,  Jon  Hjorts,  with  con¬ 
siderable  damage  to  the  head.  A  big  confusion  resulted  as  every  man  was 
more  or  less  intoxicated. 

On  the  third  day  the  party  broke  up  and  groom  and  bride  were  left  to 
start  on  their  matrimonial  life.  My  father  rented  "Hjortstad"  from  his 
parents  and  there  moved  the  newlyweds . 
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I  have  described  these  old  customs  because  I  think  it  will  interest 
coming  generations  how  their  fathers  lived  and  it  ought  to  get  more  valu¬ 
able  as  the  years  pass  by  and  our  ways  of  living  change. 

It  may  seem  to  some  of  you  that  part  of  what  I  have  written  is  not 
worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.  But  let  us  consider  that  great  men  have 
spent  much  time,  even  devoted  their  lives,  just  to  study  how  their  an¬ 
cestors  lived  and  died,  so  it  might  be  preserved  for  coming  generations. 

This  history  ought  to  have  value  to  us  and  be  worthy  of  preserva¬ 
tion  as  it  concerns  our  own  family  tree. 

1  and  even  speech  of  Sweden  have  changed  much  during 

the  last  50  years.  Things  that  could  then  be  done  or  said,  would  now 


The  surface  was  not  polished  as  it  is  now,  but  the  heart  was  good. 
As  Detore  mentioned,  our  fathers  consumed  much  alcohol,  but  it  was 
seldom  that  any  fight  or  disturbances  were  present  at  their  feasts  or 
parties.  At  auctions  and  market  places,  there  was  usually  some  fighting. 
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MY  CHILDHOOD 


The  year  following  my  parents'  marriage,  I  was  bom  in  "HJortstad," 
August  26,  1848. 

It  was  here  my  cradle  stood, 

it  was  here  my  eyes  met  the  light  of  day. 

It  was  here  I  ran  and  Jumped  in  childhood  glee, 
here  stood  my  father's  house. 

It  was  here  I  saw  the  sun  shine  brightly, 
as  it  sprayed  a  quilt  of  gold  upon  the  trees. 

In  fall  the  frosty  nights  brought  color  to  the  foliage 
in  hues  of  dormant  blues  and  brocades  in  rosy  tints . 

It  was  lovely  in  the  springtime 
when  nature  sang  her  sweet  refrain 
that  wakened  those  early  tender  thoughts 
which  fill  the  breast  with  love  and  devotion. 

Here  I  heard  the  babbling  waters  in  the  brook  and 
the  roaring  of  the  waterfall  in  its  downward  leap. 

Yes,  memories  of  our  old  homestead  enchant  me 
throughout  each  day  I  live. 

I  have  been  told  that  as  a  baby  I  was  cross  and  unruly.  Superstition 
was  then  great  and  many  things  were  tried  to  make  a  good  child  out  of  me. 
For  instance,  I  was  taken  seven  miles  to  look  at  a  dead  person;  I  do  not 
know  if  it  helped,  but  I  know  that  ever  after  I  have  avoided  looking  at  ' 
corpse . 

When  I  was  two  years  and  four  months,  I  was  taken  to  "Groningsbo" 
to  mother's  mother  for  weaning,  this  was  about  Christmas.  Grandmother 
had  prepared  a  whitewash  for  decoration  for  the  coming  yuletide  which 
meant  so  much  at  that  time.  Perhaps  I  thought  the  work  proceeded  too 
slow,  so  when  grandmother  was  not  looking,  I  took  the  whitewash  and 
painted  furniture  and  everything  that  came  in  my  way.  My  talent  for 
decorating  was  undeveloped,  and  in  fact  has  never  improved.  My  work 
was  a  failure  and  I  was  sent  home  to  mother.  This  was  my  first  mischief 
of  any  Importance  that  1  know  of. 

The  first  memory  I  have  of  myself,  is  that  I  got  frightened  from  a 
calf  that  was  grazing  in  the  yard.  As  I  ran  through  the  grass  barefooted, 

I  happened  to  step  on  an  old  ox-shoe  and  the  rusty  nails  went  in  my  foot. 

I  had  to  stay  in  bed  and  mother  cooked  a  plaster  and  put  it  on  the  wounds. 

In  the  summer  of  18  51  my  oldest  sister  was  bom,  Johanna  Mathilda. 
My  father  now  worked  as  a  builder  and  superintended  several  important 
buildings . 
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In  1853  we  moved  from  "Hjortstad,"  I  don't  know  why,  and  then 
rented  a  larger  farm,  "Hybel,"  in  Odensvi  Township. 

Aunt  Sofia  (Fia)  and  her  husband,  A.  P.  Anderson,  now  took  over 
"Hjortstad,"  together  with  their  place,  " Klartorpet . " 

My  father  continued  building  and  farming.  About  this  time  he  also 
started  to  practice  the  mason's  trade.  Also  about  this  time  my  father  had 
some  kind  of  a  disease  that  nearly  took  his  life,  but  he  recovered. 

I  had  an  accident  that  also  nearly  ended  my  existence.  I  had  got 
hold  of  a  bottle,  likely  wood  alcohol,  which  my  father  used  in  preparation 
of  furniture  polish  as  father  made  furniture  in  his  spare  time.  This  fluid 
I  drank,  and  was  found  unconscious  on  the  floor. 

Here  at  "Hybel,"  my  brother,  Carl  August,  was  bom  March  4,  1854. 

I  remember  my  father  distilling  whiskey  here,  but  I  believe  it  was  the 
last  year  it  was  allowed. 

During  our  second  year  in  "Hybel,"  mother's  mother  died  and  I 
remember  that  we  drove  to  the  funeral.  My  parents  now  gave  up  "Hybel" 
and  moved  to  "Groningsbo"  as  grandfather  was  alone  after  grandmother's 
death.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  1855.  We  lived  together  with  mother's 
father,  Jaen  DJerf.  We  children  thought  he  was  a  cross  old  man,  but  we 
had  great  respect  for  him.  He  never  said  a  cross  word  to  us,  and  if  we 
did  him  a  favor,  he  always  gave  us  a  small  coin.  I  used  to  warm  water 
for  him  when  he  shaved. 

During  my  childhood,  part  of  the  time  I  stayed  with  father's  parents 
in  "Hjortstad,"  they  lived  upstairs  till  their  death.  I  thrived  there  so 
well  and  the  old  folks  were  so  good  natured  that  I  liked  it  better  there 
than  at  home,  as  I  thought  mother's  father  looked  so  cross. 

There  I  learned  to  read  and  write.  Grandfather  had  a  Bible  2  00  years 
old  with  pictures  in,  this  interested  me  much.  I  remember  running  errands 
for  grandmother  and  carrying  in  water  and  wood. 

My  father  now  mostly  worked  at  the  mason  trade.  He  was  at  this 
time  very  sickly  and  weak,  he  was  ailing  periodically  with  an  ague  chill 
for  several  years.  The  ague  seemed  to  be  epidemic  for  some  years.  After 
we  had  lived  in  "Groningsbo"  a  couple  of  years,  mother's  father  died 
(Jaen  DJerf),  My  mother  and  her  sister,  Johanna,  each  inherited  1,500 
crowns  ($400),  a  considerable  sum  at  that  time.  Jaen  DJerf  knew  little 
about  his  parents.  I  am  suspicious  that  he  was  not  a  pure  Swede.  The 
features  of  his  face  and  his  black  hair  was  not  that  of  a  Swede,  he  looked 
more  like  a  Polack.  I  remember  his  face  well  as  if  he  stood  before  me. 
During  the  many  wars,  prisoners  were  taken  and  many  of  them  stayed  in 
Sweden.  Also  there  were  skilled  workmen  imported  from  the  southern 
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countries,  this  might  account  for  J.  Djerf's  southern  looks. 

My  mother  had  Inherited  the  black  hair,  also  my  sister  Mathilda  and 
brother  August.  I  and  my  youngest  sister,  Clara,  had  red  hair,  inherited 
from  father's  mother. 

Mother's  father  was  a  particular  man ,  everything  had  to  be  shipshape , 
every  tool  had  its  certain  place,  provisions  always  had  to  be  in  large 
quantities  stored  for  the  household.  For  instance,  wood  for  fuel  was  cut 
up  and  stored  in  a  shed  since  he  first  cleared  "Groningsbo , "  30  years 
before  his  death.  He  had  an  old  chiffonier,  the  different  drawers  con¬ 
tained  sugar,  coffee,  cork,  pieces  of  cord,  knives,  wooden  spoons, 
nails,  buttons,  and  in  the  center  was  a  place  full  of  whiskey  bottles.  In 
the  comer  by  the  door  stood  a  cupboard,  it  contained  among  other  things 
about  three  dozen  walking  sticks;  his  nature  was  a  little  eccentric.  Once 
he  built  a  foundation  to  a  big  bam  on  an  estate,  the  Inspector  thought  the 
work  proceeded  too  slow.  J.  Djerf  then  started  to  set  a  large  stone,  he 
worked  with  this  stone  all  day  and  still  it  was  not  in  its  place  when 
evening  came.  After  that  he  was  left  alone  with  his  work. 

Jaen  Djerf  was  known  in  the  community  as  a  man  of  order  and  honor. 
He  reserved  a  place  for  his  grave  beside  that  of  his  wife.  Mother  took 
care  of  their  graves  as  long  as  she  lived.  Blessed  be  their  memoirs. 

In  "Groningsbo"  my  sister,  Clara  Sofia,  was  bom  July  7,  1857,  and 
two  years  later  a  brother,  Carl  Victor. 

We  lived  in  "Groningsbo"  five  years.  There  I  spent  the  happiest 
days  of  my  childhood,  the  age  when  there  are  no  cares  and  the  child  is 
innocent.  I  think  it  was  an  ideal  place  for  a  child  to  grow  up,  in  the 
forest  with  singing  birds,  and  mountains  with  little  brooks  of  sparkling 
water. 


The  years  went  by  like  a  pleasant  dream,  I  had  not  experienced  the 
fight  for  existence  or  tasted  life's  bitterness. 

My  mother  kept  me  busy  with  useful  things .  I  had  to  care  for  my 
brothers  and  sisters,  mend  our  clothes,  knit  stockings,  do  chores  and 
so  on.  By  this  time  we  had  some  cousins,  both  in  Aunt  Fia's  and  Aunt 
Johanna's  family;  these  I  will  later  mention. 

At  festivals  and  other  occasions  we  got  together  with  our  cousins, 
romped  and  played  out  over  the  hills  and  mountains.  Many  and  beautiful 
are  the  memories  I  have  of  those  days;  they  never  will  be  forgotten. 

At  mother's  father's  death  (Jaen  Djerf),  the  old  contract  on  the  land 
to  "Groningsbo"  became  void.  The  rent  was  then  raised  so  high  that  my 
father  thought  it  not  a  paying  proposition,  so  he  prepared  to  move.  But 
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buildings  belonged  to  my  parents  and  to  Aunt  Johanna.  My  father  first 
bought  his  sister-in-law's  half  and  later  sold  all  to  the  landowner. 


We  were  ready  to  move  in  the  Spring,  1860.  I  remember  how  my 
mother,  under  a  stream  of  tears,  left  the  dear  old  home.  I  did  not  then 
understand  her  sorrow.  In  this  plain  and  simple  home  she  had  been  brought 
uP/  petted  and  loved  by  a  dear  mother.  Here  she  herself  learned  to  love 
here  she  had  become  a  wife  and  mother.  No  wonder  it  was  dear  to  her.  ' 


Now  a  few  words  about  the  change  from  the  old  to  the  new  customs 
and  our  forefathers'  habits  and  their  ways  of  living.  As  everyone  knows 
the  century  soon  ending  has  shown  a  larger  development  in  art,  science 
and  inventions ,  than  any  previous  century,  and  consequently  customs  and 
changed.  These  changes  were  so  great  that  if  a  man  who 
lived  fifty  years  ago  could  come  to  life,  he  would  not  believe  it  to  be  the 
same  Earth  he  lived  on.  The  now  growing  generation  can  hardly  grasp  the 
situation  as  it  was,  even  if  they  do  read  and  study  the  same.  As  I  lived 
during  a  part  of  this  period,  I  will  try  to  describe  some  of  what  I  have 
seen  and  experienced. 


asked  little  of  life.  Their  dwellings  were  low  with 
small  windows,  no  paper  on  the  walls,  walls  and  ceilings  were  white¬ 
washed  once  or  twice  a  year.  The  furniture  was  made  at  home  and  was 
very  plain.  They  slept  on  straw,  under  a  rag  carpet.  In  those  days  lamps 
were  unknoT^,at  festivals  and  important  events  the  tallow  candle  was 
used,  but  these  had  to  be  used  sparingly.  It  was  a  popular  saying  that 
one  who  burnt  two  candles  must  own  a  ship  at  sea. 


During  the  long  winter  evenings  a  fire  was  kept  on  the  open  fire 
hearth.  Around  this  fire  the  family  sat  with  their  work.  The  men  made 
^ols  or  other  useful  articles ,  the  women  worked  with  the  spinning  wheels . 
The  plainest  of  food  was  eaten  on  wooden  plates  or  bowls  with  wooden 
spoons.  Later  came  the  crockery  dishes.  These  were  considered  very 
fine,  often  the  whole  family  would  eat  from  one  bowl.  Undoubtedly  this 
gre^  economy  was  a  necessity  with  many.  But  even  those  who  had  plenty 
practiced  this  economy  in  the  same  manner,  often  to  extremes.  Even  with 

luxuries  in  many  of  the  homes 

Wealth  was  not  deposited  in  banks,  stocks,  bonds  or  mortgages. 


A  family's  financial  standing  was  judged  by  the* storage  of  bed 
clothes  silverware,  copper,  tin  and  similar  things.  If  the  family  could 
brag  of  having  money  put  away  in  the  bottom  of  the  family  oak  chest,  then 
their  riches  were  complete. 


The  upper  story  or  attic  of  a  well-to-do  home  looked  like  a  storage 

feather  mattresses  never  used,  were  eaten  by  the  moths, 
while  the  owiier  slept  on  straw  under  a  rag  carpet.  A  pyramid  of  copper 
kettles  that  fit  one  into  another,  hiahly  polished,  stood  in  one  corner 
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Many  large  drinking  vessels  and  cheese  cake  platters  (ostkakefat)  and 
many  similar  things  filled  the  shelves.  Around  the  walls  stood  oakchests 
lined  with  iron,  filled  with  linen. 

The  head  of  the  household  had  a  smaller  chest  for  his  money  and 
legal  papers.  There  also  had  to  be  a  chest  for  the  family  supply  of  tallow 
candles  which  weighed  at  least  fifty  pounds.  There  was  a  considerable 
supply  of  leather,  wool,  flax,  tallow,  wax  and  many  other  supplies  of 
this  life's  necessities.  This  storeroom  was  the  pride  of  tiie  housewife, 
her  efficiency  and  ability  was  judged  by  the  amount  in  her  storeroom. 

If  girls  were  growing  up  in  the  family,  it  was  the  custom  to  start 
many  years  in  advance  to  accumulate  the  things  above  mentioned  for  their 
coming  marriage.  Another  room  would  be  filled  with  clothing  of  all  colors, 
the  cloth  being  spun  and  woven  by  the  women.  Shoes  and  boots  stood  in 
neat  rows  along  the  walls  according  to  their  sizes. 

Let  us  imagine  that  we  are  with  the  mistress  of  the  house  and  she 
has  just  shown  us  her  wealth  in  the  attic,  and  that  we  now  have  gone 
down  the  dark  and  narrow  stairway  and  have  succeeded  in  feeling  our  way 
without  mishaps.  We  are  taken  to  the  kitchen,  a  small  and  dark  room. 
After  a  few  minutes  our  eyes  get  accustomed  to  the  darkness  and  we  dis¬ 
cover  shelves  along  the  walls  full  of  shining  copper  and  tin  kettles,  bowls 
and  plates  of  all  sizes  and  shapes,  placed  comer-wise  one  after  another, 
so  as  to  show  their  fineness  and  give  a  favorable  impression. 

We  now  go  to  the  living  room.  By  the  fireplace  we  see  a  cupboard, 
often  called  the  silver  cupboard,  as  the  family  supply  of  silverware  has 
its  place  there.  It  is  not  put  away  in  drawers  or  on  shelves,  certainly 
not,  the  different  articles  are  hung  up  in  notches,  just  so  far  apart,  to 
give  the  best  possible  display.  If  a  stranger  comes  in,  the  cupboard  door 
is  left  partly  open  so  the  riches  might  be  seen. 

We  now  go  to  the  granary.  Here  we  find  smoked  hams,  meats  and 
sausages  of  all  descriptions  hanging  from  the  ceding.  In  a  grain  bin  are 
preserved  all  the  old  cheeses  covered  over  with  grain.  Over  in  the  comer 
are  a  few  kegs  containing  the  household  whiskey. 

Let  us  imagine  that  it  is  getting  late  in  the  afternoon  and  a  couple 
of  visitors  appear.  Now  our  hostess  gets  busy.  With  her  apron  she  wipes 
the  dust  off  from  the  sofa  and  asks  the  visitors  to  be  seated,  then  she 
gets  busy  in  preparing  a  lunch.  She  runs  to  the  granary  with  a  big  knife 
and  slices  generously  on  the  hams,  sausages  and  cheeses.  No  small 
pieces  are  cut.  The  bread  is  cut  in  two  inch  thick  slices,  so  as  to  show 
her  generosity.  A  lunch  table  has  been  set  in  haste  that  would  make  a 
dozen  hungry  coal  miners  gaze  with  awe.  The  hostess  stands  by  her 
guests  urging  them  to  eat,  so  they  may  not  starve  to  death  before  supper 
time.  It  was  not  the  custom  to  entertain  the  visitors,  so  they  were  left 
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to  amuse  themselves;  the  hostess  only  tended  to  the  eatables. 

For  the  evening  meal,  the  mistress'  ability  as  a  cook  was  set  to  a 
severe  test,  and  many  dainty  dishes  had  to  be  prepared.  A  white  linen 
cloth  adorned  the  table.  The  large  candle  stick  of  tin  or  bronze  was 
brought  out  of  the  cupboard,  two  candles  were  brought  from  the  candle 
chest,  now  the  table  was  set.  The  husband  or  head  of  the  family  was 
the  only  one  who  had  the  honor  to  eat  with  the  visitors.  The  mistress 
stood  close  by  waiting  on  and  urging  the  visitors  to  eat,  also  making 
apologies  for  her  inability  as  a  cook  and  for  the  simple  meal  she  had 
prepared . 

My  father  told:  that  when  as  a  young  man  he  frequently  called  on 
a  certain  young  lady,  her  mother  wanted  to  show  her  prospective  son-in- 
law  her  generosity  by  urging  father  to  eat.  If  he  refused,  she  would  make 
expressions  like:  "Darn  you,  Johan,  if  you  don't  eat,  the  devil  take  me 
if  I  envy  you  the  food . " 

The  guests  should  be  modest  and  not  eat  without  being  urged.  It 
was  considered  bad  form  to  be  in  haste  to  accept  food  the  first  time*  it 
was  passed,  but  one  should  wait  until  asked  several  times.  A  talented 
hostess  was  expected  to  be  able  to  make  her  guests  eat  against  their 
wishes . 

At  bedtime,  two  or  three  feather  mattresses  with  pillows  and  quilts 
were  carried  down  from  the  attic  to  the  living  room.  Again  apologies  were 
asked  for  the  poor  accommodations.  If  the  bedclothes  were  moldy  or 
reeked  of  foul  odor,  that  made  no  difference.  It  was  not  good  form  to  put 
the  guests  in  a  separate  room.  Thus  there  were  two  extremes,  extrava¬ 
gance  and  super-economy. 

At  least  once  a  year,  usually  about  yuletlde,  a  big  feast  was  held, 
also  at  baby  christenings,  funerals,  weddings,  or  other  family  happen¬ 
ings.  I  will  later  on  describe  the  eating  and  drinking  at  these  feasts. 

I  have  now  described  how  a  well-to-do  household  looked  in  our 
forefathers'  time.  The  same  customs  existed  In  my  time  in  certain  locali¬ 
ties ,  my  mother's  parents'  home  was  a  good  example.  Consider  their 
financial  standing,  as  a  tenant  of  a  small  farm  (torp) .  My  mother  had 
inherited  this  habit  to  economize,  but  my  father  had  as  a  builder  been 
around  both  in  the  cities  and  country,  and  had  learned  new  methods.  He 
did  not  believe  In  sleeping  on  straw  and  having  feather  mattresses  in  the 
attic,  or  eating  potatoes  with  salt  and  water  for  gravy,  or  to  let  the  worms 
eat  the  hams  and  cheeses,  or  to  wear  the  clothes  till  there  was  nothing 
left  but  rags  and  leave  the  good  homewoven  clothes  hanging  in  the  attic 
to  be  eaten  up  by  moths,  or  to  carry  the  "church  boots"  in  one's  hands 
and  walk  barefoot  to  church  and  put  them  on  at  the  church  gate. 
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Ths  changs  startGd  first  in  the  cities  and  gradually  worked  its  way 
into  the  country.  But  rigid  economy  was  practiced,  for  example,  as  a 
boy  I  had  to  split  wood  into  fine  sticks,  make  the  ends  pointed, 'and  then 
dip  the  ends  in  sulphur.  These  sticks  could  be  lighted  on  the  glowing 
coals  in  the  ashes  and  thus  save  matches .  If  my  mother  could  see  how 
matches  are  wasted  at  the  present  time,  it  would  surprise  her. 

Coffee  was  coming  into  use  about  this  time,  but  was  considered 
a  luxury.  We  had  it  in  my  father's  house  every  Sunday  morning,  and  yet 
we  were  a  little  further  advanced  than  people  of  our  class.  I  remember 
mother  would  send  me  to  town,  Gamleby,  to  Buy  coffee  and  sugar  for  12 
ore  (about  four  cents),  it  would  last  for  months. 

The  country  folks  income  was  small,  but  their  needs  and  expenses 
were  also  small,  that  which  had  to  be  bought  was  very  little.  All  had 
sheep,  so  they  raised  their  own  wool  for  clothing.  Every  farmer  grew  his 
own  flax,  cotton  was  little  known.  The  women  spun  and  wove  the  cloth 
both  for  bedding  and  clothing.  The  buttons  were  made  out  of  wood  and 
covered  with  cloth,  even  the  thread  was'  made  at  home.  A  tailor  or  shoe¬ 
maker's  wages  were  50  ore  (about  14  cents)  per  day  with  meals.  The 
tailor  or  shoemaker  went  from  house  to  house  and  made  shoes  or  clothing 
for  the  families.  The  animals  were  slaughtered  at  home  and  the  hides 
sent  to  the  tannery  to  be  made  ready  for  the  shoemaker. 

Farm  help  or  servants  were  mostly  paid  with  clothing.  A  servant 
was  considered  a  member  of  the  family  and  the  master  was  responsible 
for  him  the  same  as  any  other  member  of  the  family,  both  morally  and 
spiritually.  Servants  were  hired  by  the  year. 

The  Swedes  are  known  for  their  hospitality  and  generosity,  no  one 
should  leave  the  house  hungry. 


It  has  forages  been  the  Swedes'  reputation,  to  be  honest,  steadfast 
and  his  word  was  dependable  at  all  times. 

A  poet  writes  about  the  character  of  the  Swedish  farmer: 

Perhaps  a  flowery  speech,  he  could  not  make, 
but  his  handshake  was  more  valid  than  a  written  oath. 

He  deemed  a  grudge  as  ridiculous  folly, 

he  bore  a  sword  but  from  his  tongue  there  came  no  venom. 

He  did  not  understand  the  written  word  of  a  debt  to  pay, 
but  the  gentle  throbs  within  the  bosom  he  did  not  mistake. 

For  no  one  bore  he  hate,  you  were  his  comrade  unto  the  grave, 
with  his  friends  he  shared  his  life,  his  fortunes  and  his  fate." 

The  old  clung  to  these  old  customs,  and  thought  new  invention  and 
improvement  as  foolishness,  to  give  up  father's  methods  was  thought  as 
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were  first  coming  Into  use  In  the  country  about  the  year 
lo40,  they  were  sold  by  peddlers  who  carried  a  load  on  their  backs.  The 
price  was  8  ore  (2-1/2  cents)  for  a  box  about  the  size  of  the  now  common 
salety  match  box.  The  people  thought  that  these  matches  were  the  devil's 
invention  to  burn  up  homes  with,  and  many  refused  to  have  them  in  their 
homes .  Some  even  locked  their  doors  if  they  saw  a  peddler  coming  and 
thought  he  had  matches. 

A  fact  is,  that  matches  were  then  more  dangerous  than  now,  as  it 
was  a  new  industry,  and  have  since  been  greatly  improved  with  safety. 
The  matches  had  to  be  handled  with  great  care,  if  they  received  a  jar  or 
fu  would  Ignite.  Once  I  remember  my  mother  making  a  fire  with 

the  old  fire  tools,  flint  and  steel.  She  had  a  fire  started  in  a  very  short 
time. 


We  also  heard  about  ships  that  were  driven  by  fire.  Later  someone 
had  seen  a  steamer  and  came  home  to  tell  us  about  it,  we  all  thought  it  a 
m^acle.  We  also  heard  about  railway  trains  going  with  lightning  speed. 
When  the  telegraph  came  into  use  it  was  a  mystery  to  the  people  Once 
when  going  to  church  with  my  parents  there  had  been  poles  put  up  along 
the  road  and  we  were  told  that  a  pipe  was  to  be  put  on  top  to  talk  through, 
When  a  wire  had  been  finally  strung  on  the  poles,  we  were  told  that  if 
parcels  with  addresses  on  were  hung  on  the  wire,  they  would  go  to  their 
destinations  .  I  heard  of  a  man  who  wished  to  send  his  son  a  pair  of  new 
boots,  he  climbed  a  pole  and  hung  the  boots  on  the  wire.  Next  day  they 
were  gone  and  a  pair  of  old  ones  were  in  their  place.  He  thought  his  son 
nad  received  the  boots  and  sent  home  his  old  pair  for  repairs. 

Newspapers  were  only  read  by  the  upper  classes,  the  common  man 
regarded  them  as  lies  to  fool  their  money  from  them,  but  gradually  they 
gained  entrance  into  the  homes. 


Lducated  people  were  bringing  mcuiuub  .... 

they  were  slowly  accepted.  In  gamleby  community  at  the  present  time 
agriculture  is  second  to  none. 


When  compulsatory  schools  were  established,  parents  were  unwill - 
mg  to  send  ^eir  children  as  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  children  would 
learn  bad  habits  and  would  become  lazy  and  not  get  any  help.  They  could 
not  understand  why  a  girl  should  learn  to  write  and  figure.  No  one  will 
now  deny  the  blessings  education  has  brought. 


There  was  also  a  general  mistrust  against  the  physician.  They  were 
seldom  consulted  and  if  so,  only  when  the  patient  was  dying.  If  the  doc- 
tor  was  unable  to  restore  the  patient's  health,  he  was  declared  incompe¬ 
tent.  The  opmion  prevailed  at  that  time  as  well  as  at  the  present  that 
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the  physician  was  after  the  money  and  cared  little  if  the  patient  lived  or 
died . 

It  was  also  thought  that  disease  was  sent  by  God,  and  also  deter¬ 
mined  by  Him  whether  the  afflicted  should  recover  or  not.  Many  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  physician,  but  would  consult  quacks  and 
witches,  these  made  big  money  on  the  people's  ignorance.  But  it  must 
be  admitted  that  many  of  the  old  folks  knew  many  simple  and  effective 
remedies  . 

The  people  were  very  superstitious  and  believed  in  witchcraft, 
spirits  and  spooks.  Among  the  ignorant  people  was  a  good  field  for  these 
"black  art"  performers  to  work  their  "wonder-cures".  I  will  tell  about  a 
few  of  these  that  I  remember:  A  sty  in  the  eye  had  to  be  "cut  away";  the 
healer  struck  with  an  ax  in  the  wall  over  the  patient  while  he  murmered 
some  nonsense.  Toothache,  headache  and  all  kinds  of  pain  was  cured  by 
"reading  it  away"  .  Sometimes  a  butcher-knife  was  used  to  rub  a  sore 
spot,  while  the  "healer"  would  gesticulate  and  say  things  no  one  could 
understand.  One  remedy  for  toothache  that  was  Infallible  was,  if  you'' 
had  one  of  your  teeth  pulled  and  you  put  your  tooth  in  the  coffin  with  a 
corpse  to  be  buried,  you  would  never  have  toothache  again.  Certain  dis¬ 
eases  were  cured  in  both  men  and  beast  by  firing  a  gun  over  their  heads. 

When  I  was  about  eight  years  old  I  had  the  ague.  I  mentioned  be¬ 
fore  that  the  ague  was  an  epidemic  about  this  time.  A  woman  was  sent 
for  that  had  accidently  suffocated  a  child  while  sleeping  in  bed.  This 
woman  cut  herself  in  the  hand,  the  blood  obtained  was  given  me  to  drink. 
This  was  done  three  successive  Thursdays,  but  without  effect.  Someone 
recommended  an  "aguestone"  (a  glass  marble),  that  I  should  carry  on  a 
string  around  my  neck,  and  every  time  I  drank  or  ate  I  first  should  dip 
this  "aguestone"  in  the  food  or  drink.  To  carry  this  precious  tiling  cost 
50  ore  (14  cents)  a  week.  After  a  time  the  ague  left  me,  likely  from 
natural  causes.  A  few  years  later  I  had  another  ague,  called  spring  ague. 
I  was  ordered  to  take  ashes  and  sow  around  a  big  stone  on  a  Thursday 
morning  before  sunrise.  I  should  walk  three  times  around  the  stone  to 
the  left,  so  as  to  go  opposite  the  sun;  sow  my  ashes  and  at  the  same  time 
read:  "Here  I  sow  away  my  ague  and  it  cannot  come  back  before  these 
seeds  grow." 

During  the  years  1855-60  that  we  lived  in  "Gronlngsbo , "  my  par¬ 
ents  had  "bad  luck"  with  their  livestock.  As  soon  as  the  animals  were 
put  in  the  barn  in  the  fall,  they  lost  appetite,  got  thin  and  sick.  A  gypsy 
woman  came,  she  could  cure  the  animals  and  forever  take  away  the  "bad 
luck".  Here  is  the  cure:  my  father  was  instructed  to  tear  up  part  of  the 
bam  floor  and  there  dig  a  hole.  In  this  hole  she  had  her  "hokus  pokus"  . 
A  hole  was  bored  in  the  threshold  and  filled  with  some  kind  of  a  mixture. 
She  carried  a  pail  of  dirty  water  to  the  house  and  told  us  to  start  a  big 
fire  on  the  hearth.  She  took  something  out  of  the  water  that  looked  like 
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a  htUe  pig  wrapped  in  hair.  I  suppose  that  this  was  the  fellow  that  had 
done  the  mischief  and  was  now  to  pay  its  penalty.  She  put  this  thing  in 
th^e  fire,  it  smelled  burnt  hair  all  over  the  house.  This  was  the  finish  and 
she  was  now  to  be  paid.  She  said,  "my  parents  were  such  nice  people 
she  would  only  charge  16  crowns  ($4.2  5),"  she  was  paid  with  nine 
crowns,  a  ham  and  some  clothing. 

1  HI  condition  in  the  bam  was  likely  responsible  for  the  "bad 

luck  .  No  ventilation  and  not  enough  daylight,  one  could  barely  see 
inside.  Even  the  door  was  not  to  be  open  on  a  mild  winter  day  as  they 
were  afraid  the  catUe  would  freeze.  I  have  to  this  day  thought  it  strange 
that  my  parents  did  not  understand  that  daylight  and  fresh  air  was  very 

animals.  That  my  father,  who  had  a  reputation  standing 
above  the  average  in  intelligence,  could  set  so  much  faith  in  a  witch  is 
more  than  I  can  understand.  ' 

^  about  1861,  my  mother  suffered  much  with  a  skin 

disease,  very  likely  it  could  have  been  a  simple  matter  for  a  doctor  to 

miles  to  consult  a  "wise  oldman" 
h  '  similar  errands. 

^  f  ^  stockings  and  other  things  that  mother 

s^set^^  wearing  for  three  days,  instructions  were  not  to  go  out  after 

There  were  many  different  ways  that  one  could  protect  property 
against  witchcraft  and  evil  spirits.  It  was  considered  a  duty  and  a  neces¬ 
sity  to  conscientiously  follow  all  rules  to  fight  their  evil  powers. 

ml  c  ^  important  to  observe  and  obey  the 

rules  laid  down  Before  the  baby  was  baptized,  it  had  to  have  a  piece 

o  steel  on  its  body^ otherwise  evil  spirits  could  exchange  the  child  with 

spirits  would  give  you  one  so  much  like  your 
own,  that  you  would  not  suspect  an  exchange  had  been  made. 

Kof  water  wherein  a  child  had  been  bathed  could  not  be  thrown  out 

before  fire  had  been  put  in  it,  and  also  not  thrown  outside  until  after 
s  Lin  s  0 1  • 
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The  child  should  be  baptized  as  soon  as  possible  as  the  evil  spirits 
then  lost  their  power.  Many  Important  things  were  to  be  observed  at  the 
baptism,  first:  a  godmother  to  carry  the  child  had  to  be  chosen  This 
was  not  an  easy  task  as  a  godmother  should  have  all  the  virtues  known 
to  mankind  If  she  had  any  bad  habits ,  they  would  likely  be  transferred 
to  the  child.  As  soon  as  the  godmother  got  charge  of  the  child,  she  had 
to  be  quick  in  all  things  she  undertook  so  the  child  should  become  a 

read  the  Lord's  Prayer  as  fast  as  possible  so  as  to 
make  the  child  a  good  reader.  Also  have  the  child  look  at  animals  so  it 
would  not  be  afraid  of  them.  Smart  godmothers  would  perform  little  tricks 
of  witchery  to  protect  the  child  from  disease. 
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Baptism  was  usually  performed  in  the  church.  As  soon  as  god- 
^  mother  and  child  had  been  seated  in  the  vehicle,  the  horses  had  to  be 
started  on  a  run  and  had  to  be  kept  at  a  neckbreaking  speed  till  the 
church  was  reached.  When  the  godmother  returned  with  the  child,  the 
father  should  meet  her  at  the  door  and  ask:  "What  do  you  carry  ?■’  She 
answers;  I  carry  your  child,  when  I  went  away  it  was  a  heathen  but  1 
am  bringing  back  a  Christian."  Whereafter  she  turned  the  child  over  to 
its  parents  and  her  duties  were  at  an  end. 

Even  the  domestic  animals  were  exposed  to  the  evil  spirts,  ghosts 
spooks,  frauds,  or  whatever  they  may  be  called.  The  animals  had  to  be' 
protected.  When  a  cow  calved,  a  piece  of  steel  was  put  in  the  water 
she  was  given  to  drink.  She  should  walk  over  steel  the  first  time  she 
went  out  of  the  barn.  Had  an  animal  been  bought,  it  had  to  go  through 
certain  ceremonies  so  the  evil  beings  should  have  no  power  over  it  and 
so  that  it  should  thrive  in  its  new  home. 

On  "Dymmelonsdag"  (Wednesday  before  Easter  Sunday),  witches 
called  "Blakullakaringar"  made  their  rounds  to  every  bam.  These  witches 
milked  the  cows  and  done  other  mischief;  this  was  prevented  by  painting 
crosses  over  the  barn  doors.  Shooting  after  dark  was  also  recommended. 

A  report  was  being  circulated  that  Free  Masons  had  come  to 
Vestervlk,  the  nearest  city,  13  miles,  a  seaport  on  the  Baltic.  Terrible 
stories  were  told  about  the  Free  Masons .  Their  chief  occupation  was 
supposed  to  be  to  kill  people  and  sell  them  to  the  Turks.  Vestervik  had 
to  depend  on  the  surrounding  country  for  its  foodstuff,  but  on  account  of 
the  rumors,  the  farmers  did  not  dare  to  enter  that  city,  and  the  result  was 
that  the  people  had  to  starve. 

Many  years  later  I  met  a  man  who  told  the  following  of  his  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  Free  Masons:  "I  was  a  servant  on  the  estate,  'Stensnas  ' 
and  was  ordered  to  take  a  load  of  grain  to  Vestervlk.  There  was  nothing 
to  do  but  obey.  I  armed  myself  with  two  pistols  and  was  determined  to 
sell  my  life  at  the  highest  price  possible.  My  friends  bid  me  good-by  as 
if  they  never  expected  to  see  me  again.  When  I  arrived  at  my  destination, 
I  was  asked  to  take  my  load  back  in  the  yard.  I  said,  'No,  if  you  want 
the  grain,  you  carry  it  in,'  and  I  unloaded  my  grain  sacks  in  the  street. 
They  asked  me  in  and  wanted  to  treat  on  whiskey,  but  I  refused  and 
started  on  my  way  home.  Had  I  been  foolish  enough  to  go  in  the  house,  I 
surely  would  have  been  killed.  The  people  finally  drove  the  Free  Masons 
out  of  Vestervik j  If  they  had  not,  they  would  have  starved  to  death." 

These,  and  the  many  other  tales  I  have  written,  will  likely  seem 
exaggerated  to  our  coming  generations.  But  stop  to  consider,  the  people 
were  superstitious,  did  not  read  newspapers,  and  when  a  rumor  was 
started,  it  grew  as  it  was  transmitted  from  mouth  to  ear. 
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ol  banianaJ*t>  aow  fane  alojalq  owl  dtlw  UeiiY<^  l^omie  I  ,v«ao  iiw  ob  oJ 
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maoe  yiaili  iUw  ,nBjihw  avixt  I  uWaJ  ladJo  yna***  adJ  i*<»e  ^aaadT 
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.iftft  Ol  lUupia  mofil  baiiunana^i  ew  il  aejWfnir  d  ,b»Jit4* 


Even  in  this  time  of  education^  people  are  superstitious,  consult 
fortune  tellers  and  quack  doctors.  Anyone  having  read  our  American  his¬ 
tory  knows  how  several  people  supposed  to  be  gifted  with  witchcraft  were 
burned  to  death  at  Salem,  Massachusetts.  I  Just  mention  this  so  you  will 
not  form  the  opinion  that  our  Swedish  forefathers  were  a  lot  of  barbarians 
below  other  nations  in  civilization.  Our  forefathers  have  for  centuries 
been  able  to  read  and  write.  They  were  religious  and  steady  church  goers 
and  the  Sabath  was  strictly  observed,  they  were  honest  and  obedient 
citizens . 
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A  FEW  MEMORIES 


About  the  year  1857,  my  father  had  a  contract  to  build  a  new  house 
on  the  marine  soldier  "torp"  or  farm,  "Brinktorpet" .  Perhaps  I  better  ex¬ 
plain  what  a  soldier's  torp  is.  As  part  of  their  taxes  to  the  government, 
me  landowners  had  to  keep  and  pay  a  soldier,  ready  for  war.  One  soldier 
ad  to  be  kept  for  a  certain  number  of  acres.  If  the  community  was 
divided  up  in  small  farms,  there  would  then  be  several  farmers  supporting 
one  soldier.  He  was  given  a  house  and  necessary  outbuildings,  with  a 
piece  of  land  as  part  of  his  salary,  tliis  was  called  a  soldier's  "torp" 

He  was  there  supposed  to  make  his  living  in  time  of  peace.  In  wartime 
or  when  he  was  in  training,  the  farmers  had  to  attend  to  the  "torp"  and 
care  for  his  family. 

I  was  with  and  helped  father  tear  down  the  old  house,  it  was  the 
house  where  my  mother  had  been  bom.  The  house  was  five  feet  high  on 
the  walls  and  about  seven  feet  high  in  the  center  of  the  ceiling.  It  had 
two  small  windows,  and  doors  not  over  four  feet  high  with  a  one  foot  high 
threshold*  A  six  foot  man  must  bow  low  to  get  through  the  doors.  The 
house  was  built  of  fine  pine  timbers,  something  like  our  log  cabins.  The 
house  had  likely  stood  there  for  centuries.  Tlie  last  time  I  visited  the 
place  was  in  the  spring  of  1890.  Only  the  big  pear  tree  remained,  it  had 
stood  at  the  entrance.  It  seemed  to  say,  "Here  stood  the  house,"  it  was 
the  only  thing  left  to  mark  the  spot.  Pear  trees,  I  believe,  reach  an  age 
of  several  centuries  in  Sweden.  Everything  else  was  leveled  with  the 
ground,  and  the  land  added  to  another  field. 

From  there  I  went  to  Nynaset.  I  wanted  to  see  once  more  the  old 
foimdatlon,  it  was  stHl  there,  but  almost  grown  over.  The  old  apple  tree 
and  plum  trees  had  had  a  hard  struggle  to  keep  alive  unaided  by  human 

hands.  The  birds  singing  in  the  tree  tops  were  all  that  broke  the  solem¬ 
nity. 


I  sat  down  on  a  rock  and  many  were  the  memories  that  came  to  me. 
Here  had  once  been  a  home,  happiness,  strife  and  sorrows.  How  perish- 
a  e  everything  is .  I  had  an  unpleasant  awakening  out  of  my  dreams  by  a 
big  snake  coming  toward  me.  I  rose  to  go  from  the  place  where  some  years 
efore  had  been  children  romping  and  playing.  A  mother's,  sometimes 
stem,  sometimes  mild,  but  always  loving  voice  had  been  heard  there. 

Hard  labor  and  hardened  hands  had  cared  for  those  now  neglected  fruit 

reptiles  laid  there  undisturbed.  The  children  grown,  and  here 
dead,  their  children  and  grandchildren  scattered  over  the  world. 

I  had  gone  out  on  purpose  to  visit  these  old  places,  to  dream  for  a 
few  hours  and  recall  the  days  of  my  happy  childhood.  I  next  went  to 
Groningsbo  .  I  took  an  old  path  through  the  woods .  This  path  was  once 
worn,  but  now  it  was  mostly  grown  over.  First  I  saw  the  old  maples  that 
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had  their  place  at  the  entrance,  they  had  just  received  their  new  foliage 
and  bowed  in  the  mild  spring  breeze.  They  seemed  to  greet  me  and  say, 
"Here  we  stand  alone,  but  we  thrive."  Of  the  old  orchard  only  the 
stumps  remained,  they  seemed  like  old  friends.  I  thought  I  tasted  the 
flavor  of  the  fruit  in  my  mouth  of  each  kind.  Close  by  is  the  foundation 
to  the  house  and  the  pit  of  the  cellar. 

What  an  army  of  memories  that  paraded  through  my  mind.  In  that 
southwest  comer  our  bed  stood,  where  three  or  four  of  us  children  used 
to  sleep,  and  mother  called  and  scolded  us  for  not  being  still  and  quiet 
in  bed.  Here  we  had  clasped  our  hands  in  prayer,  the  prayers  mother 
had  taught  us.  I  remember  how  father  and  mother  wrestled  and  played 
with  each  other  the  first  years  of  their  married  life.  I  could  not  see  why 
old  folks  should  frolic  around,  I  thought  it  looked  foolish. 

Here  our  loving  mother's  hand  patted  us,  here  our  father  whittled 
out  playthings  for  us  during  the  long  winter  evenings .  Here  we  got 
punished  if  we  did  not  behave  or  obey. 

Thirty  steps  from  the  foundation  stood  my  father's  carpenter  shop, 
there  I  had  made  my  first  mechanical  efforts;  I  had,  after  many  attempts, 
succeeded  in  making  a  small  chair  that  I  sold  for  2  5  ore,  about  7  cents. 

I  went  to  see  an  old  friend,  the  well.  The  path  that  led  there  had 
been  plowed  up,  and  as  it  was  springtime,  I  had  to  wade  through  the  mud. 
The  stones  had  fallen  in,  but  the  water  flowed  as  clear  as  ever,  spark¬ 
ling  in  the  sun  as  if  to  greet  me. 

It  was  a  warm  spring  day,  and  as  I  sat  down  I  wanted  to  drink  from 
this  spring  with  its  fresh  and  clear  water.  How  many  times  had  I  been 
here  after  water;  I  drank,  and  drank  again,  how  stimulating  it  tasted.  I 
sat  there  for  awhile,  listening  to  the  singing  of  the  birds  and  the  water 
rippling  from  the  spring.  Oh,  that  music,  I  recognized  it  so  well;  it  was 
the  same  tune  as  when  I  was  a  boy. 

How  busy  my  mind  and  soul  were  with  those  memories ,  now  and 
then  a  cuckoo  starts  to  call  in  the  top  of  a  birch.  Something  is  running 
down  my  cheek,  I  feel  it  is  tears.  I  went  further  up  the  little  brook,  the 
rippling  water  seemed  to  say,  "Hello,  old  comrade."  I  had  here  as  a 
child,  dammed  the  water  and  made  waterfaHs .  I  had  built  mills  in  this 
brook,  how  proud  I  was  when  I  saw  the  wheels  turn. 

A  little  further  was  a  small  pond  where  my  mother  used  to  do  her 
washing,  but  this  was  filled  in.  August,  my  brother,  nearly  drowned  here, 
he  was  pulled  out  by  an  older  boy. 

I  strolled  around  the  neighboring  forest  and  mountains,  the  cliffs 
and  rocks  there  looked  the  same  as  in  my  childhood.  I  found  stones  that 
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I  had  used  in  building  my  playhouses.  The  sun  is  down  on  the  tree  tons 
I  must  go  home  to  "Hammarslund /'  about  four  miles  distance.  ' 

I  have  never  in  my  life  dwelled  in  old  memories  as  I  did  this  day. 

I  have  many  memories  from  "Hjortstad"  dear  to  my  heart,  but  they 
are  not  so  touching  to  the  tenderness  of  my  soul.  I  think  it  is  because 
Hjortstad  is  preserved,  it  was  built  sometime  before  1812  and  will 
stand  for  centuries.  But  of  "Groningsbo , "  nothing  remains  now  but  the 
memories.  "Hjortstad"  stands  exactly  today  as  the  day  my  father  was 
bom  there,  and  the  same  as  when  I  and  my  si^ster,  Mathilda,  was  bom 

there,  ^e  only  difference  is  that  a  few  more  fruit  trees  have  grown  up 
around  the  place. 

The  great  Swedish  philosopher  and  poet,  Geljer,  writes  the  follow¬ 
ing  about  his  place  of  birth: 

"The  memory  of  this  happy  little  place 
which  my  parents  held  so  dear, 

lays  as  a  ray  of  sunshine  that  penetrates  my  breast; 
it  has  found  a  haven  in  my  inner  self. 

I  seem  conscious  of  the  fountain  of  my  youth 
that  murmurs  even  now  of  spring's  prolific  growths, 
that  offer  shade  and  refreshment  in  the  forest, 
of  buds  and  sprouts  in  fresh  creation 
that  blend  the  fragrance  of  pine  and  perfume, 
scenting  the  morning  air  and  country  breezes  . 

All  this  lives  of  that  dear  little  place  in  my  memory." 

My  youth  and  what  occurred  during  that  time:  In  the  spring  1860 
my  father  rented  "Ahagen",  another  marine  soldier's  "torp"  and  gave  up 
"Groningsbo".  This  place  belonged  under  Ullevi  Village,  and  about  two 
miles  from  town,  Gamleby.  Here  at  "Ahagen"  we  had  no  farming;  my 
father  now  practiced  the  mason's  trade  exclusively. 

Here  my  first  struggles  started  for  existence,  here  I  commenced  to 
earn  my  living.  I  worked  for  a  farmer  tying  grain  into  bundles  for  board 
and  12  ore  per  day. 

The  same  year  in  the  fall  my  father's  father,  Anders  Peter  Anderson , 
died  at  "Hjortstad"  .  We  were  all  at  the  funeral.  Grandfather  had  been  a 
man  of  great  physical  strength,  he  had  good  judgment,  and  was  always 
good-natured.  His  worst  fault  was  that  he  liked  strong  drink,  otherwise 
his  life  was  blameless,  he  was  honest  and  his  word  was  as  good  as  gold. 
He  had  never  been  to  court  or  in  any  trouble  with  the  law.  He  had  no 
schooling,  but  was  a  good  reader  and  was  well  read.  The  last  years  of 
his  life  he  spent  in  bed  on  account  of  old  age,  but  the  soundness  of  his 
mind  remained  intact  to  the  last.  He  could  read  the  finest  print  without 
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glasses,  he  was  very  religious  and  I  believe  if  anyone  has  had  his  sins 
forgiven,  and  was  saved,  it  was  he. 

I  remember  how  he  sat  up  in  bed,  clasped  his  hands  and  with  his 
eyes  toward  heaven,  prayed  and  sang  his  favorite  Psalm,  number  444 
(Swedish  Psalm-book).  He  died  a  natural  death,  as  we  should  all  die, 
his  last  moments  went  without  pain.  He  asked  grandmother  why  it  got 
so  dark,  if  it  was  evening.  She  heard  him  take  a  few  deep  breaths,  she 
went  to  the  bed,  he  was  through.  His  lamp  went  out  at  the  age  of  83 
years,  3  months,  and  2  5  days. 

"Blessed  be  his  memory." 

My  father  and  his  sisters,  Catharina  and  Sofia,  now  inherited 
"Hjortstad".  Aunt  Sofia  and  her  husband,  Anders  Peter  Anderson,  bought 
my  father's  and  Aunt  Catharina's  share.  They  lived  there  till  their  death. 

During  this  year,  1860,  my  father  and  his  brother-in-law,  Jaen  > 
Peter  Nelson  (my  mother's  sister's  husband)  bought  a  small  farm  called 
"Mortvik",  in  Tomsfalla  Township,  and  3-1/2  miles  to  the  city  Vestervik. 
We  were  to  take  charge  of  this  place  March  14th. 

So  after  one  year's  stay  in  "Ahagen",  we  moved  to  "Mortvik"  in 
the  Spring  1861.  Tliis  deal  turned  out  to  be  a  mistake.  First,  my  father 
was  not  a  farmer,  he  should  farm  and  also  work  at  his  trade,  the  result 
was  that  both  were  neglected.  Second,  we  were  to  farm  and  live  together 
with  father's  brother-in-law,  which  did  not  harmonize.  Third,  happen¬ 
ings  occurred  that  forever  broke  up  our  happy  home.  My  father  gave  up 
farming,  and  hired  a  man  to  do  his  part,  and  took  up  his  trade  exclusive¬ 
ly. 


In  May  that  year,  I  started  to  learn  the  mason's  trade  with  my 
father  as  instructor.  My  first  attempt  was  at  the  so-called  " Kallarstugan" 
in  Heda,  Gamleby  Township.  AH  that  summer  we  went  from  village  to 
village  building  foundations,  cellars,  and  smokestacks. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  1861,  things  happened  that  broke  up 
our  home.  Father's  brother-in-law  had  a  son.  Nils  August,  who  went  to 
school  in  Vestervik.  This  Nils  August  was  taken  sick  with  dysentery  and 
taken  home  to  be  cared  for.  The  result  was  that  before  long  both  families 
had  dysentery.  Had  a  physician  been  called,  it  is  likely  that  the  disease 
would  have  been  checked,  but  the  mistrust  of  doctors* was  still  prevailing 
among  the  people.  My  mother  had  to  help  her  sister  as  all  were  down 
with  the  disease.  Mother  contracted  the  disease  and  finally  we  all  got 
it  with  the  exception  of  the  hired  man,  who  moved  to  a  shed  where  he 
stayed  and  cooked  his  own  meals. 


Bergman,  the  hired  man  was  smart  and  ambitious,  he  tended  to 
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everything  on  the  farm.  A  neighboring  woman  helped  us  a  little  too, 
otherwise  no  one  dared  to  go  near  the  house.  No  help  could  be  had,  it 
was  a  terrible  time  ! 

My  dear  mother  and  my  youngest  brother,  Carl  Victor,  succumbed 
to  the  disease.  When  my  brother  died  we  could  get  no  one  to  bury  him, 
no  one  dared  to  come  near. 

Finally  Bergman,  the  hired  man,  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  his 
friends  to  help  with  the  burial.  They  took  a  boat  and  rowed  across  the 
lake  to  Tomsfalla  Cemetery  on  Sunday  morning  with  tlie  little  body  of 
Carl  Victor. 

Two  weeks  later  my  mother  passed  away.  Aunt  Sofia  came  and 
stayed  with  us  for  two  weeks  and  helped  with  the  arrangements.  My 
father  was  recovering,  but  was  weak  from  the  disease  and  sorrow,  so 
he  was  helpless . 

The  funeral  was  very  simple,  the  same  men  helped  us  that  buried 
brother  Carl,  we  also  took  the  water  route.  I  was  the  only  one  of  the  two 
households  who  had  recovered  enough  to  go  as  a  mourner.  We  had  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  rig  to  take  the  remains  from  our  landing  place  to 
the  cemetery,  but  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  horse  and  wagon.  I  rode 
on  the  wagon  to  open  the  gates . 

Such  was  the  funeral  of  my  dear  mother,  it  took  place  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon  in  October,  1861.  It  was  plain  and  quiet,  not  like  the  custom, 
such  as  a  feast  with  many  invited  guests.  Mother  died  of  a  contagious 
disease  and  this  was  the  best  we  could  do,  "dear  Mother,  you  were 
worthy  of  something  better." 

It  is  the  custom  in  Sweden  to  ring  the  church  bells  when  a  funeral 
procession  nears  the  gates  of  the  cemetery,  and  again  when  the  ceremony 
is  over.  I  went  up  in  the  church  tower  and  saw  the  bells  give  the  last 
tolls  for  mother.  I  can  yet  hear  the  echo  of  the  last  rings  die  out.  The 
wooden  cross  placed  at  her  grave  had  the  following  inscription; 

"Could  1  have  left  my  heart  behind, 
and  now  complains  to  have  been  forsaken; 
for  somehow  it  seeks  to  sway  me. 

In  moments  of  somber  thought  I  feel 
it  clinging  to  me  in  utter  desperation. 

Inseparable  unto  the  end  we  shall  go. 

When  in  that  final  tribute  all  tears  have  vanished, 

I  know  that  together  in  another  life 
we  shall  be  at  home 
living  in  mutual  trust.  " 
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Swedish  Psalm  468 
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The  following  Sunday,  my  father  and  my  oldest  sister,  Mathilda, 
had  recovered  so  they  could  go  with  us  to  church  and  hear  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  mother  was  dead  and  buried.  We  children  could  not  grasp  the 
situation,  or  understand  our  loss. 

Mother  had  been  a  good  and  noble  woman;  she  was  a  good  wife  and 
mother,  the  matrimonial  life  between  father  and  mother  was  of  the  best. 
She  sometimes  seemed  stern,  but  her  good  heart  overflowed  with  love. 

She  taught  us  to  be  virtuous,  and  the  way  to  salvation  to  the  best  of  her 
knowledge.  Many  were  her  prayers  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  our  pro¬ 
tection  and  welfare. 

Dear  Mother ,  may  you  rest  in  peace ,  and  blessed  be  your  memory .  " 

My  Mother 

O  yes,  dear  mother,  1  recall  your  melodious  song 
full  of  emotion  from  the  heart,  to  wit: 

My  son . My  son . 

lofty  of  ideas  and  blessed  with  youth 
you  shall  be  widely  acclaimed  in  this  world 
and  your  mother  you  will  forget. 

But  Mother . Mother . 

you  are  wrong,  your  son  is  humble, 

small  and  low  I  may  be  judged 

but  of  my  heritage  I  am  proud  and  unashamed. 

Mother . Mother . 

you  will  never  be  forgot . 

A  queer  thing  occurred  that  I  will  mention:  Four  burning  candles 
had  been  placed  around  the  coffin;  we  found  one  candle  instead  of  burning 
from  the  top,  the  flame  had  went  out  and  had  started  in  the  middle  of  the 
candle,  the  upper  half  hanging  down  held  by  only  one  thread  of  the  wick. 
The  wick  was  not  burned  in  the  upper  half.  In  this  occurrence,  people 
saw  some  omen,  and  many  were  the  guesses  of  what  it  meant. 

Now  followed  a  troublesome  time.  My  sister,  Mathilda,  only  ten 
years  old,  had  to  take  up  the  household  duties,  we  had  difficulties  of 
every  description.  To  work  the  farm  together  with  uncle,  led  to  disagree¬ 
ment  in  many  ways.  The  following  summer  we  secured  a  housekeeper, 
Fredricka  Jaenson,  from  Odensve.  Likely  she  came  with  matrimonial 
intentions  toward  father;  the  household  conditions  now  improved. 

This  summer  we  had  no  hired  man;  I  with  the  help  of  Fredricka  and 
occasional  hired  help,  did  our  part  of  the  farm  work. 

In  the  fall  a  man,  Westerberg,  came  from  California,  U.  S.  A., 
where  he  had  been  prospecting  for  gold,  and  bought  "Mortvlk"  for  the 
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same  amount  as  father  and  uncle  had  paid,  7,000  crowns.  He  was  to 
take  possession  March  14,  1863. 

This  winter  I  started  the  preparation  for  my  confirmation,  and  was 
confirmed  in  the  spring,  1863. 

I  was  fond  of  ice  skating,  and  at  the  same  time  careless  and  dar¬ 
ing.  While  skating  this  winter  1  broke  through  the  ice,  I  surely  would 
have  drowned  had  not  assistance  arrived  in  time.  This  gave  me  a  warn¬ 
ing,  and  I  have  always  been  careful  since. 

After  mother's  death,  father  held  an  auction  sale  in  March,  1863. 

We  four  children  inherited  each  2  09.33  crowns  (about  $57.00).  Our 
uncle,  J.  P.  Nelson,  was  appointed  our  guardian.  March  14th  we  moved 
from  "Mortvik"  to  Almvik,  a  village  of  the  same  township.  My  father 
rented  a  house  there  and  worked  at  the  mason  trade. 

The  buying  of  "Mortvik"  would  have  been  a  good  deal  had  my  father 
been  a  farmer,  and  if  we  had  not  been  in  partnership  with  uncle .  "Mortvik" 
was  situated  on  the  beach  of  Lake  Hjorten  and  surrounded  by  beautiful 
scenery.  The  land  was  good,  plenty  of  timber,  good  fishing  and  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  the  city  Westervlk  was  only  an  hour's  walk. 

My  father  got  acquainted  with  a  woman,  Cathrina ,  from  Westervlk, 
with  the  result  that  marriage  was  decided  upon  the  coming  fail.  Fredrlcli, 
our  housekeeper,  took  this  turning  of  things  seriously;  she  had  learned  to  ' 
love  us  and  we  her.  I  felt  sorry  for  her  and  we  children  really  missed  her 
when  she  left  us  on  the  Swedish  servants  moving  day,  October  2  4th. 

About  the  same  time  the  Intended  marriage  of  my  father  and 
Catharina  was  announced  in  the  Westervlk  church. 

The  good  people  of  Almvik  were  faithful  to  the  old  custom  and  gave 
my  father  a  big  "cane  and  crutch"  party.  The  cane  was  so  big  that  it 
measured  10  inches  in  diameter,  12  feet  from  the  large  end.  My  father 
later  made  furniture  out  of  these  trees . 

October  24,  1863,  we  moved  to  Westervlk  to  live.  Father  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  his  intended  marriage.  We  had  been  there  about  two  weeks 
when  on  a  market-day  my  father  happened  to  become  somewhat  intoxicated. 
Father  quarreled  with  his  sweetheart  with  the  result  that  their  intended 
marriage  was  broken  up. 

The  marriage  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  next  Sunday.  This 
likely  was  luck,  as  I  believe  it  was  not  a  good  match.  The  woman  was  a 
city  lady  and  appeared  too  refined  to  be  a  wife  to  a  man  in  father's  class, 
and  stepmother  to  country  bred  children. 

We  moved  back  to  Gamleby  Township.  My  father  rented  a  place 
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called  "Lilia  Herstad";  it  had  a  few  acres  of  land.  The  place  is  located 
about  one  mile  from  Gamleby  village.  This  was  a  good  farm  but  it  did  not 
fit  father,  he  was  a  man  with  a  trade.  Farming  and  building  do  not  har¬ 
monize;  farming  is  one  way  of  making  a  living,  and  working  at  a  trade  is 
another. 

We  now  again  had  the  confusion  in  our  household  that  always 
follows  where  a  woman's  ordering  hand  is  lacking. 

Syrach  was  right  when  he  wrote;  "As  the  sun  when  it  ariseth  in  the 
high  heaven;  so  is  the  beauty  of  a  good  wife  in  the  ordering  of  her  house." 

We  learned  the  truth  of  that  statement  in  a  practical  way.  We  chil¬ 
dren  now  asked  father  to  get  Fredrlcka,  our  old  housekeeper  back.  She 
worked  for  Westerberg,  the  man  who  bought  our  farm  "Mortvik".  Servants 
in  Sweden  are  hired  by  the  year,  but  he  did  us  the  favor  of  letting  her 
come  to  us.  She  came  and  stayed  with  us  for  two  days  at  Christmas,  it 
was  a  Joyful  Christmas  as  we  had  learned  to  love  her.  She  moved  to' us 
in  the  Spring,  1864,  and  father  married  her  shortly  after.  Now  again  we 
had  a  good  home,  but  it  was  to  be  of  short  duration. 

Tbe  following  winter  I  made  a  Journey,  over  which  I  felt  quite  proud. 

I  was  hired  to  help  drive  a  herd  of  cattle  to  Gstergottland ,  the  province 
north  of  Smaland,  our  province.  I  then  saw  Atvidabergs  copper  mines  and 
smelters;  and  then  I  saw  my  first  train.  I  went  through  Linkoping  city  and 
saw  the  big  cathedral.  There  I  saw  the  beautiful  and  fertile  Ostgotaplain , 
it  is  of  the  best  agricultural  land  in  Sweden. 

I  thought  of  myself  as  a  great  traveler.  It  seemed  that  I  developed 
too  slowly  into  a  man,  as  could  be  expected  at  my  age;  I  was  16  years 
old. 


My  father  thought  that  the  mason  work  was  too  hard  for  me  and  that 
I  ought  to  have  a  change.  I  hired  out  to  a  farmer  in  Almvik  for  one  year, 
but  it  was  a  change  to  the  worse.  No  system,  poor  food  and  hard  work;' 

I  stuck  the  year  out  and  kept  in  good  health.  In  the  fall  I  went  to  an 
evening  school  and  got  some  instruction  in  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic 
and  reading;  it  was  not  much,  but  it  has  done  me  good  all  through  life. 

In  the  Spring  1865,  another  sad  occurrence  came  at  home.  A 
neighbor,  an  old  man  that  lived  alone,  had  committed  suicide  by  cutting 
his  throat.  My  stepmother,  who  was  now  far  advanced  in  pregnancy  and 
highly  nervous,  happened  to  be  the  first  one  to  discover  the  body.  This 
shock  was  too  much  for  her.  She  was  taken  sick  and  gave  premature 
birth  to  the  baby,  she  never  fully  recovered.  The  following  winter  pneu¬ 
monia  ended  her  life,  she  died  Christmas  Eve,  1865. 

She  was  a  good  and  careful  housekeeper,  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
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which  can  not  always  be  said  of  a  stepmother.  She  loved  her  stepchil¬ 
dren  and  was  rewarded  by  our  love.  She  was  perhaps  at  times  a  little 
easy  on  us  and  did  not  rule  with  the  determination  that  our  mother  had 
done,  but  this  cannot  be  called  a  fault;  blessed  be  her  memories. 

My  oldest  sister,  Mathilda,  was  now  able  to  take  up  the  house¬ 
hold  duties.  My  brother,  August,  had  started  to  work  at  the  mason  trade 
with  father.  I  hired  out  to  another  farmer,  "Johan  in  Mortnas",  Odens vi 
Township.  He  was  an  old  friend  of  our  family.  I  moved  there  from  Almvik 
in  the  fall,  1865;  here  1  thrived,  grew  up  and  developed  into  manhood. 

I  am  not  a  big  man,  not  quite  5  feet  9  Inches,  neither  have  I  had  great 
muscular  strength,  but  I  have  been  blessed  with  wonderful  health  and 
great  endurance  in  work. 

I  stayed  in  Mortnas  two  years .  I  had  a  good  home  there  that  I 
miss  very  much;  I  was  treated  as  a  member  of  the  family  and  they  looked 
after  my  needs,  both  spiritual  and  material.  My  employer  was  a  man  with 
a  good  education;  he  taught  me  arithmetic  and  writing,  which  has  been  a 
great  help  to  me.  There  was  also  a  hired  girl,  Charlotte  Nelson.  Well, 
we  were  sweethearts,  but  this  first  flame  of  love  gradually  died  out  after 
I  got  out  into  the  rush  and  struggle  of  the  new  world. 

During  those  two  years  a  few  incidents  had  happened  in  our  family. 
In  the  fall,  1866,  my  father's  mother  died  in  her  home  at  "Hjortstad";  we 
all  gathered  there  for  the  funeral.  Grandmother  had  been  a  good  woman 
with  a  tender  heart,  and  we  grandchildren  all  loved  her.  Her  greatest 
happiness  was  when  she  had  her  grandchildren  around  her,  even  though 
we  were  disobedient  and  noisy.  We  all  mourned  her  from  the  depths  of 
our  hearts.  After  grandfather's  death,  she  had  visited  her  daughter, 
Catharlna,  on  the  Island  of  Gland,  but  she  did  not  thrive  there.  She 
wanted  to  go  back  to  her  old  home,  "Hjortstad",  and  stay  until  she  died, 
which  she  did.  She  was  well  and  active  and  had  her  senses  to  the  last. 
Blessed  be  her  memories. 

At  the  funeral,  my  father  uttered  a  remark:  "Never  again  will  so 
many  of  our  family  be  gathered  in  one  place."  His  prophecy  came  true. 

In  the  spring,  1867,  my  father  married  the  third  time;  this  third 
wife's  name  was  Maja  Stina  Pearson,  from  Vinkulla,  Odens  vi  Township. 
Father  continued  to  live  at  "Lilia  Herstad." 

Sister  Mathilda  now  left  home  to  work  for  others;  brother  August 
worked  with  father  as  a  mason,  and  sister  Clara  went  to  school.  After 
I  had  left  Mortnas  in  the  fall,  1867,  I  took  a  Job  with  a  blacksmith  in 
Gamleby  village,  as  his  helper;  my  intentions  were  to  get  a  Job  with 
some  mason  in  the  spring. 

During  the  winter  I  made  many  friends,  they  talked  about  America, 
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Above  -  GAMLEBY  BAY  AS  SEEN  FROM  "HAMMARSLUND" 

Below  HARVEST  TIME.  The  standing  grain  was  cut  with  scythes  handled  by  the 
men,  raking  Into  small  piles  was  reserved  for  the  women  folk.  At  the  age 
of  12,  G.  R.  Carlson  earned  his  first  "bread"  by  tying  bundles  at  12  ore 
per  day  (4  cents)  plus  his  meals. 
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HARBOR  and  TOWN  of  GAMLEBY  In  1900 


The  locale  where  many  generations  of  this  lineage  have  resided  In  cen¬ 
turies  past.  It  was  a  favorite  retreat  for  the  ancient  VIKINGS  when  not  plying 
the  Baltic  and  the  many  navigable  rivers  of  Europe  to  the  Black  Sea  and  Turkey. 
Extensive  commerce  was  carried  on  with  the  orient  which  was  reached  from  the 
Black  Sea  by  sailing  up  the  Don  River  and  portaging  to  the  Volga  and  proceeding 
down  to  the  Caspian  Sea. 

GAMLEBY  means  "old  town,"  It  Is  the  former  site  of  the  city  of  Westervlk 
founded  there  In  about  1200,  In  1433  the  town  administration  was  moved  to  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  13  miles  distant  and  was  called  Westervlk  (west-bay).  As  a 
seaport  Westervlk  has  currently  attained  a  population  of  15,000.  GAMLEBY  Is 
165  miles  south  of  Stockholm  and  120  miles  north  of  Kalmar. 

Moored  at  the  wharf  Is  a  sailing  schooner  and  several  smaller  craft.  It  Is 
from  this  wharf  that  GUSTAF  REINHOLD  CARLSON  departed  when  emigrating  to 
America  on  May  28,  1868.  His  route  included  sailing  In  a  small  boat  to  Wester¬ 
vlk  and  there  boarding  a  larger  coastal  vessel  to  Norrkoplng,  a  distance  of  100 
miles  to  the  north.  At  Norrkoplng  he  proceeded  by  train  across  the  country  to 
the  country's  chief  seaport  of  Gotenberg.  Internal  combustion  marine  engines 
had  not  yet  been  Invented  and  steam  had  only  started  to  replace  canvas  In  ocean 
liners  at  this  early  date. 

In  the  background  of  the  picture  skirting  the  wooded  hill  can  be  seen  rail¬ 
road  tracks  and  the  GAMLEBY  station,  also  a  track  spur  with  a  train  of  cars 
loaded  with  lumber;  huge  piles  of  lumber  are  stacked  In  the  area  between  the 
spur  and  the  waterfront.  In  the  large  expanses  of  meadow  below,  one  can  faintly 
recognize  horses  and  sheep  grazing.  The  railroad  was  built  In  1877-88  at  which 
time  Johan  Gustaf  Svensson  worked  on  the  construction  while  living  with  his 
sister  and  brother-in-law  at  "Hammarslund .  " 

In  the  foreground  are  friends  of  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON  who  snapped  most 
of  these  early  pictures ,  The  young  man  on  the  right  of  the  group  Is  Carl  Frank 
Sandgren,  a  son  of  Mathilda  (sister  of  G,  R.  CARLSON),  and  a  cousin  of  CARL 
FRANK  CARLSON. 
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Above  -  CARL  JOHAN  SVENSSON  and  his  wife,  Gustava  Gumesdaughter  of  "Alandsryd," 

Wemamo,  Sweden. 


Below  -  The  Swensson  family  comprised  of  3  sons  and  3  daughters,  a  daughter  missing 

left  herein  Is  Christine  living  In  Chicago. 
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that  money  was  easily  made  there.  It  was  said  a  laborer  made  at  Ipaqt 

eight  crowns  ($2.2  5)  a  day.  I  decided  to  ImmlgrateiTaTreTdy  imagtae^ 

®  9®'^tleman  with  plenty  of  money,  and  how^proud 
Charlotta  Nelson  would  be  of  her  lover.  ^ 

wat,  largest  alrcasUes  I  remember  building 

^  skilled  mason,  I  would  work  on  big  buildings  In  large 
Itles,  this  wish  has  been  fulfilled.  It  now  began  to  be  quite  common 

to  immigrate  to  America.  It  was  much  talked  of  in  the  black¬ 
smith  shop  where  I  worked.  ciacK 

hppn  different  my  life  would  have 

been  had  n^ot  this  come  up;  perhaps  I  would  have  lived  a  more  contented 
quieter  and  happier  life,  who  knows  ?  ' 

My  father  promised  to  get  me  the  money  for  the  ticket  to  America 
I  was  now  nearly  2  0  years  old  and  thought  I  was  "full  feathered  "  and 

h^rd  myself,  and  understand  the  dangers  I  had 

heard  immigrants  were  exposed  to  in  the  new  world. 

T  ^  A  A  young  man  loves  to  Imagine  himself  an  adult  as  early  as  possible 
gre^'a^t^deaT^rieam  ^  mason,  but  found  later  thaf  I  had  a' 

Kr.  Jaen  Peter  Nelson  and  Aunt  Johanna,  after  they  left  "Mortvik  " 

Ztly  Te  r"ea”  f  (^0 

y  oy  me  real  motive  for  my  going  was  to  get  money  as  he  had  nnt  ac 

sharl“  ou^moSs“esta"r* 

With  30^^  rson^ait*  t?ri?sTwor^ 

the  J°‘'n'ey  to  America  were  now  finished;  on 

with^fj^  ^  journey.  A  leather  satchel 

ith  some  clothes  and  lunch  and  some  money  Inherited  from  mother  in  mv 

evenfngTleftTomi!'  d^y.  and  late  in  the 

T(/r  parents  (stepmother),  brother  August  and  sister  Clara  (sister 

Mathilda  was  away  from  home)  accompanied  me  to  Gamleby  harbor  I 

brother  good-by,  they  returned  home  crying.  My 
parents  boarded  the  steamer  with  me  to  Vestervik.  ^  ^ 

cf-  r.  morning  while  we  stood  on  the  pier  waiting  for  the 

"CftTh?  me  to  Norrkoplng,  I  received  my  father's  last  advice  and 

God  bless  you,  chUd"  .  I  bid  them  a  hasty  good-by  and  ran  on  board 
the  boat  that  was  ready  to  leave .  I  saw  thL  waving  to Irwh^ch T 
nswered  as  long  as  I  could  see  them,  I  never  saw  them  again. 
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I  realized  now  for  the  first  time  that  I  was  alone,  I  had  thought  I 
was  so  brave,  that  1  could  face  almost  anything;  1  felt  now  like  I  was 
already  a  thousand  miles  from  home. 

Tears  were  running  down  my  cheeks,  the  hero  was  weeping.  What 
would  become  of  me  in  a  foreign  land,  without  money  or  friends  ?  What 
will  be  the  end  of  this;  my  thoughts  went  to  my  dear  dead  mother  as  if  to 
seek  comfort  in  her  arms.  She  had  dried  my  tears  when  a  child,  I  was 
only  a  child  now;  if  I  could  have  only  felt  her  hand  patting  my  cheeks . 
Perhaps  she,  at  this  moment,  from  Heaven,  was  looking  down  at  her 
frightened  son. 

"Maybe  even  now  a  spark  of  your  love  within  me  bums 

though  the  cloak  of  time,  you  from  me  conceals; 

unseen  you  wisk  soft  and  gentle  by  my  side,  and  I  hear  cries; 

Have  Trust,  Have  Courage,  God's  Will  shall  abide," 

I  remembered  my  father's  last  words:  "Do  not  lose  your  courage.” 

I  thought  ...  I  must  brace  up.  I  succeeded  in  calming  my  feelings  and 
in  gaining  my  balance.  I  have  never  since  been  so  near  to  collapse  from 
emotions  from  within . 

A  fellow  traveler,  Gustaf  Soderlund,  was  known  as  a  town  failure. 
To  get  rid  of  him,  his  relatives  had  given  him  money  to  immigrate  to 
America;  I  had  been  asked  to  look  after  this  fellow.  We  arrived  in 
Norkoping  that  afternoon;  a  woman  offered  us  lodging  which  we  accepted. 
We  left  our  baggage  in  our  room,  fixed  ourselves  up  and  went  out  to  see 
the  city.  Gustaf  had  plenty  of  money  and  he  was  not  stingy. 

We  went  to  restaurants  and  saloons.  I  felt  ashamed  the  way  he 
flirted  with  the  waitresses,  I  thought  that  was  out  of  place  among 
strangers.  I  asked  him  to  go  with  me  to  our  lodging  place,  but  he  said, 
"It  was  no  hurry."  My  father  had  told  me;  "Never  drink  tilTyou  become 
intoxicated."  This  in  mind,  I  left  my  comrade  after  again  having  urged 
him  to  come  with  me.  He  told  me  1  was  a  poor  sport  and  a  good-for- 
nothing  fellow,  and  not  fit  to  go  out  in  the  world.  After  some  difficulty 
I  found  my  lodging  place,  but  Gustaf  did  not  come,  and  1  felt  that  it  was 
not  right  for  me  to  leave  him. 

Next  morning  as  1  was  ready  to  go  to  the  station  for  my  train, 

Gustaf  came;  he  had  with  him  a  very  pretty  little  girl.  She  smiled  so 
sweet  at  me  and  said  that  I  ought  to  stay  a  few  days  and  rest  up  before 
I  started  on  my  journey.  But  my  father  had  warned  me;  "Keep  out  of  bad 
company."  I  thanked  her  for  her  concern  but  said  that  I  must  be  going. 

I  never  saw  Gustaf  again. 

Gustaf  did  like  Syrach  says:  "He  followed  her  like  an  ox  that  was 
being  led  away  to  be  slaughtered."  Later  I  heard  through  a  letter  from 
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home,  that  Gustaf  and  the  girl  had  h  good  time  as  long  as  the  money 
lasted.  He  had  taken  with  him  400  crowns  and  a  trunk  full  of  good 
clothes.  In  the  fall  Gustaf  came  home,  walking  the  road  like  a  beggar. 


Again  Syrach  says,  "Give  not  thy  soul  unto  a  woman  to  set  her  foot 
upon  thy  substance;  meet  not  with  a  harlot,  lest  thou  fall  into  her  snares- 

company  of  a  woman  that  is  a  singer,  lest  thou  be  taken 
with  her  attempts.  Gaze  not  on  a  maid,  that  thou  fall  by  these  things 
that  are  precious  Irr  her.  Give  not  thy  soul  unto  harlots  that  thou  lose 
t  Ine  inheritance;  look  round  about  thee  in  the  streets  of  the  cltv  but 
wander  not  in  the  solitary  places  thereof.  " 


At  the  station  I  met  some  people  from  Gamleby  that  I  knew.  They 
were  also  immigrants  and  had  driven  the  country  road  to  Norkoping.  It 
was  a  jolly  party,  so  from  now  on  I  had  company,  my  sorrow  and  loneli- 
forgotten.  On  our  way  to  Gotenberg  we  were  met  by  an  agent  of 
the  Allan  Line  Steamship  Co.  ,  he  told  us  his  line  was  best  and  the  only 
line  we  could  take.  We  decided  to  go  with  him,  he  also  was  going  over 
to  America.  He  promised  to  help  and  advise  us,  and  1  must  say  to  his 
credit  that  he  kept  his  promise.  He  was  willing  to  help  wherever  needed 
but  he  fooled  us  into  taking  the  Allan  Line  and  a  poor  boat.  He  succeeded 
m  getting  a  couple  hundred  people  with  him  to  the  steamship  office  in 
Gotenberg  where  he  arranged  for  tickets  and  baggage.  He  was  the  leader 
of  mis  party  and  we  all  knew  him  as  the  "interpreter".  During  our  stay 
in  Gotenberg,  I  got  acquainted  with  a  couple  of  boys  that  one  day  fooled 
me  into  a  disorderly  house  where  a  girl  started  to  get  too  intimate  !  I 
grabbed  my  cap  and  ran  out.  After  two  days  in  Gotenberg,  we  boarded  a 
steamer,  June  3rd,  that  was  to  take  us  across  the  North  Sea  to  Hull, 
England.  We  steamed  out  of  Gotenberg  Harbor  through  the  narrow  chan¬ 
nels  out  to  the  North  Sea.  The  weather  was  beautiful,  as  the  sun  shone 
from  a  perfectly  clear  sky.  We  stood  there  on  deck  in  a  shower-bath  of 
sunrays.  It  was  perfectly  calm,  the  water  laid  like  a  mirror.  It  was 
lively  on  board,  everybody  seemed  like  old  friends;  games  were  played 
and  everyone  was  making  Jolly.  It  seemed  like  we  were  all  back  home 
playing  and  dancing  around  the  May  pole.  A  fact  is,  that  nowhere  is  it 
so  easy  to  get  acquainted  as  on  a  journey. 


At  sunset  I  stood  at  the  railing,  watching  the  beautiful  sky  and  the 
atherland  disappear  on  the  horizon.  Should  I  ever  come  back  to  these 
shores ,  what  will  my  future  be  ?  I  would  have  given  part  of  my  life  if  I 

could  have  lifted  the  veil  of  destiny,  and  beheld  what  the  future  had  in 
store  for  me . 


I  have  never  been  of  a  gloomy  disposition,  but  I  have  often  taken 
pleasure  in  reflecting  and  dreaming.  As  I  stood  there,  lost  in  my  thoughts, 
a  powerful  youth  hit  me  on  the  shoulder  and  said  (in  the  Smaland  dialect):' 
"Do  you  stand  here  and  cry?"  This  brought  me  back  to  myself  and  I 
joined  the  noisy  crowd  of  young  people.  They  danced  to  their  hearts  con- 
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tent,  to  the  squeaking  tunes  of  an  old  accordian  till  twelve  o'clock, 
when  we  were  ordered  below  deck. 

After  two  days  of  a  pleasant  voyage  we  arrived  in  Hull.  We  were 
welcomed  there  with  a  cup  of  coffee  and  biscuits;  thereafter  we  were 
packed  into  a  train  and  taken  across  beautiful  England.  I  don't  know 
where  a  person  should  travel  to  see  scenery  change  so  much  in  six 
hours . 


Here  we  saw  the  prettiest  farms,  with  well  cared  orchards,  and 
fine  agricultural  land,  changing  to  high  bluffs,  rough  and  good  for  nothing. 
We  went  through  long  tunnels  in  the  mountains;  it  took  the  train  twenty 
minutes  to  go  through  the  longest.  Next  the  train  may  run  over  a  high 
trestle,  through  large  cities  blackened  from  smoke, > and  pretty  country 
villages . 

Towards  evening  we  arrived  in  Liverpool  and  were  lodged  in  a  so 
called  emigrant  hotel  which  was  surrounded  with  Jews  and  swindlers  try¬ 
ing  to  get  our  money.  We  stayed  here  four  days;  on  a  Thursday  we 
boarded  the  ocean  liner  with  sails  and  went  to  sea. 

Everything  went  nice  until  the  third  day  when  the  crew  started  to 
tie  up  everything  that  was  loose  on  deck.  The  upper  part  of  the  masts 
were  taken  down  and  everything  was  carefully  looked  after.  By  these 
preparations  we  guessed  that  a  storm  was  due  which  we  soon  found  to  be 
true . 


During  the  night  a  storm  broke  loose  that  I  believe  few  emigrants 
have  seen  the  like;  sails  blew  away  and  everything  loose  went  overboard. 
No  one  could  stand  on  deck,  even  the  crew  seemed  helpless.  The  sea¬ 
sickness  was  terrible  and  the  condition  among  the  emigrants  cannot  be 
described;  the  storm  continued  to  rage  for  three  days,  and  then  gradually 
died  down. 

It  was  now  so  cold  that  no  one  could  go  out  on  deck;  the  whole 
ship  was  covered  with  ice.  The  sky  was  clear,  the  many  icebergs  around 
us  glittered  like  gold  in  the  sun,  it  was  a  wonderful  sight. 

After  having  gone  through  another  storm,  but  not  as  severe  as  the 
first,  we  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada.  We  had  been  on  the  ocean  18  days 
and  19  nights.  The  food  on  board  the  ship  was  very  poor  and  we  young 
fellows  had  nothing  but  the  bare  boards  to  sleep  on.  We  were  told  in 
Gotenberg  that  we  did  not  need  to  buy  any  bedding  as  we  would  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  hammocks . 

Our  voyage  so  far  had  been  very  hard  and  tiresome,  and  our  train 
to  Chicago  was  not  any  better.  We  were  packed  into  coaches,  the  poor¬ 
est  I  have  seen.  It  took  seven  days  to  get  to  Chicago.  The  train  at  times 
went  so  slow  that  we  jumped  off  and  picked  flowers  along  the  roadside. 
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I  had  not  suffered  much  from  seasickness,  but  on  the  train  I  was 
very  sick  for  two  days  with  high  fever.  As  we  crossed  the  river  at  Detroit 
and  came  in  on  U.  S.  territory,  a  small  fee  was  asked  called  head  money; 
this  was  only  from  those  who  had  trunks  as  baggage,  so  I  was  not  included. 
Most  of  the  emigrants  protested  against  this,  they  believed  our  interpreter 
v^s  in  collusion  with  those  men  trying  to  collect  the  head  money,  and 
t  at  they  afterwards  would  divide  their  gains .  The  interpreter  was  in  for 
trouble,  and  had  not  the  police  come  between,  there  would  likely  have 
been  violence.  It  also  nearly  came  to  a  fight  between  the  emigrants  as 
there  were  two  elements,  one  willing  to  pay,  while  the  other  refused .  The 
head  money  was  finally  paid  and  we  were  allowed  to  start  again.  Our 
interpreter  disappeared  here. 

We  now  got  a  better  train  and  made  faster  time.  We  left  Detroit  at 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  arrived  in  Chicago  at  daybreak  next  mom- 
ing ,  June  2  3rd,  which  is  the  eve  of  the  Swedish  midsummerday .  One  child 
died  during  the  night  and  another  died  at  the  railroad  station;  one  man  had 
laid  down  to  sleep  and  stuck  his  feet  through  the  window  and  got  one  foot 
partly  tore  off,  he  was  taken  to  some  hospital. 

^  arrived  at  Chicago  I  only  had  four  dollars  and  a  few  cents. 
My  fmst  efforts  were  to  find  some  Swedes  so  I  could  get  some  information; 
but  this  was  not  an  easy  task  in  this  sea  of  humanity.  I  had  a  letter  with 
me  to  my  stepmother's  brother,  but  it  was  addressed  to  "general  delivery  " 
Ifound  some  countrymen  but  they  seemed  unwilling  to  help  a  newcomer  ’ 
One  said,  "What  do  you  want  here,  you  will  starve  to  death,  if  you  get  any 
work,  you  will  be  held  as  a  slave. "  Another  I  asked  if  he  could  show  me 
a  cheap  boarding  house;  he  said,  "he  did  not  have  time  to  bother  with  a 
greenhorn."  I  wondered  what  a  greenhorn  was,  but  a  newcomer  soon 
learned  that  word,  as  it  was  his  title.  Finally  1  met  a  man  from  Norway 
who  directed  me  to  Chicago  Avenue,  and  said  that  1  could  find  plenty  of 
u  I  ^  followed  instructions  and  came  to  a  small  wooden  church 

which  had  the  inscription,  Swedish  Emanuel  Church.  In  the  basement  were 
many  people.  I  thought  they  must  be  Swedes  and  went  down.  It  was  the 
Swedish  newspaper  "Hemlandet"  printing  shop.  Here  I  met  people  who 
were  willing  to  help  and  advise  a  greenhorn.  They  sent  a  boy  with  me  to 
a  Swedish  boarding  house,  I  was  promised  board  and  lodging  there. 

I  went  back  to  the  station  to  get  my  satchel,  and  found  that  a  shed 
or  storage  house  had  been  opened  to  the  emigrants  for  lodging.  As  I  had 
little  money,  I  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this.  This  was  our  midsummer 
•  eve,  June  23rd. 

I  saw  some  bricklayers  at  work  and  realized  that  I  was  not  capable 
ot  taking  up  this  line  of  work.  I  thought  that  on  the  coming  Sunday  I 
would  go  to  church  and  find  my  stepmother's  brother,  Peterson.  I  thought 
It  was  here  like  in  Sweden,  that  everybody  had  his  name  and  address  in 

the  church  books,  so  at  least  the  minister  could  tell  me  Peterson's  ad¬ 
dress  . 
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I  was  in  good  humor  and  courage,  but  anxious  to  get  to  work  and 
find  what  my  destination  was  to  be.  I  was  now  left  to  take  care  of  my¬ 
self  and  to  form  my  own  future.  1  had  reached  manhood,  a  new  chapter 
of  my  life  was  now  begun. 

1  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the  store-house  above  mentioned,  with 
my  satchel  under  my  head.  It  was  midsummer  eve  which  the  young  people 
at  home  thought  so  much  of.  A  pole  would  be  raised  and  decorated, 
called  the  midsummer  pole;  there  the  young  people  gathered  around  to 
play  and  dance  all  night. 

But  other  thoughts  came  to  my  mind,  what  would  the  morrow  bring? 

I  clasped  my  hands  in  prayer  to  Almighty  God  fonassistance  and  protec¬ 
tion;  then,  tired  as  I  was,  I  soon  fell  asleep.  About  midnight  we  were 
awakened  by  two  Swedes  who  wanted  to  hire  us  for  railroad  work,  they 
offered  two  dollars  a  day  as  wages.  The  fare  to  this  place  of  work  cost 
three  dollars  if  paid  in  advance,  otherwise  five  dollars  were  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  wages.  This  offer  was  tempting  for  a  greenhorn,  and  many 
accepted  it.  I  and  every  one  that  had  three  dollars  paid  in  advance, 
later  I  learned  that  we  had  been  swindled,  the  transportation  was  free. 

About  two  hundred  men  hired  out,  some  had  families;  we  were  put 
on  board  a  train  and  started  off  toward  the  West,  no  one  knew  whereto. 
Our  ride  ended  at  a  small  city,  Lewistown,  2  60  miles  from  Chicago;  from 
there  we  were  taken  3  or  4  miles  through  an  oak  forest  and  quartered  in 
barracks . 

The  next  morning  I  started  to  work  pushing  a  wheelbarrow.  The 
board  was  poor,  consisting  of  potatoes,  cooked  pork,  molasses  and 
bread,  and  a  substitute  for  coffee.  We  suffered  much  from  the  intense 
heat,  the  temperature  was  between  90  and  100  degrees  every  day.  The 
sudden  change,  the  intense  heat  and  bad  food  was  too  much  for  my  stom¬ 
ach;  I  got  diarrhea  that  had  after  ten  days  so  weakened  me  that  I  had  to 
quit  work.  I  now  had  time  to  go  around  and  look  over  the  surroundings. 
There  was  no  room  for  the  families  in  the  sheds ,  so  big  parties  were 
camping  in  the  woods.  If  they  only  had  money  to  buy  food,  they  were 
better  conditioned  than  we  in  the  barracks.  T^ese  parties  were  made  up 
out  of  40  to  50  families,  the  nationalities  consisted  mainly  of  Swedes, 
Germans  and  Irish. 

Accommodations  were  not  pleasant  as  you  can  understand,  but 
when  people  left  these  groups,  new  ones  came  to  take  their  places;  it 
continued  that  way  all  summer.  No  one  has  a  chance  like  an  immigrant 
to  witness  different  people  with  their  peculiar  national  customs  and 
habits . 

After  studying  our  conditions,  I  thought.  .  .can  this  be  the  America 
that  I  have  heard  so  much  about,  how  well  the  laborer  was  treated,  and 
how  easy  money  was  made.  I  had  been  told  that  in  America  only  such 
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food  was  eaten  as  we  at  home  had  at  festivals. 

The  worst  of  It  was,  we  were  swindled  out  of  about  half  of  our 
wages.  We  were  sent  to  work  In  different  gangs,  likely  to  confuse  us  as 
there  was  not  a  Swede  among  us  able  to  interpret  the  languages.  There 
was  nothing  to  do  but  take  what  was  given  us,  I  lost  five  dollars  on  this 
Job. 


I  got  acquainted  with  a  Danish  boy  who  helped  me  get  a  Job  as 
stonemason  for  a  man  who  had  a  contract  to  build  culverts.  This  Improved 
my  first  impression,  better  board,  regular  paydays  ($2.25  per  day)  but 
the  work  was  irregular.  We  lost  considerable  time  waiting  for  material, 
but  1  stuck  it  out  for  the  summer. 

In  the  fall  I  again  took  a  Job  wheeling  dirt.  Later  I  took  another 
Job  driving  a  team  of  horses  with  a  scraper  for  board  and  $15.00  per  month. 
But  I  have  never  been  a  "horseman"  and  did  not  like  this  job.  It  was  also 
my  duty  to  start  a  fire  In  the  stove  In  the  morning.  If  breakfast  was  not 
ready  on  time,  the  boss  would  get  after  his  wife,  even  slap  her;  as  an 
excuse,  she  would  say. .  .the  Swede  had  not  gotten  up  on  time  to  start  the 
fire.  I  thought,  "I'll  build  you  a  fire;"  one  morning  I  had  the  stove  and 
pipe  red  hot  and  It  started  to  bum  in  the  wall,  so  we  had  to  put  It  out 
with  water.  I  stayed  there  three  weeks,  then  some  of  my  friends  left  and 
went  to  Galesburg;  I  wanted  to  be  with  them.  There  came  a  rainy  day  and 
we  could  not  work;  the  boss  had  an  errand  to  Lewiston  and  said  I  could 
go  along.  I  hid  my  belongings  In  the  wagon  and  off  we  went. 

In  Lewiston  I  met  my  friends.  The  boss  grudgingly  gave  me  10 
dollars  for  wages,  also  lunch  and  a  drink  of  whiskey.  I  Joined  my  friends 
^d  stayed  there  about  a  week,  looked  over  the  city  and  had  a  good  time. 
One  day  we  met  a  man  who  wanted  a  gang  to  go  to  Missouri  to  work  on  a  * 
railroad.  About  20  men,  all  Swedes,  hired  out  to  him;  his  name  was 
Davidson.  A  couple  of  days  later  we  arrived  in  Alexandria  and  Davidson 
showed  us  a  restaurant,  and  told  us  to  fill  up  on  food  and  beer  as  we  had 
a  long  walk  before  us . 

Davidson  started  us  off  to  walk  the  railroad  bed,  raUs  were  not 
laid,  and  instructed  us;  "Now,  boys,  you  first  have  to  go  through  some 
s^mpland,  then  some  wooded  land,  next,  an  open  field,  then  again 
through  some  woods,  there  to  the  left  you  will  find  our  shanty.  He  ex¬ 
plained.  .  .1  must  drive  the  country  road  with  the  women  and  equipment. 

We  started  off.  It  was  getting  dark  and  It  started  to  rain.  Some  places 
the  railroad  bed  had  been  washed  out  and  we  had  to  wade  through  water 
sometimes  up  to  our  chests.  The  current  at  times  was  so  strong  that  we 
had  to  hold  each  others  hands  to  form  a  chain  and  not  be  carried  away  In 
me  streain.  The  rain  was  now  pouring  down  so  it  did  not  make  any  dlf- 
lerence  whemer  we  were  on  land  or  in  the  water.  We  commenced  to  feel 
tired  and  the  swampland  seemed  to  have  no  end.  Each  one  of  us  had  a 
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small  bottle  of  whiskey,  this  stimulated  and  helped  to  keep  up  courage. 

It  took  us  five  hours  to  get  across  this  swamp.  We  later  learned  that  it 
was  twelve  miles  across.  After  getting  across  we  tried  to  rest,  but  had 
to  keep  going  as  we  were  chilled  to  the  bones.  After  another  four  or  five 
mile  walk  we  found  the  shanty,  it  was  now  midnight.  Our  first  thought 
was  to  get  a  fire  started  which  we  succeeded  to  do;  some  of  the  boys  had 
kept  matches  dry  by  having  them  wrapped  up  and  carried  under  their  hats. 
There  was  plenty  of  wood  for  fuel  and  we  soon  had  a  warm  fire  going.  It 
had  stopped  raining  and  it  did  not  take  long  to  thaw  out  our  stiff  limbs. 
We  were  all  young  fellows ,  the  hardships  of  the  night  were  soon  forgotten 
and  the  party  was  soon  cutting  capers,  laughing  and  cracking  jokes.  A 
young  man  is  soon  rested,  renewing  his  vigor  and  enthusiasm.  An  adven¬ 
ture  like  we  just  went  through  was  only  a  little  joke  to  us  then.  After 
awhile  Davidson  arrived  with  the  women;  they  had  not  been  better  off, 
they  also  were  wet  and  frozen  stiff.  Tne  stove  was  soon  set  up  and  in 
operation  after  which  we  had  hot  tea,  bread  and  butter.  Our  supply  of 
whiskey  was  now  exhausted. 

Davidson  had  brought  our  baggage,  so  most  of  us  had  dry  clothes 
to  put  on.  We  sat  around  the  fire  which  was  fed  from  time  to  time  the 
rest  of  the  night.  Finally  morning  came  and  a  new  day.  We  took  a  walk 
along  the  railroad  bed  to  see  if  we  could  find  any  living  being  in  this 
wilderness.  After  a  fifteen  minute  walk  we  arrived  at  a  well  built  shanty; 
here  we  found  60  Swedes  and  a  Swedish  boardinghouse  boss. 

For  some  reason  Davidson  was  not  given  a  contract,  and  we  were 
divided  up  into  other  gangs .  I  got  into  the  Swedish  camp  where  we  had 
good  board  and  conditions  were  very  good  all  through  the  winter.  Last 
part  of  March,  I  quit  and  went  back  to  Galesburg;  here  I  took  sick  with 
pneumonia  and  was  in  bed  for  two  weeks.  With  the  help  of  a  physician, 
and  a  girl  from  the  old  country  who  took  care  of  me,  I  soon  recovered. 

As  before  mentioned,  I  was  not  competent  in  bricklaying.  I  could 
get  along  as  stone  mason,  but  there  was  very  little  of  that  kind  of  work 
in  this  locality.  I  knew  something  about  the  carpenter  trade  and  could 
probably  have  had  this  work  at  smaller  pay,  but  I  was  too  proud  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  I  was  incompetent.  So  I  worked  at  common  labor  and 
waited  to  see  what  the  future  had  in  store  for  me.  I  started  to  work  for 
a  farmer,  but  did  not  like  the  place  and  left  the  same  day. 

In  the  spring,  1869,  I  took  a  job  as  a  section  hand  and  was  sent 
back  to  Lewiston  where  I  had  been  the  previous  summer.  Here  I  met 
several  young  people  that  I  knew,  and  spent  the  summer  in  an  agreeable 
way . 

Late  in  the  summer  I  was  bothered  with  some  kind  of  an  eye  disease 
that  caused  me  much  suffering  and  expense. 
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August  2  6th,  my  21st  birthday,  we  ran  Into  a  freight  train  with  our 
hand-car;  we  had  to  jump  to  save  our  lives. 

My  parents,  sisters  and  brother  were  considering  coming  over  to 
this  country;  I  sent  them  $45.00  as  a  help  on  the  journey,  but  they 
changed  their  minds . 


In  the  fall,  I  left  Lewiston  and  went  to  Elmwood,  a  railroad  was 
being  built  there.  Here  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  squeezed  between  two 
dump  cars,  luckHy  my  injuries  were  not  severe,  as  I  was  laid  up  only  a 
week.  February  1st,  I  finished  here  and  went  back  to  Lewiston  and  got 
a  job  on  a  gravel  train  as  brakeman.  One  rainy  day  another  fellow  and  I 
were  the  cause  of  the  crew  quitting  work,  I  was  fired. 

I  now  went  to  Browning  and  took  another  railroad  job;  it  was  the 
worst  life  I  have  ever  experienced.  We  were  thousands  of  men  in  bar¬ 
racks,  in  a  wHd  forest.  Every  man  was  lousy,  fights  and  disorder  broke 
out  everywhere.  Blind  pigs  were  thick  in  the  woods.  I  thought  if  ever  I 
^t  out  and  back  to  civilization,  I  would  never  take  another  railroad  job. 
Ihe  railroad  was  finished  In  three  months,  but  we  had  only  been  paid 
once;  we  worked  but  no  more  money  came.  One  day  about  five  hundred 
men  marched  along  the  tracks  carrying  a  banner  with  the  inscription 
Everyone  Interested  in  getting  his  money  should  meet  at  Browning  the 
following  day  at  one  o'clock."  This  demonstration  was  a  noisy  one 
some  were  blowing  horns,  some  pounded  on  tin  pans  and  everyone  made 
as  much  noise  as  possible. 


The  next  day  at  one  o'clock  we  were  about  three  thousand  men  in 
Broking.  It  was  decided  to  stop  the  train  which  we  knew  was  coming 
with  provisions  and  rails.  If  this  did  not  bring  results  in  2  4  hours,  we 
would  tear  up  the  railroad  bed  and  carry  the  rails  to  the  river.  A  red 
handkerchief  was  used  to  flag  the  train  and  ties  were  stacked  up  on  the 
tracks.  The  train  stopped  and  the  conductor  jumped  off  to  clear  the 
^acks,  but  a  few  men  got  hold  of  him  and  told  him,  if  he  valued  his  life 
he  should  stay  where  he  belonged.  Meanwhile  a  stack  of  ties  was  also  ' 
piled  up  behind  the  train  to  prevent  it  from  backing  away.  The  engineer 
told  us  that  he  had  expected  this  and  thought  it  was  a  shame  that  the 
company  did  not  pay  us.  He  bartered  if  we  let  him  go  back  to  Beardstown, 
+  report  conditions  and  he  thought  we  would  get  our  money.  We 

told  him  to  go  back  and  report  that  if  we  were  not  paid  within  2  4  hours 
we  would  tear  up  the  rails  and  throw  them  in  the  river.  We  now  went  back 
to  Browning  a  small  steamboat  station  with  about  a  hundred  houses,  on 
the  Illinois  Wver.  The  people  had  locked  themselves  in  and  no  living 
being  could  be  seen  on  the  streets.  The  two  saloons  were  locked,  but 
tney  had  to  open  up,  otherwise  doors  and  windows  would  have  been 
smashed.  Luckily  the  saloons  did  not  have  a  large  supply  of  liquor,  so 
after  four  hours  the  supply  was  exhausted. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  train  with  paymaster  and  money 
arrived.  Money  was  paid  out  for  three  days,  night  and  day;  this  was  in 
1871. 


1  now  went  back  to  Lewiston  and  worked  on  the  section,  for  the  same 
railroad,  close  to  a  place  named  Tablegrove,  but  in  the  fall  wages  were 
cut  and  I  left.  I  then  went  to  work  on  a  farm  for  two  months,  a  parson 
owned  this  place.  It  was  a  good  place  and  I  intended  to  stay  for  the 
winter,  but  I  got  a  letter  from  home  stating  that  my  brother,  August,  was 
coming  over  from  Sweden. 

Another  brother  of  my  stepmother,  Carl  Peterson,  had  also  emigrated 
and  my  brother  was  now  staying  with  him  in  Chicago,  1  sent  my  brother 
money  to  come  to  me,  but  he  never  received  my  letter.  I  decided  to  quit 
my  job  and  go  to  Chicago;  I  found  my  brother  with  the  Petersons  ,  brothers 
of  my  stepmother.  One  of  these  Peterson  brothers  I  had  tried  to  locate 
before  as  I  had  a  letter  to  him  from  my  stepmother.  We  had  a  good  time 
together  and  I  soon  felt  at  home  in  Chicago;  we  stayed  with  the  Petersons 
over  New  Year's  Day,  18  72  . 

In  February  I  got  a  job  in  the  Illinois  Central  Carworks  as  a  black¬ 
smith's  helper.  Brother  August  got  a  job  taking  care  of  a  place  with  a 
horse  and  cow.  In  the  spring  he  also  started  work  at  the  carworks.  To¬ 
gether  we  moved  in  with  a  family  that  had  just  come  over  from  Sweden. 

We  were  now  acquainted  with  some  Swedish  boys  and  girls,  so  we 
had  plenty  of  company  and  enjoyed  ourselves. 

The  same  year,  in  the  fall,  1871,  we  had  the  historic  Chicago  fire, 
a  spectacle  that  I  never  will  forget.  One  Sunday  we  were  down  to  the 
city  and  had  our  pictures  taken;  we  paid  ten  dollars  in  advance  as  we 
wanted  the  pictures  sent  to  us  when  they  were  finished.  On  the  way 
home  we  heard  fire  alarms  and  saw  flames  after  dark,  but  paid  no  atten¬ 
tion  as  it  was  a  common  occurrence.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
our  landlady  woke  us  and  said  she  thought  the  whole  city  was  burning 
up.  The  fire  in  the  evening  had  been  put  out,  but  another  had  started 
about  midnight  which  developed  into  the  "Big  Chicago  Fire".  We  dressed 
and  walked  toward  the  city;  it  was  a  scene  that  I  will  not  try  to  describe. 
Twice  I  was  near  getting  into  accidents,  after  which  I  thought  it  best  to 
keep  at  a  distance.  I  can  say  that  I  have  seen  the  world's  greatest  fire. 
The  photographer  to  whom  we  had  paid  ten  dollars  was  burned  out  and  we 
never  saw  him  again. 

Sometime  in  the  winter  of  18  72  ,  I  got  another  job  in  the  same  shop; 
this  was  piece  work  and  I  made  good  wages,  but  it  was  hard  work. 

In  February  my  brother  was  taken  sick  with  pneumonia  which  was 
severe;  this  caused  me  much  trouble,  worry  and  expense.  My  brother 
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never  recovered  fully.  The  doctor  advised  that  he  should  not  go  back  to 
the  shop,  so  he  went  to  work  for  a  gardener,  so  as  to  get  the  benefit  of 
fresh  air. 

April  1st  I  was  promoted  to  another  job,  to  shear  steel  and  iron  to 
Its  proper  size,  weigh  and  keep  a  record  of  how  much  was  used.  It  was 
a  good  Job,  but  much  to  keep  in  mind  and  often  hard  work. 

I  was  now  at  the  height  of  my  youth;  I  had  many  friends,  everything 
was  play  and  sweethearts  were  not  lacking. 

In  the  month  of  May,  I  got  acquainted  with  a  girl  from  Wemamo, 
province  of  Smaland,  Sweden.  It  was  love  at  first  sight,  a  love  that  I 
felt  would  never  fade  or  die,  a  love  that  could  not  be  conquered,  a  love 
that  would  last  "tUl  death  do  us  part." 

Love  begins  as  a  spark  from  an  immortal  flame 
fanned  In  surroundings  of  sublime  ecstacy. 

It  is  fashioned  to  guide  the  heart 

through  the  crowded  canyons  of  a  busy  world. 

In  prayer  we  lift  ourselves  upward 
but  with  love  the  heavens  come  near, 
and  she  gets  a  glimpse  of  eternity 
that  purifies  the  heart  unconsciously. 

A  beam  of  light  shines  from  God,  our  Father, 
that  brings  magnlficense  to  our  lonely  soul. 

(Byron) 

From  now  on  I  had  but  one  aim,  to  at  any  price  win  this  girl,  but 
it  was  not  to  be  an  easy  task,  I  had  many  rivals,  both  handsome  and 
with  money.  But  after  a  well  planned  courtship,  I  was  victorious  and 
could  soon  call  Elisa  Christina  Carlson  my  sweetheart. 

One  rival  was  more  persistent  than  the  others,  but  after  promising 
him  a  beating,  he  stayed  away. 

On  my  sweetheart's  namesday,  July  2  4th,  I  put  a  ring  on  her  finger. 
We  were  now  engaged  and  appeared  so  in  public;  I  was  proud  as  a  king. 

A  new  era  in  my  life  started  now;  I  had  planned  to  remain  a  bachelor 
for  many  years,  but  now  my  only  thoughts  were. .  .the  object  of  my  love. 
We  started  to  plan  how  to  arrange  our  home  after  we  got  married. 

I  again  boarded  with  my  stepuncle,  but  I  did  not  thrive  there.  He 
was  a  heavy  drinker,  and  was  delirious  at  times;  this  made  it  uncomfort¬ 
able.  We  had  set  the  coming  Christmas  for  our  marriage,  but  as  it  was 
getting  more  and  more  disagreeable  at  the  Petersons,  we  decided  not  to 
wait. 
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On  Saturday  evening,  November  16,  1872  ,  my  sweetheart  and  I 
went  to  a  minister  named  Nyquist  and  were  married.  My  brother  and  four 
friends  were  all  that  witnessed  the  ceremony. 

We  had  thought  of  having  a  little  wedding  feast  or  celebration,  but 
there  were  several  objections  to  this,  perhaps  it  was  mostly  our  bashful - 
ness  that  prevented  it. 

We  rented  two  rooms  on  2  6th  Street,  close  to  Cottage  Grove  Avenue, 
Chicago,  and  lived  there  happily. 

An  incident  happened  that  does  not  belong  to  this,  but  I  will  men¬ 
tion  it  anyway  as  it  struck  me  as  being  uncommon.  The  morning  after  the 
marriage  I  went  back  to  my  bachelor  room  and  there  found  a  girl  in  my  bed 
with  a  new  bom  baby  in  her  arms,  she  was  a  girl  that  I  knew.  Her  sweet¬ 
heart  had  left  her  after  getting  her  in  this  conditon.  Well.  .  .her  labor 
pains  had  started  and  she  knew  tliat  I  would  not  be  in  my  room  as  I  was 
to  be  married.  She  went  in  my  room  and  there  gave  birth  to  her  baby.  She 
was  married  to  the  father  of  her  child  six  months  later. 

During  the  winter  we  Joined  the  Swedish  Salem  Church  and  were 
members  till  we  left  Chicago.  Here  I  organized  a  Bible  and  reading  class 
which  I  called  Swedish  Library  Society.  This  organization  broke  up  after 
I  left  Chicago. 

My  brother  had  been  working  in  Hyde  Park  (suburb  of  Chicago),  but 
now  moved  to  us  and  went  to  work  at  the  Illinois  Central  Car  works. 

In  Sweden  during  the  spring,  1873,  my  father  built  a  home  and 
moved  there  from  "Lilia  Herstad".  The  place  was  called  "Hammarslund" 
and  is  located  one  mile  east  from  the  town  Gamleby,  close  to  a  bay  that 
comes  in  from  the  Baltic  Sea.  While  building  this  home,  he  lost  his 
third  and  last  wife.  My  youngest  sister,  Clara,  then  stayed  with  father 
and  cared  for  him  until  his  death. 

This  last  stepmother  was  an  ambitious  worker,  a  good  woman  and 
a  good  helpmate.  As  a  stepmother  we  could  not  complain,  but  she  never 
gained  the  affection  of  us  children.  She  seemed  rather  cold  toward  us 
and  thought  more  of  her  own  family.  She  cannot  be  criticized  for  this  as 
she  was  already  50  years  old  when  she  came  into  our  home.  May  she 
rest  in  peace. 

If  there  is  anything  such  as  "bad  and  good  luck"  then  this  can  be 
said  about  father,  he  had  bad  luck  with  women,  even  financially. 
Catherina ,  whom  he  intended  to  marry  but  broke  with,  shortly  afterward 
inherited  quite  a  sum  of  money.  Frederika,  his  second  wife,  had  some 
inherited  money,  but  lost  it  all  on  a  brother  who  went  into  bankruptcy; 
and  if  father  and  Frederika  had  not  had  a  will,  her  relatives,  according 
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no/a  ^  ronow  tliiw  ;iowi  b^xj  ua«i  aii  «ia4J6l  ljuoda  t>fa« 
biuenatliiylJi^e  .dilw  ajioirf  \  naui  oi  baln^jni  etluiod^,  .  eoiisdiaO 
^moa  bed  »oliWj,bfW'»i»e  «dup  ba^liedoi 
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Ia  would  have  taken  half  of  what  father  had.  His  third  wife 

Maja  Stma,  had  nothing.  As  long  as  his  first  wife  (my  mother)  lived,  the' 
household  prospered,  but  after  her  death,  it  gradually  went  backwards 


1873,  our  first  child  was  bom,  a  girl;  she  was  christened 


July  2  7, 

Mna  Eugenia  She  came  before  due,  perhaps  on  account  of  a  defect" in 
ner  spine.  She  had  a  blister  over  the  spine  between  the  kidneys;  this 
blister  was  filled  with  a  fluid  that  the  doctor  said  was  marrow  from  the 
spine;  doctors  said  that  nothing  could  be  done  for  her.  This  was  hard  for 
my  wife,  no  rest  night  or  day.  Finally  the  blister  broke  and  the  marrow 
leaked  out,  after  which  she  only  lived  one  week.  The  Deliverer  came 
after  four  months  of  suffering.  Doctors  said  that  she  could  not  live  and 
if  she  did,  would  not  be  able  to  sit  up. 


were  young  and  inexperienced,  and  this  was  a  time  of  worry 

JnJjthVrf ^ considerable  expense.  I  have  never  experienced 
an^hing  that  could  so  torture  a  mother  and  father  as  to  have  a  child  bom 
with  a  defect,  it  never  left  me  for  a  moment  as  long  as  the  child  lived 
But  after  the  storm,  God  permits  the  sun  to  shine,  and  we  have  since  had 
two  years  of  happiness  with  many  friends,  health  and  prosperity 


During  these  two  years  I  worked  on  a  sewing  machine  of  my  own 
invention.  I  succeeded  in  making  it  sew,  but  could  not  finish  it  as  we 
decided  to  go  back  to  Sweden. 

In  the  winter  of  1874  we  received  a  letter  from  sister  Clara  that 
father  was  sick,  and  shortly  afterwards  that  his  condition  was  serious. 

y  brother,  August,  decided  to  go  home  and  help  them.  Soon  after  my* 
brother  left,  1  received  a  message  that  they  were  in  financial  difficulties 
I  immediately  sent  father  400  crowns  ($10  7.00)  so  he  would  be  able  to 
keep  his  home.  August  arrived  safely  at  home  and  was  a  great  help 

September'T*^^18°”  critical  and  he  passed  away 


First,  when  our  parents  are 
been  to  us . 


gone,  we  realize  how  dear  they  have 


plain  black  painted  wooden  cross  that  marked  his  grave  was 
the  following  verse  from  the  Swedish  Psalmbook  473:1-2  . 


"Now  1  wish  to  make  a  change,  I  want  to  Journey  hence 
to  a  land  where  1  know  I'll  be  content. 

I  have  suffered  long  from  fraillties  and  with  want; 
now  I  yearn  for  solace  and  this,  God  will  surely  grant. 

I  had  a  paralyzing  stroke  and  laid  in  distress  and  pain, 
'O  my  God'  how  anxiety  possessed  my  heart; 
but  now  I  am  better.  Your  nearness  has  inspired  me; 
healing  and  hope  have  come  my  way; 

Now,  Lord  Master,  thank  You,  lam  content." 

64 


^•53 
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mm  butiqo.^i  «e.l  •■e'^fnean  iiioY  ^leiJdd  mo"l  won  lud 
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During  father's  days  of  health  he  was  good  natured,  happy,  witty 
and  full  of  jokes;  in  the  community  he  had  been  considered  a  very  smart 
man.  He  had  been  a  "Jack  of  all  trades",  mason,  builder,  cabinet  maker, 
glass  cutter,  farmer  and  bleeder. 

In  those  days  in  order  to  keep  in  good  health,  an  artery  was  cut 
open  and  a  certain  amount  of  blood  drawn;  he  was  considered  an  expert 
bleeder,  as  they  were  called.  He  had  been  a  good  husband  and  father, 
but  he  had  a  weak  constitution  and  was  often  sick.  This  held  him  back 
in  the  struggle  for  betterment,  therefore  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
in  financial  distress.  He  went  through  much  worry  and  trouble,  losing 
one  wife  after  another;  this  also  depressed  hjm.  He  lived  in  peace  with 
his  fellow  man;  he  had  many  friends.  He  was  never  in  law  court,  he  used 
to  say,  "I  would  rather  suffer  than  gain  my  rights  by  quarreling."  Father 
had  no  schooling,  but  was  a  good  reader  and  a  fairly  good  writer;  he  pos¬ 
sessed  good  sense  and  Judgment. 

"Blessed  be  his  memories" 

The  same  fall,  1875,  my  wife  began  to  fail  in  health,  she  suffered 
with  asthma  and  other  troubles  that  came  in  spasms.  She  became  extreme¬ 
ly  nervous  ,  doctors  advised  a  change  of  climate,  preferably  the  old 
country . 

We  decided  to  go  back  to  Sweden.  I  wrote  home  to  my  brother, 
August,  to  buy  my  father's  place  "Hammarslund"  for  me,  which  he  did  for 
980  crowns . 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  1876,  I  held  an  auction  sale  of  our  belong¬ 
ings,  bid  our  friends  good-bye  and  started  on  our  journey  back  to  Sweden. 
This  journey  was  tedious  and  tiresome;  besides  my  sick  wife,  I  had  pro¬ 
mised  to  take  care  of  a  sick  man  whom  his  brother  was  sending  home  to 
seek  health.  This  man  caused  me  much  trouble  and  worry;  he  was  weak 
of  mind  and  had  to  be  watched  like  a  child.  I  had  his  ticket,  but  he  had 
kept  his  money  and  it  was  stolen  the  first  night;  otherwise  the  journey  was 
pleasant  and  the  weather  was  fine.  The  ocean  steamer  was  a  small  one, 
and  the  board  was  bad  and  not  enough.  In  Greenock,  Scotland,  we  had 
to  wait  a  few  hours  for  the  tide;  there  meat  and  potatoes  were  taken  on 
board  so  we  had  a  decent  meal. 

In  the  afternoon  we  steamed  up  the  River  Clyde  to  Glasgow;  along 
this  river  is  the  world's  greatest  ship  wharves.  I  believe  I  do  not  ex¬ 
aggerate  if  I  say  that  I  saw  2  00  iron  ships  under  construction.  Everything 
seemed  busy  and  there  was  a  hammering  and  noise  that  almost  was  deaf¬ 
ening. 


A  little  further  on  the  city  starts  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Next 
our  eyes  met  the  most  beautiful  scenery  I  have  ever  seen,  a  mixture  that 
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titma  Y'l^y  e  bdi!»&ienQD  b&d  tri  tuij  ol  to  li.;!  boA 

,ie»Xefn  J-widao  ^i^faliwd  ,rtoeam  ^’’aab^^Tj  ll^iss  iayei“  'b  (ta^  biui  hH  .aaic 
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ttpw  eti  di&ftb  aid  la  <»m!3  edl  ie  ,  inamtansd  -loi  edi  oi 

^  C-tUaoi  tf*fdv(n1  biifi  YTiow  fiouiu  ilptiouli  insw  »H  .soaxtalb  lelonenl)  al 
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,]>ebe^'<  pa  yaoS^o^  i4k>  no  boneitf  bne  tiYd->boo9  etiialtl  ii;o  bid  ^a^oi 
oiq  bad  i  ^eilw  doia  ym  aeblQsd  tamoeoiii  bne  anolbel  «aw  yamuoi  aiifT 
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makes  It  a  wonder  in  beauty  and  harmony.  Here  on  top  of  a  bluff  we  see 
the  ruins  of  an  old  fort  or  castle,  here  and  there  an  old  church,  the  hill¬ 
sides  are  dotted  with  beautiful  residences  of  wonderful  architecture.  The 
sun  shone  from  a  perfectly  clear  sky  against  the  foliage  with  a  greeness 
soft  as  velvet;  it  was  grand.  At  a  distance  to  the  west,  we  see  high 
mountains  with  heavy  clouds  resting  on  their  peaks. 

Our  trip  up  the  Clyde  River  at  this  time  of  the  year  will  never  be 
forgotten.  After  four  hours  we  arrived  in  Glasgow  and  were  transported 
by  rail  to  Hull.  I  was  disappointed  in  this  overnight  trip  as  I  missed  the 
famous  scenery  that  is  along  this  route.  After  two  days  in  Hull  we  em¬ 
barked  on  a  steamer  for  the  North  Sea.  This  was  the  most  pleasant  voy¬ 
age  I  ever  had;  the  sky  was  perfectly  clear  and  it  was  so  calm  that  the 
sea  lay  like  a  mirror  in  the  balmy  spring  air. 

The  day  following,  on  Penticost  Sunday,  in  early  morning,  we 
beheld  the  rocky  islands  off  the  Swedish  coast  gradually  emerging  out 
of  the  sea;  a  few  more  hours  and  we  were  in  Gotenberg  Harbor.  A  person 
experiences  a  mixture  of  feelings  when  again  treading  the  soil  of  fore¬ 
father  land.  We  stayed  in  Gotenberg  two  days  to  buy  a  few  things  and 
prepare  ourselves  for  the  last  part  of  our  journey. 

Here  I  found  it  was  a  mistake  that  we  had  returned  to  Sweden* 
everything  we  purchased  cost  so  much.  Customs  and  ways  of  the  people 
were  so  different  from  what  we  had  been  used  to  in  America. 

We  took  a  train  to  Jonkoping  and  arrived  there  the  same  evening, 
from  there,  a  distance  of  50  miles  to  Wernamo,  we  had  to  hire  rigs.  This 
way  of  traveling  took  much  patience,  at  every  change  of  horses  we  had  to 
wait  3-4  hours.  The  driver  usually  being  an  old  farmer  in  knee  breeches, 
with  an  old  skinny  horse  to  transfer  us  to  the  next  change  and  then  it 
would  be  the  same  thing  over  again.  Everyone,  we  had  anything  to  do 
with  begged  for  tips.  At  the  last  stop,  we  washed  and  dressed  up  so  as 
to  appear  respectable  on  arrival  at  the  home  of  my  parents -in -law.  With 
queer  feelings  I  neared  the  home  of  those  people  who  had  never  seen  me 
and  whose  son-in-law  I  was. 

I  wondered  how  they  would  receive  us  and  what  they  would  think  of 
me.  But  now  we  were  up  in  Alandsryd,  my  wife's  birthplace.  Alandsryd, 
a  farm  village,  is  located  two  miles  north  from  the  town  Wernamo,  it  lays 
igh  over  the  surrounding  country.  From  a  nearby  mountain  one  can  see 
over  14  townships  with  their  churchspires . 

drive  up  to  my  wife's  home,  no  one  seems  to  be  at  home. 
Christine  goes  in  and  finds  her  youngest  sister,  Anna,  sleeping  with  the 
cat;  soon  mother-in-law  appears  to  whom  I  was  introduced.  The  others 
of  the  family  had  gone  to  Wernamo  as  it  was  market  day.  From  traveling 
and  loss  of  sleep,  I  was  tired  and  I  laid  down  to  rest;  when  I  woke  up  I 
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vas  surrounded  by  the  entire  family.  I  was  introduced  with  lots  of  hand- 
ihaking,  welcome  and  good  wishes. 

We  stayed  here  three  weeks  and  I  must  say,  I  enjoyed  the  visit 
mmensely.  As  a  pastime  I  helped  with  the  rural  duties,  building  fences 
ind  the  like. 

The  last  part  of  June,  we  packed  and  bid  good-bye,  then  started  for 
ny  own  home  town.  Brother-in-law,  Sven,  drove  us  to  the  railroad  station, 
^here  we  took  a  train  to  Oskarshamn,  a  city  on  the  Baltic  Sea;  from  there 
we  continued  by  boat  to  Westervik.  For  the  remaining  14  miles  we  again 
employed  horses  as  there  was  no  boat  going  to  Gamleby. 

When  we  arrived  in  the  evening  at  our  new  home,  "Hammarslund" , 
we  only  found  my  sister,  Clara,  at  home;  brother,  August,  was  away 
working.  The  house  as  well  as  other  things  that  brother  August  had 
bought  for  us  was  more  plain  and  simple  than  expected.  Next  day  we 
went  to  visit  August  where  he  was  doing  some  mason  work  in  a  nearby 
village. 

The  following  Sunday  we  visited  my  sister,  Mathilda,  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Sandgren.  They  lived  in  Gunnebo,  ten  miles  from  Gamleby,  our 
home  town.  Christine's  sickness  continued,  we  now  started  in  earnest 
to  seek  a  cure.  We  consulted  a  doctor  in  Westervik  and  soon  we  could 
notice  an  improvement  and  she  gradually  gained  in  health  and  strength. 
Brother  August  and  sister  Clara  lived  together  in  "Hammarslund"  after 
father's  death,  and  August  had  taken  up  the  mason  trade. 

After  our  arrival,  Clara  went  to  Westervik  to  work  and  a  couple 
years  later  emigrated  to  America . 

I  also  went  back  to  the  mason  trade,  my  brother  and  I  now  worked 
together,  this  and  the  following  summer.  During  the  winter,  1877,  I 
worked  as  sawer  in  the  Gamleby  sawmill  and  in  spare  time  made  furniture 
for  our  household.  I  knew  a  little  about  cabinet  making  having  worked 
with  father  during  my  childhood . 

March  2  7,  1877,  our  first  bom  boy  arrived  and  was  christened 
Carl  Frank  Rupert.  Christine  was  now  in  fairly  good  health  and  we  lived 
happily. 

The  following  fall  my  brother  decided  to  go  back  to  Ainerica.  My 
two  sisters  and  I  went  with  him  to  Westervik,  and  there  bid  him  farewell, 
it  was  the  last  time  we  four  were  together. 

During  the  year  a  railroad  was  built  close  to  our  home,  this  helped 
to  make  things  agreeable.  I  fenced  in  our  house,  planted  an  orchard  and 
it  was  now  one  of  the  prettiest  places  in  the  community. 
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(Translation  of  document  on  opposite  page) 


AGREEMENT  for  GUARDIANSHIP  entered 
at  September  term  of  the  court  for  North 
and  South  TJUST  In  the  county  of  Gamleby , 
September  9,  1885. 


Presented  by  T.  A.  Torstensson  of  Ullevl  (lawyer). 

To  the  court  of  North  and  South  TJUST:  I  respectfully  petition  the  approval 
of  the  person  named  herein  to  act  as  guardian  for  the  minor  children  who 
are  bom  HILDEGARD  AMELIA  LARSSON,  the  11th  of  November  1864,  and 
CARL  PETRUS  LARSSON,  the  11th  of  August  1871.  The  stone-mason  G.  R. 
Carlson  of  Hammarslund,  whose  name  is  being  submitted  and  is  willing 
and  able  to  perform  in  this  capacity,  having  been  present  in  behalf  of  the 
minors  at  the  appraisal  of  the  estate. 

Hagnaset,  September  7,  1885. 

Sofia  Amelia  Larsson  (widow) 


I,  the  undersigned,  have  no  reservations  or  objections  to  serve  as 
guardian  for  the  minor  children  and  as  administrator  representing  the  widow, 
Sofia  Amelia  Larsson  of  Hagnaset.  A  declaration  which  is  attested  to  by 
the  witnesses  present  whose  signatures  are  attached  hereto. 

Hammarslund,  September  7,  1885. 

G.  R.  Carlson 

Witnessed  by:  T.  A.  Torstensson 
E.  Lindstrom 


An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  tool-sharpener  PETER  REINHOLD  LARS¬ 
SON,  deceased,  of  Hagnaset,  was  today  submitted  for  recording  in  the 
County  Court  which  names  as  his  survivors,  his  wife,  Sofia  Amelia  Larsson 
and  two  minor  children. 

The  request  of  the  petitioner  is  granted  and  I  do  hereby  appoint  the 
stone-mason  G.  R.  Carlson  of  Hammarslund  to  administer  the  estate  of 
the  deceased  tool-sharpener,  PETER  REINHOLD  LARSSON,  in  behalf  of  his 
wife,  Sofia  Amelia  Olafsdaughter ,  and  his  minor  children,  Hildegard  Amelia 
bom  November  11,  1864,  and  Carl  Petrus  bom  August  11,  1871. 

Stone-mason  G.  R.  Carlson  of  Hammarslund  is  hereby  Instmcted  to 
execute  this  mission  in  strict  accordance  with  the  law  and  governing 
regulations . 

Carl  Nordenstrom, 

Judge  in  the  District  Court  of  Gamleby 
59 
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So  went  a  few  years  of  happiness  and  peace.  I  worked  as  a  mason 
in  the  summer  and  made  furniture  in  winter,  which  I  sold.  Christine 
had  a  brother,  Johan,  who  stayed  with  us  and  worked  on  the  railroad  while 
it  was  being  built.  In  the  winter,  18  78,  we  accompanied  him  toAlandsryd, 
his  and  Christine's  parents'  home  and  stayed  there  over  Christmas  and 
part  of  the  winter. 

We  returned  in  February,  1879,  Johan  remained  at  home.  Although 
we  had  a  nice  home  I  was  not  satisfied.  America  was  in  my  thoughts, 
every  spring  I  had  what  we  called  America  fever.  In  the  spring,  1882  ,  I 
came  near  to  emigrating  together  with  my  cousin,  August  Anderson,  but 
it  was  too  hard  to  separate  with  the  family.  Christine  thought  a  separa¬ 
tion  would  be  unbearable. 

In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  I  joined  the  "Good  Templars"  and 
was  an  ardent  worker  for  Alcohol  Prohibition  for  five  years.  I  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  lodge  for  three  years  and  as  a  token  of  appreciation,  I  received 
a  German  silver  coffee  server  with  an  inscription. 

The  same  year  1882  ,  November  16,  our  second  son  was  bom  and 
christened  Ernest  Amandus  Fritjof;  he  was  weak  and  in  ill  health  from 
birth  and  required  much  care. 

In  the  winter,  1883,  an  Incident  happened  that  could  have  proved 
more  serious.  On  a  cold  evening  we  had  built  a  fire  from  oak  wood;  I 
checked  the  fire  too  early  with  the  result  that  the  room  later  filled  with 
gas.  Unmindful,  we  went  to  bed  and  I  fell  asleep.  Our  baby,  Ernest, 
cranky  as  usual,  awakened  Christine,  she  called  on  me  for  help.  I  got 
up  but  fell  to  the  floor  unconscious,  Christine  noticed  the  gas,  opened 
up  the  doors  and  sprinkled  water  on  me.  I  soon  revived  but  was  dizzy 
and  had  a  headache  the  rest  of  the  night.  I  had  sat  around  the  fire  after 
the  others  had  gone  to  bed,  so  had  gotten  the  full  extent  of  it. 

In  the  summer,  1884,  I  went  over  to  Denmark  to  work  and  later  to 
Lands  krona,  Sweden.  But  I  got  lonesome  and  came  home  about  August  1st. 

Our  son  Ernest's  condition  was  getting  more  serious.  He  passed 
away  "to  the  far  beyond"  at  an  age  of  nearly  two  years .  Frank  was  healthy, 
but  remained  delicate  and  did  not  develop  as  fast  as  could  be  desired. 

The  biggest  Job  I  had  while  in  Sweden  was  to  repair  the  Swedish 
State  Church  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of  several  hundred  people. 

This  work  I  did  in  the  summer  of  1885.  During  this  summer,  Christine 
made  a  three  weeks  visit  to  her  parents. 

The  following  years  I  had  plenty  of  work  at  home  and  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  townships,  mason  work  in  summer  and  furniture  making  in  winter. 

I  had  a  well  equipped  carpenter  shop  with  a  lathe  for  woodtuming  in  the 
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upstairs  of  our  home. 


1887  I  had  an  accident,  a  scaffold  broke  and  I  fell  thirty  feet  to 
the  ground,  together  with  mortar  and  timbers.  The  wrist  of  the  right  hand 
was  broke  In  the  fall,  my  left  arm  was  also  wrenched,  but  not  broke;  I 
also  received  other  minor  Injuries.  Christine  worried  much  over  my  con¬ 
dition,  she  tended  to  me  like  a  baby,  undress  and  dress,  feed  me,  fill 
my  pipe  and  put  it  in  my  mouth.  After  two  weeks  my  left  arm  had  recov¬ 
ered  enough  so  I  could  commence  to  help  myself.  The  doctor  who  set  my 
wrist  did  a  good  Job,  and  after  it  had  time  to  heal  was  as  good  as  ever, 
but  it  took  a  long  time. 

1  only  laid  off  one  month,  and  then  started  to  work  using  only  my 
left  arm;  the  right  suffered  from  this  work,  but  I  succeeded  in  finishing 
my  job. 

Now  again  my  thoughts  went  to  America,  my  arm  would  have  time 
to  heal  and  get  strong  while  on  the  journey. 

I  earned  more  money  than  the  average  man  of  my  class,  but  the 
Swedish  money  was  so  small  and  had  so  little  buying  power.  We  had 
improved  financially  a  little  every  year,  but  too  slow  for  the  work  and 
hustling  I  did.  These  were  the  best  years  of  my  life,  had  I  not  had  a 
thrifty  wife,  there  would  not  have  been  anything  left  to  save. 

A  death  in  the  winter,  1887-88,  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  of  a 
cousin  to  my  father,  Anna  Marla  Trybom;  she  was  mother-in-law  to  August 
Anderson.  She  stood  above  the  average  in  intelligence  and  good  judg¬ 
ment.  She  had  been  a  good  friend  to  our  family.  She  was  an  expert  in 
art  weaving,  at  times  she  served  as  midwife,  cook  at  festivals,  and  had 
many  other  qualifications.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Clara 
(Trybom)  Anderson. 

In  1888,  a  friend  of  mine  decided  to  emigrate,  he  urged  me  to  go 
too,  but  Christine  did  not  want  to  give  up  our  home;  here  she  had  recov¬ 
ered  her  health  and  thrived  so  well.  For  me  to  leave  my  family?  It  was 
all  I  had  to  live  for,  it  seemed  Impossible,  but  finally  we  decided  that  I 
should  go. 

I  prepared  for  the  journey,  but  as  the  date  for  our  departure  grew 
nearer,  I  thought  how  can  I  leave  my  dear  ones.  Surely  I  would  have 
changed  my  mind,  if  I  had  not  been  ashamed  to  show  my  friends  that  I 
was  so  weak.  As  a  protection  for  the  family,  I  insured  my  life  for  1,000 
crowns,  I  had  also  joined  five  mortuary  funds  which  in  case  of  death, 
each  p)ald  100  crowns. 

Everything  was  ready,  and  in  the  morning  of  April  10,  1888,  I  bid 
my  wife  good-bye.  We  had  decided  that  she  should  not  go  to  the  railroad 
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station,  because  we  were  afraid  we  would  break  down  at  the  parting.  It 
would  be  anything  but  pleasant  in  public. 

My  son,  Frank,  went  along  to  the  station,  he  was  eleven  years  old. 
At  the  station  were  also  a  few  friends  to  see  us  off.  When  the  train 

started,  I  felt  as  though  my  heart  was  going  to  break,  1  never  will  forget 
that  day.  ^ 

I 

At  almost  every  station  came  more  emigrants,  and  the  same  heart¬ 
rending  scenes  were  repeated.  Parting  of  husbands  and  wives,  children 
from  their  parents,  sweethearts,  brothers,  sisters  or  friends;  these  scenes 
seemed  to  give  me  comfort,  I  was  not  the  only  one  unhappy  in  this  world. 

I  said  to  myself;  brace  up,  you  have  nobody  but  yourself  to  blame  and 
you  will  have  to  bear  it.  But  I  was  disgusted  and  could  not  free  myself 
from  it.  I  believe  if  I  had  not  thought  that  I  would  have  been  laughed  at, 

I  would  have  left  my  company  and  returned  home.  But  I  had  sent  my  trunk 
ahead  and  the  party  looked  to  me  as  their  leader,  because  I  had  been  in 
America  before  and  could  speak  the  language. 


year  was  the  largest  emigration  to  America  there  has  ever  been 
V\^en  we  arrived  in  Liverpool,  we  found  2,000  Scandinavian  emigrants 
ahead  of  us  waiting  for  passage  on  the  White  Star  Line.  We  had  to  wait 
o^  turn,  which  took  ten  days.  We  used  our  time  to  look  over  the  city 
th^ere  was  much  of  interest  to  see,  museums,  art  galleries,  parks,  chur¬ 
ches  and  old  cemeteries .  We  went  through  everything  we  could  find  that 
interested  us. 

I  and  another  man  were  asked  to  serve  as  Interpreters  as  we  were 
the  ones  who  understood  English.  This  brought  us  nothing  except  that  we 
were  allowed  more  liberty  than  other  steerage  passengers  and  perhaps  an 
extra  treat  now  and  then.  It  was  more  trouble  than  it  was  worth,  as  every¬ 
body  thought  they  had  the  right  to  call  on  the  interpreter  for  assistance 
and  advice . 

A  Swedish  man  died  on  the  ocean  and  was  buried  in  the  sea  The 
Swedes  sang:  "Jag  gar  mot  doden  hvar  jag  gar,  "  it  was  sad. 

We  had  fine  weather  and  the  voyage  was  pleasant.  We  arrived  in 
Chicago  on  May  19th,  the  journey  had  taken  just  a  month. 

1  stonemason  for  the  Chicago  and  Alton  Railroad.  This 

Job  lasted  till  Christmas,  then  1  returned  to  Chicago.  At  first  I  was  very 
lonesome  and  suffered  with  homesickness  more  than  I  can  describe.  The 
ilrst  letter  I  received  from  home  stated  that  my  wife  was  sick  which  added 
to  my  mlse^,  but  later  I  had  better  news  and  gradually  my  homesickness 


It  was  a  very  hot  summer  and  I  suffered  much  from  the  heat 


In 
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«  .PditxfitT  ijs  ftwob  bIwow  blsilB  si9w  ow  .noUata 

.olldjjq  nl  irtBEftslq  JmJ  gpidtxm  9d  bluow 


.bio  aiBpy  nflvsid  *w  qd  .fiDtiou;  aril  oJ  pxicic  inaw  ^/loa  'iM 

nibM  9rfi  neifW  iHa  bu  t»tiB  ol  ebnahl  v^-el  6  oaie  »i<iw  nolsbia  adi  JA 
0  Jayiol  Ulv?  lavo/i  I  ,3lef»id  ai  G-ntot?  sbw  Mbdrf  YrtJ  dyuodJ  sa  lUi  I 

-naort  amce  jwb  twia  sTom  noii^^e  YidVO  Jaoalt  lA 

HB'ibiidu  »&9vlw  bnfi  ebaiidBud  to  pmh</i  .baiseqt^  oiow  s^ofioa 

aaoii!  \zbiVili\  lo  BidJtia  ^aiajiioici  itortJ  /noil 

. bliow  alrtj  nl  yqqfcrinu  ^no  ylno  ton  ftcw  T  ^jioinioo  Brti.9'/tc  Qt  l/Sinft»c 
UiB  ,9r*6ld  oi  liaaiiiny  nid  ybodun  avbd  t/oy  .qu  aoi^id  :il*>ay/ii  oJ  biaa  I 
liijttya  D9ii  loA  bluo«  bne  bq»iedoiii^  i 
»lii  frtrfpufil  nertd  9V«<i  biuow  I  J&ftf  .Jiilpuuri)  ion  bcii  t  il  avwlad  I  .it  moil 
iao  i)  \m  }a»tt  beri  i  luS  .  amod  t>arrisji9”.  bni»  vpwjmoo  \'iu  Jiai  aviMi  Wwow  I 
m  nMd  bsd  I  asucoad  .labaalHarft  «»  sra  oi  bajlool  vniiq  arij  twi*.  basdj 

,op6UQ«fii  orCi  ;<69qB  biaoo  ba©  aioled  ©oiiaoiA 

16V9  aorl  Bi&Ai  aaiiifuA  oJ  noilBit/tni::.  jaaoiat  aifl  »f>v/  ie»v  alilT 
kJirtipifl*®  n»iVftiUl5!rtOoa  OOD.S  bmroi  aw  .loo<ri»vU  ni  bavlwa  aw  n»rfW 
new  ol  bad  aW  . ^nU  aiij  oo‘»v«^ae*<l  ^ninew  su  lo  b6»ite 

^yjo  9rtl  19VO  ;<oo4  it»o  basso  aW  .eyab  ftol- dt>o3  daidw  ,irH/i  iwo 

-■fudo  »caui*i!fip  he  ^afuoaswm  ^oea  oi  to  fk>u.'n  B«w  oiortl 

tcdl  bttll  1^00  9w  ps'ttrily'java  riC'UOMti  Jnav^  aV/  .  aoiiwldmao  bio  bu©  Q©i1o 

.fto  batatnAiai 

M9W  sv»  rib  9,\»Jmqdoirtl  8©  avioa  pi  ba;«Ba  aidw  oaqt  ladJono  bo©  I 
aw  iftiU  hjsoxd  cnidtcM)  ©b  Jdeuotd  at^O'  .rtailpiili  booJftiabnu  odw  anno  a<U 
nb  attfifi'ioq'bau  tit>paf>EBasj  aoci9s»B  3«iio  iradl  ynsdll  «tom  bawoiU  artaw 
-yiavi»86  ,rinow  B«w  It  niwti  oidwoil  moot  abw  il  .rtoiU  bra  won  lead 

a/^fifet8iaB6  loViojMnqjattTi  orb  no  Uao  ot  fripiii  aitl  liatl'yant  bipt'Oili  ybo<d 

.•otvbb  baa 

arfr  .Bpa  oHi  Hi  batuid  sow  ba«  ir-  b^b-nber  dntht'^'^ 

.fii.e  Ufiw  it  '’.life  vSi  tovd  iriobob  JortT i60  W*  4abow3 

ni  bavtnt  aW  .ineafiolq  sov/  apeyov  oiti  btia  lartJaaw  anti  bad  »W 

.difloio.©  ieot  nodal  fend  yomuol  aril  ,ri36I  yaM  «o  opaolnO 

Birtr  .bholkaK  rioilA  hftn  opaolriO  n'li  lol  *iofcamanot«  a©  luo  badu  t  ^ 

Yiav  nt.yf  Y  rriu  ik  br  I  noiti  ^BfnugLvp  liii  imitd  <k»A 

swfr  ,©diKJit'^  ata  I  ©6ril  oio«ti  a^  WWoioarK  rt  xtjlw  bub  a«<3aMniirl 

babbn  titiiriw  dbta  a©w  eUw  ym  ^bd  towl  ha/Hfor.l  lolltil  ibtU 

e.«©»oH>Jm»mori  tia  yllabo/iiB  h/io  KWlri  'JiSlla?!  bari  t  to*dl  3ud  y«  CJ 

■y'  .btiAaqqeuib 

ftr*  »^tssj<l  arii  iuoil  risvuni  tjaiaitv::  I  laiiB  ioWrftt/8  1(Sd  ‘oov  a  aaw  ll 

se 


« • 


.  1  ^ 


I 


Springfield,  I  became  overheated  and  had  to  lay  off  and  be  in  the  care  of 
I  a  physician  for  a  few  days. 

I  December  2  3rd,  1  was  back  in  Chicago  and  lived  at  the  Svea  Hotel 

!  through  the  winter,  together  with  some  friends  from  home.  The  winter 
went  and  as  I  was  with  friends,  the  homesickness  did  not  bother  much. 

1  had  done  fairly  well  during  the  summer,  I  sent  home  over  $400.00,  be¬ 
sides  some  presents,  and  had  enough  left  to  live  the  winter  through. 

I  was  together  a  good  deal  with  my  cousin,  August  Anderson,  and 
his  two  brothers -in-law,  Victor  Johnson  and  Carl  Roos .  Carl  Roos  later 
went  home  to  Sweden,  he  had  his  family  there.  I  sent  with  him  a  pair  of 
shoes  for  my  wife  and  a  diamond  pointed  gold  pen  for  Frank. 

One  day  a  fellow  stole  my  overcoat  at  the  hotel,  I  had  him  arrested 
and  prosecuted.  In  March,  I  started  to  work  for  the  Strom  Manufacturing 
Co.  as  a  carpenter,  together  with  my  cousin,  August  Anderson.  I  stayed 
there  till  May  17th. 

During  the  summer,  I  worked  around  Chicago  suburbs,  I  could  not 
work  in  the  city  as  I  was  not  a  union  man.  The  work  was  not  steady,  but 
my  earnings  were  larger  than  the  preceding  summer. 

First  part  of  November,  1889,  I  packed  up,  bid  my  friends  good-bye 
and  started  for  Sweden.  The  journey  was  pleasant,  weather  was  fine  and 
I  was  in  Gotenberg  in  14  days.  V\/ith  my  heart  full  of  joy,  I  again  put  my 
feet  on  my  native  land.  I  thought  I  now  had  enough  of  America  and  I 
would  stay  in  Sweden  the  rest  of  my  life,  but  such  was  not  to  be  my  fate. 

In  Gotenberg  I  bought  my  wife  a  muff,  a  fur  collar,  some  goods  for 
a  dress  and  a  watch  for  Frank. 

As  my  wife's  parents'  home  was  on  my  route  home,  I  wanted  to  stop 
there  for  a  short  visit.  I  arrived  at  Wernamo  after  dark,  a  darkness  that 
I  have  never  seen  the  like.  I  wondered  how  I  should  be  able  to  find  my 
way  the  two  miles  to  Alandsryd;  but  I  succeeded  after  considerable  trouble . 
I  got  off  the  road  several  times,  once  getting  into  a  manure  pUe,  another 
time  into  some  thombushes . 

They  all  welcomed  me  and  were  glad  to  see  me,  especially  mother- 
in-law.  She  was  overjoyed  with  happiness  at  seeing  me.  I  stayed  there 
a  few  days,  then  on  a  Friday  evening  I  started  for  home.  The  train  seemed 
to  go  too  slow,  I  was  overanxious  to  get  home  and  sometimes  felt  like 
jumping  off  and  running.  I  arrived  in  Gamleby  at  dusk  the  next  evening. 

Christine  and  Frank  had  taken  a  train  to  the  next  station  to  meet  me, 
but  had  failed  to  find  me.  They  then  took  the  same  train  back  that  I  was 
on;  we  got  off  the  train  about  the  same  time  in  Gamleby  and  soon  we  were 
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io  9Wt>  efU  nl  ad  biu*  Uo  bd^Sditiavo  I  ^bi&i\gntjq^  ! 

<  \  .  jjy^b  Wfli  6  -jut  lusioi ayrtq  fi  I 

laJoH  «av?.  4rtT  it  t>3vU  hnt  otfeolriO  nt  ;!lofid  afw  I  ,}»$X  vjdfn&oda 

TSjnlv/  .3*nort  moTl  »bnaul  ^ujoa  ttitw  jai>rii»e<5i  arti  ripi/cmlj 

.iftjutti  JOii  blh  aa»a5tr>i60fl:ort  »itJ  itJtvrr  acw  1  a>  bnt  Jnaw 

*ail  *00.0D>$  id^  affiori  tas&  T  »id<iimoa  Uaw  s^hUi  artob  b&ri  I 

.rfpuoiclt  loJcUw  orii  aviJ  pj  d^uojia  bftti  bdft  ^sinacaiq  anftoe  eabls 

bnc  ,xK)eirtlHi/v  i^uguA.  vXUauvro  ytn  rt:iw  lcai>  l:x>»w  e  virita^-ji  4i«w  1 
latbJ  qooH  hfiO  .aooH  hfiO  l>ne.  rroanfk)!  ^orjjV  .wtsf-id-ciajiloid  owJ  eW 
\o  5i/s<i  £>  wtil  Ait^  Jaaa  I  .ariadi  yltnjol  eld  bbil  ori  vaafiawB  oi  aoiod  Jnow  | 
.  ACiin'i  naq  Wot*  bafnij^q  bnomwb  »ltw  ym  toi  eeodi 

baJeaniS  miri  bed  1  ^iBicni  ttil  it  laociiavo  ya«  elolfi  woMiBii  e  yob  enO 

IT  dliHifiM  osoiiS  3ili  laJ  diow  oi  b**Jxjrf«  I  »do-ioM  fd  ,imluoj»»OTq  bfia 
h»y«e  r  .uatr.wbftA  r^uguA  ,id*.uorj  vm  fCUw  latlJevoi  »i(OJif£>qi<io  e  tfi  .oO 

.rttTJ  yeM  Ibl  ariad) 

Joti  Wyco  I  ^bdiuduii  o'setHdO  bmKjie  baMiow  i  »i»nuwc  edJ  tfninja 
iwa  .♦<>«  sBw  \)(iaw  e»t^'  .r6!:|i  tjoifiu  &  ion  «<iw  J  ea  yJlo  «di  ni  ;(iow 

.neniRug  enib^*eiq  edi  nedi  ie.t>nJtned  \m 

evd-bopp  ab«t)lii  xqi  bid  beo(36H  I  ,  6881  .lai^lmovoW  \o  r»eq  win 
bne  aall  etjw"  lo/lusow  ,j>TeRkaI,q  iiiJW  ye/JiMol  &rtT  .aabewa  iwl  !x^ibi«  bne 
yin  Jup^ntfi^e  f  '  Ip  Hi/l  riead  ym  dblVv  .e  /nb  M,  al  B>itKiu»lop  ill  afiw  1 
I  bnr.  .CO! lOiM  ^o  rtquona  bod  won  1  tdpuodj  1  .bnai*  avlJiin  ym  po  leal 
.ait*  yflt  aJ  oi/ipft  eew  dDU.B  ind  y«i  io  laoi  odt  ndbeyyS  nl  >f!>ie  bluow 

fol  stx^oy  emo8  .lotloo  tul  t  ,liu/n  a  etiv.'  ym  Jrlei/od  .1 

tol  iloidw  e  bna  naaib  a 

qoiaol  barnew  I  iiwoii  eiuoi  yin  no  ^ew  etuod  *ftjiiaieq  ^‘allw  yni  aA 
Jttdj  aiia/Tdieb  e  ,d»6b  lelio  omj>ineW  it  bavnne  I  ,)iBlv  nori«  a  tol  cnerti 
yUf  biTii  01  ^Ide  f/d  biuorfe.T  woni  b»H>b«ow  1  .aHU  ortJ  wV&n  oved  I 
,oJduoii  laldeiwbiadto  tdjie  btjbawooue  t  iiid  ibyiaLaiilA.  ul  iuDdi  owl  adi  ynw 
laillone  siwiiera  c  ofm  pAniat'  nono  ^aemil  teisjvoii  he<>i  t*di  llo  lop  I 

.aed^judiuodl  etnos  olrU  »iuii 

-i»i4Jo;n  yliiiloixiHe  .om  o5  belc  a'^ow  bnr»  9(p  iio  nooiev  iU^  yo/fl 
atods  1  ffni  ^fioaO'Jft  aBOfrtqqnd  flttw  boycl^'j'ivd  C9w  4d8  .wal-nl 

bomoat  oiBii  oifr  . qirtfid  ^of  1  &‘Uijpyo  • 

n  adiljial  u»>iTJU:^<l«^^btie  oi,  ilviaa  odi  t>p  oj 

.S'HV>t»v®  >0  YdblinMtJ  Al  bovitie  I  .pnuiia  i  hite  ^>o  pnlqmui 

«ii(ttt»«M|}  ol  notioii:  JXtw  ecU  ol  nieil  e  itadel  bed  Mabn'i  tme  tiaiinltdO 
now  I  iciU  Jiuyi  Wuii  0n)e&  iopJ  nart)  yoifT  .om  boil  oi  bofMl  b^rt  lud 
9\jtw  »w  noon  tggne  vdelMiW  tu  aoiii  adJ  nimi  ertt  tto  rog  ew  tno 


Key  wind  pocket  watch  with  separate  protective  case  was  made  1775-182  5.  Car 
Johan  Andersson  carries  this  timepiece  In  photo  above,  It  Is  now  in  possession  c 
his  great -great -grand son,  Richard  Allen  Carlson. 


GUSTAF  REINHOLD  CARLSON  at  age  40 


CARL  JOHAN  ANDERSSON 
father  of  Gustaf,  shown  with 
his  third  wife,  Maja,  whom  he 
married  In  1867,  photo  taken 
about  1870,  MaJa  died  1873. 
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Above  -  1900:  Friends  and  neighbors  at  "Hammarslund , "  note  the 

solid  granite  on  surface  In  left  foreground. 

Below  -  Neighbors  and  youthful  friends  of  Carl  Frank  Carlson  on  a 

Sunday  outing . 
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•rt)  tuofl  .4* 

.  b«ui««Ui«io}  tui  t«i  no  oUa* 

B  no  n«9tvi0  itanTi  it^lAHiwie  <*afi  ^  yfioM 

,\rfilTuO  •fftn.-WK 
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<> 


Above  Standing  in  center  Is  PETER  URSSON  with  other  friends. 
Below  —  peter  UlRSSON  and  helper  hauling  fertilizer  to  the  field. 


I 


‘  '  ■i> 


^  each  others  arms.  I  was  now  to  enjoy  a  few  weeks  nf  in  m,  h 
One  of  those  periods  that  have  come  li  my  llirb^fa  few  JtoL  wheri®' 

m°y“dear  o°n”s  but  enjoy  myselt  with 

quite  smur?o%'’ha;d'?!i™®  my  absence,  been  In  good  health,  and  become 
too  Lin  kr  her.  her  at  first.  Her  clothes  had  gotten 

the  ^  contractor  came  to  hire  me  (1890)  for  mason  work  In 

bu^  about  ten  miles  from  home.  I  made  good  wages  there 

“l  st:y^fd^ll?Sh^^^^^^^^^  --  to  another  to^wn,  Gun^nebo, 

Jhat  mopiLi'aL  t  s  iLd'.  'chn'sT^eToortili  ve%"aLd"pTeta7ed 
journey,  about  160  miles;  the  funeral  was  to  take  place  February  25. 

with  horse  and  buggy.  irthL°i(Ll‘LeXn7Ll%"lorm‘y“L^Liluanv  li 

lru^yLLu^^XTfLs^\^:LrL^^^^ 

At'SiilLi'^°"'  custom,  but  worthy  of  the  memory  of  the  deceaLd^" 

but  at  ie  Hm  f  ‘°T-  ^ad  now  dlsappLred 

but  at  the  time  of  my  youth  and  before,  they  were  Just  as  popular Lere'. 

custom’s-iJit^rerneTi^oig^L^^e^Lli" 

slssaSSisS"^. 

iSS?SlssS:=SJSS 

"fLeitai  '^  honorable  to  bring  the  largest  and  most  delicious 

sHS’ri  SE’ 

breikfast  was  se™tL  "nL  fh  ®  «  “"e 

as  served.  Now  the  community  table  could  not  hold  any  more 
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1  nailw  ,aa«iil  v»»J  a  iv^  *Ut  Yoi  Jii  «««* >  overi  leila 

T.  ’,  »  .  >.«.  »c.<rt  Krt«  ir«t{nf  .  h^lAZi  116  tt 


1  iT^ilTW  ^  OwW  »♦  #  “  “  i#W  ^  V  t 

rfjiw  Jidev^iif  voidicun  t)b  ifaul  bns  xalej  .tsaid^  u» 


;o  woirtJ  bLuoo 
,  ftaflo  taab  yw 


amooad  ima » .'Uia-kil  fao?)W  nt  nt^  ,DOflaedtt  Y£fi 
iwtioi?  bisii  B^rffote  tsK  .3«rjfl  ,^,1 


ni  Jtttw  /lofe^yt  TCJ  ((^eSD'am.iailri  ^ 

td»fU  e»Q<®W  bcxj^  ^U/HU  1  ■'“ 

^odMinu^  ^nwoi  .^•x<Jo*ifccJ  l/in^ 


i 


,U*.  W.  -  ^  m 

.o^ncV.  mo?^  &aU(n  nai 


bviabmiiAifflcni  rt,;*e«i'viu  6  b©vlftp©i  ow  mAi 

baiiw^a  •w  .ki^  xvxv  CMiJ  :^t>i>J®eiUt£iii(:  >  baab  «tw  wefc-al-  itMtiom 

~woAC  a  bfif'  9<iJ  ,va«ua,(Wuoa  rtitv.'  Te^'  af*  wtiio 

oftiu’rwV/  ft*  u .iAa; m  Vila  t!»ort»r^  tiavM.Yi6  bW  .va^a  bailbatts  woiq 

al  yllaiiBu  ;i  b6  y/r^ofe  aaw  pnlit^^  l^rnorf  axil  sA  -#1^^  a  ia 

aiiltaiU  YiemtUfci^P  a/m  Ji  .  •^slr*^  v^'  *  dfcW?Jl  t.d 

.boBiM*o»b  Mb  to  Vfioai^ra  4rtii  io  Wdw  jb<'  .iVron  ftftr  ^ 

.beittoqqaalto  won  b«i>  ejEcat  ii(h«nu^  aeoriJ  .nwoj  itisorf  oup  ^ 

.oi»stt  Tatoqoq  aa  l«ul  aitfw-taflJ  ^aiolqd  bnfi  »Iw»oy  ym  to  o.nif  adi  to  >vd 

iv5 1 

atnolfiuo 


»d]  to  sa4>i  an 


o'^P  oJ  icnM4*^  ai  fcbij 

:*Mqooq  tUo  pHo//uj  btiltovatn  to^i* 


vBVUd  bn*  oeiod  miw  .oov8  .w»l-n*-imtoid  «><.nW»»« 
bnr^nol  Jo»l  ai  luod*  sew  9|.l*t  eiiiT  .ulde* 
no  '^’BoiTinaioi"  ntoril  toq  oi  ataeup  <wti  vi\  ebw  ftEOtjiiMt  iHi  .t*ww  J®«i  luoi 

•  -®s^  u»M«t>  to  afamd  J«T,mb  »w  bnliUsMO  yll*i.^ 

>ntoBq  p«I«  s^^nii  Joiwao  I  todi  tbm^t  torim  kto  ^*to(tp-h»4«d  sOfcfij^ 

*  ^irfeipfal&«»  bpitopPT  ** pal ntnot”  a  to  qu  iiftuiii 

tiddi  rfiHfoos  H)n  apw.  n  JooTp  no  i©b  e«w  Yiillua  t  n.lwdauorf 

jt  aa^pQBnoirs  tid  p»  bod  o^ia  siti  iii-i  pdi  od  ot  ‘ 

8Uotoltob.toom  fana  JW'eUl  adi  oi  DlJcit,^d  laoia  adJ 

'xb  ooubo'iq  ol  npftfow  odJ  iiaowipd  yilavn  rfoUm  <JtoriT  % 

ToSa  a»d  iiioAllw  JeoP  bud  •‘pntiwnoi-  tod  Jfi^  om  bloJ 

3dJ  yJ  idpbotd  iodii«  piow  "epninotor  aifl  .qnwo’o  2J 
•*  RontnOTO^'*  » la  Villa  tiorii  to  botoriu  WPa  otow  ypdi  io  ^aavIotmpfU  Jiiaopp 
ySSJJS  .avotooisiiito  budr.  bna  apmhbow  ,RUionui  ib  'f  om^auo  o^ 
loi  otofiiJ  old  a  t>,uioriP  botooe  lie  uiow  ow  .bovlTio  ayiiebjt 
sill)  *  U.s  b»v<Tt*  SMSUI/  I>»«V'>*  W'‘^“  »'*'  V'd'nof"  'tataai  • 

3Tom  \ae  bind  ion  bUK.  oWoi  Y^nomnwo  oni  woH  .bovioa  euw  iBaUtanU 


foren^lngs  so  they  were  piled  one  and  one  half  feet  high  in  some  olaces 

religious  service  was  held  and  then  the  funeraf  pro- 
ces Sion  went  to  the  cemetery.  After  the  burial  we  all  went  to  church^for 
e  Sunday  morning  sermon,  then  home  for  dinner.  This  dinner  was  to  be 
crown  of  the  feast.  We  were  seated  around  tables  arr^nged^  horse- 
oe  form,  it  took  two  hours  to  consume  this  meal.  Once  more  before 
supper  we  were  seated  and  served  coffee.  Supper  was  anoTher  big  mLl. 

Early  Monday  morning  brother-in-law,  Sven,  hitched  ud  his  hor<;p 
r  b^^and  laL^"^  neighborhood  to  call  on,  as  the  Bible  sa%,  both^^ 

during'S.fmornl^g"  s^now "use  wa^^^  crowded  a gaT^'  CLy'was 
span  mostly  with  eating  and  drinking.  The  following  day',  TuLday  only 

Thi,  f  they  bid  good-bye  and  depaSd' 

This  funeral  was  more  modernized,  there  were  no  alcoholic  drinks  seized 
I  was  tired  and  sick  from  all  the  eating  and  was  glad  when  ifwas  ov^r 

so  my  stomach  could  get  a  rest.  ^  wiien  was  over, 

»other':’°r^dt^ 

for\:rch'rirn^r  ::“lta'"re?^  ^-*'er 


"Blessed  be  her  memories" 

^  Alandsryd  we  returned  home  Ihe  re- 
^  A  winter  I  worked  at  home  making  furniture  When  sorina 

Sweden'^f  r  ^  °  ^  decided  I  would  stay  in 

Sweden  for  Ae  remailer  of  my  life,  but  I  could  not  help  but  compare 

^  best  one  I  had  in  Sweden 

eamini^'^^^  Alandsryd,  I  had  nothing  left  of  my  year's  ' 

Hfpa  ^  spent  in  Sweden  were  the  best  years  of  mv 

iad  not  had  economized  Aill  we 

thit  nff  t  1  ^  ®  2  ^^ything  worth  mentioning.  I  could  not  get 
T  /i  /  ^  thought  if  I  would  make  another  trip  to  the  S 

LTe  a.YeTt'l.  r'ln  ^  ^  taLpend- 

“Sj  do  ta  L  ir  q  1  accumulate  what  1 

?nH  ohl  ff^  7?  a  couple  of  years.  I  left  it  to  my  wife  to  decide 

nd  she  finally  gave  her  consent,  and  I  started  off  again. 

Chlcaio”Miy73'‘®f8‘?^‘'®,hl®  '  ^n-'ved  m 

^  May  1891,  there  I  met  a  procession  of  Swedes  that  were  on 
their  way  to  Llrtcoln  Park  to  unveil  the  statue  of  Carl  VorLinne! 
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a9:rf»la«/fK»8  ni  iosi  bne  aiio  beli^  tnaw  {Wii  oa  » 

-cm  le-wiTU^  ri^riJ  bne  blert  sow  o«>i>n*a  eiioi<?U9i  aaioa  JSbl;{tfa^ 
S*tloiod-j  oi  nrew  il«  0W  lixliiKi  i&tiA  .  vi^Jamso  aiO  o1  L  ^ 

oJ  SUV.  Torwjjb  sirfT  ...a^unib  loi  ^morf  n4»rfi  ^ 

-®eiari  m  be^neiib  ealdoJ  btuimt  boi^aa  aiew 

9iom  aynO  ,toe*w  amwenoo  ot  aiuoit  ow4  4(ooJ  Jt  ^nrrtt  son* 

.Iwi  eid  -wrtione  ecw.iaqqoU  .aailoo  bavise  bne  b^saa  »i«w  9<w  Tatjqua 

9810x1  etrf  qu  hK^xloJlxi  .  a«v8  .wsl-ni-v^xiioid  MabnoM  yI(«3 

djod  'w  SYise  s>WtP  9»U  ao  ,  no  IIbo  oi  S.toodicKiript«n  ^ 

i4o6d  smao  I'vwiio  «ili  .^dvtn  o/l*  lavo  b^YBje 

Bfiw  v«b  offr  ,nit?c«J  tobwoio  sew  »»8u&rf  odt  won  oe  ^»^Hiom  artJ  prtiwb 
vIjto  » Jbb3Qi>t-,  vfit)  ^tivroaM)\  9(ff  - fe-nUn^t>- boi*  wxiliw  jUiv#,  Jn^ 

,^ji9(i9b  bit*  dvd-boop  bld>'^i  baa*  ,ri«i  a.^ 

.boviasud'intj  oilorioola  on  tn^v.  aiedj  .hoMtnabooi  9H);»  ew  ^ 

19VO  aaw  11  iiorfir.oisle  yow  bnn  DCilop  U»j  <P«inl  iviz  biiu  bqnf.  aiiw  I 
*  A  liiu  bJOfy»  ii9f>€IO}*  vfi)  OB 


bn»  «liw  booj?  fldpa  bmi  .i^HorbaammuO  cvlel^U 
.•^Yol  \.ii  ’<d  bobiowai  aaw  bnp  aoi  V  dsurn  d^aril  ol  ^ 

I  ' 


•'Eanofnbni  larl  94  bafcetW" 


-91  odT  .artori  bd;Ti8ilBp  o’//  byiabnfiLi  iii  \»fti  jtosw  'xaidlofft 
wnbaqfc  jjdW  inixStfi«“«inoH  t«  bsrfloW  I  lelttlw  •xU 

/si  v»9fo  bl»ow  I  b«bt:^9b  I  tixd  .h  um  y'P  ct  •'tiB'i  calb  ‘f^  jS 

aiBflrtio ,  luvi  gjoji  ipftW^p-j  I  -im  io  ”'*Jf**^ 

nobavl?  nl  btirfl  9(10  J?od  cfHt  bail  lo^V  Jeai  axft 

8*T«*N  ym  ^  it9l  pnirtjofibfid  i  .bYTBbnalA  ol  qlw  aid*  ^ai^am  ibIVa 


.»U1 


vm  lo  Biii9Y  J«9tol  iub- wnw  naiT^^-VtV  xd  mf'4«  ban  t  i/i^y  ♦o®-/^**** 

•jw  illia  .tKixlmonooo  bod  aUw  t,nA 

i»e  Jo«  hlboo  I  .(imnoUno’f.iinciv.  ,  n^djvae 
.3  U  9fl:  OJ  qliJ  HiUuujitis  93* em  blnow  i  \i  irfpwodl  t  boft  biUHi  vm 
Vbxi'ihit'lK'l  5»JtJS  fi.iU  BU  iuq  OJ  9Vfi£  0)  ajdb  t»d  jttajnin  Wuow  1 

I  Iftilw  OJ  nobowC  ni  ai*-»Y  Y''‘a'»'  '•*^‘5’  bL«w  11  J«b«1  1* 

,^(^b^9Uw  Ym  Oi  1.  nol  i  .Ein9<  fe  BiqiiOO  a  m  .2,u 

.mpps  lio  baHiitlf  1  biiti  ,  Jnoumoo  i«d  av®©  vUanil  •n®  do® 

G 

01  btivma  i  .Bill®  lucxli,  eiB  ua  v^rnuol 
uo  ataw  J®dJ  e®b»wB  to  iiolA^oomq  »  loio  I  anraJlJ  jebi  ,*V  v®M  oc®wiwJ 
aoiuJ  ttov  Iiis:4  lo  BuJala  •il)  aavnu  oJ  :^l«‘9  nloanU  oj  y»w 


1 


I  now  intended  to  give  up  the  mason  trade  and  take  up  carpentry  I 
hired  out  to  Ulinois  Central  Car  Works  to  repair  freight  cars,  and  started 
to  work  June  1st  The  evening  of  the  same  day,  an  old  friend,  Franzen 
came  to  see  me,  he  was  contracting  in  Elgin,  Ulinois.  He  had  heard  ' 
through  friends  that  I  was  back  in  Chicago.  He  offered  me  a  proposition 
to  go  with  him  to  Elgin  and  do  his  mason  work  and  when  he  did  not  have 
enough  of  that,  to  work  as  a  carpenter.  I  accepted  his  offer  and  went 
with  him  to  Elgin,  I  started  to  work  June  3rd.  I  worked  for  him  only  a 
short  time  as  I  could  see  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  give  me  steady 
work.  He  was  not  contracting  on  a  large  scale. 

The  winter  1891-92  ,  I  roomed  together  with  a  man  who  had  been  a 
school  teacher  in  Sweden.  We  studied  together;  he  taught  me  Swedish 
and  I  taught  him  English. 

My  son,  Frank,  was  now  through  school  and  had  started  his  con- 
tlrmation.  Fie  wrote  me  that  he  wanted,  as  soon  as  he  was  confirmed  to 

become  a  sailor.  It  was  decided 

that  he  should  come  over  and  we  stay  here  a  few  years.  He  left  home 

^  ^  Chicago,  May  12th.  He  had  grown  con¬ 

siderable  and  his  voice  had  changed.  I  had  a  job  waiting  for  him  in  Elgin 
m  a  harness  shop,  to  learn  the  harness  makers  trade.  He  did  not  like  it 
he  was  only  paid  $2.00  a  week  for  59  hours  work.  He  quit  the  harness 
shop  In  the  fall  and  went  to  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Co.  where  he  secured 
a  job  as  errand  boy,  and  received  a  wage  of  fifty  cents  per  day.  He  did 
not  earn  enough  to  pay  for  his  board. 

Towards  fall  I  rented  three  rooms,  bought  some  second  hand  fumi- 
ture,  and  we  did  our  own  cooking,  but  it  was  tiresome,  there  cannot  be 
a  household  without  a  woman. 

f  winter,  1893,  I  had  no  work,  I  decided  to  try  Chicago.  I  sold 

the  turnlture  and  got  Frank  a  boarding  place  where  the  charge  was  $10  00 

lodging.  I  went  to  Chicago  February  15,  and  paid 
510.00  to  the  bricklayers  union  as  first  installment.  It  had  been  my 

thought  to  make  Chicago  our  future  home,  but  I  did  not  like  it  and  came 
back  to  Elgin. 

After  Frank  had  also  left  home  in  Sweden,  Christine  became  lone¬ 
some  and  we  decided  that  she  should  sell  our  home  there  and  come  over 
to  us.  She  sold  "Hammarslund"  for  1,000  crowns  and  held  an  auction 

other  personal  belongings  for  765  crowns.  She  arrived 
in  Chicago  AprH  19,  1893,  where  I  went  to  meet  her.  That  it  was  a  happy 
reunion,  I  do  not  think  I  need  to  mention.  After  a  two  day  vis  it  in  Chicago 

we  went  to  Elgin.  I  had  rented  a  cottage,  furnished  it,  and  we  were  again 
one  household.  ^ 
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I  .  <|u  aotf'J  btJft  dbBis  noa&Jii  udi  qu  »vlp  oj  woft  1 

batiftite  bft'6  ,  «Tii5  OJ  a^liiTiW  ’iftO  Ittilnsf^  sioffltO  ol  Juo  b«tlfl 

,n»Xrt*rt1  »t>ffat-il  hl^rne  xYbb  annse  «tlJ  lo  oalnova  «f!T  .?«I  dnu(  novf  oJ 

bitoOif  bar:  &H  .aiOfUin  ,ftK’ia  a*  a«w  art  , am  »&»  ol  a«rw 

ooUi Soctm;  a  am  '•■yialio  oH  ►o'lJiOiiO  rrt  .'<06d  vew  I  tahJf  abnaiw  riyuouw 
9v^*rt  ion  btb  itii  iiartw  boB  i?iovr  tioBfim  aid  ob  bna  mpO  oi'mbl  <«tw  oe  of 
♦nsw  biia  la^^c.  elri  balqaooe  I  .xalnsij'wwj  a  tfi  iiow  oi  ^larii  lo  npuona 
6  \ifio  min  loi  bfliiTOW  I  ,Ui€  ;(i&w  oi  ba^tsla  1  «iilpl3  oJ  min  inlw 
'•boaie  om  ovi^  oi  oldB  o»i  lOti  bU;ow  ad  )b/1i  oaa  biuoo  b  aa  ami)  fiooB 

.alaoB  aptfcl  »  no  piiitoftTfiioC'  JOfl  bbw  »H  .allow 

6  noad  bad  oilw  nam  a  rfJiw  it)iljoi>ol  bamotn  1  ^SC-f  Wi  lalalw  aifT  „ 
riiibow*  ovn  idpi/b)  ad  ;iarf)ai?b)  balbu)»  aVV  .n9baw3  ni  ladoaoJ  looltoe 

.ri&iUMiJ  mlrt  tiipwBl  I  bna 

1 

-new  eid  baii«)8  bad  bna  iooitoa  npootrf)  Vfon  eisw  »iicB  vM 

o)  »bam«4iiioo  eow  »d  &6  fioo*  aa  »b®jrtBw  ad  iwf)  am  oiotw  aH  .notiMirrt) 
babioab  aaw  Jl  .lollaa  o  oinooaii  baa  eaa  oJ  ot>  acla  to  ,9nt  o)  law 

omod  Jia!  aW  .8ie»'<  wai  s  ai»d  y61b  aw  bna  iflrvo  amoo  blin>dt  •d  lad) 

-noo  rfwoip  batl  oM  .ifiil  vaM  ^opBoirtO  ni  iUiri  Jam  I  bna  .  SU61  .61  UiqA 
,nivl3  ru  nxirt  loi  pniJlBw  dot,  a  bad  I  ’.bawcuwlo  bad  aoiov  aid.  ona  aidinabla 
'  .11  adll  ton  bib  aH  .abffd  madSio  adi  oi  ,q<^8  taained  a  jjI 

escunart  ad)  Hop  all  .diow  Bii/od  lol  d*aw0  6d*  S3  i*aq  ylno  «e(w  ^ 
baiwooaeMi  awdw  .oO  doJeW  itsaoimVi  nleU  atH  oJ  inaw  bna  liei  ad)  nl  joifa 
bib  ©H  .  ‘/ab  laq  aJna*  yJlil  )o  #  bw'-V-^c»«i  t«»a  %iO*i  ft«an»  aa  dal  d. 

ftfrf  lofyaq  oi  ripirona  nl6ft  ion 

-tmol  bnaii  bnouoe  amoa  iripoml  .SrWooi  aoirii  balnan  I  Hal  abiawc/I 
©f)  loniUK}  aiiiJlJ  .  omoanii  raw  h  ♦ot)  .pfddooo  nwo  luo  tlb  aw  bna  .artuJ 

.  aamov/  a  Jodiilw  blodatood  a 

r) 

bloa  I  .opaoldO  Ytf  OJ  baWoabi^  .d»w  on  barf  1  .£M1  .laJnlw  aiiCT 
00^01$  ROW  apirate  attJ  eiaifw  aaolf  tntbiacxl  a  dnail  lop  bna  atoll irmi  odl.^ 
biaq  bna  ,ii  xiaindrtl  opfoixiO  t>J  maw  1  .unlpboJ  bnii  ine»i  io3  dsnom  f 
\m  tt»9d  bod  li  .juarrUaiani  mi^  ee  notao  eiavaldottd  adl  o)  00. OK 
amao  bna  fl  ailf  JO«  falb  I  iwl  .sme-d  aitlul  too  apa»ldO  adarr.  oi  IriQUtuU 

.rMpHl  Of  Tfoad 

H33 

-anul  oiABoaii  aniiaitdO  ,nabaw6  qi  aAiod  )l»i  oala  bad  rfnatl  latiA 
lavo  amoo  bna  atartJ  aoiod  too  IXa*  blvorfa  ada  lod)  babioab  aw  baa  amoa 
ootjooa  na  bl*d  bna  enwoio  000^1  toi  "bnuIaieinojaH'*  bloe  jrt2  .au 
bavlTio  add  .arfwoto  Od!*  tol  BpnJaaolad  laaoBiaq  laifso^io  bibs  bna  alo« 

\qqod  a  aow  li  JtdFT  .lad  fa»fm  0)  mow  I  alddw  .ECSf  ,CI  UtoA  opaoldlD  ni 
.opaoiitO  id  Haiv '^ebowi  6  tajlA  .noiinafaol  boaa  1  dmilj  ion  ob  I  .mjlimai  , 

nittva  aiaw  aw  boa  .U  barfalntirt  »optd)bo  t  baiuai  bad  I  .dipdl  ol  biaw  aw 

.  bioriacuod  atio 


0? 


f 


REVIEW  OF  MY  LIFE 


blessed  with  good  health  and  endurance  in  work  al¬ 
though  I  bo  not  possess  great  physical  strength;  I  have  not  been  sick  in 
bed  for  a  whole  day  since  1869.  My  life  has  been  a  chain  of  constant 
eno^ugh^  ^  enjoyed  my  work,  but  have  not  always  had 

We  have  never  been  in  financial  distress,  but  always  have  had 
enough  to  pay  bills.  By  strict  economy  we  have  saved  a  little  each  year 

^  ^  period  of  rest,  when  I  could  throw  off  al/worry 

myself  entirely  to  home  and  family.  I  have  a  good  and  aifec- 

who  I  h^oe  ^  seventeenth  year 

who,  I  hope,  will  give  us  much  comfort  in  the  future. 

I  have  nothing  to  complain  over,  I  thank  God  for  what  I  possess 
^i^de^ blunXTs!^  conditions  economically,  I  have  sometimes 

Tf  advise  anybody  who  has  to  work  for  daily  bread  that* 

thou  flnranUta^in^^hte  age."' 

ahio  ^  would  start  to  save  as  soon  as  he  earns  enough  so  as  to  be 
veiy°t  P^ts  away  a  small  amount  and  in- 

a  state  oTfndep'enLni.  " 


young  think  that  they  have  plenty  of  time  and  snend 
their  surplus  earnings  thoughtlessly  for  amusements  and  finei^  Our 

thn<,P  realize  it,  they  are  the  best  years  of^ur  life  and 

ose  precious  years  are  often  wasted  materially,  morally  and  spiritually. 

While  young,  1  thought  1  could  get  out  some  inventions  I  develoned 

to  courry"!"""'"®' 

fairlv  Sweden  I  had  an  organ  which  I  learned  to  play 

fairly  well,  it  gave  me  much  pleasure  even  if  my  technique  was  only  Mir 
But  I  had  to  abandon  this  when  I  left  Sweden  to  return  t^wfca 

a  slack,  I  believe  in  a  God  as  unity; 

th?t  mpn  Maintalner;  and  to  my  neighbor:  "Whatsoever  ye  would 

t  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 
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,jhow  41!  aunenirb/ia  bno  fliliiyfl  ucop  fiilvv  baoafiid  iutad  3V^  \ 
m  :{3ts  ion  svtjrf  I  ^rUfpno'Ja  is^uevH^l  lopip  eaoaioqr  Jon  ob  I  ”0*^°*“ 
ln®a«<»  iu  fi  aaod  e^ri  s\il  .  td8X  yab  aicity#  6  b^d 

bnH  aviwlfc  run  evtiri  Jo4  s:^iow  ym  bjvt)(n^  ^viwi  1  *Hww  biift 

» fi(uont» 


ban  av«fl  ftyswte  l«d  ,  afejilRll)  Ifli^inenrl  ni  itjven  avfiri  »W 

i6^ffc>6f»  trtjni  *>  bdvea  o'/^t  iiw  ymo.K^u^  Joiiie  yO  .alUd  ydti  ol  npwoiw 
vnovwile  rtu  woi«U  blu6o  I  tidtf-*  !>  bad  avftd  l  nodi  bfie  woW 

0!«6  bo^nj  u  I  .  yXlmn)  bno  om^iri  u1  vlailin«  oJovab  bn* 

ib»'%  difi9dJn<»vjrc  fifrt  ni  vfon  noa  6  bnft  ^yot  E'aMI  ytn  ai  oriw  uliw  ^an^i 

,3iuTl>t  vilX  lU  Jiolmc:}  ibora  ail  iivtft  lliw  ,!4t|onI  ,oiiw 

.eeasBoq  I  u»d^  lot  boei  M/tartr  1  ;vJvo  nlblcjrnoo  i>l  tnrillon  evon  I 
a*mrt*cic£  bvarf  ^  ,vlli«lnioiicf03  aaotdbncvi  ino  laitsKl  ot  asanta^a®  yra  nl 

■  ;  '  .awliftuld  aobin 

.  .  •L.'  '^  '  ■ 

•Iiirtj  bnnid  yJial)  Al’tov/  or  efift  odw  ybodvim  aeivtio  ai  i»dil  blpow  1 
bnc  aaldKJfiCK-a  .Jl  ol  5<E>lle..oofiw  Mai  r>  fv;(em  bnc  dal  in^oh  *  nvari  uoy  U 

.IjrutOy'ain  trOy  alirfi^  ylloi,'>»qaa  »eva« 


laneo  wori 


iduoy  yriJ  tu  pnirijon  baiailJftv  taeil  uOflJ  il"  ia\i»<  rfo*Tvf8 
’  ••  .3Q6  anhti  «1  OnJdlyno  ^*  *^<>*” 


ad  ol  ao  oa  d\}».'una  aiTina  oit  d*  itooi  atf  ov*l4  *4  ntvJfe  W'lwrv  y«Jd  6  U 
noi  bft6  i(\iiV(n%  ll6»Ka  n  aiuq  yJs«luL>3i  bnn  aieqe  of  Bias 

„i  ,=omi.  «i  -M^u, 


bnana  but.  ^omiJ  to  vfn^lq  i^vad  yadi  if*dJ 

•juO  .yiWt)  bnii  uJrdVu'<6y»»iB  'Kd  ylat-iltriluKiffl  ti»r:inie>ii  AiiiqTUd  lionJ 
tf/i*  aiU  iLu  iO  EvibDy  ^5|5d  ^rtr  3*?ffyf*rti  » »i  osiloovoM  .iiaiacr  otjo^f  ci  dJuot 
^yLibUjli.qa  bfiR  vttmom  ,  ylM  leinin  noiio  •no  aiaqy  auoiv^wq  aaool 


b«»qoinvfb  3  .linoimr'vni'  Uo  IJOG  U^i'O  i  ^  »orti'oy  altif^V 

'  iTiiPorj  rixOTl  rrtlHMifl'lo  irtuoooe  no  f)  nobni4»  ol  b<a  iwcl  ^f^nuiotm  B/iivioi  b 
‘  ■  ,yi&ftt»&r>  gl 

/alq  oi  t>3n^^VI  I  itoliiw  ul  Lii»®y  n:U  aif 

.’fcl.jii  \1|1C/  afiw,  -^p^niiooJ  ynx^ii;  ns'/f  ribtirt  flfiTf  iHaw  ylHiM 

.bOlT^'i^^  oJ  muiai  uf  itaiin»w’'  iTni  i  neitw  alitJ  ncbiii&dii  ot  h®it  I  tpn 


;yilni4  an  boO  e  rtl  evatln<l  1  naod  aatl  non^lltn  (iJ  Jdoi^Jni 

bUi^jwoy  jtiveoeT^tfW*'  nocmplan.ymiol  lii«.  nonitlidaM  L»ni  bouO  b 

•' .  morti  W  oc  'tidVM'  H  ot  .  liby  bfdu  oh  blnona  no^i  lorti 


•HV 
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I  close  with  these  words  from  Vikingen: 


sn-d  r  Si-Kvi"'..!;;-/. 
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MY  SISTERS  AND  BROTHER 


My  oldest  sister,  Johanna  Mathilda,  bom  1851,  left  home  when 
^ther  married  the  ^ird  time.  At  Ofverums  Bruk  she  married  a  blacksmith, 
C.  A.  Sandgren,  1874.  After  a  childbirth  she  never  fully  recovered  but 
was  mosUy  in  bed.  Her  husband  was  killed  in  an  ore -crusher  which  he 
fell  into  April  2  7,  1884;  two  years  later  MathUda  died.  Sandgren  was  a 
man  with  a  low  character,  cold,  careless  and  without  tender  feeling  toward 
anybody,  a  low  individual  whose  brain  had  never  produced  a  noble  thought 
brutality  was  the  main  cause  of  my  sister's  illness  Tv/o' 
children  survived  them,  Sigurd,  born  1876,  and  Frank,  born  1881.  This 
youngest  boy  we  took  into  our  home  for  two  years  after  the  parents '  death 
guardian  for  these  boys;  as  the  parents  left  no  money 
they  had  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  community.  This  guardianship  caused 
me  much  trouble  and  loss  of  time.  Johanna  Mathilda  died  at  the  age  of  35 . 

brother,  Carl  August,  born  1854,  learned  the  mason's  trade  with 
the  U.  S.  in  1871.  He  was  like  myself,  not  competent 
up  his  trade  here .  Of  the  preceding  pages  we  know  his  history 

sickness  he  had  in  1872  under¬ 
mined  his  health;  he  again  took  sick  in  1879  and  died.  He  was  only  2  5 
years  of  age.  ^ 

August  was  a  man  who  was  dependable,  honest  and  a  real  brother, 
e  was  like  sister,  Mathilda,  of  a  quiet  disposition,  they  did  not  like 
fooling  or  joking,  ^ey  were  both  brunettes,  their  features  and  disposi¬ 
tions  were  from  mother's  side.  Blessed  be  their  memories. 

youngest  sister,  Clara  Sofia,  bom  July  7,  1857,  stayed  at  home 
she  took  care  of  father  till  he  passed  away.  She  emigrated  in  1878  and 

during  his  last  sickness  .  She  married  John  Carlson, 

^  blondes,  with  red  hair,  we  resembled 

QK  t  5  sister,  she  was  the  smartest  of  us  all 

She  had  gone  through  the  grade  school,  and  with  her  ability  to  learn,  she 
had  acquired  a  good  education.  From  what  I  heard  from  others,  her  hus- 

^nd  was  also  a  poor  specimen  of  humanity.  She  died  at  age  31  Blessed 
be  her  memories . 


My  mother's  only  sister,  Johanna,  and  her  husband,  Jaen  P.  Nelson 

V  bought  in  partnership  with  my  father 

Mortvik  .  Sold  and  bought  a  farm  in  Hvena  Township,  there  they  went 
bankrupt.  Uncle  Jaen  Peter  Nelson  died  shortly  after.  The  last  I  heard  of 
Aunt  Johanna  she  was  supposed  to  be  in  a  poorhouse.  They  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  two  lived  in  Westervik,  the  other  two  emigrated  to  America. 

My  father's  sisters  and  their  children,  the  oldest,  Catharine,  and 
her  husband,  Anders  Nelson,  bought  a  farm  on  the  island,  Oland,  in  the 
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aniori  ii»l  ^381  inpd  .ebl'iHfiM  e^nstlol  .i4rt«te  la^io  '{M 
,riti;Hasro6id  e  batitfim  sda  :f»na  ^ormevKD  lA  «ii 

lud  »t«!ndvoooi  Yllwi  isvd>^a  *iit  ftntcfbUrto  e  i^iiA  .^^(^  »£iai\?l)OB«  .A  .'J 
3ri  /foJrtw  larteuTO-eio  nn  fU  bsiliJi  «<6W  bnadaud  JttlrJ  *,r5 

6  auw  aoi9bfic3  ©L/iiiJftM  T&tfil  ?.rtlo-f  owt  llTqA  ,om 

biftwojnmlaol’.obwW  loodJiw  bna  eaal**-*®-  .Woo  ,iai06ibdo  wcl  n  Httw  ti*(« 
JiibL'ofU  alao/i  K  bdODhoiq  lovan  bad  iUftid  acorfw  la*;Wvlbni  wol  ® 

CrtvT  .baaniU  a'lojjiia  m  Vo  aaofrv  ,7lBra  ^  eow><Jll6Jxixd  elA  •vwUad  I 
fl4/ir  ItfBX  mod  Wifi  mod  havVviua  .lanblltlo 

.rfiftab‘almiwi->tb  eiBo\-  owl  io\  niTio/l  too  ol.il  ^ooi  »w 

^YMorn  OH  JllaJ  aJnaioq  i^rfi  aa  ;aYod  oaaiU  lol  afilbirtwp  bdJnioq^fi  &bw  I 
bauwco  mdioiaimauc  eidT  .  vHm/Ecnuc  arfl  '^d  Vo  aiao  n^iat  ^  oj  bed  YaiiJ 
,tf£lod(>6aril  baib  abUitiftM  snnfldol  .andj  lo  eaol  alduoiJ  ctowm  9fn 

dliw  9b»n  a*noB6ro  fc»d)  ba/nftol  vA28i  /nod  .iSi/puA  heO  ^lotOoid  yM 
jiif*is<rmoo  Jon  s^il  eiw  Wi  ol  .3  .U  artj  ol  bSJtAptroa  n»WW 

vTOJetri  m  wonM  3W  Aapeq  piabaoaiq  s/lt  50  ‘ 

-i^bitii  STbJ  nl  bed  ad  aearotot®  9#fi'  .'^’^81  W  .3  .U  ‘-‘dl 

es  vino  Qow  oVT  .Udtb  bna  eV8l  nl  doi*  ;<ooJ  liters  *d  ;rijlfi»d  eid  baei® 


.lariiovJ  liwi  B  bfi«  i6A*K>ri  ,  aJdobiis^ab  acw  ortw  ncm  6  aaw  j«uvuA 
a^UI  Jon  bib  yadi  ^nolnaoqiub  loii  p  6  Vo  ,  bWlriJ»M  ,n«3aia  adll  bbw  wi 
-iaf*a8lb  bns  adu»tftal  il«iw  .8®JJ«nuTi  iboi  di»w  yoJflT  .eniioi  io  wuioot 
.«ono!U9m  ijoftl  ad  bocegW  .abis  s’lodJom  moifl  aiow  anoU 
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,»«nod  IB  baywa  .teOX  .V  yWT  mod  .6i5o8  aielu  ;'‘Wala  Jca^oy  yM 

bnB  a^ftt  ni  balBiv>im<»  »dE  .yimebatecq  art  iUl  lOjfijW  io  oiflo  ♦ds 
»»oah»D  niiol  tiitiutm  QdZ  .  Bcandol?.  JbbI  ai4  k>Wuib  jeiv^tiA  ,i«dJ(nd  b^Bion 
oria  j«u  .Hdriv^uBb  ano  bwl  aoZ  .aSdX  lo  llW  artl  ni  balh  bnn  yWOlB 
bt!«ldm9ari  aw  ^Tiart  bai  (ttiw  .sabnold  iHixi  maw  I  Una  eu^  ,  I.fi 

Us  au  5o  Ja«nfi(ft8  ailJ  2sw  ode  if>q  ym  IBW  stsRJ  ,oblo  •  lodisl 

arfs  ,<n6‘>l  OJ  yfiiiilB  lod  lUtw  bnfi  Qb6^p  odJ  dywendJ  anop  bad  ana 

-Bud  ifcd  .iiiadJo  moii  binod  S  isdw  jioi  l  .noiisoobB  booy  a  baiU/poa  bnn 
boaealS  .IS  »pb  ts  hwib  adS  .yilnamed  Vo  nandOaqe  looq  e  ocla  «aw  Mfcl 

.aai  romatn  ion  ad 


,noaIoV!  naal  .bnodaod  lod  bnjft  .bivysdqi,  .iiileiie  vlac*  «^’i»djom  yM 
ladJBl  v(n  ftolw  qidiwannscj  nl,  5^ui>d  <»oodly 

jnaw  yi»di  modJ  .^qirfunwol  anovljf  m  miW  a  Jrfyyod  bna  l>lt»2  .  JcivtwM 
Vo  biB»rt  I  iBftl  ^frx  .11W9  rptb  roBlnd  i«JJ^  f^n4> 

-Uib  uiov  bad  Y9Jff  .d;Wbd9W  d"i(l  «Kf  ol  b9brn<qi»«  W*  BimiMM  t  twA 
.bajiamAol  i^ioipifna  owl  lorUo  aib  ^jltvioiao//  ni  bavtl  owj  ,natb 


br.B  aril  .naibUdo  iloriJibiic  p*iarilol  yJd 
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PsMte  in  1852  ,  which  was  under  the 

a  sfif  •  Tliey  were  ambitious  and  economical  and  reached 

a  state  of  independence.  As  we  lived  far  apart  I  know  little  abo^jE  the  r 
lives  on  the  isl^and,  Oland.  Ihey  visited  us  a  few  times  during  mv  chL 
hood.  They  had  eight  ohUdren.  The  oldest,  Carolina ,  LrrEeTI  bailor  who 
later  emigrated  and  left  his  family  to  take  care  of  themselves  CaroUna 
H  ®  living  for  herself  and  children  She 

to  be"a  he„  "“"a  emigrated,  but  proved 

to  be  a  bet^r  husband  as  he  soon  sent  after  Carolina  and  her  children  thev 

ooated  m  Chicago.  Her  son,  in  self-defense,  had  happened  ^o  kill  a'n  in 
for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  serve  eight  years,  but  he  was  rE^easid  after 
ew  years.  Her  daughter,  Clara,  is  married  to  Sanfrid  Johnson*  thev  have 
several  children  and  are  in  the  milk  business  in  South  Chkago 

My  father's  youngest  sister,  Sofia,  and  her  husband  Anders  Pet^r 
^derson  bought  "Hjortstad-  after  grandfather's  death;  my'fXr  rece^ 
as  his  inheritance  1,000  crowns,  and  Aunt  Catharina,  900^ crowns  'ihev 
greatly  Improved  the  little  farm,  both  were  good  workers  saved  and  were 

chUdren  living.  our  childhood 

It  was  the  greatest  happiness  we  knew  to  get  together  with  these  cousins 
ClarfSf'ia  Jnd?  T'  August  ."there  were  three  daugh“ 

SdErs^n  mar^ted  cEa^r;,  ®  MPthilda.  'Ihe  oldest,  Johan  .4ugust 

^uerson,  married  Clara  TVybom,  she  also  was  a  relative  of  our  familv 

They  had  one  daughter,  Hilda,  bom  1874.  In  the  spring  1882  J  A 

J.  A.  Anderson  worked  for  Strom  Mfa  Tn  r*hirani,,rv 

wircouTlntl'  America,-  1888199,  I  w"as  togXTnEur 

Ws  for'E^J;  "HifttTbTo-the”Lriar:e^raEi'‘"?n‘°C.f^^^  r/ 

"l^lTled  to  Carl  Roos,  lived  with^her  oar- 
in  1889  during  her  husband's  absence.  He  returned  to  Sweden 

irt  fo &to7a"rw  ^y'i-rs’^LVe^d"^^^^ 

i?ra^-ier  -™1at4!'“‘^o7k^-  7E^,rgTat 


bortooai  b*i*  iG^luivmooabns  iiuoUid(Ui5©>«^vr  Y«riT  sISl  S 

-bllfio  vAt  pniwh  ii^/yui  wai  u  tfii  V>il«ix  *2^^  .UsiA^-»  *Ujfi».BJ  ^»i  »»o 
on.  Su«  rboi..in,n;*4..,K,6i. 

d«liiyiti*5  .  lo  ei50  xia^  oj  vUinm  .l:i  n«l  brifi  i»iw 

tulS  .n^a>Wd:5  ilpt  »^-1  b  **‘’®  i^  K*****  ^  TriJr 

VOID  >nSwiao  v4  Li'n  nBitoeO  iqiu,  j^e  *(<  « ''"*‘’=^.^'~  ^?1„1 

«/«  osawi.yi  .1*  la  «*<'  .Mto*  ja.bia  »vib»  OT  •>W"*«>»®  X  *t«lv  Wrt  I 

9»t.d  '(Juf!  -.r.^  P-WtS-unweH-oj  OsiBii'..  ^ 

ibrfsS  a-iof  fiA  a’lailtfil  yM 

^Oi  »fvyo*'0Ce  ,  iaiTfiili  o:>  jru*f\  lAifc  ^e  ^^'o^D  000  J  fltmf  lh&ri.it  ciri  »« 
cr^aw  tno  bftVfci  ^ H I  .  titl  oail^  *dt 

aofeWTln  n^iol  v>f^  <^M 

tii  ur^  ft.i-jrtJ  rt3iw  laiitvnol  i-0r0‘orw^AH  9\V  tn  ii 

.itUuop  t,.jiU  n^iw  13^  *noA  .^^^U^  tone 

eialC’ 


? 


— -  _  ^ 

,2ie7rtpffeto  44tW  oiiiVk  3i3 

l«i/^u^  oesOj'l  ^}B;>blei  !9<tj' 


tWJ  vi*«V--  ..w.«-v  - - - - -  •'(J' 

.niivM  =«.a  ,fil}Itif^«>i.t  bne  o/irloflc!  k*«*> 

.vUmi.i  Tuo  to  avij^ld-i  fi  *(w  c.iii6  orts  .ntodyifr  eieJO  to^lTiam 
'  A  I  ,P0^K»«i  e4i  nV  ..H  UL  aoa«  .fepil¥  'bifueto  toe*  \^nl 

liH  \«v4^>i^Da  >fcJ•.lti-4•lt.'o^<t  a*ri  djiv b3jfci;?iaii» 

baill  tbiitt  .tort’jWK-jAateH  Hi  l)^^'.*^.’  ♦ii/lwflfn^^tto  jnxfMjw  wrw 

.loilmbJ  meeftalq  yrtaoi  be^r^w  bnb  3i»unj 

fti03.y  youni  wl  .b^W  a.mje  lOi  .- 

iburo  o^Onpcj  edv»^  I  ,((«-«liill  ^eoUam/i  m  sow  I  fwrTiV  .f® 

vAbii.  biti  bite  qtoa  61  puMiivv  «*ii>vatk  sei-#  wM  ,rio«*J9^  ^  4  ** 

^uouH  huU  „o?IL>bO  ea  w«lto3>»vv  wel-til-ew^OJ.]  ^  axU 
IMI  I3rf  rtilv.-  UyvU  ,*<X»H  lieo  Oj  baiiiem  eltoS’^.iilO  .ti</44iilol  lototV  bne 

fiab^B  <w  b«<noivift3H  .auA^at-lb  s'biffiaEt.d  lod  i^uib  SaAiVk 

..aibUrifi  owl  «vbii  y^iff  ,-bflJanoHfr  Jito  bwMai  lOi^eaiHtJw 

Jclc  3il  ^r  ciq  aiiti  loo  j^bba  .qi<t<ftv,*off  ^ladofriilftttH  nl  «nfli 

,b®mi/^,U»tt  ^aiTorn  -jKuI  «  fcKjpvf.ft  ,ei6ot  '*^‘11  »  ipl 
Uiie  o(‘iSi>«fiU  nl  o>niii»vy  8i  ,^^0l  mt«J  <>l  i*fti«  .'Uwj  »fibIlHj*M 


MY  WIFE'S  FAMILY 


Fler  parents  were  Carl  Johan  Svensson  and  his  wife,  Gustafva 
Gumesdotter;  C.  J.  Svensson  was  born  December  28,  182  1,  died  October 
7,  1893.  His  wife,  Gustafva,  was  bom  September  25,  1823,  and  died 
January  2  6,  189 1 . 

C.  J.  Svensson's  father,  SvenNilsson,  was  bom  February  2  1  1770 
and  died  December  27,  1845.  C.  J.  Svensson  and  his  wife  had  sii  chill 
Christina,  bom  January  28,  1849,  she  emigrated  to  America 
in  1870,  I  made  her  acquaintance  in  Chicago  and  she  became  my  wife. 

Sven  August,  bom  1852  ,  has  always  stayed  home,  taking  care  of 
his  parents  and  the  farm;  he  finally  bought  the  farm  and  married  the  hired 
girl.  He  was  then  forty  years  old. 

Augusta  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  J.  Torrel,  but  died  after  a 
few  years;  she  left  one  daughter,  Anna  Elizabeth,  born  August  31,  1882  , 
After  her  mother's  death,  Anna  was  taken  by  her  grandparents  and  brought 
up  on  the  old  homestead  "Alandsryd". 

Johan  Gustaf  left  home  early,  he  worked  on  the  railroad  that  was 
built  close  to  our  home  "Hammarslund" ,  during  which  time  he  stayed 
with  us.  He  emigrated  to  California,  1879,  and  shortly  after  sent  for 
his  sweetheart.  They  married  and  live  in  California  where  they  own  a 
truit  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Templeton,  They  have  five  children. 

Another  son,  Johannes,  is  mentally  unbalanced,  a  disease  at  an 
early  age  was  the  cause;  he  is  being  cared  for  at  home. 

1  married  a  soldier  by  the  name  of  Frisk  in  1882  ,  he  died 

children,  Johan  August,  Augusta  Martina,  Hilma 

Adina  and  Gustaf  Albert. 


I  have  now  written  everything  I  know  and  have  facts  for  up  to  this 
very  minute.  Now  that  this  record  is  up  to  date  I  will  continue  therewith 
till  my  life  s  sands  have  run  out.  I  hope  my  son  and  his  children  and  so 
on,  will  continue  this  record,  if  possible  to  the  end  of  all  time. 


Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson 
Elgin,  Illinois,  June  8,  1893. 
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last  Letter  From  CARL  JOilAN  SVENSSON 
to  Son-in-law,  G.  R.  Carlson 

of  "Aiandsryd"  which  was  begun  In  November 

oi  1892  and  then  laid  aside  to  be  finished  in  August  1893. 

a  newtomlndTs^^nHo^r^^^!?®^  In  writing  stating  that  he  has  built 
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In  the  picture  on  the  wall  is 
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iay<i  -  JOHN  GUSTAr  CAHLSSON  ,  son  ol  Ciirl  Johun  bvensson  and  his  wife 

lumUy  in  America,  he  became  a  prosperous  yrape 
producer  In  California.  He  was  a  brother  of  Christine. 


V  f"  M*;,  CARLSSON,  brother  of  John,  remained  In  Sweden  o 

their  farm  AJandsryd,"  He  is  seated  second  from  the  left,  his  sons  sub 
sequentiy  lost  tlie  farm  by  mismanagement  of  finances. 


80 


«9  ’’  "rOtlA  HIVtT  fi^ui 

'dws.kirtTi*.  L>ll . ( fVtM  <tl  .^*i  ■St#!  UbhU 

■'(h.JniMiii'tu  lortmBpMmnww  <<1  nrtfi  wn  l»i>l 

08 


c2i^i-cit- 


^  ^t.  _ _ _ 

9?  y  ' 

^  ^  •  <5-V-  _ _  ,'/- 


Z-.  -€-4/:./<^. 


^  A  ^  •  K- 

^  /  y  (f  r 


o 

— 


v^ 


'i!^-  e^rl 


/^e^. 


^/  y^zl^'y-c  ,  ^yyy  z.^  -y^  z\±,  i 

^  r^/ '\S'^'^Z^Z.yj’.- ^^-/yj'a  <  ./zLy^ 

-  y^Z  PX_^  ^  gy^x\-/  ^  ^ 


cj 

y- 


c> 


A  S/<y  -ir-A-  /Z^z  i^J  r,-  ^ 

JUNE  1899  '  * 

25  (Sun.)  Attended  a  Swedish  picnic  at  Batavia,  we  men  rode  our  bicycles  there 
(30  miles  round  trip).  ■Jhe  ladles  took  the  Interurban  Lr  G  h  ^ 

10  hrs  awarded  the  contiact  for  the  new  Silver  Plate 

£n  a^V  I  2  0,000  at  the  picnic  and  a  grand  success 

Tonight  Frank  Is  developing  the  pictures  he  took  yesterday. 
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Gustdf  Relnhold  Carlson,  and  wife,  Christine,  seated  under  picture  of  her 
parents.  Standing  on  left  Is  Anna  Torrell,  recent  arrival  from  Sweden  On 
the  right  Is  their  son  Carl  Frank. 


Misses  Alfrlda  Engman  and  Anno 
Torrell  at  home  of  Gustaf  Relnhol 
and  Elisa  Christine  Carlson.  Aju 
Is  a  daughter  of  Christine's  slsi( 
Augusta . 


THIS  IS 


aewv^  .-noM  U'ftn*  timotrt  .lUnv^I  cAinf.  v  j*>  jwtjt/an^R 

f»K»  «»«*  i<vU  «i  «U 


Anna  Torrell  and  aunt,  Christine  Alfrida  Lnyman  and  Frank  Carlson 


G.  R.  Carlson  walking  near  Eagle  brewery  In  Elgin,  bulldhig  shows 
facilities  for  harvesting  and  storage  of  ice  from  Fox  River. 


83 


1 

i 


t«  V 

'  ■  I 


•n-V  <  ‘I'l  i.  Cl  '.'.L'  •  ■  ^  iii:;..'io>.  . j.xnu uo- n^n*.! 

ii-  i.  ;.  ••civil  •  ■  '>»*>*-:  •■  •*'  U/li>i|i*-  .ii^/.Mcj  .  .(•  .t'r- 

.1,..  ..r  !  *-'t  •  L  ■.'!  .  Vili  Vi 


•  1 


DIARY  1893-  1919 


As  I  believe  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  accumulate  enough  money  to 
keep  my  wife  comfortable  in  case  I  should  die  early,  as  a  help  to  her  I 
have  recently  insured  my  life  for  $1,000  in  the  Scandinavian  Mutual  Aid 
Association . 

July  2  9:  A  panic  has  struck  the  country  and  has  paralized  every¬ 
thing;  banks  are  closed,  factories  have  shut  down  or  are  run  on  short 
hours  or  with  half  crews.  Elgin  National  Watch  Co.  has  laid  off  1,500 
employees  and  works  only  three  days  a  week,  but  Frank  is  still  working 
there.  It  looks  bad  for  the  near  future. 

August  16:  I  had  an  accident;  I  went  up  in  an  elevator  with  building 
material,  when  the  elevator  had  nearly  reached  the  top  it  fell  to  the 
ground.  I  escaped  injury  except  for  some  soreness  in  the  limbs. 

I  received  a  letter  from  my  nephew,  Sigurd  Sandgren.  He  asks  for 
help  to  come  over  to  this  country;  I  advised  him  to  stay  in  Sweden  as 
times  are  bad  here  at  present.  There  is  hardly  any  work  to  be  had,  and 
wages  have  been  cut  30%  or  more.  Farmers  can  get  all  the  help  they 
want  for  only  the  board. 

September  11:  On  the  third  of  this  month  we  went  to  Chicago  to  see 
the  wonders  of  the  World's  Fair,  it  was  grand.  We  were  accompanied  by 
my  cousin,  J.  A.  Anderson.  It  would  take  a  month  to  see  it  all. 

September  2  6:  We  moved  to  147  Ashland  Avenue  to  obtain  cheaper 
rent,  we  are  to  pay  $4.00  a  month  for  three  rooms.  The  summer  has  been 
warm  with  an  unusual  draught. 

On  November  10,  1893,  we  read  in  a  Swedish  newspaper:  Dead  in 
a  shed  used  for  threshing  was  found  C.  J.  Swensson  from  Alandsryd, 
Wemamo.  Unless  this  is  a  serious  mistake,  it  must  be  my  father-in-law. 
We  are  every  day  expecting  word  from  Christine's  home  to  hear  if  it  is  the 
truth  about  her  father's  death. 

November  2  3:  We  have  received  a  letter  from  brother-in-law,  Sven, 
confirming  what  we  had  already  seen  in  the  newspaper  of  November  10. 
Father-in-law  had  been  to  an  auction  sale  October  6,  and  there  drank  a 
few  glasses  of  beer.  On  his  way  home  he  fell  twice,  the  last  time  being 
unable  to  rise;  he  was  then  carried  into  a  shed,  the  doctor  said  that  he 
had  a  stroke.  He  was  buried  October  22.  He  is  no  more,  blessed  be  his 
memory. 

February  12  ,  1894;  I  received  a  letter  from  my  cousin,  J.  A.  Ander¬ 
son,  who  on  the  same  evening  was  leaving  for  Sweden;  I  went  immediately 
to  Chicago  to  bid  him  farewell.  We  spent  a  few  pleasant  hours  together, 
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psrhaps  th©  last  in  this  iiie.  He  is  not  only  a  cousin,  but  a  clear  friend 
and  playmate  from  my  childhood  days. 

The  times  continue  bad,  no  work,  but  it  does  not  cost  much  to  live, 
both  food  and  clothing  are  very  cheap.  Frank  is  still  working  at  the  Watch 
Factory,  three  days  a  week  for  60<;  per  day, 

March  26,  1894:  We  moved  to  3  7U  Ryerson  Avenue  upstairs  and  pay 
$5.00  a  month  for  four  rooms. 

March  31:  I  went  to  Chicago  and  joined  the  bricklayers  union.  I 
succeeded  in  getting  a  job,  but  it  was  not  steady  on  account  of  labor 
trouble.  May  7th  I  was  laid  off  and  could  not  lind  another  job  so  1  returned 
to  Elgin . 

frank  has  left  the  Watch  (>o.  and  with  a  friend,  li.  bidberg,  went  to 
Chicago  to  try  to  get  work,  but  without  success.  Tliey  stayed  till  they  were 
penniless,  and  walked  back  to  Elgin,  40  miles  in  one  day,  each  carrv'ing  a 
bundle  of  clothing. 

Frank  now  started  to  work  for  Moody  Brothers  (machine  shop)  to 
learn  the  machinist  trade  (without  pay). 

We  have  received  Christine's  inheritance  due  her  after  her  parents' 
death,  it  amounted  to  $206.70. 

December  19:  I  again  got  a  job  at  Dundee  (35<|:  per  hour), 

Christine  has  had  her  teeth  pulled  and  is  going  to  have  false  teeth  . 
We  again  had  a  letter  from  my  nephew,  Sigurd  Sandgren ,  he  asks  for  help 
to  come  over  to  this  country,  I  intend  to  send  lum  a  ticket. 

My  cousin,  J.  A.  Anderson,  has  bought  a  farm  in  Salby,  Hallinge- 
berg  Township,  Sweden,  and  is  now  living  there. 

1895:  I  sent  my  nephew,  Sigurd  Sandgren,  a  ticket.  He  arrived 
here  April  22,  and  is  working  in  a  shop  in  town,  ]  am  sorry  that  he  has 
come;  he  is  of  the  same  material  as  his  father,  "A  chip  off  the  old  block." 

Frank  has  left  Moody's  Machine  Shop  and  has  been  in  another  shop 
for  three  months,  receiving  7  1/2 per  hour,  but  quit  and  went  to  Chicago 
yesterday  to  work.  We  have  been  very  much  against  that  he  should  leave 
home,  but  now  he  is  gone  and  we  hope  tiiat  he  will  get  along.  1  went  with 
him  to  Chicago  and  saw  him  start  to  work.  We  are  considering  moving  to 
Chicago  this  fall . 


Frank  is  still  working  in  Chicago,  receives  15<r  per  hour.  He  works 
much  overtime  so  he  makes  a  fairly  good  wage. 
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On  the  morning  of  November  1st,  we  felt  an  earthquake.  It  was 
felt  all  through  North  America . 

January  26,  1896:  I  had  a  couple  of  small  jobs  since  November, 
but  after  winter  set  in,  I  have  nothing  to  do.  I  made  a  tool  chest  for 
Frank  as  a  Christmas  present.  He  came  home  for  Christmas,  well  dres¬ 
sed,  happy  and  full  of  life. 

He  bought  Christine  an  album  for  a  Christmas  present,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  in  return  a  few  things  from  her.  Christine  has  been  taking  care 
of  a  confinement  case  for  two  weeks  for  which  she  received  ten  dollars. 
After  Christmas  I  worked  on  the  river  helping  to  harvest  the  ice  crop. 

Frank  came  home  sick  on  January  30th,  it  developed  into  typhoid 
fever.  Christine  was  near  collapse  from  night-wake  and  worry.  Frank 
was  in  bed  four  weeks,  there  was  not  much  more  than  skin  and  bone  left 
of  him;  but  he  is  now  gaining  rapidly. 

I  have  a  letter  from  my  cousin,  Mathilda  Anderson,  Chicago,  that 
her  mother  died  in  "Hjortstad , January  26,  1896.  She  was  my  father's 
sister,  Sofia.  Auntie  was  a  good  woman,  kind  and  noble,  good  wife  and 
mother,  loved  by  her  children  and  everyone  who  knew  her.  Blessed  be 
her  memories . 

After  Frank  had  recovered  from  the  typhoid  fever,  he  started  to 
work  for  the  Illinois  Watch  Case  Co. ,  for  75<r  per  day.  He  received  a 
bad  cut  on  his  left  hand,  June  25,  and  was  laid  up  for  two  weeks. 

February  25,  1897;  I  have  today  received  a  letter  from  my  cousin 
Mathilda  in  Chicago  stating  my  Aunt  Catharina  is  dead.  She  passed  ' 
away  November  4,  1896,  in  her  home  at  Parsnas ,  Cland,  at  an  age  of 
82  years,  11  months.  As  we  always  lived  far  apart,  there  is  very  little 
I  know  about  her;  but  I  know  that  she  had  been  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
and  a  woman  strong  both  in  body  and  mind. 

At  our  time  it  seems  as  parents  bring  up  their  daughters  only  to  play, 
and  to  be  like  an  ornament  in  the  home.  Many  homes  I  have  seen  where 
the  daughter  has  been  the  lady  and  the  mother  her  servant.  Later  when 
life  starts  in  earnest,  the  daughter  is  often  times  not  fit  for  her  duties 
she  marries,  but  is  unable  to  care  for  a  household  and  bring  up  children. 
She  cannot  make  her  husband's  wages  cover  the  family  expenses  without 
proper  training;  the  result  is  our  many  divorces. 

1899:  April  1st  we  moved  to  561  Dundee  Avenue  so  as  to  make  it 
more  convenient  for  Frank's  work.  I  have  had  a  fairly  good  work— year, 
my  work  has  been  mostly  in  small  towns  around  Elgin.  Frank  left  the 
Watch  Case  Factory  in  the  spring.  He  worked  a  few  weeks  here  in 
another  shop,  but  the  firm  was  bankrupt  and  did  not  pay  regularly ,  so  he 
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left  there  and  got  a  Job  in  Chicago.  He  worked  there  all  summer,  but  in 
the  fall  was  out  of  work  again  so  he  returned  to  Elgin.  He  again  went  to 
work  for  the  Illinois  Watch  Case  Co.  and  received  $2.2  5  per  day.  He 
has  not  been  in  good  health  lately. 

Christine's  niece  (her  sister  Augusta's  daughter),  Anna  Elizabeth, 
has  written  that  she  intends  to  come  over  to  us  this  spring. 

Christine's  sister,  Anna  Maria,  has  re-married  to  a  Johan  i\lgot 
Svensson,  a  man  much  older  than  herself. 

Last  winter  Christine  was  out  attending  confinement  cases  as  nurse 
and  made  a  little  extra  money.  At  present  she  has  five  boarders,  so  she 
has  all  she  can  do  at  home.  For  a  Christmas  present  site  gave  Frank  a 
$3  5  watch,  paid  out  of  her  own  earnings. 

The  Spanish  War  caused  some  excitement,  but  the  Spaniards  proved 
to  be  an  easy  enemy  and  were  soon  overcome. 

Frank  is  working  at  the  Watch  Case  factory  as  toolmaker;  his  health 
seems  to  be  fairly  good.  He  has  bought  a  camera  and  is  much  interested 
in  taking  pictures,  and  I  admit  that  it  is  a  pleasant  pastime.  He  has 
bought  a  new  bicycle  and  gave  me  his  old  one. 

On  April  19th,  Christine's  niece,  Anna  Elizabeth,  arrived  from 
Sweden.  She  is  a  happy  and  lovely  little  girl,  she  is  lb  years  of  age. 
After  her  mother's  death,  she  was  taken  by  her  mother's  parents  in 
"Alandsryd"  and  brought  up  there.  After  her  grandparents'  death,  she 
still  had  her  home  there  under  the  care  of  her  Uncle  Sven. 

January  7,  1900:  During  the  year  1899,  prosperity  came  back  and 
the  panic  of  1893  is  nothing  but  a  memory;  work  has  been  plentiful  and 
wages  have  increased.  I  had  work  in  Elgin  till  September  12th,  when  1 
went  to  Sycamore  and  worked  there  till  Cliristmas.  The  past  year  has 
been  the  best  I  have  had  for  several  years.  My  health  is  splendid  and  1 
enjoy  to  work,  but  cannot  always  get  enough. 

May  6:  As  usual  I  had  no  work  during  the  winter,  but  am  now  work¬ 
ing  on  a  building  at  the  State  Hospital  for  the  insane  of  this  city.  Frank's 
health  seems  to  have  improved  considerable  during  the  winter;  he  has  kept 
company  with  a  girl  during  the  last  year  and  we  believe  it  will  result  in  a 
union.  This  union  came  quicker  than  we  had  expected. 

Frank  left  the  Watch  Case  Co.  April  23rd  to  prepare  for  his  journey 
to  Sweden  in  company  with  before  mentioned  young  lady.  This  was  all 
we  knew  till  May  1st,  when  they  had  gone  to  Geneva  and  were  married. 
May  God  Almighty  give  them  happiness  and  joy.  I  pray  also  that  this 
union  may  give  us  comfort  and  joy. 
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Alfrida  Engman,  our  daughter-in-law,  was  bom  February  9,  1875 
in  Vestra  Ryd  of  Brakne-Hoby  Township,  Blekinge  Province,  Sweden  Her 
parents  are  Ingeman  Isakson  and  his  wife,  Bertha  Bengtsdotter . 

Alfrida  came  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1893,  and  has  been 
working  mostly  in  Chicago.  The  last  two  years  she  has  held  a  position  as 
cook  at  the  State  Hospital  of  Elgin.  She  left  her  position  April  30th,  and 
was  on  May  1,  1900,  united  in  marriage  to  our  son,  Carl  Frank  Carlson. 

Alfrida  appears  to  be  an  Intelligent  lady  and  is  well  liked  by  every 
one  who  knows  her;  she  has  the  reputation  of  being  ambitious,  faithful 

and  a  good  worker;  it  is  with  pride  and  joy  we  greet  her  welcome  into  our 
family. 


Frank  and  Alfrida  left  for  Sweden  on  May  3rd,  and  left  New  York  on 
the  5th,  we  wish  them  a  pleasant  Journey.  It  now  seems  very  empty  with- 
out  them,  everything  went  in  such  haste  that  we  did  not  have  time  to  grasp 
the  situation.  Frank  and  Alfrida  arrived  safe  and  sound  at  her  parents' 
home.  They  write  that  they  are  feeling  fine  and  that  Frank  is  helping  with 
the  farm  work.  Frank's  father-in-law  wants  to  sell  the  farm  to  them  They 
arrived  there  May  16th. 

Frank  has  journeyed  to  Smaland,  the  province  of  our  home  and 
visited  "Alandsryd"  ,  Wernamo,  Christine's  birthplace.  Also  Gamleby,  our 
hometown,  and  "Hammarslund" ,  Frank's  birthplace,  which  is  located 
about  one  and  one-half  mile  east  from  the  town  Gamleby.  Frank  brought  a 
camera  and  materials  with  him  and  has  taken  pictures  of  the  dear  old  places  . 
Frank  has  met  his  cousin,  Carl  Frank  Sandgren;  he  is  a  fine  young  man  and 
painter  by  trade,  just  the  opposite  from  his  brother,  Sigurd.  C,  F.  Sandgren 
is  crippled  in  the  right  arm  and  has  little  use  of  the  hand. 

December  2  5;  Frank  and  Alfrida  are  still  with  Alfrida 's  parents.  It 
IS  now  decided  to  buy  the  farm;  we  have  sent  Frank  3,500  crowns  as  *we 
are  to  be  in  partnership  with  them.  I  have  not  been  much  in  favor  of  this 

deal,  but  they  write  that  is  is  a  bargain,  so  I  have  decided  to  go  in  with 
them . 


Alfrida  seems  to  be  a  very  kind  woman  and  she  writes  very  nice 
letters  to  us.  Frank  and  Alfrida  seem  to  get  along  together  very  good,  at 
least  they  write  very  highly  of  each  other. 

Hilda  Anderson,  daughter  to  my  cousin,  J.  A.  Anderson,  has  married 
and  she  is  now  Mrs.  Gustaf  Carlson;  Frank  has  visited  them. 

•  u  r  ^  working  at  Belvidere,  Ulinois;  it  is  the  largest 

job  I  have  worked  on  to  date. 


Frank  and  Alfrida  have  now  bought  her  parents'  farm  for  9,000  Crowns, 
stock  and  tools  for  12  00  crowns;  they  are  going  to  take  possession  immedi- 
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ately.  It  looks  as  though  our  family  is  going  back  to  the  soil,  our  ances¬ 
tors  were  farmers.  As  before  mentioned,  we  gave  our  consent  to  go  into 
this  deal  as  partners  with  our  son.  We  have  so  far,  together  with  Frank, 
paid  5,2  00  crowns  on  the  farm.  Christine  has  been  out  this  fall  and  win¬ 
ter  working  as  a  nurse  and  has  made  quite  a  little  money. 

May  28,  1901:  We  received  a  letter  from  Frank  with  the  joyful  news 
that  a  big  son  had  been  bom  to  them  on  April  10,  1901,  10:50  p.m.  Alfrida 
has  had  a  difficult  childbirth,  but  both  her  and  baby  were  doing  fine. 

My  work  in  Belvidere  lasted  till  March  30th.  This  summer  I  am 
working  here  in  Elgin  on  buildings  for  a  publishing  house.  We  now  have 
a  bricklayers  union  which  I  Joined  April  2  7th  of  this  year.  Through  the 
efforts  of  this  union  we  are  now  receiving  40  cents  for  laying  brick  and 
30  cents  for  stone  per  hour,  and  the  work  day  was  cut  from  ten  to  nine 
hours.  We  now  have  good  times,  plenty  of  work  and  higher  wages. 

May  12th  Frank  writes:  The  kid  is  doing  fine,  he  grows  fast  and  is 
big  and  strong.  He  certainly  thrives  in  this  world,  he  sleeps  night  and 
day,  I  have  not  yet  heard  him  holler.  When  he  is  awake  and  hungry  he 
only  grunts  and  as  soon  as  he  gets  filled  up  he  goes  to  sleep  again.  He 
seems  well  satisfied,  he  has  long  dark  hair. 

June  9:  Alfrida  writes  that  her  son  has  been  christened  Lngvar 
Reinhold.  This  young  fellow,  lngvar  Reinhold,  is  now  a  new  object  for 
Christine.  Fler  heart  is  overflowing  with  love,  she  has  prepared  a  box 
containing  shoes  for  him,  with  a  dollar  in  each  shoe,  stockings  and  many 
other  little  things.  We  sent  the  box  last  night,  postage  was  73  cents. 

September  19:  I  have  this  day  taken  part  in  the  mourning  ceremonies 
in  honor  of  our  beloved  President  William  McKinley.  He  was  shot  at 
Buffalo  by  an  anarchist  the  6th  of  this  month,  he  died  on  the  14th  and  was 
buried  today,  the  19th  of  September,  1901,  at  his  home  town.  Canton, 
Ohio.  All  work  and  places  of  business  the  country  over  were  closed  this 
afternoon  to  pay  this  last  tribute.  The  ceremonies  here  were  grand,  a  big 
procession  to  the  city's  cemetery,  music,  singing  and  speaking  there, 
and  in  the  evening  services  in  all  churches,  the  whole  city  was  decorated 
in  mourning . 

Frank  writes  September  29th:  "lngvar  is  getting  big,  it  is  much 
pleasure  to  have  him.  He  waves  his  hands  and  laughs  and  makes  lots  of 
noise,  he  can  now  sit  up  alone. 

December  2  5:  It  is  Christmas  and  I  sit  here  all  alone,  Christine  is 
out  helping  a  poor  family.  An  army  of  old  and  dear  memories  of  days  long 
gone  by  go  through  my  mind  about  our  dear  ones  over  in  Sweden. 
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There  lingers  yet  in  the  memory  of  my  childhood , 

a  luster  that  is  undimmed, 

which  tells  of  Joys  unfeined; 

of  candles  on  green  boughs  that  warm  the  soul. 

How  unreal  the  luminous  glare  of  artificial  hearths 
and  "suns"  that  blaze  and  glow. 

None  are  so  beautiful  as  candles  burning  on  a  wreath 
having  lit  them  all,  that  is  what  I  know. 


January  25,  1902;  The  past  year  has  been  the  best  year  I  have 
ever  had,  I  have  averaged  $2.68  per  day,  figuring  300  work  days  in  the 
year.  After  getting  through  at  the  Elgin  State  Hospital,  I  went  to  Elbum, 

T  h'  ^  90t  a  job  at  Batavia,  Dlinois 

1  still  have  work  which  is  unusual  for  a  bricklayer  this  time  of  the  year. 

The  22nd  of  this  month  we  had  a  letter  from  Frank,  he  writes  that 
cordwood.  He  has  white  rock  on  the  place  called  quartz 
which  he  is  trying  to  sell.  December  13,  1901,  we  sent  Frank  1500 

Frank's  father-in-law  only 

2  300  crowns .  ^ 


March  23;  The  winter  has  been  mild  and  I  have  been  working  in 

now°5^4  are 

hour  day  ^  ^  bricklayers  and  $3. 15  for  stone  masons,  for  a  nine 

received  a  letter  from  Frank  informing  us 
of  the  arrival  of  another  son  on  June  4th,  mother  and  baby  doing  fine. 

July  2  6;  Frank  writes,  "We  have  decided  to  fulfill  your  wishes  in 

baptized  July  11th,  and  we  will 

call  him  Axel  Frltjof,  as  you  wished.  It  took  a  burden  off  of  Alfrida's 
mind,  as  she  has  been  much  puzzled  what  to  call  the  new  baby;  he  is  big 
and  fat.  Ingvar  can  walk  now,  he  does  not  like  his  brother  because  he 
Mnnot  be  with  his  mother  so  much  now.  When  you  come  here,  you  will 
be  sinprlsed  to  see  such  big  grandsons.  I  thought  mother  should  be  dis¬ 
appointed  to  hear  that  this  second  baby  is  also  a  boy,  but  I  am  glad  it  is 
a  boy,  I  like  boys  best." 

Alfrida's  sister  Ida's  husband,  Olof  Jonsson,  has  fallen  into  a 
deep  well,  he  was  drowned,  the  fall  also  broke  his  neck. 

On  November  1st,  Christine  sent  Frank  50  crowns  to  buy  a  cook 
^ove.  December  10th,  I  sent  Frank  1,000  crowns  to  pay  off  on  the  farm, 
^e  simmer  was  wet  and  cold,  but  the  fall  was  nice.  I  worked  at  Zion 
City  Wisconsin  from  August  11th  tHl  October  13th;  I  there  made  a  new 
record  in  wages;  durmg  the  last  two  weeks  of  August  I  earned  $63.50  and 
for  the  whole  month  $  1 19.80.  1902  was  also  my  record  year  in  earnings , 

I  averaged  $3.2  7  per  day,  figuring  300  work  days  in  the  year. 
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After  I  finished  at  Zion  City,  I  worked  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  and  am 
now  working  here  in  Elgin  at  the  west  addition  to  the  Elgin  National  Watch 
factory,  it  is  a  big  job.  Christine  is  out  nursing,  so  we  are  both  working 
and  manage  to  save  money. 

My  life  insurance  I  have  turned  over  to  Hjalmar  Lidberg  as  I  figure 
that  It  will  cost  too  much  to  keep  up  in  Swedish  money  after  we  get  over 
to  Sweden.  If  he  keeps  up  my  Insurance  till  my  death,  he  Is  to  receive 
$700  and  my  family  receives  $300. 

We  are  selling  our  furniture  and  preparing  to  depart  for  Sweden. 

August  2  7,  1903:  I  have  been  working  on  the  watch  factory  building 
since  I  last  wrote;  it  has  been  a  good  job  and  has  helped  us  along  con¬ 
siderable.  Christine  has  quit  nursing  as  we  intend  to  leave  for  Sweden 
this  fall . 

Christine's  sister  Anna's  daughter,  Augusta  Martina  Frisk,  came 
over  last  spring  and  is  working  here  in  Elgin  as  a  housemaid. 

We  had  a  letter  from  Frank,  he  says  the  crops  are  good  except  for 
the  potatoes  that  froze  in  the  early  summer.  Frank  Is  blasting  out  the 
quartz  rock  in  the  mountain  on  his  land  and  is  selling  it  for  eight  crowns 
a  ton;  the  quartz  is  used  in  the  iron  Industry.  We  have  sold  most  of  our 
furniture  and  intend  to  depart  for  Sweden. 

We  visited  my  cousins,  Mathilda  Anderson  and  Carolina  Olson  in 
Chicago,  and  left  New  York  on  December  5th.  While  in  New  York  I  went 
to  Battery  Park  and  took  my  hat  off  to  the  statue  of  John  Erlcson,  the 
great  Swede,  whose  ship,  the  Monitor,  routed  the  Southern  fleet  and 
likely  saved  the  union. 

Christine  was  sick  on  the  ocean  which  made  the  voyage  unpleasant. 
The  weather  was  nice  except  for  a  couple  of  days  when  it  stormed.  We 
landed  at  Malmo,  Sweden  and  on  December  18th  we  arrived  at  our  new 
home.  We  found  Frank  and  Alfrida  in  good  health  and  they  certainly  have 
two  big  fine  boys.  We  found  the  farm  and  buildings  in  a  poorer  state 
than  we  had  expected,  so  we  have  a  big  job  here  in  rebuilding  the  place 
before  we  can  thrive.  There  is  plenty  of  timber  on  the  farm  and  we  have 
started  to  cut  trees  for  a  new  bam. 

One  day  Alfrida  drove  to  the  city  Ronneby,  the  horse  got  scared 
from  a  bicycle  and  ran  away.  She  was  thrown  out  and  injured  on  one 
side  and  her  face,  but  after  two  days  in  bed,  she  is  around  again.  The 
horse  was  caught  and  a  man  who  repaired  the  buggy  helped  her  home. 

We  continued  cutting  logs  and  hauling  to  a  sawmill  with  all  our 
might.  Also  hauling  stone  for  the  foundation  of  our  new  bam.  It  was  a 
big  job  as  the  ground  was  not  level.  We  had  the  foundation  finished  April 
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2  0th.  To  thrive  here  we  had  to  improve  and  rebuild  everything,  and  we 
realized  that  it  would  take  much  capital  and  labor.  After  talking  it  over 
we  decided  to  sell,  if  possible,  and  all  go  back  to  good  old  America. 

We  realized  that  we  were  not  farmers  and  would  not  take  enough 
interest  in  the  farm  work  to  make  it  a  success.  We  are  men  with  a  skilled 
trade  and  accustomed  to  know  when  the  day's  work  is  done.  A  farmer's 
done;  to  be  a  successful  farmer,  a  man  must  work  early  and 
late.  We  have  not  been  brought  up  to  such  a  life  and  consequently  we 
tired  of  it.  Had  this  farming  experiment  happened  in  America  it  may  have 
turned  out  different,  but  to  produce  crops  in  Sweden  from  stony  and  rocky 

land  takes  too  much  energy,  and  we  felt  that  we  could  never  be  satisfied 
there . 


We  hired  a  contractor  to  finish  building  the  barn  for  400  crowns  and 
we  were  to  furnish  all  material. 


I  decided  to  go  back  to  America  alone  and  in  the  meantime  Frank 
should  try  to  sell.  I  left  Westra  Ryd  on  May  5th;  Christine,  Frank  and 
Altrlda  took  me  by  horse  and  buggy  to  Hoby  railroad  station.  The  birches 
were  getting  their  summer  attire  and  on  the  way  we  heard  the  cuckoos  sing. 
At  the  Hoby  station  we  parted,  where  shall  we  meet  again. 


I  left  Malmo  the  next  day.  May  6,  and  Liverpool  the  11th  and  am 
now  out  on  ^e  Atlantic  Ocean  on  board  the  steamer.  Majestic,  as  I  write. 
This  is  the  best  ocean  steamer  that  I  have  crossed  the  ocean  on. 


I  arrived  in  America  May  2  1,  1904,  and  started  to  work  the  first 
days  in  June  (Elgin,  Illinois),  but  work  has  been  Irregular,  so  my  savings 
are  small.  ]n  letters  from  Westra  Ryd  I  have  been  Informed  that  Christine 
has  been  to  Smaland  and  visited  our  old  home  "Hammarslund , "  and  the 
home  of  her  bWh  and  childhood  "Alandsryd .  "  She  returned  to  Westra  Ryd 
August  18th,  but  is  now  sick  and  in  a  serious  condition;  I  am  much  worried 
and  wish  that  I  had  not  left  her  there.  Frank  is  trying  to  sell,  but  so  far 
without  success. 


■  ^  working  in  Genoa,  Ulinois,  but  now  I  am 

in  Ogin  building  smokestacks.  I  am  much  worried  as  to  Christine's  con¬ 
dition;  besides  her  sickness  she  has  had  blood  poisoning  in  the  middle 
finger  of  the  right  hand.  Frank  took  her  to  Karlshamn  Hospital  where  the 

finger  was  amputated.  She  was  at  the  hospital  four  weeks,  otherwise  her 
health  is  improving. 

completed.  1  have  this  summer  saved  1,000  crowns 
152  70);  if  I  could  put  away  enough  to  pay  my  fares,  I  have  then  done  fairly 
well  for  the  summer. 


December, 
for  the  season,  I 


1904:  As  it  was  not  likely  that  I  could  get  any  more  work 
started  to  prepare  for  the  journey  back  to  Sweden.  I  had 
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almost  reached  my  mark,  to  save  1,000  crowns  and  traveling  expenses. 

I  left  Elgin  on  December  18,  1904,  stopped  in  Chicago  over  Sunday  and 
visited  my  cousins,  Mathilda  Anderson  and  Carolina  Olson,  and  started 
for  New  York  on  the  19th. 

The  Journey  was  pleasant  and  the  weather  fine  until  we  got  out  on 
the  North  Sea.  There  I  went  through  the  most  terrible  storm  I  have  ever 
experienced,  and  finally  arrived  in  Malmo  January  1,  190  5.  Without  any 
mishaps,  I  went  by  rail  to  Karlshamn  and  the  next  morning  to  Harsjon 
Station,  where  Frank  met  me. 

They  had  just  gotten  over  the  storm  that  1  had  been  through  on  the 
North  Sea;  all  roads  were  filled  up  with  snow  to  the  tops  of  the  fences . 
Frank  was  to  meet  me  with  a  horse,  but  he  had  left  the  horse  half  way 
and  walked  through  the  woods  and  fields  to  the  station. 

At  home  I  found  all  in  good  health,  but  Christine  was  minus  one 
finger. 

During  my  absence  Frank's  family  had  been  increased  by  the  arrival 
of  another  son,  he  was  bom  December  23  ,  1904.  I  was  present  at  the 
ceremony  which  took  place  at  Hoby,  where  he  was  baptized  and  christened 
Ernest  August  on  January  2  7,  1905. 

I  had  contracted  a  severe  cold,  likely  on  the  North  Sea  during  the 
storm,  and  had  to  stay  in  the  house  for  a  few  days.  As  soon  as  I  got  well 
enough,  my  first  object  was  to  inspect  our  new  bam  which  I  found  satis¬ 
factory.  We  had  gotten  over  our  farming  idea,  we  all  longed  to  get  back 
to  America.  We  had  only  one  thought,  to  sell  and  be  free,  which  we  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  do  January  2  1,  1905.  We  sold  to  the  contractor,  Nels  Olson, 
who  built  the  bam. 

We  received  10,550  crowns  for  the  farm,  all  livestock  and  tools, 

20  bbl.  potatoes,  15  bbl.  oats,  3  bbl.  rye.  When  subtracting  the  debt 
we  had  on  the  farm,  we  had  a  balance  of  6,850  crowns.  We  also  held  an 
auction  sale  to  sell  everything  we  could  not  take  along  with  us.  February 
13th  we  had  our  sale,  which  went  fine,  and  amounted  to  about  600  crowns. 
What  grain  and  potatoes  we  had  left,  we  sold  before  the  sale  for  22  5 
crowns.  All  we  owned  we  now  converted  to  cash,  it  amounted  to  about 
1 1 ,000  crowns  . 

We  were  now  ready  for  our  journey  back  to  America,  but  we  thought 
it  best  that  Alfrida  with  the  two  youngest  boys  remain  in  Sweden  over  the 
winter.  We  thought  Ernest  August,  especially,  was  too  young  to  take 
such  a  journey  in  the  middle  of  the  winter.  Christine  took  a  last  trip  to 
"Alandsryd"  to  bid  her  relatives  good-bye. 

We  left  Alfrida ,  Axel  and  Ernest  with  Alfrida's  parents  in  Westra  Ryd 
and  took  Ingvar  with  us,  Ingvar  was  now  in  his  fourth  year.  On  the  mom- 
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ing  of  February  20,  1905,  we  left  Westra  Ryd,  I  hope  forever.  This  farm 
deal  was  a  big  mistake  and  caused  much  worry,  loss  of  time  and  money, 
but  we  got  away  in  better  financial  condition  than  I  had  dared  to  hope  for, 

Frank,  Ingvar,  Christine  and  I  left  Malmo  on  February  2  1st,  3;30 
p.  m.  We  left  our  fatherland  with  the  feeling  that  we  would  never  tread 
its  soil  again.  We  slept  at  the  immigration  hotel  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
overnight.  Next  day  we  crossed  Denmark  by  rail  and  arrived  in  Esbjerg  at 
5:30  p.  m.  We  then  went  on  board  the  North  Sea  steamer  and  to  sea  the 
same  evening,  arrived  at  Harwich,  England,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening 
of  the  2  3rd.  We  were  taken  to  the  train  and  started  off  for  Liverpool, 
arrived  there  4:00  a.  m. ,  looked  over  the  city  and  prepared  to  board  the 
ocean  liner. 

On  the  2  5th  at  noon,  we  went  on  board  Cunard  Lines  Steamship 
Caronia ,  a  new  ship  that  was  taking  its  maiden  voyage  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  Frank  was  sick  with  a  cold,  likely  contracted  while  crossing 
England,  as  it  got  very  cold  on  the  train.  At  noon  on  the  2  6th  we  stopped 
at  Queenstown,  Ireland,  and  the  same  afternoon  headed  for  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  There  was  quite  a  storm  at  sea,  tlie  waves  rolled  over  the  large 
ship,  there  was  much  seasickness  on  board,  Frank  was  recovering  from 
his  cold.  With  crew  and  passengers  we  had  3,029  people  on  board. 
Steerage  passengers  were  mostly  emigrants  from  southern  Europe  which 
made  it  a  little  unpleasant,  otherwise  it  was  the  best  voyage  I  have  had, 
everything  clean,  good  food  and  we  had  a  little  cozy  cabin  all  to  ourselves. 
The  storm  subsided  on  the  third  day.  After  we  got  out  into  the  Gulf  Stream 
the  air  was  warm  enough  to  sit  around  on  deck  in  the  sun. 

On  March  5th,  3:00  p.  m . ,  we  saw  land,  the  coast  of  our  dear 
America,  and  the  same  evening  at  9:00  p.  m.  we  were  in  New  York  harbor. 
We  had  been  so  comfortable  on  the  Caronia  that  I  almost  wished  that  the 
voyage  had  lasted  longer.  As  usual,  the  day  after  landing  in  New  York 
was  tiresome,  getting  through  the  customhouse,  Ellis  Island,  and  other 
arrangements . 

We  left  New  York  on  the  evening  of  March  6,  11:00  p.  m,  and  we 
arrived  in  Elgin  on  the  8th  without  any  adventures .  We  went  to  our  old 
friend,  August  Danielson,  where  we  were  comfortably  housed.  Frank 
lodged  with  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  E.  Smithberg. 

Frank  started  to  work  for  the  Star  Watch  Case  Co.  the  following 
Monday  as  a  "center  dlemaker" ,  at  a  wage  of  $2.2  5  per  day  for  a  ten 
hour  day.  He  got  this  job  on  condition  that  he  later  would  move  with  the 
firm  to  Ludington,  Michigan. 

We  rented  and  furnished  three  rooms  at  553  Locust  Street  where  we 
all  lived  until  Alfrida  came  over  with  the  other  two  boys .  I  started  to 
work  March  2  0th,  but  the  spring  was  very  wet,  so  I  lost  much  time.  Our 
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next  ambition  was  to  arrange  for  Alfrida  and  the  two  boys;  Frank  rented  a 
small  cottage  at  656  Wing  Street  which  we  furnished  the  best  we  could 
to  receive  them , 

Alfrida,  Axel  and  baby  Ernest  arrived  here  on  May  2  7.  Frank  and 
Ingvar  now  left  us,  so  Christine  and  I  are  alone  again. 

I  have  been  informed  that  my  cousin,  A.  J.  Anderson,  is  taking  life 
with  ease  in  Sweden,  he  just  hunts  and  fishes. 

As  we  now  are  here  in  America  for  the  rest  of  our  lives,  we  have  to 
get  a  home  of  our  own;  I  have  started  to  make  plans. 

I  have  worked  this  spring  and  summer  with  the  usual  intervals  be¬ 
tween  jobs,  at  present  I  am  witliout  work.  1  am  preparing  to  build  us  a 
home,  I  have  bought  a  land  lot  located:  lot  16,  block  #1,  Hinze  and 
Potter's  Addition,  the  address  is  470  Ryerson  Avenue,  price  $600. 

Frank  is  continuing  with  the  Star  Watch  Case  Co. ,  and  is  earning 
2  5  cents  per  hour,  he  has  been  promised  an  increase.  The  employees 
had  an  excursion  to  Ludington,  Michigan,  July  2nd,  to  see  the  new  home 
of  the  company.  The  company  intends  to  move  there  as  soon  as  the  build¬ 
ings  are  completed. 

Carl  Roos  is  dead,  he  died  in  Sweden  sometime  in  April;  he  was  a 
man  of  good  character,  honest,  sociable,  a  good  worker  and  reliable 
friend.  Blessed  be  his  memories. 

October  21:  My  earnings  have  been  fairly  good  this  summer. 
October  15th  I  started  the  work  on  our  home;  I  laid  the  first  stone  for  the 
foundation  on  October  2  0th,  the  walls  are  to  be  of  red  pressed  brick. 

Christine  is  in  feeble  health,  her  sickness  is  of  a  severe  nature, 
probably  dropsy.  Frank  is  still  with  the  same  firm.  Frank  and  Alfrida 
appear  to  be  happy,  their  children  are  robust  and  growing  rapidly.  I 
think  much  of  Alfrida,  she  is  always  so  kind  and  friendly  toward  me. 

Frank  has  insured  his  life  for  another  $2,000,  he  had  $1,000  previously. 

Christine  is  going  to  Chicago  twice  a  week  for  Turkish  bath  treat¬ 
ments  . 

January  7,  1906:  From  the  previous  year  one  can  see  that  it  was 
full  of  incidents;  we  turned  over  another  leaf  and  went  back  to  our  trades, 
to  the  elements  for  which  we  are  trained  and  adapted. 

I  am  now  so  far  advanced  with  our  new  home,  that  I  have  the  win¬ 
dows  in;  it  is  a  big  job  for  one  man  to  build  a  house  of  this  design  and 
proportion.  I  have  so  far  been  favored  with  good  weather  so  I  have  been 
able  to  work  on  the  house  almost  every  day. 
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25  - 

7  1/2  hrs. 

25  - 

9  hrs . 

27  - 


APRIL  1901 

Summer  day,  will  begin  working  9  hours.  Paid  my  assessment, 
Nice  day;  we  were  four  at  laying  brick  today. 

Summer  day;  am  now  a  fully  paid  up  member  of  the  union. 


9  hrs . 

28  (Sun.)  Summer  weather;  was  home  all  day,  the  trees  are  leafing  out. 

29  Bright  sunshine  and  terribly  hot.  Laid  stone.  Received  letter  from  cousin 


9  hrs . 


30  - 

4  hrs . 


/-'I  r*  fi  n  -  V — ACLiCI  lIUUI  UUUaJ 

Clara  Solla  Roos  (in  Sweden)  mentioning  that  Johan  August  Anderson  was 
planning  to  pay  us  a  visit.  (He  had  emigrated  1882  and  returned  1894) 

Cloudy  and  rainy,  quit  work  at  11  o'clock;  helped  Christine  "clean  house 
Received  $34.20  for  wages. 


Picture  below  shows  G.  R.  Carlson  (nearest  camera)  working  on  the  Watch  Factory. 
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FEBRUARY  1906 

Rained  all  day;  made  a  bench;  lath  men  are  finished. 

2  5  (Sun.)  (excerpt)  Cleaned  out  the  new  house,  sought  to  engage  a  plasterer. 

(excerpt)  Carlson,  the  plasterer,  was  here  today  and  promised  to  help  me. 

»  28  (e’^cerpt)  Am  getting  everything  ready  for  plastering,  Alfrlda  was  here. 

Picture  shows  G.  R.  Carlson  at  the  side  of  his  new  home  at  470  Ryerson  Avenue 
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APRIL  1899 

in  h  =  (excerpt)  Received  letter  from  Anna  in  "Alandryd,"  she  left  March  29th 

lOhrs.  (Hours  denote  time  on  joL.)  c  i  iviarun  ^  am . 

18  (excerpt)  Prank  came  home  from  Chicago  yesterday  afternoon.  Received 


/r»/  In  1  (excerpt)  Prank  came  home  from  Chicago  yest 

(  O  °  fnentionlng  Anna  will  be  here  tomorrow 

. .  .  ■  . 

y  ^ 


4  1/?  hrs  Vi/orked  until  11;30;  met  the  train  at  3  o'clock.  Anna  brought 

4  1/2  hrs.  much  news  from  her  home.  lULiyin. 


f  TORRELL  was  married  to  ROBERT  NELSON  today  "GOOD  LUCK 

MARCH  31  -  Easter  Sunday,  had  visit  from  the  newlyweds.  Frisk  girls  were  here. 


Pictures  below:  ANNA  TORRELL  and  ROBERT  NELSON  In  1906;  their  two  daughters 
Mabel  and  Hazel,  In  front  of  their  father's  store,  1918. 
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April  22:  The  winter  has  been  mild,  so  I  have  been  able  to  work  on 
our  new  home  without  interference  from  the  weather;  it  is  not  completed, 
but  we  moved  in,  upstairs,  April  17th.  I  have  hired  two  carpenters  to 
help  me  finish  the  inside,  1  am  finishing  the  outside  myself.  It  has  been 
a  big  job  and  I  am  getting  tired  of  it,  I  expect  it  will  be  completed  in  two 
weeks,  it  also  cost  more  than  was  estimated.  I  have  the  first  floor  rented 
for  $14  a  month.  Frank  is  sick  abed  and  Ingvar  and  Axel  are  with  us. 

July  17:  We  now  have  our  home  completed  except  for  small  details, 
our  tenants  moved  in  on  June  1st.  I  started  to  work  for  Juby  Bros,  at 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois,  on  May  10th. 

Frank  and  his  family  moved  to  Ludington,  Michigan,  on  June  8th. 
Frank  has  not  been  in  the  best  of  health  lately,  fie  has  had  an  operation 
in  the  nose,  he  at  times  has  difficulty  with  breathing. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Hilda  Anderson  in  Sweden,  now  Mrs. 
Gustaf  Carlson,  daughter  to  my  cousin,  A.  J.  Anderson.  She  writes  very 
cordially  and  says  that  she  has  her  dearest  memories  when  we  lived  in 
"Hammarslund"  and  she,  as  a  young  girl,  visited  us,  there  we  played  the 
organ  and  sang.  She  further  writes  that  her  mother,  Clara  Anderson, 
passed  away  May  10th  of  this  year.  When  I  reminisce,  I  remember  Clara 
as  a  fine  developed  girl  of  nineteen;  a  strong  friendship  developed  between 
us  that  lasted  for  life.  Like  her  mother  she  had  the  reputation  for  being 
smart,  honest,  steadfast,  ambitious  and  had  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Rest  in  peace  dear  friend  of  my  youth. 

Frank  and  family  are  in  Ludington,  Michigan,  and  in  good  health. 
Frank  was  home  with  us  over  the  Christmas  holidays,  Ingvar  was  also 
along.  Frank  is  now  earning  30  cents  an  hour. 

Christine's  niece,  Hilma  Adina  Frisk,  sister  to  Augusta  and  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Christine's  sister,  Anna,  came  over  from  Sweden  last  November. 

She  is  a  fine  developed  girl  of  seventeen  years . 

Anna  Elizabeth  Torrel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Robert  Nelson  on 
the  30th  of  March,  1907.  Mr.  Nelson  was  bom  in  America,  his  parents 
came  from  Granna,  Sweden,  about  2  7  years  ago.  Anna  Elizabeth  had  for 
seven  years  worked  for  the  same  family  as  cook  and  housemaid.  The 
nice  presents  she  received  from  them  testify  that  she  was  well  liked.  We 
wish  her  and  her  husband  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  their  matrimonial 
union  to  be  one  of  harmony  and  blessings. 

As  before  mentioned,  Carl  Roos  is  dead,  his  wife,  Clara,  and  her 
father,  A.  P.  Anderson,  have  rented  out  "Hjortstad"  and  moved  to  Balders- 
rum.  I  understand  that  "Hjortstad"  is  for  sale;  continually  for  100  years, 
it  has  been  occupied  by  some  member  of  our  family.  Two  sons  of  Carl  Roos 
are  living  in  Chicago. 
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September  9;  The  times  are  good  with  plenty  of  work;  my  hour  rate 
is  60  cents,  the  highest  I  have  ever  had.  During  August  I  made  a  new 
record,  $12  7.20  (8  hour  day).  Christine's  health  has  Improved  under  the 
care  of  Doctor  Reese.  Christine  has  visited  Frank  for  four  weeks,  she 
returned  August  2  3rd.  Frank  has  bought  a  house  for  $1400,  he  put  in  a 
bathroom,  cost  $100.  He  paid  down  $550,  so  he  is  in  debt  for  $950. 

We  went  to  Ludington  over  Christmas,  1907,  to  visit  Frank,  we 
three  weeks.  During  our  stay  there  1  put  in  a  new  window 
and  did  some  other  little  improvements  to  the  house.  Their  boys  are  big 
and  robust  and  full  of  mischief.  While  there  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
boss  to  return  to  Elgin  as  he  had  work  for  me,  this  made  us  return  sooner 
than  we  Intended.  On  crossing  Lake  Michigan  we  encountered  a  terrible 
snow  storm;  the  usual  time  to  cross  is  7-8  hours,  it  took  us  24;  the  lake 
was  so  rough,  the  boat  was  tossed  around  like  a  nut  shell.  Because  of 
the  heavy  snow  it  took  six  hours  by  train  from  Chicago  to  Elgin. 

April  8,  1908:  Frank  has  sold  his  house  in  Ludington  for  $1600. 
There  is  a  great  fight  going  on  all  over  the  country  between  prohibitionists 
and  the  liquor  interests.  The  two  parties  are  called  wets  and  drys;  the 
drys  lost  in  the  election  here  yesterday,  but  have  gained  much  ground  all 
through  the  country. 


The  mason  (stone)  trade  is  one  of  the  oldest  on  our  earth,  the  mason 
ot  long  ago  was  the  toils  aristocrat;  we  point  back  with  pride  to  Egypt's 
old  and  beautiful  buildings,  even  after  four  to  six  thousand  years;  many 
uildings  in  our  native  land  and  elsewhere  in  Europe  are  so  old  that  there 
are  no  records  of  when  they  were  built,  they  stand  there  like  monuments 
to  a  vanished  time. 


Buildings  in  our  time  will  stand  for  30  to  50  years,  what  is  the 
reason,  ^e  mason  is  more  and  more  being  converted  into  a  machine  to 
throw  together  stone  or  brick  and  mortar  at  the  highest  possible  speed'  to 
make  a  profit  for  his  employer.  ' 


In  years  gone  by  it  was  an  honpr  to  do  a  good  job,  but  now  it  is 
quantity  not  quality.  It  is  a  merit  to  throw  in  much  brick  in  a  day,  but  the 
job  must  be  done  so  the  architect  or  inspector  can  not  see  the  defects. 


ine  greediness  of  contractors  and  unionism  are  the  causes, 
password  is:  "Fast  and  cheap"  without  consideration  for  quality. 

If  the  great  Masters  that  built  Temples  and  Pyramids  could  see  mason 
art  of  our  day,  especially  in  this  country,  they  would  look  on  in  pity. 

July  12:  Frank  and  family  with  Halmar  Lidberg  and  family,  all  from 
Lu^dington,  Michigan,  visited  us  over  the  fourth  of  July;  Frank  went  in  to 
Chicago  to  consult  Doctor  Reese  (Christine's  doctor). 
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November  15:  I  continue  to  work  for  Juby  Bros,  (building  contrac¬ 
tors).  Work  has  been  plentiful  all  through  the  summer;  my  work  has  been 
mostly  in  the  small  surrounding  towns.  I  am  working  at  present  at  Naper¬ 
ville,  Illinois.  The  financial  panic  before  mentioned  has  now  subsided 
and  times  are  back  to  about  normal.  The  building  trades  were  not  affected 
much  by  the  panic,  and  now  that  the  Republican  Party  won  the  election,  I 
expect  good  times. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  was  made  happy  by  the  arrival  of 
a  daughter  in  the  rnohth  of  September. 

A  card  received  from  Frank  reads:  "Ludington,  Michigan,  November 
5,  1908.  Dear  Parents:  I  am  very  busy  this  week  with  moving;  I  bought  a 
six  room  house  (new  cottage)  last  Saturday  night  for  $950,  Alfrida  likes  our 
new  home  very  much.  We  have  plenty  of  room,  so  you  better  come  over  for 
a  visit  soon.  Our  address  Is  now  109  Franklin  St.  Your  loving  son,  C. 
Frank  Carlson . " 

February  28,  1909:  About  New  Year  time  we  read  in  a  Swedish  news¬ 
paper  that  Christine's  brother,  Johannes,  had  been  found  dead  in  a  well. 
Whether  it  was  an  accident  or  suicide  can  never  be  determined.  Fie  was 
a  sufferer  of  epileptic  fits  and  might  have  fallen  into  the  well  during  a  fit. 
As  a  child  he  was  afflicted  with  brain  fever  which  was  responsible  for  his 
condition.  May  he  rest  in  peace. 

Frank  went  to  Denver,  Colorado,  February  9th,  on  account  of  his 
asthma.  I  visited  Frank  before  he  left  and  stayed  with  Alfrida  until  Febru¬ 
ary  2  6th.  I  took  Ernest  with  me  back  to  our  home  in  Elgin,  so  he  is  at 
present  with  us.  The  house  that  Frank  bought  last  fall  is  very  good  for 
the  money  he  paid. 

March  17:  Frank  returned  from  Denver,  he  looked  much  improved 
and  says  he  feels  fine.  He  stayed  here  with  us  until  the  2  0th,  he  then 
returned  to  Ludington,  taking  Ernest  along. 

June  7:  Augusta  M.  Frisk  went  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  April  30th, 
and  was  there  married  to  Carl  Sigfrid  Norlander,  May  15;  Mr.  Norlander 
was  bom  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  and  is  a  machinist  by  trade.  We  made 
his  acquaintance  here  in  Elgin  last  year.  We  wish  them  good  luck. 

March  9,  1910:  Mrs.  Norlander  (Augusta  Frisk)  says  she  is  very 
happy.  Her  sister,  Hllma  Adina,  went  to  Colorado  the  first  part  of 
August. 

My  cousin,  Mathilda  Anderson  (of  Chicago),  visited  us  lately, 
with  the  news  that  her  father,  A.  P.  Anderson,  has  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Clara,  in  Baldersrum;  he  was  buried  November  28, 
1909.  He  has  for  several  years  been  bedridden.  May  he  rest  in  peace. 
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This  event  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  the  passing  of  A.  P 
marks  the  end  of  his  generation. 


Anderson 


■  .  s  health  last  summer  was  quite  satisfactory,  but  during  the 

winter  he  suffered  much  from  asthma.  He  thinks  he  ought  to  get  out  of 
the  shop  and  thereby  get  more  fresh  air;  therefore,  he  bought  a  35-^cre 
fruit  and  vegetable  farm.  It  is  located  one  mile  east  and  one-quarter 
mile  nor^  of  Ludington.  The  price  was  $2,700,  including  two  cows,  one 
ber2^5  ^1909^^^  tools.  They  moved  to  their  new  home  Novem- 

It  looks  as  though  this  farm  deal  was  not  a  bad  one,  but  it  now 
remains  to  be  seen  if  they  will  succeed.  I  have  several  times  before 
mentioned  m  this  history  that  it  is  against  my  principles  that  a  man  with 
a  trade  should  try  to  make  a  living  on  a  farm.  If  It  Is  for  regalnlnrhealth 
it  must  be  considered  from  a  different  angle.  ' 

Season  lasted  almost  untU  Christmas. 
January  6th  I  went  to  Ludington  with  the  intention  to  build  two  bedrooms 
in  the  attic  of  Frank's  home.  Instead  we  decided  to  move  the  house*  it 
was  located  quite  low,  so  in  the  wet  seasons  water  would  seep  into'the 
asement.  With  t^he  help  of  a  house  mover,  I  moved  the  house  about  one 
hundred  feet  south  to  higher  ground.  I  built  a  basement,  put  in  cement 
floors  and  built  an  addition,  a  kitchen  and  bathroom.  I  returned  home 
April  IJth  and  again  went  to  work  for  Juby  Bros. 

workint^^t^U  ^  Ludington  last  spring,  I  have  been 

working  at  St  Charles,  Ulinois ,  on  a  large  Catholic  church.  On  July  1st 

good  health.  The  house  looks  very  nice;  Frank  has  had  a  porch  built  on 

P  painted  on  outside,  painted  and  papered  on  the  inside, 

it  is  the  best  looking  place  in  the  neighborhood. 

We  have  received  the  sad  news  that  Alfrida's  parents  are  both  dead* 
they  were  in  feeble  health  the  last  few  years.  Alfrida's  mother,  Bertha 

son  ?une  !2'  ^^eman  Isack- 

son,  June  12,  1911,  they  were  both  about  77  years  of  age.  They  had 

brought  up  a  large  family;  out  of  12  children,  nine  daughters  were  living 
until  a  few  years  ago,  all  big  and  husky,  hard  working  women.  The  perc¬ 
ents  are  survived  by  seven  daughters.  May  they  rest  in  peace. 

^912:  My  work  lasted  until  Christmas,  I  have  had  a  fairly 
went  to  Ludington  January  12th  and  dug  out  under  the  kitchen 
s  home,  thereby  making  a  laundry  and  fruit  room;  they  are  now 
pretty  well  equipped,  laundry,  bathroom,  hot  and  cold  water.  They  have 
ired  Halmar  Lidberg's  father  to  work  the  farm;  Frank  continues  at  the  shop 

mer  anH^pfii  °  health.  Christine  was  over  to  see  them  last  sum¬ 

mer  and  fall  and  helped  pick  berries  and  fruit.  They  had  a  very  severe 
winter  in  Ludington,  the  snow  was  up  over  the  fences. 
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January  1,  1914:  Frank  had  a  pretty  good  year  on  the  farm.  Alfrida 
had  a  severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  last  spring.  They  were 
all  here  for  a  week's  visit  over  the  4th  of  July. 

April  19:  I  went  to  Ludington  January  15;  they  met  me  in  town,  all 
were  well.  I  built  two  rooms  upstairs,  put  a  new  roof  on  the  house  and 
other  little  improvements.  I  returned  to  Elgin  April  18th.  They  are  ex¬ 
pecting  an  increase  in  the  family  soon.  Frank  has  bought  350  cherry  trees 
which  he  is  planting.  . 

On  May  2  7th  Christine  went  to  Ludington  to  help  Alfrida  with  the 
new  arrival  they  are  expecting.  During  this  pregnancy,  Alfrida  has  not 
been  well,  as  other  troubles  had  set  in. 

On  April  13th  a  boy  was  born  whom  they  called  Oscar.  He  seemed 
strong  and  healthy  at  birth,  but  took  sick  on  tlie  third  day  and  died;  he 
was  buried  the  next  day.  The  baby  was  bom  in  the  Stems  Hospital. 

January  2  ,  1915:  I  have  been  working  in  Chicago  and  La  Grange, 
and  now  have  a  job  in  Elgin.  I  have  had  this  summer  the  highest  wages 
in  my  life,  75  cents  per  hour.  I  am  glad  we  are  in  America,  away  from 
the  troublesome  and  hard  times  in  our  native  land  that  the  terrible  world 
war  has  brought  on,  and  which  is  now  tearing  Europe  to  pieces.  There 
is  one  thing  1  regret,  that  1  never  got  a  chance  to  see  my  home  town  of 
Gamleby  after  it  had  started  to  boom  and  develop. 

Through  letters  and  pictures  ,  1  have  seen  that  Gamleby  has  pro¬ 
gressed  more  in  the  last  few  years  than  it  had  before  in  centuries.  The 
old  church  ruins  have  been  removed  and  in  its  place  are  now  two  beauti¬ 
ful  buildings,  one  is  a  high  school  and  the  other  a  bank.  The  town  now 
has  two  banks,  and  many  pretty  buildings  have  been  erected  both  in  and 
around  town.  The  old  sawmill  over  the  stream  is  no  more,  in  its  place 
is  a  modern  machine  shop.  The  old  flourmill  has  been  rebuilt.  Instead 
of  the  old  wooden  bridge  across  the  stream,  there  is  now  one  of  granite. 
There  is  quite  a  large  industry  which  makes  granite  paving  blocks  for 
which  the  big  mountains  give  an  inexhaustible  supply.  In  years  gone  by 
the  lumber  industry  flourished,  but  it  is  now  diminishing  as  the  forests 
are  getting  thin.  The  town  has  bought  a  beautiful  piece  of  land  adjoining 
the  town  for  a  park  in  which  they  have  a  municipal  bathhouse.  Tliere  is 
also  near  town  a  brick  yard  of  considerable  capacity. 

August  5:  Last  winter  I  worked  at  intervals  when  weather  permitted. 
I  had  one  job  in  Dundee,  Illinois,  another  at  Hampshire.  May  3rd  I  went 
over  to  Ludington  to  build  a  barn  for  Frank.  Frank  and  the  boys  met  me  at 
the  station;  they  were  all  well.  On  the  10th  we  tore  down  the  old  bam  and 
on  July  22nd  I  had  a  new  bam  in  its  place. 

The  times  are  not  so  good  now,  and  work  is  scarce;  prices  are  high. 
On  returning  home  I  find  many  masons  idle,  and  I  have  as  yet  no  work  in 
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-O's)  uad  yddimaQ  Jadl  nosa  avail  i  ,  -vaiuiuiq  boa  aiollei  rlpuoirfr 
ailT  .£t>itJU«nao  ai  tnoWi  bad  a  nartf  eiaay  wai  laal  adi  ni  aiom  baaaaip 
-iTVSod  owi  won  aiA  aokUi  an  nl  bnn  onvOitiai  ooad  avad  anlm  ft'.Atufio  bio 
woa  nwt'j}  attr  .jln/id  o  lodio  adi  Lit  loodoa  rivlil  a  ai  ana  (tv/Pbliifd  lal 
bna  ni  itiod  baloaio  /a?-Jd  ovimI  uMi^bUixJ  yjJotq  yoeai  boa  ,8j4nai  owl  aaii 
doak]  all  ni  ,a»ott‘  on  «*  mflaua  adi  itfVO'llimwae  bio  alff  .nwoJ  bniioia 
baaifttit  .JUiidai  navd  aari  ib/rnttoll*  bio  arff  .qoda  aniitoAoi  inabom  a  al 
.allnfcip  ^  ono  won  a^aiam  ,  (iiaoijn.  wW  aeoioa  apblid  naboow  bio  aiU  lo 
Tol  ej*lo*><d  i>n<va<i  aJidaib  kaHom  riolriw  yiiaoUii'  aipiel  »  aiiup  ai  aiadT 

yd  anpv  aiaay  ni  ,  ylqtjua  akba^i/nllxanj  a«  avip  anlA>l/wo<n  pid  adJ  liolilw 
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i/nlnloit)La  bnal  l<i  autilq, lulllvAadt  a  jiii'iioU  oait  nwoi  adT  .nidi  \fnit199  ana 
at  6Ta<fr  .avuOfUiJrtCi  laqlolfU/j'tj  »  ovad  yaifi  doldw  nt  ^naq  a  to!  rrwOl  aril 
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la  am  latp  ayod  adl  bna  .^nafl  .dnari  10I  /ned  a  bllud  01  noiy/il^^  <>i 
mad  bio  on;  nwoo  010}  rw  tisQl  aifi  aO  .Uuw  Ui  &tww  yefll  ;nolJala  adi 
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changeable,  rain,  cold,  fog,  very  disagree- 
?)!  ^  Michigan  frost  and  drought  partly  destroyed  the  strawberrLs  and 

and"L  hin  cows  died 

and  so  had  to  replace  them. 

Frank's  boys  are  big  and  robust,  they  are  learning  to  play  the  violin. 

workiJa'JhpT.^  is  ho^e 

working  the  farm.  Ingvar  was  confirmed  last  spring;  I  sent  him  a  watch 

an^d  money  for  a  suit  of  clothes.  Frank's  boys  are  big  and  strong  like  bears 

Christine  was  over  to  Ludington  in  September.  Times  are  now  back  to 

is  a^dvin^inn^ Plentiful  and  good  wages  are  paid.  Everything  of  necessity 
little  ^  ^  price,  so  one  needs  higher  wages  to  be  able  to  save  a 


April  26,  1917:  Alfrida  had  been  in  fairly  good  health  the  last  vear 
her  rheumatism  had  disappeared,  but  lately  she  has  been  failing  in  hjalth 

P^^egnant  condition.  Christine  went  over  to  Ludington  on 
March  4th  to  help  them  as  Alfrida's  condition  was  getting  more  serious 
Shortly  afterward  Alfrida  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  on  April  11th  she’ 
gave  birth  to  a  girl.  The  birth  was  normal  and  they  thought  all  dangers 

^  on  April  14th  Alfrida's  siste?  Mrs 
readf  received  a  telegram  (I  was  not  home  at  the  time)  which 


"Ludington,  Michigan;  April  14,  1917,  10:04  A.M. 

Mrs.  Tillie  Smithberg ,  508  Ashland  Ave.  ,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Mfrida  dead,  ask  father's  advice  about  shipping  body  to 
Elgin.  We  are  undecided  here,  let  us  know  at  once. 


R  ono  Alfrida  in  Elgin,  and  advised  Frank.  I  bought 

burial  lot  at  Bluff  City  Cemetery.  On  the  17th  at  noon  they 
amved  here  with  ^e  body,  Christine,  Frank  and  the  boys.  the  after- 

last  r^tta^plaoe 

Alfrida  was  a  good  woman,  she  lived  for  her  family;  a  good  careful 
chudre^'n  ambition  went  for  the  welfare  of  husband'and 

?h1p  n*  ®  woman  with  a  great  ambition,  she  could  never  be 

idle.  During  the  days  of  her  health  she  possessed  great  physical  strength 
and  endurance;  it  was  a  hard  blow  for  us  and  Frank.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  bring  up  the  baby  girl  without  the  mother.  Alfrida  is  gone  only  memo¬ 
ries  remain,  we  mourn  her  sincerely.  Blessed  be  her  memories. 

Christine  returned  to  Ludington  on  the  19th 
Christine  went  with  to  help  with  the  household  and  to  care  for  tL  baby 
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I  am  afraid  it  will  be  too  much  for  Christine,  she  is  getting  along  in  years 
They  arrived  in  Ludington  the  next  morning,  the  2  0th.  The  baby  had  been 
left  at  the  hospital  and  they  now  went  after  her,  her  name  is  Ruth  Ingeborg 

July  16:  Realizing  the  difficulty  in  running  the  farm  without  a  wife 
and  besides  having  a  baby,  Frank  decided  to  sell  the  farm.  He  inserted 
the  following  ad  in  a  Swedish  newspaper  with  good  result:  "On  account 
of  the  death  of  my  wife,  I  wish  to  sell  my  35  acre  farm;  located  one  mile 
east  and  one-quarter  mile  north  of  Ludington,  Michigan.  The  house  con¬ 
tains  seven  rooms  and  bath,  warm  and  cold  water  basement  with  laundry 
and  fruit  room,  cement  floors,  cement  walks  from  road  to- house  and  bam; 
windmill,  with  water  piped  to  buildings;  new  roomy  bam  with  cement  floor; 
four  cows,  two  heifers,  one  horse,  two  hogs,  seventy -five  chickens, 
wagons  and  implements.  Eight  acres  in  fruit  orchard,  two  and  one -half 
acres  berries;  the  remainder  in  oats,  com,  hay  and  roots;  price  $5,000. 
Frank  Carlson,  R.F.  D.  #4,  Box  135,  Ludington,  Michigan." 

He  got  a  lot  of  prospective  replies  and  finally  sold  to  a  Swedish 
widow  from  Duluth,  Minnesota.  This  woman  had  sixteen  children.  Frank 
sold  cheap,  $4,200,  but  received  all  cash.  On  June  21st  Christine  with 
Ruth  Ingeborg,  Frank,  Axel  and  Ernest,  arrived  here  in  Elgin.  Ingvar 
stayed  in  Michigan  and  hired  out  to  a  farmer.  A  couple  days  later  Axel 
went  to  an  aunt,  a  sister  to  his  mother,  Ella  Anderson,  on  a  farm  at 
Granada,  Minnesota.  Ruth  Ingeborg  is  a  good  baby  and  appears  to  be  in 
good  health,  perhaps  she  will  be  a  comfort  and  joy  to  us  in  our  old  age. 

January  1,  1918:  Ingvar  gave  up  Ludington  and  came  to  Elgin  in 
October.  After  a  few  days  visit,  he  went  to  his  brother  in  Granada, 
Minnesota.  Ernest  is  going  to  school.  Baby  Ruth  is  quite  cranky,  es¬ 
pecially  at  night.  She  has  of  late  not  done  so  well,  at  present  she  has 
whooping  cough;  all  the  night-wake  and  care  for  Ruth  is  too  much  for 
Christine,  lam  afraid  she  will  collapse. 

January  30,  1919:  Again  a  year  has  disappeared  in  time's  unmeas¬ 
urable  sea;  no  changes  of  importance  occurred  last  year.  In  April  we 
moved  downstairs  to  be  a  little  more  comfortable;  the  upper  floor  we  have 
rented  out.  I  had  a  fairly  good  year,  I  made  $986.75;  we  have  all  been 
in  good  health  except  that  we  all  had  a  touch  of  the  Spanish  influenza 
about  New  Year.  There  is  much  suffering  with  this  disease  the  world 
over.  At  present  I  am  home,  helping  Christine  with  the  household  and 
baby  Ruth.  Christine  celebrated  her  seventieth  birthday  on  the  2  8th  of 
this  month.  We  are,  praise  God,  in  good  health  at  our  advanced  age. 

Frank's  boys,  Ingvar  and  Axel,  visited  one  week  at  Christmas, 
from  here  they  went  to  Ludington  to  visit  their  old  home  and  friends,  and 
from  there  back  to  Minnesota.  They  are  big,  strong,  and  robust  boys. 
Ernest  is  through  the  grade  school  and  now  goes  to  high  school.  Baby 
Ruth  is  robust  and  in  good  health,  she  runs  around  and  has  started  to  do 
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mischiefs.  She  is  now  better  natured;  her  appetite,  as  far  as  solid  foods 
are  concerned,  is  not  very  big,  but  she  continues  drinking  a  quart  of  milk 
every  day. 

May  1:  Frank  re-married.  Our  new  daughter-in-law  was  a  widow, 
her  name  is  Sigrid.  She  appears  to  be  a  friendly  and  noble  woman,  she 
has  a  daughter  fourteen  years  old.  Sigrid  works  and  her  aged  mother  tends 
to  the  household.  Frank  and  Ernest  have  moved  to  her  home,  180  S.  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Translation  completed  April  23,  192  0. 

Carl  Frank  Carlson 


\ 

I 


"Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble. 
He  cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down;  he  fleeth  also  as  a  shadow 
and  continueth  not."  Job  14:  1-2 


Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson  died  on  November 
12,  1919,  following  a  brief  Illness;  his 
passing  Is  mentioned  In  succeeding  pages  . 


piciure  01  c.  oorison;  in  center  Is  his  cousin,  Carolina  Olson 
a  frequent  visitor  from  South  Chicago.  Carolina  was  the  daughter  Cf 
and  Mders  Nelson  who  moved  to  the  Island  of  Oland  ?n  1852 
Carolina  was  living  yet  In  1930  at  the  age  of  87.  Mrs  G  R  Carlson 
(Christine)  holds  her  granddaughter,  Ruth,  age  two. 
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FOREWORD  TO  MY  LIFE  -  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON 
Elgin,  Illinois  -  January  5,  192  0 


As  my  dear  father  has  passed  away  and  his  pen  forever  stopped, 
and  as  it  was  his  wish  that  this  record  be  continued,  if  possible,  to  the 
day  of  resurrection,  I  have  now  taken  up  the  task  and  will  do  the  best 
that  my  ability  allows  . 

This  record,  conceived  by  my  father,  is  the  most  valuable  inherit¬ 
ance  he  possibly  could  leave  to  his  descendants.  I  value  it  more  than  if 
father  had  left  me  a  fortune,  and  money  cannot  buy  it,  I  regard  it  as  a 
family  treasure . 

It  was  father's  intention  to  retire  from  work  last  fall  and  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor.  Our  home  he  designed 
and  built  with  his  own  hands,  is  without  debt,  and  he  succeeded  in  accu¬ 
mulating  enough  money  to  keep  him  and  mother  for  the  remainder  of  their 
days  . 


In  retirement  his  plan  was  to  rewrite  this  family  record  in  English, 
but  as  he  did  not  live  to  fulfill  his  intentions,  it  became  my  duty.  I  wish 
it  could  have  been  written  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  in  his  own  easy 
way  of  expressing  his  thoughts  and  feelings. 

Father  realized  that  if  his  writings  should  have  any  value  to  his 
descendants,  they  must  be  translated  in  the  English  language.  So  as 
soon  as  possible  after  father's  funeral.  I  began  the  translation.  I  have 
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»t^«{lJon  Rrt  bna  G^aM<?  i»6fi  i*diol  -J^ab  \a\  aA 

adi  of  \bo«nfi/«to  ud  uioi>ai  aJiii  turti  (i®fW  alft  aaw  ti  a®  bn® 

ik^  oilJ  bt  lltw  one  Ma/Ji  >#il3  avAri  I  ,floMoe;w«9^  iQ  Yob 

-|.  |  .  M  .twoile  Y»i*da  Y«n  la4J 

-tijtMini  t*o^  cffti  2f  ym  Y'^bavieanoo  .biooaflr  airff 

Vi  rt&fU  diom  Jl  'MAifV  I  .a  WMiBoaai)  9tit\  oJ  ovael  bU/co  yMieacq  »rf  eon® 
e  3®  ri  bruo«>»'i  Joniiao  Yonom  bnc  •  ®<n  Jiel  b*rf  lorfjel 

mU  kjJ  bnft  luf  /cei  Aiew  (noi)  uailsa  oJ  nolititilrti  a’laxtjet  aflw  Jl 
t>«n»ia»b  ^/i  aiuod  luO  .igciel  »iri  xob»>  iv  tohnlemei 

•*1/006  fU  tjiU^acyj^uK  ari  hne  ,jsftib  ItforlJtw  a)  .abnerf  (wo  eiii  (iiiw  lUud  bns 
iJejij  3a  ed/  14b3  Jodjo.n  bne  mirt  qoajC  o1  Y»/*om  rt©i/!>n«  pniJftlum 

*  .aYAb 


m  Ix’ioom  yitmei  aidt  e4iiv»*i  oJ  aov/  neM  «Jd  tneineilJvi  (C 
dkUy/  (  .ymb  Y«  ^‘Ae^ad  d  ,arK>;inoJAj  aid  lIDlul  oi  tvU  lo/i  bib  eH  ae  Jud 
Y«#*  fi'Yu  aid  fii  bne  .pniiltwbrierf  nwo  aid  oi  neJIiiw  need  •vod  bluoo  Ji 

/  .aipniUel  bat  airto^oitt  aid  pnlaaeiqxe  lo  Yew 

frUi  cri  aulev  x*'’®  Hvode  artnijlw  aid  !i  lad*  beaJlfi**  ledie'l 
9®  rtatlBoS  Alb  «i  boioianeiJ  ed  laom  YedJ  ,  ajfiabaeoaeb 

tfVtvif’i  .ft»>i)6tenca  udrnepsj'i  1  .inoiiMl  a’loilJel  loile  eWiaaoq  le  nooa 
’Tv  VOX  •» 


given  myself  no  rest,  but  have  worked  at  It  every  spare  minute  that  I 
hnve  had.  As  I  am  not  in  the  best  of  health,  I  could  not  afford  to  lose 
any  time  for  fear  that  I  would  not  live  to  finish  this  grand  work,  I 
thought  if  I  did  not  translate  it,  it  would  be  lost  to  my  descendants;  it 
is  by  far  too  valuable  a  thbog  i:-r  that.  1  pray  v.oir.  rr.y  father,  "Dc  r.zi 
throw  It  in  the  scrappiie.'*  My  father  3a>'3  tnat  it  ha3  not  cost  him  any¬ 
thing  in  money,  but  he  has  spent  much  timie  with  it.  This  is  for  you,  — 
so  you  will  know  where  your  fathers  came  from,  how  they  lived  and  died, 
their  means,  ways  of  living  and  customs. 

I  value  our  family  history  record  so  much  that  I  would  continue 
translating  it  even  if  it  would  be  my  last  effort  in  life.  It  perhaps  seems 
foolish  to  some  that  I  have  worked  at  this  history  all  hours  of  the  night 
until  I  have  been  almost  in  a  state  of  collapse.  Then  after  I  had  gone  to 
bed,  I  was  not  able  to  sleep  because  of  nervousness.  You  may  say,  — 
how  foolish  —  ,  yes  ,  but  we  do  not  know  the  number  of  our  days  ,  and  I 
wanted  you  to  have  your  family's  history. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  translate  from  one  language  to  another, 
especially  for  me,  as  I  have  had  no  education  from  schools  in  the  English 
language.  I  know  that  I  have  not  written  this  history  as  it  should  have 
been,  but  I  have  done  my  best! 

Although  my  father  had  never  attended  school,  he  possessed  consid¬ 
erable  ability  as  an  author.  His  easy  way  and  grace  to  express  thoughts 
and  feelings  have  been  lost  on  account  of  my  inability  to  duplicate  his 
personality . 

My  father  was  a  student  of  the  Bible.  Jesus  Sirach  or  Ecclesias- 
ticus ,  was  his  favorite  author;  you  will  find  that  he  referred  to  this  book 
in  many  places.  Perhaps  you  will  look  for  that  book  in  your  Bible  and  not 
find  it.  There  are  several  books  called  the  "Apocrypha"  that  are  not  in  the 
Bibles  of  late  issue,  but  must  be  bought  separate.  The  old  Bibles  all  con¬ 
tained  the  Apocrypha  books;  the  reason  why  these  books  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  is:  Most  Bible  students  thought  the  author  was  not  inspired  by 
God,  consequently  these  books  are  not  supposed  to  be  the  word  of  God. 
However,  you  will  find  by  reading  Jesus  Sirach's  book,  that  he  was  a  man 
of  great  ability  and  learning. 

My  father  tended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  he  bothered  none,  and 
he  knew  little  about  his  nearest  neighbors.  He  lived  for  his  home  and 
family,  and  there  had  his  interest  and  cares.  To  my  knowledge,  he  never 
had  an  enemy,  or  had  he  been  in  trouble  of  any  kind.  He  practiced, 
"Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

Father's  pastime  was  reading  and  writing,  especially  did  he  love  to 
write;  he  would  sit  for  hours  and  write,  then  throw  it  away  in  the  waste 
basket.  Among  his  writings,  besides  this  record,  he  leaves  three  books 
with  300  large  pages  containing  "Spook  Stories,"  "Ways  and  Customs  of 
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I  s&tii  iMittUn  cnfitin  Ymo  «  Jfl  bd^liow  fivari  lud  ^Je»i  off  Mee^fB  novl® 
9sol  oJ  trioiie  Juft  Uaoo  I  lo  i8»d  ^la  oi  Jon  me  I  jA  barf  ffyad 

I  iho'H  bn&Tp  aWJ  <ii  sSvti  i»oa  bluow  I  leriJ  emll  <nfl 

31  ;sinBbna3£*)b  o3  laol  ^4  Wuow  ti  Ji  Jon  btb  I  It  J.lpuoriJ 

Ton  v2*‘  .it.’iei  va  .ijvvr  /  jict  1  .idilj  tcY  \caAt  a  ^tianUv  ool  iff*  V4  « 
n6  mid  JAoo  Jon  r.en  Jt  Ji^v;  \K1  '  .sU^qcnoa  eib  Jt 

oiy<  tot  ai  2ifff  .11  rfJtw  aflUJ  stoiati  taaqa  t^ri  ert  lud  lU  pfilni 

,bftib  bfffi'bavti  v&»tJ  v-od  .moil  aitjacj  eis^fci  ^uo^<  aisHw  wood  lUw  ucr<  o* 

.emcrt^wo  bna  poivll  lo  aysw  ^enaom  liadi 


©prtiincn)  bluow  I  ledj  rtoom  oe  bToo^c^  y^oiaW  v'liittBl  mo  eul*v  t 
wnod&  aqBilioq  JJ  at  nott©  isetym  ad  biyovv  it  Vi  n»v»  it  gmieUnfiiJ 

m^tn  ©til  lo  aiuud  Ub  yiolBld  akrii  l«  h^jlicwr  »v»tt  I  laclJ  ©moe  oJ  rtaiiooi 
oj  ©fiop  b*/t  1  i9iVb  ittafTT  .  !?ij€iaLlotD  io  ©icja  b  ni  taoffiiff  (f9©d  ©vcifi  I  Itjni/ 

,  yo8  yfiffi  woY  .  aaan8uovi©ii  lo  saucPi^Kl  ul  Bid®  ion  saw  I  «b©d 

I  bnu  .ayffb  two  to  ladmun  orii  wofu4  ion  ok»  i-ud  ,asY  i  —  Haliool  worf 

«i‘Yiim6i  Tuoy  ©vttd  oJ  uoy  bt^Jnew 

» jadiona  ol  opsufrnBl  »ao  moil  euela/UBU  ol  .Tiaei  y««e  na  Jon  «4  H 
dttilofJ  ©rilffi  clooiba  (acnl  noiJffOufe©  on  terf  ryvati  I  e»  Krf  yllBloaqa© 
ovffit  bluofitt  It  «6  vToiairi  8tdi  nffJHw  ion  o^erf  I  JAdi  woni  I  .©pBupnel 

!j8©»1  ym  ©4iob  «v®ri  1  J«k1  ,iT©©a 


•biffftoa  baeCBaaod  ©d  .loodot  babrtatib  tovon  bnd  idibiffl  yin  rtijwoiiilA 
©ifipucil)  CBoiqxB  OJ  ooBit  bno  \uw  yai^afti  .tortjuo  n©  ci*  yJtiid®  ©kiijia 
©id  ©jfioilqi/b  ol  yillidfcffi  \ffi  ht  Jntrjoon  /«'  jeoi  ii©©d  ev^rf  auaii©©!  bao 


••©®i8©loo3  *io  dolWtiJ  lua©!  ©rii  it  i/(9buia  a  u&w  toriiBl  yM 

dood  «irtJ  oJ  bariBtai  ©d  jatU  bml  Uiw  u'j)c  itydiuB  Bliioval  alrf  ©aw  ,  auoil 
ion  line  ©Jdia  n  ay  nl  iood  jartl  to*  ;teoi  ibw  uuy  imadia!!  .iaofiiq  yowh  nt 
©dJ  rtl  ]on©4d  Ifctll  ''BiiqdTOOQA"  ©d)  ©^  rrtMlT  .Jl  bnll 

-noo  ilA  ©©idld  UIo  ortt-  .©imaqa©  Jrti  ffcxi  id  i©uni  JuJ  ^©uatU  oJoI  lo  a©idl€ 
-X8  ;fw©d  ov«i  iwlf  od  (.n.udj  yilw  OfiJ  UMood  ©ilqy-iOtxiAtttflJ  b©#il©l 

yd  bBiiqaai  son  bow  lodiuB  ©fb  ideuuiti  ainjilMJa  jidiri  laoM  itl  bobulo 
.boO  to  blow  ©dl  OJ  bBiK)qq|;i  ion  iw©  b^tood  naititt  Yt'n©upoanoo  ^boO 
aomoKow  art  mdj  a'liobiJ*  t:»R©l  fimhtm  yd  M)  lliw  uoy  «1©v«woH 

- ,pmrnb®X  ywltd©  tamv  U>w 

i'  a 


bii©  .©non  bainitjod  ©d  nwo  «td  ol  ylJo4tl«  b»b«©j  lorilftl  yM 

bfi*  ©mod  Aid  u*!  bovtl  ©H  .aiocfilptaii  aid  Juo<la  ©UJll  w©nd  ©d 

lovon  ©d  ,  9pb©lwci«d  ym  oT  .«©i®o  Jmiu  Jf<>iv#Jffi  &ki  b©d  ©ladj  bn©  »vlijnut 
.baoiioBiq  ©rt  .1»nid  yn©  lo  crfdo.-n)  nt  amJ  ©d  bii^t  lo  »y man©  it©  bad 

"  ,ta©di  oJ  oa  n©v©  ©V  ob  .  uoy  ol  oh  bioodb  ii©m  Ipdl  biuow  ©y  i©v©otJedW 

^  \  •■if; 


Ol  ©vol  «rt  bib  ytleiooq*©  .onittw  bn©  iK»Jb*©i  eow  ©mllanq  ©'i^dt©! 

•ciaffw  srb  lit  yaw®  n  wtnrtl  ttadl  .aHiw  bn©  rmori  wl  XU  biuow  ©d  ;©»iw 
Adood  ©©lib  »©V6©1  ®d  ,bioa©i  aJili  ©«ble©d  .©yniHw  ©id  pnomA  .i©dB©d 
k)  kmoi8vi>  Ixia  ©yoW**  •*,«oiToJg  dooqK-  ^niniainoo  ©©paq  ©oitl  00£  rtliw 
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the  Swedish  People,"  —  before  or  at  the  time  of  his  youth.  One  book 
contains  a  "Love  Story,"  another  is  about  a  young  rascal  and  his  tricks. 
He  also  leaves  a  daily  diary  for  many  years  back,  and  other  lesser 
writings  .  It  is  unfortunate  that  these  works  were  not  written  in  the 
English  language. 

Father  had  a  wonderful  memory,  one  that  never  failed,  for  instance, 
he  wrote  the  "spook  stories"  in  the  later  part  of  his  life,  he  had  heard 
them  in  his  childhood.  He  knew  almost  the  whole  Lutheran  Catechism 
by  memory,  also  the  morning  and  evening  Psalms  and  Prayers  plus  many 
passages  in  the  Bible  and  much  poetry.  Above  all  he  was  blessed  with 
good  health,  but  was  moderate  in  all  things.  He  enjoyed  a  glass  of  beer 
when  the  day's  work  was  done,  but  that  was  all.  He  enjoyed  moderate 
smoking,  even  on  the  first  day  of  his  last  sickness,  he  asked  for  asmoke. 
Once  I  half  filled  his  pipe  and  lit  it  for  him,  this  was  his  last  smoke,  — 
the  doctor  said  that  it  was  not  good  for  him. 

Although  father  appeared  to  be  as  healthy  and  vigorous  as  ever, 
he  had  slowed  down  in  his  movements  considerably  the  last  few  years, 
his  steps  were  not  as  elastic  as  in  earlier  years.  I  had  never  worked 
together  with  father  until  we  were  over  in  Sweden  where  he  helped  me 
build  a  foundation  for  a  bam.  If  I  remember  correctly,  that  foundation 
was  140  feet  by  2  8  feet,  and  in  one  place  6  feet  high;  we  built  it  from 
granite  blocks.  Father  surprised  us  all  the  way  he  worked,  he  would 
not  take  time  to  ask  for  tools  or  material,  but  ran  for  them  himself,  we 
were  too  slow  to  wait  on  him.  He  was  then  55  years  old.  And  how  he 
worked  for  me  later  in  Ludington,  Michigan,  —  moved  the  house,  built 
basement  and  additions  to  the  house  on  both  floors.  On  another  trip  he 
built  a  large  new  bam  with  only  the  assistance  of  a  helper.  Besides  all 
the  work  he  has  done  for  me,  he  has  given  me  over  $1600  in  cash  over 
the  last  15  years . 

After  father's  funeral,  I  went  to  the  construction  job  to  get  his  tools, 
but  they  had  mostly  been  stolen.  1  said  to  C.  Juby  (of  Juby  Brothers  con¬ 
tractors),  I  suppose  father  had  slowed  up  in  his  work,  he  was  getting 
along  in  years  ?  Juby  answered,  "Why  no,  we  have  not  a  young  fellow 
here  who  could  beat  him,  I  sometimes  said  to  him,  —  Gus ,  don't  work  so 
hard,  —  this  is  not  contract  work,  but  he  had  to  keep  at  his  usual  pace 
or  quit  work."  F.  Juby  said,  when  he  heard  that  father  was  dead,  "He 
was  a  grand  old  man,"  —  those  words  meant  much  and  they  touched  my 
heart.  Father  had  been  employed  by  Juby  Brothers  for  the  last  fifteen 
years;  three  of  the  Juby  brothers  were  pallbearers,  the  others  were:  my 
brother-in-law,  Charles  E.  Smithberg,  A.  Danielson  and  C.  Kleiser, 
neighbors . 

On  Thursday  evening,  November  6,  1919,  I  was  called  home,  father 
had  taken  sick  that  afternoon.  He  had  worked  till  noon  on  an  addition 
that  was  being  built  to  the  Woodruff  and  Edwards  Foundry.  He  quit  at 
noon  on  account  of  the  continuous  rain,  it  had  been  slow  and  penetrating. 
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jioori  afliL;  .tiivQ'i  aid  lo  t>mi3  orlj  la  lo  siolad  —  **<  siqo®^  rtalbawfi  erii 
eid  bffft  iadziyi  ynuiri  &  fu^a  ax  I'^rttoria  •\'fioi6  dvcxj"  6  wticixioo 
teeaai  itittJO  hn»  bibov  yrnsro  lol  \x6lb  yticb  b  s«vaal  oale  eH 

»xll  III  3oa  aXiow  98adJ  itM  arr.nulioftBU  ai  U  .aipfiiJlTW 

loi  vhdllo'i  lavitA  liidi  ano  ,y*io»uaffl  Uindbiioiir  a  bxwi  isitjaTl 
4>i6^  bBd  ail  ,dkl  Uil  jtaq  i»iBl  Adi  m  "aaltoja  ;io«i»'*  »xtt  alow  ^ 
meidoaiaO  nnoxbui  aiodw  »rU  japmlA  w»n:i  afi  .l»oodbii<lo  aid  ni  maxU 
Y^gfw  eTayBi*!  bna  axnlflB'’?  bnu  vnlmoxn  adJ  oaia  »YiofliafB  yd 

iliw  boftaaU  suw  od  li«  dvcd/x  ,vti^  tfciuin  biui  aldid  adi  fU  aoeMaaq 
xftad  lo  aaftib'  £»  dH  .avjoiili  lia  lU  'Jioiabofti  rxw  lud  »ilJl*aii  beoQ 

a»n*»bom  I>s<o{no  aH  .Ha  aew  taxM  JlU  ,a/job  «cw  ;i^w  e*yab  adJ  fradw 
d;k»m«a  xol  baitaa  ad  .aaoxiHoia  fzal  aid  io  Jmil  adJ  no  nevo  .pnDlome 
—  ,e»ioma  teal  aid  eftw  airil  ,mJd  wt  H  Ml  sdiq  »id  !lai<  I 

.Bid  iol  booi;  ton  a<w  Jl  Jflxll  biaa  lotoob  9bS 

^tovs  6fi  Eiiuiojjiv  hnti  yriil&oii  st  aU  od  i>DTj&txp|6  laitial  dpuodjlA 
.Bway  wo)  r«iftl  aiiJ  yi'imoWlMto'j  EinBmeivoxn  aid  <ti  fiwofc  bawolB  bed  ad 
ba;l3civv  lovan  bad  I  ,amiri  'loihao  m  «fl  jiiajRlo  %a  ion  eiow  «q«e  alii 
am  botiiort  ad  s  jaiiw  ftotnwB  ni  13 vo  90/  iUiui  todlal  xttiw  larilapol 

noiiafinuol  Jndi  .yiloVi’ioo  loJmoma:  I  ‘i  .mod  »  loJ  iiolJfibixool  a  bilud 
moil  II  illuU  ow  iot#l  d  ^oabj  ano  nl  biia  8S  yd  Jaoi  Ofi  Biw 
biuoA-  t«i  <bo>i30(w  oil  yew  aiij  Ma  bu  boalAjiua  istbs'l  ,a;lookl  alining 
gw  ^l^aicvld  ntmt  lol  not  lud  ^IblioJiwn  io  elooj  lol  due  oi  amil  adai  Jom 
ad  wod  bnA  .Ido  ntkgi^  Sd  nadi  eav/  uH  .nud  no  How  01  woi«  vx>i  bi«w 
lUud  *sai>o4  oXU  bovom  —  ^/teoidolM  ^nolpnibuj  ttl  aoJei  am  k)1  b»3(i<w 
ad  oiTl  loitJonfi  Bi  .  »x>o|3  drod  ao  aanoxl  adi  ol  anoUibba  bitn  Inamaiad 
lifi  eobi&oa  .T»qJ«n  li  lo  oonalaieae  »rtj  yloo  xtiiw  fn§d  wan  apiaJ  0  lUxid 
lOvc  rf«6o  HI  oad-li  wva  am  nm'io  ^tfd  on  *  aw  lot  wob  »eri  nd  Anow  adl 

i  Tiaay  ei  laal  Bdt 

,Bi*Krfalri  01  ool  bl  ir.^w  1  tiaionoi  ^ 

-000  iTKullcnU  ydiJl  lo)  yfeft/i  .b  cl  blfia-l  .haio^  aabd  yli^^oB  bail  ysxtl  twd 
yrtUiop  >«w  0x1  ,dia»  util  ni  qu  bawolft  belt  lorilB!  oaoqqix*  I  «(»noJDa\i 
woiial,  9<tiJK>y  &  ton  »v6d  aw  .on  yifW"  ^buiawwa  ydul  V  sxaay  ni  i^xioLa 
oa  Allow  l*^aob  ,e*»0  —  >mixl  oJ  bUa  BauUlanioe  I  .mix!  Jsod  hiuco  ortw  nod 
ttooq  iaoeu  ud  Ol  bnd  3d  itri  ^d-raw  tom-uaoo  ion  lO.  Eixb  vbiad 

oR"  ,bi^b  eflw  isfhBl  wHi  bidail  ud  nailMr  ,bl*8  vdxil  ."i  "f^fow  IMm  to 
'fB  bartoooj  yoxtt  btxc  douw  Jcwem  nbmw  oeodi  —  ^«xuboi  olo  bnmv  a  bbw 
aaeihd  mal  oiA;  aiwUuiS  ydxil  ixr^olqBo  rdi*d  badiad^el  .ruiari 
v«  ‘eitfw  B-iodlb  odJ  o^pw  twain  %4  yd(d  odi  to  aoiiii  inaay 

.0  bdti  noiii'iiitB i  .A  ,;>(3dfIltinC  . a- miliiid’v  v'^<*J^*l-‘totiloid 
«.  .aiodrtvlon 

.©flicil  boliao  «tnw  l  .«iW  .At&ilnmVoiW  .pnliiov«  yi»b«»<»fr  nO 
u.yiHbln,  ne  no  nooxi  lU^tbaoiMW  biwl  all  .nooinaHa  JiuiJ  iol  t  noAm  bad 
fe  JJLurp  oil  i,ytbxiiK3'l  abiowbU  Lna  iii/ibooW  acil  ol  lUud  pnlad  e*w  tiilli 
.pfiiiAi7«mM)  bn*  wolB  aaad  had  Jl  ^olat  ajxouniinoo  «xlJ  Ic  Jiiiicaoa  noon 

or.i 


After  dinner  he  went  down  to  the  basement  and  halfsoled  his  work  shoes, 
this  done  he  came  upstairs  and  sat  at  his  desk  to  do  some  writing.  He 
complained  to  mother  that  he  felt  cold  and  soon  developed  a  chill! 

Sigrld,  my  second  wife,  has  had  considerable  experience  in  nurs¬ 
ing,  she  cared  for  him  until  the  end.  Father  complained  of  pains  in  his 
right  lung  and  in  his  stomach.  On  Sunday  he  became  very  sick,  yet  1 
thought  he  was  in  no  real  danger  as  his  temperature  was  around  101,  and 
respiration  almost  normal.  I  shaved  him  that  morning  but  it  was  a  difficult 
task  as  his  razor  seemed  extra  dull.  On  Wednesday  morning  father  did  not 
come  out  of  his  sleep,  he  was  unconscious,  and  we  all  realized  that  the 
end  was  near.  At  11:45  a.m.  father  stopped  breathing,  this  was  November 
12,  1919,  at  father's  home,  470  Ryerson  Avenue,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Father  was  bom  at  "HJortstad"  of  Gamleby  Township,  province  of 
Smaland,  Sweden,  August  26,  1848.  He  died  at  the  age  of  71  years  2 
months,  and  17  days.  ' 

It  was  the  end  of  a  busy  life,  having  started  to  work  at  the  mason 
trade  with  his  father  at  the  age  of  13,  it  had  been  a  long  chain  of  toll  and 
cares  up  to  the  day  he  took  sick.  He  had  at  intervals  a  time  of  rest,  when 
there  was  no  work  to  be  had,  but  even  then  he  was  busy  Improving  some¬ 
thing  around  his  home  or  mine.  Thanks,  dear  father,  —for  what  you  have 
done  for  me. 

time  for  the  funeral  at  2:00  p.m.  ,  Saturday,  November 
i5th,  so  my  boys  would  have  time  to  get  my  message  and  come  from 
Minnesota.  We  had  Reverend  Qualen  to  officiate,  he  preached  a  beautiful 
sermon  from  II.  Kings,  20-1,  and  Isaiah  38:  1,  "Set  thine  house  in  order, 
for  thou  Shalt  die  and  not  live."  A  lady  sang  "Rock  of  Ages"  and  "Abide 
With  Me . " 

Mother,  my  wife  and  I,  my  three  boys,  Ingvar,  Axel  and  Ernest, 
father  s  cousins.  Miss  Mathilda  Anderson  of  Chicago  and  Mrs.  Carolina 
Olson  of  South  Chicago,  and  a  few  friends  followed  father's  remains  to 
their  last  resting  place,  on  the  afternoon  of  November  15,  1919. 

May  you  rest  in  peace,  dear  father,  and 
Blessed  be  your  remembrance  — 

The  following  day  being  Sunday,  my  boys  and  I  went  to  church. 

Many  of  my  friends  were  surprised  to  see  I  had  such  robust  boys,  I  suppose 
because  I  am  small  of  stature.  Ingvar  and  Axel  stayed  with  us  till  the 
evening  of  November  19th,  when  they  returned  to  their  Minnesota  homes. 

Father  left  a  will  by  which  he  turned  his  material  things  over  to 
mother.  Father  was  a  member  of  the  "bricklayers  union,"  which  paid 
$300  at  the  death  of  a  member.  He  also  had  $900  life  insurance,  but 
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Halmar  Lidberg  was  to  have  $700  of  this  for  paying  premiums.  Fatheralso 
had  1400  crowns  life  insurance  in  Sweden,  These  things  took  most  of  my 
time  for  the  next  few  days,  producing  proofs  of  death  and  arranging  other 
affairs.  I  went  back  to  work  November  19  A  beautiful  spray  of  flowers 
had  been  sent  by  my  fellow  workers . 

What  a  great  thought  of  father  to  write  this  record,  without  it  we 
would  have  only  the  memory  of  him.  Now  we  have  his  whole  life,  his 
thoughts  and  his  character;  not  only  his  own  life,  but  three  generations 
before  him.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  record  ought  to  increase  in  value 
with  each  generation,  and  become  an  heirloopi  of  great  consequence  if 
continued  as  was  father's  profound  hope. 

On  December  5th,  I  moved  into  my  father's  house.  I  am  to  live  on 
the  second  floor  with  my  family,  and  also  to  have  the  use  of  the  front 
room  and  one  bedroom  on  the  first  floor.  Mother  with  baby  Ruth  are  to 
have  the  rest  of  the  first  floor.  I  have  now  taken  my  father's  place,  I  am 
sitting  here  at  his  desk  writing  this,  how  dear  the  memories  of  my  father 
are  to  me  now.  Why  was  I  not  with  him  more  ?  I  could  have  been  with 
him  daily  for  the  last  two  years ,  but  I  thought  he  would  live  for  many  years 
yet,  he  was  so  healthy  and  robust  in  spite  of  his  advanced  age.  Now  I 
am  with  mother,  and  I  intend  to  spend  every  minute  that  I  can  with  her, 
and  try  to  make  up  for  past  failures.  It  is  my  wish  that  I  may  live  and  be 
able  to  care  for  her  the  remainder  of  her  days .  Should  she  have  to  follow 
me,  her  only  child,  to  the  grave,  I  believe  she  would  soon  die  of  a  broken 
heart . 

I  shall  now  attempt  to  describe  my  own  life,  but  there  is  not  much 
to  say  concerning  myself,  as  my  father  has  recorded  everything  of  any 
importance  until  May  3,  1919. 


/// 


February  1900 
Carl  I'rank  Carlson  as 
Jounieyman  machinist 
earning  $2.25  per  day 
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MY  LIFE 


I,  Carl  Frank  Carlson,  was  bom  in  "Hammarslund , "  one  mile  east 
of  the  town  Gamleby,  province  of  Smaland,  Sweden,  March  27,  1877. 

I  began  public  school  at  the  age  of  six,  the  school  had  only  six 
grades.  I  went  to  school  three  days  a  week,  as  the  teacher  taught  only 
three  grades  each  day.  I  was  through  at  the  age  of  12  but  took  the  sixth 
grade  over,  so  I  was  thirteen  years  old  when  I  finished.  My  father  was 
in  America  at  the  time  and  mother  thought  it  best  for  me  to  go  to  school 
an  extra  year  as  I  was  too  small  to  begin  working.  I  held  my  own  in 
school,  about  as  good  as  the  average;  language,  writing  and  geography 
were  my  strong  points . 

From  the  age  of  13  to  15  I  had  an  easy  time,  I  spent  my  time  fish¬ 
ing.  I  supplied  our  household  with  fish  both  summer  and  winter  and  what 
we  could  not  eat,  I  sold;  but  I  did  not  spend  my  money,  I  saved  it.  If 
mother  borrowed  a  coin,  she  had  to  pay  it  back  with  a  larger  one.  Brought 
up  on  the  seashore,  I  felt  as  safe  in  or  on  the  water  as  I  did  on  land. 
Sailing  and  swimming  were  my  delight,  I  thought  nothing  of  swimming  a 
couple  miles . 

"Hammarslund"  was  an  ideal  place  for  a  child  to  grow  up.  Father 
had  planted  an  orchard  around  the  house  and  it  laid  there  like  a  gem 
among  the  hills  and  mountains,  with  a  fine  view  over  the  bay,  full  of 
islands  covered  with  birch  and  oak.  The  scenery  along  the  shore  was 
grand.  It  was  a  panorama  of  mountains  with  forests  between,  or  valleys 
under  cultivation.  The  soil  in  this  community  is  as  good  as  anywhere  in 
Sweden. 

The  town  Gamleby  is  located  not  far  from  the  end  of  the  bay  which 
runs  in  from  the  Baltic  sea.  Gamleby  is  quite  a  seaport.  At  this  time 
lumber  was  the  main  export,  but  of  later  years  a  new  industry  has  flour¬ 
ished,  namely,  shipment  of  granite  paving  blocks. 

During  my  15th  year  of  age  I  was  confirmed,  which  in  Sweden  is 
not  an  easy  task  as  it  takes  much  studying.  I  had  it  in  my  head  that  as 
soon  as  I  was  confirmed  I  would  go  to  sea  and  be  a  sailor.  Nearly  all 
the  boys  who  grew  up  in  and  around  the  town  took  to  the  sea ,  but  mother 
was  against  this  for  me,  as  it  frequently  happened  that  many  were  ship¬ 
wrecked  and  drowned.  It  was  decided  that  I  should  go  to  America  and 
join  father  as  soon  as  I  was  confirmed. 

I  was  confirmed  April  18,  1892,  and  on  the  following  day,  I  de¬ 
parted  for  America  in  company  with  a  young  man  of  our  neighborhood  who 
also  wished  to  emigrate.  Mother  went  with  me  to  the  station,  and  she 
gave  me  much  advice  so  I  would  not  go  astray,  or  get  in  bad  company. 
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I  did  not  hav6  tho  anQulsh  that  father  described  the  first  time  he  Immigra¬ 
ted,  but  this  was  different,  I  was  going  to  my  father  and  I  knew  I  would 
be  taken  care  of,  I  remember  well  how  difficult  it  was  for  father  to  leave 
mother  and  me  when  he  left  for  America  In  the  spring  of  1888.  I  was  along 
to  the  station.  I  leaned  against  the  wall  and  cried,  father  tried  to  comfort 
me,  but  he  was  choked  with  tears  and  could  not  talk. 

I  was  just  15  years  old  and  it  was  new  to  me  to  be  away  from  home, 
but  I  had  company  and  soon  became  acquainted  with  other  fellow  Immi¬ 
grants.  1  enjoyed  the  journey  immensely,  especially  the  voyage,  water 
always  attracted  me.  The  ocean  liner  was  an  old  ship,  “City  of  Berlin," 
that  used  sails  for  auxiliary  power.  Sails  hereafter  were  soon  entirely 
done  away  with.  It  took  us  ten  days  to  cross  the  ocean,  but  I  did  not 
care,  it  was  a  treat  to  me. 


We  arrived  In  Chicago  May  10th,  an  expressman  with  one  horse 
took  us  and  our  baggage  from  the  Polk  Street  R.  R.  Station  to  my  partner's 
sister's  home  at  53rd  and  Wentworth  Avenue.  We  sat  on  top  of  our  bag¬ 
gage  and  I  remember  that  boys  along  the  street  called  us  "greenhorns." 

It  was  the  first  English  word  that  I  learned.  It  was  also  the  first  word  for 
my  father. 

A  card  was  sent  to  my  father  and  he  came  on  the  12th,  and  after  a 
two  day  visit  in  Chicago,  we  went  to  Elgin.  My  father  already  had  a  job 
waiting  for  me  in  a  harness  shop,  where  I  started  to  work  for  two  dollars 
per  week,  a  week  being  59  hours.  Father  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
me  to  learn  a  trade  where  I  could  be  Inside  and  not  be  like  him,  and  have 
to  be  outside  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  And  so  I  had  started  to  earn  my 
first  dollar.  I  did  not  like  harness -making,  so  I  quit  this  job  in  the  fall 
and  began  to  work  for  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Co.  as  errand-boy  for  50<;: 

^  stayed  there  until  spring,  1894.  The  great  panic  started  in 
1893,  and  I  was  soon  working  only  three  days  a  week,  my  wages  had 
been  raised  to  60  cents  a  day,  so  this  made  $1.80  per  week.  I  quit  and 
went  to  Chicago,  but  could  not  find  work,  came  back  to  Elgin  and  got  a 
job  in  a  machine  shop,  but  without  pay  (apprenticeship).  It  gave  me  a 
stort  ^d  has  helped  me  to  the  extent  that  I  am  perhaps  a  little  better  off 
than  the  average  Swede  who  has  immigrated  to  this  country. 

I  held  my  job  as  apprentice  one  year,  the  last  part  of  the  year  I 
received  50  cents  per  day.  It  was  a  hard  job,  I  worked  from  12  to  15 
hours  a  day,  and  often  Sundays,  but  I  liked  it.  In  the  spring  of  1895  I 
went  to  another  machine  shop  where  I  received  75  cents  per  day.  I  was 
now  pay^g  $2  a  week  for  board  and  room  to  my  mother  and  I  bought  my 
own  clothing.  About  this  time  I  started  my  first  bank  account  and  de¬ 
posited  one  dollar  a  week  regularly.  Remember,  these  years  were  in  the 
panic  years  that  started  in  1893  and  everything  was  inexpensive. 

t)lcycle  was  quite  popular  in  this  era,  everybody  owned  one, 
and  shops  that  made  bicycles  were  booming,  for  a  fact  it  was  the  only 
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BIRTHPLACE  of  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON  In  1877 

"Hammarslund"  as  it  appeared  In  1900,  the  English  translation  would 
be  Hammerers -grove  or  the  place  where  the  "forge-man"  lived.  A  Swedish 
friend  of  the  writer  who  came  from  GAMLEBY  In  1928  Informs  us  that  his 
brother  resides  In  Hammarslund  which  Is  now  a  small  settlement.  Our  friend 
also  attested  to  the  splendid  scenery  and  the  appeal  of  the  waters  of  Gamleby 
bay. 


"Hammarslund"  Is  located  one  mile  north  and  east  of  the  city  of  GAMLEBY 
near  the  end  of  the  long  bay  which  extends  from  the  Baltic  Sea  at  Westervlk. 
Before  the  home  was  completed  In  1873  by  Carl  Johan  Andersson,  his  third 
wife,  Maja ,  died;  they  had  married  In  1867.  The  youngest  daughter,  Clara, 
now  cared  for  her  father  until  his  passing  in  1875,  her  brother,  Carl  August, 
returned  from  Chicago  to  assist  during  the  last  six  months  of  tbelr  father's 
worldly  existence. 

GUSTAF  REINHOLD  CARLSON  in  1876  wrote  his  brother,  Carl  August, 
to  buy  the  property  for  him  In  preparation  for  his  return  to  Sweden  with  his 
wife,  Christine,  whom  he  had  wed  In  Chicago  In  1872  .  They  owned  "Ham¬ 
marslund"  for  17  years. 

A  son,  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON,  was  bom  In  1877,  his  father  worked  at 
masonry  construction  during  these  years  but  was  dissatisfied  with  the  sav¬ 
ings  from  his  labor.  In  spring  of  1888  GUSTAF  RElNHOLD  CARLSON  returned 
alone  to  Chicago;  being  able  to  accumulate  a  sum  of  money  during  the  next 
two  summers,  he  returned  to  Sweden  In  November  of  1889  where  he  again 
worked  at  his  trade.  Finding  that  conditions  had  not  changed  for  the  better, 
he  decided  to  again  seek  his  fortune  in  America. 

Again  GUSTAF  RE  INHOLD  CARLSON  returned  alone  to  Chicago  In  May, 
1891,  a  month  later  an  acquaintance  offered  him  work  In  Elgin,  35  miles  west 
of  the  big  city.  In  May  of  1892  ,  his  son,  CARL  FRANK,  age  15,  left  Sweden 
to  Join  his  father  In  Elgin,  his  mother,  Christine,  remained  at  "Hammarslund" 
in  anticipation  of  their  return.  In  1893,  Christine  sold  their  home  to  Join  her 
husband  and  son  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
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CHURCH  at  GAM LE BY  In  1900  where 
Carl  Trank  Carlson  was  confirmed  In 
1892  ,  on  the  left  Is  the  school  he 
attended.  In  the  churchyard  Is  the 
burial  places  of  Jaen  Djerf  and  his 
wife,  Sara.  Of  the  three  men  sitting 
on  the  fence,  Carl  Frank  Sandgren 
(cousin  of  Frank  Carlson)  sits  on  the 
left . 

Portrait  on  left  Is  Carl  Frank  Carlson 
at  age  16.  Photo  was  made  at  Elgin, 
Illinois .  He  had  left  Sweden  the  day 
after  his  confirmation.  At  this  age  he 
began  his  apprenticeship  as  a  machin¬ 
ist,  working  without  pay. 
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Above:  May  1900  -  THE  HONEYMOON,  taken  by  the  groom,  Carl  Frank  Carlson. 

Standing  near  center  of  deck  Is  Alfrida,  his  bride  of  two  weeks.  Ship 
operates  dally  on  North  Sea  crossing  between  England  and  Scandinavia. 
Honeymoon  visit  lasted  five  years. 

Below:  Harsjon  railway  station  near  Westra  Ryd 
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The  INGMAN  ISAKSSON  farmstead  at  Westra 
Ryd;  note  the  well  with  rope  and  windlass. 
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Below; 

Picking  potatoes  on  the  ISAKSSON  farm. 
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Above: 

INGMAN  ISAKSSON  and  wife,  Berta 
(Bengts -daughter) ,  with  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Olivia  and  AJbetlna.  From  this 
union  8  daughters  survived,  namely: 
Alfrlda  ,  Anna  ,  Ella  ,  Mathilda  ,  Augusta 
Albetlna,  all  emigrated  to  Chicago 
and  Elgin.  Olivia  and  Ida  married 
and  remained  near  their  birthplace. 
Picture  made  about  1895. 

Left: 

INGMAN  ISAKSSON  at  entrance  of 
their  home.  We  reverently  visualize 
him  in  his  prime  as  being  the  Swedish 
version  of  America's  "Stonewall  Jack- 
son."  Picture  made  In  1900  at  age 
65.  Ingrnan  passed  on  In  1911,  three 
weeks  after  his  wife. 
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It  wasSJiedb^^BRORPES^  waterpower  supplied  by  mountain  stream  called  "LUa  SlJplnge 

Thrsar^m  K  ^fO'^PETERSSON  mentioned  In  the  famUy  group  below,  he  became  known  as  "Bror  Miller 
Wesia  Ryd  ^  ^  operate  a  general  store  from  their  home  here  at 


1900,  INGMAN  ISAKSSON  and  family  Including  sons-ln-law  and  children.  Back  row;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isaksson  and  youngest  daughter,  Albetbia .  Center:  Lady  with  large  hat  Is  daughter,  Alfrlda ,  her  hus¬ 
band,  Frank,  Is  standing  beside  her.  Front;  Group  seated  on  ground  on  left  Is  daughter,  Olivia,  and 
her  husband,  Bror  Petersson  the  miller,  on  his  lap  Is  their  son,  Joel;  Olivia  Is  holding  a  daughter, 
Goldie,  The  other  group  seated  In  the  foreground  Is  daughter,  Ida,  and  husband,  Olof  Jonsson,  on  his 
lap  Is  Otto,  next  to  their  mother  are  daughters,  Alma  and  Blenda .  The  other  four  Isaksson  daughters 
were  In  America , 
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Above:  Placing  bundles  of  grain  In  "shocks"  to  dry,  man  on  left  Is  Ingman  Isaksson 
lady  with  hat  Is  his  daughter,  Alfrlda. 

Below:  "THE  THRESHERS"  on  Isaksson  farm  In  1900  using  perhaps  one  of  the  first 

mechanical  devices:  a  yoke  of  oxen  communicates  power  to  a  shaft  extending  Into 
the  bam  where  revolving  flails  separated  the  kernels  from  the  straw.  Partly  hidden 
behind  the  girl  In  front  Is  Mrs.  Frank  (Alfrlda)  Carlson  who  Is  expecting  her  first  ' 
child.  Note  all  but  one  Is  wearing  wooden  shoes,  the  old  bam  with  thatched  roof 
was  tom  down  In  1904. 
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Above:  THE  BUILDERS"  on  home  at  GAMLEBY,  attention  Is  called  to 

heavy  construction  by  number  of  men  required.  Men  on  hlqh 
scaffold  carry  heavy  hammers,  man  at  right  at  second  floor 
level  holds  mattock  for  shaving  boards  and  timbers  to  fit. 

Below:  1904  -  Westra  Ryd.  Bam  being  buHt  for  Frank  Carlson,  note 

his  oxen  hitched  to  wagon  under  ladder.  Lumber  for  construe- 
tlon  and  stone  for  foundation  came  from  farm. 
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Westro  Ryd  and  the  ISAKSSON  farm  as  seen  from  the  high  rocky 
terrain  to  the  rear.  Farm  home  Is  building  on  left  In  center  of 
picture,  bam  Is  across  road  In  front  of  house  and  Is  obscured 
from  view.  Note  the  stone  fence  surrounding  the  field. 

Below:  New  owner,  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON  ,  surveybig  the 
fertile  fields  from  vantage  point  on  his  farm. 
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Above:  Frank  Carlson  on  left  sailing  with  friend  in  harbor 
at  Kalmar. 

Below:  HUma,  daughter  of  John  August  and  Clara  Anderson 
newly  married  to  Gustaf  Carlson  (1900). 
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industry  that  was  not  down  and  out.  In  the  fall  of  189  5,  I  went  to  Chicago 
and  secured  a  job  in  a  shop  that  made  machinery  for  bicycle  manufacturing. 
I  now  received  15  cents  per  hour  and  one  and  one -half  for  overtime.  This 
was  a  busy  place,  I  worked  13  hours  a  day  and  8  hours  on  Sunday;  I 
thought  I  was  going  to  get  rich  in  a  hurry,  but  it  did  not  last  long.  In  Jan¬ 
uary  I  took  sick  and  had  to  go  home  to  Elgin.  I  was  hardly  able  to  stagger 
home  after  I  got  off  the  train.  I  went  to  bed  and  stayed  there  four  weeks. 

I  had  typhoid  fever  and  believe  it  came  near  to  proving  fatal.  I  think  this 
disease  is  much  to  blame  for  the  ills  I  have  suffered  ever  since. 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  what  my  father  has  already 
written  about  me.  I  was  perhaps  a  little  wild  from  my  2  0th  year  up  until 
I  got  married,  but  I  was  careful  with  my  money.  At  the  age  of  23  when  I 
married,  I  had  $400  saved;  it  was  considered  quite  a  sum  of  money  at  that 
time.  Wages  were  low,  the  best  mechanics  were  not  earning  more  than 
30  cents  per  hour. 

On  my  2  1st  birthday  I  Invited  my  friends  to  my  home  and  had  a  cele¬ 
bration;  mother  had  met  Alfrlda  Engman  and  asked  her  to  come.  We  played 
games  and  danced.  Alfrlda  seemed  to  pay  particular  attention  to  me,  but 
I  had  another  girl  and  thought  nothing  of  it.  I  had  seen  Alfrlda  a  few  times 
some  years  before,  I  had  met  her  first  right  after  she  came  across  from 
Sweden  in  1893.  The  last  few  years  she  had  been  working  in  Chicago, 
but  had  been  advised  to  leave  Chicago  on  account  of  rheumatism.  She  had 
been  working  close  to  Lake  Michigan  and  the  doctor  blamed  the  dampness 
from  the  lake  for  her  condition.  She  then  came  to  Elgin  to  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Smithberg.  After  recovering  from  tlie  rheumatism,  she  worked  as  cook  at 
the  Elgin  State  Hospital  for  a  wage  of  $30  a  month,  this  was  a  high  wage 
for  a  girl.  We  met  occasionally  and  went  bicycle  riding  together,  as  the 
bicycle  was  just  as  popular  then  as  the  automobile  is  now. 

Our  friendship  developed  into  love  and  she  was  soon  my  steady  girl. 
We  decided  to  get  married  and  go  to  Sweden  for  a  wedding  trip.  We  were 
married  at  Geneva,  Illinois,  May  1,  1900,  and  on  the  3rd  we  departed  for 
Sweden.  We  arrived  at  Alfrlda 's  parents'  home  in  Westra  Ryd,  May  16th. 
We  intended  to  go  back  to  America  in  the  fall,  but  Alfrlda  was  pregnant 
and  unwilling  to  undertake  a  journey  back.  She  was  afraid  of  the  hard¬ 
ships  in  traveling,  and  besides  her  parents  urged  us  to  stay  and  buy  their 
farm.  I  had  helped  my  father-in-law  with  the  farm  work  during  the  summer 
and  I  thought  I  would  like  farming  and  father-in-law  promised  to  help  and 
advise  me.  I  hesitated,  but  finally  decided  to  buy  the  farm.  I  wrote  to 
my  father  and  he  promised  to  help  me  with  money. 

In  January,  1901,  we  bought  the  farm,  I  was  young  and  inexperi¬ 
enced  and  trusted  my  father-in-law.  However,  I  soon  found  that  I  had 
paid  too  much.  On  account  of  this,  my  affection  for  him  cooled.  Mother- 
in-law  was  just  the  opposite,  she  was  kind  and  good-hearted  and  did  all 
she  possibly  could  for  us  and  I  respected  and  liked  her  in  return. 
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Financially  this  was  a  bad  deal.  Alfrida  and  I  had  $600  together, 
mis  we  lost,  besides  nearly  five  years  time.  The  money  I  had  received 
from  my  father  I  returned  to  him,  but  in  the  process  he  also  lost  both 
time  and  wages .  He  sold  his  household  goods  in  the  United  States  and 
spent  considerable  money  traveling  back  and  forth. 

But  looking  at  it  from  another  side,  Alfrida  and  I  were  young  and 
in  good  health.  During  those  five  years  we  were  always  hard  up  for  money 
but  Just  the  same  it  was  the  happiest  years  of  our  union.  There  in  Westra" 
Ryd ,  our  three  boys  were  bom . 

What  anguish  before  our  first  child  was  bom.  When  Alfrida  first 
felt  labor  pains,  I  husUed  off  to  get  the  midwife;  I  had  a  horse  and  a 
sprmg-wagon  waiting,  it  was  late  in  the  night,  pitch  dark  and  misty.  In 
my  haste  I  did  not  even  take  a  lantern  along  and  I  could  not  see  two  feet 
ahead,  but  just  the  same  I  drove  like  mad.  It  was  a  six  mile  drive  and 
fortunately  I  found  the  midwife  home,  but  she  made  no  haste,  she  had 
some  household  duties  she  had  to  attend  to  first.  I  nearly  lost  my  patience 
out  I  later  learned  I  had  not  needed  to  be  in  such  a  hurry.  Poor  Alfrida 
she  was  sick  three  days  before  the  baby  came.  How  I  worried!  I  wanted 
to  call  a  doctor,  but  the  midwife  then  threatened  to  leave  us.  Finally 
when  the  baby  was  bom,  it  was  a  boy.  Why  I  did,  I  do  not  ^ow,  but  I 
broke  down  into  tears . 


1901,  and  christened  Ingvar 
Kelnhold;  the  name  Ingvar  was  chosen  because  it  was  in  the  Swedish 
almanac  for  the  date  of  April  10th,  and  it  also  resembled  my  father-in- 
law  s  first  name,  Ingeman.  Reinhold  was  chosen  because  of  my  father's 
first  name  being  the  same.  We  lived  happily,  little  Ingvar  had  a  great 
appetite  and  a  mother  who  was  capable  of  supporting  him.  He  grew  like 
a  weed,  but  Ingvar  soon  had  to  learn  to  get  along  without  his  mother's 
breast;  he  was  weaned  in  his  tenth  month  as  we  had  another  baby  coming. 


1902  ,  our  second  son  was  bom.  My  parents  were  notl- 
ied  and  father  suggested  that  we  name  our  new  baby  Axel  Fritjof .  My 
lather  read  Tengner's  poetry  of  old  Scandinavian  history,  and  I  think  that 
is  where  he  took  the  names  Axel  and  Fritjof. 


My  parents  came  to  us  just  before  Christmas,  1903,  with  the  inten¬ 
tions  to  also  make  Westra  Ryd  their  future  home.  Father  had  previously 
written  about  coming,  but  in  his  last  letters  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  he 
ought  to  stay  in  the  U.  S.  another  year  as  wages  were  higher  than  ever 
before,  and  work  was  plentiful. 


By  ^is  time  I  realized  that  our  farming  venture  was  a  failure;  per- 
haps  ^e  farming  was  allright,  but  I  was  tired  of  Sweden  and  wanted  to  go 
back  to  America.  I  thought  father  would  stay  another  year  in  America  and 
I  would  sell  if  possible,  but  father  changed  his  mind  and  the  first  thing  I 
knew,  they  wrote  that  they  had  sold  most  of  their  furniture  and  were  com- 
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a  btiB  aaiori  a  barf  I  :3uwbliff  aril  tap  ol  tto  faslieu.t  I  ,enlaq  tpoai  nai 
jil  btia  Aoiiqi.i/ifyta  sdi  IM  aid  aaw  Jl  ,p«itlw  iwpaw-pnliqB 

jaa^  owi  aaa  ton  blvoo  1  brie  uitole  maiod  a  ajld  nava  Jo<i  bib  I  aiaari  va 

bne  9hm  xHi  a  aw  JJ  ^  > 

bad  aria  ^'^Tianri  on  obam  ada  toJ  .jraufl  uHa^bUB  ®rii  bfvra)  I  '{lajanulioi 

ioaiieq  VOT  Y^jeao  1  ,|4t1T  Of  oi  b*»il  bloriaai/^  airoji 

abliilA^ico^  .Y*i*»ri  *  d'jaia  ol  aid'bt  bobaa.^  Ion  bert  1  bamad  taJd  I 
baJnewl  fbaft^ow  i  woH  .amoa  ytfari  aitJ  aitiad  eyab  sairfi  ioU  aew  aria 
'/flanil  .au  awed  ot  banaibbtilt  iia;fa  ofiwbiw  art)  )-»d  ,»t>j^b  a  oi 

1  lud  ,muiA  ton  ob  1.  .bib  i  vdW  .fod  a  caw  )l  aew  ‘{dt^  ad  naW 

i  .ww  .aical  afd  wab  arfondm 

nnYpnr  biM*aJWirin  bite  .fOei  ^*01  lliqA  iriod  enw  ydad  JaiU  wO 
limbawft  ad  <U  acw  Jl  aaveuari  liaa -  do  anw  la’/pnl  amaa  aril  ;biorirtl« 
-ni-iarii«f  ym  baldmaasn  ode  il  bne  ,riiO)  U-b|A  to  deb  ad  tol  o^arala 
a'taiCid  Y®  to  aaiicoad  natt^rio  e&w  .nsBiapoi  *aman  Jirtfi  a  wd  ^ 

IWH'  «  l.«-i  oi**  .TtKhAMU'A**  ,.  .•■«»»  ••»  vnM 

erf H  wain  aH  .  nj il  pntilioqquo  to  abioqeo  aw  oriw  i^trtJom  a  bae  dlleqqe 
a'ttrfjora  aid  tooriiiw  pnole  top  ot  iri§9l  ot  bfi  iiboa  ir/&ia 
.pnjrtsoo  ydfiri  tertJone  bed  aw  aa  riJitOm  rfm^j  drf  ni  bauaw  aew  arf  itoBaia 

-lion  aiaw  atooiaq  yM  *mod  sew  noi*  booooe  wo  *  lOei  "2..  K-*t 

vM  laXA  Ydod  wart  wo  onien  aw  ieriJ  beleapp«/a  innlai  one  ball 

jflrij  :ld/t3  f  bna  .ytototri  iTa!vanlbneo3  bio  to  vtJooq  a'totipnd:  lto«i 

.  toltlt*!  faflo  laxA  eamAD  aHJ  rfooJ  arf  aienw  ai 

-najnl  arii  rfllw  ,150^1  ,«i>«UaiirfO  ototoa  taut  **b  ol  ajaao  yM 

vldioivaiq  fedl  iadli«  .amod  truitoi  lioctl  bvS  eitoaW  arfem  oaU  ol  aiwU 
art  ifirii  noidqo  udJ  to  aew  erf  aneilal  tod  diid  lud  .  Cdmoo 

lava  naitr  radplrf  ataw  aopaw  ae  lea-f  wrftone  .4  ,li  aril  rU  yaia  ol 
^  ^  .iariirtelq  aew  ;*tow  hna  »aioJad 
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-taq  towlid  a  5BW  5Wl»ov  prunrial  wo  J6ril  baalleai  1  aiali  aiilt  yfl 
op  ol  baisiew  hue  nabawS  to  beiiJ  BJs4i  I  lod  ,  jf»^*nlle  aew  pniorMil  ailJ 
bne  eonedA  ni  leay  laritonn  Yto«  bIi»ow  tWUd  iripooiu  I  «  rfoao 

I  pnJ*  J8-Ut  aril  bna  bftJL«i  aid  fcapneib  ladjai  iwd  ^  llaa  Wbcw  I 

-nwo  otow  Hitt-  awWirwl  iiarti  to  iauw  bloa  bed  yodj  laiti  aioiw  Y®ril  .werui 
.♦  ^  BSi  p 

,'  -  '  .  %  >  f^JL  V. 


Ing.  It  was  then  too  late  to  stop  them  and  I  thought  that  perhaps  it  would 
work  out  allright. 

They  came,  but  neither  of  us  liked  it,  father  only  stayed  over  the 
winter.  In  the  spring  he  went  back  to  the  U.  S.  ,  but  came  back  to  Sweden 
again  about  New  Years,  1905,  I  tried  to  sell  during  father's  absence,  but 
without  success,  but  in  January  we  succeeded.  We  had  built  a  new  barn 
and  made  other  improvements.  We  held  an  auction  sale,  and  on  February 
20,  1905,  we  left  Westra  Ryd,  I  hope  forever,  as  my  father  has  said. 

On  December  23,  1904,  our  third  son  was  bom;  he  was  a  healthy 
big  baby  just  like  his  brothers.  Alfrida  had  Just  gotten  on  her  feet  when 
father  came  back  from  America. 

Father  suggested  that  we  should  name  the  newcomer  August,  from 
father  s  brother.  I  said  allright,  and  we  will  add  Ernest  from  my  brother; 
that  is  how  it  happened  that  our  third  son  was  christened  Ernest  August. 

As  above  mentioned,  we  left  Westra  Ryd  February  2  0th,  my  father, 
mother,  myself  and  our  oldest  son,  Ingvar  Reinhold;  Ingvar  was  now  almost 
four.  Alfrida  with  the  other  two  boys  were  left  with  Alfrida 's  parents  as 
we  thought  the  babies  were  too  young  to  take  out  in  the  middle  of  the  win¬ 
ter.  Anyway  I  had  no  money,  if  they  had  gone  along,  father  would  have 
had  to  pay  for  their  tickets. 

After  our  arrival  in  Elgin,  I  started  to  work  for  the  Star  Watch  Case 
Co.  at  a  wage  of  22  1/2  cents  per  hour.  I  now  had  to  save  money  so  I 
could  send  for  Alfrida  and  the  two  children,  and  also  for  furniture.  I  did 
not  have  to  pay  board  for  myself  and  Ingvar  as  we  lived  with  my  parents, 
so  I  soon  had  saved  enough  money  to  pay  for  their  tickets. 

Alfrida  with  the  two  children  arrived  here  in  good  health  on  May  2  7, 
and  so  we  again  were  united.  I  had  rented  a  small  cottage  at  656  Wing 
Street,  and  bought  enough  furniture  so  we  could  get  along.  We  econo¬ 
mized  and  saved,  we  had  nothing,  but  we  thought  that  if  we  only  could 
keep  our  health,  we  would  in  a  few  years  have  a  home  of  our  own.  Alfrida 
helped  by  doing  washing  for  other  people  now  and  then. 

The  following  year,  1906,  we  moved  with  the  Star  Watch  Case  Co. 
to  Ludlngton,  Michigan.  My  wages  had  now  increased  to  30  cents  per 
hour.  The  next  year,  1907,  I  bought  a  home  for  $1400;  I  had  $550,  but 
I  had  not  saved  all  of  that;  about  $150  was  from  the  auction  sale  we  held 
in  Sweden.  This  money  I  had  much  trouble  to  collect,  likely  the  auction¬ 
eer  thought  I  could  not  reach  him  in  Sweden.  After  writing  several  times 
without  getting  an  answer,  I  turned  it  over  to  the  Swedish  counsel  to  col¬ 
lect;  it  did  not  take  long  before  the  money  came. 

I  did  not  keep  this  home  very  long,  my  health  seemed  to  be  failing 
and  I  thought  it  better  to  move  back  to  Elgin  where  we  had  our  relatives. 
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biuow  11  eolid'iaia  tfirfl  1  tn^i  qoIv  ol  wiBl  ooJ  wA3  i8w  fl  .ont 

r  '  v^f  Juo  ;iJow  A 

9di  tSNfo  bOYCta  r^no  ledJisl  .  ti  b®Mil  eu  io  larflian  lud  .emao  yarfT 
nabswS  oJ  ;(3«1  dm<»  tod  ,  .8  .U  mii  o3  )ls>bd  to»w  ad  vnlaqa  art!  nl  .mJiitw  ^ 
lud  ,son»itd&  y'T^ai  potwb  Uoa  I  .20«I  ^eieaY  waM  luoda  oIbqb 

mad  v«Mi  a  lilud  bod  aW  .babaaoaua  aw  '{iBuai^  tti  l*id  taeaooua  iuodttw 
viiUjds'^  no  bno  ^o^6a  nbUDoa  no  Mad  aW  *  ainamavoTcjnd  ladfo  abem  fa«a 
. bt^'a  «od  lodJai  o<lodJ[  aiJaaW  ilal  aw  ,2081  ,0S 

ydllaad  a  eow  ad  ;rr(ocl  sow  0O£  trudi  mo  »^06X  »CS  ladmaDaQ  tO 
nadw  ioai  TOrt  oc  a&tfou  tcttl  bad  abh>IA  .a'.artJoid  aid  a3<ll  taul  ^d fid  old 

.  cotYamA  oiorit  ^lofld  amao  isdJfii 

moil  ,j«upiiA  i«i»ioowan  adt  bto^ar  aw  laili  Iw>f«aoow6  Yadial 

nvAdloid  Hio  mml  t>ba  Ufvt.  eir  bda  .  JdoiiUb  bint  I'  .ladJoid  a  ladlM 

IfcwpiiA  toania  LdfMiahdo  ?rw  not  biidj  mo  Jodi  banaqatd  il  wod  ti  lani 

?  '  i•-^. 

.-uaibal  y»k  »d»iQS  r>«i«vla'i  fw? ft  titan W  llJl  avi»  ^banoiJutid  aimdii  aA 
laomis  woo  atsw  itvpni  :blodaiafl  levool  *no«  ieablo  luo  boa  llattm  .ladJotf 
e»  a'obl  iklA  ibiwi  aii*w  aY<!>d  owl  larilo  adS^  flllw  fihhliA  ..loo! 

-olw  odl  lo  albbifti  adY  ni  too  o)  \.4iuov  ooi  ai#w  a«>dfid  adi  Jd^ucuU  aw 
avfid  bXiiOW  ladJal  ^fiftol*  onop  y«*d*  H  tVaoum  o«  bad  I  vawvflA  .lai 

.aiMTion  naif}  v)i  yaq  oi  btif 

ouAD  liaijsW  u  ifc  OilJ  io4  Xicw,oiJ  Otiptia  I  ,nivl2  al  Iwirm  imo  laJlA 
1,06  YonoiU  oYiia  oJ  bjjd  wcn  i  io<l  ainto  S\1  JS  to  aptw  a  it  .oO 

I  vii  otlt  bo®  iicAiWldo  oiwj  odt  but  aWiilA  lol  bnaa  blwoo 

VHt^riiXw  bavii  fw  biit  UouHiP  io1  snaod  oJ  tvod  ton 

yM  ot  \9nM^  litHtoiaa  bavos  bad  nooa  1  oa 

,V4;  YftM  no  liii^d  boop  ni  iwibUdo  owt  adj  lUlw  abliHA 

potV/  dB-5  ja  tf^alloo  Ueugf  «  bnlnai  bad  1  .baJlnu  oiaw  mtapa  w  oa  bna 
-oiiooo  «W  .pnola  Jtip  blaoo  ow  oa  aiirtlmi/1  dpitont  iilpaod  baa  ,3a«rij3 
bJjjioo  Yincrnxi  U  ttdr  <ow  tpd  ^  poi  ;lJa|«  bx*!  »w  .bavae  biia  batlm 

abJilLA  .itwo  ifJcJ'lo  omod  ft'ovod  af*i4v  a  id  hiuow  -aW  *tl3iafld  too  qaaa 

tnoHi  baa  wo^iji  pUiooq  lodio  icl-OAUditiw  pniob  boc|lari 

.oO  atai'  rfuraW  I^B  odt  dtlw  bavo.m  ow  ^aOei  »iaaY  paiwoltoJ  arfl* 
laq  aJdap  Oi  ol  bbntiatD'iU  wcm  bod  aapaw  yM  .napldOtM  »iioipfilbtU  ot 
toll  ,Q?.9Z  bfirCa  jObWt  loi  aoioH  b  Idpooij  1  ,^0Gf  .laov  l»»fl  adff  .iwod 
bled  ®w  Miwt  rtoiioua  ailJ  moii  aaw  0gl2  Ji/o.la  '.ifidJ  U?  Ua  bovaa  ion  bad  I 
-rtoitoua  aiti  yiaXil  *looHoo  oJ  aidoou  rfvum  bad  I  Yonom  alifX  .rrabawa  at 
uamii  Isi-YVoa  pnitiiw  latlA  .nabowii  nl  mid  doaaj  Jon  iduoo  1  trfpwodJ  ia» 

•  tcO  Id  leveawoo  deJbaWD  adl  oJ  lar/o  li  bariiifl  I  ^lowana  na  pnlliap  iuoiUlw 
,  .artibO  Y»no(ii  ftrtJ  oiolad  pool  adaJ  Ion  bib  11  ;toal 

OAiliial  ad  01  faomattt  dJliiod  yd*  ^pnoi  ynav  on*od  aldl  qood  Jon  bib  I 
,  a^vitayi®!  wo  borf  aw  toiadw  iU.p)3  oi  Mood  avom  ol  luttfid  11  idpuOdt  f  baa 
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I  sold  for  ^600;  I  had  added  a  bathroom  that  cost  $100.  I  did  not  go  back 
to  Ligin.  rhe  Case  Co.  induced  me  to  stay  and  raised  my  wages  to  3  5 
cents  per  hour.  In  the  fall  of  1908,  I  bought  another  house  for  $950  now 
I  had  money  ^^aved  so  I  paid  cash.  It  was  a  nice  cottage  with  six  rooms 
It  was  new  and  had  electric  lights,  but  no  bath  or  city  water,  but  had  a 
pump  in  the  kitchen.  It  was  considered  quite  modem. 

K  j  were  now  getting  along  nicely,  my  wages  were  higher  and  we 

^d  a  boarder  (Andy  Swanson),  that  helped  a  little,  he  had  been  with  us 
lor  three  years.  Alfrida  took  in  washings  which  also  helped.  Our  boys 
were  growing  and  In  splendid  health,  but  it  was  not  so  with  me.  The  first 
winter  in  Ludington  I  commenced  to  feel  that  my  health  was  failing.  At 
Christmas  time  I  went  to  Elgin  to  visit  my  folks;  it  was  bitter  cold  and 
before  I  was  across  Lake  Michigan,  I  was  sick.  I  was  hardly  able  to  be 

on  my  feet  but  I  managed  to  get  to  Elgin,  when  there  I  could  hardly  get  to 
the  street  car  from  the  depot. 

I  had  a  severe  cold,  but  recovered  in  a  few  days,  it  left  me  with  a 

2  5  years  I  have  the  same  cough 

I  coughed  all  that  winter,  but  thought  that  when  summer  comes  with  warm 
weather  I  would  get  rid  of  it,  but  it  did  not  leave.  I  began  to  believe  I 
had  contracted  tuberculosis.  In  the  fall  my  breathing  became  wheezy 

^  difficult  at  times;  my  cough  had  developed  into  asthma. 

A  doctor  advised  me  to  take  a  vacation  and  go  to  Colorado  to  see  if  a 
change  of  climate  would  help. 

,  *  February  9,  1909,  for  Denver,  Colorado,  with  the 

intention  to  stay  and  bring  my  family  there  if  the  climate  should  prove  to 

son,  Ernest,  with  me  on  the  trip 
and  left  him  at  Elgin  with  my  parents  .  I  stayed  in  Elgin  two  days  before^ 

1  continued  on  to  Denver. 

i"  ^  "'an  °n  the  train  who  lived 

if  ®'r  r  offered  me  a  room,  so  I  went  with  him.  I  stayed  there  one  week 
when  I  found  a  Swedish  boarding  house  and  moved  there.  I  paid  $5  25  a 
week  for  board  and  room,  the  room  I  shared  with  another  man. 

'ttje  asthma  eased  slightly ,  but  I  did  not  get  rid  of  it.  I  did  not 
thrive  in  Denver,  I  was  lonesome  and  homesick.  I  have  always  been  a 

so  did  not  make  any  acquaintances.  I  walked 
?  h.H  f  saw  everything  worth  seeing  that  did  not  cost  anything, 

and  my  money.  I  spent  much  time  at  the  public  library 

weather  permitted,  I  would  sit  for  hours  on  the  steps 
o  the  Capital  building  writing  long  letters  home  to  my  dear  ones  Times 
were  not  good  in  Denver  and  there  was  no  work  to  be  had  in  my  trade  it 
Sfeemed^that  business  in  the  west  had  not  recovered  from  the  hard  times 
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;io«i  uo  ion  Inb  I  .00($  laoo  Ififtl  mcorfllftcl  a  ti«»bba  bad  I 

?£  oi  aapcjw  vfa  baalai  bna  S£ftla  O'l  booulhii  .ckJ>  eaeO  aitT  .fU^lS  ol 
w.n  %2^l  ixlooci  I  .0061  llai  adJ  id  .-uKWl  .0q  .1^ 

.anjoai  xie  rlllw  aen«o&  aoln  a  eavv  ll  biaq  J 

fi  food  fud  viio  TO  rtlsd  ctu  JiJd  .  a4ri<'il  oiiloala  ^ 

*  fTt^bofls  ouiiwp  l>Bt^tii®nuO  i;#5w  )l  «/ii>«olt?t  •rii  rtl  <4iiiii<i 

>&. 

»w  b«a  loaiilil  0V>W  i;«paw  '{oi  oni«^  «  KkH 

au  dJJw  osad  bad  »d  .atllllX  6  b^jqi4)d  mlJ  ,  (noantfwE  ybnA)  wbiaod  J 
avod  uiO  tioqladoats  riotdw  u^aiidaaw  id  ;{ooJ  ablillA  ♦aiaay  aantJ  k4 
.  am  d1?w  oa  ion  ^^w  ii  lud  .rtiiasd  .*u.^4i,a  m  if  •  jiaw 

5A  .ynUle!  \’m  ladl  laal  «1  I  non?n*biiJ  ol  f 

oiia  bioo  laiud  cjiiw  Jt  -.e.-^loVYrn  Ttaiv  ol  ftipia  al  in«w  I  am^i  aamJalvO 
ad  crt  &Me  TJbi«»U  I  .Hola  aaw  I  ,n6|?triolM  aiaJ  \ 

oJ  lov  Yliw^ri  hli;oo  f  iiarii  nsitw  ,rdBl3  oJ  la®  oi 

^  _  .  louab  alii  wicm  lao  laaiia  aiu 

w">?S3! 

6  tbiw  am  liai  11  .evet-  ^  baiavooai  Jud  .blco  _ 

douiK)  ait.6£  9itj  ov6i(  I  .'TfeaY  SS  taA«  won  nova  .lavo  »t>«  f .Vffi 
'  \m6W  dilv/  eafiK^  Ttvatmue  nadw.  jaiii  Jdwiiortl  jud  f Ua  ^ 

l  avaUa<l  ol  aa^  I  .avtial  lort  bib  H  iud  .H  lo  bli  m  bjf^ 
vsaadw  amtinad  vfilfiiaaid  '<in  liedjodl  'li  ,  .iUoUi^MadiU  tmiOftYifloo  bad 

itKfS  oifd  baqc  t»vob  boil  d5i>uba  ym  tiibJ  ta  KuoiHlJ  rSiS^ 

6  il  33^?!  Gbi>ioli>0^  ol  Ob  b«a  no!iix.BV  O  9^iii  oi  a«  baaiyb*  wniob  A 
*  .,|iod  biaow  alfiwiilo  W  avKUiit^ 

Dill  tUlw  .ybeiolpO  viovnaa  Toi  ,mi  v6  ■<i6«via'1  noiv«lt»wJ  Jlai  i 
o"  i:uJnt.^io  .di  11  inad.  yUmbl  vm  bmad  b^ 
qtm  »dJ  no  <i(r.  ditw  >jeaai3  .fto«  Jaopouoy  luo  nedal  faiui  J  ; ~ 
owl  .W  bavM*  I  1 

bovli  orfw  nlmj  alto  f»  nom  a  ia«1  l»  «»!  wvitoa  ol  . 

jfflovy  jflo  boxfJB  I  .(TOjI  dbiw  I  dc  ^1 ‘!«Si 

a  eS.??t  birti' !  .liMiJ  bavom  tiriB^od  omIwBcM  4albaw3  6  bnnol  I  oftiitj 
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yifendUoiWtiq  ad»;»a.nil  Uonitf  Ino^fi  I  .y  i«ibm  v  n 

eqai»  0*0  atu^.UA  ila  OtiiOyrl  iMiaow  ilo^;  to 

ao<nJT  «a*io  i#pb  yw  ©J  »aiort  aielleH  ta*.'l  ymiiiw  ©nii^id  iwiiqaJ  adi  10 

iTTL^  Y.?nrbnd  pd  oa  dioiy  on  fno.lt 
aaiJli  bi<^  aiU  moil  bwavooni  ion  bi»tl  laaw  adi  ftl  Baaniand  Jatij 


On  the  16th  of  March,  I  left  Denver  and  arrived  in  Elgin  the  next 
day.  Undoubtedly  the  vacation  had  done  me  some  good,  I  had  been  out 
in  the  air  and  sunshine  almost  every  day;  my  face  was  tanned  and  I  had 
a  healthy  appearance.  I  stayed  in  Elgin  until  the  2  0th,  then  little  Ernest 
and  I  returned  to  Ludington.  My  parents  had  become  attached  to  Ernest 
and  wanted  me  to  leave  him  with  them  but  I  could  not  spare  him,  I  had 
been  away  from  my  family  and  I  wanted  to  have  them  all  around  me. 

I  went  back  to  my  old  job  with  the  Star  Watch  Case  Co.  The 
asthma  soon  became  worse  than  ever.  I  now  nourished  the  idea  that  if 
I  had  a  small  farm  I  probably  could  make  our  living  and  at  the  same  time 
maybe  my  health  would  be  benefitted  by  working  outside  in  the  fresh  air. 
There  was  much  dry  grinding  to  my  work  in  the  shop  and  I  blamed  my 
asthmatic  condition  to  the  breathing  of  the  fine  grinding  dust. 

In  the  fall  of  1909,  I  bought  a  35  acre  farm,  one  mile  east  and  1/4 
mile  north  of  Ludington.  The  price  was  $2  700.  In  the  sale  was  Included 
what  tools  there  were,  also  one  horse,  two  cows  and  about  60  chickens, 
and  about  500  fruit  trees.  These  were  of  a  poor  variety  which  I  later 
found  out  when  I  shipped  the  fruit.  Fifteen  acres  of  the  farm  were  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  the  other  20  were  mostly  covered  with  a  second 
growth  of  white  pine,  beech  and  birch,  and  plenty  of  old  pine  stumps,  a 
reminder  of  the  old  lumbering  days  in  the  locality. 

I  had  no  money,  but  was  fortunate  to  sell  my  house  in  town  quickly 
with  a  $100  profit,  I  received  $1100  for  it.  I  wrote  to  father  and  asked 
him  to  loan  me  all  he  could  spare,  he  sent  $700.  This  money  he  loaned 
me  with  the  understanding  that  he  did  not  want  it  back  unless  he  should 
need  it.  He  never  needed  it,  so  I  have  neither  paid  principle  or  interest. 

We  moved  to  our  new  home  on  Thanksgiving  day  as  on  that  day  I 
could  help  without  laying  off  from  work.  It  was  a  dirty  place,  a  Bohemian 
family  having  lived  there  without  ever  making  an  attempt  at  cleaning. 
Alfrida  was  at  that  time  in  good  health  and  full  of  ambition,  she  soon  had 
the  place  spick-and-span.  My  parents  came  and  stayed  with  us  over  the 
winter.  I  continued  in  the  shop.  My  father  with  the  horse  brought  me  to 
and  from  the  shop.  A  work  day  was  10  hours. 

It  started  to  snow  on  Thanksgiving  day,  the  day  we  moved,  and  we 
did  not  see  the  ground  again  until  the  middle  of  March.  We  had  much 
snow  that  winter,  at  times  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  horse  out  to  the  road 
from  the  bam.  It  snowed  almost  every  day,  it  was  said  that  it  had  snowed 
some  every  day  for  90  days.  In  the  month  of  March  the  following  year  I 
quit  my  job.  My  parents  had  been  with  us  through  the  winter,  they  went 
home  to  Elgin.  I  was  hopeful,  I  thought  that  I  surely  would  be  able  to 
make  a  living  off  the  farm.  We  had  about  350  apple  trees,  some  plums, 
a  few  pear,  cherry  and  peach  trees,  all  old  enough  to  yield  a  fair  crop; 
there  was  also  a  patch  of  strawberries,  perhaps  1/2  acre.  I  Intended  to 
go  into  truck  gardening;  I  would  have  vegetables,  berries,  fruit,  milk  and 
eggs  to  sell.  129 
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The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  get  a  hotbed  started  for  growing  early 
plants.  I  studied  all  the  farm  literature  that  I  could  find,  pruned  and 
sprayed  the  fruit  trees.  Work  that  we  could  not  do  was  done  by  a  neigh¬ 
bor  across  the  road  whom  we  hired.  Our  boys  were  going  to  school  1/4 
mile  from  home.  During  the  month  of  April  the  weather  turned  warm  and 
in  the  first  week  of  May  the  fruit  trees  were  in  full  bloom;  it  turned  cold 
and  everything  froze,  that  year  we  did  not  get  an  apple  from  our  trees. 

cauliflower,  carrots,  etc.,  which  we 
peddled  from  house  to  house,  I  soon  grew  tired  of  this  and  then  sold 

stores;  prices  were  so  low,  we  realized  little  for  our  work 
We  had  strawberries  which  we  sold  as  low  as  75<^  per  crate  of  16  quarts; 
after  Ikying  for  the  crate  and  1<:  a  quart  for  picking,  the  profit  was  noth¬ 
ing.  The  market  for  cherries  and  plums  was  also  small.  We  sold  eggs 
and  milk,  we  had  but  two  cows.  The  boys  had  to  work  after  school  and 
during  vacation  to  keep  out  the  weeds,  we  all  worked  hard.  Alfrida  worked 
during  the  day  in  the  field  and  did  her  housework  at  night.  Automobiles 
had  not  as  yet  become  popular,  so  there  were  many  horses  in  town  and 
fertUizer  was  free  for  the  hauling  away.  The  boys  hauled  manure  from 
several  barns  every  Saturday. 

The  bank  held  a  $900  mortgage  against  the  farm  and  I  was  obligated 
to  pay  interest  and  a  small  amount  on  the  principal  monthly.  As  far  as  I 
can  remember  we  were  always  able  to  meet  our  payments  during  the  summer 
but  when  winter  came  we  had  nothing  to  sell  but  a  fewquarts  of  milk  a  day' 
My  health  improved  much,  and  by  fall  I  was  almost  rid  of  the  asthma. 


I  decided  to  go  back  to  the  shop.  I  had  been  working  on  the  die 
u'  room,  but  now  got  a  job  on  general  machinist  work 

Which  I  liked  much  better.  My  pay  was  30<;^  per  hour  but  I  soon  received 
an  increase  to  35<;:,  I  worked  10  hours  a  day  and  received  $2  1.00  a  week. 
I  thought  this  was  big  pay  as  it  was  more  than  I  had  ever  earned  before 
and  I  was  very  happy. 


Next  we  decided  to  move  the  house  to  higher  ground  as  in  the  sprinq 
we  were  bothered  with  water  in  the  basement.  I  wrote  my  father  about 
this  trouble  and  we  excavated  for  a  new  basement  on  a  knoll  about  150 
feet  south  from  the  old  site.  We  hired  a  house  mover  to  help  move  the 
house.  Father  also  built  on  a  kitchen  and  bathroom.  He  worked  all  win¬ 
ter  with  the  help  of  a  hired  man. 

th  f  parents  stayed  with  us  all  that  winter,  father  went  back  to  Elgin 
the  iollowing  spring  when  his  work  as  a  mason  would  open.  There  was 
plenty  of  work  around  the  farm  for  me  to  do  in  my  spare  time;  water  had  to 
be  piped  from  the  windmill  to  the  new  location.  We  installed  a  large  tank 
over  the  kitchen  that  by  gravity  would  supply  water  to  the  kitchen,  bath- 
room  and  laundry  in  the  basement.  I  put  in  a  hot  water  tank  and  connected 
cookstove.  Although  my  father  did  the  work  gratis,  the  building 
oi  the  basement,  kitchen  and  moving  the  house  had  been  quite  an  expense 
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I  could  not  earn  money  fast  enough.  I  had  no  money  for  bathroom  fixtures, 
so  I  asked  a  friend  to  sign  a  note  for  $100,  he  refused  and  I  have  never 
since  asked  a  private  party  for  any  favors  of  that  kind.  Although  my  father 
had  loaned  me  $700,  he  again  loaned  me  the  needed  $100,  and  so  I  got 
the  fixtures . 

We  now  had  a  modern  home  and  the  following  year  I  had  cement 
walks  laid,  also  had  the  house  interior  papered  and  painted,  and  the  ex¬ 
terior  also  painted  and  repaired.  Ours  was  the  most  attractive  home  in 
the  neighborhood.  Spring  came  and  I  had  to  hire  a  man,  I  paid  him  $30 
per  month,  this  was  quite  a  drain  on  my  earnings.  Again  we  planted  garden 
truck,  the  weather  was  more  favorable  this  spring  and  we  had  a  fair  crop 
of  everything,  but  prices  were  so  low  that  in  shipping  the  fruit  to  Milwau¬ 
kee  we  received  only  enough  to  pay  for  containers  and  freight. 

We  all  worked,  I  worked  when  out  of  the  shop  and  kept  the  boys 
busy  until  late  in  the  evenings,  which  they  seem  to  hold  against  me  till 
this  day.  They  say  I  was  too  hard  on  them,  too  much  work  and  not  enough 
play.  But  were  they  injured  by  hard  work?  I  would  say  they  were  not. 

They  were  growing  strong  and  robust  and  no  one  had  healthier  children.  I 
have  never  had  a  doctor  for  them  on  account  of  Illness  up  to  this  time, 
which  I  think  is  a  record  that  few  families  can  claim  for  their  offspring. 

I  believe  the  first  years  on  the  farm  were  among  the  happiest  of  my 
life;  I  was  in  fairly  good  health  and  my  wife  also  was  very  content.  Al¬ 
though  we  had  troubles  at  times,  I  believe  those  were  my  best  years.  On 
Sunday  afternoons  and  sometimes  during  the  week  at  night  the  boys  and  I 
would  ride  our  bikes  to  the  old  swimming  hole  on  the  old  Manistee  road 
by  the  bridge  that  crossed  the  Lincoln  River.  How  I  enjoyed  to  see  the 
boys  taking  their  first  strokes,  I  would  be  nearby  watching  and  alert, 
ready  to  dive  in  and  assist  them  if  they  should  get  exhausted  or  be  in 
danger.  Those  are  dear  memories  and  tears  come  to  my  eyes  when  my 
thoughts  wander  back  to  those  bygone  days. 

We  all  had  bicycles  and  it  was  a  lot  of  work  to  keep  four  in  repair. 
When  roads  and  weather  permitted,  I  rode  my  bike  to  the  shop  and  home 
for  lunch,  the  distance  was  a  little  over  two  miles  one  way. 

In  the  winter  at  times  it  was  difficult  to  get  back  and  forth  to 'the 
shop  on  account  of  the  deep  snow.  Sometimes  it  would  take  me  over  an 
hour  to  walk  the  two  miles,  at  times  the  snow  was  so  deep  on  the  road 
that  it  was  better  to  walk  in  the  fields  .  It  would  storm  at  times  so  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  see  where  I  was  going,  but  I  was  always  on 
time  at  the  shop,  and  I  can  truthfully  say  to  my  credit  that  I  never  have 
been  late  to  work. 

Our  house  was  always  open  to  our  friends  and  they  knew  that  they 
were  welcome.  Alfrida  usually  had  a  large  supply  of  food  on  hand  and 
could  make  a  meal  for  a  crowd  without  notice.  She  was  especially  adept 
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nain^Ift  °h  '  Carlson  with  sons.  Axel  and  Ingvar  in 

Igln  after  having  spent  5  years  on  "honeymoon"  In  Sweden. 

Below;  "Happy  Days  Are  Here  Again."  Axel  Eniest  and 
Ingvar  with  their  mother  at  home  on  Wing  Street  li,  El g^,. 
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FRANK  and  ALFRIDA  CARLSON 
and  sons,  ERNEST,  INGVAR  and  AXEL, 
(daughter,  Ruth,  bom  1917,  In  Inset) 
Portrait  made  In  Ludington,  1907. 
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^arm  home  at  Ludlngton.  Michigan.  Gustaf  Carlson  on  left  in  group  has" 

are^^L^.Ti^h®^  Others^  In  group 

InH  f  m'  ^  HJalmar  Lldberg,  boyhood  friend  of  Lnk 

rfan^^s  sons  machinist  at  Star  Watch  Case  Co.  Three  boys  are 

Below: 


The  Carlson  boys  and  their  horse  "Prince."  Pictures  from  1915. 
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Ingvar  and  Axel  helping  Mr.  Johnson  to  clear  land  on  Carlson  farm. 
Large  pine  stumps  remaining  from  previous  logging  operations  were 
dynamited,  these  were  then  cut  Into  chunks  to  fit  heating  stove; 
because  of  the  pitch  saturation,  the  fire  was  difficult  to  control. 
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at  preserving  fruit  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  there  would  be  1,000  quarts 
of  preserves  in  the  fruit  room.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  we  would  put  in  a 
supply  of  provisions;  I  remember  buying  as  much  as  six  barrels  of  flour 
at  one  time  and  we  bought  a  90  pound  sack  of  oatmeal  at  a  time.  The 
boys  had  oatmeal  and  milk  for  breakfast  almost  every  morning,  it  is  a 
good  food  for  growing  youngsters,  it  kept  them  in  good  health,  full  of 
vigor  and  energy.  When  I  think  of  my  own  childhood  and  compare  it  with 
my  children's,  I  can  see  a  vast  difference,  I  was  always  delicate,  and 
mother  had  to  urge  me  to  eat;  as  long  as  I  can  remember  my  morning  meal 
consisted  of  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a  couple  slices  of  toasted  bread. 

The  first  few  years  on  the  farm  were  much  alike,  I  kept  on  working 
in  the  shop  and  spent  my  money  as  fast  as  I  earned  it  on  improvements 
and  paying  off  our  debt.  In  summer  I  employed  a  man,  and  in  the  winters 
my  father  would  come  and  spend  most  of  the  cold  season  with  us.  Mother 
would  spend  part  of  the  summer  with  us  too,  she  was  full  of  ambition  and 
would  help  keep  the  weeds  out  of  the  truck  garden  and  berry  patches,  and 
lend  a  hand  picking  fruit.  We  raised  considerable  fruit,  berries  and  vege¬ 
tables,  but  prices  were  low  and  we  realized  little  for  our  labor.  Our  best 
income  was  from  the  milk,  though  this  did  not  amount  to  much,  it  was  a 
steady  income  the  year  around. 

The  winter  of  1914  my  father  was  again  with  us.  He  built  two  rooms 
for  us  in  the  attic  by  building  gables  on  the  roof,  we  also  put  a  new  roof 
on  the  house;  I  now  had  the  house  complete.  Now  I  wanted  a  new  barn, 
the  old  one  was  in  poor  condition  and  too  small,  so  I  had  the  pine  trees 
in  the  wooded  section  of  our  farm  cut  down  and  sawed  into  lumber.  This 
made  6,304  board  feet.  The  following  winter  my  father  built  the  new  barn, 

I  now  had  fine  new  buildings  ,  I  cleared  7  acres  of  land  that  had  been 
pasture,  this  was  an  expensive  job  as  the  land  was  full  of  old  pine  stumps 
that  had  to  be  dynamited  and  dug  out  by  hand. 

Each  year  I  bought  more  berry  bushes  and  fruit  trees  to  plant,  all 
the  money  I  earned  I  put  into  the  farm.  The  workday  remained  the  same 
at  the  shop  (10  hours),  my  wages  were  increased,  I  was  now  earning  $2  5 
per  week.  At  this  time  I  noticed  that  Ingvar  liked  music,  he  had  a  mouth 
organ  on  which  he  played  some  of  the  old  time  songs,  1  decided  to  give 
him  a  trial  at  music  and  so  bought  an  inexpensive  violin  and  had  a  friend 
in  town  give  him  lessons;  he  seemed  to  do  well.  I  soon  bought  a  better 
violin  and  had  all  three  boys  taking  lessons,  this  gave  me  much  pleasure. 

The  boys  were  now  going  to  school  in  town,  in  summer  they  rode 
bicycles,  in  winter  they  had  to  walk.  On  Saturdays  it  was  their  duty  to 
haul  manure  from  town. 

On  June  13,  1914,  Alfrida  gave  birth  to  a  baby  boy  at  the  hospital 
in  Ludington.  We  named  the  baby,  Oscar,  he  appeared  to  be  a  healthy 
and  normal  baby,  but  on  the  16th  I  was  called  to  the  hospital,  Oscar  was 
sick,  he  breathed  with  difficulty,  and  at  times  he  stopped  for  a  whole 
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minute.  Each  time  I  thought  he  had  died,  but  breathing  would  begin  again. 

1  was  called  to  the  hospital  at  5:00  a.  m. ,  Oscar  passed  on  at  12:30  p.  m. 
This  was  a  sad  experience,  we  had  wanted  another  child;  in  a  few  years 
our  boys  would  be  grown  up  and  we  would  be  left  alone. 

We  buried  little  Oscar  in  the  Ludington  Cemetery  on  the  17th.  Alfrida 
had  a  hard  time  during  the  pregnancy,  especially  the  latter  half,  she  was 
abnormally  large  and  her  limbs  were  swollen.  The  doctor  said  that  rheuma¬ 
tism  had  weakened  her  heart.  Alfrida  remained  at  the  hospital  until  the 

2  7th;  my  mother  was  with  us  and  helped  with  the  household.  Times  were 
not  so  good  now,  I  was  working  five  days  a  week,  eight  hours  a  day,  it 
looked  like  we  were  going  to  have  another  period  of  hard  times.  This  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  latter  part  of  1915,  then  we  had  our  factory  time  increased 
to  10  hours  a  day,  and  after  New  Years  to  full  time,  which  was  59  hours  a 
week.  In  Europe  World  War  was  now  in  action  and  it  had  to  be  credited 
for  the  times  getting  better  in  this  country. 

My  health  had  been  failing  for  some  time,  the  asthma  had  come  back 
and  my  nose  was  bad.  I  took  treatments  from  a  specialist,  but  he  seemed 
to  do  more  harm  than  good;  I  lost  the  sense  of  smell  and  I  was  in  a  miserable 
condition.  I  could  stand  it  no  longer  and  as  it  seemed  I  could  get  no  help 
from  local  practitioners,  I  decided  to  go  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  to  the 
State  University  hospital  in  the  hope  that  I  could  get  permanent  relief  and 
have  my  sense  of  smell  restored.  How  I  hated  to  leave  home,  but  it  had 
to  be  done.  I  left  home  on  the  evening  of  January  31,  1916,  and  arrived  at 
Ann  Arbor  the  next  morning.  It  was  so  crowded  at  the  hospital  that  I  did 
not  get  in  until  February  7th,  the  same  day  I  got  the  right  side  of  my  nose 
operated  on.  Local  anesthetic  was  used  and  it  was  quite  an  ordeal  to  go 
through,  it  made  me  quite  sick  for  a  few  days. 

On  the  10th  occurred  a  little  incident  that  is  a  dear  memory  to  me;  in 
my  mail  I  received  a  letter  from  son.  Axel,  with  a  one  dollar  bill  enclosed, 
he  wrote  that  he  had  sent  me  his  only  bone. 

On  the  18th  I  had  the  left  side  operated  on,  this  was  even  worse  than 
the  right  side,  and  again  I  had  to  go  to  bed.  On  the  23rd  I  was  told  that  I 
could  go  home,  so  I  left  for  home  the  same  day.  I  now  thought  that  I  was 
fixed  up  for  life  as  the  hospital  of  the  State  University  of  Michigan  had  the 
reputation  of  having  as  good  doctors  as  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Although  my  nose  was  not  healed  and  my  eyes  were  sore,  I  started  to 
work  on  the  28th.  My  nose  seemed  to  heal  very  slow,  my  eyes  were  still 
weak  and  I  had  a  cough,  then  a  pain  developed  in  my  right  ear  and  got  so 
severe  that  I  had  to  stay  home  from  work.  I  walked  the  floor  night  and  day 
holding  my  head;  I  decided  not  to  doctor  with  the  local  doctors  ,  but  went 
back  to  Ann  Arbor  on  the  17th  of  March. 

At  the  hospital  I  was  put  to  bed,  my  ear  was  packed  with  medicated 
cotten,  I  got  medicine  to  take  every  15  minutes.  An  ice  pack  was  placed 
on  my  ear.  This  was  continued  for  three  days,  when  it  was  announced 
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j  that  I  was  out  of  danger.  I  remained  in  the  hospital  until  April  5th.  1  had 
during  my  stay  there  also  received  treatment  for  my  nose.  The  doctor 
wanted  me  to  stay  longer,  but  Alfrida  had  written  she  was  not  well  and  I 
was  needed  at  home. 

At  the  University  Hospital  treatment  was  free,  the  fee  for  the  hospi¬ 
tal  was  two  dollars  a  day.  I  belonged  to  two  sick  benefit  societies,  so  I 
received  enough  money  to  pay  my  expenses.  It  took  several  weeks  before 
I  got  over  the  operation,  my  throat  was  sore  and  I  had  a  hard  cough,  but 
my  head  finally  cleared  up  and  I  was  feeling  much  better.  I  now  thought 
that  I  had  received  permanent  relief,  little  did  I  know  that  after  a  couple 
of  years  it  would  be  the  same  thing  over  again.  My  sense  of  smell  came 
back  at  times ,  but  only  to  disappear  again . 

Our  troubles  were  not  over,  Alfrida  had  again  inflammatory  rheuma¬ 
tism,  her  feet  were  so  swollen  and  tender  at  times  that  she  had  to  stay  in 
bed.  I  worked  hard  these  days,  I  worked  on  the  land  with  the  boys  when 
home  from  the  shop,  I  did  our  washing  at  night,  the  boys  were  now  so  big 
that  they  did  the  chores  in  the  bam  in  the  morning.  On  May  20,  1916, 
time  at  the  shop  was  set  to  55  hours  a  week  with  no  cut  in  wages,  we  re¬ 
ceived  60  hours  pay,  which  made  $25  per  week. 

On  May  22,  1916,  Ingvar  wore  his  first  long  trousers,  he  was  a  man 
now,  he  was  confirmed  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  June  11th.  He  was 
a  fine  looking  young  man  now  and  took  a  great  pride  in  his  appearance, 
always  wanting  to  be  dressed  nice  and  neat.  Alfrida 's  rheumatism  con¬ 
tinued  and  spread  to  other  parts  of  her  body.  We  found  that  her  tonsils 
were  bad  and  we  decided  to  have  them  removed.  I  took  her  to  the  hospital 
one  morning,  her  condition  was  such  that  she  could  not  without  assistance 
get  in  or  out  of  the  buggy.  She  was  operated  on  and  I  took  her  home  the 
same  day.  She  did  not  seem  to  mind  the  operation  much,  although  her 
throat  was  very  sore.  One  foot  was  so  sore  and  swollen  that  she  could 
not  stand  on  it,  but  had  the  knee  on  a  chair  and  by  moving  the  chair  with 
her,  she  managed  to  get  around. 

The  removal  of  her  tonsils  helped,  after  a  couple  of  days  the  swell¬ 
ing  started  to  go  away  and  before  long  her  feet  were  back  to  normal  and 
the  rheumatism  gone.  Apparently  it  was  her  tonsils  that  had  caused  the 
trouble. 

This  summer  we  were  not  going  to  have  a  hired  man,  the  boys  were 
big  and  able.  When  we  had  more  work  than  we  could  handle,  I  could  hire 
a  neighbor  temporarily. 

Alfrida 'a  parents  in  Westra  Ryd,  Sweden,  are  dead,  she  inherited 
$190,  with  this  I  paid  off  the  last  of  the  rnortgage.  So  in  the  summer  of 
1916,  I  had  $400  to  my  credit  in  the  bank.  I  had  been  working  hard  at  the 
shop  and  I  wanted  a  vacation,  I  also  needed  to  be  at  home,  so  I  quit  my 
job  with  the  Star  Watch  Case  Co.  on  August  19th.  Although  we  raised 
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considerable  garden  truck,  fruit  and  berries,  etc.  ,  returns  were  poor  from 
the  still  low  prices.  I  now  had  five  cows,  they  brought  a  steady  income, 
and  I  had  a  good  crop  of  hay  from  the  new  land  that  I  had  cleared. 

Alfrida  was  now  pregnant  again.  Towards  the  last  she  could  not  lie 
down  in  bed  but  had  to  sit  up  to  be  able  to  breath;  again  I  wrote  mother  to 
come  and  help  us . 

We  had  a  lot  of  snow  that  winter  and  toward  spring  the  roads  became 
almost  Impassable.  The  snow  laid  so  deep  on  the  roads  that  after  a  thaw 
it  softened  and  would  not  hold  up  the  horse.  I  was  afraid  that  in  an  emer¬ 
gency  I  could  not  bring  Alfrida  to  the  hospital  or  get  a  doctor  out  to  the 
farm.  On  Sunday  morning,  March  11th,  it  had  froze  hard  enough  so  that 
the  snow  held  the  horse  up;  we  thought  it  best  to  take  Alfrida  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal  and  that  she  remain  there  until  time  of  delivery,  she  would  receive 
better  care  there  than  we  were  able  to  give  her  at  home.  Our  Lutheran 
minister.  Reverend  Carl  Benander,  visited  her  one  day  at  the  hospital  and 
offered  to  take  her  to  his  home  which  she  gladly  accepted.  She  was  with 
the  Benander  family  for  two  weeks.  There  she  became  more  cheerful  and 
I  am  grateful  to  Reverend  Benander  for  what  he  did  for  us . 

At  the  hospital,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1917,  8:58  a.  m.  ,  Alfrida  gave 
birth  to  a  baby  girl.  I  received  a  telephone  message  and  hurried  to  the 
hospital,  when  I  got  there  the  baby  had  already  arrived.  Alfrida  saw  me 
coming  into  the  room  and  said  joyfully,  "I  fooled  you  this  time.  "  I  had 
many  times  teased  her  that  it  made  no  difference  how  many  children  we 
would  have,  they  would  all  be  boys.  Fact  was,  we  had  not  expected  a 
girl,  and  when  the  doctor  made  out  his  report  and  asked  for  the  baby's 
name,  we  were  undecided.  After  a  little  discussion,  Alfrida  said  she 
wanted  our  daughter  to  be  called  Ruth,  and  I  gave  her  the  name  Ingeborg. 
My  father  had  said  that  if  he  had  another  daughter,  he  would  give  her  that 
name.  I  thought  now  he  could  at  least  have  a  granddaughter  by  that  name. 

Everything  seemed  to  be  normal,  the  doctor  left  and  I  stayed  until 
noon  when  I  went  home  with  the  intention  of  coming  back  in  the  evening. 
When  I  arrived  home  there  was  a  telephone  message  waiting  that  I  was 
wanted  at  the  hospital  at  once.  I  hurried  back.  Alfrida  had  had  a  hemor¬ 
rhage  and  was  so  weak  that  she  could  barely  whisper.  They  had  placed  a 
chair  under  the  foot  of  the  bed  and  I  thought  that  this  was  a  most  uncom¬ 
fortable  position  as  Alfrida  laid  at  least  two  feet  lower  with  her  head  than 
with  her  feet. 

The  next  day,  though  very  weak,  she  seemed  to  rest  comfortably, 
but  in  the  evening  I  noticed  that  her  hands  and  face  were  swollen  and  that 
she  had  difficulty  in  breathing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  noticed  that  the  swelling  had  increased. 
The  foot  of  the  bed  had  not  been  lowered.  I  came  back  in  the  evening,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  she  was  sleeping,  I  did  not  want  to  awaken  her,  so 
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After  the  funeralrltes  in  Elgin  for  Augusta  (Engman)  Swanson,  November  1915.  From  left:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Smlthberg  of  Elgin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Anderson  of  Granada,  Minn.;  Mr.  August 
Swanson,  the  bereaved  husband,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Carlson  of  Ludlngton,  Mich.  The  sisters  are 
the  Ingman  Isaksson  daughters  from  Westra  Ryd . 

Below: 

July  4,  1913.  Family  reunion  held  In  Elgin.  Seated  (from  left)  are  three  Engman  sisters ,  Augusta , 
Alfrlda  and  Mathilda,  their  husbands  stand  directly  behind  them.  Mrs.  G.  R.  Carlson  and  hus¬ 
band  are  on  the  right.  The  little  girl  Is  Helen  Smlthberg,  sitting  beside  her  mother,  Mathilda. 

The  boys  are  sons  of  Alfrlda  and  Frank  Carlson.  From  left:  Axel,  age  11,  Ernest  9,  and  Ingvarl2. 
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Mathilda  (Engman),  married  to  Charles  Smithberg,  had  two  Augusta  (Engman),  married  to  August  Swanson  of  Elgin.  They 

children,  a  son  Albln,  and  daughter  Helen.  For  reasons  of  had  four  children,  two  sons  moved  to  Chicago,  both  girls 

health,  Mr.  Smithberg  was  forced  to  sever  his  employment  married  at  Granada,  Minnesota. .  .Mabel  to  a  Bert  Entwistle, 

at  the  watch  company  where  after  1913  he  purchased  a  going  a  farmer. .  .Bertha  to  a  business  man,  Edward  Anderson. 

Jewelry  business  in  St.  Charles  which  he  operated  for  many  Augusta  died  at  Granada  November  27,  1915,  while  visiting 
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sat  down  beside  the  bed.  It  seemed  queer  to  me  that  Alfrida  threw  her 
head  from  side  to  side  and  complained  that  it  was  so  warm  in  the  room. 

She  said  several  times  in  Swedish,  "det  ar  so  varmt  harinne."  A  nurse 
came  in  and  felt  her  pulse  and  asked  her  how  she  was  feeling  and  Alfrida 
answered,  "Allright,  I  guess."  They  were  her  last  words  and  not  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  she  breathed  her  last.  The  nurse  left, 
but  I  became  suspicious  that  something  was  wrong,  I  felt  of  her  body, 
she  was  cold  up  to  her  waist,  I  opened  her  eyes,  they  were  set,  I  called 
her  name  but  she  did  not  answer,  but  she  was  still  breathing.  She  opened 
one  eye  and  seemed  to  look  at  me,  then  she  turned  her  head  to  the  right, 
a  few  more  breaths  and  it  was  all  over.  I  looked  at  my  watch,  it  was  7:30, 

I  hurried  to  get  the  nurse,  she  came  with  the  head  nurse,  they  brought 
stimulants,  which,  of  course,  were  to  late. 

After  Alfrida 's  death,  I  went  to  our  pastor,  Carl  Benander,  and  then 
to  town  and  engaged  an  undertaker.  I  tried  to  send  a  telegram  to  my  par¬ 
ents  in  Elgin  but  the  office  was  closed.  When  I  came  home  all  were  in 
bed;  I  called  the  boys  downstairs  and  told  the  sad  news.  I  don't  want  to 
go  into  detail  further  and  describe  our  sorrow. 

We  had  always  thought  of  Elgin  as  our  real  home  and  I  decided  on 
burial  there.  Alfrida  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  in  Ludington  and  our  pastor  advised  that  she  should  have  the  usual 
burial  ceremony  at  the  church  so  it  would  give  friends  the  opportunity  to 
pay  their  last  tribute.  On  April  16th,  3:00  p.  m.  ,  we  gathered  at  the 
church,  it  was  nearly  filled  with  people.  The  casket  was  covered  with 
flowers,  there  were  also  flowers  all  around  the  altar.  Pastor  Benander 
gave  a  comforting  sermon  after  which  he  invited  us  to  his  home  for  re¬ 
freshments .  At  five  o'clock  we  boarded  the  train  for  Elgin.  The  undertaker, 
Dorell,  a  personal  friend,  arranged  everything  and  his  charges  were  very 
reasonable,  only  $76.50,  casket  Included. 

We  arrived  in  Elgin  the  next  day  at  noon.  Alfrida's  sister,  Mrs. 
Mathilda  Smithberg,  had  arranged  to  have  the  funeral  from  her  home.  She 
had  hired  a  minister  and  two  singers,  the  service  was  short  and  I  was  very 
tired,  it  had  been  a  constant  strain  for  several  months. 

Two  other  sisters  of  Alfrida  were  present,  Mrs.  Victor  (Elvira)  Ander¬ 
son  of  Granada,  Minnesota,  and  Albertina  of  Batavia,  Illinois.  When  the 
ceremonies  were  over  at  the  Smithberg  home,  it  did  not  take  long  with 
automobiles  to  drive  to  the  Bluff  City  Cemetery  (in  Ludington  the  hearse 
was  drawn  by  horses). 

Alfrida  was  bom  in  Westra  Ryd,  Blekinge,  Sweden,  February  9,  1875, 
she  died  April  13,  1917,  her  age  was  42  years,  2  months  and  4  days.  I 
may  here  remark  that  her  death  occurred  on  Friday,  the  13th.  Time  can  per¬ 
haps  dull  the  anguish  of  our  bereavement,  but  the  memory  of  my  dear  wife 
and  mother  of  my  children  can  never  be  erased. 

GOD  BLESS  THIS  MEMORY. 
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Alfrlda  was  a  good  wife  and  mother,  she  was  well  balanced  In  her 
temperament,  she  seldom  became  very  gay  and  she  hardly  ever  showed  any 
anger.  But  if  I  or  the  boys  became  ill,  then  she  would  not  give  herself 
any  rest,  but  waited  on  us  unreservedly  and  tried  her  utmost  to  make  us 
comfortable.  She  was  very  ambitious  and  always  busy,  perhaps  hard  work 
shortened  her  life.  I  worked  in  town  and  had  but  little  time  at  home. 
Alfrida  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  day  and  did  her  housework  at  night; 
to  my  knowledge  there  was  never  a  loaf  of  bread  in  our  house  that  she  had 
not  baked. 

We  stayed  in  Elgin  until  Thursday,  April  19th.  We  left  Elgin  at  9:15 
a.  m.  and  went  by  rail  to  Milwaukee,  and  from  there  took  a  boat  across  to 
Ludington  where  we  arrived  at  6:30  a.  m.  on  Friday.  The  journey  to  Elgin 
we  had  made  by  rail.  My  mother  went  with  us  to  keep  house  for  us  and  to 
care  for  Ruth  Ingeborg;  Ruth  was  at  the  hospital  and  our  first  act  was  to 
bring  her  home.  Mother  was  an  expert  in  taking  care  of  babies  as  she  had 
for  many  years  been  a  nurse  on  confinement  cases. 

It  was  springtime  and  we  had  got  behind  with  our  farm  work  so  I  had 
to  get  busy.  I  wanted  to  get  everything  in  as  good  a  condition  as  possible 
because  I  had  decided  to  sell  the  farm.  Mother  was  not  strong  at  her  age, 
and  besides  she  had  her  own  household,  so  I  could  not  expect  to  have  her 
with  me  for  long.  To  hire  a  housekeeper  who  would  also  take  care  of  the 
baby,  I  could  not  do;  I  wanted  to  sell.  I  went  to  a  couple  of  real  estate 
men;  they  had  the  place  for  sale  for  some  time  without  results.  Finally  I 
advertised  in  a  Chicago  Swedish  newspaper,  I  received  a  lot  of  inquiries 
and  it  kept  me  busy  answering  letters.  A  number  of  people  came  to  look 
at  the  farm,  but  they  had  no  money,  some  wanted  to  rent,  others  had  but 
$500,  one  had  $1,000,  I  was  asking  $5,000.  Finally  a  widow  from  Duluth, 
Minnesota,  came;  she  bid  $4,000,  and  all  cash,  I  accepted.  I  also  sold 
her  everything  in  the  house  except  the  linen.  There  were  six  rooms  in  the 
house  all  furnished.  I  sold  very  cheap,  the  buildings  alone  were  worth 
all  that  I  received.  Had  I  waited  six  months  or  a  year,  it  is  likely  that  I 
could  have  sold  for  twice  or  perhaps  three  times  the  amount  I  received. 

The  United  States  had  now  gone  into  the  World  War  and  in  a  short  time 
prices  increased  enormously.  But  I  was  glad  that  the  farm  was  sold  and 
that  I  had  the  money,  I  was  now  free.  I  was  tired  of  farming,  perhaps  by 
hard  work  I  would  have  been  able  to  make  a  living  off  the  land,  but  it 
surely  would  have  been  a  scant  one.  The  land  was  poor  and  besides,  I 
guess  I  was  not  cut  out  to  be  a  farmer.  I  did  not  farm  because  I  liked  it, 
but  because  I  thought  that  it  would  benefit  my  health. 

Now  what  should  I  do  with  Ingvar  and  Axel,  I  could  only  take  Ruth 
and  Ernest  with  me  to  live  in  Elgin  with  my  parents,  how  I  hated  to  break 
up  the  family.  Ingvar  was  16  years  old,  big  and  strong  for  his  age;  he 
said  that  he  was  capable  of  taking  care  of  himself,  and  without  my  know¬ 
ledge  he  hired  out  to  a  farmer.  I  wrote  to  my  brother-in-law,  Victor  Ander¬ 
son  of  Granada,  Minnesota,  if  he  could  give  my  son  Axel  a  home  if  Axel 
would  help  with  the  chores  around  the  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  let  Axel 
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fud  barf  eiudie  ,  )na>ot  hiKlnftw  aifoa  ^yoatom  on  bad  yadt  ttfd  ^istal  adi  la 
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litifA  b  aiAprf  fi  not  ym  ovie  hU>oo  tfrf  ti  ,afoaannlM  .ohanfiiD  )o  noa 
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attend  high  school  there.  I  received  an  answer  to  send  him  out.  On  June 
20,  1917,  1,  my  mother.  Axel,  Ernest  and  Ruth,  left  our  old  home;  Ingvar 
drove  us  down  to  the  boat,  it  was  hard  to  leave  him,  but  he  wanted  to 
stay,  so  I  could  do  no  different.  We  left  Ludington  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  and  arrived  in  Elgin  at  9:30  the  next  morning. 

We  had  lived  in  Ludington  eleven  years,  the  best  years  of  my  life, 

1  went  there  before  I  was  30  years  old,  and  now  I  was  over  40.  It  was  a 
mistake  to  move  there,  my  health  broke  down,  and  I  never  fully  recovered. 

I  sometimes  think  that  it  is  a  wonder  that  I  am  still  alive  considering  all 
the  suffering  that  I  have  gone  through  the  last  2  5  years.  I  don't  know  how 
much  the  farm  in  Ludington  cost  me,  I  put  all  the  money  I  earned  into  it, 
besides  the  money  that  father  loaned  me,  also  his  labor  in  re-building  both 
the  house  and  bam.  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  I  got  only  half  of  what  it 
cost  me . 

On  the  2  5th  of  June,  I  put  Axel  on  a  train  for  Granada,  Minnesota, 
to  my  brother-in-law,  Victor  Anderson.  Axel  was  only  15  years  old,  it 
was  hard  to  part  with  him,  and  that  night  I  prayed  to  God  Almighty  to  guard 
and  lead  my  boys,  and  that  we  some  day  would  be  re-united.  Axel  had 
that  same  spring  been  confirmed  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 

Ingvar  wrote  that  he  was  not  getting  along  so  well,  he  had  to  work 
too  hard,  and  that  he  was  lonesome.  He  left  his  first  Job  and  hired  out 
to  our  former  neighbor.  Ole  Olson;  he  was  now  among  friends  and  was  more 
contented.  On  August  23rd,  I  went  to  Ludington  to  see  Ingvar  and  to  decide 
what  should  be  done.  He  had  been  taught  a  lesson  by  experience,  he  was 
now  a  different  boy,  and  how  glad  he  was  to  see  me.  He  was  now  willing 
to  go  to  Elgin  and  we  decided  that  as  soon  as  I  could  find  a  job  for  him 
that  he  should  come.  I  stayed  in  Ludington  a  few  days  visiting  old  friends, 
I  made  more  friends  there  than  in  any  other  place. 

On  August  31st,  I  left  Elgin  to  visit  Axel  and  see  how  he  was  getting 
along.  As  I  walked  along  the  gravel  road  to  the  farm  I  saw  Axel  out  in  the 
field  plowing  with  five  horses;  he  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  me,  he 
was  not  lonesome,  but  happy  and  contented.  He  had  several  cousins  there 
who  were  about  his  own  age.  I  stayed  with  my  brother-in-law  until  Sep¬ 
tember  11th,  and  enjoyed  my  visit  very  much. 

On  October  2nd,  I  started  to  work  in  the  machine  shop  of  the  Illinois 
Watch  Case  Co. ,  and  I  got  a  promise  to  get  Ingvar  in  as  an  apprentice. 

I  wrote  to  Ingvar  to  come  and  he  arrived  in  Elgin  October  23rd.  He 
looked  well  and  strong  and  measured  5  feet  7  1/8  inches  tall.  I  took  him 
to  the  shop  but  he  did  not  like  it,  and  said  that  he  did  not  want  to  work' 
inside.  I  thought  it  best  to  let  him  have  his  way,  but  here  I  made  another 
mistake,  I  should  have  Insisted  that  he  take  the  job  and  learn  the  machin¬ 
ist  trade.  On  account  of  the  war,  wages  were  going  up  and  labor  was 
scarce.  Axel  had  written  to  Ingvar  to  come  to  Minnesota,  and  Ingvar 
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decided  to  go  there.  He  left  October  30th,  it  was  a  bad  move.  He  worked 
on  different  farms  for  about  three  years  and  accomplished  nothing.  If  he 
had  stayed  with  me  he  would  have  learned  the  machinist  trade  and  earned 
good  wages . 

Axel  was  attending  high  school  in  Granada  and  in  spare  time  helped 
with  the  farm  work,  but  he  did  not  like  this  arrangement  as  well  as  at  first. 
Ernest  was  going  to  school,  he  had  developed  whooping  cough,  Ruth  also 
got  the  cough  and  had  very  severe  spasms.  Ruth  had  under  her  grand¬ 
mother's  care  been  getting  along  very  nicely;  she  weighed  17  pounds,  had 
one  tooth  and  had  learned  to  crawl,  this  was  the  2  8th  of  November.  Ruth 
and  Ernest  had  the  cough  most  of  the  winter,  Ernest  not  so  hard  but  that 
he  continued  school.  Ernest  was  taking  lessons  on  the  violin  and  was 
getting  to  be  a  good  violinist. 

It  was  a  hard  winter  with  much  snow.  Some  mornings  the  street  cars 
could  not  operate  and  I  had  to  walk  to  the  shop  (over  two  miles);  I  did  not 
like  this,  neither  did  I  like  the  shop,  and  on  January  14,  1918,  I  quit  my 
job.  Times  were  good  and  it  was  easy  to  find  work,  on  account  of  the  war 
men  were  scarce.  I  next  went  to  work  in  a  shop  nearer  home  located  at 
what  is  called  the  Fox  River  Switch.  I  was  to  receive  55 per  hour  and 
work  9  1/2  hours.  This  was  more  than  I  had  received  while  with  the  Watch 
Case  Co.  Later  we  had  the  time  Increased  to  10  1/2  hours  and  also  worked 
on  Sundays.  It  was  heavier  work  than  I  was  used  to,  mostly  war  materials, 
but  I  got  along  well  and  I  liked  my  work.  I  received  an  increase  in  wages 
every  month  and  when  I  left  I  was  getting  85<J^  per  hour,  the  foreman  offered 
me  higher  wages  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  bonus. 

At  this  time  the  war  was  at  its  height,  this  country  was  shipping  men 
to  France  as  fast  as  transportation  would  allow.  There  had  been  one  draft 
after  another,  hardly  a  young  man  could  be  seen  on  the  streets  any  more. 
On  September  5th,  a  notice  came  that  all  men  18  to  45  years  must  register 
on  September  12th,  this  included  me. 

On  October  1st,  I  left  the  Steel  Art  Tool  Co. ,  things  were  not  going 
Just  right  and  I  thought  it  best  to  get  out,  the  shop  burned  down  a  few 
weeks  after  I  left. 

On  the  same  day  that  I  quit,  I  started  to  work  for  the  Elgin  National 
Watch  Co.  I  accepted  a  lower  wage,  60<:  per  hour  and  a  15%  bonus,  the 
bonus  was  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  was  put  to  work  on  what  is 
called  the  "Fine  Tool  Job,"  it  was  a  big  change  to  get  .on  that  kind  of  work 
as  I  was  now  accustomed  to  large  and  heavy  work.  But  everything  went 
well  and  1  soon  got  acquainted  with  my  work. 

On  November  11th,  an  armistice  was  signed,  the  war  was  over;  all 
shops  closed  for  the  day,  everybody  went  wild  with  joy,  there  was  much 
noise -making  and  parading.  Everybody  was  glad  the  war  was  over,  but 
we  were  afraid  that  the  good  times  would  also  be  over,  but  to  the  contrary, 

147 


9H  ,»vom  bmi  £  B0W  il  i^oloO  tlol  eH  og  oS  b^blosb 

9(i  il  .ynifUon  b9/1«2iq{noooA  bn«  ftneay  e«iiU  iuods  erniBl  Jnaislllb  no 
hft/n6«  bn£  »b6if  tslnl^ioam  odi  boiiioal  avail  bluow  ail  am  itilw  bayaiB  bad 

, eagaw  booQ 

iHsqlari  amil  aiaQS  nJ  bns  abaita)0  nt  ioodoe  rigid  grtIbaelfa.Baw  loxA 
.tB7!)  )a  SB  How  to  iftsftivpnima  aldJ  9^11  toa  bib  ed  lud  mial  ari^  cUlw 

oeia  iliuH  ^tiguoo  gntqoodw  baqciavab  bad  orf  tloorioa  ^  gnlog  saw  taa/nl 
-bnaig  lori  wbau  bad  ibuH  .  zmtsqz  oiavsa  v^sv  bad  bna  riguoo  aili  log 
bad  «ebntioq  Vt  baitgiaw  aria  fiov  g/iola  goliiag  aaad  aiao  B'laiitoa 

riiuil  .ladniavoH  )o  rfiBS  9tiS  sew  ttrii  ^Iwino  o)  bomaal  bad  bna  ASooJ  am 
;ariJ  sud  brad  ot  last  Jaatnl  ^lainiw  aril  lo  laom  riguoo  aril  bad  laani3  bna 
K0W  bna  oiloiv  oril  no  aitoeaal  gni;>(ai  eaw  isama  .loorioa  baunlinoo  ad 

.ialntloiv  boog  a  ad  ol  gniHag 

8100  laarit  aril  agiU/nom  amoB  ,w<inai  rioum  riiiw  lainlw  biail  a  saw  ll 
X>«  bib  I  ;(«olim  owiiavo)  qorie  aril  oJ  )4I«w  ol  bad  I  bna  olaiaqo  ion  bluoo 
ym  liup  1  ,81  ex  yieiinril  no  bna  ,qorfB  aril  adil  I  bib  lariilan  ,8irii  adil 
'Msw  aiO  io  jnuoooa  no  ,dxaw  bnit  ol  ysaa  acw  li  boa  boog  aiew  aamiT  .dot 
*B  baiaoci  amorf  laiaan  qorie  a  nt  diow  ol  Inaw  ixan  2  .ooiao*  aiew  nam 
hne  lyuit  laq  avia<^ai  oi  saw  I  .doilwB  laviA  xol  aril  baXlao  ei  jariw 
rioieWaril  rijiv.  >iJriw  Uaviaoan  bad  I  oaril  aioni  acw  alift  .euioil  £  diow 
bajtnowoaiabfia  Atuoil  S\i  01  ci  baaaaiom  omlJ  s/U  barf  iei%l  ,o0  aaaO 
,Blai*Kii6m  irw  yU^oai  ,cl  beay  bisw  f  rraril  diow  -jaiyaad  «aw  iI,  .tyabaiifi  m 
•agiw  nl  aaaaiani  na  bnifttiodff  T  ,ilww  ym  baifil  T  bfia  Haw  gnola  lOp  I  Ji/d 
baiatlo  ruKi^ioi  aril  ,iMori  laq  ?C8  gntllav  eaw  I  llal  I  nariw  baa^riinom  yiava 

.  8U/!od  a  ^aay  oiti  lo  bna  aril  la  bna  aagaw  ladglri  am 

nam  gnlqqtrie  eaw  yttnuo-^  etifJ  ,»ripiari  all  la  aaw  law  aril  amil  tiril  lA  ^ 
ilaifa  »m  naaci  bad  anaifT  .  woIXa  bli  ow  nolianoqaiian  ea  leal  sa  aonfii?  ol 
.aiom  yna  eiaaua  aril  no  none  ad  iUiioo  iiaai  gnuoy  a  yJJbaari  .lariiooa  laJla 
latHigai  faiim  aiaay  oi  £1  nottt  Ua  laiil  amao  aoilon  a  ^lild  ladmaiqaS  nO 

.am  bfbiilofU  Itfll  ^rilll  lanmaiqaS  ao 

,  J  i 

gniog  ton  a^aw  dfnitU  ^,,60  lo'/T^ttA  taoiG  aril  Hal  I  «ial  ladoioO  lO 

a  trwob  bofnt^  qoriu  arit  ,1uo  lag  ol  ilaii  Si  i^uorii  I  baa  Irigli  laut 

nr  ’  .  fial  I  loJla  adaaw 

lanoliatl  rngU  aril  lol  dtow  ot  banata  1  ,llJip  1  laril  yab  amaa  aril  nO 
aril  ,tuaod  HfEI  a  bna  'wod  laq  ^09  taviot  a  balqaooa  1  .oO  riolaW 

ai  ladw  no  diow  oi  niq  Qaw  I  .toey  atli  k>  bna  aril  se  biaq  ad  oS  a«w  euaod 
rixiw  So  bmjl  laril  na  lag  ol  'tgnado  glci  a  aaw  U  "  i  bnaT  ani  l"  aril  ballao 
inaw  goJritYiava  tuB  .riiow  yvaori  bue  fCTuM  oJ  bainoiaoooa  wpa  «iaw  I  ee 

.riiow  y«  diiw  hainiiupoa  log  aooa  I  bna  ilaw 

Ua  rravo  aaw  taw  aril  ,bongia  aaw  aalialnna  na  ,rilll  tadmarvolri  «0 
rioum  airwiatadl  ,yoi  itilw  bliw  Inaw  ybodyiavo  ,yab  adJ  loS  batolo  aqoria 
lud  ttavcraaw  taw  aril  batg  eaw  L'bodyiavS  .gnibetaq  bna  gnUant-oaion 
.yimnoo  aril  ol  lud  ,tavo  ad  oele  bluow  aamli  boog  aril  ladi  biatla  ataw  aw 

VH 


Uie  times  became  even  better.  The  work  day  was  reduced  from  9  to  8 
hours,  Saturday  afternoon  off  with  no  reduction  in  pay.  The  bonus  that 
had  been  15 /o  was  increased  to  2  5%.  Later  we  were  given  an  increase  in 
wages  of  2  5%  and  the  bonus  taken  off,  but  a  little  later  we  were  given 
another  bonus  of  5%  which  continued  for  several  years.  I  was  earning  $46 
per  week  for  44  hours  work,  not  including  the  bonus. 

When  I  came  to  this  country  in  1892  ,  I  was  then  15  years  old,  my 
first  Job  was  in  a  harness  shop,  and  my  wage  was  $2  for  60  hours  labor, 
later  when  I  served  as  apprentice  in  a  machine  shop  I  worked  without  any 
pay  for  most  of  a  year. 

Ingvar  and  Axel  came  home  from  Minnesota  for  a  visit  at  Christmas, 
1918,  and  stayed  over  New  Years,  1919.  They  were  a  picture  of  health 
and  it  was  a  big  treat  to  be  together  again.  Axel  left  his  uncle  and  had 
been  working  for  other  farmers,  he  had  also  been  digging  ditches  for  tiling, 
earning  over  $5  per  day.  Ingvar  had  been  working  on  a  farm  owned  by  a 
cousin.  Ernest  was  going  to  school,  but  had  during  vacation  and  spare 
time  worked  in  a  grocery  store.  Ruth  was  growing  fast  and  in  good  health; 
my  father  and  mother  were  very  much  attached  to  her,  they  just  lived  for  ht 
father  spent  most  of  his  spare  time  playing  with  her. 

On  May  1,  1919,  I  married  Mrs.  Slgrid  Swanson  (maiden  name  was 
Moren),  she  was  bom  in  Chicago,  September  8,  1882  .  She  had  a  mother, 
Christine  Moren,  and  a  daughter,  Dorothy.  Ernest  and  I  moved  to  my 
wife  s  home.  During  our  courtship  Sigrld  had  been  working  as  a  practical 
nurse,  after  our  marriage  she  worked  for  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Co.  ,  and 
later  worked  in  a  grocery  store  and  continued  there  until  Ingvar  and  Axel 
came  back  to  Elgin  to  live  with  us.  Sigrid  is  a  good  wife  and  companion 
and  has  been  a  great  comfort  to  me  in  my  many  trials. 

On  November  6th,  my  mother  sent  for  me;  father  was  sick,  he  had 
been  to  work  that  morning.  The  work  was  on  the  outside,  it  rained  and  he 
became  wet.  After  he  came  home  he  had  a  chill  and  mother  put  him  to  bed. 

I  called  a  doctor  and  he  announced  that  father  had  all  the  symptoms  of 
pneumonia  in  both  lungs .  The  first  few  days  father  did  not  seem  very  sick 
and  we  were  hopeful  that  he  would  soon  be  well  again,  but  on  the  night  of 
the  11th  he  seemed  to  take  a  sudden  turn  for  the  worse /  he  lost  conscious- 
ness  early  in  the  morning.  The  doctor  gave  him  a  hypodermic  injection 
which  put  him  to  sleep  from  which  he  never  awoke.  At  11:45  a.  m  he 
stopped  breathing,  he  had  passed  on. 

I  had  lost  my  father  whom  had  done  so  much  for  me ,  and  who  I  had 
given  so  little  in  return. 

He  had  been  in  such  good  health  that  I  thought  he  would  live  for 
many  more  years.  Not  long  before  his  last  sickness  he  made  the  remark 
that  he  was  feeling  just  as  good  as  when  he  was  2  5  years  old.  He  had 
been  blessed  with  good  health,  he  had  not  consulted  a  physician  for  ill¬ 
ness  but  once  in  almost  50  years.  , 
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On  the  14th  Ingvar  and  Axel  came  home  for  the  funeral,  they  stayed 
until  the  19th.  Father  was  laid  to  rest  on  the  15th,  the  funeral  was  from 
our  home,  the  home  that  he  had  built  with  his  own  hands. 

- Blessed  be  his  remembrance - 

On  the  5th  of  December  I  moved  home  to  mother.  I  was  to  live  up¬ 
stairs  with  my  family,  Ernest  and  Ruth  were  to  live  downstairs.  Sigrid 
continued  to  work,  she  had  not  been  well  for  several  months  and  was  get¬ 
ting  thin,  she  had  ptomaine  poisoning  late  in  the  fall  and  in  bed  for  two 
weeks . 

I  bought  a  house  for  $1800,  I  thought  that  it  was  a  bargain.  I  re¬ 
ceived  $18  a  month  for  rent,  but  soon  had  trouble  with  the  tenant  and 
decided  to  sell.  This  was  not  easy  but  I  finally  sold  with  a  $100  profit. 

On  March  28,  192  0,  we  had  a  tornado.  Our  home  was  not  directly 
in  its  path  so  we  escaped  without  any  damage.  It  happened  on  a  Sunday 
while  people  were  in  church,  only  seven  people  were  killed  and  about  300 
injured . 

Ernest  had  been  working  in  a  grocery  store  but  now  went  to  work  for 
a  construction  firm  as  timekeeper  at  a  wage  of  $18  per  week.  He  later 
received  a  bonus  that  brought  his  wage  up  to  $30  a  week,  this  was  a  high 
wage  for  a  boy  15  years  of  age.  Ernest  and  my  stepdaughter,  Dorothy,  had 
been  confirmed  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  in  Elgin,  March  7,  1920. 

When  I  sold  the  farm  in  Ludington,  Michigan,  I  deposited  the  money 
in  a  bank  there.  I  now  withdrew  my  money  and  together  with  my  savings 
I  bought  stocks  and  bonds.  I  started  gradually,  but  went  into  buying  and 
selling  more  as  time  went  on;  I  did  considerable  trading  in  common  stocks 
and  had  many  ups  and  downs. 

Ingvar  and  Axel  came  home  for  Christmas,  192  0,  and  stayed  with  us 
until  after  the  New  Year  when  they  went  back  to  Minnesota. 

After  New  Years,  1921,  we  received  a  letter  from  mother's  brother, 
John  Gustaf  Carlson,  from  Kerman,  California;  we  had  not  heard  from  him 
for  many  years  and  thought  that  he  was  dead. 

It  seemed  Ingvar  and  Axel  intended  to  be  fanners .  The  war  had 
brought  up  the  price  of  farm  land  to  such  a  high  level  that  a  poor  man 
could  not  think  of  buying  land  that  was  in  cultivation.  I  had  read  about 
special  privileges  given  to  settlers  in  Canada,  and  I  decided  to  send  Axel 
there  to  investigate.  On  April  1,  1921,  he  left  Minnesota  for  Battleford, 
Saskatchewan,  Canada. 

On  April  18th,  I  received  a  long  letter  from  Axel  describing  his 
experience.  He  had  been  with  a  party  on  a  45  mile  sleigh  ride  to  see 
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the  land  offered.  He  was  not  very  enthusiastic  about  what  he  saw;  he 
hired  out  to  a  farmer  and  stayed  all  summer. 

Both  Ingvar  and  Axel  came  home  for  Christmas,  192  1;  Axel  said  that 
he  had  had  enough  of  farming.  Stocks  had  gone  down  as  times  were  not 
so  good  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  I  had  taken  considerable  loss. 
Ernest  had  been  laid  off  from  work  and  was  taking  a  course  at  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Business  College. 

On  Christmas  day  I  wrote  as  follows  in  my  diary:  "Ingvar  and  Dor¬ 
othy  went  to  early  church  service,  the  rest  of  us  stayed  in  bed  until  8:00 
o'clock.  We  spent  the  day  at  leisure,  talking  about  bygone  days,  about 
the  old  home  in  Ludington  and  about  Alfrida;  many  dear  memories  were 
discussed.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  a  movie." 

The  following  day,  December  2  6th,  Ruth  made  her  first  public  appear¬ 
ance.  She  had  commenced  Sunday  School  and  was  on  the  Christmas  program 
with  some  other  girls  and  spoke  a  piece  from  the  platform.  Ingvar  went  back 
to  Minnesota,  but  Axel  stayed,  he  was  through  with  farming.  We  were  now 
in  the  year  1922  . 

On  April  10th,  mother's  brother  from  California,  John  G.  Carlson,  his 
wife  and  daughters,  Minnie  and  Myrtle,  visited  us;  they  were  on  their  way 
to  Sweden.  They  continued  their  journey  on  the  12th,  we  went  with  them 
to  Chicago  where  we  spent  the  day  sight-seeing. 

During  the  year  my  asthma  was  severe  and  I  suffered  much;  in  the  fall 
the  hay  fever  came  and  was  very  severe,  my  eyes  were  so  sore  and  blood¬ 
shot  that  I  could  hardly  see.  I  took  a  vacation  and  went  by  boat  toPetoskey, 
Michigan;  I  stopped  off  at  Ludington  and  called  on  old  friends  and  then  went 
out  to  see  our  old  home.  I  wrote  in  my  diary  August  2  8th  as  follows:  "In 
the  afternoon  I  went  out  to  our  old  home,  it  was  a  sad  sight,  the  house  had 
apparently  not  been  cleaned  since  we  moved  out  more  than  five  years  ago. 
Rags  and  dirt  everywhere,  walls  were  so  black  one  could  not  tell  what  color 
the  walls  had  been,  the  bathroom  I  will  not  try  to  describe.  Berry  bushes 
and  everything  gone  to  ruin,  no  crop,  only  weeds.  The  manure  from  the 
bam  had  not  been  hauled  out  for  three  years.  It  made  me  disgusted  to  see 
our  old  home  in  such  a  condition  and  to  think  that  Alfrida,  I  and  the  boys 
'had  worked  so  hard  and  spent  so  much  energy  and  money  for  improvements 
to  make  it  the  prettiest  farm  house  in  the  vicinity,  and  now  it  was  a  wreck. " 

The  widow  to  whom  I  had  sold  it,  had  married  her  hired  man  who  was 
more  than  2  0  years  her  junior.  They  had  gone  into  making  moonshine 
whiskey  and  their  home  was  a  meeting  place  for  the  slummers  of  town. 

They  had  been  arrested  several  times ,  the  woman  had  served  one  year  in 
prison  and  her  husband  was  serving  a  term  at  the  time  I  was  there.  I  may 
here  mention  that  prohibition  was  enacted  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  the 
country  was  supposed  to  be  dry. 
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Axel  was  working  in  Chicago,  Ernest  was  working  in  a  local  bank, 
Ingvar  had  written  that  he  was  tired  of  farming  and  that  he  wanted  to  try 
city  life.  On  October  13th,  he  arrived  in  Elgin  with  a  Ford  roadster 
automobile.  I  secured  a  job  for  him  with  the  contractor  that  my  father 
had  worked  for,  with  the  promise  that  he  should  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  learn  the  bricklayer  trade.  But  the  contractor  could  not  give  Ingvar 
steady  work,  so  he  quit  and  secured  a  job  with  the  Western  Electric  Co. 
of  Chicago  for  whom  Axel  was  working.  Ernest  could  not  see  any  future 
in  working  at  the  bank  so  he  also  went  to  work  for  the  same  company. 

He  later  managed  to  get  transferred  to  the  Western  Electric  Mechanical 
Training  School.  We  were  now  all  united  again,  the  boys  living  at  home 
and  traveling  to  and  from  Chicago  daily. 

1922  -  I  built  a  garage,  bought  a  second  hand  Ford  touring  car  and 
learned  how  to  drive  it.  Ingvar's  car  was  stolen  shortly  after  he  arrived 
in  Elgin . 

Ruth  started  school  on  January  22  ,  1923. 

We  installed  our  first  radio  April  1,  192  3,  we  bought  the  parts  and 
Ernest  and  I  did  the  assembling.  This  was  one  of  the  first  radios  of  the 
neighborhood  and  many  of  the  neighbors  came  to  listen  to  it. 

During  the  winter  Ingvar  and  Ernest  had  been  sick  several  times 
with  tonsillitis,  they  both  went  at  the  same  time  to  a  hospital  and  had 
their  tonsils  removed.  Ingvar  soon  recovered,  but  Ernest  seemed  to  have 
an  infection,  and  it  took  several  weeks  before  his  throat  healed.  Axel 
left  the  Western  Electric  Co.  and  took  up  the  plumbers  trade,  he  started 
by  taking  a  course  in  a  trade  school  and  later  served  as  an  apprentice. 

In  due  time  he  took  the  journeyman's  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the 
plumbers  union.  Ingvar  followed  this  same  procedure  a  few  months  later. 

I  soon  learned  to  operate  the  car  and  we  began  to  enjoy  driving  in 
the  country.  Although  I  had  lived  in  Elgin  many  years,  I  had  not  seen 
much  of  the  surrounding  landscape.  In  the  fall  of  192  4,  I  took  a  vacation; 
Sigrld  and  I  went  for  a  tour  around  Lake  Michigan.  At  Ludington  we  stop¬ 
ped  for  a  visit  with  old  friends.  We  started  on  August  2  7th  and  returned 
September  11th;  we  had  driven  1100  miles,  it  was  our  first  journey  by 
automobile  and  our  first  experience  in  camping  out,  we  enjoyed  it  thor¬ 
oughly  . 

On  Memorial  Day,  May  30,  192  4,  Ernest  surprised  us  by  getting 
married;  his  bride  was  Evelyn  Beyer,  a  very  sweet  girl  of  German  descent. 
I  had  no  objection  to  this  union,  except  that  I  thought  that  both  were  too 
young,  especially  Ernest,  both  were  19  years  of  age.  Ernest  moved  to 
his  bride's  home.  Evelyn  was  employed  at  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Co. 
and  continued  working  there.  Ernest  was  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
Western  Electric  Mechanical  Training  School  (Tool  and  Die  making), 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  was  commutinq  to  school  daily  on  the  "Third  Rail 
Line."  151 
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Times  were  good,  I  worked  one  hour  overtime  daily,  also  Saturday 
afternoons,  for  which  I  was  also  paid  time  and  one  half.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Watch  Company  paid  a  5%  bonus,  my  bonus  amounted  to  $12  1, 
an  extra  cash  dividend  of  2  0%  was  paid  on  the  stock.  During  the  year  I 
had  been  fortunate  with  my  investments  and  had  sold  with  considerable 
profit  several  times  and  again  reinvested.  I  now  had  a  margin  account 
with  a  stockbroker  in  Chicago,  I  also  had  a  loan  in  a  local  bank  with 
stocks  as  collateral. 

On  June  1,  192  5,  we  had  a  wedding  at  our  home.  My  stepdaughter, 
Dorothy  Swanson,  was  married  to  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Chelsey 
Fritz.  There  were  many  relatives  and  friends  present. 

My  health  was  poor  and  I  decided  to  leave  the  Watch  Company,  take 
a  vacation  and,  if  possible,  improve  my  health.  Times  were  good  and 
wages  were  high,  I  liked  my  work,  it  was  the  cleanest  and  easiest  work 
that  1  had  ever  had  and  I  hated  to  give  it  up;  the  job  was  Just  like  a  pet  to 
me.  I  left  the  shop  on  June  11th.  On  July  2nd,  Sigrld,  Ruth  and  I  drove 
to  Ludington,  Michigan,  to  visit  our  old  home  and  my  many  friends  there, 
especially  Halmar  Lidberg,  his  father  had  died  during  the  spring.  Our  old 
home  was  a  pitiful  sight,  it  had  been  neglected  and  was  almost  in  ruin. 

We  stayed  in  Ludington  until  July  17th,  then  took  a  roundabout  way  and 
arrived  home  on  the  19th. 

On  August  13th,  Sigrld  and  I  started  out  for  the  West,  We  arrived 
in  Denver,  Colorado,  on  the  2  0th;  we  stayed  there  and  drove  around  in  the 
mountains.  It  was  my  first  experience  in  mountain  driving  and  I  enjoyed 
it  immensely.  I  decided  to  continue  westward  and  visit  my  cousin  Hilma 
Frisk,  now  Mrs.  Carl  Anderson  of  Tooele,  Utah.  On  August  31st,  we  left 
Denver,  we  went  through  LeadvlUe,  which  is  said  to  be  the  highest  city 
in  the  world,  the  elevation  being  10,140  feet.  Between  Leadville  and 
Glenwood  Springs  is  the  grandest  scenery  that  I  have  seen  in  Colorado. 

Coming  into  the  town.  Red  cliff,  we  went  down  a  mountain  into  the 
town  and  then  up  another,  this  was  one  of  the  steepest  grades  that  we  had 
climbed,  and  looking  down  almost  made  one  dizzy.  Here  was  one  little 
mining  town  after  another  and  the  scenery  was  beautiful.  For  many  miles 
we  followed  the  river,  we  must  have  come  down  several  thousand  feet. 
We  went  by  an  orchard  where  the  cherries  were  ripening,  we  thought  that 
this  was  remarkable  as  it  was  so  late  in  the  season,  but  I  expect  that  it 
was  the  high  altitude  that  accounted  for  it.  The  mountain  sides  stood 
perpendicular  hundreds  of  feet  high.  Although  I  have  crossed  the  country 
since  several  times  by  different  routes,  I  have  not  seen  anything  so  won¬ 
derful.  The  motor  stalled  on  us  several  times,  but  after  much  worry  and 
tinkering,  succeeded  to  get  going  again.  Roads  were  poor  at  this  time, 
there  were  hardly  any  paved  roads  from  Illinois  to  California , 

We  arrived  in  Tooele,  Utah,  September  5th,  found  Hilma  and  her 
family  in  good  health,  she  has  two  lovely  little  daughters,  Margaret  Jane 
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and  Dorothy  Jean.  Hilma's  husband,  Carl  Anderson,  works  as  an  electri¬ 
cian  at  a  smelter,  which  he  took  us  through,  it  was  very  interesting.  The 
mine  is  located  four  miles  away  and  the  ore  is  carried  to  the  smelter  by 
means  of  a  bucket  line.  Copper,  lead,  silver  and  gold  are  mined  here. 

We  were  now  so  far  west  that  we  decided  to  continue  to  California 
and  visit  my  uncle  and  cousins.  On  September  12th  we  bid  Hilma  and 
her  family  good-bye.  We  had  enjoyed  our  visit  very  much,  the  highlight 
having  been  the  trip  in  the  mountains,  through  the  smelter  and  seeing  how 
the  different  minerals  were  extracted  from  the  ore. 

We  were  soon  out  in  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Desert,  and  spent  the  night 
far  away  from  any  human  being;  we  wondered  as  we  camped  if  there  would 
be  any  wild  animals  prowling  around  during  the  night.  The  road  was  poor 
and  at  times  there  was  hardly  any  at  ail.  One  day  we  drove  180  miles  and 
had  not  seen  a  town.  We  went  through  Tonapah,  Nevada,  it  is  said  that 
the  world's  largest  silver  mines  were  located  here.  We  had  gone  over 
many  difficult  places,  but  we  were  told  that  the  worst  was  yet  to  come, 
which  proved  true.  We  were  traveling  on  the  Midland  Trail  and  the  most 
difficult  place  was  at  Westgard  Pass,  which  we  entered  shortly  after  we 
crossed  the  California  line.  It  was  a  seven  mile  climb  to  the  summit  and 
we  were  told  that  the  drop  on  the  other  side  was  4,000  feet  in  five  miles. 
We  made  the  descent  without  any  mishap,  we  were  now  down  in  Owens 
Valley.  The  following  day  we  got  into  a  sandstorm,  at  times  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  stay  on  the  road;  the  wind  was  strong  and  dust  filled  the  air  so  it 
was  difficult  to  see.  The  skin  on  our  faces  became  chapped  and  our  lips 
cracked . 

At  Bakersfield  we  had  our  first  glimpse  of  tropical  vegetation.  There 
we  saw  our  first  palm  trees  and  we  had  to  stop  and  look.  We  were  now  in 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  what  a  change  from  the  desert,  orchards  and  vine¬ 
yards  were  everywhere.  We  arrived  at  my  uncle's  place,  John  G.  Carlson 
ranch,  September  18th.  We  were  heartily  welcomed  by  cousin  Alvin  and 
his  wife.  We  found  that  uncle  had  retired  from  farming  and  was  living  at 
Berkeley  with  three  of  his  daughters,  the  youngest.  Myrtle,  was  attending 
college  there.  The  vicinity  of  uncle's  ranch  is  called  Vinland.  The  other 
two  sons,  Ferdie  and  Ruben,  have  ranches  of  their  own.  They  grow  mostly 
grapes  which  they  dry  for  raisins,  60  tons  of  raisins  is  an  average  crop  on 
uncle's  ranch. 

On  September  23,  we  left  Vinland  after  a  most  enjoyable  visit  and 
arrived  at  Berkeley  the  same  day.  I  had  written  to  uncle  and  he  thought 
that  I  was  coming  by  train,  he  was  surprised  to  see  me  coming  in  an  old 
Ford  car  and  with  my  wife  along.  We  had  a  pleasant  visit  with  uncle, 
aunty  and  the  cousins,  Esther,  Minnie  and  Myrtle.  Here  I  had  to  go  to 
work  on  the  car  and  do  some  repairing,  I  had  been  driving  without  brakes 
for  sometime,  also  I  had  to  prepare  for  our  homeward  Journey.  We  made 
several  short  trips  into  the  surrounding  country  near  Berkeley  and  Oakland, 
one  day  was  spent  in  San  Francisco.  We  would  have  liked  to  stay  longer, 
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but  It  was  getting  late  in  the  season  and  we  were  afraid  that  cold  weather 
would  set  in  before  we  again  reached  Elgin.  Mother  had  also  written  that 
she  was  not  well  and  that  we  should  hurry  home.  On  October  2nd  we  bid 
our  relatives  farewell,  it  seemed  a  little  sad  to  leave  uncle  and  the  cous¬ 
ins,  they  had  been  so  kind  to  us,  and  uncle  prayed  to  God  for  our  safety 
and  His  guidance  on  our  homeward  Journey. 

We  drove  south  following  the  Pacific  coast,  I  decided  to  take  a 
southern  route  because  it  was  so  late  in  the  season.  We  arrived  in  Pasa¬ 
dena  on  October  14th,  and  stayed  there  two  days  visiting  with  old  friends, 
but  could  not  stay  longer.  We  had  not  gone  a  hundred  miles  before  we  felt 
that  winter  was  approaching.  I  would  have  liked  to  stay  in  California  with 
its  warmth  and  sunshine,  we  had  not  had  a  cloudy  day  while  there.  We 
made  one  side  trip  in  Arizona  to  the  Petrified  Forest.  Traveling  was  slow, 

I  also  had  trouble  with  the  car,  the  front  spring  broke,  also  the  front  wheel 
bearing  wore  out.  In  New  Mexico  we  had  snow  and  rain,  and  had  to  lay 
over  and  wait  for  the  weather  to  clear  up. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  west  had  but  few  improved  roads  at 
this  time,  and  when  it  was  wet,  it  was  impossible  to  travel.  In  Colorado 
we  encountered  more  snow  and  rain,  and  in  Kansas  a  sno\vstorm.  Our  car 
was  an  open  touring  model  and  we  had  a  hard  time  trying  to  keep  from 
freezing.  Without  any  serious  mishaps,  we  arrived  home  October  2  4th, 
and  found  that  all  was  well.  When  we  started  out  I  did  not  Intend  to  go 
so  far,  I  had  to  write  home  for  money  several  times,  the  car  was  a  Ford  of 
1917  model  with  self-starter.  I  bought  new  tires  on  the  way  and  there  was 
no  end  to  tire  repairing. 

On  December  24,  192  5,  Axel  came  home,  he  had  with  him  a  young 
lady  whom  he  introduced  as  his  wife,  they  had  been  married  the  day  before. 
Axel  was  working  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  had  met  his  wife  there,  her  maiden 
name  was  Nadine  Yonker. 

On  Christmas  Day  we  had  a  family  reunion.  Axel  and  wife,  Ernest 
and  wife,  Ingvar  and  his  sweetheart,  Dorothy  and  her  husband.  The  day 
was  a  pleasant  one  and  left  memories  that  will  always  stay  with  me.  My 
thoughts  wandered  back  to  the  time  when  my  boys  were  growing  up;  it 
seemed  only  a  short  time  since  they  were  little  tots  ,  and  now  they  were  men. 

Times  continued  good,  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Watch  Company 
paid  an  extra  cash  dividend  of  2  5%  and  a  stock  dividend  of  25  -  1  1/4%. 
Mother  received  as  her  share  of  the  extra  dividend,  $418.75,  which  more 
than  paid  for  the  paving  of  the  street  in  front  of  our  home. 

On  March  9,  192  6,  during  the  night  we  heard  a  noise  in  mother's 
bedroom.  We  found  her  unable  to  get  up,  we  thought  that  she  had  been 
hurt  in  falling  out  of  bed,  but  later  learned  that  she  had  suffered  a  stroke 
of  paralysis.  Mother  did  not  recover,  for  a  time  she  seemed  to  be  gaining 
strength  and  we  got  a  wheel  chair  so  she  could  sit  by  a  window  or  out  on 

154 


la/iiMvr  bloD  sods  ow  !>a«  aoesoz  odt  ni  oiOl  ^ntsssff  ■bw  n  Jud 

iftdj  fw.Mliw  o*l«  Hftrf  -Mri^oM  .Al^O  bBrtofiBt  niB»6  «w  si6t«d  at  SeB  bluow 
bW  aw  b«S  ladoJoO  rO  .•food  ynui!  blood*  aw  sods  bna  Haw  Jon  bbw  ada 
-Buoo  oill  bna  alonv  aveal  os  bna  ellill  a  bamaf^a  fl  ^Uawaiel  stvl^aia'i  lao 
’{SolBe  loo  Toi  bo2)  OJ  alono  bna  ,au  oJ  bold  oe  naad  bad  y®^  i*^ 

.y<Mnuot  tnowafflod  ivo  sto  ^onabiov  alU  hno 

f  i-  .  ■  a*  ^ 

fi  adta  ol  t^bloab  1  ,1*60./  olUoa^  adi  pnJwoIIol  djooa  avonb  sW 
-aea*!  ni  havlTte  aW  .noado*  adJ  tu  a)6l  o*  e«w  i!  dtuaoad  aJooi  modSitoB 
ebnalil  bio  dJiw  i?!UU«tv  cyab  ow'j  rnioAs  boyaja  bna  ,rtJH  ladoJoO  no  atiab 
la)  aw  atoJad  naUra  haibnori  a  ano^  lou  bbd  aW  .i6£»noI  ynJ*  ion  bliioo  lud 
Jlw  oimolilBO  ui  yal*  oJ  bwtti  avad  blwow  I  ,<j«ldoaoiq<lB  aaw  latmwjadj 
aW  .aiadl  allriw  yab  \]M*oko  a  bed  Jon  barf  ew  ,onlri*noa  bn«  dlftnaw  p|t 
wol#  eaw  L>rtiI«V*iT  .Jeawrt  balUiJ^^?  a/b  ol  anosliA  ill  qW  able  ano  abaW 
>odw  laoTi  od;  oal*  ortiiq*  JCOtI  edl  ,-jbo  »dJ  lillw  aldoOTl  bod  oaU  I 

yai  ol  bad  boa  ,aiin  bna  ytom  bod  tfw  oolxaM  woVl  ol  .Juo  oiow  rnlisod  <  • 

•  .qo  loalo  ui  lOrtJaaw  edl  lol  Jlcw  bnoiovo 

M*-  ^  ^ 

ja  cbaoT  b#voi(,nu  wol  Jud  bod  J«:j*w  »nj  Tsdj  baiodasaoun  ad  lauai  Jl 
obaioloO  nl  JavrrJ  ot  aldUeoqad  B&w  11  ,Jaw  asw  tl  nadw  boa  ,6mJJ  eldj 
lao  itfO  .<ffK>J*wo««  a  afctnaS  ill  bnn  bna  woo*  aiom  bawimiooifa  aw 
oKrrt  qao)l  os  pirty-U  aoUJ  Inad  a  bad  aw  bne  labom  ^altuoS  naqo  na  now 
,djl«S  ladoioO  -Hwod  bavlrta  aw  ,*qa(t8im  auolia*  yaa  loodJIW  .ptunaaii 
oq  OJ  bnaini  ion  Hb  I  Iwu  b^iola  awnariW  .Haw  isw  Ha  JariJ  bituol  bna  * 
lo  bio*!  a  anw  loo  adi  ,eafBtJ  loiava*  yaitoni  vA  amod  aJllW  oJ  bad  I  ^lol  o* 
law  aiadi  bixa  yew  adJ  no  aailJ  wan  rdeuod  1  .laJnata-ila*  dJlw  Jabon  Vltl 

.yntilaqai  aitj  oJ  bna  on 

I 

C>/U)oy  a  mid  rillw  bod  ad  ,amod  aroao  laxA  ,0S€1  ,bS  ladinaoaa  nO  ^  ■ 

aiolad  yab  odj  bal-namnaad  bad  yadj  ,allw  eld  aa  booobotJitt  ad  roodw  ybal 
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no  loo  To  wobniW  a  yil  Jia  blooo  ada  oa  tlado  laedw  a  lop  aw  bna  djynaTia 


the  porch,  but  she  kept  failing  and  had  to  remain  in  bed.  Much  credit  is 
'  due  my  wife  for  her  tender  care  of  my  mother  during  the  nine  months  of 
mother's  illness . 

I  was  getting  tired  of  loafing  and  on  April  2  6th  1  again  went  to  work 
for  the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  although  I  was  far  from  well.  The  morning 
I  went  to  work,  I  arose  at  four  o'clock  so  1  would  have  enough  time  to  get 
over  my  morning  choking  spell,  and  enable  me  to  walk  into  the  shop  in 
fairly  good  shape.  I  was  better  off  working  than  being  at  home  as  I  did 
not  have  time  to  think  about  my  troubles.  I  was  not  able  to  walk  to  and 
from  the  shop,  so  I  drove  my  car.  I  denied  that  anything  was  wrong  with 
me,  so  no  one  suspected  my  plight.  I  continued  taking  treatments  but 
they  were  of  no  avail,  instead  I  got  worse,  again  I  had  to  resort  to  the 
hypodermic  needle  and  adrenalin  for  relief. 

In  the  fall,  I,  Ruth,  Ernest  and  his  wife  went  to  northern  Michigan 
to  get  relief  from  the  hay  fever,  on  the  way  we  stopped  at  Ludington  and 
called  on  our  friends  there. 

Later  in  the  fall  I  bought  the  house  adjoining  us  on  the  north  side 
for  $6000.  Ernest  moved  in,  he  quit  his  apprenticeship  with  the  Western 
Electric  Company  in  Chicago,  and  on  November  4th,  he  began  working  for 
the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company. 

Ingvar  was  living  at  home  and  was  working  as  a  plumber.  Axel  had 
since  his  marriage  been  living  with  his  wife's  folks  in  Peoria,  Illinois, 
but  as  he  could  find  no  steady  work  there,  he  moved  home  and  rented  the 
upstairs  apartment.  We  were  now  all  together  again,  Ernest  having  moved 
next  door. 

On  November  2  0th,  Ingvar  married  Helen  Maday,  a  girl  of  Polish 
descent,  they  were  married  in  Elgin.  We  went  with  them  to  Chicago  for 
the  reception,  where  the  bride's  parents  gave  a  party  in  honor  of  the  new¬ 
lyweds.  It  was  a  feast  in  Polish  style,  much  eating,  drinking  and  dancing 
which  lasted  all  night.  Music  was  furnished  by  a  violin  and  accordian 
players;  the  old  Polish  dances  were  accompanied  with  much  stomping  and 
yelling. 

My  boys  are  now  all  married,  my  boys  that  I  used  to  be  so  proud 
over.  Everything  did  not  turn  out  as  I  would  have  liked  it,  but  I  wish  them 
happiness  and  prosperity,  and  above  all,  good  health.  Helen,  the  new 
member  in  our  family,  seems  to  be  robust  and  healthy,  I  hope  that  she  will 
be  a  good  wife  for  Ingvar.  I  know  nothing  about  her  or  her  parents,  but 
they  seem  to  be  respectable  people.  Ingvar  and  Helen  intend  to  make  their 
home  with  Ernest  and  his  wife. 

Evelyn,  Ernest's  wife,  had  for  some  time  complained  that  she  was 
not  feeling  well,  and  on  the  23rd  of  November  she  was  taken  to  a  hospital 
for  an  appendectomy  operation,  all  went  well  and  she  was  back  home 
again  December  2nd .  3^55 
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St  it'juM  .bed  nl  murndt  ot  bAit  bna  pmUiA  }q«i  arie  Hid  ,d;noq  aili 
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*  ag£  .bnS  ladrnaoaQ  nlaya 


On  December  1st,  mother's  condition  suddenly  took  a  turn  for  the 
worse,  except  for  a  few  hours  when  she  had  been  sitting  in  a  wheel  chair, 
she  had  been  in  bed  since  she  was  taken  ill  early  in  the  year.  This  is  not 
a  pleasant  subject  to  write  about,  but  to  make  this  family  history  complete, 

I  will  copy  part  of  what  I  wrote  in  my  diary  on  the  last  day  of  my  mother's 
earthly  existence. 

At  daylight  I  called  the  doctor,  he  came  and  gave  her  some  medicine, 
mother  seemed  to  rally  some,  and  at  times  we  could  understand  what  she 
said;  she  called  for  Ruth  several  times,  though  she  seemed  to  be  mostly 
in  a  coma.  My  cousin  (mother's  sister's  daughter),  Anna  Torrell  Nelson, 
was  with  us  most  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  bed,  I  had  not  had 
any  sleep  the  night  before,  Slgrid  woke  me  at  two  o'clock  a.  m. ,  Sigrid 
then  went  to  bed. 

Axel  came  in  before  he  went  to  work  the  next  morning,  but  mother 
did  not  recognize  him.  I  called  cousin  Anna  over  the  telephone,  I  did 
not  call  the  doctor  any  more,  I  thought  that  he  might  use  the  hypodermic 
needle  and  thought  that  she  might  as  well  die  without  being  drugged. 

As  I  stood  there,  my  whole  life  passed  before  me  from  earliest  child¬ 
hood  mixed  with  incidents  both  happy  and  unhappy.  I  was  reminded  of 
neglected  duties  and  sorrows  I  had  caused  my  father  and  mother.  They 
seemed  to  unfold  and  roll  up  before  me  like  a  motion  picture. 

Her  life  ebbed  out  slowly,  it  was  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  when  mother 
ceased  breathing.  Thus  ended  the  life  of  a  kind  and  loving  mother,  she 
thought  of  Ruth  as  her  own  child,  and  Ruth  called  her  mama.  Mother 
wished  that  she  could  have  lived  a  few  more  years  and  witnessed  Ruth's 
confirmation  in  the  Lutheran  faith. 

Mother  was  bom  in  " Aland s ryd , "  Vemamo,  Sweden,  January  28, 

1849,  and  died  December  3,  182  6.  The  span  of  her  life  was  77  years, 

10  months ,  and  5  days . 

May  you  rest  in  peace,  dear  mother,  and 
Blessed  be  your  remembrance. 

According  to  mother's  wish,  we  had  the  funeral  from  our  home.  Our 
Swedish  Lutheran  minister  officiated,  in  his  sermon  he  dwelt  on  a  mother's 
tender  care  and  the  duties  of  those  who  still  have  a  mother.  Two  songs 
were  sung,  "Beautiful  Isle  of  Somewhere"  and  "Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus." 
Mother  was  laid  to  rest  beside  father,  at  the  Bluff  City  Cemetery,  on 
Decembers,  192  6. 

Much  credit  is  due  Sigrid,  my  wife,  for  her  patience  and  tender  care 
of  my  mother  during  the  nine  months  of  her  illness . 
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Mother  left  a  will  in  which  she  gave  Ruth  $3000,  she  gave  her  home 
jointly  to  my  children,  with  me  as  life  tenant;  1  received  what  remained, 

1  was  also  named  administrator. 

The  year  of  192  7.  Our  heating  plant  was  not  satisfactory.  Ingvar 
and  Axel  were  now  plumbers  and  steamfitters ,  they  offered  to  install  a 
hot -water  system  for  heating  if  I  paid  for  the  material.  Tliis  was  done  and 
it  was  a  great  improvement  over  the  old  hot-air  furnace. 

Shortly  after  New  Year,  Helen  (Ingvar' s  wife)  was  taken  sick,  she 
had  hemorrhages  through  the  mouth.  X-ray  pictures  of  her  lungs  proved 
that  she  was  afflicted  with  tuberculosis.  It  has  been  previously  mentioned 
that  Ingvar  and  Helen  were  living  with  Ernest.  Helen  was  in  bed  for  about 
two  weeks.  It  was  decided  that  it  would  be  best  that  she  go  home  to  her 
parents  in  Chicago,  which  she  did.  She  quickly  recovered  her  health,  and 
on  April  1st,  I  rented  the  downstairs  apartment  to  Ingvar  and  Helen.  Sigrid, 
Ruth  and  I  moved  upstairs  and  kept  house  together  with  Axel  and  his  wife. 
Sigrid's  mother  went  to  live  with  Dorothy  (her  granddaughter),  and  I  paid 
for  her  keep  there. 

My  mother  had  been  a  member  of  a  mortuary  fund  in  Sweden,  this 
amounted  to  over  a  hundred  crowns .  I  gave  this  amount  to  my  crippled 
cousin,  Frank  Sandgren,  in  Sweden;  he  is  the  only  first  cousin  that  I  have 
on  my  father's  side.  His  brother,  Sigurd  Sandgren,  died  last  fall  at  the 
State  Hospital  in  Elgin  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  He  was  a  robust  young 
man  when  he  came  to  this  country,  but  strong  drink  soon  undermined  his 
health . 

In  the  spring  I  bought  a  new  Ford  car  for  our  intended  journey  west. 

I  rigged  it  up  so  that  I  and  Sigrid  could  sleep  inside  and  Ruth  on  the  run¬ 
ning  board.  Tourist  accommodations  were  non-existent  in  the  west  at  this 
time . 


On  the  night  of  June  9th,  Ernest  was  suddenly  taken  ill  and  was 
rushed  to  a  hospital  early  in  the  morning.  A  blood  test  indicated  that  the 
appendix  was  ruptured  and  that  he  was  suffering  from  peritonitis  poison¬ 
ing.  No  time  was  lost,  he  was  operated  on  and  back  in  his  room  before 
8:00  a.  m.  He  was  a  pitiful  sight,  he  looked  as  if  he  had  been  sick  for 
a  long  time.  Instead  of  just  one  day.  His  condition  was  serious,  but 
finally  on  the  15th  he  was  declared  to  be  out  of  danger. 

I  left  the  shop  on  the  11th  and  was  ready  to  start  on  our  journey 
west,  Ruth  was  now  out  of  school.  I  did  not  like  to  give  up  my  job,  I 
knew  this  was  the  last  time  I  would  walk  out  of  the  Watch  factory.  Three 
weeks  previous  I  had  talked  to  the  foreman  and  recommended  Ernest  as 
fit  to  take  over  my  work,  he  was  then  transferred  to  my  job.  I  had  given 
him  some  training  but  it  was  cut  short  because  of  his  illness.  When  I 
bid  the  foreman  farewell,  he  expressed  his  sorrow  over  Ernest's  misfor¬ 
tune,  and  said  that  the  job  would  be  waiting  for  him  until  he  was  well 
enough  to  go  to  work.  157 
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On  June  20th,  I  went  to  the  hospital  to  see  Ernest  and  bid  him  fare¬ 
well,  he  was  looking  like  himself  and  was  fast  gaining  In  strength.  On 
the  21st  we  started  on  our  journey  to  California,  I,  Sigrld  and  Ruth.  Noth¬ 
ing  unusual  happened  on  this  journey. 

We  stayed  a  few  days  In  the  Black  Hills,  President  Coolldge  was 
also  spending  his  summer  vacation  there,  we  saw  both  the  president  and 
Mrs.  Coolldge  at  the  state  lodge.  We  crossed  the  Big  Horn  Mountains 
and  the  scenery  was  beautiful,  wild  flowers  everywhere,  flowers  were  so 
thick  in  some  places,  that  they  covered  the  ground. 

We  arrived  at  Yellow  Stone  Park  on  July  7th,  we  stayed  there  until 
July  15th.  In  Spokane,  Washington,  we  stayed  three  days  visiting  old 
friends.  We  followed  the  Columbia  River  which  is  a  scenic  drive.  Arrived 
in  Cakland,  California,  August  2  6th,  where  my  uncle  was  living,  but 
found  that  he  had  gone  to  the  home  ranch  for  a  visit.  We  visited  briefly 
with  cousin  Esther,  Minnie,  and  Myrtle.  We  left  Cakland  August  30th and 
arrived  In  Vlnland  the  same  day.  We  found  uncle  and  family  all  in  good 
health.  The  community  of  Vlnland  is  located  between  the  towns  of  Kerman 
and  Biola ,  and  about  2  0  miles  northwest  from  Fresno;  it  is  a  Swedish  com¬ 
munity.  It  was  a  treat  to  be  with  uncle  again,  he  is  a  healthy  and  active 
man  in  spite  of  his  70  years. 

Cn  August  6th,  we  bid  our  relatives  farewell  and  continued  south. 

In  Los  Angeles  we  called  on  our  former  neighbors  In  Elgin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

A.  Wheeler,  we  also  stopped  in  Pasadena  and  called  on  old  friends.  We 
continued  south  to  San  Diego  and  over  into  Mexico  to  Tijuana.  We  did 
not  stay  there  long,  Tijuana  is  a  wide  open  town,  people  there  make  their 
living  off  of  Americans  who  go  across  the  border  to  drink  and  gamble.  I 
have  never  in  all  my  life  seen  so  many  gambling  machines  as  I  saw  there. 

We  went  back  to  San  Diego  where  we  camped  on  a  strip  of  land  out¬ 
side  the  harbor  that  is  called  SHverstrand .  August  15th  we  went  back  to 
Pasadena,  we  were  told  that  this  city  had  an  ideal  climate  and  that  many 
people  afflicted  with  asthma  went  there  and  found  relief.  Cn  the  18th  we 
went  there;  we  stayed  in  an  auto  camp  until  the  2  5th  when  I  rented  a 
cottage  for  $2  0  per  month.  Ruth  began  school  September  12th. 

The  following  is  a  remark  that  I  made  on  September  30,  192  7:  "End 
of  the  month,  and  nothing  accomplished,  I  can't  help  but  think  that  this 
is  an  awful  waste  of  time,  just  lay  around  and  do  nothing.  I  should  have 
worked  for  2  0  years  yet,  but  when  one's  health  gives  out,  it  can't  be  done. 
I  have  tried  to  hang  onto  my  job,  and  many  times  have  gone  to  work  when 
I  hardly  have  been  able  to  walk. " 

Cn  February  18,  192  8,  I  received  a  letter  from  Ernest  in  which  he 
said  that  on  February  14th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  took  Evelyn 
to  the  hospital  and  that  a  baby  boy  weighing  seven  pounds  was  bom  on 
Wednesday,  February  15th,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  First  name 
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will  be  Richard,  but  they  are  not  positive  about  the  second  name.  Evelyn 
is  doing  well. 

Here  I  wish  Richard  health  and  happiness,  and  may  he  become  an 
honest  and  upright  man.  I  hope  that  he  will  be  a  comfort  and  joy  to  his 
father  and  mother. 

With  the  arrival  of  Richard  another  generation  in  our  family  is 
started,  and  I  have  become  a  grandfather.  I  was  later  informed  by  Evelyn 
that  Richard  has  received  the  middle  name  of  Allan,  and  that  the  baby  is 
very  nice,  and  that  his  ears  are  close  to  his  head. 

My  stepdaughter,  Dorothy,  had  written  that  her  grandmother  was 
sick  and  that  Slgrid  had  better  come  to  Elgin  and  help  care  for  her.  Sigrid 
left  Ruth  and  I  for  Elgin  on  June  26. 

Ruth  was  now  out  of  school  for  summer  vacation.  I  had  sent  home 
for  a  violin  on  which  Ruth  was  taking  lessons. 

My  health  had  not  greatly  improved,  but  1  was  hopeful.  Ruth  and  I 
went  swimming  every  day.  Ruth  learned  how  to  swim  in  the  old  swimming 
hole  in  Tujunga  wash. 

It  was  not  very  pleasant  for  Ruth  and  I  to  be  alone,  I  did  not  want 
to  go  back  to  Elgin  to  live,  so  I  wrote  Sigrid  to  come  back  and  bring  her 
mother. 

1  bought  a  house  at  10113  Gish  Avenue,  Tujunga,  for  $1000.00  plus 
furniture  for  $100.00.  The  same  day  that  the  deal  was  closed,  September 
4th,  Ruth  and  I  moved  in.  Sigrid  and  her  mother  arrived  on  September  8th, 
both  in  the  best  of  health. 

Later  in  the  fall,  Dorothy,  my  stepdaughter,  and  her  husband  came 
out  here.  They  wanted  to  try  the  California  climate  for  Dorothy's  health. 
They  stayed  here  until  the  following  June  when  they  went  back  to  Elgin, 
apparently  Dorothy's  health  had  not  improved  by  her  stay  here. 

I  liked  California  with  its  warmer  and  dryer  climate,  I  could  be  out¬ 
doors  almost  every  day  the  year  around.  Our  home  was  a  very  modest  one, 
but  we  were  comfortable . 

The  Country  was  enjoying  a  period  of  prosperity,  securities  had 
increased  enormously  in  value,  my  holdings  had  trebled  in  value,  and  had 
a  market  value  of  over  $50,000.00. 

I  wanted  to  go  back  to  Elgin  to  see  the  boys  and  grandson,  Richard, 
so  on  June  17,  1929  ,  Ruth  and  I  started  out  for  Elgin.  At  Tooele,  Utah, 
we  stopped  and  called  on  cousin  Hilma.  We  had  no  serious  car  trouble 
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on  the  way  and  arrived  in  Elgin  on  the  2  6th.  We  found  all  in  good  health, 
my  grandson,  Richard,  was  a  fine  little  fellow.  It  seemed  good  to  be  home 
again  and  be  with  my  boys  .  While  in  Elgin  I  had  some  improvements  made 
for  Ernest,  a  new  sidewalk,  garage  and  driveway,  cost  $315.00. 

Ruth  had  for  sometime  been  bothered  with  bad  tonsils  and  had  suf¬ 
fered  a  great  deal  with  sore  throat  and  swollen  glands  on  her  neck.  I 
thought  now  was  a  good  time  to  attend  to,  this  and  on  July  16th  I  took  her 
to  a  hospital  and  had  her  tonsils  removed.  I  brought  her  home  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  she  recovered  quickly. 

My  intentions  had  been  to  sell  most  of  my  securities,  but  it  was  a 
difficult  decision  to  make.  Values  were  increasing  and  stock  quotations 
were  going  up  almost  every  day,  never  before  had  this  country  experienced 
anything  like  it. 

We  had  a  pleasant  time  while  in  Elgin,  relatives  and  friends  did 
their  best  to  entertain  us,  we  spent  much  of  our  time  with  cousin  Anna  and 
her  family. 

On  July  2  9th  we  left  our  old  home.  It  was  not  so  easy  to  leave  the 
boys,  — would  we  get  together  again,  I  wondered?  Before  leaving  Elgin  we 
drove  out  to  Bluff  City  Cemetery  as  a  gesture  of  respect  to  our  departed. 

We  drove  south  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  I  wanted  Ruth  to  see  the 
capital  of  Illinois  and  the  Lincoln  home  and  tomb.  We  continued  on  to 
Colorado  Springs,  from  where  it  rained  every  day,  roads  were  poor  and 
traveling  was  difficult  and  slow.  There  were  but  few  bridges  in  this  part 
of  the  country  and  on  account  of  heavy  rains  everyday,  creeks  usually  dry, 
were  now  filled  with  water,  and  we  found  many  difficult  fordings .  At  one 
location  we  nearly  met  with  disaster,  we  came  to  a  creek  where  a  car  was 
stuck  in  the  soft  mud  in  the  road  ahead  and  two  men  were  working  franti¬ 
cally  to  free  it.  It  was  raining  hard  and  the  narrow  road  was  soft  and 
slippery,  I  had  come  down  a  hill  and  could  not  turn  around,  but  had  to 
cross  the  creek  ahead.  We  got  across,  but  several  times  the  car  stalled 
in  the  soft  going.  Once  across,  I  stopped  and  prepared  to  stay  until  the 
weather  cleared,  but  the  waters  of  the  creek  began  to  rise  and  I  had  to 
move  to  higher  ground.  The  mountains  were  about  five  miles  away,  very 
likely  there  had  been  a  cloudburst  causing  the  water  in  the  creek  to  rise 
about  ten  feet.  It  became  a  raging  torrent  carrying  with  it  everything  in 
its  way.  The  men  who  were  trying  to  save  the  stalled  car  were  working 
with  it  until  the  water  reached  their  knees ,  then  before  long  the  car  rolled 
over  and  disappeared  down  the  stream. 

The  next  morning  the  water  had  receded  to  the  level  prevalent  when 
we  crossed.  That  day  we  traveled  through  much  mud  and  found  many  wash¬ 
outs  in  the  road.  We  arrived  home  without  any  serious  mishaps  on  August 
10th. 
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At  home  I  busied  myself  with  improving  our  yard.  I  built  a  fish  pond 
in  the  shape  of  the  Great  Lakes,  with  a  waterfall  representing  Niagara.  I 
installed  a  motor  and  pump  to  keep  the  water  circulating  and  made  a  water 
wheel  which  was  driven  by  the  waterfall.  A  miniature  Ferris  wheel ,  merry- 
go-round,  and  mechanical  men  were  driven  by  a  shaft  from  the  waterwheel. 

I  sold  my  192  5  model  Ford  and  bought  a  new  192  9  Ford  four  door 
sedan . 

192  9  -  Prices  on  securities  had  continued  upward  all  summer, 
living  expenses  were  high,  but  this  did  not  hurt  us,  money  was  plentiful. 
Good  times  were  not  destined  to  continue,  in  the  month  of  October  rever¬ 
ses  came;  no  one  suspected  at  this  time  it  would  become  serious. 

1930-33  -  Prices  of  securities  had  for  three  years  been  constantly 
falling,  real  estate  became  almost  valueless.  Business  had  come  to  a 
standstill.  There  is  much  distress  throughout  the  country.  I  did  not  es¬ 
cape,  dividends  have  been  omitted  until  my  Income  has  nearly  disappeared. 

We  had  money  in  a  bank,  also  in  a  Loan  and  Home  Building  Associ¬ 
ation,  both  failed  and  are  now  in  receivership.  For  several  years  1  had  a 
loan  in  an  Elgin  bank,  $6,000.00,  this  loan  I  paid  before  prices  had 
dropped  very  low.  If  I  had  not  done  this,  I  very  likely  would  have  lost 
everything . 

At  this  writing  we  have  had  three  years  of  hard  times ,  it  looks  now 
like  we  have  come  to  the  turning  point  and  that  from  now  on  can  look  for 
a  gradual  recovery.  I  thought  I  would  be  able  to  help  my  children  finan¬ 
cially,  if  needed,  but  now  after  three  years  of  depression  it  looks  like  I 
may  have  to  ask  them  for  help. 

During  the  year  1930,  my  health  greatly  Improved,  I  slept  well  at 
night,  the  spasms  of  asthma  were  light  and  I  was  gaining  in  weight.  For 
a  time  I  thought  that  I  was  going  to  be  a  well  man.  I  worked  hard  with 
improving  our  home.  Slgrld  and  1  did  much  walking,  we  climbed  all  the 
mountain  peaks  around  here,  the  highest.  Mount  Lucans,  5,080  feet  above 
sea  level. 

During  this  year  of  1930,  July  18th,  Slgrld  left  for  Elgin,  Dorothy 
expected  to  become  a  mother,  and  Sigrid  was  much  worried  over  Dorothy's 
condition.  On  July  2  5th  Sigrid  wrote  that  Dorothy  had  given  birth  to  a 
baby  boy,  and  Hiat  the  child  died  at  birth.  Sigrid  returned  August  30th. 

At  Vineland  on  November  8th  we  attended  my  Uncle  J.  G.  Carlson's 
50th  anniversary  of  his  marriage,  only  relatives  were  invited.  It  was  a 
grand  affair,  we  were  seated  at  the  table  at  one  o'clock  and  remained 
there  two  and  one-half  hours.  For  the  evening,  a  reception  at  the  church 
had  been  arranged,  a  program  was  given  and  refreshments  served.  Ruth 
sang,  for  which  she  received  much  praise.  The  church  was  filled  with 
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people  and  Uncle  received  many  presents  plus  $50.00  in  gold.  It  is  not 
often  that  one  will  see  such  a  fine  family  as  Uncle's,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  many  grratifying  grandchildren. 

Although  Uncle  is  a  small  man,  his  sons  are  all  over  six  feet  tall. 
Uncle  is  popular  in  this  community,  since  he  retired  from  farm  work,  he* 
has  been  living  in  Berkeley,  California.  But  his  former  neighbors  had  not 
forgotten  him,  the  reception  at  the  church  testified  to  that.  We  stayed 
with  our  relatives  until  November  12  th. 

Axel  had  written  that  he  had  been  out  of  work  for  some  time  and  that 
he  thought  by  going  into  the  plumbing  and  heating  business  for  himself, 
he  could  at  least  make  a  living.  He  took  the  "Master  Plumbers  Examina¬ 
tion"  and  started  in  business.  He  has  done  very  well  considering  the 
hard  times  we  are  experiencing  because  of  the  business  depression. 

The  latter  part  of  this  year  Sigrid  had  a  Job  as  nurse.  This  helped 
as  our  income  had  almost  vanished. 

During  the  year  we  joined  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  in  Pasadena. 

January  22  ,  1931,  4:30  p.  m.  a  daughter  weighing  7  pounds,  11 
ounces,  was  bom  to  Ernest  and  Evelyn;  the  new  arrival  has  been  named 
Lois  Jeanine,  I  welcome  you,  Lois  Jeanlne,  and  my  best  wishes  go  out 
for  your  welfare . 

January  2  3rd  was  a  big  day  for  Ruth,  she  graduated  from  grammar 
school  and  will  next  start  in  the  high  school,  located  in  the  City  of  San 
Fernando,  11  miles  from  Tujunga. 

On  May  2  4th,  Ruth  was  confirmed  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church 
in  Pasadena.  Confirmation  is  an  event  of  great  importance  among  us 
Swedes.  The  child  is  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  congregation  on 
its  knowledge  of  Christianity,  and  is  asked  to  give  certain  promises.  The 
child  is  now  considered  a  member  of  the  church  and  is  given  its  first  "com¬ 
munion. 

In  Sweden  a  child  when  confirmed  was  regarded  as  having  taken  a 
step  from  child  to  man  or  womanhood  and  was  ready  to  leave  home  and  go 
out  and  provide  for  Itself. 

1931  -  August  19th,  3:22  a.  m.  a  daughter  was  bom  to  Ingvar  and 
Helen  and  received  the  name  of  Doris  Virginia.  Little  Doris,  your  grand¬ 
dad  wishes  you  good  luck  and  hopes  you  will  be  much  comfort  and  joy  to 
us  all. 

Ingvar  has  gone  into  partnership  with  Axel,  so  now  there  is  a  plumb¬ 
ing  and  heating  firm  in  Elgin  that  goes  by  the  name  of  Carlson  Brothers . 

I  wish  Carlson  Brothers  good  luck  and  hope  that  some  day  they  will  be  the 
leading  plumbing  firm  in  the  community. 

162 


I  » 


t,' 

■  V 


'  ■) 


loa  fcl  Jl  .fcfoB  xil  oo.oe^f  Bulq  8Ja«*«-w  \aaa  |)ovl8Q9i  otonU  bne 
-luoj  bn*  iuiot  eoxriJ  ,A‘*ioxiU  'cliensi  9nl\  b  »•«  Uiw  »no 

.nail»llittrtsi9  ynem  bac  ^8ielil©u*b 

,JU*I  ftcl  xli  iBivo  IIb  wta  enoa  alh  Uama  fi  al  elbnll'flBflorfliA 
erl  .Xtow  c«i£i  noil  t>«iUBa  i»»U8  ^yoimitamoo  eltb  nl  »i  elonU 

joiibari  nodHtJan-raiTJoJ  aid  m  .jumolliAC; 
bavayB  »V/  .ifirii  ol  baiilJaai  rtoinito  wli  ifi  nultqsoafx  »ill  ,iBilx  iianocTOi 
^  .mSJ  lodmavoM  lltnu  a®viJ»lBfi  wo  iUtw 

jaiU  bfiB  ©full  ©mot  vA  pJiovtoluo  fiaadbiid  ©d  Std3  nstilw  bad  laxA 
^Uaatnlrf  toi  uaiMltvdi  i^oUaad  fafta,fciUd<ai;Iq  ©dJ  oJlU  ^nioj}  \d  Jd^odl  ©fl 
-»nJm«*3  e»dnwi1  -wiMW  »*  ;(9*«  •H  .P«JvlI  o  •:Uia  it.»I  »  tl^  «i 
•d}  ooiiabi ©ROC-  liav*  ywv  ©nob  »*d  ©H  .r^eonlaudra  bofiala  bna  ooiJ 
.ooitaaiqab  ©eafUawd  odl  to  ©BiificaJ  B«»ntJ  t>w 

baqlad  aldT  .©eioR  E6  dol  b  bwl  UiiylB  iB©y  BlrtJ  lo  letlal  ©dT 

.badftlnBv  JBomla  bad  omoonl  luo  a  a 

.6n©baBa<!  ni  dotudO  oaiofUuJ  dalbav^o  ©dj  b#niot  ©w  ia©\  ©da  pnlwO 

n  .abfluoq  ^  ofUdplaw  T9jd9udb  a  .xn  .q  0C*>  *IC61  ,tS  yiaunat 
tMtiuan  neaU  tad  levlna  w&n  ©di  Ja®ffi3  o^  mod  tow  »«»fluo 

loo  oo  «©d«rw  jaad  bna  ,©nlRaol  tloJ  ,uoy  ©moolaw  1  .•uliiaal  tloJ 

.  ©laUaw  -suayi  toi 

laoiiaaTc  wort  b©)a«baitt  ©dt  *dJufl  tel  yab  j?)d  a  taw  InCJ  Yiwnal 
naS  k>  yJlO  ©dj  fd  belaool  ,  loodot  dpid  ©rtJ  nl  fiait  man  lllw  bna  loodoa 

.ap/wldT  mail  i9ilin  IX  *ob/iarn©3 

doiudO  naiadliU  dtlbtwa  ads  ol  b©nnllnoo  taw  dlufl  ,  dlK  yaM  iiO 

tu  pnoRiB  ©onaiTCKjMil  laaip  io  Jr»v©  na  tt  noliauiillRoO  *^*^*°f2  o 
flo  Roiteptnrnoo  ©ril  \o  t»on»a©»i  ©dj  nl  bonlmox©  ti  Wlto  8»ff  .c©^w8 
atfl  .aatl/Bcnq  nian©o  ovip  oj  bajita  tl  bna  ^yltnalttltip  U> 

-oioa  trill  tJi  na'vlp  tl  bna  itoiuib  ©dj  lo  ladmsm  a  baiablenoo  won  t(  buna 

,  not  nun 

B  ita^ai  pnJvad  «a  b©tnap©i  oaw  baiadlnoo  n©dw  bUdo  a  nabawa  nl  ^ 
op  bxiG  ©mod  ©veeX  ol  Ybaai  tow  boa  boodnamow  lo  nam  ol  budo  xhotI  qaJt 

.Ufltll  lol  ablvcrm  bna  luo 

bna  lavpnl  oj  {tkxI  tow  tairipwob  a  .m  *a  XS:C  .diei 

-bmrrp  luov  ^tiioQ  olriU  .bltttCHV  htioQ  lo  ©man  ©di  b©vi©ooi  n©I©H 
ol  fK'lsnop  doom  od  illw  uo^f  a©qod  bna  doul  booj^  uoy  tadaiw.bab 

•  ll4S  Sli 

V 

-dmulq  a^ti  »t©/ll/Woa  ot  ,l©xA  dirw  qldtionnaq  otnl  ^d  «vy/d 

»ti©rtldju  notWaO  lo  ©man  adl  td  e»oo  ^«dt  nlpl.’!  nl  tnill  pnuaod  bna  pnl 
adi  o»l  Hlw’vadi  xab  ©mot  ladi  ©qod  bat  iool  hoop  ti^dJota  norhaO  dttw  l 

.Xlinommoo  odi  nl  anil  pflidmulq  patba©! 

sex 


In  the  fall,  a  friend  and  I  took  a  trip  In  my  car,  following  the  coast 
to  San  Francisco,  we  stayed  In  that  city  one  week,  I  did  not  like  San 
Francisco,  streets  are  In  poor  condition  and  not  kept  clean,  whole  blocks 
of  houses  are  vacant.  We  crossed  the  Bay  to  Berkeley  and  called  on  Uncle, 
he  Is  in  splendid  health  in  spite  of  his  75  years.  From  Berkeley  we  drove 
by  way  of  San  Joaquin  Valley  and  called  on  the  cousins  at  Vinland. 

On  my  father  s  side,  our  closest  relatives  are  all  dead  except  two 
cousins,  Mrs.  Carolina  Olson,  about  90  years  old,  and  Miss  Thilda 
Anderson,  75  years  of  age;  both  are  living  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  In  Sweden 
I  have  one  cousin  on  my  father's  side,  Frank  Sandgren,  I  have  previously 
mentioned  him.  There  are  a  number  of  second  cousins,  both  in  this  country 
and  Sweden,  but  they  will  never  be  known. 

The  old  homestead,  "Hjortstad,"  near  the  town  of  Gamleby,  where 
both  my  father  and  grandfather  were  born,  has  been  in  the  family  as  long 
as  we  have  any  record.  After  100  years  It  Is  now  in  strange  hands. 

On  my  mother's  side,  I  have  two  uncles,  one  aunt  and  many  cousins 
Uncle  Sven  took  over  the  old  home  "Alandsryd , "  located  near  Vemamo, 
from  his  father.  This  home  has  also  been  in  the  family  for  many  genera- 
Uons,  but  I  have  heard  that  recently  it  has  been  lost  because  of  failure  in 
business  of  one  of  Uncle  Sven's  sons.  My  Aunt  also  resides  in  Sweden 
she  has  several  children.  My  Uncle  John,  who  is  here  in  California  I  ' 
have  previously  mentioned.  ' 

The  year  1933  -  The  hard  times,  or  depression,  as  it  is  now  called 
became  very  severe;  our  income  was  so  small  that  we  could  not  exist  on 
it.  I  sold  some  securities  at  a  great  loss,  also  surrendered  part  of  our 
life  insurance  to  help  tide  us  over  the  hard  times.  We  were  four  in  the 
household,  Ruth  was  attending  high  school  and  it  took  considerable  money 
to  keep  us . 

I  thought  that  I  must  try  to  earn  something.  Without  recompense,  I 
had  repaired  clocks,  filed  saws,  sharpened  knives  and  scissors  for  neigh- 
bors ,  from  now  on  I  would  ask  a  small  fee.  I  also  started  to  repair  watches 
though  I  knewlitUe  about  that  kind  of  work.  I  earned  a  dollar  now  and  then 
and  it  helped  along,  I  bought  secondhand  watches  in  the  pawnshops  which 
I  repaired  and  sold  at  a  small  profit. 

I^st  fall  we  had  the  presidential  election  and  now  have  a  change  in 
the  administration  at  Washington,  for  better  or  worse  remains  to  be  seen. 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  replaces  Herbert  Hoover. 

On  March  6th,  I  wrote  in  my  diary;  "All  banks  in  California  are 
closed,  it  is  said  that  too  much  cash  has  been  withdrawn,  newspapers 
tell  us  that  is  is  likely  that  "scrip"  will  be  issued.  What  are  we  coming 
to?  It  looks  as  though  the  hard  times  are  going  to  stay  with  us." 
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On  March  10th,  I  wrote;  "Went  tn  to  Los  Angeles  to  buy  repairs  for 
fountain  pens,  a  friend  invited  us  to  his  home  for  supper.  We  had  just 
gone  in  and  were  seated  when  an  earthquake  started,  the  house  rocked 
sideways  and  seemed  to  go  up  and  down  at  the  same  time,  pictures  flopped 
on  the  walls  and  the  chandeliers  swung.  We  ran  out,  telephone  poles 
swung  back  and  forth  and  the  wires  whipped  in  the  air.  The  house  seemed 
to  creak  and  crack  in  every  joint;  it  was  soon  over,  I  looked  at  my  watch, 
it  was  5:54  p.  m.  No  serious  damage  was  done  in  our  vicinity,  a  few 
chimneys  fell  down  and  plastered  walls  were  cracked.  We  heard  over  the 
radio  that  much  damage  had  been  done," 

The  following  day  I  wrote:  "Much  damage  was  done  by  the  earth¬ 
quake  in  Long  Beach  and  vicinity,  it  is  reported  that  135  persons  were 
killed  and  1500  injured."  We  felt  tremblers  fora  couple  of  weeks,  they 
got  so  common  that  we  paid  but  little  attention  to  them  as  no  further  dam¬ 
age  was  done. 

My  boys  had  written  they  wanted  us  to  come  to  Elgin  for  a  visit.  I 
had  received  some  money  from  a  life  Insurance  company,  and  decided  to 
go.  We  started  on  July  3rd,  Slgrld,  I,  mother-in-law  and  Ruth.  All  went 
well  and  we  arrived  in  Elgin  at  midnight,  July  8th;  we  found  all  well  and 
happy.  Although  it  was  late  at  night  and  I  was  very  tired  from  the  drive, 
Ingvar  and  Axel  insisted  on  showing  me  their  plumbing  trucks,  tools  and 
stock  of  supplies  before  we  went  to  bed.  The  boys  had  done  well,  con¬ 
sidering  the  hard  times;  besides  making  a  living  they  had  a  fair  equipment 
of  tools  and  materials.  Their  big  truck  is  the  best  equipped  in  town  for 
plumbing  and  is  a  complete  shop  on  wheels. 

It  seemed  good  to  be  home  again  and  to  be  with  my  children  and 
grandchildren,  I  enjoyed  our  visit  very  much. 

The  World's  Fair,  "Century  of  Progress,"  was  going  on  in  Chicago, 
we  spent  several  days  there.  I  may  also  mention  here  that  I  saw  the 
Chicago  World's  Fair  in  1893;  40  years  have  elapsed  since  then;  my  father 
and  mother  were  with  me  at  that  time. 

We  had  set  September  1st  as  our  date  for  departure  to  California, 
but  fate  had  decreed  differently.  On  the  afternoon  of  August  31st,  mother- 
in-law  fell  and  broke  her  hipbone  on  the  left  side.  I  could  not  stay  in 
Elgin  any  longer,  hay  fever  time  was  on  and  it  bothered  me  a  lot,  it  was 
also  time  for  Ruth  to  get  back  to  school.  Slgrid  remained  behind. 

On  September  3  ,  1933,  Ruth  and  I  started  for  Tujunga,  California; 
Sigrld  and  her  mother  were  to  stay  with  Dorothy,  Sigrid's  daughter.  We 
arrived  home  without  any  serious  mishaps  on  September  8th,  we  had  driven 
2  ,224  miles.  I  now  had  a  difficult  time,  not  feeling  well  and  being  lone¬ 
some.  Ruth  left  by  bus  for  high  school  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  did  not  return  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 
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There  had  been  a  fire  raging  in  the  mountains  for  several  days,  and 
on  November  2  3,  a  strong  wind  drove  the  embers  our  way.  We  had  an  ex¬ 
citing  night,  2:30  in  the  morning  it  looked  like  we  would  have  to  pack  and 
get  out.  Our  neighbors  were  already  packing  and  moving  out.  We  started 
packing  our  most  valuable  things  in  the  car,  like  the  lathe  and  tools,  and 
were  ready  to  leave;  but  at  five  o'clock  the  wind  turned  and  the  fire  did 
not  come  down  to  us.  It  was  an  amazing  sight  to  see  the  mountains  on 
fire  at  night,  the  ashes  and  soot  was  falling  so  thick  it  was  difficult  to 
breathe . 

Ruth  had  for  some  time  kept  company  with  a  young  man  by  the  name 
of  Orland  Gottardi,  apparently  he  is  a  fine  young  man,  and  I  had  no  ob¬ 
jections  to  him  calling.  New  Year's  Eve  we  had  another  adventure,  it 
had  rained  for  several  days  and  now  we  were  faced  with  a  flood.  Ruth  and 
I  had  a  difficult  time  up  to  midnight,  the  water  came  into  our  kitchen  sev¬ 
eral  times,  and  we  had  to  mop  and  bail  as  fast  as  we  could  to  prevent  the 
water  from  running  all  over  the  floors.  I  had  built  a  levee  of  sand  bags  at 
the  entrance  to  the  house  in  anticipation  of  heavy  rains.  Out  street  be¬ 
came  a  raging  river,  my  levee  held  but  the  water  was  so  high  that  it  went 
over  both  the  levee  and  the  rock  wall  along  side  the  house.  If  the  levee 
had  not  held,  it  is  very  likely  that  our  home  would  have  been  wrecked. 

On  January  1,  1934,  our  town  of  Tujunga  was  a  pitiful  sight,  big 
washouts,  rocks,  sand  and  debris  everywhere,  part  of  houses  and  furni¬ 
ture  could  be  seen  only  two  city  blocks  from  us.  There  were  no  casualties 
in  our  town,  but  in  neighboring  towns  many  lives  were  lost  and  much  pro¬ 
perty  destroyed. 

I  wrote  Sigrid  to  come  to  California  and  bring  her  mother  with,  but 
it  was  decided  that  Grandma  was  not  able  to  travel,  so  grandma  was  put 
in  a  Swedish  home  for  the  aged.  Sigrid  arrived  here  May  13th;  she  was 
sick  on  arrival  and  I  called  a  doctor  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  however, 
she  soon  recovered. 

We  were  Informed  that  grandma  was  not  well,  complications  had 
set  in.  On  July  13th,  we  received  a  telegram  stating  that  her  condition 
was  serious  and  so  Sigrid  left  for  Elgin  the  same  day.  On  Wednesday, 
July  18th,  3:2  0  p.m.,  grandma,  Christiana  Moren,  passed  away  and  on 
to  her  heavenly  reward  in  which  she  so  firmly  believed.  She  was  con¬ 
scious  until  the  last,  but  could  not  speak,  death  came  quietly.  Her  acci¬ 
dent  happened  nearly  a  year  before,  undoubtedly  this  hastened  the  end. 
She  was  88  years,  4  months,  16  days  of  age,  may  she  rest  in  peace. 

Sigrid  returned  August  13th.  Grandma's  sickness  and  Sigrld's 
traveling  expense  had  been  a  heavy  drain  on  our  little  nestegg.  The  two 
years  1933  and  1934  were  hard  years  in  every  respect,  encompassing  ill 
health  with  much  suffering.  Expenses  had  been  unusual  and  the  hard 
times  had  not  improved.  Most  of  our  money  had  been  lost  in  a  bottomless 
pit  of  shrinking  values. 
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January  29,  1935,  was  a  big  day  for  Ruth,  she  graduated  from  the 
San  Fernando  High  School,  An  interesting  program  was  given  which  we 
enjoyed  very  much,  Ruth's  part  was  to  give  an  address  which  she  deliv¬ 
ered  in  a  good  manner. 

The  condition  of  the  nation  seemed  to  improve  during  1935,  in  Elgin, 
the  Watch  factory  was  going  ahead.  Ernest  had  gone  back  to  work  there 
in  June,  1933,  and  the  company  was  again  paying  dividends.  After  several 

weeks  of  rest  at  home,  Ruth  went  to  work  as  housemaid  at  2  0  dollars  per 
month . 

Early  in  the  year  I  heard  of  a  medicine  to  Inhale  and  that  it  was  a 
sure  relief  for  asthmatic  attacks;  I  bought  the  medicine  and  it  did  all  that 
was  promised,  it  has  been  a  great  help  to  me. 

April  11th  was  Ruth's  birthday  and  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  was  now  of  legal  age  and  entitled  to  receive  the  $3,000.00  that 
my  mother  willed  to  her  and  for  which  I  was  her  guardian.  I  gave  her  se¬ 
curities  for  the  amount. 

April  12th  I  received  a  letter  from  my  grandson,  Richard  Allan,  age 
7,  which  I  think  should  be  recorded,  here  it  is: 

"Dear  grandpa,  I  wish  that  you  could  come  out  but  I  hear  you  are  not 
eeling  well,  I  wish  you  were  feeling  well  so  we  could  go  on  a  picnic  and 
have  a  good  time  and  take  pictures.  I  am  feeling  just  fine  and  how  are  the 
rest  of  the  folks  ?  Gee,  I  wish  you  were  here.  I  wish  you  did  not  have 
that  old  sickness  as  that  sickness  does  not  belong  to  you,  just  don't  think 
about  it.  Just  think  about  God  and  I  know  that  the  sickness  will  soon  go 
away.  I  know  that  it  will  go  away  quick  because  God  is  good,  God  is 
love,  God  is  life,  pray  to  God.  I  will  pray  to  God  too  for  you,  I  will  do 
my  best,  just  think  about  good  things,  good-by 

Dick  Carlson" 

Ernest  has  left  Elgin  and  moved  to  Flint,  Michigan,  where  he  is 
employed  by  General  Motors  Corp. 

As  mentioned  before,  Ruth  had  for  several  years  kept  company  with 
a  young  man,  Orland  Gottardl.  He  has  been  a  steady  caller  and  I  was 
told  that  they  intended  to  become  engaged  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Sigrld 
did  her  best  to  arrange  for  the  occasion.  November  28th  was  Thanksgiving 
Day,  many  friends  were  invited,  Orland's  mother  and  sister  could  not  come 
because  they  had  visitors.  We  were  seated  at  the  table  about  one  o'clock, 
bigrid  had  arranged  everything  very  nicely,  Orland  carved  the  turkey.  Each 
one  had  a  cup  filled  with  candy  in  which  was  concealed  a  little  piece  of 
paper,  on  it  was  written  the  announcement  of  Ruth  and  Orland's  engage¬ 
ment.  I  found  it  first,  now  the  news  was  out  and  Orland  produced  a  dia¬ 
mond  ring  which  was  passed  around  tor  Inspection.  Orland  placed  the  ring 
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on  Ruth's  finger  and  they  kissed  and  we  all  congratulated  them.  The  mar¬ 
riage  Is  expected  to  take  place  next  Easter,  I  will  always  remember  the 
day  with  pleasure  and  I  feel  certain  that  Orland  will  make  a  good  husband. 
My  most  sincere  wishes  go  out  for  their  welfare. 

We  have  had  several  lean  years,  but  In  the  closing  of  1935,  I  can 
see  considerable  Improvement  both  In  health  and  finance,  my  holdings  In 
securities  have  Increased  In  value  and  I  am  getting  dividends  again. 

I  did  not  like  Ernest's  move  to  Flint,  It  has  been  my  aim  to  try  and 
keep  my  boys  together  so  they  should  help  one  another,  "all  for  one  and 
one  for  all.  "  "Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  It  Is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  In  unity  1"  — Psalms  133;  1 

Since  coming  to  California  we  have  on  New  Year's  Day  gone  to 
Pasadena  to  view  the  Tournament  of  Roses  Parade,  we  also  went  this  New 
Year's  Day  of  1936.  The  parade  was  elaborate  as  usual,  many  of  the  floats 
were  masterpieces  of  art.  It  was  estimated  more  than  one  million  people 
viewed  the  parade. 

On  February  16th,  Sigrld  left  for  Elgin.  Dorothy  has  written  asking 
her  to  come  and  assist  her  as  she  was  to  become  a  mother  again.  On 
March  1st,  a  baby  boy  was  bom  to  Dorothy  at  10:2  0  a.  m. ,  he  weighed 
7  pounds  6  ounces.  He  was  to  be  named  Dale. 

Ruth  left  her  domestic  job  and  was  now  preparing  for  her  coming 
marriage.  They  intend  to  marry  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  will  live  with  me 
while  Sigrld  is  absent;  this  I  appreciate  as  otherwise  I  would  be  alone. 

On  May  12th,  Easter  Sunday,  Ruth  and  Orland  were  married  at  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  In  Pasadena.  Orland,  his  mother  and  sister, 
met  us  at  the  church.  A  few  minutes  past  two  o'clock  the  wedding  march 
sounded  from  the  church  organ,  "Here  Comes  the  Bride."  Ruth  and  I 
walked  arm  in  arm  down  the  aisle  to  the  altar,  Orland  came  from  the  side 
door  up  to  the  right  side  of  Ruth,  I  changed  over  to  the  right  side  of  Orland 
and  Orland's  mother  stood  to  the  left  of  Ruth.  The  ceremony  was  soon 
over,  bride  and  groom  kissed,  and  Miss  Ruth  Ingeborg  Carlson  had  become 
Mrs.  Orland  Gottardi. 

The  ceremony  functioned  perfectly,  although  there  had  been  no  re¬ 
hearsal;  besides  the  invited  guests,  there  were  a  number  of  people  who 
were  acquaintances.  Many  said  they  had  never  seen  a  sweeter  bride, 
and  I  must  add  that  I  have  never  seen  a  ceremony  more  beautiful.  Orland 
had  arranged  for  a  photographer  to  take  pictures  of  the  ceremony;  it  being 
Easter  time  the  Church  was  beautifully  decorated.  We  arrived  home  at 
3:30,  at  four  o'clock  a  telegram  arrived  from  Elgin,  Illinois,  which  read: 
"Congratulations.  Carlson  brothers  are  thinking  of  you.  Best  wishes." 
Shortly  after,  the  newlyweds  left  on  their  honeymoon.  Our  guests  stayed 
with  me  until  late,  and  we  all  had  a  pleasant  evening. 
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m  apoibiod  ym  ^aonanii  bno  tUltad  al  died  inaftidvcrKimJ  eldciablenoo  saa 
.alispa  ebnoblvjb  pntilop  mb  I  bna  aulov  nl  botaaionl  overi  lalliiiioaa  - 


MB  v»l  oJ  uia  yni  naad  ead  ji  »lnin  oJ  ovom  a')3om3  e;<ll  ton  bib  I 
ppr  bna  »ao  loi  Uo"  » ladiooB  ano  qiad  Muorfe  ysrtt  oa  ladtopot  «yod  ym 

_  at  aovli  jvi  id  a!  U  anaaaalq  wort  bna  boop  wort  ^blortoa*  *  .U«  to!  ano 

I  jeCl  anttl6a<!—  "lytlmj  «1  lorfJapoJ  Uawb 


ot  t>nop  yoQ  e*iBeV  waM  no  avort  aw  alinolliaO  OJ  pnlnioo  aanlB 
waK  alrtJ  JAsw  oela  afw  ^abmfiS  eaaoH  to  irtamemuoT  artt  watv  oi  anaboae^l 
•37foXi  ftitt  to  ,l0tffco  ea  ejawdela  taw  abaiaq  aifT  ,5CCI  to  yoQ  t*iaaY 
tttqonq  tictllim  ano  narfi  ‘nwm  boJsiolJta  aaw  :!  ,na  to  Bdoalqnataam  aiaw 

.abmeq  arit  bawaiv 


pnldaa  OdUlTW  aart  ,Wpn  iJal  blTpl2  »ibdl  yiBuidal  nO 

nO  .rtlapa  uKlJoni  a  oaiooad  ot  acw  arta  ta  i»rf  talaaa  btia  amoo  oJ  lari 
borfplaw  art  » .m  .e  OS;OI  in  ydJOToQ  ot  mod  aaw  yod  ydad  e  »JaI  doiaM 

.alaC  dd  ol  aaw  aH  .taonuo  3  abnuoq  \ 

n 

ptitmoo  lail  lol  pnlisqaTCi  won  aaw  bna  dot  oltaaraob  TOd  tial  rttuH 
•01  rt«w  avtl  lilw  bna  .yabnaa  ‘satfioS  no  ynam  ot  bnalnt  yaitr  .apalnonn 
.anulR  ®fi  bbiow  1  aeiwiodto  aa  a^filooiqqa  I  elrtt  ;Jnaada  al  biiplB  aildw 

Btii  is  baittBm  •sjB'ft  fjfiBlTQ  bOA  ,yabni#a  ia)ea3  ^ 

violate  bna  wHae*  ebd  ,h«arfTO  .h  iftbeairt  nl'  rtmori?!)  datbowC 

daiBta  prtlbbow  art!  ioolato  ow2  lacq  tawnim  w»y  A  ,rfoTi/rib  adl  tB  aii  tam 
I  bna  rtjyH  “.ablitf  adl  a»moO  siaH*  .nopio  rtotudo  »rtJ  moil  bobituoa 
ebU  ailJ  moi^  omao  bnaliO  »7«3lfi  ariJ  ol  •111 a  »rtt  nwob  ana  ni  nne  badletw 
bnaliiO  to  able  trtpn  «*«<t  oJ  m»vo  bapitarts  I  «dJuH  to  obi  a  Idpli  odj  ol  qu  loob 
not»i  uaw  yocnmao  oifT  .ilJuJi  to  ttol  oiii  ol  booia  toftloro  o'bitAliO  bna 
omooad  bad  nocliaO  pu>dapal  iUuK  oilM  bna  tbosnld  ftiooTp  brta  abtid  ,iavo 

,lbi6iioO  bnallO  .mM 

-m  (Ml  .I9*a<i  bad  «»*fl  ipunriKa  ^yUoaUeq  fconaltonol  ynortbytao  ortl 
udw  atoo*c|  to  lodmua  a  oi»w  artata  ^r.maap  baltynl  odt  leblRod  ;l6aTB«d 
.•btid  B  f»«8  lovaft  had  yarti  biaa  ynaM  *  .aaonWrtliwpoa  aie»w 

baciv'l  .IbUiiiiatl  mom  ynomdta*!  a  booa  iov»n  ovad  1  fortt  bbb  ltuin  f  tea 
pniad  11  tynoaioi^o  »itJ  to  Btooioid  adai  ot  lydqaTpolortq  a  tol  bopnoma  bad 
la  amod  bovlTia  aW  .boJ ateo>b  yll4ill>tfa*d  tm  itoxortO  oitl  omit 
:bam  xtoldw  .lioAlUI  ,Atpl3  mr^  bovima  minpalot  a  sioolo'o  taol  la  ,0£;€ 
".aortilw  laaa  iuoy  lo  ptiidal^i  av  axidJcrai  noelniO  .f ftoUoluialvnoO 
bqxaiB  iijaatip  iwO  , q®oaiy<»nofb  il?*dl  no  i<al  ebowylwon  odt  ,t9lla  yxiTOita 

.pAlzMvo  tnaaaviq  a  bad  Ua  aw  bna^i^ial  Uliu/jiiB  dJiw 

U.  T.  itoi 


My  best  wishes  go  out  for  Ruth  and  Orland,  Orland  seems  to  be 
steadfast,  honest  and  considerate,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  get  along 
together  and  be  happy. 

Proverbs  19;  14  —  "House  and  riches  are  the  inheritance  of  fathers; 
and  a  prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord." 

And  so  another  chapter  in  my  life  is  finished,  another  generation 
will  come  and  I  will  soon  be  gone,  as  my  parents  have  gone  before  me, 
it  is  the  way  of  this  life.  Will  we  all  see  each  other  in  the  next  world  ? 

"As  he  came  forth  of  his  mother's  womb,  naked  shall  he  return  to  go  as 
he  came,  and  shall  take  nothing  of  his  labour,  which  he  may  carry  away 
in  his  hand."  — Ecclesiastes  5;  15 

Ruth's  mother  passed  away  19  years  ago.  I  wonder  if  the  spirits 
of  the  dead  follow  what  is  going  on,  on  this  earth,  and  if  Ruth's  mother's 
spirit  was  present  at  the  wedding  and  witnessed  the  marriage  vows. 

May  2  4th,  Slgrid  came  back  from  Elgin.  June  12th,  Slgrld  and  I 
left  for  Elgin  in  our  automobile.  Without  any  serious  trouble,  we  arrived 
in  Elgin  June  19th  at  noon.  The  boys  were  home  for  lunch  and  all  looked 
well  and  were  glad  to  see  us.  I  had  a  slight  headache,  and  in  the  late 
afternoon  1  took  a  drink  of  Alka  Seltzer,  this  I  should  not  have  done  as  it 
nearly  ended  my  life.  I  first  started  to  vomit  and  cough  and  next  my 
breathing  was  shut  off.  As  long  as  I  was  able,  I  tried  to  breathe  in  the 
medicine  I  have  for  asthma,  and  also  took  hypodermic  injections  of  ad¬ 
renalin,  but  they  did  not  help.  I  soon  lost  consciousness  and  remained 
in  that  condition  for  two  hours.  When  I  regained  consciousness  I  noticed 
a  doctor  had  been  called  in,  he  had  administered  stimulants.  I  was  not 
expected  to  live,  and  Axel  had  called  Ernest  on  the  telephone;  he  arrived 
from  Flint  with  his  family  early  the  next  morning.  The  doctor  said  he  had 
not  seen  anybody  so  near  death  and  able  to  recover.  My  "time"  must  not 
yet  be  up,  I  was  able  to  sit  up  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening.  I  felt 
weak  for  several  days,  but  was  able  to  be  up  and  around;  my  lungs  rattled 
and  my  chest  felt  sore  and  tender.  We  arrived  in  Elgin  on  Friday,  and 
Ernest  and  family  went  back  home  to  Flint,  Michigan,  the  following  Sunday . 

I  greatly  enjoyed  every  minute  during  our  visit  at  Elgin.  I  followed 
the  boys  to  their  jobs  and  watched  them  work,  they  work  very  hard  and 
employ  two  men.  The  old  house  at  470  is  in  fine  condition,  the  boys  have 
done  a  lot  of  improving  both  in  and  outside. 

At  this  time  they  were  building  a  four  car  garage  of  red  brick  to  match 
the  house.  While  we  were  in  Elgin  the  weather  was  the  hottest  I  have  ever 
experienced,  and  1  suffered  a  lot  from  the  heat. 

July  29th,  we  drove  to  Flint  to  visit  Ernest  and  family,  a  distance 
of  318  miles.  We  found  them  all  well  and  happy.  While  in  Flint  we  went 
to  a  lake  to  fish  for  a  few  days;  I  went  out  early  in  the  mornings  to  fish 
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RililQB  ©ill  U  labttow  I  .ops  nsay  81  yswa  baeaaq  ladiom  a‘rtluJl 
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1  hna  htiQi'c  ^rtlSI  amil  .nipXa  moii  rtood  amao  blipiS  *rflbS  yaM 
bavin*  ow  ^aiduoTJ  wioliae  yna  JworttlW  .aUdomoJu*  tuo  nl  nlpia  lol  ilml 
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-bs  to  cnolioatnl  almoaboqyri  rtoc)  oala  boa  « SjOiXiaa  lol  avert  I  anlotbam 
tK^Ajamai  fans  xaanauotoanoo  Ifcoi  nooa  1  iqlari  ion  bib  yartJ  iud  ^nllanai 
beotJoQ  I  taanaucrtoanoo  banlspm  I  nertW  .aruort  owl  lol  noUtbnoo  larti  nl 
)ufl  aew  I  .f.inolomlia  boiaialnlniba  bail  art  »nl  baliso  naod  bsri  loloob  e 
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baliiSiapnui  ym  ibnuota  bos  qu  ad  of  skis  a«w  lifd»^tyab  Isiavsa  lol  rtsew 
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avert  ayod  arti  .solJibiioo  anil  lU  at  0V>  ts  aanort  bio  ailt  »nara  owl  yotoma 
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rteU  ol  kpfllniotij  aril  nl  yhsa  iwo  Waw  I'^teysb  wal  s  *oi  rtslt  of  artel  s  oi 
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•  foggy.  I  caught  a  cold,  and  had  to  stay 

in  bed  eight  days;  for  several  days  1  was  very  ill,  the  doctor  said  I  had 
bronchial  pneumonia  .  I  soon  recovered  and  on  August  15th,  we  and  Ernest's 
family  drove  to  Ludlngton,  a  distance  of  185  miles,  to  visit  friends  and 
see  our  old  home.  We  returned  to  Flint  the  next  day. 

family  seem  to  be  in  the  best  of  health;  their  children, 
Richard  and  Lois,  are  a  pair  of  promising  youngsters. 

August  18th,  we  returned  to  Elgin.  Ingvar  wanted  to  see  California 
so  it  was  decided  he  and  his  family  should  go  with  us.  We  left  Elgin 
August  2  6th;  it  was  pleasant  to  have  Ingvar  along  as  he  did  most  of  the 
driving.  We  rested  for  a  day  at  Salt  Lake  City,  we  looked  the  city  over 
and  had  a  swim  in  Salt  Lake.  In  the  evening  we  drove  to  Tooele  and  called 
on  my  cousin,  Flllma;  we  did  not  stay  there  long. 

The  next  day  we  crossed  the  Great  Salt  Desert.  It  is  a  wonderful 
sight,  the  ground  is  covered  with  salt  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  Septem¬ 
ber  1st,  we  arrived  in  Berkeley,  California,  where  we  called  on  my  Uncle 
John.  Next  day  we  went  to  San  Francisco,  I  wanted  Ingvar  to  see  as  much 
as  possible  of  California.  Uncle  wanted  us  to  stay  a  few  days  more,  but 

we  had  to  hurry  along  as  Ingvar  had  only  a  month  to  be  away  from  his  busi¬ 
ness. 


At  Vineland  we  stopped  for  two  days  to  call  on  our  cousins.  While 
mere  we  drove  to  General  Grant's  Park  to  see  the  big  trees.  The  General 
C^nt  tree  is  the  second  largest  tree  in  the  world.  Cousin  Alvin  and  fam¬ 
ily  were  with  us . 

We  arrived  home  in  Tujunga  September  5th.  Ruth  and  Orland  had 
lived  in  our  house  while  we  were  gone,  we  found  them  well  and  happy 
Ingvar,  Helen  and  Doris  stayed  with  us  until  September  2  1st.  I  enjoyed 
very  much  having  them  here  and  wished  they  could  have  stayed  longer. 

Ruth  and  Orland  lived  with  us  until  December  17th.  They  had  then 
bought  a  small  house  in  Los  Angeles  for  2,800.00  dollars,  it  is  located 
at  2  944  West  3  5th  Avenue. 

Sigrld  and  I  are  now  alone,  the  last  of  my  children  have  married  and 
^  home  of  their  own.  It  seems  rather  empty  now  after  having  had 
children  in  the  home  for  thirty-five  years.  So  ended  the  year  1936. 

wife,  Nadine,  came  for  a  visit;  they  arrived  January 
2 , 193  7.  I  expected  to  have  a  pleasant  time  while  they  were  here,  but 
after  two  days  I  was  taken  sick  and  had  to  stay  in  bed.  At  first  we 
thought  it  was  an  ordinary  cold,  but  an  infection  developed  in  my  throat 
It  was  called  streptococci.  I  had  been  seriously  ill;  on  February  2nd, 
the  doctor  said  I  was  out  of  danger.  On  the  3rd,  Axel  and  Nadine  left', 

169 


4 


MftiapJ  bflri  ban  .bioo  b  trfouco  I  bns  «(«Bb  Jo^  ilfi  •‘‘3 
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a*ito3m3  b4T6  ®w  » rOei  JiupcA  no  bn*  baiavoobi  noo«  I  ,  idn^wiq  l^rtonoici 
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linenaD  a/TT  ,a»a«  pld  *rti  aaa  ol  ••IneiD  IinanaO 

bn#  nlVtA  nltuoj  .bitow  aril  nl  aatl  iteptal  bnooaa  orii 
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nartJ  beri  yarff  ^ 
bal#*:>oi  ^  it  » 
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they  had  been  a  great  help  and  comfort  to  me  while  1  was  sick.  I  was  not 
able  to  get  up  until  the  11th,  I  was  very  weak,  and  it  took  several  weeks 
before  I  got  teck  to  normal. 

On  February  19,  1937,  2:30  a.m.  in  Elgin,  Illinois ,  a  daughter  was 
bom  to  Helen  and  Ingvar.  The  new  arrival  has  been  named  Alice  Beverly. 

March  1 ,  1937 ,  7:40  a .  m .  ,  a  son  weighing  8  1/2  pounds  was  bom 
to  Ruth  and  Orland,  and  has  been  named  Anton  Edward.  I  hope  that  these 
new  members  of  our  family  will  grow  up  to  enjoy  good  health,  which  is 
the  most  important  thing  in  life;  and  that  they  will  become  upright  and 
honest  citizens,  and  be  a  joy  and  comfort  to  ail  concerned.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  country  is  a  melting  pot  for  all  nations,  and  it  is  truly  so. 
Two  of  my  daughters-ln-law  are  of  German  descent,  one  Polish  and  my 
son-in-law  of  Italian. 

March  28,  1937,  which  was  Easter  Sunday,  Anton  Edward  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  in  Pasadena,  California.  I  had  the 
honor  of  carrying  my  grandson  to  the  Floly  Baptism.  See  Proberbs  10:  1, 
15:20,  23:24-25. 

Ernest  writes  from  Flint  that  he  is  buying  a  home,  price  is  4,500.00 
dollars  . 

In  the  spring  of  1937,  a  Lutheran  church,  Augustana  Synod  congre¬ 
gation,  was  organized  in  Tujunga  of  which  we  are  charter  members.  It 
is  called  Mount  Olive  Lutheran  Church. 

June  2  0th,  in  the  evening  we  left  Tujunga  for  Elgin  by  train  and 
arrived  in  Elgin  on  the  morning  of  the  2  3rd.  Ingvar  and  Axel  met  us  at 
the  station.  On  the  3rd  of  July,  Ingvar,  Axel  and  I  drove  to  Flint  to  visit 
Ernest  and  family  and  see  the  home  that  he  bought.  We  found  them  all 
well  and  happy.  We  took  Ernest  with  us  and  drove  to  Ludlngton  to  see 
our  old  home  and  call  on  old  friends . 

In  the  pasture  of  our  old  farm  used  to  be  an  old  pine  stump  that 
twenty-two  years  before  we  had  climbed  up  on  and  had  our  pictures  taken. 
We  thought  we  would  take  our  picture  again  on  this  same  stump  and  see 
how  we  had  changed,  but  we  found  it  had  rotted  down  to  the  ground,  only 
some  pieces  marked  the  spot.  Axel  remarked,  "the  old  pine  stump  is  gone, 
but  we  are  still  here."  We  drove  home  during  the  night  and  arrived  in 
Elgin  the  morning  of  the  6th.  It  was  a  hard  night  for  Ingvar  and  Axel,  they 
drove  500  miles,  as  we  brought  Ernest  to  Flint  first. 

July  2  9th,  I  again  went  to  Flint,  this  time  I  had  Slgrld  along,  I  drove 
Axel's  car.  Ernest  has  a  combination  radio  and  phonograph  which  will 
also  record,  we  made  several  phonograph  records.  It  gives  one  quite  a 
thrill  to  hear  oneself  speak  and  I  was  surprised  at  the  sound  of  my  voice, 
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and  the  Swedish  brogue  in  my  English.  We  stayed  with  Ernest  until 
'  August  12th,  then  returned  to  Elgin.  It  had  been  a  pleasant  visit  with 
Ernest  and  his  family;  Dick  and  Lois  are  promising  youngsters. 

September  2nd,  we  took  another  trip  in  Axel's  old  car,  this  time  to 
northern  Wisconsin,  to  visit  my  brother-in-law,  August  Swanson.  On  the 
way  back  we  crossed  the  Straits  of  Mackinac  into  Michigan,  and  drove 
by  way  of  Flint,  and  again  called  on  Ernest.  Weather  was  damp  and  cold, 
Ernest  had  a  fire  in  the  furnace.  We  returned  to  Elgin  on  September  14th.' 
We  were  now  considering  returning  home  to  California,  but  we  decided  to* 
remodel  my  house  at  464  Ryerson  Avenue,  into  two  apartments,  and  in  that 
way  get  a  little  more  income  from  it.  It  had  hardly  paid  expenses  for  the 
last  ten  years ,  so  we  stayed  and  did  what  work  we  could  during  the  re¬ 
modeling  . 

November  18th,  we  packed  and  in  the  evening  we  boarded  the  train 
back  to  California.  The  weather  was  cold  and  there  was  two  inches  of 
snow  on  the  ground.  The  remodeling  was  finished  and  the  apartments 
rented.  The  remodeling  cost  $884,40. 

We  arrived  in  Pasadena  the  morning  of  the  21st.  Ruth,  Orland  and 
baby  Anton  met  us  at  the  station  and  took  us  home  to  Tujunga.  Here  the 
weather  was  nice  and  warm,  we  had  left  snow  and  cold  behind.  There  is 
no  more  to  say  about  the  year  1937. 

I  went  back  to  watch  repairing,  not  so  much  for  financial  gain,  but 
as  a  pastime.  The  first  week  of  March  it  rained  for  several  days  and  on 
March  2nd,  I  wrote  in  my  diary;  "Rained  hard  all  night  and  today  we  are 
experiencing  the  worst  flood  that  I  have  seen  here.  We  have  succeeded 
so  far  in  keeping  the  water  out  of  our  yard  by  building  a  levee  of  sand 
tegs.  We  have  been  wet  to  the  skin  several  times  and  have  kept  a  hot 
fire  going  in  the  stove  to  dry  our  clothes.  We  are  both  very  tired.  It 
looks  like  the  worst  is  over  as  the  rain  is  light  now  at  bedtime.  We 
could  not  defend  ourselves  anymore  from  the  water  if  it  should  rain  heavy 
again,  as  our  street  is  filled  in  with  sand  to  the  top  of  the  curb  and  the 
pavement  is  all  broken  up.  The  electric  power  went  off  in  the  afternoon, 
but  came  on  in  the  evening.  We  heard  over  the  radio  that  much  damage 
had  been  done,  houses  and  bridges  washed  out  and  many  lives  lost,  all 
communications  with  the  East  were  broken,  except  by  radio."  Later  I 
wrote:  "Water  has  stopped  flowing  in  our  street,  but  is  a  pitiful  sight 
More  damage  was  done  than  thought  at  first.  Airplanes  are  dropping  food 
to  people  who  were  stranded  in  the  canyons  and  mountains.  About  200 
lives  were  lost,  and  almost  every  house  in  Tujunga  Canyon  was  destroyed." 

In  the  month  of  May  we  rented  out  our  house  in  Tujunga  for  $10  per 
month  for  the  summer  to  a  party  that  promised  to  take  good  care  of  it.  We 
packed  and  had  the  old  car  in  good  order,  and  on  the  2  6th  of  May  we 
again  started  for  Elgin,  where  we  arrived  June  1st. 
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The  hard  times  started  In  192  9  and  conditions  have  not  Improved 
to  any  great  extent,  work  is  slack  in  Elgin.  Ingvar  and  Axel  have  bought 
an  old  three  story  house  that  they  are  remodeling  into  six  apartments. 

When  I  get  to  Elgin  I  always  find  there  is  plenty  of  work  waiting  for  me, 
threading  waterplpes,  filing  saws,  sharpening  dies,  etc.  ,  so  if  I  feel 
able  to  work,  I  can  keep  busy. 

August  5th,  Slgrld  and  I  drove  to  Flint  where  we  had  a  pleasant 
visit  with  Ernest  and  family.  Dick  and  Lois  have  grown  a  lot  since  our 
last  visit.  We  returned  to  Elgin  August  15th. 

August  24th,  we  made  another  Journey  to  Michigan,  this  time  to 
Mackinaw  City  to  escape  the  hayfever.  We  had  Dorothy,  my  stepdaugh¬ 
ter,  with  us;  she  is  also  a  victim  of  hayfever  and  asthma.  She  got  sick 
on  the  way  and  grew  worse  after  we  reached  Mackinaw.  One  night  it 
looked  like  she  would  not  survive;  we  called  in  a  doctor  and  he  stayed 
with  us  for  quite  awhile.  We  did  not  stay  as  long  as  intended,  the 
weather  was  cold  and  uncomfortable,  so  on  September  10th,  we  were 
back  in  Elgin. 

We  stayed  in  Elgin  Until  November  9th,  it  was  now  late  in  the  year 
and  we  had  to  go  back  to  California  the  southern  route  to  avoid  the  moun¬ 
tains.  It  snowed  when  we  left  Elgin.  I  would  have  liked  to  have  stayed 
in  Elgin  to  be  together  with  my  boys  and  grandchildren,  but  perhaps  it  is 
best  to  Just  come  and  go.  It  may  get  tiresome  to  have  the  old  man  around 
all  the  time.  It  would  be  different  if  I  was  in  fair  health  so  that  I  could 
be  of  some  use. 

It  seemed  that  I  caught  a  cold  the  first  day  that  we  were  on  the  way 
and  I  felt  sick  most  of  the  way,  at  times  I  had  to  let  Sigrld  take  the  wheel. 
We  arrived  in  Tujunga  on  the  16th,  we  had  driven  2,520  miles,  this  south¬ 
ern  way  is  300  miles  further  than  ^e  way  we  usually  drive  via  Salt  Lake 
City. 


We  were  disappointed  when  we  saw  our  home,  most  of  the  shrubbery 
was  dead,  our  tenant  had  neglected  to  water.  While  we  were  gone  Orland 
had  failed  in  the  restaurant  business  and  had  not  been  able  to  find  work. 
Orland  then  went  to  school  to  learn  to  be  an  airplane  mechanic.  After  six 
months  in  school  he  secured  a  Job  as  welder  in  an  airplane  shop  at  a  wage 
of  51<I:  per  hour.  And  so  ended  the  year  1938. 

On  Friday,  April  the  14th,  a  son  was  bom  to  Helen  and  Ingvar,  this 
new  arrival  is  called  Keith  Ingvar.  Keith  was  bom  at  7:15  a.  m.  and 
weighed  8  pounds  15  ounces,  pretty  good  weight  for  a  kid  these  days,  as 
a  rule  they  don't  arrive  that  large  anymore.  Here  is  hoping  that  Keith  will 
thrive,  grow  to  be  a  strong  man  in  body  and  mind.  He  will  need  a  strong 
body  and  a  clear  head  if  he  is  going  to  step  in  where  his  father  and  his 
Uncle  Axel  are  someday  going  to  leave  off. 
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Because  of  my  poor  health,  I  thought  it  best  to  sell  our  home  in 
Tujunga.  I  had  been  very  sick  this  spring  and  I  thought  that  a  change 
might  do  me  some  good.  Through  a  real  estate  agent  I  sold  and  on  May 
13th  I  received  my  money;  price  including  furniture  was  $1,450.00.  I 
paid  a  commission  of  $67.50  which  left  a  net  of  $1,382.50.  When  I 
bought  I  paid  $1,  100.00,  I  had  probably  paid  out  about  $100.00  for  im¬ 
provements.  We  had  done  considerable  Improving,  mostly  through  our 
own  labor.  We  had  lived  here  nearly  12  years.  At  times  I  regret  that 
we  sold  the  place;  I  had  accumulated  many  tools  and  had  a  well  equipped 
shop  with  a  toolmakers  lathe,  with  material  and  tools  for  watch  repairing. 

I  knew  this  was  the  end,  I  would  never  have  anything  like  that  again. 

Here, - 1  never  got  lonesome,  I  could  always  amuse  myself  with  my  tools, 

make  something,  or  work  on  old  watches.  1  had  been  happy  there  working 
under  the  oak  tree. 

We  packed  our  personal  things  in  three  trunks  and  shipped  them  to 
Elgin,  1  also  loaded  my  car  as  much  as  1  dared  to  haul.  And  so  on  May 
31st,  we  bid  good-by  to  our  home  in  Tujunga. 

The  old  car  stood  the  Journey  well  and  we  arrived  in  Elgin  on  June 
5th,  we  had  driven  2  ,235  miles,  bought  95  gallons  of  gasoline  at  a  cost 
of  $19.33,  all  other  expense  was  $13.71,  total  $33.04,  cheap  transpor¬ 
tation  for  two  people  and  freight. 

It  seemed  good  to  be  with  my  own  again.  For  the  first  time,  I  saw 
the  youngest  member  of  our  family,  Keith  Ingvar,  a  robust  little  fellow. 
Doris  and  Alice  are  darlings  and  have  grown  considerable  since  last  sum¬ 
mer.  Doris  is  a  young  lady,  nearly  eight  years  old.  Helen  is  a  capable 
wife  and  mother,  she  takes  good  care  of  her  home  and  family. 

I  greatly  enjoyed  my  visit  in  Elgin,  I  was  with  the  boys  while  they 
worked  on  different  Jobs.  Monday  nights  they  played  soft-ball  in  a  church 
league  and  I  went  along  to  watch  the  game. 

On  July  6th,  wife  and  I  drove  to  Flint  for  a  visit  with  Ernest  and 
family.  They  have  a  fine  home  and  nice  children,  Dick  is  11  years  and 
Lois  8.  My  grandchildren  will  soon  be  young  men  and  women;  when  I 
look  at  them,  I  realize  that  I  am  getting  to  be  an  old  man. 

The  8th  of  July,  in  1939,  was  a  big  day  for  Richard,  he  won  the 
"Class  'B'  SOAP  BOX  DERBY  Race"  held  at  Flint.  He  received  a  medal 
and  several  valuable  prizes. 

We  stayed  with  Ernest  until  July  18th,  then  drove  north  to  Haughton 
Lake,  where  we  called  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettlngil,  then  across  the  state  to 
Ludington  where  we  called  on  friends.  We  returned  to  Elgin  on  the  21st. 

My  nose  was  again  bad,  and  I  had  another  operation  on  it  before  we 
left  Elgin.  I  spent  most  of  the  time  with  my  boys,  watching  them  work,  I 
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enjoyed  It  very  much.  I  had  not  been  entirely  idle,  I  had  filed  saws,  and 
did  other  small  jobs. 

August  6th,  Ernest  and  family  came  to  Elgin  to  visit  us,  so  again  we 
were  together,  my  three  sons  and  I.  When  together  with  my  boys  many 
old  meinorles  come  back,  the  happy  days  when  they  were  babies,  my  whole 
llxe  rolls  up  before  my  eyes  like  d  moving  picture  show. 

We  left  the  old  home  of  my  father  and  mother  on  August  11th  and 
drove  north  to  highway  U.  S.  #2,  which  we  followed.  We  have  been  over 
almost  every  road  between  Elgin  and  the  West  coast  except  this  one  and 
thought  that  It  would  be  interesting  to  see  the. north  country,  but  I  was  dis¬ 
appointed.  There  was  very  little  to  see  of  interest  until  we  got  into  the 
mountains  and  timber,  which  starts  in  western  Montana.  What  Interested 
me  most  was  the  Redwood  Forest  of  California. 

It  makes  a  person  gaze  In  amazement  at  those  giant  trees,  it  strikes 
one  almost  speechless.  It  Is  beyond  description.  It  is  said  that  the  age 
ot  these  trees  Is  more  than  one  hundred  of  our  generations.  "Only  God 
can  make  a  tree. "  i  ^ 


We  stopped  at  Berkeley,  California,  and  stayed  with  Uncle  John  for 
two  days,  we  also  stopped  at  Templeton  and  called  on  cousin  Esther. 

oc.K  Angeles  at  the  home  of  Ruth  and  Orland  August 

2  6th.  We  had  driven  3,799  miles,  more  than  1,500  miles  further  than  the 
nearest  way  between  Elgin  and  Los  Angeles. 

to  a  thriving  and  lively  youngster,  he  is  learning 

to  talk,  a  fine  little  fellow,  but  a  firm  guiding  hand  Is  needed  to  hold  him 
on  the  straight  and  narrow  path. 


Carl  Frank  Carlson  took  critically  ill  and  went  into  a  coma 
on  the  evening  of  February  12  ,  1940,  and  was  removed  to 
the  hospital  by  ambulance  the  following  morning  where  he 
passed  on  without  regaining  consciousness. 
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FRANK  CARI^ON  and  SONS 
1915 
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Certification  of  confirmation  of  ALFRIDA  INGMAN  of  Brakne  Hoby,  a  later 
picture  of  her  and  the  church  appear  in  the  Insets,  Cemetery  surrounds 
church  on  three  sides.  The  Ingman  Isakssons  rest  In  upper  left  comer. 


(fiffer  evljailfn  unbertoisning  i  fi^cnbom  odj  6fri  fbvuiarfu)a6 
infigt  fjar  ^  c/} 
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Above:  family  Portrait  made  In  Elgin,  1929  -  "Chips  off  the  old  'Block'" 
Below;  The  CARLSONS  sitting  among  stumps  on  their  farm  (1915) 

Tlie  boys  are  Axel  In  rear,  Ingvar  (with  hoe)  and  Ernest;  to  their 
left  Is  mother,  Alfrida;  grandmother,  Christine;  father,  frank; 
and  grandfather,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson. 


177 


-  tl.(K  M  ttnml  :*»<xlA 

(9ifii)  9rt^  it^rli  ao  ^Jtoma  ytdiua  aM'^dJJlAO  aOt  :witM 

It'UlJ  ui  Jap/riJ  t4tK  (•»<{  lUw>  S,ia4a  M  l»*A  m*  •»*? 

ylnifiil  UHJirt  ,>*4K».*ea»w  tUiifllA  ,l»fll«ai  «  ilW 

MuA'iisSMKkO 


TVf 


••  •  K  '  zc 

Sr..  1  ».  I  i*  A  ••  *T  4  ii 


M 


ui  i-uineran  uiiurch  ul  rasauenci. 
'A  rose  among  the  blooming  cactu 


Below  -  1931:  Frank  Carlson  and  daugliter, 
Ruth.  The  new  Ford  was  purchased  Imme¬ 
diately  prior  to  the  GRCAT  UFFKFSSION  and 
Stock  Market  Crash.  The  foothills  ol  the 
Sierra  Mts.  loom  In  the  background.  Home 
shown  In  these  pictures  was  bought  In 
1928,  located  In  Tujunga,  Los  Angeles 
County . 


Above: 

Family  gathering  at  Christmas  of 
192  8.  On  left  is  Sigrid,  wife  of 
Frank  Carlson,  whom  he  married 
May  1,  1919.  Next  to  Slgrld  Is 
her  mother,  Christine  Moren.  On 
the  right  of  group  ig.  Slgrld's  daugh¬ 
ter,  Dorothy,  by  a  former  marriage. 
Dorothy  stands  by  the  side  of  her 
husband,  Chelsey  Fritz,  The  girl 
in  the  center  Is  Ruth,  age  11, 
daughter  of  Frank  Carlson  and  late 
wife,  Alfrlda ,  married  May  1,  1900. 
Right  -  1928; 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Carlson 
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1933;  Trank.  Carlson  In  center  flanked  by  sons  and  daughter. 
From  left:  Axel,  Ingvar,  father,  Ruth  and  Ernest. 


Left:  "Courting  Days"  of  Ruth  and  Orland.  Right;  "There  is  No  Business 
Like  Show  Business."  Ruth  Is  among  carnival  attractions  In  a  setting 
resembling  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes  replete  with  waterfalls.  Pieces 
of  equipment  were  motivated  from  a  water-wheel  and  a  linkage  of  drive- 
shafts  .  The  display  brought  onlookers  from  near  and  far.  It  was  an 
acknowledged  feat  of  engineering  and  work  of  art. 
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The  GOTTARDIES  of  1951 
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RUTH  INGEBORG  CARLSON 

Bom  April  11,  1917 
at  Ludington,  Michigan 


Daughter  of  Carl  Frank  and  Alfrlda  (Engman)  Carlson 
Granddaughter  of  Gustaf  Reinhold  and  Christine  (Carlson)  Carlson 
Granddaughter  of  Ingman  and  Berta  (Bengtsdotter)  Isaksson 

Sister  of  Ingvar  Relnhold 
Sister  of  Axel  Fritjof 
Sister  of  Ernest  August 
Sister  of  Oscar  (deceased) 

Wife  of  Orland  Gottardl 
Mother  of  Anton  Edward 
Mother  of  Lawrence  Frank  (deceased) 

Mother  of  Orlene  Ruth 


This  abbreviated  sketch  of  our  sister,  Ruth  and  family,  is  submitted 
for  her  as  the  deadline  approaches  for  the  admission  of  material.  The 
Gottardis  have  continued  to  reside  in  California  since  their  marriage  May 
12  ,  1936,  which  has  made  correspondence  the  main  vehicle  of  contact. 

By  mutual  fault,  letters  many  times  only  come  to  inform  of  important  events 
to  the  exclusion  of  frequent  noteworthy  happenings  which  we  relish  as 
news.  In  writing  this  short  chapter  it  must  be  judged  on  our  good  intention 
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and  not  as  a  substitute  for  personalized  writing  which  reveals  the  image 
in  a  more  comprehensive  manner. 

Ail  events  transpiring  while  our  father  lived  are  covered  quite  thor¬ 
oughly  in  his  life  story,  that  which  is  untold  would  date  from  his  passing 
in  1940.  However,  it  would  seem  prudent  to  localize  all  that  is  pertinent 
to  the  Gottardi  family. 

Perhaps  this  chapter  should  begin  in  190  5  when  our  parents  came 
back  from  Sweden  after  a  five  year  “honeymoon."  They  returned  to  Elgin, 
Illinois,  where  they  had  been  married  May  1,  1900.  During  those  five 
years  in  Sweden,  three  sons,  Ingvar,  Axel  and  Ernest,  were  bom.  Father 
v/as  employed  in  Elgin  by  the  Star  Watch  Case  Company  as  a  machinist. 

In  1906  this  firm  moved  all  operations  to  a  new  plant  located  at  Ludington, 
Michigan,  and  by  prior  commitment.  Dad  was  obliged  to  follow.  Our  family 
resided  in  the  city  until  1909  at  which  time  a  fruit  farm  was  purchased  a 
mile  from  the  Ludington  city  limits.  Dad's  health  had  been  a  problem  for 
a  year  or  more,  he  believed  that  spending  more  time  in  the  fresh  air  would 
have  remedial  affects.  Except  for  a  few  months  leave  to  work  on  the  farm, 
he  continued  to  work  at  the  factory.  Dad  took  a  great  interest  in  improv¬ 
ing  the  farm  and  was  ambitious  and  energetic  to  the  extent  that  our  farm 
was  the  most  productive,  modem  and  picturesque  of  any  in  the  vicinity. 

Brother  Oscar  was  bom  June  13,  1914,  and  died  three  days  later. 
Mother  was  of  the  hospitable  type,  she  welcomed  friends  for  Sunday  din¬ 
ners,  she  was  proficient  in  the  culinary  art,  having  worked  as  a  girl  for 
prominent  families  in  Chicago.  In  the  preserving  of  fruit  and  farm  produce 
she  was  especially  adept  at  canning  many  hundreds  of  quarts  annually. 
Mother  made  many  of  the  boys'  clothes  and  in  addition  to  helping  with 
outside  work  found  time  to  Imit  and  crochet.  Mother  took  an  active  part 
in  church  work  to  the  extent  of  her  limited  time,  she  was  fond  of  visiting 
with  friends  which  grew  into  delightful  reciprocations  on  nearly  all  week¬ 
ends.  This  was  the  MOTHER  that  was  so  dear  to  us  and  whose  tender  love 
Ruth  never  knew,  the  ways  of  Providence  are  strange  indeed. 

Mother  passed  away  at  the  Paulina  Steams  Hospital,  Ludington,  on 
April  13,  1917,  she  had  given  birth  to  a  baby  girl  on  April  11th,  thus  starts 
the  life  of  our  sister,  Ruth.  The  arrival  of  our  baby  sister  and  the  passing 
of  Mother  ultimately  brought  a  decision  by  Dad  to  sell  the  farm  and  return 
to  Elgin  and  live  with  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  at  470  Ryerson  Avenue. 
The  old  folks  learned  to  love  the  little  one  as  one  of  their  own  and  in  the 
succeeding  months,  sister  Ruth  grew  and  thrived  in  her  new  environment. 

On  May  1,  1919,  Dad  married  for  the  second  time,  his  bride  was  a 
widowed  lady  by  the  name  of  Sigrld  Swanson.  Our  stepmother  s  family 
consisted  of  her  aged  mother  and  a  daughter,  Dorothy,  age  fourteen,  bro¬ 
ther  Ernest  also  resided  with  Dad  in  the  new  household.  Ingvar  and  Axel 
had  previously  gone  to  southern  Minnesota  to  work  for  relatives  on  farms, 
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Ruth  continued  to  be  a  "princess"  in  the  eyes  of  her  grandparents.  That 
was  the  status  of  the  family  in  the  middle  of  1919. 

Ruth  was  too  young  to  remember  the  passing  of  Grandfather,  Gustaf 
Reinhold  Carlson,  on  November  12,  1919,  his  death  had  been  very  sudden, 
having  worked  at  laying  bricks  for  his  employer  only  a  week  before,  he 
was  72  .  This  bereavement  caused  Dad  and  family  to  move  to  Grandmother* 
home . 


January  22  ,  1923  ,  Ruth  started  her  formal  education  at  the  Lowrie 
School  where  her  niece,  Alice,  now  teaches.  On  Memorial  Day,  May  30, 
1924,  brother  Ernest  was  married  to  Evelyn  Beyer,  an  Elgin  girl.  A  year 
later  on  June  1,  192  5,  our  stepsister,  Dorothy,  was  married  to  Chelsey 
Fritz,  an  Elgin  man.  Brother  Axel  married  Nadine  Younker  of  Peoria  on 
December  23  ,  192  5.  Brother  Ingvar  married  Helen  Maday  of  Chicago  on 
November  20,  192  6.  This  was  the  last  family  wedding  for  the  next  decade 

On  December  3,  192  6,  Grandmother  Christine  Carlson  passed  on. 
Thus  at  age  nine,  Ruth  lost  the  only  mother  she  had  known  in  her  young 
life.  At  this  time  Axel  and  Nadine  were  living  upstairs.  Dad  felt  an  urge 
to  quit  his  Job  as  tool  and  die  maker  at  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company 
to  seek  a  better  climate  in  the  west.  In  preparation  Dad  purchased  a  new 
192  7  Ford  touring  car,  he  rigged  up  the  inside  by  hinging  the  front  seat  to 
lay  back  to  accommodate  the  sleeping  of  two  persons.  The  running  board 
on  the  outside  was  widened  to  form  a  bunk  at  night  for  Ruth.  On  June  2  1 , 
Dad,  Sigrid  and  Ruth  began  a  circuitous  route  to  the  west  coast.  On 
vacating  their  apartment  on  the  ground  floor,  Ingvar  and  Helen  moved  in. 

In  192  7,  all  weather  paved  roads  were  scarce  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  When  the  roads  were  not  choking  with  dust,  they  would  often  be 
rutted  axle  deep  in  mud  and  covered  with  water  which  could  have  spelled 
doom  if  the  car  dropped  into  a  deep  hole. 

To  establish  residence  for  Ruth  to  go  to  school  on  September  12th, 
Dad  rented  a  cottage  in  Pasadena.  On  September  4,  192  8,  he  purchased 
a  home  in  the  little  city  of  Tujunga,  the  street  in  front  of  their  modest 
home  ascended  into  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Madre  range.  Here  Dad 
enjoyed  contentment  and  some  relief  from  his  asthma,  his  greatest  pleas¬ 
ure  coming  from  his  "hobby-shop"  located  in  the  shade  of  an  oak  tree. 
During  summer  vacation,  Ruth  took  violin  lessons  and  also  studied  voice. 
It  was  Dad's  desire  that  we  all  know  how  to  play  a  musical  instrument  or 
at  least  have  the  opportunity  to  develop  any  latent  talent. 

In  the  fall  of  192  8,  stepsister  Dorothy  and  husband,  Chelsey,  also 
came  to  Tujunga  and  made  their  temporary  home  with  Dad  while  in  quest 
of  a  more  hospitable  climate  to  reduce  the  severity  of  Dorothy's  asthmatic 
attacks,  she  also  suffered  from  the  same  malady  that  plagued  Dad,  they 
sought  relief  in  many  places  along  the  west  coast,  but  after  June  of  192  9, 
the  Fritz's  decided  to  return  to  Elgin,  apparently  not  having  found  the 
desired  locale .  -,arj 
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On  June  17,  192  9,  Dad  and  Ruth  made  a  return  visit  to  Elgin  stop¬ 
ping  enroute  at  Tooele,  Utah,  to  visit  with  Dad's  cousin,  Hilma ,  They 
stayed  in  Elgin  only  six  weeks  as  Ruth  had  to  be  back  for  the  fall  school 
term,  the  homeward  trip  proved  to  be  more  eventful  than  the  previous  one. 

On  reaching  Colorado  Springs  and  descending  a  long  grade  they  came  to 
the  valley  floor  as  a  torrential  rain  poured  down.  A  car  mired  in  mud 
blocked  all  traffic,  two  men  worked  frantically  to  extricate  it  but  sudden¬ 
ly  had  to  abandon  it  as  the  waters  rose  from  the  small  stream  to  flood  the 
valley.  Soon  the  swift  current  freed  the  stalled  car  from  the  muck  and  it 
was  carried  away  as  by  a  tidal  wave.  That  was  the  climax  of  a  terrifying 
experience  that  is  reminiscent  of  wagon  trains  and  the  "Gold  Rush  Days 
of  '49"  exactly  60  years  before. 

Though  recorded  many  times  in  this  book,  the  disastrous  crash  of 
the  stock  market  in  October  of  192  9  cannot  be  overstated.  Dad's  Income 
from  interest  and  dividends  dwindled  to  the  vanishing  point.  Capital 
investment  shrank  to  withering  lows  as  factories  laid  off  employees  and 
banks  closed  their  doors  depriving  depositors  of  the  right  to  withdraw  life 
savings.  Money  became  very  scarce  and  some  people  resorted  to  bartering. 
The  "GREAT  DEPRESSION"  experienced  over  the  next  several  years  taught 
a  stark  lesson  on  speculative  and  unsound  financial  practices.  Dad  weath¬ 
ered  the  financial  storm  admirably  but  he  was  the  exception  and  not  the 
rule . 


1931,  January  23,  Ruth  graduated  from  the  8th  grade,  thereafter  she 
attended  the  San  Fernando  high  school  some  eleven  miles  from  Tujunga. 

On  the  following  May  24,  Ruth  was  confirmed  at  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  at  Pasadena,  she  was  now  a  young  lady  of  fourteen. 

1933,  July  3,  Dad  and  Ruth  with  stepmother,  Slgrld,  left  Tujunga 
for  a  return  visit  to  Elgin.  The  trip  was  made  in  a  Ford  Model  "A"  sedan 
purchased  new  in  1929  ,  it  was  a  decided  improvement  over  the  old  tour¬ 
ing  car  for  traveling  in  Inclement  weather;  mechanically,  it  was  also 
more  reliable.  It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  highlight  of  this  trip 

while  in  Elgin . was  several  trips  to  Chicago  to  view  the  sprawling 

World's  Fair  called  "Century  of  Progress,"  commemorating  100  years  from 
the  founding  as  a  small  settlement  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Michigan. 

1935,  January  29,  Ruth  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  San  Fer¬ 
nando  and  the  early  rising  to  catch  the  school  bus  became  a  memory.  On 
the  following  April  11th,  Ruth  reached  her  eighteenth  birthday,  as  her 
guardian.  Dad  presented  her  with  a  legacy  in  the  form  of  securities  valued 

at  $3000  bequeathed  to  her  by  Grandmother  Christine  Carlson . a  sizable 

sum  in  those  depression  days. 

It  could  have  been  mentioned  earlier  that  Ruth  during  her  tenure  at 
high  school  became  attracted  to  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Orland  Gottardi. 
This  acquaintanceship  grew  to  serious  proportions  until  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  November  2  8th,  when  a  formal  announcement  of  their  engagement  was 

188 


4  ' 

-qoJe  oi  Uelv  rm/isi  ♦  abftm  rtJufl  bne  faoQ  «$S6i  nO 

XatJT  .*>idUH  ,nUuoo  a'boa  illw  ilaiv  oJ  ^rfiiJU  »alaooT  ib  Biumtw  ©nlq 
looiloe  U<il  ditf  lol  ;loed  ad  ol  bfiri  Hjua  «6  eiaaw  xla  vino  nJpX3  nl  bayaJa 
.©no  eifoWaiq  ariJ  asrii  Uiliaova  yjoai  ®d  o)  bavoiq  qlTJ  biewomori  aitl  »mTdJ 
ot  amoo  yadj  ©noi  e  yiiibodoaob  bne  &QatiqZ  obeioloO  ^nitloeoi  nO 

bum  rii  baitRi  TSO  A  .nwob  tMWMoq  xiifii  iniXnano}  6  ae  ‘woi)  ysllcv  «xU 
-nafabue  Jod  Ji  oteohlxa  oJ  yUttoiinflil  bd;4now  nem  owt  ^oXllfiTJ  life  ba;(ooM 
ofij  booU  oJ  mfeaua  llema  erfJ  moil  aeoi  eiajaw  arix  a«  Jl  nobnada  oJ  bed  yl 
Jt  bne  doiici  arfi  ouni  lao  ballaje  aili  baaii  inar^o  mw«  aril  nooE  .  valicv 
pixtyitTiai  6  )o  xetniio  aiU  aev/  jodI  ,3v»5v»  lebU  fe  yd  ae  yewB  baiTiBO  sbw 
eyfeO  dfti/51  bloO"  adl  bne  animJ  oopew  lo  jndoalnbnBi  si  JedJ  aonaiiaqxe 

»diolad  aifiay  Od  ylJoisxa  "(Jl-'  io 


io  dsBio  auoijcfettlb  adi  ^doot!  eidi  nl  sainll  yneai  babiooai  rivnoffT 
amoorU  a'b*a  .boieiaiovo  aU  Jonneo  lo  ladoioO  nl  J»;lifem  dooia  ertl^ 
IfelJqBO  .inloq  pnirtainev  aril  oJ  baibnlwb  abnablvlb  bne  jeaiaJni  mcril 
bnfi  aoayoiqioa  ilo  blAl  aaiiotox*!  as  awol  ©nliddJtw  oi  dneiria  Jnsmtaavol 
alii  wmbdJiv#  oi  blpii  a/U  lo  a^ojUoqab  pnivnqob  aioob  ilodJ  beaolo  adned 
rtniioUfid  OJ  bahouai  alqoaq  awoa  bne  aoiBoa  yiov  amaoad  yanpM  .tpnivaa 
}dpu&j  aiaay  tfeiavaa  ixan  adi  javo  baonaiiaqx#  "MOlESSlHSQ  TA3ilO*'  adT 
■dJfeaw  beQ  .aaoiJOBiq  Inlo/ifenll  bnuosrui  bna  avlieluoaqa  no  noaaai  diaia  o 
oil!  ion  bne  nollqaoxa  aiU  bbw  ad  iud  yidfeilnxbB  nnoJB  lalonivnli  adl  baia 

.alifi 


•  v*' 


ada  laJlbtfiariJ  ilJQ  artJ  ajoii  be)t>ubfii^  lUuJl  *C£  vi|>o«dl  ,l€Gl 

,  B^nuli/r  moil  aollra  navela  atiK>a  loodoa  dfild  obnamal  ntiZ  adl  babnaJJB 
natodjoi  delbawE  aitJ  lo  bomit-bioa  aovv  lUuH  ,i»£  yoM  uniwoUol  artJ  rO* 
.naafiuol  lo  ybal  pniwy  a  won  aaw  ada  tonabaao*!  la  doioifD 


i*(7nu(uT  Jlal  ^lartlonniaJa  rfllw  dluS  bno  boQ  ylwl  *££61 

noboa  "A**  ieboM  biol  a  nl  atom  saw  qiw  odT  .nlbW  o»  Jl»iv  mwJai  a  loi 
-■luoj  bio  adl  lavo  in wnavoq^au  cr>f5lba4*  a  acw  il  tES8l  ni  wan  baoadoiuq 
oaia.  law  jt  ^yliaoInMloom  nodnvow  inonjalool  ni  BAllavbjJ  •pi  lap 
qliJ  Btili  lo  mctldvld  nr.|  Jadt  9tv4  i^-oiuwfo,  ad  bluoda  il  .aklailai  aiov 
pnllwaiqa  adJ  wtjjv  oi  opfeofdO  oi  aqliJ  laiavoa  aaw. . .  ...nipiS  oi  alinw 
ailayOOI  pniJMomamaioo  •'taBaieoi^  lo  yiuJiiaO**  balleo  U&'l  a'blioW 
.napIdoiM  lo  ainad  adi  oo  inaaiaUlaa  Ua<aq  a  ao  pnibouoi  adJ 


mail 


-laH  neS  la  k>odoa  dpid  adl  uic'd  boJovbOTB  tliisH  *85  yiawoal  ^ 

nO  .v^ifiam  a  amooad  and  loodoc  adJ  dojeo  oJ  qnlth  ylioa  adl  boa  obnM 
lod  aa yab/luld  dincaJdpla  lari  barioaai  dJuH  ,ri}ll  ItiqA  pntwoUoil  adl 
baiflav  ftalUibDaa  lo  onot  nl  'papal  odilvf  lad  bainoaaiq  buCL  ^nal^awp 
tviaaia  a. . .  *  .ocahaO  Bnlla^(iO  lodJoicbna-O  yd  lod  ol  badlaaupwJ  OOOt?  la 

^  ft.  m.vA  /ift  Mlli  ;8 


H 


•  fyUi  nuiaaaiqol^.aaodJ  nl  mui 


^  1’  •■  ,  <j  f  '  ■  I  t.  ’>*1 

la  siWiiaJ  jad  polujb  iliuJl  ladl  iailrife«.baftOUnam  naari  .avwl  blwoo.Jl 
natloO  bnclio  la.  aouM  ads  yd  nam  pnuoy  a  ol  bsloeUia  aniaoad  looiloa  npbi 
pnJvioa;lnadT  no  Uini/  aiiolJioqOiq  tuoli^a  ol  waip  qldaaonBJnlfebpoa  ntfff 
aw  inamepapna  ilailJ  lo  inamaonoonnn  In/mol  a  nariw  ^rbdS  ladmavoM  ,yaCI 

00X  » 


» » 


ri 


r> 


ifi®. 


/'t 


inAr  e.' 


made  at  a  dinner  elaborately  prepared  by  Sigrld  for  the  festive  occasion. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  May  12  ,  1936,  Ruth  and  Orland  were  married  In  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church  In  Pasadena.  The  young  couple  received  the 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

1936.  Ruth  and  Orland  resided  with  Dad  and  Sigrld  until  Decem¬ 
ber  17th  when  they  purchased  a  home  within  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  some 
2  0  minutes  of  driving  from  Tujunga.  Dad  lamented  that  after  3  5  years  of 
having  children  at  home,  he  now  was  lonely,  however,  visits  were  fre¬ 
quent  between  the  Gottardls  and  Dad  In  Tujunga,  thus  preserving  family 
ties  on  an  Intimate  basis. 

1937,  March  1st,  the  first  baby  bom  to  Ruth  and  Orland  was  a  son 
named  Anton  Edward.  Dad  was  extremely  proud  on  Easter  Sunday,  March 
28,  when  he  carried  his  young  grandson  for  Holy  Baptism  at  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  which  they  attended  at  Pasadena.  In  1940,  Dad's  final 

entry  In  his  life's  story  admonishes - Anton  Is  a  thriving  and  lively 

youngster,  he  Is  learning  to  talk,  a  fine  little  fellow  but  a  firm  guiding 
hand  Is  needed  to  hold  him  on  a  straight  and  narrow  path.  From  our  own 
appraisal  at  the  present  time  It  would  appear  that  this  lively  youngster 
has  surpassed  all  of  Dad's  hopes. 

1940.  Dad,  at  age  63,  passed  away  on  February  13th  at  a  Long 
Beach  hospital  after  an  emergency  drive  from  their  apartment  at  Seal  Beach. 
From  an  autopsy  death  was  attributed  to  arterial  thrombosis  which  obvi¬ 
ously  was  a  side  effect  from'the  strong  drugs  Dad  was  using  to  counteract 
his  asthma  attacks.  Dad  had  predicted  that  his  continued  use  of  these 
stimulants  would  eventually  affect  his  heart.  His  sudden  death  came  as 

a  severe  shock  to  us  all,  we  had  hoped  to  have  him  with  us  for  many  more 
years.  A  short  service  was  held  at  the  funeral  chapel  for  friends,  after 
which  Sigrld  and  Ruth  followed  the  remains  to  Elgin  for  final  service  and 
interment.  Dad  leaves  with  us  the  image  of  an  exemplary  father,  kind, 
honest,  faithful  and  a  practitioner  of  the  "Golden  Rule." 

1941,  May  9th,  a  second  son,  Lawrence  Frank,  was  bom  to  Ruth 
and  Orland,  and  while  "castles"  were  being  dreamed  for  his  future,  little 
Lawrence  Frank  died  on  January  16,  1942;  he  was  burled  in  "Babyland"  at 
Forest  Lawn  Memorial  Park. 

1943  ,  January  18,  a  daughter  was  bom  to  the  Gottardls,  she  was 
named  Orlene  Ruth.  Orlene  too  was  a  thriving  and  lively  youngster,  we 
predict  a  grand  future  for  her.  Both  Anton  and  Orlene  have  graduated  from 
high  school,  Anton  is  employed  by  the  Pacific  Telephone  Company  and 
Orlene  has  a  position  in  a  local  bank.  Ruth  also  works  for  the  telephone 
company.  Orland  for  many  years  has  been  a  supervisor  for  the  Lockheed 
Aircraft  Corporation.  His  interest  in  aero-dynamics  began  in  1938  when 
he  took  a  special  course  in  mechanics ,  he  has  been  witli  this  large  cor¬ 
poration  for  2  4  years. 
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1946,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  Elgin  from  Orland,  Ruth  and 
their  children,  they  also  drove  to  Flint  to  visit  with  Ernest  and  Evelyn. 

1957,  one  evening  in  July  the  telephone  rang,  Ruth  was  calling 
from  California,  she  said  Orlene  and  she  would  be  coming  to  visit  us.  An 
amusing  incident  happened  when  coming  near  St.  Charles  by  bus.  They 
got  off  at  the  wrong  stop. . .  it  was  the  St.  Charles  School  for  Boys ...  a 

state  correctional  institution . while  tlie  error  was  discovered  in  time 

to  reboard  the  bus,  in  teasing  Orlene  we  found  much  to  laugh  about.  To¬ 
gether,  we  spent  a  couple  days  at  sight-seeing  in  Chicago  and  then  began 
a  memorable  trip  around  Lake  Michigan.  Beginning  by  driving  up  through 
Wisconsin,  crossing  the  straights  by  ferry  and  continuing  down  the  opposite 
shore  of  Lower  Michigan.  At  Ludlngton,  we  engaged  a  cabin  for  a  week  on 
Hamlin  Lake.  To  reach  our  cabin  in  the  forest  of  pine  and  beech  trees, 
the  best  route  lay  past  our  old  farm. 

At  Ludlngton,  we  visited  both  of  our  former  neighbors,  Minnie 
(Johnson)  Arndt  who  still  lives  across  the  road  in  the  same  house,  and 
Lillian  (Olson)  Anderson  who  resides  in  the  city.  We  were  genuinely  re¬ 
ceived  by  both  these  former  schoolmates,  and  the  same  hospitality  pre¬ 
vailed  as  in  1917.  On  the  last  evening  in  our  cabin,  Minnie  and  LUllan 
Joined  to  serve  us  a  picnic  supper.  Sister  Ruth  was  only  a  few  months 
old  when  we  left  the  farm,  but  even  so,  Minnie  and  Lillian  played  a  role 
in  her  infancy  by  babysitting  and  volunteering  their  services  in  our  mother¬ 
less  household. 

On  leaving  Ludlngton,  we  crossed  the  state  to  Flint  where  we  spent 
several  days  with  Ernest  and  Evelyn.  On  the  weekend  spent  there  we  drove 
to  Ernest's  cottage  on  a  nearby  lake,  there  we  frolicked  around  in  the  water 
most  of  the  time.  It  had  been  years  since  the  writer  experienced  so  much 
fun.  While  Ruth  and  Orlene  were  visiting  us,  Mr.  Gottardi  was  in  France, 
he  had  joined  a  crew  who  were  ferrying  planes,  this  was  not  in  the  line  of 
his  normal  duties  which  was  the  final  inspection  of  craft  before  delivery. 
Previous  to  Ruth's  and  Orlene's  departure  back  to  California,  we  spent  a 
day  with  Ingvar  and  Helen  at  their  cottage  on  the  Fox  River.  Most  of  the 
day  was  taken  up  on  boat  rides  and  at  water  skiing.  Orlene's  cousin  Keith 
operated  the  boat  and  gave  the  instructions  on  "How  to  Ski."  Skiing  looks 
easy  when  others  perform,  but  Ruth  and  Orlene  were  dunked  continuously, 
however,  they  did  seem  to  improve  and  they  must  be  given  an  "E"  for  effort. 
Ingvar  and  Helen  maintain  a  nice  home  here,  by  great  effort  they  keep  the 
two  acre  plot  Immaculate,  in  this  setting,  we  dined  and  reminisced.  While 
most  of  the  Gottardls  were  Journeying  here  and  there  and  abroad,  Anton 
remained  on  the  Job,  working  for  the  telephone  company.  We  have  not 
seen  him  for  several  years  but  we  are  told  that  he  has  a  goodly  amount  of 
mechanical  savvy  and  is  fond  of  woodworking  in  his  basement. 

Over  the  years  we  have  all  visited  California  and  the  Gottardis  at 
various  times.  During  the  war  years,  1942-43-44-45,  Axel  and  Nadine 
were  freguent  callers  while  Axel  was  stationed  on  the  coast.  When  he 
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was  shipped  to  the  central  Pacific  theater  In  1944-45,  Nadine  made  her 
home  with  the  Gottardls  for  an  entire  year.  In  1947,  Ernest  and  Evelyn's 
son,  Richard,  visited  them  while  serving  In  the  Navy.  In  February  of 
1949,  Axel  and  Nadine  paid  a  return  visit.  In  1953,  Ernest  and  Evelyn 
made  Los  Angeles  and  Riverside  focal  points  on  a  western  tour,  as  did 
Ingvar  and  Helen  in  1959. 

Stepsister  Dorothy  and  her  husband,  Chelsev,  left  Elgin  for  Cali¬ 
fornia  on  December  7,  1941,  the  day  is  remembe^od  as  it  was  also  the 
Infamous  day  of  the  Japanese  attack  upon  Pearl  Harbor  in  Hawaii  which 
precipitated  World  War  Two.  Tlie  Fritz's  subsequently  settled  in  the 
city  of  Riverside  where  they  found  the  climate  beneficial  for  asthma 
sufferers.  Dorothy's  mother,  Sigrld,  shares  their  home  enjoying  a  pri¬ 
vate  apartment  for  herself. 

The  Frltzes  at  Riverside  and  the  Gottardls  in  Los  Angeles  are  some 
60  miles  apart  but  this  has  been  no  deterent  to  frequent  reciprocation  of 
visits.  They  share  each  others  troubles  and  joys  and  when  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  come  they  alternate  in  observing  these  and  other  holidays. 
A  strong  bond  has  grown  through  the  years  by  a  common  Interest,  that  of 
enjoying  the  great  outdoors;  together  they  plan  outings  into  the  nearby 
mountains  or  to  the  open  desert  and  far  off  lakes.  Camping  has  a  special 
appeal  along  with  swimming  and  boating.  The  Gottardl  children,  Anton 
now  age  2  5  and  Orlene  20,  are  younger  than  Carol  and  Dale  Fritz,  but 
this  variance  only  serves  to  gender  increased  enthusiasm  for  bigger  and 
better  outings,  these  young  ladies  and  men  now  mirror  the  results  of 
wholesome  fun. 

This  past  summer  we  were  pleasantly  surprised  by  the  receipt  of 
wedding  invitations  involving  Anton,  the  announcement  was  very  formal, 
the  marriage  to  take  place  June  23,  1962  ,  at  the  Saint  Mark's  Episcopal 
Church  in  Altadena,  California.  Anton's  bride  to  be  was  Susan  Ireland 
Wilson  of  Pasadena.  No  one  from  this  area  made  the  trip  for  this  impor¬ 
tant  event  but  we  are  told  that  it  was  an  impressive  ceremony,  we  regret 
we  could  not  have  witnessed  this  holy  union  and  attended  the  reception 
given  in  their  honor.  We  have  been  told  by  several  that  "Sue"  is  a  warm 
and  sensible  girl.  We,  Anton's  uncles  in  absentia,  hasten  to  clasp  "Sue" 
by  the  hand  and  solemnly  pray  for  their  happiness.  May  the  home  fires 
bum  brightly  and  adversity  forsake  them. 

Anton,  an  employee  of  the  local  telephone  company,  is  currently 
charged  with  maintaining  telephone  communication  equipment  and  service 
at  the  new  Chavez  Ravine  Baseball  Stadium,  touted  as  the  world's  finest 
using  the  latest  in  electronic  devices. 

In  the  past  couple  months  we  have  been  apprised  of  Orlene's  inten¬ 
ded  marriage  to  a  young  man  temporarily  serving  in  the  armed  service. 

The  date  is  not  definite  at  this  writing  but  as  this  book  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer  in  a  matter  of  weeks  we  seize  a  last  opportunity  to 
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give  recognition  to  this  vivacious  miss.  . . .  Orlene,  we  hope  your  impen 
ing  marriage  will  exceed  the  "castles"  you  have  built.  I  J 

prLlse  that  one  of  us  will  traverse  the  2000  miles  there  to  ^ 

kiss  the  bride.  The  intended  groom  must  be  an  astute  fellow,  2  0  20  vision 
with  a  magnetic  personality.  May  the  good  Lord  bless  both  of  these 
sacred  unions  with  sunshine  and  fruitfulness. 

The  foregoing  is  a  thumbnail  sketch  of  sist^er  Ruth's  life  as  ^o^ej 
and  girl,  it  Is  a  feeble  substitute  for  the  story  she  Is  capable  of 
Grandfather,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson ,  the  concelver  of  this  hlstojy  book, 

wrote  in  his  Introduction  words  that  I  wish  to  repeat . . 

find  by  reading  this ,  that  I  have  not  been  a  learned  man;  I  hope  descen 
ants  Jlth  an  education  wUl  think  only  of  my  good  intentions  not  of 
my  deficiencies . end  of  quote .  It  was  the  fond  hope  of  our  falser 

and  grandfather  that  their  children  seek  to  we 

everyone  can  be  expected  to  further  this  aim.  In  a  lifetime  of  living  we 
pass  through  many  stages,  the  stage  of  writing  memoirs  or  learning  t 
appreciate  those  of  others,  comes  rather  late  in  most  Instances. 

This  story  of  the  Gottardis  comes  to  its  end  in  the  waning  days  of 
1962  ,  and  with  Christmas  Day  only  hours  away  ,  we  extend  a  hope  for 
another  grand  reunion  of  the  Fritzes  and  Gottardis  on  a  festive  occasion . 


December  23  ,  1962 
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FOREWORD  TO  MY  LIFE 
IN  G  VAR  RE  IN  HOLD  CARLSON 


Bom  April  10,  1901 
at  Westra  Ryd 
Province  of  Blekinge 
Sweden 

Son  (eldest)  of  Carl  Frank  and  Alfrlda  (Engman)  Carlson 
Grandson  of  Gustaf  Reinhold  and  Christine  (Carlson)  Carlson 
Grandson  of  Ingman  and  Berta  (Bengtsdotter)  Isaksson 

Brother  of  Axel  Fritjof 
Brother  of  Ernest  August 
Brother  of  Oscar  (deceased) 

Brother  of  Ruth  Ingeborg  (Carlson)  Gottardi 


MY  FAMILY 

Husband  of  Helen  (Maday)  Carlson 
Father  of  Doris  (Carlson)  Survant 
Father  of  Alice  (Carlson)  Carlson 
Father  of  Keith  Ingvar  Carlson 
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It  is  with  some  effort  that  I  give  an  account  of  my  life,  I  have  been 
very  poor  at  making  speeches  and  even  worse  when  it  comes  to  writing. 

I  must  begin  by  stating  that  my  fingers  have  stiffened  in  past  years  and  I 
find  it  difficult  to  hold  a  pen.  However,  with  some  assistance,  I  will  set 
forth  my  best  effort  to  enrich  that  which  has  heretofore  been  recorded.  My 
task  will  not  be  easy  as  my  story  succeeds  the  works  of  my  father  and 
grandfather  who  excelled  in  this  art.  To  be  spared  of  repetition  and  extra 
writing,  some  of  my  brothers'  work  should  be  read  for  a  more  complete 
story  of  my  life . 

As  I  begin  this  story  in  the  first  weeks  of  1962  ,  I  can  look  back  upon 
many  wonderful  years .  Our  children  are  now  grown  and  married  and  already 
I  am  a  grandfather  many  times  over.  Next  April,  I  will  be  sixty-one  years 
of  age  and  while  I  am  now  "retired,"  I  look  forward  to  many  more  useful 
years.  This  year  1962  may  be  another  Important  year,  Helen  and  I  with 
three  children,  all  married,  are  braced  for  daily  surprises  of  most  any  de¬ 
nomination.  Presently  our  son,  Keith,  and  his  wife,  Donna,  expect  their 
first  child  in  April.  There  is  not  a  day  when  something  does  not  happen  to 
worry  or  cheer  us,  fortunately  the  pleasant  things  are  far  in  the  majority. 

In  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-one,  there  have  been  times  when  the  load  was 
heavy  and  the  course  decidedly  uphill,  but  my  wife  has  stood  by  my  side 
and  together  we  have  managed  to  weather  the  various  storms .  Yes ,  I  could 
count  many  blessings  that  have  come  to  us,  indeed,  we  have  been  richly 
rewarded . 

As  you  have  noted,  my  brothers  and  I  are  cooperating  in  printing  a 
book  containing  our  family  history.  This  decision  came  after  examining 
the  old  record  book  used  by  our  father,  we  found  it  coming  apart  while 
only  half  filled.  This  left  no  alternative  but  to  transcribe  its  content  into 
a  new  book.  Ultimately  the  final  decision  was  to  create  an  attractive 
bound  volume.  This  became  conclusive  when  the  results  were  received 
from  explorations  into  our  heritage  by  a  state  accredited  agency  in  Sweden, 
a  firm  which  had  been  actively  probing  in  our  behalf  for  more  than  a  year . 
The  search  to  date  has  been  successful  back  to  the  year,  1539,  when  our 
Petrus  Jonae  was  bom.  Petrus  Jonae  was  destined  to  become  a  bishop  who 
preached  for  the  advancement  of  religious  reform  at  a  trying  time  in  world 
history. 

In  my  estimation  the  most  astonishing  part  of  our  geneology  report 
is  the  discovery  of  two  men  in  our  blood  line  who  have  been  knighted, 
namely....  Johan  Peter  Wanklf  by  King  Frederick  of  Sweden  in  1767  with 
the  titular  name  of  "Gripenbjelke , "  the  other  was  Capt.  Aron  Johansson 
by  Queen  Christine  in  1653,  he  received  the  name  of  "Klofverskjold, "  his 
coat  of  arms  shows  a  shield  with  three  clover  leaves  ,  a  picture  of  this 
coat  of  arms  was  received  recently.  The  drawing  of  the  coat  of  arms  of 
"Gripenbjelke"  was  received  several  months  ago,  it  attracted  so  much 
Interest  that  we  have  since  had  a  mold  made  of  it  and  at  this  moment  it 
is  in  New  York.  We  have  ordered  se^'^ral  bronze  replicas  casted  in  the 
form  of  wall  plaques.  The  " Klofversktfld"  coat  of  arms  will  be  given  Im- 
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oJnl  J/iftlfioo  zii  adiioeAAiJ  oJ  :ud  avtiamajla  on  ilal  eirlT  .bailll  llnd  ylno 
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partial  treatment  later  when  we  will  find  another  use.  These  two  men 
bring  a  great  honor  to  our  lineage,  in  fact,  it  seems  to  indicate  that  our 
heritage  is  quite  Impressive.  In  reading  our  grandfather's  history  he 
said  that  our  ancestors  could  read  and  write  for  many  centuries  before 
him,  this  coincides  with  material  received  from  Sweden.  Many  of  our 
forefathers  held  public  office  and  positions  of  trust  at  a  time  when  super¬ 
stition,  Ignorance  and  illiteracy  was  general  throughout  the  civilized 
world . 


1915.  The  Carlsons  at  their  farm  home,  Frank  Is  taking  the  picture.  In  addition  to  the  G.  R.  Carlsons, 
mother  and  father  of  Frank,  the  group  Includes  the  HJalmar  Lldberg  family..  The  Lldbergs  also  followed 
the  Star  Watchcase  Company  from  Elgin  to  Ludlngton  In  1906.  Mrs.  Lldberg  holds  daughter,  Helen;  son, 
Walter,  Is  held  by  Mrs.  Frank  Carlson;  another  son,  Alvin,  stands  behind  his  mother.  Mr.  Lldberg,  a 
foreman  In  the  factory,  stands  at  right. 
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MY  LIFE 


The  prelude  to  my  life  began  on  May  1,  1900, 

Carlson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson  of  Elgin,  Illinois, 
was  wed  to  Alfrida  Engman ,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingeman  Isaksson 
of  Westra  Ryd,  Blekinge,  Sweden.  The  young  couple  was  married  by  the 
Lutheran  pastor  at  Geneva  ,  Illinois  .  Three  days  later  Mr.  and  Mrs  Trank 
Carlson  began  their  honeymoon  on  a  voyage  to  Westra  Ryd  and  ^  visit  to 
the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  which  she  had  left  seven  years  before. 

The  intention  of  the  newlyweds  was  to  return  after  a  four  or  five  month 
visit,  but  as  the  reader  will  subsequently  learn,  it  was  nearly  five  years 
before  this  couple  again  saw  Elgin. 

When  the  honeymooners  arrived  in  southern  Sweden,  the  orchards 
were  in  full  bloom  and  the  air  was  scented  with  the  fragrance  of  spring , 
the  setting  was  perfect  for  their  reception.  Frank  helped  his  father- in 
law,  Ingeman  Isaksson,  with  the  farm  work  and  their  daughter  was  haPPy 
among  relatives  and  school  chums.  Almost  from  the  outset  the  old  folks 
Intimated  that  they  were  getting  along  in  years  and  would  like  to  sell  the 
farm  The  young  couple,  after  some  persuasion,  believed  that  this  ^s 
an  opportunity  for  financial  gain  and  a  splendid  place  to  raise  a  family. 
The  deal  was  consumated  in  January  of  1901.  The  new  venture  began  on  a 
happy  note  with  the  birth  of  a  son  on  April  lOth.  This  is  where  I  first  saw 
the  light  of  day.  They  named  me  Ingvar  Relnhold,  where  the  name  In^ar 
originated  I  am  not  sure,  the  mythical  name  of  the  "God  of  the  Forest  is 
very  similar. 

Thirteen  months  later,  on  June  4,  1902  ,  my  brother  Axel  was  born , 
and  again  on  December  23,  1904,  brother  Ernest  Joined  the  fold.  By  this 
time  Dad  had  tired  of  the  farm  and  decided  to  sell  the  property  and  return 
to  Elgin.  On  February  13,  1905,  an  auction  was  held  to  dispose  of  all 
personal  effects,  tools  and  equipment.  I  should  mention  that  while  we 
were  on  this  farm,  we  were  joined  by  father's  parents  from  Elgin,  Ulino  , 
they  had  left  the  States  to  take  up  residence  with  their  only  offspring. 
Grandfather,  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson,  at  once  set  about  to  build  a  new 
barn  but  when  he  was  half  finished^a  desire  to  return  to  America  overcame 
him.  He  could  see  no  future  in  staying  there  any  longer  while  earning  so 
little  when  as  a  mason  and  carpenter  he  would  earn  much  more- in  the 
United  States . 

The  farm  was  sold  to  the  man  who  finished  building  the  barn,  the 
auction  being  over,  we  were  now  ready  to  depart.  Because  Ernest  was 
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so  young  It  was  decided  that  Mother,  and  brothers  Axel  and  Ernest  should 
stay  with  the  Isakssons  until  warmer  weather,  however,  there  was  another 
compelling  reason.  Dad  had  not  received  all  the  money  from  the  auction, 
he  was  low  on  funds,  the  sale  of  the  farm  had  not  been  profitable.  Dad, 
his  parents  and  myself  (age  four),  left  VVestra  Ryd  on  the  morning  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  190  5,  rode  the  narrow  gauge  rails  across  the  southern  provinces 
of  Blekinge  and  Skane  to  the  seaport  of  Malmo,  arriving  there  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  ferried  across  the  narrow  strait  that  separates  Sweden  and  Denmark 
and  stayed  that  night  in  a  transient  hotel  in  Copenhagen.  The  next  day  we 
took  the  train  across  Denmark  to  the  North  Sea  port  of  Esberg.  In  late 
afternoon  we  boarded  a  steamer  for  Harwich,  England,  arriving  on  the 
evening  of  the  2  3rd.  A  train  was  waiting  to  take  us  to  Liverpool  and  arrived 
there  early  the  following  morning.  From  our  Family  History  I  notice  that  we 
had  a  day  of  waiting  before  leaving  on  the  Atlantic  crossing  on  February  2  5th. 
Our  ship  was  the  "Caronla"  of  the  Cunard  Line,  making  its  maiden  voyage. 

At  noon  of  the  2  6th,  we  stopped  for  more  passengers  at  Queenstown,  Ireland, 
our  passengers  now  numbered  3,02  9. 

For  my  parents,  the  honeymoon  to  Sweden  ended  on  a  somber  note. 

As  you  will  learn  from  my  Father's  account,  the  five  year  stay  in  Sweden 
was  termed  a  mistake.  Dad  had  been  trained  in  the  making  of  tools  and 
dies  and  knew  nothing  about  farming.  His  only  asset  (dubious)  to  show 
for  his  long  stay  in  Blekinge,  was  three  sons.  Having  been  bom  in  Sweden 
gives  me  a  sense  of  pride  in  realizing  that  Scandinavian  emigrants  have 
played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  these  United  States.  I  have  no 
regrets  about  the  land  of  my  origin  although  it  is  apparent  that  my  birth  in 
a  foreign  country  was  more  by  accident  than  by  design. 

We  arrived  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  March  8,  1905.  Dad  went  to  work  for 
the  Star  Watch  Case  Company  on  the  following  Monday,  to  be  paid  $2.25 
for  ten  hours  as  a  "dle-m.aker .  "  He  was  given  this  employment  on  the 
condition  he  would  remain  with  the  company  when  they  moved  to  another 
city,  the  firm  was  contemplating  moving  all  operations  to  Ludington,  Mich¬ 
igan.  Mother  and  my  brothers  left  Westra  Ryd  with  a  group  on  May  3rd, 
the  party  included  friends  from  the  vicinity  of  our  farm.  These  were  very 
helpful  to  Mother  on  the  passage  and  they  all  had  a  good  time,  also  Mother 
was  an  aid  to  all  these  "greenhorns"  as  she  could  speak  English.  The 
entire  party  came  to  Elgin,  they  arrived  on  May  2  7,  1905.  In  preparation, 
Dad  rented  and  furnished  a  cottage  at  656  Wing  Street,  all  was  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  happy  reunion. 

During  the  winter  of  1905-6,  my  Grandfather  began  building  his  new 
brick  home  at  470  Ryerson.  I  recall  a  team  and  bobsled  took  us  all  there 
to  look  it  over,  I  believe  it  was  then  only  half  finished.  Grandfather, 

Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  passed  away  in  1919,  followed  by  Grandmother, 
Christine's  demise  in  192  6.  My  wife  and  I  moved  into  their  home  when 
Dad  went  to  California  to  live  in  192  8.  We  now  own  the  old  homestead 
that  G.  R.  built  mostly  with  his  own  hands  and  for  which  Grandmother 
scrimped  so  long  and  hard  to  help  pay  for.  When  we  first  moved  in,  we 
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were  alone,  since  then  three  children,  Doris,  Alice  and  Keith,  have 
come  to  us.  They  are  now  all  grown  and  married,  again  we  are  alone. 

1906,  on  June  8th,  the  Star  Watch  Case  Company  and  we  moved  to 
Ludlngton.  It  was  easiest  to  reach  Ludlngton  by  going  by  way  of  Chicago 
to  Milwaukee  and  across  Lake  Michigan  on  one  of  the  numerous  fruit  boats 
or  rail  car  ferries.  Ludlngton  was  a  city  of  10,000  people,  the  population 
almost  doubled  in  the  summer  months  when  the  resort  season  was  at  its 
height.  Hundreds  of  summer  cottages  lined  the  shores  of  Hamlin  Lake 
which  was  noted  far  and  wide  for  its  excellent  fishing.  For  many  years  a 
miniature  train  carried  the  resorters  from  downtown  to  the  lake  region,  a 
distance  of  some  five  miles.  It  ceased  operation  along  about  1910  when 
buses  began  to  be  used. 

Ludlngton  had  been  a  prosperous  lumbering  town  but  the  timber  line 
had  now  receded  beyond  the  point  of  profitable  cutting  and  hauling.  In 
the  city,  several  woodworking  and  novelty  factories  were  humming  but 
they  did  not  employ  many  workers  .  The  most  Important  plant  was  called 
the  "Carrom  Factory,"  to  this  date  they  still  make  the  same  carrom  boards 
that  were  so  popular  in  my  childhood.  All  our  friends  owned  a  carrom 
board  and  when  we  visited  on  the  bleak  Sunday  afternoons  in  winter,  a 
hot  game  of  snapping  the  rings  into  the  pockets  was  a  great  delight.  This 
game  may  seem  tame  to  children  today  who  have  all  sorts  of  man  in  space 
gadgets  and  toy  rockets  that  "take  off,"  but  this  combination  of  pool  and 
shuffle-board  was  our  most  cherished  indoor  sport.  In  making  the  carrom 
boards  with  pockets  in  each  comer,  it  was  necessary  to  develop  a  thin, 
strong  material  for  construction.  A  Mr.  Haskel  of  the  Carrom  Company 
perfected  the  gluing  and  laminating  of  thin  sheets  of  wood.  From  this 
factory  at  Ludlngton,  in  about  1908,  came  the  greatest  contribution  made 
to  modem  building,  the  development  and  perfection  of  versatile  PLYWOOD. 

Dad  rented  a  house  scarcely  a  ten  minute  hike  over  the  board  side¬ 
walks  to  the  new  factory.  I  recall  how  we  kids  ran  over  them  to  meet  Dad 
halfway  as  he  came  from  work.  The  sandy  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  were 
an  equal  distance  and  on  hot  summer  days.  Mother  would  take  us  wading 
and  to  play  in  the  white  "sugar"  sand.  These  were  the  days  when  we  were 
quite  Innocent  looking  but  mischief  was  not  lacking  in  our  hearts.  When 
one  reaches  my  age  I  realize  that  we  were  "little  devils"  that  needed  a 
firm  guiding  hand.  I  can  speak  from  personal  experience  that  we  have  many 
times  felt  the  sting  of  discipline  and  that  our  outward  charm  deceived  no 
one.  My  parents  were  firm  believers  in  the  adage  of  "spare  the  rod  and 
spoil  the  child,"  they  also  practiced  the  axiom  "as  the  sprig  is  bent,  that 
is  the  way  the  tree  will  grow."  It  seemed  to  me  then  that  our  parents  were 
too  strict,  but  now  I  think  they  were  nearly  perfect,  everyone  should  be  so 
blessed . 

In  1906,  there  were  no  automobiles  on  the  streets  of  Ludlngton.  To 
save  the  horse  for  work,  walking  or  riding  a  bicycle  was  the  most  common 
form  of  getting  to  the  place  you  had  in  mind.  A  few  of  the  upper  middle 
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c  8-k5BY  Yn»«  .enlriftli  inalldoxa  all  lol  ablw  bna  ibI  balon  tflw  riolriw 
B  iwiei  Bril  c^i  nwoinwwb  moil  EiatiOBai  aril  betriflo  nicil  atulBlnira 

nariw  0r4Ji  JiiodB  xvnofc  noneioq©  baeaeo  If  .aoUrti'svil  tmoi  lo  aonfilalb 

.baeu  fxi  oi  nsQad  aaeud 


♦nil  aril  lod  f^oi  ei/oiaqacnq  b  noad  bed  nojpnlbnJ 

tti  .iKaliJBli  bft<J  pmlUJO  BidBJlicnq  lo  irtloq  aril  bnoyod  babaooi  won  bad 
jud  aiaw  2tiliojot>l  b«B  pni^liowboow  letavae  adl 

boU6c  6oW  »nfriq  Jnfinpqml  Nion»  arfT  .aiaXiow  \a^ca  yolqma  Jon  bib  yoriJ 
3b7rtod  jsjoneo  anu.6  aril  aria/n  JUl«  yarii  oicb  BJril  ol  moTidO"  aril 

laonBO  f  baiiwo  ab-^il  luo  llA  .boodbUilo  yai  rU  leXoqoq  dt  aiow  larti 
B  ."lOtlriw  nl  aitoornalltt  y£bftt.3  rieald  aril  no  ballalv  aw  nartw  bna  bifiod 
BiriT  ,:ri|[^14»b  ir.orp  c  eow  Biarioixi  aril  oirsl  epnii  aril  oniqqfifia  lo^amet?  lort 
oooqa  m  uBtfi  lo  aihofc  l.ti*  avail  oriw  <bbol  naibUrio  oJ  aniBl  *Tiea8  ytrti  amsp 
bn&  looq  lb  fiolianldmoo  ttldi  lud  **,110  ajCal"  Iftril  slfidooi  yoj  bna  tiwQbe^ 
njoijoo  ^1  nl  .nt>qfc  loobnl  barialiario  laom  luo  eaw  btood^alttiiriB 

vriirii  c  qolavob  ol  *<i»tii’aav>an  tte»w  Jt  .^lenioo  rioaa  nl  tfariooq  iblw  Bbieod 
ynaq/iuiD  moneO  aril  io  .iM  A  . nol looUtrioo  ibl  lenajiwii  pnoiia 

Blril  iuoi'l  .boow  lo  siaari*  nlift  lo  pnilonlmBl  bnfl  piuuip  artj  baloahaq 
abd^n  nolludlilftoo  jtcajftaup  aril  anjiiti  ,0001  luoda  nl  ,rfol9riibu.T  Ja  yioloisl 
.{JC)OV/Y.ri  aUlBeiov  lo  nolioaiiaq  boa  Jn<)«nqoiavab  aril  ,pnibllt;dl  mabom  ol 


abltt  inftod  aill  lavo  arilri  aiiiftlm  nai  b  ylaoicoa  aeuod  b  balna^  baQ 
bnC  jr»a(B  oj  inoili  lavo  nai  BblaJ  »w  amri  IlBoai  1  .yiotofil  wan  aril  ol  erilfiw 
t  oiaw  wa^liiotM  adBJ  lo  aoit»riii>yfo«i>«  aiff  ,;liow  atoil  amc^  ari  BoyiswllBri 
pnlbaw  ^  ariui  bii/ow  lariioM  « Eyab  la.nmda  Aid  Vto  bnB  aoncialb  leiipa  nfi 
•iiaw  ow^Viiw  adi  u\6W  aa<a»iX  .brv>a  ‘'iflyifa’*  allrtw  aril  iii  ynlq  ol  bflrt 
noriW  «8nsad  ino  rU  pifilrioai  ion  B^iw  Idtdoaliii  lud  pnHool  ino-iohni  ftllup 
o  babaan  jadj  “aUvab  alliir  eiaw  aw  ludi  a<ifa«i  I  apB  ym  iadDriat  ano 
ynam  av&d  “iw  lariJ  oonahaqxa  iaiK>«Taq  mott  riaaqa  ncr»  1  .bnari  prubti/p  nnll 
ori  baviooab  rffTtrfto  biawiwo  iiiu  Jftfll  bna  anliqlOBtb  lo  pnlia  adJ  ilal  aenUl 
t>rt5  bot  art!  iftaqi*''  1©  a(i*bu  aril  iii  uiavattad  nnll  aiaw  Blnaiaq  yM  .ano 
liiril  4*  uiiq-a  art!  ru**  rtioixs  arit  baoiioa-iM  walo  yodJ  "r,bl!fb  adJ  Uoq» 

aiflcw 'tJtflinriq  luo  Ia^Li  nadl  aiO  ol  baina&i  H  “.woi^’’  LUw  aorl  odi  y«w  adl  bI 
O  i  ^  bUiodd /jnbynva  ,nic#:ja'i  yhaaci  «naw  ^adi  intifl  I  won  tud  ,ioJ-dR  ooi 
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,ooJo«ilMiJ  lo  BlaaiAB  afU  no  waUriomoiuB  on  tnaw  aiadi  ,d0ei  4 
(loihiort^i  taoin  tiriiiBcw  a0tj>yoi4j  a  P'ribii  to  anliliiW  >,d»JW  to#  onod  aril  awB« 
vH'bim  lauqu  adi  lo  wol  A  .brani’r^nl^ao  ody  aoiUq  art#  ot  pnttiap  lo  anol 
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class  or  business  people  owned  a  buggy  horse  with  a  small  bam  in  the  rear 
of  their  lot,  but  it  remained  for  the  elite  to  have  a  stable  of  several  horses 
and  separate  living  quarters  for  tlie  coachman.  He  kept  the  animals  well 
groomed  and  ready  to  be  hitched  at  a  moment's  notice  to  pick  up  guests  or 
take  milady  on  an  exhilarating  drive  to  view  the  countryside.  On  sunny 
days  they  used  the  open  surrey  with  the  "fringe  on  top,"  in  the  inclement 
weather,  the  enclosed  coaches  were  in  evidence,  heated  bricks  warmed 
the  interior.  Their  matched  horses  were  usually  in  need  of  exercise  and 
would  persist  in  running  at  a  lively  pace.  Much  of  the  harness  was  of 
patent  leather  that  glistened  as  they  sped  by.  Nothing  about  the  horses 
was  as  Important  as  a  silky  mane  and  a  long  flowing  tail.  With  the  advent 
of  the  "horseless  carriage"  these  same  well-to-do  folks  were  the  first  to 
convert  to  Cadillac  cars,  then  the  coachman  became  the  chauffeur,  thus 
came  the  end  to  an  era  of  regal  pomp  and  splendor,  which  even  today  is 
being  imitated  by  another  generation  of  elite  who  wish  to  be  in  the  spot¬ 
light. 


Visualize,  if  you  will,  the  street  scenes  of  this  average  town  in  the 
year  1906.  Hundreds  of  city  horses  of  every  type  and  description  were  in 
daily  use,  other  hundreds  came  from  the  farms  as  far  as  ten  miles  away. 
Watering  tanks  were  placed  at  convenient  intervals  and  hitching  posts  were 
a  requisite  in  front  of  most  homes.  In  out  of  way  places,  the  horses  could 
be  fed  and  rested,  feed  stores  did  a  brisk  business.  In  a  nostalgic  way, 

I  regret  that  the  horse  has  passed  from  the  American  scene.  Our  automo¬ 
biles  can  never  take  the  place  of  a  faithful  horse,  they  responded  so  well 
at  every  command  from  only  a  little  kindness  in  return. 

Having  told  about  the  congestion  of  horses,  carriages  and  wagons 
of  my  boyhood,  I  will  relate  about  the  many  blacksmith  shops  in  the  city, 
horseshoeing  was  their  chief  stock  in  trade.  One  such  shop  was  located 
on  the  main  street  a  block  from  our  first  home.  At  every  opportunity  we 
kids  would  crowd  up  to  the  forge  to  watch  the  smithy  heat  the  new  shoes 
to  a  golden  yellow  and  shape  them  on  the  anvil  to  conform  to  the  horse's 
hoof.  We  kids  idolized  these  men  as  they  shoed  from  morning  to  night, 
we  must  have  been  a  terrific  nuisance  but  were  never  told  to  get  out.  At 
times  the  congenial  smithy  would  make  rings  for  our  fingers  from  horse¬ 
shoe  nails.  The  poem  by  Longfellow,  "Under  the  spreading  chestnut  tree, 

the  village  smithy  stands . "  eulogizes  better  than  I  jcan  state . 

the  honest  sweat  and  toil  of  these  forgotten  men.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
I  sometimes  helped  to  pump  the  bellows  or  hold  a  piece  of  iron  at  the 
forge,  that  I  received  a  mechanical  Impulse,  most  certainly  it  was  here 
that  I  first  became  fond  of  horses. 

1906,  the  year  we  came  to  Ludlngton,  I  was  five  years  of  age  and 
time  to  start  school.  My  first  enrollment  was  at  the  first  ward,  Lakeview 
School,  two  incidents  stand  in  my  memory  from  that  year.  Once  a  child 
who  was  a  bit  "odd"  rang  the  big  school  bell  and  started  quite  a  commo¬ 
tion,  everyone  hurried  to  the  fire  exits  and  there  was  considerable  con¬ 
fusion,  I  can  remember  that  the  suspicion  narrowed  down  to  myself  and 
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^01  0(11  al  med  Ufciti*  e  dJtw  ^eiod  s  bo^o  elqoaq  2Cj^l«wd  to  eebto 
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Uo\v  (tir/TUatv  5(W  jqo;<  *H  .nawfioftoo  art)  toI  Bishflup  cr^vll  bn® 

ii?  weoiiy  Holn  ol  aatlpa  B’maaioni  «  ic  bartoJlrf  «d  ol  ^bflsi  baa 
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to  atsw  ®ea(n#*<l  ®iii  to  rfouM  .ao&q  ytovll  e  16  enlman  m  lalBToq  bUiow 
e9«K.ri  laocto  taildjow  .((d  b«q<:  e®  bon^alto 

ft^jvbt.  »riJ  iiJlW  .lit!  onlwoa  c(iol  a  bna  ©ncm  fi  ea  Jnttlroqml^Bfl  aw 
oi  Jaui  '>(11  fttow  a.'llol  wb-oJ-Itow  amii*  saarfj  -exjalneo 
aiiil)  .  ttiS^ttoarto  adi  amcoad  nomdoaoo  *(11  n^rtl  ,8Tto  Dslilb^  oJ  ^avnro 
at  viiboJ  aov*  dolriw  ^‘iobnalq*  baa  qmoq  la^?»T  to  cia  n®  ^  bn»  an) 

-Joqe  a(U  ni  ad  oi  deiw  ortw  aJlto  to  noileiaaac  Tdrilon®  \d  baJSJlml 


arti  ni  owoi  &^i9vt.  atcU  to  ti»ftoo(3  laoila  srfj  i#ukv 

al  oiow  fioliqiibecto  baa  Wl  -riav*  to  eaEtod  'fllo  to  J**®^*^ 

edil/ft  aai  «&  lel  a®  amial  adJ  marl  »meo  abaibnud  T»rilo  ^sau  Yitob 
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iiiuoa  s««iod  'ifW  ^caonlq  x^yf  to  too  id  .aanicd  Jeoin  \o  nl  JJ 

,Yfivy  otototaoa  t  nl  .aeaniaud  delid  a  bib  eoioJa  b«»l 
-ortwto®  luO  .»naaa  nBoliamA  aril  rnoii  baaaaq  anil  Baiod  »itJ  Jcdl  larpar  I 
Haw  '>&  h^noq^0i\r$As  »aeiori  luldilai  e  to  aoalq  adJ^^  lavan 
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atoaiod  odJ  ot  nnoliioo  of  Uvno  €r#tl  no  tnwll  aqi^a  w 

.Jdpin  OJ  prunrom  iOoru  baoda  ^adJ  ea  nem  •aajb 
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-aetori  itio-a  a«?t»nH  wo  loi  tijrtiT  wlam  bluow  ^rfjlait  tolnn£»^  yrti 
ooiJ  tortteodo  ©(Ubaoxqa  orU  lAbal/-  .woltotoncvl  ^(d 

1  n(5d»  lAiiafl  eaalpoUie  '■.....  abniut  ^^dllmt  avaUlv  tdi 
aeoeoao  cl  n  .nafti  naliopioi  aaodJ  to  UoJ  b/i»  taawe  taanod  »di 
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several  other  boys  in  my  class,  the  consequences  of  this  offense  1  es¬ 
caped,  but  was  not  so  lucky  another  time  when  two  girls  reported  that 
they  heard  me  swear.  I  did  not  understand  what  it  was  all  about,  but 
even  so,  the  teacher  kept  me  after  school  and  washed  my  mouth  out  with 
soap.  1  still  think  I  was  wrongly  accused  and  believe  that  the  profane 
words  attributed  to  me  were  likely  a  mixture  of  Swedish  as  I  could  not 
speak  much  English  at  that  time. 

My  parents  Joined  the  local  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  shortly  after 
coming  to  Ludington.  The  percentage  of  Scandinavians  in  this  community 
was  exceptionally  large,  a  large  segment  was  made  up  of  a  Finnish  settle¬ 
ment  along  the  harbor  who  engaged  in  commercial  fishing.  It  is  my  apprai¬ 
sal,  that  most  Finlanders  have  considerable  musical  talent.  They  were 
also  dedicated  church  people  and  it  was  a  thrill  even  to  us  youngsters  to 
see  the  large  families  come  into  the  church  and  fill  an  entire  pew  for  eight 
and  part  of  another.  Usually  the  Finns  came  early  for  the  service  and  they 
would  group  together  quite  prominently  in  the  front  rows  .  Many  times  in 
the  singing  of  certain  hymns,  these  parishioners  would  literally  raise  the 
roof,  I  am  sure  many  members  came  expressly  to  church  to  hear  the  Fin¬ 
landers  sing,  many  were  in  the  choir  and  others  were  soloists.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  going  to  church,  I  recall  that  the  large  pipe  organ  was  pumped 
manually,  we  kids  thought  it  was  fun  to  volunteer  our  services  to  relieve 
the  appointed  organ  pumper.  Wlien  all  the  stops  were  pulled  out,  it  re¬ 
quired  two  of  us  youngsters  to  man  the  handle. 

In  the  fall  of  1908,  Dad  bought  a  newly  built  home  located  near  the 
easterly  edge  of  town.  Fie  paid  $950.00,  it  had  six  rooms  with  woodshed 
attached.  It  had  electric  lights  and  gas,  but  no  bathroom  as  it  had  neither 
city  sewer  or  city  water.  As  was  the  case  with  most  homes  of  this  era, 
it  had  the  conventional  little  house  in  the  back  of  the  lot,  however,  it  did 
have  a  hand  pump  at  the  kitchen  sink.  There  was  no  basement,  as  fur¬ 
naces  were  not  in  common  use  as  yet.  The  house  was  heated  by  stoves, 
coal  and  wood  was  stored  in  the  woodshed.  I  now  attended  the  second 
ward.  "Longfellow"  school,  it  now  took  Dad  about  twenty  minutes  to  walk 
to  the  shop. 

1909.  The  Star  Watch  Case  Company  boosted  Dad's  wage  to  30 
cents  an  hour  when  we  came  to  Ludington,  now  he  was  raised  again  to  35 
cents.  Dad  had  been  suffering  from  chronic  asthma  for  many  months,  this 
affliction  grew  worse  until  he  decided  to  take  a  trip  to  Denver,  Colorado, 
in  search  of  relief.  He  left  February  9th  and  returned  in  about  six  weeks 
somewhat  relieved  but  it  was  only  temporary,  soon  the  attacks  were  as 
violent  as  before.  Today  these  attacks  can  be  greatly  minimized  with 
wonderful  drugs,  but  at  that  time  this  affliction  was  terrible,  he  coughed 
violently  until  exhausted. 

Our  new  home  was  on  the  "frontier,"  many  vacant  areas  were  near¬ 
by,  one  such  tract  was  directly  across  the  street.  Here,  we  kids  "chose- 
up-sides"  and  played  hard  with  an  improvised  ball  and  bat.  A  few  hundred 
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Jen  Muo9  i  Bii’ilBlbdvae  lo  eru^ixim  e  yleill  eiaw  em  oj  beJocliUJe  abiow 

.emlJ  iAcli  se  tialleA.*!  cioum 

T»iU  /iOiurtO  nJsieiiJfU  rtalbewE  Itool  eriJ  bonlo(  einaieq  yM 

YJinummoO  eirii  ai  en^iivaiutoaouB  to  e<?eJn^io’idq’eiTr  ,noJi?nlbt*J  oJ  pnlmoo 
'•elifos  fieinnil  t  lo  qu  abam  aew  Jnemviaa  epiel  e  ylienoUqeoxe  zew 

ioiqqft  Yia  ul  J{  .'pnlrtail  Itioxammoo  ni  b»(>avna  orlw  loUieri  sriJ  pnole  Jnam 
ai»w  Yswfr  ^KiaJtoJ  Uol-aiJm  eldbieblsnoo  everi  aiebnelnil  Jeom  laiii  ^lea 
oi  atsJfcyrtuoY  Zu  <3l  aave  Utiiij  e  aew  >i  bne  alqoaq  rfotudo  boicsoibob  oale 
in^io  Kd  woq  ckiiJiie  itb  ibl  brtu  daiuri-j  «(ti  olixi  emco  aelllmel  ecitel  etU  sea 
yofli  bn»i  d'jlviaa  edJ  lol  \hti«  enal'l  eili  ylleuaU  .isrijone  lo  fieq  bne 
rtl  aeiAti  yn^W.  ,avtoi  Jnoil  atb  ni  yUnf^nlffioiq  aJlup  lertJe^/oj  quotp  bluow 
ed:  eeJon  bluow  aiMoutaiioq  otarlJ  ^ermiYrt  nl&neo  lo  pnipnia  oiiJ 

-fUl  9<tJ  rloiuilo  OJ  yiaftaiqxd  oraeb  aiadtncun  ynem  eioa  mo  1  ,looi 

-3;ajmo:  Ill  .zfaioicd  etevw  nbHio  bju>  lioflo  e/ij  ni  oiow  ynem  iprila  anebnel 
bitqnatq  arAy  ai^ipo  aqi^l  tciU  Lleoai  I  ^doiiido  oi  pnicp  flftw  noli 

ovoiiaToJ  »eolr»«ta  n*o  leoinuiov  oJ  nul  aew  ii  jrlpi/odj  abl.l  ow  ^Ylleuniun 
-wi  U  ,iiio  bt^lluq  «iow  aqo/a  «ilj  lie  nedW  .itKjmuq  nepio  boJnioqqe  eiU 

.eibned  odJ  ne<n  of  noJapnaoy  zu  lo  owi  boiiup 

i&dd  I'SJftool  omoii  tUad  ylwttn  e  Jdpuod  bed  ^8061  lo  ilel  erU  nl 
b9ii6bo<a^//  tiiiv/  amocn  xl«  bed  ti  ^00.0882  bioq  oH  .rtwoi  lo  opbs  yhejaoo 
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yards  beyond  our  ball  diamond  began  a  large  expanse  of  cutover  timber 
land  which  had  now  grown  over  with  scrub  cedars  and  bushes.  Here  we 
gleefully  shouted  our  battle  cries  and  challenged  Imaginary  Indians  in 
the  tradition  of  the  "wild  west."  This  "battleground"  was  a  part  of  a 
larger  tract  of  a  thousand  acres  which  was  used  to  pasture  cows.  Every¬ 
day  in  summer,  a  man  drove  a  herd  past  our  home  to  graze  on  the  cutover 
land.  The  cows  numbered  about  thirty,  they  were  owned  by  many  individ¬ 
ual  city  folks.  The  herdsman  called  at  the  various  backyard  bams  and 
rounded  up  the  animals  early  in  the  morning  and  returned  them  in  late 
afternoon . 

During  those  years,  it  was  customary  to  conduct  a  "Swedish  Summer 
School"  for  about  three  weeks,  attendance  of  this  school,  for  me,  seemed 
a  waste  of  time.  For  diversion  in  school,  I  kept  busy  by  catching  flies, 
at  which  I  became  quite  adept.  Then  too,  there  was  an  abundance  of 
"sand-burrs"  growing  in  the  alleys,  and  during  this  time  of  year,  they 
were  the  prickiest.  We  kids  were  permitted  to  run  barefooted  during  the 
summer  but  we  were  on  the  alert  for  sand-burrs  which  drew  blood  when 
stepped  upon.  It  was  the  healthiest  specimens  which  we  gathered  and 
concealed  until  the  opportune  moment.  When  one  of  the  kids  in  school 
was  about  to  sit  down,  we  deftly  laid  a  sprig  of  the  choicest  burrs  upon 
the  wood  seat.  Ordinary  britches  afforded  him  little  protection  and  the 
kid  would  jump  up  and  bellow  in  consternation  I 

At  the  end  of  summer  school,  we  looked  forward  to  a  picnic.  It  was 
held  at  the  picnic  grounds  at  Buttersfield ,  which  was  reached  aboard  a 
motor  launch  across  Pere  Marquette  Lake.  The  first  thing  Axel  did  when 
he  got  there,  was  to  climb  a  large  beech  tree  and  out  on  a  low  liriib.  Yes, 
as  you  may  have  guessed,  he  fell,  striking  his  head  on  some  sharp  object, 
making  a  gash  on  the  top  of  his  head.  I  believe  Axel  lost  considerable 
blood,  for  he  moved  over  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree  out  of  the  hot  sun  and 
fell  asleep,  or  possibly  became  unconscious.  Some  time  later,  he  awak¬ 
ened  in  time  to  catch  the  last  launch,  for  him  there  had  been  no  picnic. 
Ernest  and  I  were  frightened  over  his  accident  and  promptly  told  Mother 
on  arrival  at  home.  Axel's  hair  was  a  mat  of  dried  blood.  Mother  cleaned 
the  wound  and  put  him  to  bed,  but  not  without  anxiety.  He  minimized  the 
episode  so  as  to  cause  no  great  alarm.  However,  it  did  leave  a  telltale 
scar,  fortunately  his  hair  usually  conceals  it. 

After  living  in  the  new  house  on  Franklin  Street  for  about  a  year. 

Dad  sold  it  and  bought  a  farm  about  a  mile  from  the  easterly  city  limits. 

We  moved  there  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1909.  Dad's  health  was  still 
troublesome  and  he  thought  the  country  air  would  be  a  tonic.  It  was  now 
a  20  minute  ride  by  bicycle  to  the  shop  where  Dad  worked;  if  he  had  no 
asthma,  he  could  walk  it  in  45  minutes.  I  was  now  eight  and  in  the  third 
grade,  and  was  required  to  attend  a  nearby  country  school  called  "Wing 
School."  It  was  only  one  large  room  and  there  were  about  2  0  pupils,  the 
lady  teacher  taught  all  grades  from  primary  through  the  sixth.  A  couple 
years  later  the  top  grade  was  reduced'to  the  "fifth."  Some  of  the  boys 
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in  the  sixth  grade  were  over  sixteen,  I  guess  they  had  stayed  at  home  so 
much  to  help  with  the  work  that  they  had  not  advanced  each  year.  One  of 
these  boys,  by  the  name  of  Ira,  was  unruly  and  would  sass  the  teacher 
and  made  a  lot  of  trouble  for  her  in  maintaining  discipline.  One  day  the 
superintendent  of  schools  came  out  from  the  city,  he  carried  a  big  strap, 
Ira  was  escorted  to  the  woodshed  in  the  rear.  Soon  we  winced  as  we 
heard  a  commotion  followed  by  cries  of  pain.  The  superintendent  shortly 
was  on  his  way  back  to  town  with  his  horse  and  buggy  and  all  was  serene, 
Ira,  in  tears,  returned  to  the  classroom  and  thereafter  was  meek  as  a  lamb 

In  opposite  corners  of  the  woodshed  was  the  "outside"  plumbing,  in 
front  of  the  school  house  stood  the  pump  and  flag  pole.  The  one  room  was 
heated  by  a  stove,  those  kids  seated  close  by  could  roast,  while  others 
might  freeze.  I  remember  most  the  good  times  we  had  during  recess  and 
at  noon  hour.  All  kids  carried  their  lunch,  besides  playing  ball,  there 
were  many  games  played  with  the  girls.  In  winter  there  were  ponds  frozen 
over  in  the  field  adjoining  the  school,  and  at  noon  we  would  skate  like 
mad.  On  the  stormiest  days,  a  neighbor  would  get  the  stove  started  an 
hour  or  two  early,  a  few  times  it  stormed  so  bad  that  school  was  not  held. 
Many  times  we  took  Dad  to  work  with  the  horse  and  cutter  as  the  walking 
was  terrible,  on  the  return  trip,  we  would  pick  up  the  teacher  at  her  home 
and  take  her  to  the  school. 

Let  us  discuss  the  farm  Dad  purchased  for  $2  700.  To  reach  it,  you 
would  take  the  main  street  (Ludlngton  Avenue)  and  go  east  about  Oiie  mile 
from  the  business  district  to  "Jabobys  Comer,"  then  north  one  quarter 
mile  on  the  Manistee  Road.  Our  home  could  be  seen  from  the  corner,  it 
was  the  first  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  In  front  of  the  house, 
along  the  road,  was  the  traditional  picket  fence  with  clinging  vines  of 
roses  and  morning  glories.  Midway  of  the  fence,  a  swinging  gate  and  a 
rural  mall  box  marked  the  entrance,  the  path  to  the  house,  led  between 
luxurious  lilac  bushes  with  violets  growing  beneath  in  wild  profusion. 
Drenched  in  the  sun  to  the  south  of  the  house  were  small  beds  of  pansies, 
nasturtiums  and  other  flowers  that  thrived  in  the  sandy  soil,  to  the  north 
was  the  orchard  with  a  dozen  varieties  of  fruit.  To  the  rear  was  a  very 
old  bam  and  other  farm  buildings  which  were  sorely  in  need  of  paint, 
between  the  house  and  bam  stood  the  windmill.  The  house  was  of  the 
square  type,  one  and  a  half  stories  in  height,  and  was  in  a  fair  condition. 
It  was  in  this  poetic  invironment  that  my  brothers  and  1  spent  our  early 
youth . 


Our  farm  of  35  acres  when  purchased  could  be  roughly  divided  into 
four  quarters,  two  quarters  for  wooded  area  and  pasture,  one  for  orchards 
and  .another  planted  to  berries  and  field  crops.  The  latter  quarter  of 
about  eight  acres,  was  only  2  5%  of  the  farm  but  consumed  90%  of  the 
manual  labor.  The  work  that  was  most  aggravating  to  us  little  kids,  was 
confined  to  less  than  an  acre  of  vegetables  planted  in  rows  only  fifteen 
inches  apart.  Here  it  seems,  the  weeds  were  most  proliferous  and  bent 
on  strangling  the  slower  maturing  crop  plants  ,  it  was  here  we  dragged 
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along  on  our  knees  day  after  day,  striving  to  win  the  race  of  weed  eradica¬ 
tion.  Mother  helped  with  the  weeding  and  thinning  as  much  as  she  was 
able,  but  she  had  to  work  while  stooped  over  and  this  she  could  not  en¬ 
dure.  However,  she  did  keep  us  supplied  with  cool  grape  or  raspberry 
juice  of  which  we  were  fond.  Imagine,  if  you  can,  how  busy  we  were, 
weeds  were  a  constant  threat  everywhere.  Simultaneously  there  was  a 
steady  ripening  of  berries  which  commenced  with  strawberries  in  June  and 
ended  with  grapes  before  frost.  Sandwiched  between  the  strawberries  and 
grapes  were  many  varieties  of  other  berries  and  tree  fruits.  In  "spare  time" 
we  raised  corn,  oats  and  hay  plus  doing  the  usual  barn  chores  and  milking. 
Some  of  the  soil  on  our  farm  was  only  little  better  than  beach  sand  but  we 
managed  to  grow  something  on  every  foot  of  it.  Perhaps  we  could  never 
have  made  more  than  a  decent  living,  but  we  were  a  happy  lot.  I  think 
most  of  us  put  too  much  stress  on  money  in  the  bank,  happiness  is  also 
wealth . 

Grandfather,  Gustaf  R,  ,  came  from  Elgin  every  winter  to  aid  us. 

First  he  helped  to  move  the  house  to  a  higher  site,  next  he  built  an  addi¬ 
tion  for  a  new  kitchen  and  bath.  Once  he  stayed  until  early  summer  to 
construct  a  new  barn  with  cement  floors  and  model  layout  for  a  small  farm. 
One  winter  while  he  was  cutting  dormers  into  the  roof  to  form  two  bedrooms, 
he  kept  a  coal  stove  in  operation  which  almost  proved  disastrous.  Grand¬ 
father  removed  the  hot  ashes  from  the  stove  into  a  coal  bucket  preparatory 
to  hitching  up  old  Prince  to  the  cutter,  and  driving  to  the  factory  to  give 
Dad  a  ride  home.  On  their  return  in  the  early  darkness  of  winter.  Dad 
noticed  a  reflection  of  flame  coming  from  the  window  of  our  upstairs.  He 
hastened  to  investigate  and  found  the  floor  beneath  the  bucket  of  ashes 
was  ablaze.  One  pall  of  water  extinguished  the  fire,  but  it  is  likely  that 
in  another  ten  minutes  our  home  would  have  gone  up  in  smoke.  After  this 
near  catastrophe,  the  stove  was  discontinued  and  we  all  slept  without 
heat. 


As  related  heretofore,  there  were  only  a  few  automobiles  on  the 
streets  of  Ludlngton  in  1909,  almost  all  vehicular  traffic  was  horse  drawn, 
all  deliveries  from  various  merchants  were  made  by  horse  and  wagon. 
Usually  the  merchants  stabled  their  horses  in  the  alley  to  the  rear,  and 
stored  the  manure  in  large  boxes  with  covers,.  Dad,  in  his  lust  to  improve 
our  soil  on  the  farm,  made  arrangements  with  a  number  of  merchants  to 
clean  out  their  stable  boxes  weekly  on  a  gratis  basis.  Us  kids  fell  heir 
to  this  "smelly"  job,  we  were  so  small  that  it  took  two  of  us  to  lift  the 
heavy  hinged  covers.  In  summer,  we  kids  were  eager  to  go  barefooted 
and  as  the  manure  heated  from  natural  bacterial  action,  it  was  like  stand¬ 
ing  in  a  steam  chest  prompting  us  to  work  furiously  while  throwing  the 
stuff  on  the  wagon.  It  was  not  a  pleasant  job  but  we  did  not  mind  the 
work,  however,  it  was  most  embarrassing  to  meet  girls  we  knew  while 
seated  high  on  a  load  of  odorous  fertilizer.  We  also  hauled  manure  from 
a  couple  cowbams ,  there  we  had  to  pay  2  5  cents  a  load.  However,  the 
job  was  essential  to  the  farm.  The  wind  would  erode  the  thin  top  soil 
and  expose  the  sand  below  which  would  then  blow  away  leaving  a  scene 
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resembling  a  sand  dune.  By  continuous  fertilizing,  crops  could  be  grown 
to  control  the  wind  erosion.  We  hauled  manure  every  Saturday  with  few 
exceptions  during  the  eight  years  we  were  on  the  farm. 

While  it  may  appear  that  there  was  no  time  left  for  fun,  this  was  not 
entirely  true,  working  hard  caused  us  to  appreciate  fun  time  all  the  more. 
We  four  had  bicycles,  and  an  extra  one  for  a  "spare."  Dad  learned  how 
to  repair  them  when  he  was  a  kid;  he  was  an  expert  at  taking  parts  from 
several  Junk  bikes  to  make  one  good  one.  We  marveled  at  his  mechanical 
ability  and  I  am  sure  some  of  it  did  rub  off  on  his  sons  as  we  sought  to 
assist  him.  Very  few  fathers  spent  as  much  time  with  their  children  as 
did  our  Dad,  he  enjoyed  doing  the  things  we  wanted  to  do.  Sometimes, 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  we  would  ride  on  our  bikes  far  out  into  the  country 
and  return  Just  before  dark.  When  the  temperature  of  the  water  permitted 
swimming,  we  would  mount  our  bikes  and  ride  about  one  mile  north  to 
Lincoln  River.  There,  we  would  dive  from  the  bridge  and  have  various 
contests  with  all  the  kids  in  the  neighborhood.  I  was  only  a  fair  swimmer 
and  a  poor  diver,  but  the  memory  of  these  trips  to  the  old  swimming  nole 
are  the  most  pleasant  of  my  early  youth. 

In  winter  and  early  spring,  the  thaws  would  flood  the  fields  and  then 
freeze  to  form  a  huge  skating  rink.  Dad  would  put  on  skates  along  with  us 
kids  and  then  proceed  to  show  us  some  intricate  figure  skating  that  we 
could  not  emulate.  Dad  at  this  time  was  about  3  5  years  old  but  was  un¬ 
usually  agile  and  wirery  when  not  troubled  with  asthma.  Dad  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  our  obsession  to  capture  squirrels  and  chipmunks  in  box  traps  , 

We  put  the  little  animals  into  screened  cages  which  had  little  boxes  in  the 
upper  comers  for  their  nests,  tiny  ladders  led  to  the  hole  in  the  boxes. 

For  their  exercise  we  made  a  wheel  with  a  ball-bearing  hub  for  a  spindle, 
the  hub  had  been  taken  from  the  front  wheel  of  a  bicycle.  The  wheel  was 
attached  to  the  side  of  the  cage  and  holes  were  matched  so  the  animals 
could  enter  the  wheel.  They  would  run  and  spin  the  wheel  for  hours  at  a 
time  and  watching  these  little  fellows  perform  was  a  source  of  much  enjoy¬ 
ment.  We  tried  to  make  them  feel  at  "home"  but  were  not  very  successful, 
as  when  they  gave  birth  to  young,  they  would  destroy  them. 

To  say  we  kids  were  angels  would  be  a  gross  overstatement,  to  many 
victims  of  our  pranks  we  would  be  regarded  as  "little  stinkers."  Our  par¬ 
ents  were  wise  to  us,  and  we  "tasted"  the  switch  on  dozens  of  occasions. 
When  Mother  would  report  to  Dad  on  his  return  home  from  the  shop  that  we 
had  disobeyed  instructions,  or  fractured  rules  of  propriety,  we  kids  were 
well  aware  of  the  consequences  and  prepared  for  the  worst.  Usually  we 
were  directed  to  go  out  into  the  yard  and  cut  our  own  switch  from  a  birch 
tree.  From  experience  we  learned  that  the  heavier  and  more  unwieldy  it 
was,  the  less  severe  it  would  be;  to  further  minimize  the  penetration,  we 
would  pad  our  britches.  On  one  such  chastisement,  brother  Ernest  had  not 
tucked  in  his  padding  properly  and  it  caught  on  the  switch  and  was  cast 
out  into  the  room,  this  was  good  for  several  extra  applications  on  the  bare 
buttocks  . 
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Getting  back  to  our  farm.  Dad  took  leave  from  the  factory  in  March, 
1910,  to  devote  full  time  to  improving  the  land  and  buildings.  He  loved 
to  see  things  grow  and  he  worked  long  hours  with  a  lust,  this  acted  as  a 
therapy  which  brought  improvement  to  his  health.  Dad  went  back  to  the 
factory  at  Christmas  time,  receiving  3  5  cents  per  hour,  working  10  hours 
a  day  for  $3.50,  and  getting  a  weekly  salary  of  $2  1.00,  this  was  consid¬ 
ered  an  unusually  high  wage.  During  those  first  years  on  the  farm,  1  re¬ 
call  that  each  summer,  a  dozen  wagons  of  gypsies  would  camp  in  the  forest 
along  the  road,  north  of  our  farm.  They  would  stay  about  a  month  during 
which  the  warning  was  circulated  to  be  on  the  alert,  that  they  made  their 
living  by  stealing.  It  was  even  said  they  stole  children  as  there  were  a 
great  many  of  them.  This  may  have  been  a  fabrication,  but  it  was  very 
effective  in  keeping  us  kids  close  to  home  for  the  duration.  To  my  know¬ 
ledge,  the  gypsies  did  no  manual  labor,  this  nomadic  wagon  train  wandered 
south  in  winter,  their  chief  income  was  derived  from  trading  horses. 

In  my  youth,  horse  traders  were  considered  the  most  unscrupulous 
of  sharp  practitioners,  more  so  than  our  present  used  car  dealers.  In  this 
connection,  I  remember  an  atrocious  Incident.  Some  men  conducted  a 
cattle  slaughter  business  in  Ludington,  every  day  their  wagon  scoured  the 
countryside  seeking  to  buy  cows  and  calves  for  butchering.  They  traveled 
far  and  wide  and  their  horses  were  on  a  trot  most  of  the  time  to  cover  the 
long  distances.  The  teams  they  drove  were  unusually  high  steppers  and 
spirited.  On  many  occasions  they  stopped  at  our  farm  to  Inquire  about 
animals.  Subsequently,  these  men  were  arraigned  in  court  to  answer  a 
charge  of  deliberately  blinding  their  horses  with  acid.  A  blind  horse  steps 
high  to  avoid  stumbling  and  becomes  nervous  and  excitable,  forever  living 
in  fear  of  being  whipped. 

In  1910,  we  saw  the  first  "horseless  carriages"  on  the  streets  of 
Ludington,  they  were  noisy  vehicles  with  hard  rubber  tires  and  a  sprocket 
chain  was  attached  to  each  rear  wheel,  the  headlights  burned  "presto-lite 
gas"  with  the  container  strapped  to  the  running  board.  I  recall  that  after 
we  had  moved  our  house  to  higher  ground  and  finished  the  remodeling,  we 
hired  a  painter  and  decorator  by  the  name  of  Wangen.  Wangen  came  to 
our  job  driving  a  Stanley  Steamer,  I  remember  also  that  he  did  not  have 
rubber  tires  on  the  rear.  Instead  he  had  wrapped  a  very  large  coll  of  rope 
around  the  wheels.  This  was  the  era  when  horses  were  easily  frightened 
and  it  was  not  safe  to  let  youngsters  or  women  drive  a  horse  to  town,  how¬ 
ever,  old  Prince  was  only  mildly  afraid.  I  recall  that  when  a  car  was  seen 
coming  toward  us,  we  would  hold  the  reins  taut  and  brace  ourselves  for  a 
possible  attempt  to  run  away. 

On  July  4,  1911,  a  large  celebration  took  place  on  the  lake  shore, 
it  commemorated  the  completion  of  harbor  construction.  It  was  called 
"Million  Dollar  Jubilee."  In  addition  to  the  usual  aquatic  stunts  and 
races,  it  featured  the  presence  of  a  hydroplane.  It  taxied  in  the  harbor 
channel  past  the  reviewing  stand  many  times,  the  single  engine  roared 
with  acceleration  and  we  marveled  at  its  terrific  speed,  it  was  the  first 
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plane  we  had  seen.  We  had  read  about  a  machine  that  could  fly  which 
had  been  perfected  by  Orville  and  Wilbur  Wright  in  1905,  but  it  was  dif¬ 
ficult  to  believe.  Now  we  had  seen  one,  making  this  a  day  never  to  be 
forgotten . 

About  this  time  we  committed  a  couple  "stinkers."  The  Hamlin  Lake 
summer  resort  was  some  five  miles  beyond  our  farm  on  the  same  road.  Two 
or  three  times  a  week,  a  man  with  team  and  open  wagon  would  drive  past 
our  home  with  a  load  of  groceries  for  the  resort  trade.  I  recollect  on  a 
couple  occasions,  we  kids  sneaked  up  behind  the  loaded  wagon  as  it  pass¬ 
ed  to  grab  off  a  few  bananas  from  a  stem.  We  were  not  hungry,  it  was  all 
for  fun . 

Another  time  we  could  not  resist  a  temptation  of  another  sort.  A  man 
frequently  passed  our  home  with  a  load  of  hay  to  be  delivered  in  the  town, 
when  homeward  bound  he  usually  was  asleep  and  the  horses  were  permitted 
to  go  without  guidance.  One  day  toward  evening  the  team  was  going  toward 
home  as  usual  with  the  driver  lying  in  the  bed  of  the  wagon.  We  kids 
sneaked  out  from  the  bushes  to  tie  the  team  to  a  telephone  pole,  it  was 
still  tied  there  late  at  night,  then  we  considered  untying  the  horses,  but 
were  afraid  to  do  so,  anyway  the  rig  was  gone  the  next  morning.  We  were 
sure  the  man  had  been  doing  considerable  drinking  and  was  intoxicated 
each  time  he  left  town.  Possibly  this  was  our  "good  deed",  perhaps  the 
man  swore  off  liquor. 

On  the  farm  we  had  two  very  fine  neighbors,  Mr.  Johnson  lived 
directly  across  the  road,  he  was  a  widower  and  his  family  was  almost 
grown,  Minnie,  about  16,  and  her  brother  John,  18,  were  at  home.  The 
other  tried  and  true  neighbor  lived  off  the  main  road  on  a  sandy  side  road 
to  the  rear  of  our  farm,  their  name  was  Ole  Olson.  The  Olsons  had  several 
children,  some  were  married  but  the  four  youngest  were  girls  about  our  age. 
It  was  not  far  to  their  home  if  we  cut  through  the  woods  to  the  back  of  our 
farm.  Our  parents  and  the  Olsons  visited  back  and  forth  through  the  long 
winter  months  and  we  boys  looked  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  playing  all 
sorts  of  games  with  the  girls.  Never  has  anyone  had  more  kind  and  ami¬ 
able  neighbors  than  the  Olsons  and  Johnsons. 

In  1913-14,  Mother  was  expecting  a  child.  On  June  13,  a  baby 
brother  was  bom,  he  was  named  Oscar.  We  kids  went  to  the  hospital  to 
greet  the  new  addition  and  from  our  casual  appraisal  he  was  a  good  look¬ 
ing  "chap,"  and  potential  baseball  timber.  Oscar  was  strong  and  healthy 
when  suddenly  after  three  days  he  began  having  respiratory  difficulties 
and  succumbed.  The  following  day  on  the  17th,  we  took  little  Oscar  to 
the  cemetery.  The  transportation  consisted  of  a  two  horse  hack,  the 
minister  sat  with  the  driver.  Dad,  with  the  casket  on  his  knees,  and  we 
three  boys  filled  the  Interior.  Oscar  was  burled  in  the  shade  of  a  maple 
tree  and  a  wooden  marker  was  placed  thereon.  On  returning  to  Ludington 
in  later  years,  1  have  tried  to  locate  the  grave  of  little  Oscar  by  memory 
but  have  failed.  A  fire  in  the  sexton's  residence  many  years  ago  destroyed 
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records  of  interments .  We  have  often  remarked  that  this  little  fellow  de¬ 
served  to  lie  in  a  plot  near  his  parents  in  Elgin. 

Our  dairy  "department"  on  the  farm  was  the  best  revenue  producer. 
Soon  after  milking  was  done,  one  or  two  of  us  boys  would  carry  the  milk 
to  a  neighbor,  across  from  the  school,  who  had  a  milk  delivery  route  in 
town.  He  paid  us  four  cents  a  quart  in  cash  each  time  we  brought  it  over. 
He  peddled  it  for  seven  cents.  We  carried  the  milk  in  closed  cans  holding 
two  or  three  gallons,  sometimes  we  had  so  much  milk  that  one  could  not 
carry  it  alone.  The  milk  was  heavy,  and  I  remember  that  we  would  set  the 
cans  down  and  rest  several  times  on  the  way  there. 

I  have  told  you  about  all  the  tedious  labors  performed  on  our  farm. 
While  many  weeks  were  spent  weeding  on  the  knees  and  picking  berries 
and  more  weeks  consumed  in  picking  the  larger  fruit,  there  was  also  a 
constant  hoeing  operation  continued  throughout  the  summer.  However, 
to  set  the  record  straight,  1  will  say  that  we  kids  would  deviate  by  doing 
a  disappearing  act  for  an  hour  or  so  on  several  occasions.  This  consisted 
of  hiding  our  bicycles  in  the  orchard  or  in  the  com  field  on  a  hot  summer 
afternoon,  then  on  the  all  clear  signal,  we  would  be  off  to  the  river  for  a 
bit  of  a  dip.  When  we  got  back,  we  would  work  hard  to  make  up  for  lost 
time.  These  clandestine  swims  had  great  appeal,  something  like  playing 
hooky  from  school. 

In  1913,  the  Wing  school  no  longer  taught  above  the  fifth  grade,  so 
I  traveled  about  two  miles  to  the  previous  Longfellow  School  in  town.  It 
was  a  half  mile  shorter  by  taking  a  path  through  the  woods.  Now,  the 
recess  periods  and  noon  hour  did  not  provide  the  extra  time  to  play,  which 
I  craved  so  much.  In  summer  we  rode  home  on  our  bicycles  for  lunch, 
after  school  we  were  expected  home  in  a  few  minutes  to  feed  and  care  for 
all  the  animals,  get  in  the  daily  supply  of  fuel,  and  take  the  milk  over  to 
the  milkman.  Then,  too,  all  the  lamps  and  lanterns  had  to  be  filled  with 
kerosene  and  the  glass  chimneys  cleaned  on  the  inside.  In  the  evening  we 
usually  had  school  work  to  do.  If  it  was  late  fall,  it  was  customary  on 
Saturdays  to  dump  several  wagon  loads  of  carrots  and  turnips  into  the  base¬ 
ment,  these  would  require  several  evenings  during  the  week  to  cut  off  the 
green  tops  and  to  place  in  bins.  We  would  all  sit  on  low  stools  and  work 
for  hours  topping  the  many  tons  of  vegetables. 

During  the  winters  we  were  on  the  farm,  there  was  a  mass  movement 
of  logging  sleighs.  In  the  late  afternoons  huge  loads  of  logs  would  be 
drawn  past  the  school  house.  The  heavy  loads  pulled  easily  on  the  level 
if  the  roadway  was  packed  hard  but  there  was  not  always  snow  everywhere. 
Sometimes  the  men  would  gather  snow  to  cover  the  bare  places  and  would 
help  each  other  over  them  by  hitching  on  extra  teams  in  tandem.  Once  a 
fellow  we  knew  as  Bjorklund  who  had  a  reputation  for  cruelty  to  animals, 
became  stalled  in  front  of  the  school  house  on  a  bare  spot  upon  which  he 
had  neglected  to  scatter  snow.  When  the  horses  became  exhausted  from 
continuous  tugging  he  proceeded  to  whip  them  with  a  log  chain.  We  called 
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.jtnfti  lAo  00  l>»ftnc<la»»4  eiodfal  tjjoAbsJ  ariJ  11b  luodfi  ooy  bloJ  evori  I 
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boseiMub  e4rfT  .  enoitiuaoo  iftiovoa  no  ot  to  luoit  no  lol  loe  pnnboqqotlb  b 
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oa  «ebr/H}  rillil  &di  avoUp  J(ipu«J  lapncl  on  loodoa  QoiW  »dJ  ^£IBI  rd 
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rioldw  OJ  abui  auva  adj  abivoiq  Jon  bib  ivort  noqn  bne  aboliao  aaaoai 

,doQui  tol  ituloYOid  Juo  no  a<ttufl  aboi  aw  uifanwa  nl  .doya*  0®  bavoio  1 
loi  oiBo  bAii  boot  oJ  i^wnUrt  waJ  a  nl  swncif  baioaqxa  oiaw  fw  loodoa  lotlo 
OJ  lovo  .11x01  Bill  *3(*>i  bAf>  ,tayl  k*  YU*»b  a«tt  tU  ^4^Q  * iUi»r.:tn^. ilo 
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xnojnyvojn  aafev  a  w  ,<oifci  am  no  maw  ow  aiasrvw  wu  ymiu»a 

■kI  H^ow  apud  extoomaxla  ajol  adJ  id  .adplaia  pnlppol  Jo 

l5«val  »*<)j  fio  ylittia  ,baliuq’iibii®l  yvBori  iwti'  ,at'i*od  loodba  aril  JaBQ  nwoib 
.oiadwYidVo  Wfcura  ayiwjfi  Jon  j-bw  itM  biad  db^owi  ibw  Yt-wbfcoi  adi  JI 
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^elcinlAB, Of  yilaino  loi  notJoJoqm  ft  boii  o/lw  bnuUtotA  wnad  aw  wollal 
art  rtauIw..noqu  ioq«  aiuJ  b  atuoil  foods  a  tub  lo  JnoiJ  nl  balluJi  aonoad 
moil  tifiiBubdxti  awaiod  adi  ,’wont  'ia|i<>aa  01  baioaipau  bail 


ballBO  viW  .(tltko  iii  d  (biVf  j^ldw  <4  b^baaooiq  ad  ptiipfwi  tuOunJjAOO 


to  the  teacher  to  witness  the  Inhumane  treatment  of  the  animals,  she  had 
the  man  arrested. 

In  1914,  Dad  thought  he  detected  a  glimmer  of  musical  talent  in  his 
offspring,  this  was  given  rise  by  us  kids  fussing  on  a  harmonica  and 
ocarina  borrowed  from  the  neighbors  .  This  prompted  Dad  to  buy  a  used 
organ  on  which  we  soon  picked  out  a  number  of  tunes  with  one  finger  which 
seemed  to  further  indicate  that  we  had  an  ear  for  music  it  was  obvious. 

We  liked  music,  especially  to  vocalize.  The  Olson  girls  had  an  organ 
like  ours  and  by  self  instruction  could  play  most  popular  pieces,  they 
played  for  us  often  as  we  sang  and  I  am  sure  Dad  thought  he  had  made  a 
wise  investment.  Dad  then  received  the  inspiration  for  us  to  learn  to 
play  the  violin.  This  decision  was  Influenced  by  his  friendship  with  a 
Finnish  family  in  which  the  father  played  very  well  and  was  giving  in¬ 
struction  to  his  own  boys.  After  little  or  no  consultation  with  us  kids. 

Dad  sent  to  a  mail  order  house  for  a  complete  violin  beginner's  outfit. 

The  Finnish  man  with  a  large  musical  family  was  Herman  Borg.  At 
first  the  three  of  us  took  turns  practicing  with  the  one  violin  but  Dad  soon 
sent  for  another  instrument  which  was  of  better  tone  quality  than  the  first. 
To  develop  our  musical  talent  we  could  be  seen  pedaling  down  the  road 
once  a  week  with  a  violin  case  across  the  handle  bars.  We  practiced  on 
the  average  of  one  half  hour  a  day,  this  went  on  for  over  a  year.  Finally 
Mr.  Borg  said  he  had  taught  us  all  he  knew  and  Dad  was  obliged  to  find 
another  instructor  for  advanced  study.  Brother  Axel  quit  about  this  time 
but  not  before  we  had  rendered  several  numbers  on  a  Christmas  program 
at  Church  in  conjunction  with  the  Borg  boys,  we  were  a  quintette  of 
"artists."  I  am  grateful  for  my  father's  insistence  and  forethought.  For 
many  years  I  carried  a  violin  wherever  I  moved,  when  things  got  a  little 
"blue,"  I  would  get  out  the  fiddle  and  play  "Turkey  in  the  Straw"  and 
soon  I  was  feeling  much  better.  I  must  give  my  father  credit  for  his  long 
range  vision,  music  plays  a  major  role  throughout  our  lives. 

For  a  hobby.  Dad  was  a  camera  enthusiast,  he  had  owned  one  since 
a  young  man.  Dad's  camera  used  sensitized  glass  plates,  the  unexposed 
plates  had  to  be  loaded  into  light  proof  holders  in  a  dark  room.  Because 
these  early  plates  were  "slow"  to  register  light  from  the  camera  lens.  Dad 
used  a  tripod  to  hold  the  camera,  all  pictures  were  time  exposures.  Fo¬ 
cusing  was  obtained  by  viewing  through  the  camera  while  wearing  a  black 
sheet  over  the  head.  Dad  was  a  semi-professional  photographer,  he 
sought  perfection  with  every  setting  as  though  he  was  making  a  die  with 
only  a  minimum  of  tolerance.  He  mathematically  computed  the  length  of 
exposures  and  rarely  wasted  a  plate.  On  a  Sunday  evening  after  a  day 
of  visiting  and  taking  pictures,  we  would  develop  a  dozen  plates  in  our 
dark  room,  the  following  weekend,  by  the  light  of  a  kerosene  lamp,  we 
would  all  join  in  the  making  of  possibly  a  hundred  prints.  Because  Dad 
was  so  good  at  taking  pictures,  is  probably  the  main  reason  why  we  were 
invited  out  so  often  for  Sunday  dinners, 
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bnii  oi  bat^lfdo  Btrw  bfid  brfB  vw/»ia3(  »d  11a  bu  idpuAl  bod  od  blA«  piofi  .iM 
amit  alfb  idodt  Hup  l»xA  lodJoiH  .Yb«J»  bBonfivbB  K*l  foJouiJBnl  todlonu 
nroipoiq  B6mJi:lidO,o  no  aiodmun  Igiovbb  boisbnant  bad  bw  sfolod  JOn  iud 
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Mother  and  Dad  were  vitally  concerned  with  the  well-being  of  their 
offspring,  they  did  not  permit  their  own  ill  health  to  alter  their  ambitions 
to  make  us  a  credit  to  them  and  to  ourselves.  We  were  strong  physically 
and  presumably  well  balanced  mentally,  they  strove  to  insure  our  future. 
Once  when  I  was  about  fifteen  I  noticed  that  Dad  had  been  reading  for 
several  evenings  in  a  large  doctor  book  he  owned  then.  Shortly  thereafter 
he  lectured  us  about  the  "birds  and  bees"  and  the  causes  of  venereal  dis¬ 
eases.  He  admonished,  "stay  away  from  bad  females."  Yes,  1  concur, 
that  IS  sound  advice. 

1915-16.  In  addition  to  my  school  work  and  music  lessons,  I  was 
compelled  to  memorize  the  catechism  in  Swedish  preparatory  to  being 
confirmed.  Swedish  was  the  prevailing  tongue  used  in  our  church  and  it 
was  compulsory  for  me  to  memorize  verbatim  this  teaching  in  a  foreign 
language.  Some  2  5  boys  and  girls  were  in  the  class  that  year.  For  a 
duration  of  about  eight  months,  I  met  with  the  class  in  the  church  annex 
every  Saturday  morning  to  recite  the  assignment  of  the  current  week  and 
to  review  those  lessons  learned  previously.  When  the  big  day  came  for 
the  final  ceremony  on  a  Sunday  In  late  May,  I  was  a  proud  lad  Indeed, 
not  because  I  had  mastered  the  Swedish  catechism  but  because  I  wore  my 
first  long  trousers  for  the  occasion.  All  the  boys  wore  blue  suits  and  the 
girls  were  their  prettiest  in  white  dresses.  As  a  confirmation  present,  I 
received  a  2  1  jewel  Elgin  watch  in  a  gleaming  gold  hunting  case  from  my 
Grandfather.  With  the  watch,  he  included  a  gold  chain  to  stretch  across 
my  vest,  I  was  15  years  old  and  with  this  gift  I  sort  of  wanted  to  strut 
like  a  peacock.  The  best  part  about  my  confirmation  was  the  monthly 
meetings  that  followed  our  acceptance  into  the  church.  We  met  in  mem¬ 
bers'  homes  as  long  as  I  was  there.  I  was  sweet  on  several  of  the  girls 
and  I  would  never  miss  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  meeting  whether  held 
in  the  homes  or  at  a  marshmallow  roast  on  the  sandy  beach  of  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan.  I  always  walked  a  girl  home  after  the  festivities,  those  were  cher¬ 
ished  moments  of  my  youth  which  were  destined  to  be  so  brief. 

Mother's  health  was  worse  than  she  had  Intimated,  she  had  com¬ 
plained  of  rheumatic  pain  and  swelling  of  the  limbs,  also  she  was  preg¬ 
nant  which  further  complicated  her  condition.  Dad  and  us  boys  tried 
to  ease  her  burdens  as  much  as  possible.  We  owned  one  of  the  first 
"mechanical"  clothes  washing  machines  which  largely  displaced  the  old 
tub  and  scrub  board,  the  agitator  that  churned  the  clothes  in  the  wood 
tub  appeared  something  like  a  four  legged  milk  stool.  We  had  no  elec¬ 
tricity  so  us  boys  turned  the  washer  wheel  by  hand.  Other  times  Ernest 
helped  with  the  dishes.  Axel  worked  at  making  bread  with  a  dough  mixer, 
and  I  was  in  charge  of  scrubbing  floors. 

Automobiles  were  still  a  curiosity  in  1915,  some  of  the  socialties 
drove  electric  models,  none  in  our  circle  of  friends  owned  a  car,  this 
confined  the  women  to  the  home.  Weaving,  knitting,  crocheting  and 
sewing  took  the  place  of  playing  cards  and  flitting  about  in  the  car.  Our 
mother  who  had  worked  as  cook  and  maid  for  wealthy  families  in  Chicago 
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before  her  marriage  was  also  an  expert  homemaker.  Mother  canned  on 
the  average  1000  quarts  of  vegetables,  berries  and  fruits  annually.  In 
addition  we  usually  raised  two  hogs,  our  neighbor  did  the  slaughtering. 

No  part  of  the  carcass  was  wasted,  not  even  the  blood,  this  was  stirred 
constantly  to  prevent  coagulation  in  the  process  of  making  it  into  a 
special  bread  and  sausage.  From  the  head  and  other  less  meaty  parts 
a  wheel  of  cheese  was  pressed. 

Our  sister,  Ruth,  was  bom  April  11,  1917,  at  the  Paulina  Steams 
Hospital  at  Ludington,  we  boys  were  too  immature  to  suspect  at  this  time 
that  Mother's  physical  condition  was  not  equal  to  the  ordeal.  On  the 
evening  of  Friday,  the  13th,  Dad  rushed  home  on  his  bicycle  from  the 
hospital  to  give  us  the  shocking  news  that  Mother  had  succumbed.  We 
were  too  young  to  fully  realize  the  great  loss  we  had  sustained,  but  in 
the  weeks  and  months  that  followed  the  extent  of  the  vacuum  grew  with 
an  ever  Increasing  intensity.  I  can  not  visualize  a  greater  loss  to  any 
family  than  the  bereavement  we  experienced.  A  normal  family  life  for  us 
kids  ceased  at  this  juncture.  Dad  retained  his  composure  and  bid  for  time 
to  make  the  next  decision,  in  the  meantime,  I  recall  he  was  approached 
by  acquaintances  who  wished  to  adopt  one  or  all  of  us  kids ,  this  Dad 
would  not  listen  to. 

I  will  not  elaborate  further  on  the  untimely  passing  of  our  Mother 
and  her  burial  in  Elgin  as  my  brothers  will  also  want  to  state  their  re¬ 
actions  to  this  experience.  It  is  enough  to  state  that  this  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  chain  of  events  that  seem  to  have  never  ended.  One  thing  is 
certain. ...  as  far  as  Axel  and  I  were  concerned,  boyhood  and  youth  in 
the  span  of  a  few  years  had  deserted  us,  from  this  point  we  faced  the 
world  as  Immature  men. 

In  June  of  1917,  my  education  came  to  an  end,  I  had  not  done  as 
well  at  school  as  I  should,  with  the  passing  of  Mother  I  had  no  inclina¬ 
tion  to  study  further.  I  liked  to  go  to  school  mostly  to  participate  in 
sports,  I  recall  after  leaving  the  country  school  to  go  to  the  city  for  the 
5_7_8  grades,  I  took  part  in  all  athletic  competition  among  city  schools. 

I  liked  the  high  Jump  and  pole  vault  best.  One  year  I  won  the  chinning 
title  by  pulling  myself  up  32  times.  To  train  for  this  I  had  a  bar  in  several 
places  at  home  so  that  I  could  practice  every  spare  minute  to  toughen  my 
muscles.  Axel  and  Ernest,  too,  were  crazy  for  sports  so  that  one  of  us 
was  always  challenging  the  other  to  do  better.  Our  parents  were  dubious 
about  the  value  of  school  athletics  and  insisted  that  we  confine  our  exer¬ 
cising  to  work  on  the  farm.  Consequently,  we  grudgingly  had  to  hurry 
home  after  school  to  look  after  the  chores,  it  seems  that  there  never  was 
a  time  when  there  was  no  work  to  do.  I  was  the  oldest  and  the  responsi¬ 
bility  was  mine  to  see  that  animals  were  properly  cared  for  and  that  other 
work  was  not  "slurred." 

I  doubt  that  Dad  had  much  choice  in  the  decisions  that  were  to  follow 
after  Mother  died,  he  most  certainly  weighed  our  welfare  very  carefully, 
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his  deductions  spelled  s-e-1-1  the  farm.  World  War  I  was  then  raging  in 
Europe  and  had  implicated  the  United  States,  the  air  was  literally  charged 
with  tension.  To  sell  father  inserted  an  ad  in  a  Chicago  Swedish  news¬ 
paper,  he  received  a  dozen  replies  and  finally  sold  to  a  woman  from 
Duluth,  Minnesota.  The  sale  having  been  consumated,  other  strategy 
called  for  Axel  to  go  to  the  farm  of  our  Uncle  Vic  and  Aunt  Ella  in  southern 
Minnesota.  Dad,  Ernest  and  sister  Ruth  to  live  with  Grandmother  in  Elgin. 
As  for  me,  I  did  not  wish  to  leave  my  good  friends  in  the  confirmation  class 
and  school  chums;  despite  the  pleading  of  my  father,  1  insisted  that  I 
wished  to  remain  in  Ludlngton. 

I  had  heard  of  a  fruit  farmer  some  six  miles  SE  of  town  who  wanted 
help.  1  rode  my  bicycle  there  and  agreed  to  take  the  job  at  $22 .00  per 
month,  the  man's  name  was  Reinbolt.  My  last  official  act  on  our  old  farm 
was  to  hitch  up  old  Prince  once  more  to  the  spring  wagon  and  take  Dad 
and  everyone  to  the  boat  dock.  If  I  had  done  the  proper  thing,  I  would 
have  gone  with  them  but  instead  I  chose  to  be  independent,  believing  that 
I  was  able  to  look  after  myself.  Soon  I  learned  I  was  wrong  and  had  made 
a  bad  mistake.  I  was  only  sixteen  and  found  I  was  not  toughened  for  hard 
work  and  long  hours.  At  Reinbolt's  I  was  wakened  at  4  a.  m.  and  worked 
till  dark.  The  boss  or  his  son  worked  by  my  side  every  minute  of  the  day 
to  make  sure  I  did  not  stop  to  rest,  moreover,  I  could  not  get  enough  to 
eat  and  soon  I  felt  half  starved.  I  guess  I  was  still  growing  and  required 
extra  food. 

Loneliness  and  homesickness  began  from  the  outset,  every  day  I 
plodded  the  loose  ground,  marking  and  planting  rows  of  com  and  beans, 
all  was  hand  work.  With  each  passing  day,  my  Isolation  among  strangers 
ate  away  at  my  Insides  until  at  the  end  of  the  third  week  I  could  bear  it 
no  longer.  Each  day  I  thought  of  our  broken  home  and  hoped  for  a  miracle 
that  would  unite  the  pieces  so  that  I  could  go  home.  A  popular  piece  on 
the  organ  and  viplin  had  been  "Home  Sweet  Home"  and  we  sang  it  often. 
Now  I  was  familiar  with  its  emotional  interpretation  and  how  much  family 
ties  can  mean  to  a  youngster.  When  I  decided  to  leave  Reinbolt,  I  had 
not  worked  a  full  month  and  he  refused  to  pay  me  the  $17.00  I  had  earned. 
Notwithstanding,  I  strapped  my  suitcase  to  the  bicycle  and  left. 

My  loneliness  drove  me  to  seek  companionship  at  Ole  Olson's,  our 
old  reliable  neighbor,  there  I  was  sure  to  be  welcome  at  any  time.  Mrs. 
Olson  was  very  much  like  our  departed  Mother,  she  sympathized  with  me 
and  I  felt  better  at  once.  Mr.  Olson  was  building  a  new  house  and  he 
asked  me  to  help  him,  he  offered  me  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  Reinbolt. 

On  August  23,  hardly  more  than  two  months  after  Dad  had  gone  to  Elgin, 
he  came  back  to  visit  me,  never  before  had  I  been  so  glad  to  see  anyone. 
This  time  I  was  willing  to  do  what  he  thought  best,  the  decision  was  I 
would  go  to  Elgin  when  Olson  was  through  with  me.  Most  of  the  time  at 
Olson's,  I  did  cement  work,  mixing  the  Ingredients  by  hand  on  a  wood 
platform.  Everyone  there  worked  hard,  the  girls  did  the  milking  and  de¬ 
livered  it  to  stores  in  town.  At  Olson's  the  meals  were  like  we  had  at 
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Top:  Mother  and  sons  working  In  young  corn 

Center:  Ancient  threshing  machine  on  Carlson 
farm,  Ingvar  stands  on  side  of  machine.  Axel 
sits  on  top.  10  HP  gasoline  engine  supplied 
the  belt  power,  grain  was  placed  In  burlap 
sacks.  Bemt  lohnson,  a  neighbor,  stands 
beside  the  thresher  and  Is  also  tfie  lone  man 
In  the  picture  on  the  right. 

Left:  Chipmunk  cage  sans  "occupant" 
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The  Olson  strawberry  farm  located  on  a  sandy  side  road  to  the 
rear  of  the  Carlson  property,  a  five  minute  run  through  paths 
In  the  woods.  The  girls  are  Hlldegard,  Esther  and  Lillian, 
Inset  shows  Ingvar  leveling  earth  with  team  and  scraper  while 
working  for  the  Olsons  in  1917. 
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Above:  Herbert  Anderson  (on  left)  with  buddies  In  camp  at  Fort  Lewis, 
Washington,  during  World  War  1. 

Below:  Herbert  Anderson  prior  to  Induction  bito  the  Army  In  19  18;  he 
Is  flanked  by  cousins.  Axel  and  Ingvar. 

Other  pictures  are  scenes  from  the  Victor  Anderson  farm  at  Granada, 
Minnesota , 


216 


ti 


\ 


r 


I. 


’•  ■■  i 


'S 


'TI 


i  i 


> 


nol  ta  *MHy  nJ  <lptw  "<•)  iio*T»b«A  s»*fp<U 

.n«W  tll^  .•rit'.ilb,^0O';.fu4if<Af 

4d  :8i#l  «u  ytoiA  »(U  otai  ooltatjlKtj  0i  yoi-H  nomnbaA  tiodioH  n»ol«*A 

VMw«"4  IM  .a^MMO  yd  iMoUiftli  (M 
.<«a*t5k.  >a  R(i4  wmaOnA  liOlUK  «<b  aoi^  ^omoo*  «1*  a«Tb»l4 

.AtoaMOtM 


Threshing  ^ra/n  with  real  horse-ptnver  in  the  I890’s.  Men  stacked  the  straw  by  /land. 


Avery  threshing  outfit,  east  of  Batavia,  about  1912.  (photo  courtesy  Phil  Rudolf) 
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Above  left:  Three  Anderson  girls  and  their  niothdr,  Elvira  (Engiiian),  one  of  the  eight  Ingemari 
isaksson  daughters. 

Above  right:  'llie  Anderson  offspring  on  "outing"  with  their  sweethearts  are  seen  "skoling  to 
their  future."  Herbert  and  girl  friend  are  on  the  right  of  group,  the  other  girls  are  his  sisters. 
Below  left:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Anderson  and  their  daughter,  Mava ,  seated  on  right.  Seated 

on  left  is  ITorence  Swanson,  a  cousin  visiting  from  Chicago.  Florence  Is  a  daughter  of  Anna 
(Engman),  another  Ingeman  Isaksson  daughter. 

Below  right:  1918.  Ingvar  Carlson  on  old  model  Harley -David son  motorcycle.  Lower  photo 
taken  In  192  1  can  be  captioned  "The  Farewell,"  here  Ingvar  Is  bidding  adieu  to  Minnesota  in, 
preparation  to  return  to  Elgin,  LHlnols. 
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home  and  in  the  evenings  there  was  singing  and  all  were  gay. 

We  knew  the  Olsons  even  before  we  moved  to  the  farm,  I  recall 
going  with  Dad  to  visit  them  in  the  middle  of  the  winter  of  1908,  they 
lived  in  a  low  shed-like  building  that  resembled  a  chicken  coop.  Horse 
manure  was  stacked  against  the  exterior  walls  half  way  to  the  eaves  to 
hold  out  the  cold,  it  was  cozy  like  an  igloo  on  the  inside. 

When  the  fall  work  was  over  at  Olson's,  I  did  not  stay  in  Elgin  as 
Dad  had  proposed  but  Instead  went  out  to  Granada,  Minnesota.  There 
Axel  was  going  to  high  school  while  working  on  the  farm  of  our  Uncle  Vic 
and  cousin  Herbert.  I  arrived  there  "Halloween,"  October  31,  1917. 
Arrangement  had  been  made  for  me  to  work  for  our  cousin  Edna  who  was 
married  to  a  Gene  Branch.  They  were  farming  some  three  miles  from  Uncle 
Vic's  and  were  also  building  a  new  home  on  which  I  worked.  Gene  was 
noted  in  these  parts  for  his  fine  draft  animals  and  he  made  sure  that  1 
groomed  them  well  and  did  not  work  them  into  a  lather.  They  were  like 
show  horses,  driving  six  of  these  huge  quadrupeds  on  a  gang  plow  was 
quite  a  contrast  to  guiding  old  Prince  hitched  to  a  small  walking  plow. 
Gene  and  Edna  treated  me  as  one  of  the  family  and  1  liked  to  work  for 
them.  Like  most  farmers  of  this  era.  Gene  did  not  own  a  car,  the  roads 
were  impassable  several  months  of  the  year  so  horses  were  the  only  re¬ 
liable  means  of  transportation.  I  was  permitted  a  horse  to  ride  whenever 
I  wanted  to  go  to  town  or  visit  Axel  at  Uncle  Vic's. 

1  would  have  worked  for  Gene  and  Edna  as  long  as  they  wanted  me 
but  in  the  summer  of  1918,  our  cousin  Herb  was  drafted  for  service  in 
World  War  I.  Axel  had  quit  school  and  was  working  for  another  farmer. 
Caught  in  a  squeeze  for  help.  Uncle  Vic  prevailed  on  his  son-in-law  to 
let  me  come  and  work  for  them.  So  many  men  had  been  drafted  into  the 
Army  that  farmers  were  desperate  for  help.  Uncle  Vic  had  no  one  to  turn 
to  but  me.  I  worked  for  Uncle  about  a  year  till  he  became  panicky  and 
sold  the  farm.  He  became  emotionally  upset  when  Herb  and  his  company 
were  shipped  to  France  with  only  a  few  weeks  of  basic  training  in  this 
country,  then  months  passed  and  no  letter  came  from  their  son.  Uncle 
feared  the  worst.  Prices  of  all  farm  produce  had  risen  sharply  because 
of  the  war,  this  in  turn  sparked  a  rise  in  land  prices.  Uncle  Vic  sold 
his  farm  in  the  early  stages  of  the  big  land  boom. 

Aunt  Ella,  unlike  our  Mother,  was  tall  and  slim.  There  were  five 
daughters  at  home  but  these  were  spared  from  outside  work.  Aunt  Ella 
was  past  fifty  when  I  worked  there  and  I  recall  she  helped  me  shock  oats 
and  husk  com  in  the  field.  Uncle  Vic  complained  of  a  perennial  backache 
but  this  did  not  interfere  with  his  daily  trips  to  town  in  the  "tin  lizzie" 
where  he  hashed  over  the  fighting  in  France  with  his  cronies.  While  at 
Uncle  Vic's,  I  helped  shingle  a  house  for  him  in  town  which  he  intended 
to  move  into. 

January,  1919,  I  answered  an  ad  in  the  Fairmont  newspaper  for  my 
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next  job.  I  received  a  job  by  correspondence  but  do  not  recommend  this 
procedure.  The  man's  name  was  Sorenson,  he  lived  near  Welcome  on  the 
same  railroad  as  Granada.  1  left  on  a  late  afternoon  train  with  one  suit¬ 
case.  It  was  dark  when  the  train  pulled  into  Welcome  where  Sorenson 
met  me  at  the  station.  We  went  to  his  farm  some  six  or  seven  miles  from 
town  in  a  bobsled.  1  was  not  long  in  learning  that  I  should  not  have  hired 
to  him,  he  was  in  trouble  with  his  neighbors  and  was  under  a  peace  bond. 

1  slept  with  another  hired  hand  who  urinated  in  the  bed,  the  work  was  hard 
and  the  food  poor.  We  ate  beans  for  supper  that  first  night  and  Mrs  . 
Sorenson  remarked  her  husband  insisted  on  beans  once  a  week.  However, 

1  soon  discovered  that  for  this  one  meal  she  had  cooked  a  batch  large 
enough  to  last  all  week.  During  my  time  here,  we  cut  many  large  cotton¬ 
wood  trees  into  logs  which  we  hauled  to  a  neighbor  to  be  sawed  into  lum¬ 
ber.  I  complained  about  my  companion  wetting  in  the  bed  and  Sorenson 
promised  to  do  something  about  it,  but  tie  did  not  and  1  decided  to  leave. 

1  quit  Sorenson  after  three  weeks,  this  time  I  collected  my  wages 
and  started  for  town  on  foot.  The  Sorenson  farm  house  was  not  on  the 
main  road  but  was  on  a  lane  a  half  mile  back.  When  1  quit  it  was  getting 
late  in  the  day  and  1  thought  I  would  make  better  time  by  cutting  across 
the  fields  to  a  traveled  road  where  1  could  catch  a  ride,  my  intention  was 
to  catch  a  train  for  Granada.  As  1  crossed  several  fields  in  the  closing 
darkness  I  became  lost  and  ended  up  at  a  lighted  farm  house  in  the  oppo¬ 
site  direction.  They  were  German  folks  who  Invited  me  to  supper  and  I 
stayed  overnight.  They  informed  me  of  a  brother-in-law  by  the  name  of 
Saundersfelt  who  wanted  help,  in  the  morning  they  took  me  there.  I  went 
to  work  for  Saundersfelt  at  once  and  was  treated  as  a  member  of  the  family, 
the  German  cooking  was  excellent  and  I  was  not  lonesome.  We  butchered 
several  hogs  and  I  gave  a  hand  with  the  making  of  sausage,  we  also  smoked 
our  own  hams.  1  hired  to  Saundersfelt  for  a  full  year.  Mrs.  Saundersfelt's 
father  lived  with  them,  he  was  formerly  a  preacher,  thus  the  family  was 
quite  religious,  a  prayer  was  offered  before  and  after  each  meal.  Two 
children,  a  boy  and  girl,  twins  twelve  years  old,  completed  the  family. 

1  recall  the  father  bought  a  pair  of  matched  three  year  old  buckskin  ponies 
for  the  kids.  They  had  not  been  broke  to  ride  or  drive,  this  job  was  given 
to  me.  In  this  connection  I  drove  them  close  to  fifty  miles  on  a  Sunday 
to  visit  Axel.  Perhaps  the  heaviest  work  on  the  farms  these  days  came  at 
silo  filling  time,  it  was  about  a  week's  work  to  fill  each  silo  and  it  took 
eight  men  and  four  teams  to  be  efficient.  It  was  necessary  to  trade  help 
with  the  neighbors  for  a  mile  around  to  obtain  the  necessary  help,  in  this 
operation  I  worked  on  many  farms.  The  work  was  heavy  because  the  com 
was  so  tall  that  it  required  extra  strength  to  pile  them  high  on  the  hayrack. 
Saundersfelt  owned  a  very  productive  farm,  all  crops  were  fed  to  steers 
and  hogs.  Saundersfelts  usually  spoke  German  except  when  speaking  to 
me,  I  appreciated  the  kindness  they  extended  to  me. 

While  working  for  Saundersfelt  in  November  of  1919,  a  message  was 
given  me  over  the  telephone  from  the  telegraph  office  at  the  railway  station 
to  the  effect  that  Grandfather,  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson,  had  died  suddenly 
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at  his  home  in  Elgin.  Grandfather  had  worked  until  two  weeks  previously 
when  he  contracted  pneumonia.  It  was  a  shock  to  learn  of  his  decease, 
he  had  been  in  excellent  health  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  he  expected 
to  enjoy  many  senior  year  blessings.  My  father  has  written  considerable 
about  his  father,  brlehy,  he  was  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar.  His  old 
bosses,  the  Juby  Brothers  and  others,  had  nothing  but  praise  for  him,  not 
only  for  his  ability  as  a  mechanic  but  as  a  gentleman  as  well.  Others  who 
learned  the  trade  while  working  with  him  pay  a  tribute  to  his  broad  Intellect 
and  graphic  ability,  this  being  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  he  was  self 
taught.  This  causes  one  to  muse. .  . .  what  would  his  potential  have  been 
with  a  college  degree  ?  On  this  trip  to  Elgin,  we  met  for  the  first  time 
Dad's  second  wife,  Sigrid.  They  were  married  May  1,  1919. 

After  completing  my  year  of  hire  to  Saundersfelt  in  the  spring  of  192  0, 
I  wanted  to  be  near  Granada,  I  had  many  friends  there,  especially  among 
certain  farmers  with  whom  I  was  always  welcome  to  stay  when  out  of  work. 
Some  had  been  very  kind  to  me,  mended  my  clothes,  even  "worried"  about 
my  welfare.  Near  Granada,  I  worked  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Orville 
Othoult,  while  there  I  purchased  my  first  car,  a  1914  Ford  touring  with  the 
customary  folding  top  and  detachable  side  curtains  for  use  in  bad  weather. 

During  the  1920-2  1  winter,  I  worked  for  a  Norwegian  neighbor  across 
the  road  from  Othoults .  In  addition  to  barn  chores,  I  cut  and  split  wood 
for  the  stoves.  I  received  $15.00  a  month  plus  board  and  room.  The  meals 
here  were  of  the  best.  By  this  time  I  had  learned  to  inquire  first  about  the 
cooking  before  hiring  out,  the  amount  of  pay  was  secondary,  many  farmers 
had  a  reputation  for  "skimpy"  feeding  of  hired  help. 

March  1,  192  1,  I  began  work  for  another  neighbor  by  the  name  of 
Louis  Evans-,  he  was  middle-aged  and  had  recently  married  a  Chicago  girl 
considerably  younger,  both  were  Norwegians.  While  working  for  Evans, 

I  sold  the  1914  "flivver"  and  bought  a  1918  Ford  Roadster.  Main  roads 
were  now  kept  in  fair  condition  by  heavy  graveling  over  the  old  clay  and 
gumbo  sub-material,  roads  held  up  quite  well  as  no  trucks  were  .owned  by 
farmers.  The  worst  part  about  owning  a  car  those  days  was  that  tires 
lasted  only  a  few  hundred  miles  and  they  were  of  a  design  that  were  not 
easily  changed.  The  demountable  tire  rims  were  standard  equipment  soon 
hereafter. 

After  the  fall  work  in  192  1,  I  left  Louis  Evans  and  farm  work  behind. 
Axel  had  previously  quit  farm  work  at  the  end  of  192  0  and  was  now  working 
in  Chicago,  I  decided  that  while  I  liked  farm  work,  the  future  did  not 
appear  rosy  and  thought  it  best  to  go  back  to  Elgin,  I  arrived  there  October 
13th,  Dad  secured  a  job  for  me  with  the  Juby  Brothers,  mason  contractors 
for  whom  Grandfather  last  worked.  I  had  only  been  back  In  Elgin  a  few 
days  when  my  Minnesota  license  plates  were  stolen  from  my  car  while 
parked  In  front  of  our  home.  A  few  weeks  later,  while  I  was  attending  a 
movie,  the  car  was  stolen.  This  was  a  great  loss  to  me  as  I  carried  no 
Insurance.  My  employer,  Juby  Brothers,  became  low  on  work,  and  I  was 
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kept  busy  making  minor  repairs  to  the  equipment,  a  type  of  work  I  disiiked. 
Axel  and  Ernest  were  both  working  for  the  Western  Eiectric  Company  located 
on  the  west  side  of  Chicago  and  I  decided  to  ieave  Juby  Brothers  and  go 
to  the  electric  firm  to  apply  for  a  job.  I  was  seeking  some  type  of  machine 
work  but  had  little  choice  as  I  had  no  experience. 

1922  .  The  Western  Electric  Company  hired  me  and  I  was  trained  to 
maintain  and  keep  in  operation  automatic  braiding  machines  which  weave 
insulation  and  fabric  on  various  types  of  flexible  cords  .  There  were  some 
three  hundred  machines  in  the  room,  another  man  and  myself  were  charged 
with  their  continuous  performance.  Working  in  a  factory  after  having  been 
outdoors  all  my  life  was  a  trying  experience,  'fhe  electric  lighting  was 
dim  and  the  noise  of  the  machines  drowned  conversation,  and  the  smell  of 
oil  and  materials  was  nauseating  due  to  poor  ventilation,  'fhe  machines 
were  operated  by  about  100  girls  working  on  a  piece-work  basis.  We  will 
come  back  a  little  later  to  a  very  special  girl  in  this  department. 

While  working  at  the  plant,  1  lived  at  home  in  Elgin  with  my  father 
and  stepmother  and  commuted  on  the  Interurban  electric  line.  The  cost  of 
a  60  ride  monthly  ticket  was  $10.10  or  about  40  cents  for  each  working 
day.  While  riding  the  electric  train  dally  I  met  many  fellows  my  age  who 
worked  in  Chicago  too,  several  owned  motorcycles  and  belonged  to  a  club. 
There  I  met  one  of  the  best  friends  I  ever  had,  he  was  Clarence  Bull  whose 
vocation  was  the  winding  and  repair  of  eiectric  motors.  Clarence  owned 
a  motorcycle  and  from  my  association  with  him  and  others  in  the  club  1 
ultimately  purchased  a  machine.  It  was  a  new  sport  model  'Ace,  four 
cylinder  Job  with  side  car  attached,  it  cost  more  than  $600.00,  consider¬ 
ably  more  at  that  time  than  a  new  Ford  automobile.  As  a  member  of  the 
club,  we  formed  a  group  that  went  on  long  drives  each  Sunday  which 
usually  included  a  picnic  and  a  hill  climb.  My  machine  represented  all 
the  money  I  had  for  which  I  could  be  censored,  but  it  provided  a  lot  of 
enjoyment.  Youth  must  be  served  is  my  only  defense. 

Clarence  Bull  and  I  arranged  to  get  two  weeks  vacation  at  the  same 
time  in  August  of  192  3  to  take  a  trip  out  west.  We  made  up  signs  and 
hung  them  on  our  machines  that  read,  "Yellowstone  Park  or  Bust.  All 
went  well  until  we  reached  the  prairies  of  Dakota,  there  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere  Clarence's  machine  broke  a  piston  rod.  We  stopped  at  an  oblig¬ 
ing  farmer  and  proceeded  with  taking  Bull's  engine  apart  after  which  I 
took  him  to  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota,  300  miles  distant,  to  the  nearest 
dealer  for  replacement  parts.  By  the  time  we  were  ready  to  get  moving 
again  we  had  lost  six  days.  The  farmer  was  sympathetic  to  our  predica¬ 
ment  and  charged  us  very  little  for  our  room  and  board  but  even  so  we  had 
not  allowed  enough  money  for  such  contingencies.  The  trip  was  much  more 
grueling  tlian  we  had  anticipated,  there  were  only  a  few  paved  roads  in 
the  west  and  the  dirt  roads  were  rough  and  deeply  rutted.  From  the  severe 
traction  it  was  not  long  before  my  drive  chain  was  mostly  made  up  of  re¬ 
pair  links.  At  Helena,  Montana,  I  wired  home  for  money,  the  telegram 
was  received  by  stepsister,  Dorothy,  she  immediately  wired  me  $50.00. 
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Clarence  continued  to  have  breakdowns  and  at  Grand  Island,  Neb¬ 
raska,  I  was  forced  to  leave  him  behind.  It  was  now  Impossible  to  get 
back  to  my  Job  in  the  allotted  time  so  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  plant  request¬ 
ing  a  week  extension.  Proceeding  along  through  Iowa,  I  encountered  a 
rain  storm  and  the  dirt  roads  became  a  sea  of  mud,  what  was  worse,  this 
was  gumbo  country  which  created  a  mud  that  is  sticky  and  stringy.  Every 
few  minutes  I  was  forced  to  remove  the  sticky  clay  which  clogged  the 
spokes  of  the  wheels  into  a  solid  disc,  the  mud  balled  up  between  the 
tire  and  the  fenders  until  the  extra  drag  caused  the  engine  to  overheat. 
Time  was  running  out  on  the  extra  week  I  had  requested  and  I  became 
concerned  at  the  prospect  of  being  discharged  if  I  were  not  back  on  Tues¬ 
day  after  the  I^bor  Day  holiday.  That  day  in  the  Iowa  mud,  I  covered 
only  35  miles  from  morning  until  dark,  it  had  been  a  hectic  Labor  Day 
with  a  dozen  breaks  in  the  drive  chain  to  add  more  elapsed  time,  however, 
that  night  I  was  again  on  hard  pavement  and  I  continued  to  keep  going 
with  no  more  mishaps,  arriving  at  home  in  time  for  breakfast  and  a  chance 
to  catch  the  train  for  work. 

I  went  back  to  adjusting  the  machines  in  my  department,  but  an 
hour  later  was  told  by  the  foreman  that  1  had  been  laid  off  and  I  went 
home.  No  specific  reason  was  given  for  this  action.  When  I  look  back 
on  this  trip  and  its  climax,  it  seems  that  it  may  have  been  a  somewhat 
foolish  undertaking,  that  is  an  adult's  appraisal,  but  through  the  eyes 
of  a  young  man  of  22  it  was  thrilling  and  quite  educational.  It  taught  me 
lessons  that  have  benefited  me  in  many  ways  ever  since.  I  think  after 
that  hectic  experience  my  thinking  matured  and  suddenly  I  became  of  age 
to  face  the  world  with  greater  confidence.  As  to  the  slogan  "Yellowstone 
or  Bust"  ....  it  was  both  ....  for  me  it  ended  by  being  broke  and  without 
a  job. 


At  this  point  I  wish  to  refer  back  to  the  girls  who  operated  the 
machines  which  I  maintained.  One  girl  shone  out  above  the  others,  not 
only  as  a  fast  and  efficient  operator  but  also  in  good  looks  and  apparent 
intelligence.  She  was  the  kind  of  girl  I  wanted  to  know  better  but  here¬ 
tofore  we  had  not  spoken  to  each  other.  To  communicate  with  her  and 
possibly  have  a  date,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  my  former  partner  enclosing  a 
note  for  the  young  lady  mentioned.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  this  ob¬ 
ject  of  my  fascination  answered  my  message,  her  name  was  Helen  Maday. 
In  the  ensuing  months  we  saw  each  other  many  times,  a  romance  came 
into  full  bloom. 

As  my  motorcycle  was  in  need  of  overhauling  after  the  Yellowstone 
trip,  I  traded  it  for  a  Ford  touring  car  which  I  drove  each  Sunday  to  the 
west  side  of  Chicago  to  court  Helen.  After  my  separation  from  the  Western 
Electric  Company,  I  worked  for  our  cousin  Otto  Olson  who  was  an  aggres¬ 
sive  cement  contractor  in  Elgin.  Otto  had  only  been  in  this  country  ten 
years  but  he  was  strong  and  industrious  resulting  in  success. 

192  4.  Axel  had  quit  the  plant  before  my  lay  off  and  had  in  the 
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meantime  attended  a  school  for  training  young  men  as  plumbers'  helpers. 

He  was  now  working  on  large  construction  jobs  in  Chicago  and  on  week¬ 
ends  he  came  home.  Through  our  cousin  Otto,  Axel  procured  the  plumbing 
on  a  new  brick  house  in  South  Elgin,  the  owner  to  furnish  all  materials. 

For  the  next  two  months,  he  spent  each  weekend  at  making  this  complete 
plumbing  Installation.  He  hired  me  to  help  him  and  1  found  this  work 
came  very  natural  to  me.  It  was  not  long  before  1  also  had  completed  the 
apprentice  training  and  was  out  on  the  Job.  1  worked  a  short  time  near 
the  Chicago  loop  where  I  commuted,  then  decided  to  seek  work  closer  to 
home.  I  worked  for  contractors  in  both  Elgin  and  Aurora.  I  recall  that 
work  was  not  plentiful  and  that  the  only  way  to  hold  a  Job  was  to  give  the 
boss  a  good  day's  work  for  my  pay.  There  was  much  I  did  not  know  about 
the  trade  and  I  sought  to  make  up  for  my  shortcomings  by  a  show  of  "will¬ 
ingness  . " 

192  6.  I  was  working  in  Aurora  when  I  made  application  to  take  the 
State  Journeyman  Plumber  examination.  The  test  was  held  at  Elgin,  I 
found  it  to  be  surprisingly  easy,  some  thirty  men  were  on  hand  to  take 
the  examination.  At  the  start  it  was  obvious  that  many  could  not  pass 
the  initial  Joint  wiping.  At  school  we  had  an  expert  lead  wiping  instruc¬ 
tor,  the  likes  of  which  I  have  not  seen  since.  He  taught  me  to  system¬ 
atically  wipe  Joints  by  numbers  to  eliminate  wasted  motions  and  critical 
time  when  all  conditions  were  right  to  form  the  solder  Joint.  1  had  been 
a  poor  student  in  school  so  normally  any  mathematics  would  have  caused 
me  trouble,  but  with  the  practical  shop  work  and  "skull"  sessions  at  the 
training  school,  I  had  obtained  fundamental  knowledge  which  "old  timers" 
could  not  comprehend.  This  apprentice  training  school  was  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  country,  it  was  promoted  by  the  plumbing  contractors  of  the 
city  to  supply  men  quickly  for  a  building  boom  which  was  already  in  pro¬ 
gress.  Axel  and  I  were  the  first  to  be  selected  from  our  respective  classes. 
After  having  received  my  license  as  a  plumber,  I  was  invited  to  Join  the 
union  at  Aurora,  this  cost  me  $100.00,  after  which  I  received  $1.  12-1/2 
per  hour.  We  worked  eight  hours  per  day  except  Saturday  which  was  four. 
Building  work  was  seasonal,  most  new  construction  was  closed  down  after 
the  first  snow  and  workers  were  forced  to  "loaf"  until  the  frost  was  gone 
from  the  ground  in  the  spring.  192  6  was  no  exception,  I  was  laid  off  about 
December  1st. 

While  working  at  Aurora,  I  gave  my  sweetheart  a  diamond  engagement 
ring  on  her  birthday,  October  15th.  We  were  married  November  2  0th  in 
Elgin  by  the  Reverend  Frank  Carlson  at  the  Lutheran  parsonage,  coincldent- 
ly,  the  photographer  where  we  had  the  wedding  picture  taken,  his  name 
also  was  Carlson.  We  were  attended  by  my  good  friend,  Clarence  Bull, 
and  by  Helen's  sister,  Anna.  After  the  "nuptial  knot"  was  tied,  we  drove 
to  Helen's  aunt  in  Chicago  where  the  reception  took  place  in  a  nearby  hall. 
Prohibition  was  in  effect  but  notwithstanding,  beer,  moonshine  liquor  and 
wine  flowed  freely  at  our  celebration  to  punctuate  a  hilarious  evening. 

Helen  is  of  Polish  extraction  and  her  relatives  were  there  in  full  force  from 
far  and  near.  Everyone  swirled,  circled  and  stomped  while  dancing  to  the 
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music  of  old  country  polkas  furnished  by  an  accordianist  and  violin ,  neigh¬ 
bors  for  a  block  around  were  made  aware  that  somebody  had  Just  been 
married  I  borrowed  Axel's  192  3  Model  "T"  sedan  for  the  occasion.  Dad 
Axel  and  Ernest  came  in  my  touring  car  which  had  only  side  curtains  and 
no  heater.  On  the  way  home  early  in  the  morning,  they  had  to  change  a 
tire  on  the  road  in  the  bitter  cold. 

192  6.  A  week  after  I  was  married,  I  was  laid  off  in  Aurora  and 
iound  myself  in  a  tight  squeeze  financially,  consequently  we  had  no 
■honeymoon."  We  rented  two  rooms  from  Ernest  and  Evelyn  who  were 
livtog  next  door  to  our  old  homestead  at  470  Ryerson,  we  ate  with  them 
and  shared  the  expenses.  My  expenses  for  the  year  had  run  unusually 
heavy  and  my  wages  as  a  helper  had  not  been  high.  On  top  of  this  and 
lost  time  came  the  seasonal  layoff,  however,  those  troubles  were  trifles 
compared  to  a  sudden  Illness  that  overtook  Helen  later  that  winter.  She 
suffered  from  complications  in  the  chest  and  lungs  that  may  have  had  dire 
consequences,  but  luckily,  after  some  medical  treatment  the  condition 

cleared  and  with  the  coming  of  warm  spring  weather,  she  rapidly  regained 
normalcy.  ^  a 

cu  K  December  3rd,  Grandmother,  Christine,  succumbed 

She  had  been  bedridden  for  several  months  and  her  passing  was  not  en¬ 
tirely  unexpected.  Her  years  had  not  been  easy,  she  had  worked  hard 
tor  the  day  when  their  home  was  without  debt  and  "enough"  had  been  laid 

aside  to  carry  Gustaf  and  herself  through  the  twilight  years.  We  cherish 
her  memory. 


192  7.  Dad  and  wife,  Sigrld,  continued  to  live  downstairs  for  a 
few  months  after  the  passing  of  Grandmother.  Later  with  sister  Ruth  and 
Sigrld  Dad  set  out  with  the  Ford  on  a  trip  to  California  where  he  hoped 
to  find  a  more  hospitable  climate  to  ease  his  asthma.  When  Dad  left  he 

rented  the  downstairs  apartment  to  Helen  and  I,  Axel  and  Nadine  lived 
upstairs . 

T  192  7-2  8-2  9,  I  worked  in  several  surrounding  towns,  three  summers 
I  worked  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  where  I  also  put  in  mo4t  of  a  year  on 
e  new  Faust  Hotel  and  other  months  on  a  new  factory  for  the  Roper  Gas 

thTrl  I  worked  at  Lake  Geneva  on  an  office  building  for 

the  Electee  Company.  However,  the  brisk  building  boom  that  had  taken 
pi  ce  Chicago  did  not  spread  beyond  its  boundaries,  here  in  the  Fox 
River  Valley  new  construction  remained  dormant. 

1929.  The  latter  months  of  this  year,  I  worked  for  an  Elgin  plumb¬ 
er  by  the  name  of  John  D.  Shaw,  he  had  been  in  business  at  the  same 
do^town  location  for  40  years.  John  was  well  known  but  he  took  no  big 
jo  s ,  he  solicited  mostly  repair  calls.  He  kept  me  working  steady  for 
several  months,  during  which  time  I  purchased  on  the  time  payment  plan 
a  new  Model  A  Ford,  four  door  sedan,  the  full  price  was  $62  0.00.  A  shoVt 
time  later  the  Stock  Market  crash  occurred  and  all  money  seemed  to  dls- 
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appear,  suddenly  everybody  almost  without  exception  was  without  work. 

I  stayed  close  to  the  phone  at  home  waiting  for  a  possible  chance  of  being 
called  to  work  for  a  few  hours.  Days  went  by  and  I  received  no  call,  the 
great  depression  was  on.  Over  the  years  since  our  marriage  I  had  been 
unable  to  save  any  money  for  an  emergency,  but  somehow  my  wife  and  I 
must  eat,  furthermore  Helen  was  "expecting,"  I  needed  a  job....  any 
kind  at  all.  Jobs  were  so  scarce  that  if  there  had  been  a  job  at  10  cents 
an  hour,  there  would  have  been  men  waiting  in  a  line.  All  activities 
stopped  on  dead  center,  grocers  and  others  became  bogged  down  with 
non-collectible  charge  accounts,  lines  formed  for  public  dole. 

Axel  had  been  laid  off  early  in  1930,  and  he  started  his  own  plumb¬ 
ing  business  to  have  some  small  Income.  He  managed  to  survive  the 
crucial  first  months  and  succeeded  in  picking  up-more  and  more  jobs 
until  at  the  end  of  1930,  he  had  all  the  work  he  could  conveniently  handle 
while  working  alone.  Axel  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  become  a  partner  and 
1  teamed  up  with  him.  From  that  time  on,  1  have  never  been  without  a  job. 
Every  month  our  customer  list  grew,  resulting  in  the  necessary  acquisition 
of  more  trucks  and  additional  help.  We  had  started  out  with  a  Model  "T" 
pick-up  truck,  later  changing  to  a  Model  "A".  In  1933,  we  purchased  a 
new  Ford  "AA"  1-1/2  ton  panel  truck,  into  which  we  fitted  bins  for  pipe 
fittings  and  compartments  for  tools  to  be  termed  a  "shop  on  wheels."  In 
1938,  we  bought  a  new  GMC  truck  chassis  which  we  fitted  with  a  special 
body.  Perhaps  our  greatest  asset  in  the  plumbing  and  heating  business 
was  the  wealth  of  experience  and  confidence  we  had  obtained  by  working 
on  our  "own"  since  Mother  died  in  1917,  our  building  construction  appren¬ 
ticeship  actually  began  in  1910  when  we  moved  and  remodeled  the  house 
on  the  farm.  Another  advantage  we  enjoyed  was  good  health,  physical 
stamina  and  a  lust  to  succeed.  At  the  first  opportunity  we  created  "dis¬ 
play  rooms"  at  home  by  installing  two  ultra  modern  bathrooms  followed 
later  by  two  new  heating  systems,  one  fired  by  oil,  the  other  by  gas. 

We  built  an  oversized  4  car  brick  garage  at  home  with  generous  storage 
space  above,  thus  we  had  cut  overhead  expense  to  a  minimum  and  were 
in  an  excellent  position  to  meet  all  competition. 

On  August  10,  1931,  our  first  child,  Doris  Virginia,  was  bom. 
Because  of  the  scarcity  of  work  and  money,  the  doctor  only  charged 
$2  5.00,  but  I  could  not  pay  him  then.  We  lived  a  frugal  hand  to  mouth 
existence  for  many  months,  being  satisfied  to  be  able  to  buy  bare  neces¬ 
sities.  Many  of  our  customers  could  not  pay  for  the  work  after  we  had 
installed  material  for  which  we  were  obliged  to  pay  the  wholesaler.  In 
the  case  of  a  certain  local  restaurant  job,  we  ate  part  of  the  bill  "in trade," 
he  went  bankrupt  before  we  had  "collected"  half  the  account.  By  1933, 
economic  conditions  had  improved  slightly,  people  in  some  instances  were 
being  called  back  to  work.  At  this  time  "Prohibition"  came  to  an  end,  for 
more  than  a  decade  it  had  forbid  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  all  intoxicat¬ 
ing  beverages.  With  the  abolition  of  "Prohibition,"  our  business  received 
more  than  a  slight  impetus.  The  installation  of  beer  dispensing  equipment 
became  an  important  segment  of  our  business,  with  the  coming  of  beer  the 
depression  somehow  lost  its  worst  bite. 
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1933  was  the  year  of  the  celebrated  "Century  of  Progress"  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago.  Dad,  Slgrld  and  Ruth  came  from  California  and  together 
we  made  several  visits  to  this  massive  display.  We  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  wondrous  revelations  of  the  world  of  tomorrow,  our  mutual  Interest  In 
the  advances  of  technology  and  science,  make  those  days  a  delightful 
memory . 

In  1934,  we  had  one  of  our  larger  contracts,  the  remodeling  of  the 
plumbing  arid  heating  on  the  four  story  Elgin  Courier-News  Building.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  most  of  it  had  to  be  done  at  night  and  on 
Sundays.  This  entire  job  was  executed  with  no  extra  help.  On  the  heat¬ 
ing,  there  was  considerable  welding  which  no  other  shop  in  town  could 
do.  This  we  were  compelled  to  do  ourselves  as  no  welders  were  members 
in  the  local  union  of  plumbers  and  pipefitters . 

February,  1935,  is  said  to  have  been  the  coldest  month  in  history, 
the  thermometer  registered  below  zero  for  the  entire  month.  Normally 
this  would  have  been  a  dull  time  for  business,  but  instead  we  were  de¬ 
luged  with  calls  to  thaw  frozen  water  lines  and  to  replace  bursted  pipes. 
Temperatures  in  the  twenties  below  zero  prevailed  for  more  than  a  week, 
the  protracted  cold  penetrated  to  the  water  mains  below  the  pavements . 

1936,  June  19,  Dad  and  Slgrld  came  from  California  to  spend  the 
summer  with  us  boys,  we  were  busy  and  soon  we  took  Dad  along  on  the 
jobs  and  we  all  had  a  good  time.  He  got  a  big  lift  from  being  useful  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  conditioning  and  sharpening  of  tools  on  which  he  was  an 
expert.  We  were  building  a  new  brick  garage  to  house  our  equipment  and 
there  was  much  to  interest  him.  When  Dad  returned  to  California  on 
August  26,  my  wife,  daughter  Doris,  and  myself  went  along  on  sort  of  a 
vacation.  We  stopped  for  a  swim  at  Great  Salt  Lake  and  continued  to 
Toele,  Utah,  where  we  visited  briefly  with  Dad's  cousin,  Hilma  Anderson. 
We  also  stopped  at  Berkley,  California,  to  visit  with  Dad's  Uncle  John 
and  more  of  his  cousins.  Enroute  we  made  a  side  trip  into  the  giant  red¬ 
wood  forest  after  which  we  continued  to  father's  home  at  Tujunga  in  the 
foothills  about  2  0  miles  from  downtown  Los  Angeles.  We  returned  to 
Elgin  via  train,  we  were  gone  one  month. 

1937,  February  19,  our  second  daughter,  Alice  Beverly,  was  born, 
the  national  economy  by  this  time  was  improved  and  everything  appeared 
much  brighter.  Dad  visited  us  again  in  1938,  we  always  enjoyed  his  stay 
immensely. 

1939,  April  14,  our  son,  Keith  Ihgvar,  was  bom,  he  weighed  8 
pounds  and  15  ounces.  I  had  been  present  In  the  delivery  room  at  Sherman 
Hospital  when  Doris  and  Alice  were  ushered  into  this  world,  but  was  ex¬ 
cluded  for  the  birth  of  Keith.  New  regulations  were  in  effect  and  I  paced 
the  hall  outside,  I  remained  within  hearing  range  to  detect  the  baby's 
first  cries.  After  an  hour  of  anxious  waiting  there  came  a  lusty  cry  and 
soon  Dr.  Knight  made  his  appearance  at  the  door  to  announce  the  new 
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arrival.  Before  he  could  speak,  I^sald _ "It  must  be  a  boy,  I  could 

tell  by  the  cry"  ....  The  doctor  nodded  his  head  affirmatively  and  said, 

"he  is  a  big  husky  fellow."  My  father  on  learning  the  news  was  elated 
as  much  as  we,  he  was  hoping  that  the  Carlson  name  would  continue  to 
expand  forever.  While  it  was  a  bit  early  to  make  plans  for  Keith's  future , 
we  had  visions  of  him  becoming  a  plumber  and  possibly  in  due  time  would 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  business.  Dad  came  again  to  visit  in  the 
summer  of  1939,  he  sought  to  aid  us  as  much  as  his  frail  physique  would 
permit.  During  his  stay  he  became  very  fond  of  Keith  and  the  girls.  He 
and  Slgrld  returned  to  California  on  August  11th. 

February  13,  1940,  was  a  day  laden  with  profound  grief.  A  wire 
came  stating  that  Dad  had  died  suddenly  in  a  hospital  at  Long  Beach, 
California.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  depressing  details 
of  his  last  day  on  earth  as  my  brothers  will  also  elaborate  on  his  passing. 
Over  the  years  Dad  had  many  severe  attacks  of  asthma,  each  time  he  was 
able  to  muster  the  necessary  strength  and  courage  to  endure.  We  fostered 
the  hope  that  he  would  always  be  the  victor  and  live  to  enjoy  many  senior 
years.  With  the  enthusiasm  and  anticipation  of  a  tot  on  Christmas  morn¬ 
ing,  we  counted  the  weeks,  days  and  hours  when  Dad  would  make  a  return 
visit  to  us.  It  was  a  great  thrill  to  embrace  him  after  an  absence  of  a  year 
or  more.  Dad  had  many  admirable  qualities,  we  never  saw  him  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  he  was  Industrious  and  conservative.  He  was  seldom 
depressed  although  a  menacing  shroud  dogged  his  steps  for  many  years. 

Both  my  parents  have  now  passed  on  to  their  reward.  In  fond  recol¬ 
lection,  I  can  only  repeat  that  which  is  so  often  stated . we  do  not 

fully  appreciate  our  parents  and  give  full  evidence  of  our  affection  until 
suddenly  they  are  gone.  Most  assuredly  there  was  more  I  could  have 
done  to  lessen  their  worries  and  labors.  Our  time  on  this  earth  is  but  a 
day,  another  day  will  come  when  we  shall  be  reunited  in  an  eternal  setting. 
Again  in  1940,  we  suffered  further  bereavement,  my  brother-in-law,  Helen's 
brother,  Anthony,  succumbed  in  Chicago  after  a  brief  Illness.  We  cherish 
their  memory. 

Going  back  to  the  year  1938;  by  some  persistent  persuasion  from  a 
friend  we  gained  a  new  perspective  on  opportunities  in  real  estate.  In 
the  recounting  of  facts  and  data  in  the  dally  newspapers,  it  is  often  stated 
that  90%  of  the  fortunes  amassed  are  the  result  of  real  estate  ventures  .  .  . 
this  statistic  is  mentioned  because  it  does  seem  to  hold  some  substance. 

I  will  relate  in  some  detail  our  experience  in  this  field.  Any  success  we 
have  had  must  be  attributed  in  a  large  measure  to  a  man  named  Jack  Heslln. 
Jack  was  a  bachelor  and  resided  with  two  spinster  sisters.  During  the  de¬ 
pression  years  of  the  early  thirties  when  all  types  of  property  were  in  dis¬ 
tress,  Jack  and  his  sisters  managed  to  find  money  to  snap  up  the  bargains. 
By  1938  they  had  acquired  in  excess  of  75  dwelling  units,  some  were  apart¬ 
ment  buildings,  all  "purchased"  at  about  one  third  or  less  of  their  former 
valuation.  Jack's  relationship  with  us  was  on  a  most  cordial  business 
basis,  he  would  often  sit  at  our  kitchen  table  and  discuss  real  estate  while 
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Imbibing  a  cup  of  coffee.  One  day  Jack  said. ....  Why  don't  you  fellows 
buy  that  Sam  Hoagland  property  on  Walnut  Avenue?  We  brushed  the  sug¬ 
gestion  aside  replying  that  our  money  was  all  invested  in  our  business. 

Weeks  passed  and  at  intervals  Jack  would  reiterate  his  previous  words 
and  further  admonish  that  the  price  was  right  and  that  it  was  a  "natural" 
for  us  to  undertake.  We  told  him  again  we  had  no  money  to  buy  it,  and  in 
addition  it  would  take  a  great  deal  more  to  renovate.  Jack  retorted  "IF 
YOU  WAIT  UNTIL  YOU  HAVE  THE  MONEY,  IT  WILL  BE  TOO  LATE.  "  'jack 
knew  the  owner  personally  and  claimed  it  could  be  bought  for  $3500.  The 
house  was  an  old  two  and  a  half  story  square  frame  building  in  a  run  down 
condition,  actually  it  was  only  a  shell.  It  was  situated  on  a  comer  lot 
adjacent  to  commercial  zoning  and  stores.  The  location  was  ideal  for 
apartments  and  the  lot  was  worth  the  asking  price.  Finally  we  thought 
it  possible  to  swing  it  and  said  to  Jack,  see  if  you  can  get  it  for  $3500. 

The  deal  was  consumated  but  to  raise  the  money  was  not  easy.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  $3500  at  that  time  of  restricted  credit  and  low 
wages,  was  equal  to  $10,000  or  more  today.  We  poured  $8000  additional 
into  the  remodeling  to  form  six  apartments,  and  to  build  an  oversized  five 
car  garage  with  provisions  for  two  more  apartments  above.  In  addition  to 
new  wiring  and  plumbing,  we  installed  a  steam  heating  system  with  stoker 
feed.  This  property  was  only  about  five  blocks  from  our  home  on  Ryerson 
Avenue.  I  recall  that  on  below  zero  nights  one  of  us  would  walk  over  to 
the  apartments  at  midnight  to  refill  the  stoker  hopper  and  check  on  the  per¬ 
formance.  Perhaps  our  ability  to  acquire  the  Walnut  property  was  largely 
due  to  Dad's  backing.  We  were  indebted  to  him  for  the  loaning  of  stock 
certificates  which  we  used  as  collateral  at  the  bank. 

Because  of  the  excellent  location  of  this  property  and  the  continu¬ 
ing  improvement  in  the  general  economy,  we  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
good  tenants.  But  the  uninformed  must  understand,  a  building  of  this  type 
demands  a  great  deal  of  attention,  if  all  construction  and  maintenance 
work  had  to  be  hired,  it  is  questionable  if  the  venture  would  have  been 
profitable.  Every  Saturday,  over  a  period  of  almost  a  decade,  with  few 
exceptions.  Axel's  wife,  Nadine,  spent  most  of  the  mornings  in  cleaning 
halls,  stairs  and  basement  areas.  During  the  heating  season  the  stoker 
hopper  had  to  be  filled  daily,  morning  and  night.  Axel  and  I  spent  hours 
each  week,  cutting  the  grass,  clipping  the  hedge,  shoveling  snow,  and 
trucking  trash  and  clinkers  to  the  dump.  Changing  the  awnings,  storm 
windows  and  screens  seasonally  on  the  third  floor,  was  especially  an  un¬ 
enviable  task.  We  had  a  fine  self  liquidating  enterprise  working  for  us, 
but  it  took  a  lot  of  doing  to  keep  it  going  smoothly.  We  were  at  one  stage 
in  debt  to  the  tune  of  $12,000.00  or  more  than  $36,000.00  by  the  present 
Inflated  reckoning.  While  this  venture  was  sound,  it  was  not  a  good  rev¬ 
enue  producer  if  one  should  Include  all  labor  at  a  realistic  rate  of  pay. 
However,  from  this  splurge  into  real  estate,  we  learned  many  lessons  that 
have  benefited  us  with  increased  confidence  in  future  judgments.  This 
project  proved  to  be  only  the  beglnnlnq  of  a  long  list  of  related  enterprises 
to  follow.  230 
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In  1940,  Axel  and  I  purchased  another  large  residence  on  South  State 
Street  in  Elgin.  On  the  roof  were  seven  small  gables,  inside  were  three 
ornate  fireplaces.  We  paid  a  depressed  price  of  $4000  for  the  property, 
it  was  situated  on  a  comer  lot  and  the  location  was  even  better  than  the 
Walnut  Apartments  mentioned  previously.  The  two  places  were  only  two 
blocks  apart.  We  had  to  pass  the  new  acquisition  to  reach  the  Walnut 
Apartments,  so  it  was  Ideally  located  to  operate  and  "observe."  The 
house  had  been  maintained  better  than  the  first  one,  it  was  a  sound  in¬ 
vestment.  From  the  experience  gained  previously,  we  made  wiser  use  of 
the  remodeling  dollar.  We  designed  this  building  for  six  apartments  also, 
three  on  each  floor.  All  units  had  individual  front  and  rear  entrances, 
maintenance  and  operational  labor  was  held  to  a  minimum,  no  halls  or 
stairs  to  carpet,  light  or  keep  clean.  The  heating  plant  utilized  a  bin 
feed  stoker  which  reduced  the  firing  chore  to  the  daily  removal  of  clinkers . 
We  built  a  six  car  garage  and  provision  was  made  for  another  apartment 
in  the  basement  of  the  house.  Thanks  to  the  confidence  of  our  old  friend. 
Jack  Heslln,  we  did  not  hesitate  in  closing  this  deal.  We  knew  exactly 
what  to  do  and  what  the  end  result  would  be. 

Again  our  funds  were  limited  and  the  financing  hung  on  a  shoestring. 
Costs  mounted  as  more  subcontractors  were  engaged,  the  money  supply 
was  always  a  source  of  worry.  To  hold  the  expense  from  engulfing  us, 
we  worked  every  spare  minute  on  the  project  ourselves.  For  the  duration 
of  the  construction,  we  worked  not  only  late  on  Saturdays  but  on  Sundays 
and  holidays.  It  was  a  stupendous  undertaking  under  the  circumstances, 
with  the  usurpation  of  time  required  for  the  plumbing  business  and  caring 
for  the  other  apartments  on  Walnut  Avenue.  Somehow,  we  met  all  obliga¬ 
tions  when  the  Job  was  completed.  We  now  had  the  most  desirable  small 
apartments  on  the  west  side  of  Elgin,  they  were  all  rented  before  being 
finished.  The  building  sat  well  back  from  the  sidewalk  line  and  a  large 
expanse  of  lawn  complimented  the  setting. 

The  national  economy  had  not  yet  reached  normalcy  in  1940,  new 
construction  was  nearly  non-existent.  To  accelerate  the  general  recovery, 
the  federal  government  was  seeking  to  promote  Interest  in  remodeling  of 
existing  structures.  When  we  began  our  State  Street  project,  we  had  taken 
several  "before  pictures"  and  on  completion  took  the  same  views  again  as 
"after"  pictures.  These  contrasting  photos  were  solicited  by  a  National 
Builders  monthly  magazine  and  were  featured  on  the  front  cover  of  the  issue 
of  March,  1941.  They  were  followed  up  on  the  inside  with  an  editorial  and 
pertinent  information  which  we  had  written  relative  to  the  features  incor¬ 
porated  therein.  Soon  thereafter  we  received  another  request  from  Miami, 
Florida,  asking  for  permission  to  use  our  pictures  and  copy  for  promotional 
work  at  a  national  convention  of  Mortgage  Agencies .  While  receiving  no 
remuneration  or  prize,  it  was  an  honor  to  have  been  thus  recognized  over 
the  entire  United  States  for  an  outstanding  achievement  in  remodeling  for 
the  year  1940.  Dad  was  so  intensely  interested  in  our  enterprises  and 
success  prior  to  his  passing  that  one  cannot  refrain  from  speculating  as 
to  his  reaction  to  this  latest  venture.  We  sold  this  apartment  building  in 
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1948  with  a  well  deserved  profit.  The  Walnut  Avenue  Apartments  were 
disposed  of  In  1947,  only  a  modest  gain  was  realized  from  that  sale. 

Again  In  1940,  we  plunged  Into  real  estate  speculation.  This  time 
an  auction  sale  of  lots  was  held  on  which  we  purchased  35  lots.  They 
ranged  In  price  from  $2  5  for  those  outlying  and  without  Improvements,  to 
$350  for  comer  lots  on  paved  streets  Including  water  and  sewer.  Need¬ 
less  to  state,  we  should  have  bid  in  another  hundred  lots  If  there  had 
been  a  way  to  finance  them,  we  were  working  on  the  State  Street  job  and 
were  already  skating  on  thin  financial  ice.  Somehow,  with  the  aid  of 
some  fancy  juggling  and  with  cooperation  from  our  bank,  we  managed  to 
pay  for  the  lots  and  clear  all  accounts  as  agreed.  Our  financial  position 
was  like  walking  a  tightrope,  a  miscue  could  have  been  embarrassing,  to 
say  the  least. 

Over  the  years  in  the  plumbing  business,  we  had  many  weird  ex¬ 
periences.  An  unusual  episode  stands  out  In  my  memory  as  having  had 
the  ingredients  for  a  movie  thriller.  Fortunately  we  were  not  aware  of 
the  exposure  until  some  time  after  the  work  had  been  completed.  The 
location  was  a  sprawling  type  residence  in  a  rural  area,  some  ten  miles 
north  of  Elgin,  more  specifically  it  was  situated  on  the  highway  between 
Barrington  and  Algonquin.  We  had  been  engaged  to  relocate  some  hot 
water  radiators  along  with  other  minor  repairs.  This  job  was  in  the 
"gentleman  farmer  district"  where  wealthy  Chicagoans  maintain  palatial 
private  homes  segregated  from  the  tenant  farmer  and  other  buildings.  It 
was  not  uncommon  for  such  homes  to  be  tenanted  periodically  at  the  whim 
of  the  owner  who  may  travel  extensively  and  remain  away  for  long  inter¬ 
vals .  This  home  was  located  about  three  miles  west  of  Barrington.  Each 
day  we  worked  there,  we  were  greeted  at  the  door  by  an  oversize  Dober¬ 
man  Pincer  dog  which  was  held  in  check  by  its  master,  a  man  in  his  middle 
forties,  he  was  the  lone  occupant.  On  the  second  day  the  "owner"  wore 
no  coat  and  was  walking  around  indoors  with  a  gun  in  a  holster  strapped 
to  his  shoulder.  I  remarked  to  him,  "What  is  the  artillery  for?"  He  gave 
no  direct  answer  and  we  thought  nothing  more  about  it  believing  he  was  a 
police  officer  or  bodyguard.  The  den  contained  a  large  collection  of  fire¬ 
arms  and  hunting  trophies  which  is  a  tradition  of  the  wealthy.  The  man 
with  the  artillery  continued  to  act  strangely,  he  was  fidgety  and  uncom¬ 
municative,  and  would  not  volunteer  any  information  when  asked  about 
certain  details  involving  our  work.  We  were  too  occupied  to  suspect  that 
something  was  "wrong,"  to  us  it  was  just  another  job. 

Some  weeks  later  the  body  of  our  "mute  host"  was  found  in  a  ditch 
near  this  residence,  riddled  with  bullets  in  gangland  fashion.  On  the 
day  before,  this  man  had  killed  two  federal  agents  in  a  running  gun  battle 
in  the  streets  of  Barrington.  He  was  identified  as  George  (Baby  Face) 
Nelson,  a  member  of  the  infamous  Dllllnger  gang.  As  I  reminisce,  I  won¬ 
der  if  the  work  we  did  was  an  absolute  necessity,  and  if  it  was  not  timed 
to  coincide  with  activities  of  the  underworld.  Could  it  have  been  possible 
that  we  were  employed  as  a  shield  or  camouflage  to  avert  suspicion  from 
a  desperado.  232 
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When  Baby  Face  was  released  from  Joliet  State  Prison  In  1933,  his 
name  was  Lester  M.  Glllls.  The  records  show  he  later  became  a  ruthless 
killer  and  bank  robber,  labeled  #1  on  the  FBI  most  wanted  list.  In  an 
episode  of  obtaining  a  factory  payroll  In  one  of  their  many  robberies,  the 
timing  coincided  with  the  arrival  of  the  armed  pay  truck  within  the  factory 
gates.  Baby  Face,  Dllllnger  and  Company  gained  admittance  by  lettering 
a  truck  with  the  name  of  a  local  prominent  plumbing  concern.  A  dozen 
men  were  mowed  down  In  tills  haul.  Nelson's  speciality  was  the  use  of 
the  sub-machine  gun  and  In  his  many  escapades  killed  without  rhyme  or 
reason.  This  was  the  man  with  whom  we  spent  an  entire  week.  As  I  re¬ 
call  this  Job,  the  pieces  fall  Into  place.  The  plumbing  truck  routine  had 
been  successfully  employed  previously  ....  why  not  use  this  technique 
again . 


Of  one  thing  I  am  certain  ....  that  peculiar  vest  Baby  Face  was 
wearing  was  not  Intended  to  keep  him  warm.  I  shudder  when  I  think  of 
the  St.  Valentine  Day  Massacre  of  that  era  and  our  fate  If  anyone  of  us 
four  had  made  a  wisecrack  about  him  appearing  like  a  gangster.  As  I 
reflect  upon  this  "fraternizing"  with  possibly  this  country's  most  notori¬ 
ous  murderer,  I  realize  the  wisdom  of  the  words  ....  "Ignorance  Is  bliss. 

Another  Incident  In  which  we  had  a  brush  with  the  Revenue  Agents 
came  about  In  late  1932  ,  prior  to  the  revocation  of  the  national  liquor 
prohibition  amendment  called  the  Volstead  Act.  For  more  than  a  decade 
the  brewing  and  manufacture  of  alcoholic  beverages  had  been  forbidden 
which  gave  rise  to  an  undesirable  element  who  operated  as  "blind  pigs" 

In  the  distribution  of  Illicitly  manufactured  beer  and  liquor.  The  products 
of  the  "bootleggers"  were  generally  a  very  bad  substitute  and  oftentimes 
were  poisonous,  even  so  their  operations  were  extensive.  The  raw 
"hootch"  was  readily  available.  It  was  not  difficult  to  find  someone  who 
knew  someone  who  could  supply  any  quality  and  quantity  at  a  price.  If 
the  purchase  could  be  traced  to  Its  source.  It  would  undoubtedly  end  In 
the  lair  of  a  syndicate  headed  by  hoodlums  and  gangster  bosses  such  as 
A1  Capone. 

The  foregoing  Is  a  prelude  of  conditions  existing  as  I  relate  our 
complicity  in  an  unlawful  distilling  operation.  The  Elgin  newspaper  head¬ 
lines  electrified  the  populace  with  ....  "Revenue  Agents  Uncover  Giant 
Still."  The  owner  was  one  of  our  clients  who  owned  a  large  warehouse 
type  building.  The  basement  had  a  ramp  down  for  storage  of  cars,  the 
first  floor  was  used  as  a  garage  and  for  auto  repairing  In  which  the  owner 
was  Interested.  The  second  and  third  floors  were  not  used  In  these  de¬ 
pression  years.  We  were  called  frequently  to  make  plumbing  repairs  here 
and  especially  to  administer  to  a  "sick"  heating  system.  It  was  on  one 
of  the  latter  calls  that  we  noticed  a  new  galvanized  pipe  extending  from 
the  basement  floor  up  through  the  first  floor  to  rooms  above.  We  were 
dismayed  as  we  had  not  been  engaged  to  install  this  new  work.  On  In¬ 
spection  of  the  lower  end,  we  found  that  some  basement  floor  had  been 
freshly  dug  up  and  that  the  new  pipe  was  connected  to  the  city  water  line 
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before  the  meter.  The  meter  had  been  bypassed,  indicating  that  enormous 
quantities  of  water  were  to  be  used  which  could  reveal  the  existence  of  an 
unusual  "operation."  The  installation  had  been  made  by  a  qualified  plumber 
was  attested  to  by  the  neatly  wiped  branch  joint  on  the  lead  pipe,  a  few 
feet  ahead  of  the  meter. 

We  should  have  reported  the  "stealing"  of  water  to  the  city  but  elected 
to  forget  it.  The  owner  was  a  good  customer;  I  recall  we  asked  him  about 
the  new  piping  and  he  answered  he  had  new  tenants  on  the  top  floors  and 
they  had  done  their  own  piping  (a  handy  man  could  not  have  wiped  the 
joint).  However,  we  had  no  business  prying  into  others'  affairs  and  the 
matter  was  forgotten  until  some  six  months  later  when  the  aforementioned 
headline  appeared.  It  was  evident  that  large  wholesale  purchases  and 
deliveries  of  sugar  had  been  the  clue  that  subsequently  led  to  the  locating 
and  destruction  of  this  installation.  A  half  carload  of  sugar  was  confisca¬ 
ted  and  thrown  out  the  window  upon  the  ground. 

To  climax  this  story,  we  were  accused  of  having  made  or  aided  in 
this  installation  by  an  agent  who  came  to  our  shop.  We  filled  out  affida¬ 
vits  attesting  to  our  innocence  and  lack  of  knowledge.  The  owner  of  the 
building  was  implicated  and  penalized  but  fortunately  we  did  not  have  to 
testify  against  him. 

1941,  December  7th,  the  Japanese  attacked  Pearl  Harbor  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  a  few  hours  later  war  was  declared,  and  the  United 
States  was  embroiled  in  World  War  Two.  This  was  also  the  day  when  the 
Chelsey  Fritz  family  left  Elgin  to  make  their  home  on  the  west  coast.  Mrs. 
Fritz  is  our  stepsister,  Dorothy,  they  were  married  June  1,  1925.  Dorothy 
and  Chelsey  have  two  children,  Carol  and  Dale. 

In  May  of  19  42  ,  Axel  left  for  Norfolk,  Virginia,  for  service  in  the  Navy 
and  I  was  left  to  run  the  business .  World  War  Two  was  now  blazing  on 
many  fronts.  In  a  matter  of  weeks  defense  plants  could  not  obtain  enough 
help,  all  young  men  were  being  conscripted  and  a  man  power  shortage 
developed.  Two  of  our  best  men  left  us,  one  was  drafted  into  the  Army, 
the  other  chose  to  go  into  critical  defense  work.  Axel  and  I  had  drawn  ' 
plans  to  commence  building  a  house  on  one  of  our  many  lots  when  an  edict 
was  Issued  from  Washington  forbidding  all  new  construction.  It  was  our 
intention  to  major  in  construction  and  to  de-emphasize  our  plumbing  and 
heating  activities.  A  system  of  priorities  was  hereafter  established  which 
made  it  impossible  to  procure  any  building  material  of  any  kind  unless 
the  work  was  judged  by  a  priority  board  to  be  necessary.  Ceilings  were 
placed  on  rents,  food  and  gasoline  were  rationed,  and  new  tires  became 
non-existent  for  private  automobiles. 

Gas  rationing  stamps  were  issued  on  the  basis  of  miles  traveled 
in  the  pursuit  of  one's  employment  or  business,  everyone  was  expected 
to  transport  others  whenever  practical  in  a  "share  the  ride"  exchange. 

I  personally  was  not  greatly  inconvenienced,  services  such  as  ours  could 
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not  be  restricted  on  the  home  front  and  there  was  no  way  to  accurately 
gauge  the  required  gasoline.  With  the  probability  that  I  may  have  to  make 
repair  calls  in  surrounding  cities  and  for  other  customers  residing  in  the 
country,  I  was  allotted  an  ample  supply  of  petrol  to  conduct  my  business. 
Obviously  sightseeing  on  Sunday  and  frivolous  driving  was  held  to  a  mini¬ 
mum  . 


1942-43-44-45  were  war  years,  I  made  no  new  installations  as  I 
had  very  little  material.  I  had  considerable  repair  work  these  years  in 
the  course  of  which  I  tried  out  several  youths  who  came  to  me  with  the 
hopes  of  learning  the  trade.  I  had  so  many  aspirants  that  I  lost  count, 
somehow,  they  all  had  a  common  delusion  that  plumbing  was  mostly  play 
and  good  pay. 

1945,  Axel  returned  from  his  stint  in  the  Navy.  He  wanted  to  com¬ 
mence  building  homes  as  had  been  our  plan  in  early  1942  .  1  decided  to 

stay  with  the  plumbing  business  and  in  settlement  became  the  sole  owner 
of  Carlson  Brothers.  Axel  began  to  build  houses.  In  1946  I  was  able  to 
hire  a  good  journeyman  who  worked  for  me  for  the  next  twelve  years.  He 
was  William  Klelser,  there  were  10  children  in  his  family,  when  asked  the 
second  time  about  the  number.  Bill  would  explain  ....  we  have  7  boys, 
each  one  has  3  sisters. 

1947,  Richard  Carlson,  our  nephew,  returned  from  a  tour  of  duty 
with  the  Navy  and  was  at  the  age  where  he  was  trying  to  decide  on  what 
kind  of  endeavor  he  should  pursue  as  a  vocation.  Dick  was  19  and  showed 
a  mechanical  inclination  which  prompted  me  to  encourage  him  to  become 

a  plumber.  He  worked  for  me  during  the  next  seven  years  until  19  55  when 
he  went  into  the  business  on  his  own.  Plumbing  came  natural  to  Dick, 
above  all  he  was  dependable. 

1948,  Axel  and  I  sold  the  State  Street  Apartments.  In  conclusion  of 
this  transaction  I  became  full  owner  of  the  old  homestead  at  470  Ryerson 
Avenue.  In  1946,  I  had  bought  the  house  next  door  (north).  In  this  year 
1948,  I  purchased  the  vacant  lot  to  the  south,  these  three  pieces  of  pro¬ 
perty  we  still  retain  in  this  year  1962.  However,  again  in  1948,  I  bought 
another  property,  5  miles  south  of  Elgin,  on  the  main  road  between  Elgin 
and  St.  Charles,  called  State  Route  #31.  This  2  acres  is  a  strip  12  5  feet 
wide  which  reaches  800  feet  from  the  highway  to  the  shore  of  the  Fox  River. 
In  addition  to  a  combination  garage,  bam  and  chicken  coop,  there  was  a 
summer  type  house  on  the  premises.  The  house  I  have  since  remodeled 
extensively  by  raising  for  a  full  basement  and  installing  a  hot  air  furnace 
and  plumbing.  Many  beautiful  shade  trees  (honey  locust)  line  the  long 
drive  from  the  entrance,  there  is  ample  garden  space  and  fruit  trees  grow 
near  the  river.  We  keep  the  grounds  groomed  in  sdmmer  like  a  park. 

Over  the  past  10  years  we  have  owned  several  boats,  all  were  out¬ 
board  driven.  During  the  summers  there  has  hardly  been  a  weekend  or 
even  a  day  that  we  did  not  have  relatives  and  friends  come  to  visit  and 
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Top  left:  Ingvar  Carlson  and  sweetheart, 
Helen  Maday  of  Chicago, 

Top  right:  192  9,  Frank  Carlson  and  olfsprlng. 


Center:  Home  on  Ryerson  Avenue  built  by 
G.  R.  Carlson  In  1905-06.  In  settlement 
of  father's  estate,  Ingvar  came  Into  full 
ownership  in  1948.  Vacant  lot  on  left  and 
home  on  right  were  also  acquired. 


Left:  Ingvar  with  new  ACE  motorcycle  (192  3) 
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Ingvar  Carlson  and  Helen  Maday 
Maixled  In  Elgin,  November  20,  1926 
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Irigvar  Carlson  repairing  high  pressure  boiler 
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Above:  Left,  confirmation  Sunday  for  Doris  (1946).  On  right,  Christmas  1945 
The  children  are  Doris,  age  14;  Keith,  6;  and  Alice,  8, 

Below:  1961,  Ingvar  and  Helen  with  children  grown  and  married,  "My.  How 
Time  Does  Fly." 
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r\uucii  aiiu  i^ons  ourvani 
Married  AprU  2  1,  195  1,  at 
Bethlehem  Lutheran  Church, 
Elgin,  Illinois. 


Above:  Doris  as  a  sculptors ss 
Below:  Doris  and  Bob  dressed 
for  the  "prom" 

Right:  The  Survants  as  of  1960, 
the  children  are:  Laura, 
on  left;  Susan,  rear  center, • 
Sallle,  lower  right;  Jeffrey 
sits  on  mother's  knee. 
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Doris  Carlson 

Employed  as  a  fashion  model 
Photos  on  this  page  by 
Elgin  Courier-News 


Left: 

Bob,  captain  of  the  1949  regional 
basketball  championship  team, 
accepting  award  of  trophy  in  behalf 
of  his  mates.  Team  qualified  for 
state  contest  to  determine  State 
of  Illinois  champion.  Elgin  was 
eliminated  In  the  semifinal  play¬ 
off. 
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Keith,  age  4,  and  his  sisters,  /dice  and  Dons; 
it  was  /dice's  6th  birthday,  I'ebruary  19,  1943. 

Left:  Keith  and  Donna  dressed  tor  the  "prom" 
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Below: 

Keith  Ingvar  Carlson  married  to  Donna  Shabert  June  2  5  1960 

L  fhi,  Picture  aUoi 

is  their  son  Kevin  Ingvar,  bom  May  3,  1962  -  a  potential 
plumber  Kevin  is  the  fifth  generation  to  occupy  the  G.  R 
Carlson  homestead  on  Ryerson  Avenue  in  Llgln. 
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take  advantage  of  our  "retreat/'  some  only  wanted  to  lounge  around  and 
gaze  out  over  the  wide  expanse  of  cool  water,  others  came  to  fish,  the 
majority  wanted  to  take  a  spin  three  miles  down  the  river  to  St,  Charles, 
Our  son,  Keith,  had  charge  of  the  boating  "concession,"  most  of  the 
time  he  and  his  friends  were  taking  turns  at  water  skiing.  For  several 
years,  Helen's  mother  has  lived  in  the  cottage  and  acts  as  our  custodian, 
she  is  not  alone  for  many  days  at  a  time  as  relatives  from  Chicago  fre¬ 
quently  spend  their  vacations  and  weekends  with  her, 

1950,  I  took  on  another  young  apprentice,  Nathan  Stephens,  to 
learn  to  be  a  plumber,  he  stayed  with  me  until  Just  prior  to  my  quitting 
business  in  late  1961.  Nate  also  learned  quickly  and  was  trustworthy, 
Nate  worked  steadily  through  the  years  without  missing  a  day,  this  was 
dictated  by  his  growing  family,  by  last  count  (latest  were  twins)  the 
Stephens  have  9  children,  all  healthy  and  a  credit  to  their  parents, 

1951,  April  2  1,  our  daughter,  Doris,  was  married  to  a  college 
student,  Robert  Survant,  I  was  proud  as  I  gave  her  away  in  a  Ceremony 
held  in  the  old  Lutheran  Church  on  Villa  Street,  Later  we  had  a  reception 
for  the  newlyweds  at  the  K,  C,  Hall,  Doris  and  Bob  had  many  friends 
which  stemmed  from  their  high  school  days,  Doris  had  been  popular  among 
the  student  body  and  Bob  was  an  active  participant  in  athletics,  Ernest 
and  Evelyn  with  their  daughter,  Lois,  and  son-in-law,  Bernon  Morningstar, 
came  to  Elgin  from  Flint  for  the  ceremony,  Ernest's  son,  Richard,  was 
there  with  a  girl  named  Charlotte  Stevens,  whom  he  later  married.  The 
reception  hall  was  filled  to  overflowing,  everyone  had  a  good  time,  several 
dignitaries  lent  "significance"  to  the  occasion.  In  1953,  Doris  and  Bob 
purchased  a  new  home  which  Axel  had  built  at  2  15  S,  Edison,  They  now 
have  four  children.  Bob  presently  operates  a  tavern  in  downtown  Elgin, 

19  55,  Keith  indicated  that  he  would  like  to  become  a  plumber  so 
I  registered  him  as  an  apprentice  with  the  State  Board,  Keith  was  attend¬ 
ing  the  local  Community  College  and  worked  for  me  in  spare  time  for  his 
spending  money.  At  this  time  I  had  3  men  and  4  trucks  in  operation.  For 
several  years,  one  contractor  gave  me  the  plumbing  on  60  or  more  houses 
annually. 

19  60.  Our  son,  Keith,  was  married  on  June  2  5th  to  Donna  Shabert, 
a  classmate  at  high  school.  A  reception  was  given  by  her  parents  at  a 
hall  in  Dundee.  A  week  later,  on  July  2nd,  the  third  and  last  of  our  off¬ 
spring  was  married  at  the  new  Bethlehem  Lutheran  Church,  Alice  was 
united  with  Gerald  Carlson  and  again  it  became  my  pleasant  chore  to 
escort  a  daughter  in  matrimony.  The  reception  followed  at  our  home  which 
we  had  recently  remodeled.  It  was  a  beautiful  day  which  permitted  every¬ 
one  to  sit  at  tables  among  the  flowers  in  the  garden,  beverages  were  dis¬ 
pensed  from  the  garage  building,  Gerald  and  Alice  had  been  classmates 
at  the  University  of  Illinois.  Jerry  is  currently  associated  with  his  father, 
Arthur  Carlson,  a  well  known  plastering  contractor  in  this  area.  Alice  is 
a  teacher  of  the  second  grade  in  the  Lowrie  School,  in  the  same  room  where 
she  had  previously  sat  as  a  student. 
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Thus  after  an  epoch  of  three  decades  beginning  with  the  birth  of 
Doris  in  1931,  our  home  is  comparatively  empty,  most  of  all  we  miss  the 
spontaneous  strains  of  music  and  song.  As  was  the  case  when  I  was  a 
youngster  at  home  in  Ludington,  music  has  played  a  major  role  in  our 
pleasures,  the  contentment  and  togetherness  it  fosters  cannot  be  mini¬ 
mized.  I  doubt  that  juvenile  delinquency  can  spawn  where  voices  blend 
to  Instrumental  accompaniment.  Music  is  more  than  entertainment,  it  is 
inspirational,  it  gives  us  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  finer  things  and  we 
see  beauty  in  everyday  living.  Even  before  the  children  came,  it  was 
customary  at  our  home  when  company  came,  for  someone  to  sit  down  at 
the  piano  and  with  a  little  urging  I  would  tune  up  the  fiddle  and  a  gay  song- 
fest  was  the  result.  My  wife  has  been  vitally  interested  in  our  children's 
musical  education  and  it  is  mostly  through  her  watchful  persistence  and 
encouragement  that  they  all  can  play  one  or  more  Instruments.  Doris 
plays  the  piano  and  violin;  Alice  plays  four,  the  organ  and  harp  in  addition 
to  piano  and  violin;  Keith  plays  only  the  piano. 

Beginners  at  first  do  not  realize  the  importance  of  music  and  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  practice.  In  my  youth  1  wish  my  parents  had  been  more  vigilant 
and  persuasive  while  1  studied  the  violin,  notwithstanding,  it  has  been 
the  source  of  much  enjoyment.  Brother  Ernest  was  the  musician  in  our 
family  in  Ludington,  he  later  advanced  to  a  semi-professional,  he  also 
played  banjo  and  mandolin  in  an  orchestra.  I  have  noted  in  Grandfather's 
memoirs  that  he  played  the  organ  in  their  home  in  Sweden  and  he  dwells 
on  the  many  good  times  centered  at  the  Instrument,  it  was  ever  thus,  sta¬ 
bility  of  the  home  becomes  assured.  It  is  said,  the  best  things  in  life  are 
free,  music  can  be  inexpensive. 

1961.  Work  had  been  falling  off  for  many  months  due  to  a  prolonged 
recession.  Business  conditions  had  been  good  since  the  start  of  the  war 
20  years  ago,  all  the  while  work  had  been  plentiful  and  prices  received 
were  adequate.  Now  after  all  those  years  of  rising  prices  and  seeming 
prosperity,  the  "bloom  was  off  the  rose"  and  the  old  disastrous  under¬ 
bidding  and  price-cutting  came  into  vogue.  At  my  age  I  did  not  wish  to 
compete  again  for  work  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  that  prevailed 
in  the  thirties,  it  was  time  to  quit. 

Our  son,  Keith,  who  is  now  a  journeyman  plumber ,  is  working  steady 
for  another  contra ctor .  I  could  not  interest  him  in  taking  over  the  business  , 
Keith  is  well  aware  that  this  is  a  grueling  occupation  and  I  would  not  un¬ 
duly  Influence  him  to  follow  where  I  leave  off.  In  his  early  twenties,  not 
without  basis,  Keith  believes  that  working  for  a  high  hourly  wage  is  pref¬ 
erable  to  the  confinement  and  self  sacrifice  demanded  in  direct  public 
service.  However,  if  one  is  to  advance  in  this  world,  it  is  necessary 
to  work  long  hours  and  be  on  the  alert  for  investment  opportunities  ,  the 
plumbing  business  provided  an  excellent  medium  to  obtain  first  hand  infor¬ 
mation.  It  is  my  judgment  that  all  my  worldly  possessions  and  moderate 
success  have  been  made  possible  by  my  partnership  with  Axel  in  1930  in 
the  plumbing  business  and  subsequent  Investments  as  a  consequence 
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thereof.  I  feel  my  choice  has  been  good,  with  the  long  and  extra  hours 
of  toil  there  has  come  reward. 

Not  wishing  to  remain  in  business  any  longer,  I  held  an  auction 
sale  on  my  premises  August  2  6,  1961.  For  several  weeks  Axel  and  others 
helped  me  with  the  preparations;  on  a  cost  basis  1  had  inventoried  trucks, 
equipment,  tools  and  supplies  at  $30,000.  The  weather  on  the  day  of 
sale  was  ideal,  nevertheless  the  interested  buyers  were  few,  some  came 
from  Aurora  and  Joliet  who  helped  to  liven  the  bidding,  but  in  general  the 
sale  was  a  disappointment.  Our  nephew,  Richard,  who  had  started  in 
business  a  few  years  ago,  purchased  more  than  anyone  else.  Everything 
was  sold  except  my  Bulck  station  wagon  and  a  few  personal  hand  tools. 
With  the  basement  cleared  for  the  first  time  in  30  years,  it  gave  the 
illusion  of  being  a  large  meeting  hall. 

The  plumbing  business  was  unique,  monotony  was  nonexistent. 
When  Axel  worked  with  me,  all  Jobs  received  our  personal  attention; 
customers  appreciate  having  the  boss  on  the  job  giving  close  supervision. 
By  1942  ,  we  had  worked  for  most  of  the  small  building  contractors  and 
had  been  invited  into  nearly  half  of  the  homes  in  Elgin.  Our  dependability 
and  integrity  was  never  questioned,  it  was  taken  for  granted.  Our  most 
well-to-do  and  esteemed  customers  would  tell  us  where  to  find  the  key 
and  where  to  leave  it  when  there  was  no  one  at  home.  In  fact  we  became 
sort  of  consultants  on  matters  pertaining  to  real  estate,  building  and  re¬ 
modeling,  oftentimes  volunteering  architectural  and  layout  services  to 
the  extent  of  our  ability. 

The  enviable  position  of  trust  and  favor  accorded  to  us  must  be 
shared  with  two  young  men  who  worked  for  us  through  those  lean  years 
of  the  thirties.  They  were  Edward  Schroeder  and  Erland  Carlson,  the 
latter  being  a  brother-in-law,  married  to  Helen's  sister,  Ann.  These 
young  men  in  addition  to  being  astute  mechanics  were  also  courteous, 
industrious  and  neat.  Nothing  is  so  well  received  and  acknowledged  by 
discriminating  customers  as  workmen  of  this  type  who  are  conscientious 
to  the  degree  that  they  will  remove  their  coarse  shoes  in  traversing  ex¬ 
pensive  carpeting  and  finished  floors.  Unquestionably  Ed  and  Erland 
aided  us  in  selling  our  services  more  than  we  have  credited  them.  These 
boys  had  no  equal  in  that  they  were  also  gentlemen. 

The  decision  to  quit  business  in  1961  was  made  reluctantly.  It 
seemed  then  as  it  does  now  that  I  have  betrayed  my  clients,  because 
there  existed  a  mutual  closeness  that  reached  beyond  our  business 
transactions  it  seemed  cruel  to  conclude  such  relationships  with  sharp 
finality.  I  feel  a  guHt  akin  to  someone  who  has  been  fraudulent.  I  am 
Indeed  sorry  but  I  saw  no  alternative.  I  have  grown  more  tired  as  the 
years  take  their  toll,  I  want  to  ease  up.  I  thank  all  for  their  confidence 
and  patronage. 
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For  the  past  twenty  years  and  more,  Helen  and  I  have  been  quite 
active  In  church  affairs,  Helen  on  numerous  occasions  has  acted  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  annual  Covered  Dish  and  Meatball  suppers,  I  have  maintained 
the  plumbing  and  heating  systems  for  years  largely  on  a  gratis  basis.  I 
have  served  several  terms  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  In  the  administration 
of  the  physical  properties.  Financially,  (in  my  estimation)  we  have  met 
our  responsibility  liberally.  I  am  interested  In  the  work  and  growth  of 
our  church  as  I  contend  that  Christian  teaching  Is  equaHy  important  to 
youngsters  as  learning  the  "3  R's.” 

On  October  30,  1961,  sadness  struck  our  family.  Joseph  Maday, 
Helen's  brother,  died  at  the  Veterans  Hospital  In  Chicago.  Joe  had  been 
ill  for  many  months  and  the  end  was  not  unexpected,  he  was  43  years  of 

age.  He  is  survived  by  his  mother,  three  sisters _ Helen,  Ann  and 

Julie,  also  a  brother,  lYank.  During  the  past  summer  Joe  lived  with  his 
mother  at  our  river  cottage.  Again  we  are  reminded  that  we  do  not  know 
the  number  of  our  days,  we  cherish  his  memory. 

From  the  time  I  played  cowboys  and  Indians  as  a  lad  In  the  cedar 
swamp  near  our  home  on  the  edge  of  town  at  Ludlngton,  I  have  loved  the 
great  outdoors.  More  of  my  most  memorable  events  took  place  on  farms 
In  Minnesota  where  It  seemed  folks  were  so  very  genuine  and  considerate, 
where  caring  for  the  horses  and  other  livestock  was  a  pleasant  chore.  In 
seeking  a  reprieve  from  the  synthetic  life  of  the  city  I  have  many  times 
In  past  years  sought  out  fishing  retreats  in  the  backwood  areas  of  northern 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  In  the  few  years  that  God  may  grant  me  to  live 
hereon,  I  hope  that  I  once  more  can  recapture  briefly  the  tranquillity  and 
simple  pleasures  I  have  missed  over  the  past  40  years.  As  I  Join  the  ranks 
of  the  retired  I  feel  the  lure  of  the  rod  and  reel  keenly. 

After  liquidating  the  plumbing  business,  my  wife  and  I  spent  several 
weeks  seeking  to  procure  acreage  near  good  fishing.  To  this  end  we  con¬ 
tacted  many  realtors  with  such  listings;  by  the  process  of  elimination  we 
finally  decided  to  purchase  an  old  fashioned  farmstead  situated  on  ten 
acres  and  located  six  miles  from  the  town  of  Whitewater  in  southern  Wis¬ 
consin.  The  property  consists  of  a  nine  room  house,  dairy  barn  and  sev¬ 
eral  feeding  sheds.  A  windmill  (not  in  use),  a  small  orchard  and  a  silo 
serve  to  bring  back  memories  of  my  youth. 

From  our  new  home  it  Is  only  a  five  minute  walk  to  Whitewater  Lake 
which  abounds  with  game  fish.  Pheasants,  deer  and  other  game  frequent 
our  orchard  and  alfalfa  field.  The  terrain  hereabouts  is  decidedly  rolling 
and  great  expanses  remain  in  their  virgin  state  of  woods  and  underbrush. 
Thus  wild  life  thrives  in  an  environment  that  Is  rarely  penetrated  by  avid 
hunters.  As  yet  we  have  no  close  "next  door"  neighbors  although  there 
are  many  homes  lining  the  shore  of  the  lake.  However,  a  new  community 
elementary  school  stands  across  the  road  from  us  a  short  block  away, 
several  buses  bring  the  children. 
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We  moved  into  our  new  home  early  in  April  of  this  year  and  immedi¬ 
ately  set  about  to  renovate  the  house  from  basement  to  garret.  It  had  not 
been  our  plan  to  spend  any  large  sum  in  the  process,  but  after  the  former 
owner  vacated  permitting  us  to  make  a  better  inspection  we  discovered 
that  very  little  met  the  standards  to  which  we  were  accustomed.  At  the 
time  of  this  writing  our  task  is  almost  complete,  we  have  installed  new 
plumbing,  a  new  hot  water  heating  system  and  electric  wiring.  In  the 
process  considerable  plaster  was  torn  off,  this  patch  work  was  executed 
by  Jerry,  our  son-in-law,  who  is  hi  the  plastering  business.  In  this  ex¬ 
tensive  improvement  we  made  a  separate  apartment  on  the  second  floor 
which  has  since  been  rented  to  a  young  couple.  The  husband  is  a  student 
in  Journalism  at  the  college  in  Whitewater. 

While  we  live  only  75  miles  from  Elgin  via  good  highways,  we  have 
learned  dramatically  that  winters  can  be  expected  to  be  more  severe,  that 
knowledge  came  with  almost  dire  consequences  on  a  Sunday  of  last  Feb¬ 
ruary.  Keith  had  been  making  the  trip  here  on  many  successive  weekends 
to  lend  me  a  hand  with  the  plumbing  preparatory  to  our  moving  in.  On  this 
particular  weekend  (February  17-18)  we  were  obliged  to  return  to  Elgin  on 
Sunday  by  prior  commitment.  I  personally  wanted  to  be  there  in  time  to 
bowl  with  my  team  in  the  afternoon  and  also  Helen  and  I  were  scheduled 
to  join  another  couple  on  Monday  morning  in  a  drive  to  Florida  on  a  three 
week  vacation. 

By  9  a .  m .  we  were  on  our  way ,  Helen  and  1  in  our  pickup  truck  led 
the  way,  followed  b;^  Keith  and  his  wife,  Donna,  in  their  car.  We  started 
earlier  than  usual  as  it  had  snowed  during  the  night  and  a  strong  wind  was 
causing  drifts,  a  snow  storm  was  brewing  and  we  feared  being  snowed  in. 
We  thought  that  once  we  were  on  the  heavy  traveled  highway  our  worries 
would  end  but  this  was  not  the  case.  Instead,  from  the  outset,  we  found 
cars  stalled  and  at  one  point  were  compelled  to  spend  several  hours  in  a 
roadside  tavern  waiting  for  a  highway  crew  to  open  the  road. 

The  storm  did  not  abate  and  visibility  was  almost  nil,  in  some 
stretches  we  progressed  by  sheer  intuition,  then  suddenly  it  happened  . . . 
we  came  upon  a  stalled  car  and  1  narrowly  averted  a  collision  by  veering 
abruptly  toward  the  ditch.  Keith  and  Donna  were  likewise  blinded  by  the 
storm  and  could  not  avoid  crashing  into  the  rear  of  my  truck.  Moments 
later  another  hit  Keith's.  In  the  chain  reaction  irreparable  damage  was 
done  to  Keith's  car,  a  tow  truck  was  called  to  take  it  into  the  city  of 
Harvard,  less  than  a  mile  away. 

The  mishap  occurred  during  the  noon  hour  in  front  of  a  farm  home 
where  the  owner  with  tractor  was  busily  engaged  in  extricating  stalled 
vehicles  and  puUing  them  onto  his  premises.  Many  cars  filled  the  yard 
of  this  haven  and  we  were  more  than  glad  to  Join  a  dozen  other  "casual¬ 
ties"  in  the  house.  Our  predicament  was  heightened  by  our  concern  about 
Donna,  Keith's  wife,  who  was  expecting  to  become  a  mother  in  a  couple 
months;  as  the  storm  continued  to  rage  we  made  arrangements  to  stay 
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-dai  faal  lo  ^  rio  aaonaupannoo  ailb  laomU  dflw  amco  oybalwonrt 

abna;laaw  avlacaooua  no  ansri  qlrf  adf  ynidam  naad  bail  filial  .Yinm 

aid!  fiO  ,nl  ynlvom  wo  of  Yvwai&qaiq  pnldotu^  adf  riilw  bned  a  am  bnel  of 
no  nlpll  Of  rrwJa-t  ol  boqlldo  aiew  aw  (81  ^undal)  bnadaaw  uslooinaq 
of  omlf  ot  faiaril  ad  of  batnaw  xlUnoBiaq  I  ,  fnanUlmmoo  loliq  Y®^^® 
baiifbaiioB  o7«w  I  hne  nalaH  oelR  bna  noomaJia  adf  nl  maof  y"*  l^od 
aairtJ  e  no  eblioJl  or  avifb  a  nl  ynlmom  Y^bnoM  no  alquoo  oarffona  nlol  of 


.noliooav  rtasw 


bjl  doi/it  qu.^oiq  luo  nl  I  bna  naUH  ^\a^  wo  no  snaw  aw  .m  ,a  6  yfl 
bancvfe  aW  .ito  ilarti  nl  ^annoU  ,aiiw  aid  bna  dUaSt  bawollol  ^yaw  adf 
brw  brtl'^  jnciia  B  bofi  fdytn  arii  ynltub  bowona  bnrf  il  an  Icuay  nsitJ  lalliaa 
,rtl  bawona  ynlad  ba^nal  aw  bnR  yniwaid  aew  nnoia  wona  a  ,8lllib  ynlaufio 
aamow  wo  v^wriyld  balevaif  yvnad  adj  no  oww  aw  aono  ladi  fdyiiort}  aW 
hnuol  aw  ,faafvo  arij  moil  ,bioTanI  .aaao  adj  fon  anw  aldf  fud  bna  bluow 
a  nl  aiuod  iaiavaa  btiaqa  of  baliaqmoo  oww  inloq  ano  ia  bna  batlnia  amo 
,boor7  aril  naqo  oi  waw  n  lol  pniiimw  nv»vnl  ablabnoi 

amoa  nl  ,llif  raoraln  otiw  yltllcUaiv  bn6  aiedfi  ;on  bib  onofa  art! 

...  baitaqqftd  it  YliiaaUqi  a^rif  .noUluJnl  loade^d  beecm^q  ^  aaitolaita 
ynl  taav  yd  nolallloo  a  faiihovn  ylvaoTinn  f  bna  fijo*  btlisfa  8  noqu  anno  aw 
artj  yd  babnild  oelw*rilJ  aiaw  nnnoG  bnn  riJlaJl’  .rioflb  aril  biuwof  yliqindfl 
awiamoM  .;loinl  ym  to  loat  aril  oinl  ynlriecia  blovo  fon  btood  bna  nnofa 
asW  opamab  olJaribqaTil  /tol)o<>in  nlodo  adf  rd  •e'dila^  ftrt  ladiona  laial 
lo  ylto  art»  ofnt  ti  aiai  of  bailMO  acw  ioun  wof  a  »IW  t’dila:!  ojt  snob 


.yewa  aiiitr  a  nartf  taol  «bia\nnll 


aiaoif  mint  a  to  fnoil  ixl  wort  noon  adf  yniwb  binwooo  qarialm  adT 
'batUia  indlaalitxd  nt  bayayna  ytlaud  aow  wfoatf  dflw  lanwo  adl  aiadw 
biey  a:ll  bolul  airo  ynnM  .•  atlmaiq  aid  oino  laartl  ynllimi  bnn  aaloldav 
-Iqutto*  lodio  iianob  a  idot  of  baly  nartf  aiom  aiaw  aw  bne  swvb/I  cliti  to 
luuiUt^maonoo  ito  yd  hafnafdfilail  erw  maoLaotboiq  wO  .aanori  BdS  nl  "aalf 
alqnoo  a  nl  lodfom  a  amooo^i  of  pnlJoa«iTia  aaw  orfw  »tlrw  a’rtfloT  »anno(l 
ytla  Of  afnartiaynana  abnm  oy^  oyni  of  baunllnoo  imota  adi  aa  ;adJiiom 


ei>s 


iK  t  1^  / 


overnight.  During  the  evening  hours  there  were  signs  of  abatement  and 

later  the  road  was  again  opened  whereby  many  of  those  stranded  went  on 
their  way. 


being  served  breakfast  by  our  benefactor  we  arrived  In  Elgin 
without  further  Incident.  Donna  consulted  her  family  physician  and  we 
were  all  relieved  to  learn  that  through  this  hectic  ordeal,  she  had  appar- 
ently  suffered  no  111  effects.  It  was  a  bitter  and  costly  episode  .  .  . 

r?  the  plans  we  had  made.  Our  scheduled  departure  for 

llorlda  with  our  friends  was  delayed  one  day,  we  left  on  Tuesday,  after 
that  awful  nightmare  of  Sunday  some  relaxation  was  In  order. 

It  was  our  first  Journey  to  the  "state  of  sunshine"  and  we  enjoyed 
it  immensely.  As  Is  the  custom  of  all  visitors,  we  watched  the  daily 

weather  at  home,  our  contentment  grew  perceptively 
as  the  Wisconsin  snows  became  deeper.  ^ 


Before  proceeding  further  In  this  writing,  Helen  and  I  rejoice  In 
announcing  that  a  baby  boy  came  to  Donna  and  Keith  on  May  3rd,  he  was 
named  Kevin  Ingvar.  Thus  it  seems  assured  that  our  family  name  will  live 
lor  at  least  another  generation.  Like  Doris  and  Bob's  children. .. Laura , 
Susan  Sallle  and  Jeffrey ..  .little  Kevin  Is  also  a  picture  of  health  and 
perlectlon.  . . .  indeed  we  are  proud  to  be  their  grandparents , 


Since  Helen  and  I  have  moved  to  our  farmstead,  Keith  and  Donna 
have  occupied  our  old  home  In  Elgin.  They  are  the  fourth  generation  of 

Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson  and  his  wife  built 
It  in  iyU4  05.  Through  recent  extensive  remodeling  and  other  Improve¬ 
ments  in  years  past,  our  old  homestead  at  470  Ryerson  Avenue  Is  ultra 

aspects  and  after  57  years  Is  generally  In  better  condition 
today  than  at  any  previous  time. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  In  these  closing  paragraphs  I  did  not  pay  my 
respects  to  a  dear  relative  who  recently  was  summoned  to  her  reward. 

She  Is  Mrs.  Robert  Nelson  whom  we  fondly  called  Anna.  She  Is  frequent¬ 
ly  mentioned  in  the  memoirs  of  our  father  and  grandfather,  they  tell  us 
^na  came  to  Elgin  from  Sweden  on  April  19,  1899,  as  a  captivating  miss 
o  16.  Anna  Elizabeth  Torrel  was  a  daughter  of  our  grandmother's  sister, 
Augusta,  thus  our  father  and  Anna  were  first  cousins. 


Anna  was  orphaned  at  an  early  age  after  which  she  was  reared  by 
her  maternal  grandparents  on  the  family  farmstead  known  as  "Alandsryd." 
She  came  to  America  as  one  of  the  many  thousands  of  immigrants  at  the* 
turn  of  the  century.  At  Elgin,  Anna  married  Robert  Nelson  in  1907,  Robert 
later  on  operated  a  downtown  grocery  and  market  with  his  brothers' until 
his  passing  In  January  of  1940.  Robert  was  our  father's  closest  friend 
and  by  a  celestial  coincidence  they  both  were  summoned  to  that  Place  of 
Many  Mansions  only  two  months  apart. 
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bne  tmnsiadA  \o  inylB  ai«w  mod  cnlnave  sril  pnliwa  .JriBimavo 
no  tnow  babnaxtc  sBorif  \c  ynaa  benaqo  nlfico  e«w  baoi  artj 

•r  .^sw  ilanl  I 

1  <«ii«1r# 

at^il  nl  bsvtnfi  »w  tolOBlaiiad  ii^o  yd  iauWaaid  bavras  pntad  lailA 
aw  bii6  nftlolHxrtq  ylimBl  lari  haJb/anoo  eiwoQ  .Ifisbioni  wtittul  tuotvtw 
-ztqqs  bari  aria  ^Isabio  olJoarf  ti/li  rf^umdi  JariJ  meal  of  bavailai  lift  aiew 
....  oboctqa  vlfBOO  baa  \aJ?nl  a  aaw  fl  .afodlla  111  bn  boialiue  ylfn* 

Tol  auffiMiab  balwb^itoe  wO  .abcm  bsrf  aw  analq  aril  moii  tnaialiib  ot 
laJltt  ,y«ba®uT  no  «al  aw  ,yBb  ano  bayalab  »£w  abnalii  tuo  riJlw  aWion 
.labio  ill  BBw  noliaKfifai  aoioa  yabnuB  lo  aiantlxtQln  iuiwa  faril 

bayolna  aw  bne  "anlrienua  lo  aiMt"  aril  of  yanriuot  laill  mo  taw  il 

yllab  aril  barioiuw  aw  .aroflalv  Jla  lo  moJtj/o  aril  al  aA  .ylaananuni  11 
vlavUQaoiaQ  waip  inaminalnoo  luo  .amori  la  larilaaw  aril  lo  twan  lol  n^aq 

.Taqoab  amaoad  awona  nlanooaiW  aril  ae 
o 

nl  aoiolai  1  bna  nalaH  ^pnlliiw  alril  nl  larilwl  cnlbaaooiq  aiolaS 
aaw  ari  .biC  y»M  no  rillaJ*  bna  aimoa  of  araeo  yod  yd  ad  a  laril  f^clonitoa/is 
avll  ILlw  amen  yllmal  mo  laril  bamaee  amaoa  li  aiiriT  .lavpni  aivM  banian 
,  CToal, .  .fiaTbUito  B»do8.  bna  iMoCl  ajltl  .nolJffianac  larilona  fa^  la  lol 
bna  rillaari  lo  amloiq  a  oala  al  nivaX  alflU.,  .yanilat  ba®  allleo  ^naawS 
.  ainaiaqbnaip  ilarij  ud  oi  buoiq  aia  aw  baabnl  .. .  .nolioaliaq 


aonoa  bna  rilla.'l  jbaaJatinal  mo  oi  bavom  avari  I  bna  nalaH  aonlS 
lo  (lollnanap  rifmol  aril  aia  yarfT  .nlcl3  ftl  amori  bio  mo  balquooo  avari 
tllud  aHw  alri  bna  noahaO  bloriniaH  lalauO  aonla  aiaril  avll  oi  enoaliaO 
-avoanmi  lariio  bna  B«llabo»nn  avtanalxa  inaoai  ripwoirfl  ,20-^Oei  lU  11 
attlu  Bl  aunavA  nonayH  la  fceaTaamod  bio  mo  »}aaq  aiaay  nl  elnoo 
nolllbnoo  lailad  nl  yllcianav  al  naay  ^2  lalla  bna  aloaqaa  laom  nl  matmia 

.BflUJ  aoolvariq  yna  is  naril  yabol 

yo  yaq  ion  bib  1  ariquri^OTaq  pnlaolo  aaaill  nl  U  aalmai  ad  binow  1 
.biawat  lari  ol  banommoi  aaw  ylfnaoai  oriw  avtiaiai  laab  a  of  aioaqejn 
-inaupMl  al  ari8  .annA  baUao  ylbnol  aw  inortw  noelaK  fiadofl  ,aiM  al  aria 
ei/'llal  yaria  .'jarijalbnern?  bna  mrilal  mo  lo  ailomam  aril  nl  banotanara  yl 
aatm  onllavWqao  a  aa  »ee8I  ,61  UaqA  no  nabawS  irurd  nlpia  oJ  amio  annA 
.lalala  eharfiombnina  too  lo  lalripi/fib  a  tavr'InnoT  riiadasllS  onnA  ,dl  to 

.antauoo  ittll  aaaw  nnnA  bna  lariaal  mo  awril  .aatupuA 

,7 

yd  bal^i  taw  aria  rfolrtw  laJla  apa  ylma  na  la  banariqno  raw  annA  ••  • 

“  .byn<sboalA’‘  aa  nwonri  baaieonal  yllmal  aril  no  ainoiaqhnmp  lamafam  lari 
Bill  15 ‘^Harapimiiil  to  abnamorij  yflam  aril  lo  ano  aa  aoimmA  ot  aaiM  ai»2 
nadoH  ,TOff^'np«JaM  ntxlcl!  baiTHMn  aiirtA  ,alviliiA'>  .yminoo  aiii  to  irmt  y 
Ulnu  tierfiouf  Bill  riJiw  lajliani  bna  ytaooip  irwolnwob  a  balaiaqo  no  lalal 
bnal^  ftaeola  a‘taril6l  wo  taw  nadofl  ,0^€rk»  ytftunal  nl  pntta^  Uri 
lo  aooH  Jifift  ol  banoimnua  aiaw  rtlod  yaril  aonoblonloo  laliaalao  a  yd  bna 
B  .naqa  erilnom  owi  ylno  anolanoM  ynaM 

"7F!  _ 


’■irfifi 


♦ 


In  the  twenties  and  before,  we  boys  looked  forward  to  the  next  visit 
to  the  Nelsons  with  Dad.  There  we  were  greeted  with  warmth  and  con¬ 
geniality  climaxed  in  early  evening  with  a  table  setting  on  a  grand  scale 
. .  .a  realm  in  which  Anna  had  no  peer.  At  the  Nelson  home  the  sun  seemed 
to  shine  brighter  than  anywhere  else  and  one  would  feel  an  overwhelming 
optimism  that  became  contagious.  Anna  lived  a  life  of  service  to  shut-ins 
and  those  less  fortunate.  Possessed  of  many  rare  attributes,  she  was  a 
remarkable  woman  whose  energy  as  a  humanitarian  knew  no  bounds.  Next 
to  her  devotion  to  her  family,  Anna  will  long  be  remembered  for  her  dedi¬ 
cation  to  church  activities  where  she  was  foremost  among  the  volunteers, 
Anna  (Torrel)  Nelson  succumbed  May  22  ,  1962  ,  at  the  age  of  79.  We 
cherish  her  memory. 

Anna  and  Robert  Nelson  are  survived  by  two  charming  daughters, 
Mabel  and  Hazel,  who  are  the  image  of  their  mother.  The  girls  and  we 
are  second  cousins  but  our  association  for  the  most  part  has  been  much 
closer.  For  many  years  Mabel  was  the  private  secretary  to  the  president 
of  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company,  but  is  now  engaged  as  a  legal  ste¬ 
nographer  in  a  local  law  office.  While  Mabel  was  employed  at  the  Watch 
Company,  she  assisted  me  at  regular  intervals  with  billing  and  clerical 
work. 


Hazel  is  now  Mrs.  Earl  Pierson  residing  in  Houston,  Texas,  where 
Mr.  Pierson  is  district  representative  for  a  nationally  known  accounting 
firm.  At  Elgin  High  School,  Hazel  and  Earl  were  classmates;  here  they 
distinguished  themselves  with  four  years  of  scholastic  excellence  crowned 
by  both  being  awarded  the  coveted  medal  as  the  outstanding  seniors  of  the 
Class  of  192  8.  Earl  continued  his  studies  and  became  a  certified  account¬ 
ant  . 

We  are  proud  of  our  relationship  to  Mabel  and  Hazel;  wherever  their 
names  are  mentioned,  we  feel  chesty  as  we  hasten  to  offer  enlightenment. 

Perhaps  the  reader  has  noticed  that  family  names  have  no  conse¬ 
quence  in  the  Ancestor  Charts  printed  herein.  The  story  of  our  lineage  as 
received  from  Sweden  alternates  from  the  paternal  to  the  maternal  sides 
by  the  dictates  of  the  records  available.  From  a  glance  at  the  Ancestor 
Charts  it  is  evident  that  much  of  the  "luster"  is  derived  from  several 
distinguished  mothers .  Since  we  began  this  literary  effort  almost  two  and 
a  half  years  ago,  there  has  been  an  Increased  Interest  by  and  large  in  the 
formation  of  groups  and  organizations  whose  objective  is  the  tracing  of 
family  lineage.  The  surge  of  historical  enthusiasm  manifest  in  some  areas 
has  led  to  public  schools  offering  special  classes  of  instruction  in  archive 
research  as  an  instrument  for  lineage  tracing. 

I  would  suppose  that  it  is  an  isolated  instance  when  a  person  is 
found  who  is  not  proud  of  his  parents ,  I  would  regard  it  as  normal  that 
everyone  has  wondered  about  his  background  and  which  countries  are  in¬ 
volved  in  his  being.  It  is  indeed  an  accomplishment  when  tracings 
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A 

jjltlv  odJ  ol  tnewiol  b*3(ooi  eyod  ®w  ^atolad  bns  ealinsv/i  »rfj  nl 

-noo  bad  oJflTiJKw  fttlw  boissit^  piew  «w  .beG  ilJlw  Q.ioeiaVl  «rtJ  ol 

»i69«  b(tdt|»  6  no  ^nilioa  oldei  &  rillw  yniiiov®  ^Iib9  nl  boxjsmllo  yltiftlne^ 
boras®®  aue  «rti  a<noii  noaloM  »ri)  lA  .issq  on  bsd  t&nnA  /lotrlw  nt  mliiai  s... 

inisrlwia VO  n&  tael  bluow  ano  bfiu  aala  aiedwYna  nodi  isirfyiid  snide  ol 
Bnl'*}ur(e  ol  aoivist-  io  oUi  jb  bovli  6nnA  .eaoii^dlaoo  aracoad  icdl  raeiniliqo 
A  ®6w  ads  ^ealvdliiia  aidt  Ydara  )o  baaeaeso^  ..alfioulwl  seal  aaod)  bna 
JxaVf  .ebnaod  on  wanal  aaltaiindmud  a  ea  YP'Jon®  asortw  naraow  sldniianiai 
•«tbab  lad  loi  baiadraoraai  ad  ^nol  Uiw  aonA  ,vllaial  lad  ol  noilovab  isd  ol 
.naoinoiov  adl  enooia  leomaiol  aew  ade  eiadv/  eaiilvUoe  doiudo  ol  nolloa 
aW  ,e^  lo  nQA  sdi  l6  ,WCI  «SS  badciiin>ou«  noelsM  (1»t»oT)  anoA 

.viomani  lad  deiiado 


‘n, 


^ciald^ab  pnimiado  owl  Yd  bavlviue  aia  noelaW  ttadoH  baa  annA 
aw  bna  eiii^  adT  .ladioai  iladi  lo  a^boU  edi  aia  odw  ^iasaU  bna  lodaM 
doum  noad  ead  liaq  laora  adi  lol  noliaiootea  ‘uio  lud  enieuoo  boooac  na 
t/Tbbleatq  odi  ol  alavliq  adl  eaw  ladaM  aiasy  vnain  lol  .lasolo 

-ale  laqal  a  ea  ba^acna  won  ai  Jud  ^'^noqaioD  doiaW  lanoU&Vl  nlQll  adl  lo 
dojeW  adl  la  bayolqraa  saw  ladaM  alitiW  .aoiUo  wai  IaooI  o  nl  ladqarpon 
taolialo  bna  pniUid  dilw  eleviaini  laiovai  la  am  baJaieaa  adt  ^ynaqraoD 


aiadw  ,eaxar  «nojeuoH  nl  fnlblea^  noeial^  haS  .eiM  won  al  iasaH 
pniinuoooe  fwon;(  yJlanoilan  a  lol  avllalnaeaiqai  lotilelb  al  nonal*!  .iM 
yad)  oiod  ;e«ifimaeslo  azew  lia3  bne  lasaH  .loodoB  riplH  nlqiS  lA  .anil 
benwoio  aonaU^oxa  oiiaelodot  lo  aiaaY  dilw  aavlaaraadi  bsdaU/pnllatb 
adl  lo  «KiInae  pnlbnaialvo  adi  aa  labam  baiavoo  adl  babiawa  pnlad  diod  yd 
-lauoooji  bailinao  a  ainboad  bna  aalbuia  aid  bauniJnoo  iia3  ,8£€1  lo  aaclO 

.Ina 

■  Jk-if*  1 1 

iladl  lavaiadw  UasaH  bna  ladaM  ol  qidanoiialai  luo  lo  buovi  aio  aW 
.inamnaidollno  laUo  ol  naltad  aw  ao  ylaado  laal  aw  ^banoltnara  oio  aaman 


-••noo  on  avad  aaman  yUmal  jadj  baoilon  aed  laboai  adl  eqediaH 
•a  epBanii  loo'lo  yioia  adT  ►niaiad  baintiq  aiiadO  xilaaoxiA  ^dj  nl  aonaup 
aabta  lamaliiin  arU  ol  lamoiaq  adl  moil  aainmalla  nabawB  motl  bavlaoai 
loiaaofiA  adl  la  aoneiy  6  moil  .cddaiinva  abiooai  adl  lo  aaialolb  adl  yd 
iaiavaa  moil  baviiab  ai  "laiaul"  adl  lo  doum  inril  inablva  at  il  aliadO 
bnft  owl  laoflila  noHa  yiaialii  «ld|  nbpad  aw  aoniS  .ttadiom  badalvpnUalb 
adl  nl  apicl  bna  yd  leaialai  baaanoni  na  naad  end  aiadi  »op6  isioay  Had  a 
io  ofiiobU  adl  al  avilaatdo  aaodw  anoiiasinapio  bna  aqooig  lo  noUarmol 
aaai0  ainoe  ni  laaUnam  raablaodlna  laolioiaid  lo  avii^a  adT  .apaanli  ylimal 
avldoidfld  noUowuanl  lo  aaMalo  ialoaqa  pniiallo  aloqftoa  ollduq  ol  bal  aad 

..  .pnloail  apaanll  lol  Inonti/ilani  no  aa  doiaaaai 

^  al  noeiaq  a  nariw  aonaitnl  baiaXoal  ns  ai  il  led)  osoqqna  bUiow  1 

ladKtaixnon  aa  H  biapn  biuow  I  ^aiiwaq  aid  lo  buonq  ion  si  odw  bnuol 
-nl  md^aium^oo  doldw  bna  bnuoipdoM-ald  loods  baiabnow  aad  anoyiava 
nao  epnltTsil  nadw  inomdaiiq/nooos  as  baabnl  al  U  .qnlsd  aid  nl  bavlov 
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be  made  to  the  era  of  1500  A.  D. ,  even  In  this  progressive  country  records 
sre  fragmentary  and  fade  beyond  1850.  In  our  Instance  some  success  was 
made  possible  by  engaging  professional  services  In  Sweden.  By  the 
achievement  of  this  accredited  agency  we  have  assembled  authentic 
material  which  makes  this  family  history  more  complete.  We  lay  no  claim 
to  fame  or  superiority  in  seeking  to  preserve  all  pertinent  material. 

If  you  have  seen  the  Ancestor  Charts  which  begin  with  the  Intro¬ 
duction  of  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  In  1539 . have  you  thought . how 

does  this  succession  of  marriages  affect  me  and  my  family,  do  we  play  a 

part?  I  can  only  answer  for  myself . I  consider  It  a  special  privilege 

to  see  our  name  linked  with  the  many  others  In  the  Charts.  If  my  family 
makes  a  noteworthy  contribution . this  Is  for  others  to  assess.  How¬ 

ever,  I  prefer  to  believe  that  with  the  formation  of  every  new  family  many 
desirous  qualities  are  blended  that  will  reinforce  and  beautify  our  banner 
to  greater  durability  and  luster. 

As  It  seems  a  certainty  our  volume  will  be  completed  in  early  1963, 

I  need  not  repeat  that  this  has  been  "quite"  an  experience.  Once  the 
copies  have  been  distributed  we  will  be  confronted  with  the  disposition 
of  about  a  dozen  various  diaries,  original  manuscripts  and  memorandums 
of  our  father  and  grandfather.  Most  of  this  material  Is  written  In  Swedish 
and  It  Is  doubtful  that  any  of  our  descendants  will  be  able  to  make  the 
translation  to  appreciate  them.  In  most  instances,  we  have  been  able  to 
make  translations  where  necessary  but  have  found  that  It  Is  work  for  those 
more  proficient.  The  problem  is:  If  you  have  been  primarily  educated  in 
our  schools . you  will  find  your  proficiency  severely  unequal  in  mak¬ 

ing  translations  to  a  foreign  language  with  which  you  have  only  limited 
expression.  It  is  possible  that  this  material  will  be  sealed  in  a  box  and 
stored,  however,  I  prefer  to  dispose  of  it  with  an  appropriate  ceremony 
while  reducing  It  to  ashes.  This  final  disposition  by  burning  has  been 
suggested  at  our  meetings  and  if  unanimous  I  Intend  to  ask  Ernest  to  act 
as  master  of  ceremonies  in  the  near  future.  With  the  printing  of  the  book, 
we  believe  our  father's  and  grandfather's  hopes,  ideals  and  alms  are 
well  on  their  way  to  realization.  In  reflecting  back  upon  the  stupendous 
task  of  translating  executed  by  our  father  in  Interpreting  the  memoirs  of 
his  father,  I  feel  that  full  recognition  has  not  been  accorded  him  for  such 
an  outstanding  accomplishment. 

My  story  began  April  10,  1901,  with  my  birth  In  Sweden,  I  have 
now  reached  the  current  date  and  there  is  little  more  to  add  unless  I 
would  speculate  on  the  future;  it  Is  safer  to  delve  In  the  past.  Yesterday, 
on  November  2  0th,  Helen  and  I  were  married  36  years.  Time  seems  to 
accelerate  with  each  passing  year  and  those  36  years  seem  much  less. 

We  have  enjoyed  life  to  Its  fullest,  this  made  possible  by  unusual  free¬ 
dom  thus  far  from  Infirmities,  serious  illnesses  and  crippling  accidents. 
Our  children  and  their  offspring  are  also  thus  blessed.  Tomorrow  Is 
Thanksgiving  Day  which  is  the  most  revered  day  of  the  year  for  us ,  we 
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have  so  much  to  be  grateful  for.  To  the  future  youngsters  and  heirs  of 

this  heritage  I  wish  to  leave  this  parting  admonition . take  care  that 

you  are  a  credit  to  your  parents . May  this  lineage  grow  and  prosper 

in  the  Ways  of  Righteousness. 


Whitewater,  Wisconsin 
November  2  1,  19  62 
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FOREWORD  TO  MY  LIFE 
AXEL  FRITJOF  CARLSON 


Bom  June  4,  1902,  in  the  settlement  of 
Westra  Ryd,  near  the  city  of  Brakne  Hoby , 

In  the  Province  of  Bleklnge,  close  to  the 
southern  coast  of  Sweden. 

Son  of  Carl  Frank  and  Alfrlda  (Engman)  Carlson 

Grandson  of  Gustaf  Relnhold  and  Christine  (Carlson)  Carlson 

Grandson  of  Ingman  and  Berta  (Bengtsdotter)  Isaksson 

Brother  of  Ingvar  Relnhold 
Brother  of  Ernest  August 
Brother  of  Oscar  (deceased) 

Brother  of  Ruth  Ingeborg 

Husband  of  Nadine  Carlson,  nee  Younker 


It  is  with  enthusiasm  and  the  contemplation  of  a  rewarding  experi¬ 
ence  that  I  welcome  this  opportunity  to  assist  in  bringing  our  book  project 
to  reality.  I  fully  realize  that  my  own  literary  talent  leaves  much  to  be 
desired,  but  notwithstanding,  I  wish  to  contribute  a  sincere  effort  even  if 
It  Is  shorn  of  luster,  and  glares  with  defects.  If  I  can  project  my  image  In 
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an  earthy,  folksy  manner,  I  shall  claim  a  degree  of  success.  My  formal 
education  ended  with  my  sophomore  year  in  high  school,  and  while  I  have 
since  attended  several  evening  courses  offered  for  adult  education  to  im¬ 
prove  myself,  I  must  profess  that  I  am  not  the  studious  type  and  all  my 
life  I  have  been  content  to  make  my  livelihood  with  my  hands  where  some 
creative  ability  and  know-how  have  played  a  part.  The  outdoors  has 
always  claimed  my  Interest,  only  once  have  I  worked  "inside,"  that  was 
for  a  period  of  less  than  a  year  when  I  was  employed  In  the  office  of  the 
Western  Electric  Company  in  Chicago.  There  I  designed  switchboards 
and  made  apparatus  layouts  for  Installations  in  telephone  exchanges 
nationally  and  In  foreign  countries  . 

It  has  been  more  than  two  years  since  my  brothers,  Ernest  and 
Ingvar,  and  myself  first  made  the  bold  decision  to  proceed  with  this  book. 
We  had  only  a  passing  knowledge  of  book  composition  and  only  a  vague 
Idea  of  how  the  finished  product  would  appear.  From  this  embryo  our  pro¬ 
ject  has  expanded  from  a  veritable  "mole  hill  to  a  mountain"  In  proportion, 
and  I  will  admit  at  times  its  ramifications  seemed  alarming  and  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  However,  the  magnitude  has  served  to  goad  us  to  greater  determina¬ 
tion  In  the  belief  we  will  not  only  succeed  but  will  hand  to  our  descendants 
a  "family  showcase"  they  will  treasure. 

Our  aspirations  have  amplified  with  information  received  from  Sweden 
disclosing  the  presence  of  many  learned  men  in  our  lineage,  two  of  which 
were  honored  by  the  Royal  Family  In  the  conferring  of  titles  and  the  granting 
of  knight  status  with  symbolic  Coat  of  Arms .  Perhaps  of  more  significance 
to  future  descendants  is  the  revealing  of  several  clerics  of  whom  two  were 
bishops  of  notable  stature  who  at  a  critical  time  in  history  may  conceivably 
have  had  an  influence  in  the  cause  of  religion  beyond  the  shores  of  Scandi¬ 
navia.  On  evaluating  our  heritage  it  is  manditory  to  recognize  that  the  fine 
men  and  women  (all  of  them)  seen  on  our  ancestor  chart  are  an  integral  jjart 
of  us  and  we  may  well  seek  to  emulate  their  accomplishments  and  status  in 
our  daily  pursuits. 

A  flattering  commendation  concerning  our  Family  History  has  come 
from  an  unexpected  source.  Prior  to  this  incident  our  Family  History  had 
no  "outside"  readers  and  only  a  few  close  relatives  knew  of  its  existence. 
Those  who  have  read  it  have  been  generous  with  praise  which  has  been  a 
determining  factor  in  our  decision  to  convert  it  from  an  assortment  of  hand 
and  typewritten  sheets  to  something  more  appealing. 

To  acquire  ideas  and  possibly  learn  about  some  of  the  problems  en¬ 
countered  in  book  publishing,  we  contacted  an  acquaintance,  a  Mr.  Benson, 
who  lives  some  seven  miles  north  of  Elgin.  This  man  is  a  commercial 
artist  and  illustrator,  and  as  expected  we  were  given  valuable  information. 
He  thumbed  through  the  FAMILY  HISTORY  and  commented  on  what  a  noble 
pursuit  it  was.  All  the  while  Mrs.  Benson,  also  an  artist  and  sculptoress, 
was  an  Interested  bystander.  As  we  were  leaving  she  asked  if  she  may 
read  It  that  evening,  to  which  we  consented. 
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aonaolllnyie  aioAt  io  aqaiHaS  .erniA  bo  laoO  oilodinYB  dflw  aulaia  tripiiol  lo 
ataw  owl  nioilw  lo  2.oiiala  laiavae  lo  ynllaavai  aril  al  ainabnaoaab  aiulul  ol 
Yldaviaonoo  \cm  Yiojeiri  nt  amli  laotllio  a  la  oriw  auiiaia  aidaton  lo  eqodaid 
'ibnaoS  lo  aaiorie  nil]  bnoyb^  nuiyllan  io  aauao  arii.ni  aonaiilljxl  na  bad  avad 
anil  adl  taiU  ssinvoom  ol  YiQt|bn«Mri  aJ  ti  ayaitiod  ind  vntiaiilfiVa  lO  » alvnn 
Jiaq  laipoini  na  aim  Jiaifo  tolaaona  mo  no  naaa  (aiadl  lo  lla)  namow  bna  nam 
nt  auialt  bna  aJAamriallqiiioooa  itafll  alaiiimo  ot  data  iiow  yaia  aw  bna  au  lo 

•  tllurtuq  Yll*b  ino 

amoo.ead  yi»i*1H  y11*>*1  ynlmaonoo  noUabnaminoa  oniianall  A 
bad  yiolrilH  ylltna'l  n#o  ineblonl  alrti  oj  loM  .aoiuos  baloaqxami  na  niond 
.aonalalxa  all  lo  wand  aavllalai  aaolo  wal  a  y1«>  bna  aiabaai  "abialuo"  on 
a  noad  aari  rioiriw  aelaiq  rtllw  auoianoy  nead  avad  11  barn  avail  oriw  aeoifT 
bnori  lo  inaomoaaa  na  moil  11  liavnoo  oi  noiatoab  ii/o  ni  loioal  yninlanalab 

.yntlaaqqe  ariom  vnlfOaiooa  ol  alsadi  naliliwaqYl  bna 

.  %  ^ 

-na  amaldoiq  aril  lo  amoa  luoda  maal  yldlatoq  bna  aaabi  aitnpoa  oT 
.noenaa  ,|M  a  taonalniaiipoa  na  baloainoo  aw  ionliiailduq  dood  ni  baialnnoo 
lAloiammoo  a  il  nam  atifT  .nIpQ  lo  riiion  talim  navaa  amoa  aavU  oriw 
. nollannolnt  aldaulov  navly  aiaw  aw  boioaqxa  aa  bna  ,io!eiJaiiIU  bna  laliia 
9ldoa  a  laitw  no  balnammoo  bna  YllOTffiH  YJXMA1  aril  dyuouil  badnunU  aU 
^  aaaioiqii/o*  bna  lelfio  na  oala  ,ncana£l  •atM  aliifw  aril  UA  .asw  ft  ilwa*iuq 
Yam  aria  If  badaa  aria  ynivaal  ataw  aw  aA  .tabnaliYd  baiaaiaJnl  na  aaw 
V*  •'IT;  ibaJnaanoo  aw  doldw  ol  ^pnlnava  mill  11  baai 


The  next  morning  our  phone  rang  and  a  sleepy  voice  at  the  other  end 
was  that  of  Mrs.  Benson  who  had  stayed  up  all  night  to  read  our  Dad  and 
Granddad's  stories  from  cover  to  cover.  She  called  to  say  how  captivated 
she  had  become  with  all  the  characters  by  the  warmth  they  projected.  Mrs. 
Benson  had  left  her  native  Austria  at  the  age  of  twelve  and  memories  were 
rekindled  as  she  started  to  read  and  could  not  lay  It  down  until  she  came 
to  the  end.  This  charming  lady  lauded  the  character  and  integrity  of  our 
forebears  to  such  a  degree  that  it  Is  regrettable  we  could  not  have  made 
a  tape  recording  of  the  conversation  to  enable  us  to  quote  her  verbatim. 

Such  a  testimonial,  coming  from  a  stranger,  was  heartening  and  inspira¬ 
tional.  It  cemented  our  belief  that  this  project  was  worthy  of  considerable 
effort  and  expenditure  to  bring  It  from  obscurity  to  a  position  of  Justifiable 
prominence . 

Later  that  day  we  went  back  to  the  Bensons  to  get  our  book  and  we 
discussed  it  over  a  friendly  cup  of  coffee.  The  memory  of  Mrs.  Benson  was 
amazing,  she  related  our  own  childhood,  the  loss  of  Mother  and  a  multitude 
of  Incidents  as  though  she  were  a  member.  Mrs.  Benson  laid  emphasis  on 
that  which  exalts  all  who  respect  virtue.  The  complete  lack  of  vice  and 
shame,  and  the  absence  of  misery,  violence  and  divorce  was  conspicuous. 
She  was  especially  Impressed  with  the  devotion  of  everyone  to  their  family, 
mentioning  the  subtle  tribute  paid  to  the  dear  departed,  "Blessed  be  their 
Memories . " 

Do  you  know  why  we  have  so  much  Juvenile  delinquency,  major  crime, 
and  notorious  records  of  broken  homes  ?  Mrs.  Benson  posed  that  question 
and  volunteered  this  answer.  After  reading  your  Grandfather's  story,  I  am 
convinced  that  because  these  forebears  usually  had  large  families  and  the 
making  of  a  livelihood  demanded  the  full  cooperation  of  everyone,  resulting 
in  stabilizing  the  home  and  contributing  to  the  security  of  family  ties. 

As  I  have  now  passed  my  sixtieth  birthday,  I  will  divide  my  Life  Story 
Into  four  parts  of  fifteen  years  each  which  coincides  with  the  "drama"  as  I 
have  "played"  It.  The  first  part  will  Include  events  pertaining  to  our  happy 
home  from  1902-17.  The  second ...  bereavement  and  severance  of  family 
ties  as  a  youth,  marriage,  prosperity,  panic  and  depression,  1917-32. 

Third  part.  .  .business  Interests,  bereavement  and  service  in  World  War  Two, 
1932-47.  Part  four  encompasses  building  construction,  tours  abroad  and 
my  semi-retirement,  1947-62  .  In  relating  the  events  of  1902-1917,  I  have 
purposely  omitted  a  major  portion  to  avoid  duplication  and  repetition  of 
accounts  given  by  brothers  Ernest  and  Ingvar.  I  feel  they  have  treated 
these  years  thoroughly  and  further  elaboration  would  serve  no  purpose. 


St.  Charles,  Illinois 
August  2  5,.  19  62 
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II  .  '  '  .V 


bns  isrtto  eill  Ja  solcv  >;qoAl8  A  b/iA  pnsi  »noriq  luo  coimom  Txsn  s/fT  { 

'  baa  bed  uo  booi  ot  id^in  lie  qi;  barf  oifw  noand€  .eiM  lo  sow 

baisv2tqeo  worf  \sz  oi  bslloo  .-lavoo  ot  lovoo  motl  eeltota  e'bobbnoiO 
,aiM  .batoslotq  yarfl  rfinnow  arb  aistooiarto  arfi  lla  rftlw  emoood  barf  arfe  f 
ai9w  tdiioacom  boa  avlawt  lo  9(^6  orfl  it  aiiteuA  ovltan  lorf  j)oI  bod  nosno^ 
smoo  ftrfa  ll)m/  nwob  11  ion  bluoo  bns  baai  ol  bafieis  orfa  ae  belbnlrfsi 
luo  lo  YJl'A?a3fU  bna  lalcoiarfo  arfj  bsbual  y^aI  eninnaxlo  olffT  »bna  orf}  o1 
obam  avorf  ion  bliioo  aw  oldeiisTpei  al  11  lerfl  dAT^ab  e  dove  oi  aioadatol 
.mllodiav  leri  oioup  ol  au  eldCKA  oi  nolJaaiavnoo  drfl  lo  pnlbroodi  oqai  s 
-orUqani  bna  piiinotioarf  asw  «iot;^flaTii  a  ounl  gnlmoo  b  fiouS 

ftldoiabltnoo  lo  YdHow  asw  }oa{oiq  alrfi  iodl  loUod  uro  boittsmoo  A  .laxioil 
•IdoilliBut  lo  noiiiaoq  a  oi  Yiluioado  moil  11  pnlid  ol  aiullbnaqxa  bna  noils 

.•onsnimoiq 

sw  bna  iood  luo  lop  ol  trioanoH  arfi  ol  dood  insw  sw  ^Ab  lartl  laioj 
aaw  noBftsO  .nM  lo  yiomsiii  srfT  .ssllon  lo  quo  Ylbnsbxl  a  is'/o  U  bsttuoalb 
sbuliliom  a  bna  isxiioM  lo  tool  sill  «boorfb!lffb  /two  too  bsiolsi  srf«  .^nlsania 
no  aiaartqms  blci  noanofl  .nM  .i^mam  u  sisw  orfc  ifouo/ll  so  eiosblorU  lo 
bne  sorlv  lo  iool  el9lq<«oo  sifT  .suniv  looqeoi  orfw  lla  eilnxs  rfotiilw  lerfl 
t>  .  ti/ouoiqaooo  a«w  soiovib  bns  sonslolv  ^Ynsatm  lo  sonssde  6(if  bna  ,smarfa 
^VDmal  liorfi  oi  snoYisvs  lo  noilovsb  srfl  rfllw  bseasiqinl  yilatosqis  tow  srfS 
ilsil)  sd  6388918"  tbanoqab  laab  ttll  ol  bloq  sludlil  slidtia  srfl  pnlnolinsm 
•'  *• .  eoltomsM 

:.  .  t 

,S(niio  tolarn  lYor.aupntlsb  sIlHsvt;*  rfnuai  oe  svarf  «w  yrtw  woiul  uoy  oQ 

rfolraaiip  teiii  bssoq  noiuisfi  .s^  T  asmorf  nsrfoid  lo  abnoost  auotiolon  bna 
ma  I  ^vaois  «  lariialbn/'.-iO  mov  pnlbosi  isilA  .iswana  atrii  bmssinoiov  bna 
siif  bna  eotllmel  spml  bed  vllf  -'dA  aioedoiol  -.laorfr  sai/oosd  lOib  bsonlvnoo 
puliLufcn  ,3/irjYiAvs  ku  :':ol}«is«too^  llul  iirfi  bobnamob  bocrtUsyll  a  lo  pnlXom 
.asil  lo  yUiuooa  snt  oi  ^aUudtirnoo  baa  smorf  arfi  pnlUtldote  nl 

1 1  'I 

YioiasltJ  ym  sbivlb  iUw  I  \Y<d3rfl^ld  ;ifstlxla  ym  bsaaoq  won  ovail  1  OA 
I  aa  "amoib"  srfl  rfllw  esblonioo  dolrfw  does  nssY  nasilil  lo  aiioq  luot  oinl 
yqqad  luo  ol  pnlnioiisq  ainsvs  sbulonl  lUw  hoq  leill  sdT  .11  "baYalq”  svod 
Yllmol  lo  sOneiavsa  Lna  losnisvosisd. .  .^noosa  sifC  .tl-SOei  moil  smod 
, noise eiqsb' baa  otA0q'« yiJioqtotq  « sookrterA  ,dltaY  a'aa' asii 
^owTiaWbhoW  /  I  oomaa  bna  insmsvesisd  ^aiaoiolnl  aasnlaud. .  .neq  biirtT 
bne  booidb  aiuoi  ,nolioimanoo  piublliid  asctaqaioonf  luol  n<^ 

•vad  I  t^l81-£0ei  lo  ainsvs  sdi  prcHafen  /d  .  jnomsTlioi-lmat  yflt 

lo  notlHsqsi  bns' noileoliqub  blovs  ol  noinoq  lotam  a  bslllmo  ylsaoqiuq 
bsiftsil  svad  ysdi  lost  1  .lavpol  bne  lasrrrH  nsiiloid  Yd  nsvtp  alnuoooe 
.saoqtuq  ’Off  a\nsa  bbtow  itoltoiodais  isdni/l  bns  Y^dpuoiodl  aiasY  sesdl 

‘in 

•  d-i  ■  •''ti 

BlonliU'AsehadO  ,lC  ■  ^ 


PART  ONE 


Age  0-15 
1902  -  1917 


The  church  records  in  the  parish  of  Brakne-Hoby  in  that  small  city 
of  the  same  name,  state  I  was  bom  on  June  4,  1902,  on  a  farm  some  six 
miles  northeast  of  the  city,  the  place  was  called  Westra  Ryd  as  there  was 
a  cluster  of  farms  which  formed  a  settlement.  The  name  of  Axel  Fritjof 
was  ceremoniously  bestowed  upon  me  and  it  has  not  been  until  recently 
that  I  learned  to  be  more  appreciative  of  the  selection.  To  quote  some 
Swedish  history,  we  learn  that  Gustavus  Adolphus  (Gustavus  II)  1594  - 
1632  was  not  only  a  great  ruler  but  a  military  genius. 

With  every  great  leader,  there  is  usually  at  least  one  person  who 
has  provided  the  "brains"  and  helped  to  make  the  decisions;  Gustavus 
Adolphus  had  Axel  Oxenstlema,  the  latter  name  translated  is  Oxen-star. 
Axel  was  primarily  a  statesman,  he  accompanied  GUSTAVUS  ADOLPHUS 
during  his  campaigns  in  Germany,  taking  charge  of  all  diplomatic  affairs. 
On  the  fall  of  his  master  at  Lutzen  (1632)  Axel  was  recognized  as  head  of 
the  Protestant  League  and  in  1636  returned  to  Sweden  to  become  chancellor 
of  the  kingdom  and  as  one  of  the  five  guardians  of  the  Queen.  After 
Axel  had  negotiated  a  favorable  agreement  with  Denmark  in  1645,  Queen 
CHRISTINE  bestowed  on  him  the  title  of  Count.  The  foregoing  seems  a 
bit  out  of  order  as  it  is  recorded  in  histories ,  but  what  the  books  will 
not  relate  is  that  which  concerns  our  forefather,  Isak  Rothovlus ,  whose 
picture  is  reproduced  herein,  who  was  engaged  as  a  private  tutor  in  1597 
to  Axel  Oxenstlema  and  his  brothers,  Krister  and  Gabriel. 

Thus  we  find  our  lineage  closely  linked  to  Oxenstlema  who  became 
ruler  of  the  kingdom  and  who  was  acknowledged  by  scholars  of  all  nations 
as  the  greatest  statesman  of  that  era.  Queen  Christine  was  frivolous  and 
incompetent,  which  subsequently  brought  deterioration  to  the  country's 
military  might  and  loss  of  prestige  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Before  her 
abdication  of  the  throne  in  1654,  our  Swedish  research  collaborators  tell 
us  that  in  1653  she  knighted  our  Capt.  Aron  Johansson  of  the  Vlborg  Castle 
in  Finland.  I  will  now  presume  that  everyone  is  acquainted  with  the  name 
Axel.  That  Oxenstlema  was  an  important  man,  no  one  can  dispute.  The 
question  to  be  resolved  is  .  .  ,  was  Bishop  Isak  Rothovlus  really  a  bril¬ 
liant  teacher? 

The  name,  Fritjof,  poses  a  deeper  probe  and  believe  it  is  derived 
from  Greek  mythology.  I  have  noticed  that  Frldjof  Nansen,  the  famous 
Norwegian  explorer  (1861  -1930),  had  a  very  similar  name.  In  dropping 
the  topic  of  names,  it  appears  that  my  parents  had  good  intentions,  that 
is  all  that  counts.  I  am  now  prepared  to  tell  that  which  has  happened  over 
the  next  sixty  years,  1902  -1962  . 
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3WO  THA^ 


YflD  Uetfis  /ftifl  nl  \o  dciifiq  arfl  ni  Bb'ioosi  liowrio  t/fT 

xXa  affloe  nnsi  a  no  «S0fil  am/I  no  bbw  I  atats  ^aman  amae  aiit  to 
sew  awrfJ  sfi  bx^I  enisaW  batieo  sew  aoalq  srtf  wito  sdj  lo  ssBetinoa  nolira  , 
lotllil  laxA  lo  aman  aifT  .inamaXHas  8  bannol  Hotitw  stmsl  Jo  isJeufo  a 
^iJnaoai  ilTfu;  nasd  ton  ted  tl  bnn  am  noqu  bawottad  yltuolnomsiao  aew 
amoB  etoi/p  oT  .nottoaloB  srft  lo  svitfllDatqqe  mom  ad  ot  bamsai  2  tadt  1 
-hen  (11  tir/dtsi/D)  aurfqlobA  euvetauD  Jsrit  rnaol  aw  ^yioiBlrf  rielbawB 

.euina^  ^  itnJ  lalxn  taaiv  e  ^Ino  ton  eew  SCdi 

orfw  nonaq  ono  tsfial  t8  Yilausi/  si  anartt  .labaal  Jeatv  T*®va  dtlW 
suvatsuO  ;8iiolBi39b  arti  adorn  ot  baqlad  bnfi  "Bnlfnd"  adt  babivoiq  eod 
.iBtB-naxD  at  batelarreil  aman  tatJol  adt  ^emaltsnaxO  loxA  bed  iiidqlohA 
SUH^JOQA  8UVAT8UO  b^aoqmooos  arl  ^nemBolRti  e  Ylliomiiq  aew  iaxA 
.atlftUe  oitemoiqib  lie  lo  aptodo  x^nliai  .YnaanaO  ai  anviaqiaao  aid  pnliub 
lo  bead  sa  baxlnvooaT  tew  iaxA  (S£di)  nostul  to  lalBsm  eld  lo  !1^  a/tt'hO 
loliaoAodo  aiRooad  ot  nabawS  ot  bami/tai  d€91  nl  bna  aupoaJ  inoleator^  adt 
latlA  .naai/Q  adt  Jo  inaltnaup  axil  adt  to  aoo  bb  bra  mob^d  adt  io 
naauO  %ZhbL  ni  duunnaCI  dttw  tnamamps  oldeiovol  o  batBitoQsn  bed  iaxA 
A  smaas  pxiiopaiol  adT  .tmtoC  lo  aitli  adi  .nid  no  bawolaad  aMlXdlHUO 
lUw  lUood  adt  tedw  twd  ^caiiciild  nl  bebiosai  ui  tl  an  tabw  lo  ttio  tld 
aao/fw  ^aulvodsoH  ^todtaJaial  ti/o  smaonoo  doidw  tarit  al  afelai  tort 
VBSI  ni  'Kdut  atavixq  a  sa  ba^Mtna  bbw  odw  ^nimad  baoubotqai  b1  atotolq' 
.lalideO  boa  lalBl-Cl  ^Biadtotd  aid  bne  ameltenaxO  laocA  ot 

I 

amnoad  odw  amaJiaflaxO  ot  badnil  xlaeolo  acaanll  tuo  brxtVaw  atnfT' 

Booitan  Ua  lo  eialodoa  ^d  bapbalwondoa  saw  odw  bna  mobpnld  adt  lo  ‘laUn 
bna  Buo(ovti)  saw  aoltaliiO  naaiip  i  aia  tadt  lo  namaalata  taataoip  adt  sa 
•'YitALOo  odi  01  ncitaiotiatah  titpuoid  ylineiqtaadua  doidw  « taotaqmoortl 
lad  aioled  .bliow  adt  lo  BaY)>  adt  nl  opltaeiq  lo  seel  bna  JdQtni  Yiadilo 
Hat  notaiodaiico  do-isaBai  liaJbawS  iin>  nl  anoidl  edi  lo  nollcolbde 

altBoO  oiodiV  adt  lo  noBanadol  noiA^.iqoO  mo  batdQintl  ode  C381  iW  larti  aa 
aman  jtft  dtlw  batnlaupoa  si  enoYiava  iadJ  amuamq  won  lilw  1  ."bn|dnll  nl 
*  adT  .oM/qalb  nao  atm  on  ^^am  tnstioqml  na  eaw  amailenaxO  taffT''  .IaxA 
-Uid  a  Yiiaat  sulvodtofl  daal  qodalQ  saw  •  •  ,  Bi  bavlosai  ad  oj  noltBaup 

Viadoaat  mail 

''«rS2  3i*jm  , 

beviiab  b1  II  ovallad  boa  attoiq^aab’B  B»eo<r  ^loittri  ^wnanaffT 
t^braal  adt  ,ftoanaW  lolblf?  tadt  baolton  avad  1  .YpolortlYm  iaaiD  moil 
vniqqoib  nX  .aman  lellnUB  ywv  a  bad  «(0Cei*i981)  taiolqxa  nalpawioM 
tadi  ^anoitnotnl  boop  bed  ainaiaq  Ytn  tadl  s-tsaqqa  tl  „ea(nan  lo  oiqoi  adt 
tavo  ba«Nqad  a  ad  doidw  tadl  Ual  ot  baiaqanrq  won  raa  1  .Btnatoo  ladi  Ua  ai 
T  ,,  '  .Sdei'  SOei  tBiaay  Yb<lB  txen  adt  . 


Having  left  Sweden  at  age  three,  in  May  of  1905,  my  recollections 
are  too  faint  to  be  valid.  My  memory  begins  with  a  hole  In  the  head  re¬ 
ceived  later  In  1905.  I  was  playing  horse  on  a  back  porch  at  our  first 
home  In  this  country.  The  porch  rail  was  some  eight  feet  from  the  ground 
and  I  recall  a  girl  was  standing  below  me  and  was  making  motions  In  my 
direction  and  In  trying  to  avoid  her  I  loosened  my  hold  and  fell,  the  scar 
on  my  forehead  is  a  visible  reminder.  This  house  still  stands  57  years 
later,  I  think  it  was  old  In  1905. 

Dad  was  employed  at  this  time  by  the  Star  Watchcase  Company  in 
^  aiachlnlst  and  diemaker,  this  concern  moved  to  Ludlngton, 
Michigan,  In  the  summer  of  1906.  By  prearrangement.  Dad  was  obliged 
to  move  there  with  them.  Ludlngton  was  a  friendly  city  of  10,000  inhabit¬ 
ants,  here  father  and  mother  made  scores  of  friends,  especially  among 
the  predominantly  Scandinavian  populace.  If  you  will  recall  the  lyrics  to 
the  popular  song  hit,  "Dear  Hearts  and  Gentle  People,"  and  how  everyone 
worshipped  on  Sunday,  you  wUl  better  understand  the  warmth  and  hospi¬ 
tality  of  this  community. 

In  reading  "This  Is  Our  Life"  you  will  have  learned  that  our  father 
suffered  acutely  from  asthma,  but  this  did  not  dim  his  hopes  for  a  better 

optimist,  he  purchased  a  35-acre  farm  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  center  of  town.  This  took  place  In  the  fall  of  1909,  I 
attended  the  second  grade  in  the  city  and  now  was  required  to  transfer  to 
a  nearby  country  school  with  one  room  for  aH  grades .  There  were  3  or  4 
kids  in  a  ^ade  and  about  20  kids  in  all.  At  the  start  our  little  farm  was 
pretty  well  run  down,  the  house  was  fair  but  other  buildings  were  beyond 
repair.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  farm  topic  as  I  am  sure  my  brothers  will 
cover  It  quite  thoroughly. 

As  I  reminisce  to  ]910  when  Ingvar  was  9  and  I  was  8,  we  had 
already  graduated  from  the  ranks  of  frivolous  childhood  to  the  useful  art 
of  working.  Accordingly,  our  apprenticeship  in  our  chosen  craft  of  later 
years  actually  began  before  we  were  ten  years  old;  If  this  early  training 
has  given  us  an  advantage  over  city  lads  Is  for  others  to  decide  Per¬ 
haps  I  am  prejudiced  in  this  connection,  but  it  is  my  conviction  no  one 
has  a  well  rounded  education  without  the  knowledge  of  fundamentals 
gained  upon  a  farm,  I  wish  that  every  child  could  have  an  opportunity  to 
spend  several  seasons  on  a  farm  to  gain  an  A— Z  education. 

To  attest  to  my  love  for  the  outdoors,  I  will  confess  I  have  played 
hooky  from  school  a  few  times.  There  were  other  occasions  when  I  slipped 
away  to  set  pins  In  a  bowling  establishment  to  earn  a  few  dimes.  When  In 
high  school  I  had  a  season  ticket  for  the  basketball  games,  but  I  saw  only 
a  few.  Most  game  nights  I  worked  3  or  4  hours  at  the  freight  house  at  the 
harbor,  loading  boats,  this  without  the  knowledge  of  my  parents;  I  loved 
basketball  but  I  needed  money  more. 
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ftnotrooiioo*!  ym  ,2001  lo  xeM  at  aijfl  tfl  nabgiwB  rtal  pnlvaH 

-»i  baarf  •ril  nl  »(oil  a  lOlw  aoload  vtomaai  xM  .btlav  ad  of  Jnlal  ooJ  an* 
j«iil  ^uo  is  floioq  Aoad  a  no  aftiorf  Bolxala  I  .2001  ni  laSAl  bavlso 
bnUorQ  Biii  moil  leoi  a«o«  «flw  U«  lisioq  silT  ^  mood 

X«  rU  «floiJom  QAl:4aa  eew  bru  am  wciad  QnlbnaiB  ««w  Ill®  a  Ujooi  1  boB 
leoe  adi  ,  Ual  biiA  blori  ym  taoaaool  1  isrf  blove  ol  pnlyn  nl  bAA  ooiloeilb 
riMx  BboAic  iilia  acuoW  eiid  .isbolmoi  aidlelv  b  el  beBilsiol  ym  no 

,2001  nl  bio  B6W  11  inlill  I  tibia! 

nJ  ynaqffloO  asBOiioiaW  lalS  adl  yd  soli  eiill  la  boyoIqM  asw  baC 

tOol^nibfU  ol  bevom  maonoo  ^itl  ,i3J<ainalb  bos  fBlatdoam  a  ea  nlQl3 
b«®lldo  BBw  baQ  ^  tnBfRagnmtsmvi  x^  .3001  lo  laraini/B  aill  nl  ,na®t/t3lM 
■>}tdaflAi  000,01  io  xll3  ylbnalil  a  uaw  ao^nlbuJ  .merfJ  riJlw  rniBiiJ  avoffl  ol 
■  QnoasB  yllaloaqaa  ,ebnalil  lo  Baicwt  eban  larfloai  bna  larflal  aiarf  tBlna 
ol  Boiiyl  ads  Uaoai  lliw  noy  U  .aoaliiqoq  nalvaolbaaoS  xHnaoljBobavi  ads 
anoyiava  wod  bna  "tBiqoa^  alinaO  boa  eHaaH  laaQ"  ,im  craoe  lalirtioq  adl 
-tqBoii  bna  dtanaw  eds  bnalsiabm/  laliad  Ulw  uoy  ,xabAuS  no  baqqlrftww 

.xil^BXinoo  aids  to  ylilal 

laiiial  wo  laiU  bemaal  avad  lltw  uoy  "b^  vO  bI  aidT"  vnibaai  ol 
tallad  a  lo)  eoqod  aid  mlb  Joo  bib  airfl  lud  tamdlta  moi)  ylalnoa  bataswa 
baa  »Um  a  luoda  rnial  snoa-ze  a  bacadowq  ad  ,iBlAiilqo  na  enlaa  .atulv) 

1  ,0001  lo  Ual  aitl  at  aoaiq  iool  alrff  .nwoi  io  lainao  arO  oicnlllan  a 
ol  lalanaii  oi  bailupani  aaw  ¥roa  boa  yll^  *ds  ni  abai®  bnooat  adl  babnalla 
^  TO  £  aiaw  oradl  .  it^bai®  ill  lol  cnooi  ano  riJlw  loorioa  yuniioo  ydiaan  a 
saw  onai  aiiitl  luo  fiala  ads  lA  ,lia  nl  abld  0£  woda  bna  abai®  a  rtl  ibid 
bnoyad  aiaw  aynlbUud  ladso  lud  ilal  aaw  aauod  adl  ,rtwob  nui  Uaw  yllaiq 
Illw  eiadtoid  ym  awe  aia  t  aa  olqoi  nial  adl  no  Uawb  ion  Ulw  1  .ileqai 

.  yldpuoiodl  allup  11  lavoo 

bad  aw  ,8  aawl  bna  0  taw  i6vq<d  nadw  0101  pi  uo8ial«iai\  ^  . 

na  lulaiu  adl  ol  boodblldo  tuolovlil  lo  ednai  adj  moil  bal^beiv'ybaa'ila 
lalal  lo  ilaxo  naaodo  wo  ni  qldaacjMnaiqqft.wo  ,  yJonlbiooaA 
^nlnlass  yhaa  aids  11  \blo  aiaay  nai  aiaw  aiw  aiolai  aapad  yuauloB  tiflWX 
-^aq  .abloab  ol  aionlo  lol  at  ebai  yiio  layo  aoalnavba  na  au  navi®  uM 
ano  on  noliolvnoo  y«  al  si  lud  .noiloannoo  eidJ  nl  baoibwiaiq  ma  I  tqan 
alainamabnul  lo  a®balwoa3l  adt  uodltw  noiiaouba  babmicn  Ub(W  a  Bait 
ol  yltnuMoqqo  na  ovaif  bli/oo  blido  ymva  sadl,  rfalw  I  .nnal  a  noqo  baitla® 
j  .notlaouba  S-A  na  Ale®  ol  final  a  no  enoeaBB  Imavaa  bnaqa 

bayalq  avan  I  sealnoo  Uha  I  ,8loobli/o  pdl  tol  avol  ym  ol  isaiia^ 
baqqile  1  nartw  anolaaoQo  ladio  aniv/  oisifl  .aanll  yrai  a  ioodor  laoio  ■{:(ood 
ni  nariW  •iuanUb  wai  a  maa  ol  lACfvdelldaJBa  ®nllwcd  •  nl  Bnlq  lae  ol 
yino  wnB)l  lud  ,eaiaaQ  Uad/adaad  ads  mi  laioU  noaaaB  a  bad  I  Ip^b  doltl 
adl  fa  >apod  install  aril  la  atuod  ►  to  6  badiowl  Bli^in  a<aa®  ItoM  .wal  a 
bavol  I  reiAenaq  ym  lo  aybolwond  adl  tnodltw  aids  ,BJaod  ynlbaol  ^^lodiart 

.anoin  yanom  babaan  1  Jod  IladladBad 


In  1916,  I  was  a  freshman  In  high  school  and  simultaneously  was 
spending  most  of  my  evenings  and  spare  time  in  memorizing  the  Swedish 
catechism.  On  Saturdays  It  was  mandatory  to  attend  confirmation  class 
at  the  church  annex.  Also  I  had  started  with  my  brothers  In  the  study  of 
the  violin,  but  after  several  months  during  which  I  progressed  beyond  the 
awful  squeaky  stage,  I  was  "excused"  when  I  complained  that  my  fingers 
were  too  short  to  become  proficient.  My  brothers  continued  their  music 
lessons  and  later  became  reasonably  "accomplished."  While  I  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  confirmation,  Ingvar  and  Ernest  hauled  the  manure  from  town, 
this  was  a  welcome  respite.  ' 

Mother  at  this  time  was  not  well,  she  had  complained  of  arthritis 
and  other  pains  since  before  our  baby  brother,  Oscar,  died  In  1914. 

Mother  was  now  expecting  again,  as  the  time  approached  for  her  entrance 
In  the  hospital,  she  beamed  with  optimism  In  anticipation  of  a  daughter. 
Despite  mild  complaints  of  rheumatic  pains.  Mother's  disposition  was 
bright  and  sunny  as  we  hitched  up  Prince  to  the  cutter  for  her  confinement. 
On  April  11,  1917,  a  daughter  was  bom.  It  would  be  futile  for  me  to  re¬ 
late  the  great  loss  sustained  two  days  later.  Mother  died  suddenly,  us 
boys  being  xmfamlllar  with  her  true  condition,  were  unaware  of  any  danger. 
As  one  of  her  sons,  I  find  it  Impossible  to  eulogize  her  properly,  adjec¬ 
tives  seem  so  inadequate.  I  am  sure  us  boys  returned  her  love  and  affec¬ 
tion  In  the  best  way  we  knew  how,  I  recall  that  I  caressed  her  often,  for 
which  I  am  grateful,  "Blessed  be  her  Memory," 

Us  boys  now  had  a  sister,  she  was  named  Ruth  Ingeborg.  Sister 
Ruth  remained  in  the  hospital  while  we  took  Mother  to  Elgin  for  burial. 
Baby  Ruth  suffered  an  even  greater  loss  than  us  boys,  she  was  destined 
to  be  reared  In  a  very  different  environment,  she  could  never  experience 
the  degree  of  warmth  and  affection  of  a  mother  or  the  togetherness  of 
closely  knit  family  ties  which  made  our  own  childhood  such  a  delight. 

With  Mother's  passing  came  chaos  and  the  scuttling  of  well  inten- 
tloned  plans  for  the  future.  The  predicament  which  Dad  was  plunged  into 
would  certainly  have  caused  most  fathers  to  raise  their  hands  in  despair 
and  beg  the  Father  Almighty  to  be  merciful.  Possibly  Dad  did  pray  for 
guidance  and  received  support.  In  future  planning,  a  tiny  girl  and  her 
welfare  was  of  paramount  Importance;  this  and  the  many  other  problems 
confronting  Dad  must  have  seemed  unsurmountable.  Somehow,  Dad  arrived 
at  this  solution:  First,  sell  the  farm  and  relocate  In  Elgin  with  our  grand¬ 
parents;  Second,  Ingvar  to  stay  at  Ludington  by  his  own  Insistence;  Third 
I  was  to  live  with  my  Aunt  Ella  on  the  farm  at  Granada,  Minnesota,  there 
I  was  expected  to  help  with  the  farm  work  while  continuing  to  go  to  high 
school.  Brother  Ernest  and  sister  Ruth  were  to  remain  with  Dad  at  grand¬ 
mother's  home.  As  related  elsewhere,  the  farm  was  sold,  and  shortly 
after  I  had  been  confirmed  In  early  June,  we  left  Ludington  and  Ingvar 
behind,  my  ultimate  destination  was  to  my  Aunt  Ella  and  Uncle  Vic  in 
Minnesota , 
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80W  YlftuosnAiltfdili  bos  loorf^t  rfpld  nl  nsm/tsdi)  s  8sw  I  ^ 

dzlbmwZ  sriJ  i^nlxliomMs  nl  soUi  siaqt  fans  aenlnavs  y«  lo  Itom  cnlbndqa 
s«ok>  noUennl^noo  basils  ol  taw  11  tYahrujiaB  flO  .mtlriaalao 

to  ybviz  aril  nl  narilmd  baMaia  barf  I  oalA  ..xa/ma  rfaturfa  aril  le 

aril  biioyad  bAeaeiBcnq  I  rfolrfvr  enl-uib  arflnofli  latavaa  lalU  liid  Jnilolv  aril 
aiacnil  ym  ladl  baitf  Blqmoo  I  nariw  “baairaxa"  aswl  ^a^ala  ipCaax/pa  tuiwB 
ouum  tlarti  faaunlinoa  aiarfsoia  yM  .inalottoriq  amooad  ol  Hod  a  ool  aiaw 
-eiq  Btfw  I  aUriW  ".bariatlqmoooa*'  xidaiioaaai  amsoad  latai  bna  tnoaaai 
,nwoi  flioil  aiifoais  aril  balwarf  laaml  bna  lav^nl  ,  nollsnniinoo  lol  i^oliaq 
„  .ailqaai  amoolaw  a  taw  eldi 

^  t  «  ,  t 

elJlirflTa  to  banialqaioo  barf  aria  ,llaw  ion  aaw  amll  atrfl  la  lariloM 

,M€X  nl  balb  ^laotO  «iariloid  yxlad  luo  aiolad  aonlt  antaq  larflo  bna 
aonaiinaiariio\  beiioaoTq<ia  ami  j  aril  a  a  »nlapa  pnitoaqxa  won  aaw  larfloM 
.TaJripvab  a  to  nolt&qflotlba  at  nxainUlqo  rfllw  bamaad  aria  ^lallqaorf  aril  nl 
aaw  notltaoqatb  a'aariloM  ^anlaq  oilanu/arii  to  ainlalqmoo  bUm  allqaaCI 
.Inemanlinooiariiol  lailwo  aril  oi  aoniT<{  qo  barfollrf  aw  aa  ynraia  bna  lifoiid 
-ai  ol  am  lol  alliu^  ad  bUiow  il  .mod  aaw  lalrivaab  a  ei  ,£l  UiqA  nO 
au  ^ylnabbua  balb  atiriloM  .laial  ayab  owl  banlalaut  aaol  laai®  aril  alal 
•lapnabyna  to  mawanu  anaw  ^notilbnoo  aim  lari  rillw  lAtUmalnu  ^nlad  ayod 
-oalbA  ^yltaqciiq  *:ait  mMinotus  ol  aidlaaoqfBl  11  bull  1  »anot  lari  to  ano  aA 
-oaUa  bite  ovol  wri  bamulai  tyod  au  aiua  ms  I  .aiaupabanl  oa  maaa  aavli 
toi  y  ratio  -lari  baaaaiBO  I  ioril  Ilaoai  1  ^wori  wand  aw  yaw  laad  aril  nl  noil 

"•yromaM  tad  ad  baaaalQ*'  •U/laiaiQ  mal  dolriw 

taialB  •eioda^nf  rtltffl  baman  aaw  aria  ^laiala  a  barf  won  ayod  all 
•  ialTud  lol  ni^Vi  ol  larfloM  dooi  aw  aUrfw  lallqaorf  ariJ  nt  faanlamaa  riluA 
baolieab  taw  aria  ^ayod  au  narii  aaol  laiaany  nava  na  baiatoi/a  rtluJI  ydafl 
aonaliaqxa  lavan  bLiOO  adt  ^inanmoilvna  inaaslitb  yiav  a  nl  baiaai  ad  ol 
to  aaamadlavol  adl  lo  laiboox  a  to  nolloalto  bna  dlnnavv  to  aai^ab  aril 
.  idpHab  a  rfoua  booilblUlo  nwo  njo  abam  rislriw  tall  yllmal  ILnol  ylaaolo 

-nalnl  Itow  to  ^nlliiuoa  adl  bna  aoario  amao  enlaaaq  a*tariioM  riilW 
olnl  be^nulq  aaw  baQ  rioliiw  inamaolbAiq  aitT  .aiuliil  aril  lol  analq  banoU 
itaqaab  ni  abnarf  ilaril  aalat  ol  aiariial  laom  baauao  avari  ylnlaMao  bluow 
Toi  yaiq  bib  bad  yldltao*!  .lulioism  ad  ol  yirielmlA  lartJai  aril  vad  bna 
lari  bna  htc  xntt  a  ,®nlnnaiq  aa/tol  af  «ltoqqiia  baalooai  bna  aonaWuq 
analdoiq  larilo  ynam  aril  bna  tlrfl  ^aDnalToqaU  imiomaiaq  to  aaw  aiallaw 
bavlTiabaa  ^woriamoB.,  .aidaimicmniitau  baaiaaa  avari  laam  baQ  BiUlaoU^ 
-boaiQ  vjo  rfllw  nJ^IS  nl  aiaoolai  bna  rairt  aril  Uaa  ^laTl*?  tnoljuloa  aJril  la 
.bilril  laonaiBlanl  nwo  aid  yd  notonlbuJ  la  yaia  ol  lavpid  ,baooae  laiaaiaq 
aiaill  »aioE»iinlM  .  la  anal  aril  no  Bil3  iauk  yio  rillw  avll  ol  aaw  1 

-  ^Iri  ol  oc  ol  9nluatiao9  allitw’jliow  mial  aril  rillw  qlarf  ol  baloaqxa  taw  I 
^•*bninp  la  baQ  rfllw  nlafflatof  aoaw  dlirfl  lalalt  bna  laanoS  lariloarf  .toorfat 
ylnoria  baa  ,  bioa  aaw  ana)  aril  ,  manwaaia  barialai  bA  ‘ ;  aiaorf  a**»rilo« 
lavpni  bna  noipnibiia  ilol  aw  ^anbl  yhaa  ni  L»flnltooo  naad  barf  I 
nl  blV'etonU  bna  alia  i/uiA  ymol  *aw  noIiaoiJtab  aiaailllii  yiB^bfdrfad 
n  .  dJoaannlk/ 


PART  TWO 


Age  15-30 
1917-1932 


Two  young  girls  In  pigtails  raced  over  the  station  platform  at  Granada , 
Minnesota,  to  scan  the  few  passengers  descending  from  the  train;  as  I 
stepped  down  there  was  recognition  as  our  eyes  met.  After  an  Informal 
Introduction  amidst  giggles  and  laughter  there  was  no  mistake  about  us 
being  cousins.  One  was  Mava,  about  my  age,  the  other  was  Violet,  a 
couple  years  Junior.  It  was  the  2  6th  day  of  June,  1917,  I  had  left  Ludlng- 
ton  only  a  week  before.  After  a  few  days  In  Elgin,  I  boarded  the  train  to 
my  uncle's  farm  In  southern  Minnesota.  This  arrangement  had  been  pro¬ 
moted  at  Mother's  funeral  In  Elgin,  where  Aunt  Ella  and  cousin  Helen 
came  to  attend.  I  knew  some  sort  of  a  deal  had  been  made  with  Dad  and 
later  cousin  Helen  confided  that  they  wanted  me  to  come  and  stay  with 
them.  I  had  no  choice  In  this  matter,  I  was  still  depressed  from  the 
demise  of  Mother,  the  memory  of  her  hung  heavily.  I  was  only  fifteen 
and  could  hardly  be  expected  to  make  an  Intelligent  decision  for  myself. 
The  agreement  was  that  I  would  work  on  their  farm  and  continue  with  my 
education.  Evidently  compensation  had  not  been  discussed. 

Granada  Is  in  the  heart  of  the  com  belt;  here  In  Martin  County  is 
to  be  found  some  of  the  most  productive  soil  in  the  country.  Uncle  Vic's 
farm  was  exceptionally  fertile  and  every  Inch  was  in  cultivation.  Uncle 
Vic  and  Aunt  Ella  were  prominent  citizens  of  this  community,  they  had 
settled  there  around  1905  and  purchased  their  farm  for  a  few  dollars  per 
acre.  Uncle  Vic  was  known  for  miles  around,  he  was  active  In  county 
politics  and  had  served  on  the  school  board  of  Granada  for  a  decade. 
Granada  was  a  village  of  some  400  Inhabitants.  There  was  a  livery  stable, 
a  harness  shop,  restaurant,  general  store  and  among  others,  a  pool  hall, 
garage  and  farm  implement  sales,  and  a  lumber  yard.  Several  large  grain 
elevators  lined  the  railroad  siding,  close  by  cattle  and  hogs  were  being 
loaded.  This  was  a  very  rich  community  which  was  attested  to  by  the 
quantity  of  produce  which  was  shipped  daily  to  the  twin  cities  of  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  St.  Paul,  and  to  Chicago. 

Now  you  have  the  picture.  The  10:40  train  had  been  on  time,  it 
was  a  bright,  humid  day  and  the  rich  loam  soil  reeked  with  a  haze  from 
an  early  morning  rain.  It  was  typical  com  weather  as  perspiration  soaked 
my  best  shirt.  Here  I  was,  in  this  friendly  little  town,  anticipating  the 
next  move.  Art  Anderson,  owner  of  the  livery  stable  and  cousin  to  the 
girls,  came  across  the  street  to  meet  me  and  offered  the  use  of  a  rig.  The 
Anderson  farm  was  only  a  short  distance  from  the  village,  in  fact  the  rail¬ 
road  bisected  a  comer  of  the  farm  as  it  came  into  Granada.  We  declined 
the  horse  and  buggy  and  the  girls  showed  the  way,  we  trekked  along  the 
rails  as  the  shortest  route,  it  was  only  a  fifteen  minute  walk,  reaching 
our  destination  as  the  noon  hour  approached . 
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,  «lMUTa£>  in  onobaXq  noiiala  nfii  lavo  baom  cUal^iq  m  aX^iQ  8niK>x  oWT 
1  t»  tnird  arit  iso^  ^ittbaoDatb  Biacnaaeaq  w«l  aHi  ofioa  oi  ^AioasnnXM 
laano)nl  na  'ini'iA  ,ism  aa^o  tuo  as  noiitnvooar!  ibw  siadl  trwob  baqqala 
til  iuoda  a;(ft)aXm  on  saw  aiaiX)  lejriipusl  bna  aalBQio  lablma  noitoubottnl 
a  ^JaXoiV  aaw  lairfjo  aiU  ,ap6  y***  iwoda  »»veU  asw  aitO  .anlauoo  vnlsd 
pnlbal  jUI  bail  I  ,^iex  ,a/wl  >o  yab  lUdS  arfJ  aawjl  .lolxuil  aiaax  alquoo 
OS  aims  aiil  babiaod  I  t/tlpXa  nl  a^ab  waX  a  ,®K)iacl  i»aw  a  ^Ino  nal 

-oiq  noad  bad  Jcoatogantis  alifT  .  aioBannlM  madJuoa  ni  nnal  a'ai^nu 
nalsH  rdaiioo  bna  a£I3  )miA  •'xadw  «nl9i3  ni  Isiami)  a'ladioM  ta  baiom 
boa  baG  dltw  abam  naad  bad  Xaab  a  lo  noa  ecnoa  waiU  1  .bnaJia  ol  acoao 
diiw  yets  bna  amoo  ot  am  batnisw  xadJ  SndS  babilnoo  nsiaXI  niai/oo  Taiai 
adJ  onnl  baaaaiqsb  illia  aaw  I  ^laJiam  aldi  ni  a^odo  on  bad  1  .mad] 
caaillX  Y^i^  aaw  I  .yXivaad  Qoud  lari  lo  Y^niam  ad]  ^ladioM  k»  aatmob 
.!laaY«  wi  noUloeb  JnaplUaJnJ  na  adam  oi  bsioaqxa  ad  Y^biad  bluoo  bna 
Ym  djiw  aunUaoo  bna  anal  liad]  no  diow  bXnow  I  iadi  aaw  inamoarea  aril 


.bssauoaib  naad  ion  bad  noUaanaqraoo  YtlA^bivH  .noUaoubo 


Y^nuoO  nihaM  nl  o-iad  ulad  moo  ad]  lo  liaad  ad]  ni  al  abanadD 
a'olV  aion'J  .yUouoo  adj  nl  Iloa  aviloubcnq  Jtora  aril  lo  anioa  bnuol  ad  ol 
alonU  .ooiiavt]J>io  ni  aaw  doni  Y^ava  bna  alUial  YlXanoliqaoxt  aaw  anal 
bad  yadJ  enanllio  Joanirooiq  aiaw  eixa  louA  bna  olV 

loq  aialXob  wal  a  lol  onal  iladl  baaadoruq  bna  206X  biuioia  aiadl  beiliaa 
YJnuoo  ni  avlloa  aaw  ad  ^bmiora  eaUm  loi  nwond  aaw  olV  elonU  .aioa 
.obaoab  a  lol  abenaO  lo  biaod  Xoodoe  adl  no  baviaa  bad  bna  aoiUloq 
,olda)a  Yiavll  a  aaw  aiadX  ^ainaJldadni  00^  amoa  lo  spalUv  a  naw  abanaiO 
»liad  looq  a  »aiadlo  pnoma  bna  aioJa  laianap  tinaniaiam  ^qoria  aaamad  a 
hlaip  apial  laiavaS  ,biaY  tadmul  a  bna  ^ealaa  inamalqmi  imal  bna  apaiap 
pniad  aiaw  ayod  bna  alliao  Yd  aaolo  »pnlbia  baoiXlm  ad]  bonil  mo]avala 
ad]  Yd  oJ  baiea]]e  aaw  dolriw  Y^innmmoo  dal]  xnv  a  aaw  ulitT  .bobaol 
-annlM  lo  8ol]io  nlwt  adJ  oJ  Yli*b  Loqqlda  tew  doldw’aouboTq  lo  ^iauip 


•  opeoidO  ol  bna  «Ius^  .]3  bna  aiXoqa 


31  »amlJ  no  naad  bad  niail  OhOL  odTj  .ainJolq  otU  avad  uoy  woMg, 
moil  aaad  a  d]lw  baiaai  Uoa  maoX  daii  adi  bna  xeh,  blmud  v^dpiid  a  aaw 
boXaoa  noifaxiqt'iaq  ea^iadlaow  moa  XaoiqYl  aaw  ]I  .oiai  ontinom  yX^** 
ad]  pniJBqioUna,  ,nwoi  allili  yXX>«®W  »ldl  nl  »tBW  I  siaH  ,mda  ]aad  y<o 
ad]  OJ  niauoo  bna  aJdaJe  yiavU  fdJ  lo  latiwo  nA  .avom  ucan 

adT  .pii  a  lo  aan  adJ  be^oilo  bna  am  laam  o]  laaiia  adl  etOToe  amao 
-ilffi  adl  loal  nl  ^apeUlv  adl  moil  aonaJtlb.  nod®  a  \Loo  aaw  in.nt  noaiabM 
beruloab  aW  .  cbaita^  olnl  amao  li  &a  mill  adi  lb  lomoo  a  badoaa|d  bioi 
adl  pnola  bed;iaxl  aw  •dl  bawoda  aliUp  adl  bha  YVObd  bne  oaiod  aril 
pmdoeai  ,ilow  aiiiniro  naaJlll  a  \lno  aaw  li  ,a3uoi  Jtaliodt  sdi  an  aliai 


.  badoaoiqqa  luod.  noon  adi  aa  notlanllaab  mo 


At  noon,  cousin  Herbert,  a  tall  gaunt  looking  fellow,  came  in  from 
cultivating  com.  As  we  sat  at  the  table,  I  learned  the  names  of  my  cou¬ 
sins.  One  was  absent,  she  was  Edna,  the  oldest,  who  was  married  to  a 
farmer  a  few  miles  away,  she  was  28;  Herbert,  2  5;  Helen,  a  one  room 
country  school  teacher,  22;  Esther,  a  seamstress,  19;  Maybell,  a  senior 
in  high  school,  17;  Mava,  15;  Violet,  13;  Everel,  the  baby,  9.  That 
makes  7  daughters  and  one  son.  Uncle  and  Auntie  had  12  children  in  all, 
four  sons  had  died  in  Infancy.  It  was  evident  at  the  outset  that  Aunt  Ella 
wore  the  britches  ,  and  her  zeal  in  shepherding  her  flock  was  so  pronounced 
as  to  approach  a  fault.  Uncle  Vic  was  of  a  sunny  disposition,  easy  going 
and  rather  fond  of  sitting  in  the  rocking  chair  and  going  to  town  to  discuss 
the  topics  of  the  day,  mostly  about  the  fortunes  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

Herb  had  anticipated  my  arrival  on  this  day  and  was  prepared  to  make 
full  use  of  my  presence.  After  dinner,  he  harnessed  up  another  team  and 
we  hitched  them  to  a  borrowed  cultivator,  thus  began  the  second  chapter 
of  my  life.  The  transition  from  Ludington,  Michigan,  to  Granada,  Minne¬ 
sota,  was  now  complete,  there  only  remained  the  formality  of  becoming 
adjusted.  This  took  longer  than  presumed  due  to  feeling  ill  at  ease  around 
girls.  This  was  an  awkward  situation  for  me,  living  under  the  same  roof 
with  six  gals.  However,  I  soon  became  a  buddy  to  Mava  and  Violet  with 
whom  I  had  much  in  common.  During  the  long  summer  evenings,  mostly 
on  Wednesdays  and  weekends,  there  was  a  parade  of  beaus  to  the  Anderson 
home,  some  drove  cars,  others  horse  and  buggy.  The  older  girls  were  quite 
popular  in  the  county  young  set,  and  had  become  rather  choosy,  they  pre¬ 
ferred  the  boys  with  an  auto. 

Everyday  was  a  holiday  and  life  was  a  bowl  of  cherries  for  the  gals, 
rugs  were  constantly  being  rolled  up  and  if  boys  were  not  present,  they 
danced  with  each  other.  All  could  play  the  piano  and  all  were  gay,  there 
were  few  dull  moments  in  this  household.  Vocalizing  was  the  favorite  pas¬ 
time,  I  could  not  carry  a  tune,  but  they  insisted  that  I  take  part.  The 
popular  songs  of  that  era  are  the  favorites  yet  today. .  .  "Beautiful  Ohio," 
"There's  a  Long,  Long  Trail,"  "Till  We  Meet  Again,"  "Shine  on  Harvest 
Moon,"  "K-K-Katy,"  "I'm  Forever  Blowing  Bubbles,"  "Drifting  and  Dream- 
ing , "  and  a  score  of  others.  On  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  house,  we  spent 
other  leisure  hours  in  a  "hot"  game  of  croquet.  Sometimes  on  Saturday 
night,  I  was  Invited  to  go  along  in  the  flivver  to  a  dance.  But  my  shyness 
concerning  the  opposite  sex  had  not  sufficiently  subsided  to  give  me  the 
courage  to  ask  a  girl  for  a  dance,  I  just  looked  on  at  a  safe  distance. 
Perhaps  If  I  had  been  a  good  dancer  I  would  not  have  been  so  bashful. 

The  fields  of  southern  Minnesota  were  quite  large ,  it  was  not  unusual 
that  they  were  a  half  mile  or  more  in  length,  and  larger  than  our  entire  farm 
in  Michigan.  I  rather  enjoyed  the  work,  it  was  mostly  riding.  We  worked 
in  the  fields  about  ten  hours  and  did  the  bam  chores  in  an  hour  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  before  breakfast  and  the  same  after  supper.  The  work  we  did  on  our 
truck  and  fruit  farm  in  Michigan  was  99%  hand  labor  and  of  a  backbreaking 
nature.  Except  for  a  small  garden,  these  farmers  did  not  need  to  hoe. 
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moil  nl  emfto  ^woltsl.cniiool  iauWQ  llel  •  itltuoo  «fioon  JA 

>uoo  )o  sdtnsfl  odl  bom&al  1  , eldfi)  oiil  Is  Jea  9w  aA  .moo  pnllsvlHuo 
6  oj  bslTiom  8fiw  ofiw  ^iaabXo  aitj  ^onbTl  asw  oda  ,}noadft  eaw  erO  .aitla 
mooi  e/K)  6  t2£  ^nochaH  t8S  asw  sda  ^xewt  aaltm  wal  n  lacinftl 

rotttBH  B  ^nad>faM  iCI  ^aasHamae.  a  ^larflaS  tSS  ^larfoaa}  locrfoa  YtJftwoo 
liMfl  .6  *ydacl  a/lJ  »lai8v3  ;CX  ,JaMV  iSi  »av6M  ;\'I  »loorioa  field  nl 
,lla  nl  itaibllrio  SI  bad  aiirruA  bna  alonU  .noa  eno  bne  8i9l(tpii£bir  •a:4am 
aiU  JflwA  JfiflJ  laatoo  odJ  ta  loablva  aaw  J!  .-{onalnl  nl  balb  barf  anoa  iiK>l 
bsofibonoiq  OB  aaw  )(ooiliarf  pnlbiarfqarfs  nl  ieasiarf  bna  ^aarfollid  ariJ  anow 
pnloe  yaaa  ^nolllao^etb  ynnua  a  lo  aaw  olV  alonU  .Ilual  a  rfoaoiqqa  ot  aa 
am/oaib  ol  nwoi  ot  enlop  bna  itarfo  pnlrfoot  arft  nl  pnltila  lo  bnol  larftai  bne 
.aqoit/S  nl  law  art}  lo  aanutiol  arft  luoda  vltaom  »Y®b  arft  lo  aolqoi  artJ 


axam  ot  baieqaiq  tew  bna  yab  ^rftno  lavltiayn  bataqloltna  barf  diaH 
bna  mast  lariJona  qu  bseeamad  trf  ,i9nmb  latlA  .aortaeaiq  ym  lo  aau  lli/i 
latqarfo  bnooae  orft  napad  axirft  ^lotavitlno  bawonod  a  ot  marft  barfotlrf  aw 
-onnlM  *8banai0  oJ  ,naelrfolf4  »itotpnibuJ  moil  noltlanait  arfT  .alii  ym  lo 
enlmooed  lo  ylliamtol  orft  bantaarai  ylno  aiarft  .aialqrtioo  won  aaw  «aioe 
bnuoiaaaaa  ta  III  pnlloal  ot  ai/b  bamusaiq  nailt  ispnol  iooi  airfX  .bataulba 
looi  omaa  arft  labnu  pnlvil  ,am  lol  noltautta  biaw^wa  no  aaw  atffT  .ahlp 
rfilw  tOfolV  bna  avaM  ot  ybbud  a  afnaodd  nooa  1  ^lovawoH  .elap  xla  tUtw 
yltaoAi  taenlnava  laninuia  pnol  arfi  pnliijQ  ’/romnsoo  nl  ftoi/in  barf  1  ntorfw 
noaiabnA  arft  ol  auaad  lo  abaiaq  a  aaw  aiorft  ^abnarfddw  bna  ayabeanbaW  no 
attupaix/w  aiilp  lablo  arfl*  .yppud  bna  acnorf  aiarfto  ^aiao  avoib  omoa  ,atiioif 
-®iq  xetts  ,yaoorto  lailtai  amoo^d  bad  bna  ^taa  pmioy  ytnvoo  arft  nl  isliiqoq 

,otna  na  rftlw  ayod  arft  bmal 


arft  lol  aalTiarfo  lolwod  a  aaw  alii  brre  yabllorf  a  aaw  yabyiavS 
yarfi  finsaarq  Jon  aivw  eyod  11  bna  qu  ballon  yniad  yltnattnoo  aiaw  tpm 
anarft  ^yap  anaw  ila  bna  onalq  arft  yalq  bluoo  XJA  .larflo  rfoaa  rftlw  baonab 
-aaq  atltoval  arfi  aaw  pnlxtlBOoV  .blorfaaiiorf  alrft  nl  atnamom  llub  wsl  mew 
arfr  .ttaq  adaj  1  tarft  bataianl  yarfi  tud  ,amit  a  ynao  ton  bluoo  I  ,amll 
■,olrtO  iuUtua^*. .  .yabot  lay  eathoval  aill  ana  aia  tarft  lo  apnoa  laluqoq 
taavialC  no  anlrfE**  "^nl apA  laaM  aW  UlT“  •^UaYT  pmaJ  »pnal  a  t'aiaflT" 
-fnaanCl  bna  pnlillTa*'  "^ealddufl  pnlwoia  lavarol  fli'I*  ''*nooM 

tnaqa  aw  «aauorf  arfi  lo  taond.nl  nwal  arft  nO  '  .aiarfto  lo  anooa  a  bna  "^pnl 
yabiuta2  no  aamltamod  .taupono  lo  amap  *toff"  a  nl  a-u/orf  axualal  larfto 
aaanyrfa  ym  turf,  .aonab  a  ot  lavvtil  adt  nl  pnola  op  ot  batlvnl  aaw  I  ^trfplii 
arft  am  avlp  ot  babladut  yltnaloDlua  ton  barf  xaa  atlaoqqo  arft  entmaonoo 
^aonaialb''  alaa  a  la  no  badool  taut  I  ,  aonab  a  nol  liip  a  rfaa  ot  apmuoo 
•  Inlrfaad  oa  need  avarf  ion  bluow  I  laonab  boop  a  naad  barf  I  It  aqarftarf 

leuaunutontaw  tl ,  apial  ativp  anaw  cloaannlM  niarftuoa  lo  ablall  atfT 
nnal  ailtna  nuo  narfi  tap^I  bna  ^rftpAol  nl  aiom  lo  allnlliMl  a  aiaw  ytrft  tarft 
badaow  aW  .pnlbli  yitaom  aaw  tl  bayotna  tarftml  .naplrtolM  nl 

-mom  arft  ni  ^orf  na  nl  aenorfo  mad  arft  bib  bna  atuorf  oat  luoda  ablall  arft  nl 
luo  no  bib  aw  rfiow  aiff  .laqqua  tatla  amaa  arft  bna  taalrfaatd  aiolad  pnl 
pnlrfaaid)(oad  a  io  bna  lodal  bnarf  Xft  tew  naplrfolM  nl  anal  tluil  bna  rfoint 
^  .aorf  oi.baaR  ton  bib  aiannal  aaarft  tnabnap  Uama  a  lol  tqaox3  .an/tan 
'  #5S 


Uncle  Vic  complained  of  a  perennial  backache^  he  would  leave  his  rocking 
chair  only  to  ride  the  grain-binder  In  harvest  time  when  all  available  help 
was  pressed  Into  service.  Then  Aunt  Ella  also  would  come  out  to  help  shock 
the  thousands  of  bundles  of  oats.  Uncle  Vic  usually  did  the  milking,  looked 
after  the  chickens  and  kept  a  look-out  for  the  mailman.  I  don't  believe 
that  anyone  seriously  thought  he  had  a  back  Injury. 

One  day  In  late  August ,  I  was  plowing  In  a  field  along  the  road  leading 
from  town,  just  before  noon  a  man  came  walking  along  it  and  I  recognized 
him  Instantly.  It  was  Dad,  what  a  pleasant  surprise.  It  had  only  been  a 
few  months  since  I  left  him  in  Elgin,  he  was  a  sight  for  sore  eyes.  I  was 
working  five  horses  hitched  abreast  and  he  wondered  If  I  was  man  enough 
to  handle  them.  Dad  and  I  had  always  been  buddies  so  It  was  a  distinct 
pleasure  to  get  together  with  him  once  again,  he  stayed  two  weeks.  When 
leaving  he  asked  me  If  I  needed  any  money  as  school  was  about  to  begin, 
he  gave  me  twenty  dollars.  Outwardly,  I  may  not  have  appeared  lonely  or 
homesick,  but  Inspite  of  Anderson's  good  Intentions,  memories  of  our  home 
six  months  before  would  not  dissipate.  My  new  home  could  not  compare 
with  the  one  I  left  behind,  gone  was  the  great  fun  us  boys  used  to  have 
together. 

It  was  only  a  ten  minute  walk  to  the  new  community  school  in 
Granada,  it  contained  elementary  grades  and  high  school.  There  were  no 
school  buses  in  use  those  days,  so  many  of  the  kids  came  from  a  consid¬ 
erable  distance  by  foot  or  horseback.  I  think  there  were  less  than  200 
kids  In  attendance.  During  the  summer,  I  had  been  "kidded"  that  I  would 
have  to  reckon  with  a  "bully"  In  school  by  the  name  of  Ed  Llpscumb  who 
considered  himself  "king  of  the  roost."  The  information  was  partially 
correct,  Ed  was  slightly  belligerent  but  would  not  provoke  a  fight  of  his 
own  accord.  It  was  the  constant  needling  of  the  other  kids  one  day  that 
Inspired  him  to  challenge  me  to  put  on  the  boxing  gloves.  Ed  was  a  little 
taller  than  I,  we  weighed  the  same.  On  this  day,  we  had  eaten  our  box 
lunch  and  had  a  half  hour  to  fritter  away  before  classes  started.  We 
went  to  the  gym  in  the  basement,  we  knew  no  rules,  and  we  had  no  referee. 
I  thought  It  was  only  going  to  be  a  sort  of  friendly  bout.  We  began  by 
sparring  and  tapping  lightly  but  as  the  minutes  ticked  off  the  blows  became 
progressively  harder  and  caution  was  thrown  to  the  winds.  In  the  middle 
of  the  contest  I  sprained  the  thumb  of  my  left  hand  but  I  continued  flailing 
away. 

As  the  kids  cheered  It  became  evident  some  kind  of  an  honor  was  to 
go  to  the  victor  so  It  was  not  going  to  be  easy  to  accept  defeat.  Now,  I 
could  only  strike  with  one  hand  and  In  return  was  absorbing  considerable 
pummellng,  I  was  wishing  that  something  would  happen  to  stop  the  fight. 

My  hand  pained  me  and  I  was  getting  exhausted,  the  fight  was  becoming 
a  marathon,  yet  I  could  not  gult,  defeat  would  be  extremely  embarrassing. 

At  this  stage  our  bout  had  transformed  Into  a  slug-fest.  Finally  the  point 
was  reached  where  something  had  to  give,  then  Ed  uttered  those  magic 
words  "let's  quit."  Ed  had  been  hurt  by  a  blow  to  the  head  and  went  home 
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^nliacn  elit  »VB»ibli/<m  Mi  lAi/uineq  6  lo  bBiUsiqmoo  oiV  sionU 

qlod  aldfilisvB  iia  natiw  aiot}  laeviBfl  nl  isbnld^nten^  91U  sblioa  yluo  liailo 
;iuo({tql949i  bitfQWoals  ftUiiimA  iis/fX  .aolviaa  olnt  b«e«»iq  sew 

ba^ooX«^aJiiim«rt}bii>  {Ujvmu  olV  sloaJ  »afBo  io  aslbra/d  lo  tbneuioib  odi 
(*y»{{oc  I'nobl'  ..  •Ai  to\  Juo-iool  a  Iqeol  b/te  Lrioiouic  acb  lalle 

«Yitutn!  Aoad  5  bail' aft  JdQuodi  \*I«Jioli98  onoxnB  isiU 

prUbBtfi  baoi  adl  pnoic  blallani  va^^olq  bsw  I  «}8uvuAaJ0(nl  vabaoO 
b»«i0voo»i  1  bits  11  uniAiow  amao  nfim  a  noon  oiolod  laut  ,nwoi  taorA 

«  naiKt  vino  bmi  11  ^dSiiit^nyft  loaftaaiq  «  j/uiw  «baCI  aew  il  nid 

««w  t  «B9Y<^  lol  A  Bbw  »d  ,nlipn  Al  ivld  list  1  oonlt  Mitnom  wal 

dpuofl*  luun  B6W  I  ll  bo^bnow  od  bns  l8£9id£  bsdoild  see^ori  avil  ycUiow 
lontlstb  B  8BW  11  08  aalbbud  n»ad  &\ewla  bed  1  bna  beG  .raailt  albnaii  ol 
nafTtV  .8;(«9W  owl  baYBJtt  ad  sorro  mid  dltw  leitlayoi  lOQ  oi  au/esalq 

tOleod  oi  juodfi  taw  loodoA  ojn  \Bnom  '(ns  b9b99n  I  li  am  badaa  od  ^nlvasl 
10  ylanol  baiaaqqa  sved  ion  tam  I  •vlbnswtuO  .e-iallob  Yl^ewl  am  ava^  ed 
amod-uio  lo  aaiiomaia  ^enotxi&lnl  boog  a'nortabnA  lo  ailqani  lud  ^iotwomoA 
aiaqraoo  ion  bluoo  emod  wan  \M  .alaqiaalb  ion  bb/ow  aioiad  edinom  xia 
avad  ot  baau  su  m/l  imi^  adi  aow  anop  «bnidad  tlsl  1  ano  mAs  diiw 

.  ladjapol 

nl  iooAoa  y(itnuauaoo  wan  adj  oi  diaw  elunim  nal  a  Yino  asw  H 
on  utaw  aidifT  .loodoa  d^td  bn«  aaba'iy  Y^stnamela  banlalnoo  il  ^abanfff) 
-lAf.aoo  B  tffoil  BiBBO  abut  ail5  lo  Yoam  oa  ^avab  aaodi  aeu  nl  saai^  loodoa 
OOS  msdj  aeai  ei^w  siadi  dnJdi  I  .doadaaiori  10  iool  \d  aonaialb  aXdaia 
biuowl  iadi  “babbld*  naad  bad  I  «iommna  adi  c^luKI  .aonabnalta  ni  abid 
odw  dnuioaqU  b3  lo  oman  adt  loodoa  nl  a  dilw  nodoai  oi  avad 

Ylifiiiiaq  aaw  iioJiMnolnl  adT  **.18001  adi  lo  putd"  Uaamid  baioblam>o 
eld  lo  idcll  a  giovoiq  ion  ojU/(>w  iud  inaiovlilod  Yl^d(^tia  aew  b3  ^ioanoo 
jBitt  xBb  ono  abl:l  ladio  adi  lo  eolibaefi  inaitnoo  adi  aaw  il  .bioooa  nwo 
aliiil  a  aew  bS  .eavoii^  l^nlxod  ad)  no  Juq  oi  am  aonaliado  oi  mid  bailqant 
xod  iwo  naiaa  b^d  «w  ,Yab  aid)  dO  .9fliaa  adi  badQlaw  9w  «!  nadi  lallai 
oW  .baiiait  aoaaalD  aaolad  yawo  laillil  oi  mod  Had  a  bad  bnn  dooul 
.oavalai  on  bad  aw  bna  ^aaijn  on  wand  aw  ^jnamaaad  adi  nl  rnyp  adJ  oi  inaw 
yd  na^ad  aW  .ijood  ylboatil  lo  riot  a  ad  oi  i^nlop  ylno  aaw  tl  idpoodi  I 
amao^  awold  adi  Hu  badolt  B^tutAai  ad)  «a  lad  yUdt^li  Qnlqqa)  bna  Qolnaqa 
aihblin  ad)  nl  ..abniw  ad)  ui  nwoidi  aaw  nolli/ao  bna  labiad  ylavleaaii^oiq 
pniUali  baunllnoo  I  iud  baad  ilai  ym  lo  draudi  adi  banlavqt  1  laainoo'adl  lo 


o)  aew  toaoH  ns  lo  bnU  amoa  tnablva  emaoad  tl  beiaado  abtd  adi  aA 
I  tWoM  .iaalab  iqsooa  oi  yaee  ad  oi  ynlov  ton  aew  ii  ot  loiolv  adi  oj  00 
aldaioblanoo  Dnldaoada  aaw  nruitai  nl  bna  bnari  ano  dilw  aiiua  yino  bluoo 
•  )dQll  adi  qoia  oi  /taqqeri  biuow  t^ntdiamoa  iadi  \)nldalw  taw  I  ^pnUaatiiuiq 
^  cnloiooad  aaw  idcil  adi  «baiauaitaa  pnliiap  aaw  I  bna  am  banlaq  bnad  yM 
•)?fU as anadma  ylamaiixa  ad  btbow  iaalab  tliup  ion  bluoo  I  lay  ^noriiaiam  a 
Inloq  adi  YUBnll  .faak-quia  a  oral  bamiolanmi  bad  iupd  luo  apaia  aid)  lA 
!.  oigara  aaodi  baiaiiu  b2  ifadi  ^avlp  oi  bad  enidiamoi  aiadw  badoaai  aaw 
adlad  insw  bna  baad  axli  oi  wold  »  yd  itud  nsod  bad  b3  *.ilup  a'lal**  abiow 
?  CdS 


^  not  know  why  I  mention  this  ,  I  am  still  wondering 
about  that  honor  attached  to  the  victor.  Ed  was  back  the  next  day  and  we 
ere  friends  ever  after.  Perhaps  there  Is  a  moral  here,  "Don't  give  up 
victory  may  be  closer  than  you  think."  ^ 

^  1917,  I  was  a  sophomore,  the  courses  offered 

at  Granada  were  limited,  those  I  had  Intended  to  pursue  were  not  In  the 
ci^lculum.  It  seemed  that  the  only  subjects  taught  were  those  the  teach- 

^  There  were  no  sport  actlvi- 

except  basketball,  and  little  of  that.  When  we  played  out  of 
to^  ^ames  we  took  the  train  possibly  as  far  as  2  5  or  30  miles  Some 

and°thi^  ^  afternoon  on  a  clky  court 

rooting  section  had  to  stand  up.  I  recall  once  there  was  no  train 

a  lot^olTun?"  ^  overnight,  this  was 

To  earn  spending  money  In  the  late  fall  of  1917  whUe  going  to  high 
school  I  worked  several  Saturdays  at  picking  com  for  a  farmer  who  lived 
from  Uncle  Vic.  Fall  rains  and  early  snow  had  delayed  the 
h!?<fh  ^ ^  causing  farmers  to  offer  six  cents  a 

^  ^rid  It  had  a  lot  of  appeal 

vSn  K  loaned  me  two  teams  and  two  triple  box  wagons  with 

boards.  Aunt  Ella  packed  a  lunch  the  night 
^  started  out  ^  the  darkness  of  early  morning.  The  roads^were 
almost  Impassable  and  the  gumbo  filled  the  spokes  of  the  wheel  The 
objective  of  the  early  start  was  to  be  at  the  field  and  have  6-8  bushels  of 
com  in  the  wagon  before  daylight.  It  was  customary  to  Lke  along  a  shot¬ 
gun  to  bag  a  few  cottontails  during  the  course  of  the  day.  As  could  be 

wok^^^  O^d'^Wlv^^^^^  the  poorest  yield  was  where  I*was  directed  to 
h^?t  with  th  ®^tly  start,  I  could  have  picked  100  bushels 

but  with  the  small  ears  It  was  a  great  effort  to  husk  70.  Before  noon  I 

usually  had  filled  one  wagon  and  had  a  good  start  on  the  second  I  ate 
with  one  hand  while  continuing  to  husk.  As  darkness  was 'falling 
the  road  with  both  wagons  heaping  full,  heading  for  my 

^  customary,  the  farmer  gave  me  supper  after 
whirh  off  both  loads  and  made  the  long  drive  back  home  after 

borses  had  to  be  properly  fed  and  bedded  down  for  the  night, 
l^ose  days  were  long  but  I  did  not  easily  tire,  I  had  earned  around  $4  00 

^gons.  To  date  It  v^^s  the  most  money  I  had  earned.  It  was  opportune 

wsr  woT.^'foTp^^^  '  ^®®®  ^ 

The  re^er  will  discern  that  I  was  not  completely  satisfied  with  the 
arrangem®nt  Dad  had  made  when  he  sent  me  to  Minnesota.  I  had  asked 
h  compensation  for  working  with  him  for  several  months,  but 

Unr?e  Vi^ o e  anything.  However, 

Uncle  Vic  did  give  me  15  or  20  dollars  with  which  I  bought  some  clothes. 

Having  now  discovered  that  my  services  were  held  In  such  low  esteem, 
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poiiabnow  Illja  m*  1  noij/wm  1  yriw  wotvl  ion  ob 
w  bna  Jx»n  9<U  ioe4  »«•/  W  .lo^c^lv  e/il  ol  bofio^J#  lonoil  l*>4i  4 
«QU  avl©  1*^00**  ,^ai0d  Isiofli  •  al  €rf®rfJ  ijQjirlia^r  .wJ^B^iava 


'•.;(n4fU  uoY  nsrtJ  laaoio  ad  Y*™ 


baiallo  aaaiuoo  aili » 'oniortqoa  fr  bbw  1  li^  9ds  nl  zew  aifTT  „  ,  .  ,  f. 

drfj  ni  tofi  ®i6w  suciiKj  Cit  batwwifil  bad  I  a&odj  ^baJloill  &iaw  abanmO  )B 
-dooui  aiij  aao/l4  snaw  )Ayw»j  aloaldue  vino  «rt4  JbiU  baoiaea  Jl  ,ait;luo!Tii/o 
-lvlJ05  Jioqa  Of*  ©law  aiaiiX  irtiiw  yd  o«  bdlUIsup  aiaw  Bfia 

\o  too  b«Y«lq  ow  nadW  .JaiU  lo  alltU  bn*  ^llfidJ«ata«l  Jqaoxa  aiod  a»ll  ^ 

smoS,  ,a«D-T  OC  lo  SS  **  ib1  bb  yUUaaoq  iiJlBC  ort»  ;(ooj  ew  'ajiiifiy^nwoJ 
fioos  voio  B  np  rtobmolifi  »itl  iri  boYB^*4  ^  ©bicnl  on  bfiri  cIooriD* 


nlml  on  fc»w  aioiil  or>oo  IlBotal  ,qi/  bnatp  ol  bafi  noiloas  pnlJooi  aiii 
SAW  alfU  tidplmevo  yala  ol  ol  Bmooi  bad  aw  ot  ^artori  rnutair  aiti  loi 

\  ^  .  nu^  \o  tot  fi 


.  no)  )o  tot  S 


bavlt  oriw  looiial  a  lol  <noo  pniJloiq  J»  PABbiulaS  Ifiiava*  b3:tTo%v  I  .loorioa 
sflt  won*  Ylifi#  bnf  9i\ici  Uai  .oiV  alonU  otaril  alquoo  a 

A  Alnao  xi«  i»Ho  01  n%Ait«l  t^nlsuAO  qoio  moo  aftt  lo  pnllaavisfl  iBiUl 
lAoqqa  lo  jol  a  bad  11  bna  olAi  d^iri  wan  b  bbw  eUfT  .aiB^taori  ol  I»d»wd 
fillw  a  nop  AW  xcd  Alqltl  owl  bixa  ttiiUiBl  owl  bofifiot  oW  atonU  .®nt,ol 
iripln  Bdl  dofuil  a  boiotq  Ail3  l/u/A  .ebiaod  abli  bjIxa  bna  abnood  pncd 
AtAfW  BbAOl  Biff  .pfUmom  xl\9m  Jo  Baoniieb  ertl  nl  loo  bBliBls  I  bna  Atolod 
•ifT  .lo*dw  am  lo  eastoqa  «di  bBiU)  odmoy  »fU  bnB  aldBsaAqml  itomlB 
lo  eladeod  8-^  ovAd  biu  WaU  Bril  Is  od  oi  bbw  JiaIb  yIiab  Bdl  lo  avlioBldo 
-lode  a  pnoia  adei  oJ  ri*ittottkuo  bbw  ll  .idpUYBb  oiolad  nopBw  eri!  nl  moo 
ad  bluoo  eA  .yeb  adi  lo  aeiuoo  Bfti  prUiob  ellBlnolloo  wal  b  pad  ol  nop 
Ol  balOBndb  etsw  1  stadw  eaw  biolY  lemooq  aril  riJlw  blall  Bill  ,ba!MilolinB 
Biadeud  OPt  b*Jloii  avad  bluoo  I  ,lTBie  y^ibb  na  dllw  ^Y^iBnlbiO  .i'low 
I  noon  aiot»3  .0t  deod  ol  nolla  lAarp  a  aaw  ll  bibb  Ilami  odl  riilw  lod 
Bis  I  »bnooBB  adf  no  nala  boop  a  bad  bna  nopaw  ano  balUl  bed  yI1^b«  ^ 
(pnilial  taw  etamtiab  aA  .Jtaiid  ol  pnlonllnoo  aildw  bnad  ano  itllw  (fonul 
\m  wl  pnJbaod  »Uiil  pnlqaait  anopaw  diod  dllw  baoi  axil  no  doad  eaw  I 
ijijla  laqquB  an*  avap  ibbtibI  adJ  bbw  bA  , dlTonwo  u'taY^lqfna 

laJla  amod  doad  avlib  pnoi  adi  abaai  bna  abaol  dlod  llo  baqoooa  1  doJdw 
.  iripln  adi  lol  nwob  babbad  bna  bal  Yi'»BQO^  •<*  oJ  Banori  adi  doldw 
00. bniioia  bamaa  bad  X  »»UJ  yI^^bb  >on  bib  1  lud  pnot  aiaw  eYab  atorfr 
bna  tariori  adi  lo  aan  artJ  lol  am  apiado  ion  bib  olV  alonll  bna  vBb  doao 
anofioqqo  bbw  ]J  ,  bamaa  bad  I  ybaoo*  laoox  adi  bbw  11  aiab  oT  .enopew 
I  Bvab  oBoriJ  ,BaY  .  ..batalqab  aiaw  booioobbi  ym  bna  adiiiom  lanunua  aa 


.yaq  lol  ,  ,  .diow  ol  bavol 

I  J  ^  ^ 

adi  dllw  bsllaiiat  Ylalalqotoo  kmi  tiiw  1  ladl  maoaib  Ulw  labaan  arfT 
badea  bad  1  .aJo&anniM  ol  am  inaii  ad  nadw  abam  bad  baCI  inaniapnana 


ttid  ,wllnom  Imavaa  lol  and  dllw  paldiow  toI  nuliaenaqinoo  araot  tol  diaH 
^lavawoH  .pnidiyna  am  yaq  ol  biotta  ton  blooo  ad  noiilaoq  tdl  doOl  ad 
.aaifjolo  amot  Idpood  I  doldw  dllw  tiaUob  OS  ■»  ll  am  avlp  bib  olV  aXonU 
^naslBo  wol  /too a  ol  blad  otaw  aaolviaB  ym  ladi  banavooelb  won  pnlvaH 

aas 


i 


I  soured  on  the  school  arrangement  which  had  dubious  value.  As  the 
school  year  was  ending  In  the  spring  of  1918,  there  arose  an  appeal  from 
farmers  for  help,  wages  doubled  and  trebled  for  farm  hands.  The  older 
boys  in  school  were  staying  home  to  help  with  the  farm  work,  year  end 
examinations  were  waived  and  credits  were  automatically  given.  It  was 
In  this  environment  that  I  finished  the  10th  grade  which  was  ultimately 
my  last  year  In  school.  Partially  from  dlscoiiragement,  I  had  thought 
some  of  enlisting  In  the  Army,  I  was  only  sixteen  and  knew  this  would 
invite  the  wrath  of  Dad  so  thought  it  best  to  take  a  Job  with  a  neighboring 
farmer. 

Brother  Ingvar  at  this  time,  in  the  summer  of  1917,  was  working 
for  Olsons,  our  old  neighbor  In  Ludlngton.  We  kept  a  steady  coires  — 
pondence  to  boost  our  morale  and  thereby  Influenced  him  to  come  to 
Minnesota.  He  arrived  on  the  last  day  of  October  and  started  to  work 
the  next  day  on  the  farm  of  Uncle  Vic's  oldest  daughter,  our  cousin  Edna. 
On  the  many  weekends  to  follow,  we  would  usually  manage  to  meet  and 
occasionally  went  hunting  together.  Having  each  other  near  gave  us  the 
confidence  which  was  to  play  such  an  Important  role  from  then  on.  I  was 
16  and  Ingvar  was  17,  hardly  an  age  to  confront  exploitation  and  make 
vital  decisions  that  were  to  set  the  course  for  our  lives. 


Herb,  In  the  summer  of  1918,  could  no  longer  escape  the  draft, 
Ingvar  was  then  prevailed  upon  to  help  Uncle  Vic  operate  the  farm.  Not 
mentioned  previously,  on  leaving  school,  I  hired  out  for  the  season  to 
a  farmer  on  the  opposite  side  of  town.  My  new  employer  was  now  un¬ 
willing  to  release  me  from  our  oral  agreement. 

The  war  casualty  list  in  the  dally  papers  continued  to  grow,  and 
Uncle  Vic  became  depressed  as  he  thought  of  continuing  to  farm  If  some¬ 
thing  should  happen  to  Herb.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  great  land  boom 
of  1918  began  In  Martin  County.  Land  that  had  been  seUlng  for  $75.00 
an  acre  a  year  before,  was  now  being  bid  at  $150.00  and  the  ante  was 
being  raised  dally.  There  was  in  influx  of  Iowa  farmers  who  literally 
came  with  pockets  bulging  from  the  prior  sale  of  their  farms  fifty  miles 
to  the  south.  Here  they  sought  to  procure  equaHy  productive  soil  at  a 
reduced  price  with  the  prospects  of  gaining  a  neat  profit.  Uncle  Vic  was 
one  of  the  first  to  sell  for  $150.  Had  he  waited  a  few  weeks  to  permit 
more  buyers  to  compete  with  each  other,  he  could  have  demanded  $2  50.00 
per  acre.  By  now  prices  of  com,  hogs  and  cattle  had  also  tripled.  Vic. 
in  his  haste  to  cash  in"  on  the  boom,  had  overlooked  one  Important 
detail. . .  vdiat  was  Herb  to  do  if  he  returned  ? 

The  Anderson  farm  subsequently  had  a  new  owner  and  the  Andersons 
moved  to  a  home  in  town,  opposite  the  school.  Then  the  Inevitable  came 
Into  sharp  focus.  Herb  came  home  and  wanted  to  farm  again.  Land  by 
this  time  had  risen  until  It  was  out  of  reach  of  those  who  had  sold  at  the 
reduced  figure.  To  rectify  his  error.  Uncle  Vic  went  about  150  mUes 
northwest  of  Minneapolis ,  and  made  a  down  payment  on  a  farm  for  Herb 
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•fit  kA  .tfi/lsv  tuoidub  bAd  dolrfw  )n0m«vnAns  iooiba  oiil  no  bawot  1 
eiond  iMqqA  nc  •tuui  tnwli  «81€f  lopnlTqs  otfl  ai  onibno  tsw 
i»bIo  m(h  .ebnjBd  «nel  loi  boLdartf  bnA  boldnob  t»;}8w  .qlad  lol  naatiAl 
bna  iflsx  ^diow  tvntA  miis  tfliw  qlad  ol  amod  pni^c  rtsw  loodoB  nl  a^od 
BOW  jl  .naviv  yUboUaokkii/b  snow  eilbao  hnn  b|fViAw  Kum  MoolsaniMexM 
Yl9ismlJlu  B8W  rioldw  Bbatv  dJOl  •dd  bojCalAl)  1  ptiJ  InMHDoitvnA  aldJ  at 
Jdpuodi  bod  I  «}ndffia90tuooeib  /aoiA  .loodoe  nt  ^e»Y  Sami  \m 

bluow  Bid!  wond  biis  arntfSata  yLao  aew  I  %\aciA  mds  ni  gatiatlaa  to  ^moa 
isatWiiAntaa  a  fUlw  dot  >  odAtei  faod  U  StipaotfS  OB  baCI  to  Hsary/  mriS  BfivaS 

•Ts/irutt 

I^Atdiow  feaw\^t£l  to  TatUBUiB  mils  at  «ontb  nidi  ts  iBvpid  idiiioin 
^BBTioo  xbfiotB  B  rqrad  oW  .MoJooilMjJ  nl  toddeion  bio  luo  ^anoalO  lol 
Of  omoo  Ol  mid  bopaaifftat  YdBiarit  bna  mUnota  tuo  Icood  ot  BQnsbnoq 
diow  ol  baliBiB  bam  amdor^O  lo  bavinB'dH  .BJOBsaixtM 

,mnb!i  0181103  mo  ,i9)d)|^Bb  iBobio  8'9lV  olonU  to  onat  odl  no  ixan  mdS 
bam  t9om  oS  ooBnem  yUovbu  bh/ow  aw.^woliot  ol  abnodBow  ynav  tdil  rO 
mtts  au  9VBP  laen  i^rjo  imam  ^nlvsH  .Todlarpol  pnllm/d  mow  YllAmteaooo 

BBVB  I  .(K)  /ladl  1001}  9f0f  JbBJlOfr*!  nO  dous  Y<^<1  ol  B6W  xioldw  OOAOblliTOO 
ad am  boa  nollaliolqiea  Inoilnoo  ot  opa  no  Ylbiad  tsvr  lavoifl  bna  81 

•  aavll  mo  lol  aamoo  ods  las  ol  ai^  ladi  snoltJOab  loliv 

c» 

tllaib  adl  aqaoBa  lan^iiol  on  bl&roo  t818I  lo  laoumiB  aifl  nl  .dioH 
loM  .mifll  adl  aleiaqo  oIV  aioa'/  qlod  ol  noqu  ballavaiq  nodi  bbw  lavpiil 
ol  notaaa  adl  lot  luo  badd  It-tioorlDB  (irtvAal  no  banollnam 

-no  vion  aavr  v>xol<|aia  «aan  yM  .  rrwol  lo  abts  allBoqqo  adl  no  lemn!  a 

,Soomm9rpm  lato  mo  moil  am  aaaaiai  ui  boUIIw 

boa  «woiB  ot  bounlliioo  aiaqaq  yliab  adl  ni  lail  yllauBao  law  aitT 
•'amoB  ll  mini  oi  'QnluatSoao  to  idpuoiiS  ad  am  basBaiqab  arnnoad  olV  alonU 
mood  bnai  laaiQ  ndi  ladi  aotll  otdl  la  asw  SI  .dioH  ol  naqqad  bljioda  ynidl 
00.9^8  lot  vnlUae  naad  bail  iadl  bnaj  .y^^uoO  niliaM  ni  nopmd  0161  to 
eaw  etna  adf  bna  00.02i{  St  bid  pnlad  won  anw  ^aiotad  laaY  a  ama  am 
Yllaiaiil  odw  eidnnat  awol  to  xultnl  nt  bsw  atadT  .xliab  bsaiai  yniad 
Ballm  \ttll  eimat  ilodl  ^  alaa  x»iiq  adl  moil  ynivlud  aladooq  dllw  amao 
a  la  Uoa  aviioi/boiq  yUairpo  amooiq  ol  idyuoe  vadl  aiaH  .illooB  adl  ol 
•aw  oPJ  alonU  .llloiq  laan  o  voiniav  to  elosqsoiq  adl  dllw  aobiq  baoubai 
lianaq  ol  adaaw  wat  a  bail  aw  ad  bmH  .021$  tot  Hat  oi  jaitt  adl  to  ano 
00.09S$  babnamab  avad  bliioo  ad  ^laiUo  doaa  dllw  aiaqisoo  ol  tnmyud  atom 
.otV  .balqtil  oaia  bad  ailiao  bna  tyod  tfnoo  to  eaot:^  won  yd  .eroataq 
Jnaiioqatl  ano  bndooliavo  bad  «mood  adl  in>  “nl  daeo"  oS  msamii  aid  ai 

?  bantviai  ad  11  ob  ot  dtaH  law  ladw  • .  .Ualab 

BnoatabnA  mds  bna  to/two  wan  a  bad  YlinanpaaduB  anal  noatabnA  arfT 
maao  aldolivani  adl  nadT  .loodoB  adl  allBoqqo  «nwot  nt  amod  a  ol  bavom 
yd  bnal  ,ntmpm  anat  Ol  balnaw  bna  rnmod  ammo  dtaH  ^ai/ooi  qtada  olnl 
pdj  la  bloB  bad  odw  atodi  to  doDat  to  luo  eaw  it  lilmi  natlt  bad  amii  aids 
*  amlim  091  looda  inawolV  alonU  «icma  aid  yUioat  OT  .awBil  baoubat 
^dtaH  lot  final  a  no  inamyaq  nwob  a  abam  baa  ^Biloqaa/iftlM  lo  iBawdlton 
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It  was  purchased  on  contract.  Herb  to  finish  the  payments.  This  was  not 
a  farm  to  compare  with  the  one  in  Martin  county,  the  land  was  rolling  and 
sandy,  also  was  on  the  northern  fringe  of  the  com  belt  and  susceptible  to 
early  frosts  and  crop  failures. 

Herb  had  been  gassed  in  combat  and  made  numerous  trips  to  the 
Mayo  Clinic  at  Rochester  to  receive  special  medical  attention,  all  with¬ 
out  apparent  benefit.  Cousin  Herbert  married  after  he  had  "bached"  it  for 
a  couple  years.  In  the  interim.  Aunt  Ella  and  the  girls  alternated  in  jour¬ 
neying  to  aid  him  as  often  as  possible.  Herb's  health  continued  to  worsen 
and  he  died  about  ten  years  later.  Besides  his  widow,  there  were  three 
children.  Thus,  five  sons  of  my  Aunt  and  Uncle  were  the  first  offspring  to 
expire,  their  seven  daughters  married,  five  have  taught  school,  all  are 
living  in  this  year,  1962, 

My  new  employer,  since  the  end  of  the  school  year,  was  Charles 
Entlekoffer,  he  was  an  exceptionally  mild  and  considerate  man.  A  month 
prior  to  my  hiring  to  him,  his  wife  gave  birth  to  twins .  Others  in  the  family 
Included  a  daughter,  Wilhelmlna,  about  10,  and  a  son,  John,  about  8.  My 
new  boss  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  house  assisting  his  wife  whom  I 
believe  took  undue  advantage  of  his  disposition.  Charley  agreed  to  pay 
me  $45,00  per  month  but  even  that  modest  sum  was  beyond  his  means. 

We  milked  six  cows,  separated  the  milk  and  sold  the  cream,  this  was  the 
only  source  of  revenue  until  some  animals  were  sold.  I  worked  two  months 
before  I  asked  for  the  first  month's  salary,  Charley  gave  me  all  he  had. . , 
two  dollars.  Ordinarily  two  dollars  would  have  sufficed  to  carry  me  for 
several  weeks,  but  this  was  for  a  special  occasion.  Brother  Ingvar  was 
working  for  Uncle  Vic  at  this  time,  when  two  of  our  cousins  contrived  to 
Induce  Ingvar  and  me  to  take  them  to  see  a  well  publicized  musical  stage 
show  which  was  coming  to  Fairmont.  The  girls  persuaded  Uncle  to  loan 
them  the  "sanctified"  Ford  for  transportation.  The  two  dollars  Charley 
gave  me  was  all  I  had.  Never  before  had  I  been  so  financially  embarrassed, 
however,  Ingvar  loaned  me  a  couple  more  and  the  predicament  was  resolved. 
Our  cousins  were,  of  course,  very  anxious  to  see  the  show,  and  under 
normal  conditions  would  not  have  prevailed  upon  us .  World  War  One  was 
now  at  its  height,  and  all  the  other  young  men  with  whom  they  had  pre¬ 
viously  kept  company  were  now  in  the  Army.  The  girlie  show  referred  to 
had  a  patriotic  flavor  aimed  at  bolstering  home  morale  and  encouraging 
the  buying  of  Liberty  Bonds.  Featured  were  some  fifty  "cutles"  in  the 
chorus ,  all  wearing  brief  costumes  of  Red ,  White  and  Blue  stars  and 
stripes.  I  enjoyed  it  immensely,  it  being  my  first  "spectacular. "  How¬ 
ever,  the  cost  of  the  evening's  entertainment  had  been  "too  rich  for  my 
blood. "  I  had  spent  over  four  dollars  or  three  days'  pay  and  I  felt  like  I 
had  been  rooked.  The  price  of  experience  is  not  always  cheap. 

The  Charley  Entlekoffer  farm  was  not  large,  we  only  had  four  work 
horses,  three  of  them  were  heavy  with  foal.  The  boss  having  had  con¬ 
siderable  experience  with  brood  mares  asked  me  to  favor  them  whenever 
possible  in  hard  pulling,  but  admonished  to  keep  them  in  the  hauness  as 
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Son  aaw  9l(tT  .  BlnantYfiq  adS  oS  di»H  ^SoBHaoo  no  bsindotttq  tow  11 

bno  Qoliioi  aew  bnal  biI}  ,Yiauoo  nltiaM  ol  mto  n/ll  xdtw  ftiaqnioo  ol  ansi  s 
qS  ftldtiqao&i/B  b/is  slad  irtoo  \o  *911111  mtillion  arlJ  no  onw  otlo 

,aarujUaX  qoro  bq*  aSM'd  y1i«o 

•ill  OS  nqtis  tuoTomun  abAin  b/ra  sadmoo  nt  baatac  naad  boil  diaH 
-dstw  Lia  ^aotsaatsa  lAOlbaa  latoaqa  *vl»o«i  oS  ladaadoofli  s»  oUdJO  oyaM  < 
lol  it  "badoad"  bad  ad  tails  batnaoi  iiadieH  nlauoD  .illanad  snanaqqa  iao 
-wot  at  bai&n*]ia  alitv  ads  baa  aX13  imiA  ^mlialnt  adli  ti  .aiaary  olquoo  a  - 
naeiow  oi  baunlsnoo  itllaail  a'diaH  .sldlaaoq  aa  nallo  aa  ixiiif  bla  oi  ynlyan 
asidi  naw  aiarti.  ^woblw  aid  aabltafl  •lajal  aiaay  aai  iaoda  baib  ad  bns 
ol  p/Uiqallo  isill  adi  eiaw  alonU  bna  inuA  yn  lo  anoa  avtl  »Aaib£ldo 

aia  Ua  iloodoa  idQuai  arvad  avi!  ^bainam  atairfci/ab  navae  liadi  ^atlqxa 

4-^  Ml«i  '  f  .Sdtl  ^  S 

■  -  rt  •  *  *■  ^ '  -  V  ♦ 

aaliadO  aaw  tiaay  Ipodoa  adl  io  baa  adi  aonia  ^tayolqiaa  wan  yM 
rfirrom  A  .naoi  •ieii^ttiioo  bna  bilm  yllanoliqaoxa  aa  Baw  ad  «iallodaIin3 
^Umal  adi  nl  ata/liO  .  enlwi  oi  dttid  avap^aliw  aid  ^ndd  od  pntild  yn  oi  lotiq 
yM  .8  ttioda  ,nd6l  ytuoa  a  boa  «0X  htoda  v^’LUaladilWi^iaidvuab  a  babuloot 
I  nodw  i^w  aid  ^allaiaaa  aanod  adi  ol  aoli  aid  lo.itoa  iroqa  aaod  wan 
yaq  ol  huanq;*  yrkliaiD  .nollicoqelb  aid  lo  9[*8Saa'tha  auboif  doot  availad 
.aaaam  aid  bfwyad  aaw  autti  iaabon  tadi  nava  iud  dinom  teq  00.8b8  am 
adi  aaw  aldi  .aueno  act!  bloa  boa  >liai  adi  taiaiaqaer^evroo  xla  badlica  aW 
ndjaom  owl  badiow.I  .bloa  iTMUr  Olt'Mlaa  auoi  Uini  miaavart  lo  »oiuoa  yloo  v.  if 
...bad  ad  Ua^ant  avep  yelusiD  ^yyaiaii  a'lUisoa  SotH  adi  lol  tuviaal  ai^ad  ii 
lol  am  yn*3  os  baolUua  avnd  bluow  *«r*Uob  owl  ^^iiaaUnO 44  aiallob  ow!  1  4 
BOW  iBV9id  ia:l:o7n  .  QoUaaoo  iatoaqa  a  mI  aaw  aidi  iud  ,adaaw  Irravaa  4  .m 
oi  baviifriAa  entsMoo  mo  Vo  orwi  narfw  «aam  aidi  ia  oiV  alonlT  10I  snidvw 
aoaia  laolaum  baxtolUbsq  ilaw  a  man  os  mads  ados  oi  am  bna  lavpol  aovbnl 
aaol  01  aioaU  babanaiaq  aiilv  adT  .inoonia?  ol  yiUmoo  aaw  doldw  woda 
yaliadO  aiailob  owi  mitt  .notiaiioqaaai!  10I  tnol  "  balUioaaa”  adi  oadi 
baaaatiadma  yllaionaadi  oa  cmad  1  Lad  aiolad  layaM  .bad  1  tin  aaw  am  aasQ 
bavloaai  aaw  iaaiaaolhanq  adi  bna  atom  alquoo  a  am  baoaol  lavQiil  ^lavawod 
labna  bna  twoda  ads  aaa  oi  aaoiaaa  yiav  .aaiaoo  k)  vat«v«'  anlaaoQ  «iO  -J- 
aaw  onO  laW  blwW  .  aa  ooqii  balla>raiq  avad  ion  bZuow  anolilbnoo  Laoion 
-nq  bad  yadi  laodw  ditw  nata  vnuoy  ladio  adi  Ua  bna  ^fd^lad  ail  ia  won 
oi  batialai  woda  *11x19  adT  .yictA  adi  ol  won  viaw  ynoqmoo  sqad  ylaaolv 
snlpaxiraona  bna  alacwMB  aiaod  ynlxaialod  ia  bamia  xov^  oliotiiaq  a  bad 
adi  ni  *‘aalSuo*'  yilll  amoa  aiaw  bamiaal  .abtaxa  ynadU  lo  Qnlyurf  adi 
bna  Biaie  aciifl  hna  aildW  .kMdl  lo  aamniioo  lalid  yntiaaw  Ua  itiraocb 
-woK  ".labcoaioaqa'*  iavU  ym  futad  ii  ^xlautcamml  si  bayotna  1  .aaqlna 
ym  tol  dolt  ooi*  aaatl  bad  inaouilamioa  a'vninava  adi  lo  iaoo  adi  «tava 
1  adll  lial  I  bna  yaq  'ayab  aaidi  la  aialiob  mol  tavo  inaqa  bod  1  *,bool(l 
.qaado  ayawla  ion  al  aoaaitaqxa  io  aotiq  acfl*  .badooi  aaad  bad 

dtow  tool  bad  ylno  aw  (SOtal  ion  aaw  anal  lallodaliaS  yaitadO  adX 
•mo  bad  onlvad  aaod  adi  «laol  diiw  yvaad  aiaw  wadi  k>  aavts  .aaaiod 
lavanadw  atads  lovai  ol  am  badaa  tanaoi  bo<nd  dllw  aonaltaqxa  eldaxabta 
ca  BBamad  ads  ai  ataib  qaai  oi  bodatncaaba  iad  .valUiiq  biad  nl  aldleaoq 


possible.  I  recall  a  day  when  I  was  harrowing,  one  of  the  mares  could 
c»ntlnue  no  longer.  I  threw  off  her  harness  and  minutes  later  a  colt  was 
loaled.  After  partaking  of  nourishment.  It  was  able  to  follow  Its  mother 
to  the  bam.  This  colt  and  others  bom  that  summer  served  as  a  diversion 

employment.  These  playful  little  fellows  filled  the 
v^d  In  my  so^  life.  On  Sundays  when  not  visiting  Ingvar,  there  was 
little  to  do.  The  place  was  overrun  with  gophers,  so  I  could  choose  be- 
nveen  the  sport  of  eradicating  those  pests  with  a  rifle,  or  ride  my  bicycle 
to  town  to  treat  myself  to  a  dish  of  Ice  cream. 


The  experience  that  I  recall  most  vividly  from  that  summer  with 
Oharley  was  my  friendship  with  a  hermit  neighbor  who  lived  on  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  farm,  his  home  was  only  a  ten  minute  hike  across  the  field.  His  name 
Arch  Handy.  Archie  was  an  eccentric  type  of  person  to  say  the  least, 
he  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his  peculiarities.  Archie  had  but  few 
friends  and  not  many  of  these  had  been  In  his  home.  He  had  known  Uncle 
Vic  over  a  long  sf^n  of  years  and  also  was  aware  that  I  was  Vic's  nephew, 
th^  I  believe  explained  his  cordiality  toward  me.  Archie  owned  about 
200  aCTes  of  good  farm  land  but  most  of  it  had  returned  to  virgin  sod  for 
lack  of  cultivation.  He  farmed  only  a  fraction  with  two  old  horses.  He 
tept  a  couple  cows  and  raised  a  few  calves,  the  chickens  roosted  In  the 


The  home  of  Archie  was  only  a  two  room  shack  cluttered  with  old 
books  and  newspapers.  Near  the  door  stood  a  shotgun  which  I  believe  he 
would  use  In  the  event  any  Intruders  would  trespass.  He  kept  a  dog  to 
alert  him  at  the  sound  of  a  strange  noise.  I  would  whistle  loud  and  clear 
when  I  crawled  through  the  fence  and  followed  the  path  that  led  through 
^e  willow  grove  which  secluded  his  abode.  Archie  lived  as  a  recluse 
he  did  not  trust  banks  and  it  was  evident  from  his  actions  that  he  had  his 
life  s  savings  cached  somewhere  In  the  house.  Archie  had  been  a  school 
master  as  a  young  man,  he  never  confided  In  anyone  on  what  took  place 
to  cause  him  to  live  in  this  mysterious  manner.  According  to  the  skuttle- 
butt  around  town,  he  had  been  disappointed  In  love.  He  told  me  he  had 
^  fifty  years ,  It  come  down  to  his  shoulders .  Through 
me  beard  on  his  face  could  be  seen  only  the  tip  of  his  nose  and  two  beady 
little  eyes.  I  asked  him  why  he  had  let  his  hair  grow,  and  his  evasive 
answer  was,  "No  one  would  notice  me."  Despite  Archie's  peculiarities 
he  was  mentaUy  alert  and  well  abreast  of  all  politics  and  current  events . 
He  enjoyed  playing  checkers  and  some  card  games,  we  would  on  occa¬ 
sions  such  as  Saturday  night,  play  untU  daybreak,  using  a  couple  egg 
crates  to  sit  on  and  a  box  for  a  table.  For  a  midnight  snack,  we  ate 
crackers  with  milk,  this  was  his  dally  diet. 


To  say  Archie  was  unconventional  would  be  an  understatement,  his 
worst  eccentricity.  In  my  estimation,  was  his  treatment  of  a  horse  which 
had  never  been  worked  and  had  stood  In  the  bam  for  years  without  having 
been  led  out.  This  horse  was  almost  standing  on  Its  head  as  Archie  never 
removed  the  manure  from  the  rear.  After  leaving  this  vicinity  for  more  than 
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blitoo  BanojB  sid  1o  cmo  ,9fllwoniuf  mmw  I  nsiiw  Ysb  s  llso9i  I  .ftlditBoq 
•mr  Jiao  t  leiAi  e>}}uAt«  bM  tst/nfiil  Uo  wanuU  I  .iB^nol  on  ourtliiioo 
loxUoM  a)it  woJUol  o)  BMW  tl  ,}n«niifftiwoit  lo  QiiUonaq  laJlA  .boifio! 
nolnovtb  a  bm  bovios  lomnuia  indi  mod  bxmsUo  biin  iloo  tliff  .mid  oiU  o) 
od}  boiiil  ewolioi  ^Ltiii  MarfT  .iammxolqmB  deib  aeiwioiilo  no  o) 

aaw  anaiij  ^layptd  p/itttatv  Jon  naitw  B^ebnija  nO  .sill  IniooB  x®  Wov 
-•d  accodo  blnoo  1  o«  ^Biaiiqoc  dJlvr  mmavo  saw  eofilq  aitl  .ob  oS  alttU 
aiov;>^<^  Y®  ^  •aObi  a  dilw  tlBaq  asoffJ  pniJeotbsio  lo  fioqt  eiU  naawj 
^  ;  .Btaar>  aol  lo  if  Bib  «  oj  llaBYm  taaU  ot  itwol  oi 

> 

itjtw  idttuuuB  JAifl  sacni  x^hivlv  iBom  Uaoai  I  ladJ  aonaliaqxa  adT 
-filotbe  na  t/o  bavU  oifw  -ndtlplan  itnnsif  a  dJlw  qiitabnoli)  \m  sew  xahaifO 
aman  bIU  .blaH  srij  ecotoa  adjd  aiunim  naJ  a  xliro  aaw  amoirf  aid  ^anal  pni 
«}aaal  adJ  yaa  ot  norzsq  to  aqx3  olUnaooa  na  bbw  aldoiA  .xbnaH  xloiA  aaw 
wb\  Jud  bad  oldsTA  .Baliliailin>a4  aid  to\  abtw  bna  lal  nwond  raw  ad 
alonU  nwoad  bad  aH  •amoit  aid  nf.naad  bad  aaadj  lo  ynam  Jon  bna  abael'ii 
(Wadqan  a*olV  law  I  JBdf  mimwo  aaw  osle  baa  Biaa\  lo  noqa  pnol  a  tavo  oIV 
tvoda  banwo  aldaiA  .am  biawu;  y^-'lnlbroo  eld  banlalqxs  availed  I  aldJ 
Tol  boa  nipttv  ol  baitniJarr  bad  il  lo  Jfton  Jud  bital  ima)  boop  lo  aaxoa  00  S 
aH  .  taax>d  bio  owj  dilw  xroiuail  a  xlno  banilBl  aH  .  noUavUluo  lo  daal 
adJ  ol  baieooi  &n«)(oldo  adj  ^aavtas  wal  a  baalar  bna  Bwor>  alciuQo  a  Jqad 

bio  dJtw  baiaiJuIo  ioada  mom  owl  a  ylno  taw  aldoiA  lo  eraod  aifr 
ad  avoilad  I  thktSm  Oiit^Joda  a  boots  loob  adJ  taaM  .aiaqaqBwan  bna  tdood 
'^oJ  ti^b  a  Jqsjf  aH  .■aaqBaii  bluow  aiabtrrJnl  yna  Jnava  adt  nl  aeu  bluow 
laaJb  bna  buol  aUnidw  tiuow  1  .asio/i  apnaUB  a  lo  bmioe  adt  Ja  mid  liala 
dpuoidt  baX  tfUti  tlJoq  adt  bawoUol  bna  aoixal  adJ  dpnoidt  balwaro  I  nadw 
.asuioBT  a  sa  bavli  alibiA  .abbds  Bid  babulooa  doldw  avoip  woUlw  adt 
Bid  bad  ad  ;adJ' Bnciroa  aid  at^  :o»ldva  bow  tl  bna  BjCnad  izim  ion  btb  ad 
loodoB  a  iijod  bad  oldoiA  .aexiod  adt  nl'aiadyraaioa  badoac  BpnivaB  a'alll 
aoaiq  ioot  tadw  no  aikixaa  nl  babilnoo  lavan  od  ^oesi  pm/oy  a  ea  laJBem 
'alttuda  adt  ot  pitibioooA  .tanaam  huoiiataxm  eldt  nl  evil  oj  ndd  atuao  ot 
bad  ad  am  blot  aH  .avol  iti  bajnioqqatlb  naad  bad  ad  «irwor  bnuois  ttiid 
dpdoijfr  .Biabfuuffa  titl  of  nwob  amoa  it  ^ataax  Ytlll  nl  ilad  aid  wo  ton 
ybaodowi  bna  oboit  Rfd  lo  qlt  adt  yliio  neat  ad  bluoa  aoal  aid  no  biaad  adt 
avieaya  eld  hna  ^worip  tied  BHf  laJ  bad  ad  yrfw  add  basfeal  .eaya'alJtll 
aaltliai liioaq  e'alitoiA  utlqeail  “.am  aotton  bluow  ano  oM*  ,B8W  lawana 
.Btnava  tnamuo  bna  i  )itlioq  IXa  lo  teaaida  iisw  baa  liala  ylli®iiaai  saw  ad 
‘•Booo  no  bb/ov  avf  «eaAjp  Inao  asiua  Ixse  eiadoadib  pittyalq  bayoirta  aH 
ppa  alquoo  a  pitleu  ^iauidyV}  Utnu  xBlq  ^idpln  yefcni/Ja8  sa  dove  BnolB 
ata  aw  ^doana  tdpiobim  a  loi  .aldai  a  lol  xod  H  bnM  no  lie  oa  aataio 
^  .>«b  yfteb  Bid  eaw  elHl  »:)iUnt  dJlw  riadoffo 

>.  a 

eld  linamatatsiabnu  no  ad  bluow  laaoltnavnoonu  eaw  atdoiA  yea  oT 
dol/^  aciod  a  lo  inamtaarij  Bid  bow  ^nottamitaa  ym  nl  ,ytlolUnaooa  taiow 
pnivad  tuodttw  riaay  tol  mad  adt  nl  boots  bad  bna  baitow  naad  tavan  bad 
^tftvan  aldoiA  bB  bead  itl  no  pnibiuia  taomla  bbw  anod  eldT  .tuo  bal  naad 
Aaift  aioiri  tol\jlnh)lv  sldt  pnlvaal  taJlA  .laani  adt  moftl  atunam  adt  bavomai 
li  Mfi 


a  year,  I  returned  to  inquire  about  old  Arch  Handy  from  my  former  boss. 

He  related  that  one  day  during  the  past  winter  he  was  attracted  by  Archie's 
cattle  bellowing  as  for  water,  on  Investigation  he  found  Archie  had  been 
the  victim  of  a  robbery  and  had  been  shot  dead,  the  extent  of  the  loot  was 
never  determined.  It  was  a  tragic  climax  to  a  tortured  soul. 

In  the  fall  of  1918,  I  helped  a  man  who  had  a  contract  to  gravel  the 
main  road  through  Granada.  Because  of  the  distance  to  haul  the  material, 
we  used  two  wagons  each,  leading  the  extra  team.  We  loaded  the  gravel' 
by  hand,  then  hooked  on  an  extra  pair  of  horses  to  get  out  of  the  pit.  Our 
wagons  were  the  ordinary  type  with  2x6  planks  to  form  the  bottom;  these 
were  turned  over,  one  at  a  time,  to  dump  the  load.  I  received  a  salary 
plus  room  and  board.  World  W^ar  I  came  to  a  successful  end  on  November 
11th.  Automobiles  were  now  In  general  use,  most  of  them  were  model  "T" 
Fords  as  they  were  lighter  in  weight  than  other  makes,  and  because  of  the 
high  clearance  underneath  they  were  preferred  for  negotiating  the  deep 
rutted  roads.  No  trucks  were  seen  until  a  year  later  when  Army  surplus 
dump  trucks  were  allocated  to  the  various  governing  bodies  of  the  state. 

My  next  Job  was  one  of  the  few  I  have  held  whereby  I  received  tax 
money  Instead  of  paying  It.  I  asked  Uncle  Vic  to  use  his  Influence  to  get 
me  a  job  graveling  county  roads;  this  he  did.  I  joined  a  crew  of  about  20 
men,  we  had  two  chuck  wagons  and  two  bunk  houses  on  wheels.  We 
camped  near  other  farm  buildings  so  that  we  could  convert  a  shed  for 
stabling  the  animals.  On  this  job  we  used  mules  and  dump  wagons  to 
haul  the  gravel.  The  winter  weather  was  cold  and  often  too  stormy  to 
work,  again  the  chief  pastime  was  to  play  checkers  and  read  detective 
stories.  At  times  when  the  water  supply  was  short  or  frozen,  we  would 
lead  the  mules  to  a  nearby  pond  and  chop  a  hole  In  the  Ice.  Skinning 
m^ules  was  new  to  me,  they  are  quite  different  temperamentally  from  horses, 
these  enimals  were  unpredictable  and  vicious ,  A  driver  develops  a  new 
vocabulary  associating  with  them,  these  words  could  not  be  printed.  I 
do  not  believe  the  collars  were  properly  fitted  to  these  beasts  as  most  had 
sores  on  both  shoulders  and  on  the  neck.  These  sores  could  not  heal  due 
to  the  heavy  work  schedule.  They  would  bite,  strike  and  kick  when  start¬ 
ing  to  harness  them  In  the  mornings.  It  was  several  days  before  I  learned 
to  approach  them  safely. 

The  work  was  not  easy,  three  or  four  men  remained  in  the  pit  to  help 
load.  At  times  it  was  necessary  to  do  extensive  picking  through  the  frost 
and  that  was  truly  Manual  labor  with  a  capital  "M".  However,  we  did  eat 
well;  the  cook  was  a  four  star  performer,  he  shone  his  brightest  at  making 
pies.  I  enjoyed  his  cooking  so  much  that  possibly  I  did  not  earn  a  salary. 
Because  of  the  Inclement  weather  the  operation  was  shut  down  before  the 
Christmas  Holidays. 

Ingvar  and  I  decided  to  take  a  trip  home  to  Elgin  for  Christmas,  1918. 
We  had  learned  that  It  was  a  standard  practice  for  anyone  who  ships  a 
carload  of  hogs  or  cattle  to  be  permitted  to  ride  gratis  In  the  caboose  to 
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.  aaod  lanToi  ym  moil  ybnfiH  bio  luoda  aiti/pnft  ot  bamuiai  I  ^isay  s 
alfbiA  yd  baioffifia  *isw  efi  lointw  laaq  aiit  pniiub  ysb  ano  isrU  balfliar  aH  »  • 

naad  baft  akdojA  bni/ol  ari  noiiBpiJaavni  no  ^'taiaw  lol  ae  QAtwollad  aillao  floB 

aw  tool  ad}  lo  tfwtxa  ad}  .baab  loda  na^  bad  bna  riaddot  a  lo  oillolv  adl 
.iuos  baroitiod  a  oi  }KamI|':i  oioai}  a  saw  }1  .baatioialab  lavaa 

j  ~  ^  ly  I)  '  •  ' 

»d}  Iavai9  at  tomtttoo  a  bad  odw  nam  a  baqiad  lo  11^  ad}  id 

ialiaiaa  ad}  liiad  od  oonaiidb  ad}  lo  aauaoaS  .abanaif)  dpifcruf}  baoi  nlam 
[avaip  Slit  bshaol  aW  .maai  ailxa  adj  piUbaal  ^lioaa  Boogaw  awi  baau  aw 
uO  .liq  ad}  io  }uo  tap  ot  caaiod  lo  ileq  aitxa  na  no  bado^  cadt  ,hnad  yd 
aaadJ  iiaolJod  adj  onol  ot  vdmUq  dxS  dtlw  aqyi  yiantbto  ad}  aiow  anopMr 
yialaa  a  bavtaoai  1  .baol  ad}  qmub  ot  ^amllia  la  ano  «iavo  bamut  aiaw 
)dniavo;t  no  bna  liile^iaooua  a  ot  amao  I  laW  bhoW  .biaod  bna  moot  ttiiq  ,,V4 

T*  labom  aiaw  atadt  lo  taom  «aau  iananap  ol  won  aiaw  salidonriotuA  .dill  /  i* 

dt  lo  atuaaad  bna  .aadain  lailto  nad}  idptaw  nt  laldpli  ataw  yadl  aa  tbiol 
qaab  adt  pnltattopan  x>l  banalaiq  mraw  yard  diaamabrai  aonsiaaio  dpid 
axilqwa  ymiA  nadw  taial  laay  a  Ufmr  naaa  aiaw  Edoinl  oM  •ebacn  battin 
.atalB  adl  lo  eatbod  pnlmavop  Buotjav  adi  ot  baiaoolla  aiaw  adouil  qnuib  i 

xa}  bavlsoai  1  ydaiadw  blad  avad  I  wral  adl  lo  ano  taw  dot  txan  yM  f 

ep  ol  aonauHnl  aid  aav  ot  alV  alaixU  baiaa  1  .11  prdyaq  lo  beaiaxtl  yanom  .«l 
US  tuoda  lo  waro  a  baiilot  X  .bib  ad  atdi  tabaoi  yimroo  pnliaveip  dot  a  am  ‘“4 

aW  .aXaadw  no  aaeuoi!  dmrd  owf  bna  anopaw  doudo  owl  bad  aw  «naa  *  / 

lo)  bada  a  navnoo  blnoo  aw  sarit  c «  apnlbliad  nnal  ladio  laan  baqmaa 
OJ  anopaw  qon/b  bna  aalum  baau  aw  <j[ot  eldl  00  .aianUna  adl  piUldala  I  4 
ot  ynrioiB  oot  nallo  bna  bloo  aaw  ladiaow  latiitw  adT  .lava^p  aid  luad  % 

avltoaiab  baai  bna  aiaXoaalo  yaXq  oi  aaw  amtlaaq  laido  bdt  idapa  «diow 
bluow  aw  «nos<nl  to  tioda  aaw  yiMua  latsw  adt  aadw  aaml}  lA.  .  aaliola  1 

pntruitd&  .aol  adi  ol  aiod  •  qodo  bna  bnoq  ydiaao  0  0}  aalirm  adl  baai  *  *  ;  l| 

iBTod  moii  yliatnsmaiaqmai  tnaialUb  ailtfp  aia  yadt  «aia  o}>wan  aaw  ealum  ji 

wan  a  aqaiavab  ia>viib  A  .auoiotv  bna  aldatoibaiqnif  aiaw  alamina  aaadl  f  i|  *  Ji 
I  .baloiici  ad  ion  bJuoa  abiaw  aaard  ^madt  dUw  pxiiialooaaa  yialudaoov  tail. 
adtaom  aa  ataaad  aaad}  ot  balllt  vhaqoaq  aiaw  aiailoo  adl  availod  Ion  ob  ^  ^  ^ 

iuL  lead  ton  blooo  aviva  aaadt  .ibaa  adj  tro  bna  nablaoda  diod  no  aaioa  -J,  _  ^ 

nail  nailw  pfoid  bna  :*XiV8  ^attd  bitrow  yailZ^  .aivbadoa  diuw  yvaad  adl  0}  ifiw  J 

amaai  I  rK^a'J  ayab  iawvoc  aaw  IT  .apnUrroa  adl  nt  raadl  taaman  oJ  pnl  ^  a*<. 

.Yialaa  mad}  do aoiqqa  of  '  t! 

lad  0}  Tlq  odt  Id  bwuawtt  ri.«m  -aiol  10  aaidt  ,yaaa  ton  aaw  diow  aifXi  '  ‘  ad 
aod  adt  liaaon/it  gnUoiq  avlanpiiia  ob  pt  yiaaaaoan  aaw  d  aamii  lA  .baol  ^  *4 
tm  bib  aw  ^lavawoH  ."M**  laDqao  a  itlw  lodal  LauoaM  ylift}  aaw  lad}  boa 
oLiaja  la  laaidpbd  aid  aooda  ad  tTaonoliaq  lata  «61  a  aaw  dooo  adl  til  aw  9:^ 

oaiaa  a  maa  Ion  btb  i  yidtaaoq  ladl  dovin  os  gnlAooo  aid  bayotna  1  .aaiq  * 

adl  aiolad  nwob  luda  aaw  noiiaiaqo  adl  ladlaaw  Ijiamalonl  adJ  lo  aeuaoafl  _ 

.ayablloH  aanuaiiiO  ^ 

.  ,  *  I  til 

II  tl  ^aatiuaiidO  Tol  alpJ3ck}  amod  qttl  a  aialoi  babioab  I  bna  lavpnl  la# 

a  aqida  oifw  aiixyna  tqI  aolioaiq  tiabama  a  anw  U  ladl  bamaal  bad  aW  i  ^  1 
oi  aaixMtao  aiU  ai  aitaap  abli  01  baiuanaq  ad  01  alllao  to  apod  lo  bsohoo  ^ 


their  destination.  Ingvar  was  tipped  off  on  a  man  who  was  shipping  two 
not  going  to  make  the  trip.  Ingvar  contacted  him  and  paid 
^10  to  take  his  place.  The  train  made  many  stops  to  add  more  cattle  and 
nogs  and  to  drop  off  empty  cars.  We  remained  at  a  stand-still  while  our 
engine  did  the  necessary  switching.  The  ride  took  three  times  as  long 
as  a  passenger  train,  and  one  could  only  wear  work  clothes  in  the  grimy 
choose.  Home  in  Elgin  we  found  brother  Ernest,  sister  Ruth,  Dad 
Granddad  and  Grandmother  glad  to  see  us .  After  the  holidays ,  Ingvar 
and  I  went  to  Ludington.  We  yearned  to  see  the  old  town  and  our  many 
Wd  friends  after  a  year  and  a  half  absence.  The  town  had  not  changed, 
but  it  seemed  we  could  only  locate  a  few  of  our  old  buddies,  nothing 
there  had  the  same  appeal.  We  left  after  a  week  in  a  spirit  of  disappoint- 


On  arriving  back  at  Granada  in  the  middle  of  January,  1919,  things 
were  dull.  It  was  necessary  to  help  farmers  merely  for  room  and  board. 

By  now,  Ingvar  and  I  were  well  known  and  many  farmers  were  hospitable 
us,  we  were  invited  to  stay  with  them  "gratis"  when  no  other  work 
^s  available  Hov^ver,  it  was  not  long  before  I  had  more  offers  to  work 

^  ^  nature  of  emergency  "stand-in"  ser¬ 

vice.  The  Spanish  Influenza  epidemic  had  spread  from  states  south  and 
east  leaving  a  wake  of  dead  as  its  contagion  continued  unchecked.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  Army  draftees  died  at  Camp  Grant  in  Rockford,  minols  it  was 
stated  they  died  like  flies.  Whole  families  in  the  Grakada  area  becTme 
afflicted  with  the  epidemic  and  deaths  were  announced  every  day.  How¬ 
ever,  Granada  was  fortunate  in  having  a  medical  practitioner  who* was 
meet^g  with  considerable  success.  During  the  months  of  February  and 
March  of  1919,  It  can  be  said  this  lone  doctor  did  not  have  a  full  night's 
sleep,  he  drove  the  traditional  horse  and  buggy  and  very  likely  slept  on 
the  return  trips  when  the  horse  knew  the  way  home.  Influenza  usually 
^capacitated  the  entire  family,  but  some  mUder  afflicted  member  could 
admmister  to  the  others,  none  were  permitted  to  go  outside  in  their 
weakened  condition.  The  strong  and  robust  were  the  most  likely  victims 
as  they  would  resist  calling  the  doctor  until  it  was  too  late.  In  a  village 
like  Granada  everyone  knows  each  other  by  their  first  name,  how  the 

^uiew  me  is  a  mystery,  but  he  came  after  me  to  go  with  him  on  three 
Tn  turned  out  that  my  service  was  nearly  as  Important  as  his . 

In  the  final  analysis,  it  is  surprising  that  I  did  not  contract  the  disease 
in  my  many  exposures  . 


On  the  last  of  these  "mercy  missions,"  I  was  hustled  off  to  a  farm 
b  or  7  mHes  SE  of  Granada  in  what  could  be  described  as  an  extreme 
emergency.  The  name  of  these  patients  was  Bowman,  there  were  eight 
in  the  family,  all  sick.  They  operated  a  farm  with  about  300  head  of 
livestock.  It  was  noon  when  I  arrived  and  many  had  not  been  watered  or 

stood  bawling  in  their  stanchions  and  had  not  been 
milked  since  the  night  before.  In  addition  to  small  calves  that  required 
special  feedings  of  mHk,  there  was  other  young  stock  in  the  feeding  sheds, 
a  dozen  horses  and  a  couple  hundred  hogs  to  attend  to.  As  If  that  were  not 
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owt  ipolqql/la  ft«w  o((w  ntm  •  no  llo  b»<|qil  «sw  isvpitf  .non&mitsb  lisrU 
blflq  b/is  foiri  b»n>«liioo  isvpflf  .qlil  ej(em  oi  entop  loa  esw  bna  aiso 
bn0  altico  arxitn  bbe  os  aqojt  ynem  sbAm  ntffd  orfX  .aoelq  alrf  ftial  ol  01$ 
tuo  allifw  liilt-bmla  e  t*  b^olAman  aW  .rtBO  Ytqma  tio  qoib  ot  bne  epori 
pool  BB  BBinlt  90tiiJ  slooj  pbli  s/fT  .pntrfottWB  YntBatBoan  aili  bib  snipna 
Yfaiip  Bdt  nl  aaHloia  ;iiow  ibuw  bluoo  eno  biifi  ^nlBii  lapnaaaoq  e  aa 
.bsOf  v^luM  iMcta  ^taam:!  ibHiovI  bnuol  »w  iUpl3  at  anaoH  .aeoodeo 
iBvpnl  ,«\0bllod  adi  lailA  .tu  aae  oi  bslp  la/tiombnai^  bna  bBbbneiO 
Ynsm  1UO  bna  nwoi  Mo  ad)  aaa  ot  baniMY  .nolpnlbul  oi  Inaw  1  bna 
fbapnaifo  ion  bad  nwoi  9(tr  .aonoada  Ueif  a  bna  taav  a  laila  abnotil  bid 
pniriion  ^aalbbud  bio  tuo  lo  wai  a  alaooi  \lno  bluoo  aw  bamaaa  li  iud 
'Intoqqattb  )o  iiiiqa  a  ni  daaw  a  isiia  ilal  aW  .laaqqa  amaa  siii  bad  aiarii 

.inam 

apntdi  ,0161  iVtauital  io  aibbtm  aili  nl  abanaiO  ia  doad  pntvlna  rO 
.biacxl  bna  mooi  lol  yidiaia  naitnai  qiari  61  yTtaaaapan  aaw  H  .Uixb  aiaiw 
aidailqeoif  a^avr  aiaonri  ynam  bna  nwood  liaw  oiaar  1  bna  lavynl  «won  y6 
diow  lariio  on  nadw  •sjiaip**  madi  riitw  y®Jb  of  baJlvnl  aiaw  aw  ^au  biawoi 
dy)w  oi  aiatio  aiom  bad  I  aiolad  pool  ion  aaw  li  ,isvawoH  .aidallava  aaw 
-"taa  "fil^bnaia"  yonaptama  to  sinian  adi  ni  aaw  alrft  «adal  blooo  I  nadl 
bna  dliioa  aaiaia  crioid  baatqa  bad  otmabiqa  aanouilnt  rialnaqS  arfT  .aoiv 
-nuH  .badoadam;  baonilaoo  notpaindo  all  aa  baab  lo  adaw  a  poivaai  laaa 
aaw  1!  t&ioniUX  ,bioMoo>l  ni  insO  qmaO  la  balb  aaaltaib  vnriA  to  abaib 
amaoiKi  aa-ia  abaoadD  aifir  at  aatlimal  aloxfW  .aailt  adil  balb  yaill  baiala 
>woH  .yah  yiava  baonuonaa  ataw  adlaab  bna  otmabiqa  adi  ditw  baiotltia 
eaw  odw  lanotitjoaiq  laotbara  a  pnlvad  nt  atanufiot  aaw  abanait!)  *aava 
bne  yiaindal  lo  adinoai  adi  pnliuG  .aBaooaa  afdaiabtanoo  dllw  pnilaam 
a'ldptn  ilifl  a  avail  ton  bib  aolocb  anoi  eliU  btaa  ad  nao  li  ,6161  U>  rioiaM 
no  iqaJa  yiadii  yiev  bna  yppiid  bna  aa'iod  lanotltbail  adi  avcnb  ed  ,qaaLa 
yilai/au  aanaunnl  .aoKm  yaw  adi  wand  aaiod  adi  nadw  aqiTi  mulai  adi 
bluoo  ladmaia  baiolitia labUm  amoa  lud  ,yiirael  aitlna  adi  baialioaqaoni 
it^i  at  abtaiuo  op  oi  baiitnnoq  aiaw  anon  ,  wadJo  aitf  oj  laialnimba 
amliolv  ytadii  laom  adi  tnaw  taudon  tins  pnotia  adT  .notiJbnoo  banadeaw 
apaliiv  a  nl  .aiai  oof  uew  u  Uinii  loJoob  edl  pntlJao  i«iBo*i  bluow  yadi  aa 
adi  wod  ^-imaii  laii)  it  adi  y-1  tpdlo  done  owond  anoyiava  abanaO  sdtl 
aaidl  no  mid  dllw  op  oi  &at  'taifc  amao  od  lud  ^ynaiaym  a  ti  am  wand  -wioob 
.aid  aa  Inarioqitit  ta  yliaan  aaw  aoiviaa  yni  ladf  luo  bMnul  it  ,«aBa«y  aid  lo 
acaaaJb  edl  ioannoo  ion  Mb  1  lull  pnieiiqiua  al  li  ,alaylana  ianll  adi  nl 

•  *  «aaii;coqxa  ynam  ym  nl 


miat  a  oi  ilo  hatieud  aaw  1  '*,anoi&&iai  yoaam**  6aeitJ  lo  laai  adi  lO 

’’amerlxa'^oa  aa  boditD»»b.  ad  bivoo  ladw  nt  abanaO  lo  38  aaiira  ^  to  d 
idpie  Slew  aiadl  .uafawoflf  »fiw  aiiisdle^  ocaril  lo  amafi  arfT  .yonapietaa 
lo  bead  001'  iwoia  tlftw  mia*  a  baiaraqO'yadT  .data  Ue  ,yllinal  erii  nt 
lo  haiaiaw  naad  Ion  t  ad  yaam  bna  bevlTja  I  nadw  aooa  taw  ll  .doolaavil 
naad  foe  bad  bna  anoiitoiiait  iladt  M  pnllwad  bocla  awoo  avll-ymawf  ,bal 
baiiupai  lad#  cavlao  Elanu  oi  notstbUB  nl  .aiclad  Idplif  sdi^aoMa  badlloi 
ebada  pnHiaat  adi  at  dooia  pmioy  ladfo  arw  aiedl  ,diitb  lo  apntbaaf  latoaqa 
ion  <r*aw  jadl  li  aA  ,oa  bnaHa  w  apod  baibmnl  alquoo  a  bna  eaaiod  nasob  a 
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enough^  I  split  wood  for  the  kitchen  stove,  carried  in  water  and  emptied 
their  "slop"  buckets.  The  cream  separator  was  in  the  kitchen  and  it  took 
a  half  hour  to  crank  in  the  processing  of  the  milk,  all  this  added  to  my 
exposure  to  the  disease.  While  working  for  the  Bowmans,  I  lived  with  a 
neighbor,  he  would  not  go  near  the  Bowman  place,  it  was  surprising  that 
he  would  even  let  me  stay  with  them.  1  worked  sixteen  hours  a  day  and  I 
never  did  get  all  the  work  done  properly,  the  milking  and  attending  to  the 
cows  would  have  been  eight  hours  work.  To  make  matters  still  more  dif¬ 
ficult,  hay  and  straw  in  the  bam  had  been  exhausted,  necessitating  haul¬ 
ing  from  stacks  in  the  field.  These  were  frozen  a  foot  deep  and  required 
double  the  effort  to  get  a  Jag.  After  ten  days,  Mr.  Bowman  senior  was 
permitted  to  go  out  to  the  bam  and  in  another  week  had  regained  sufficient 
strength  to  take  over.  Perhaps  I  should  be  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to 
be  of  service  to  those  in  distress  but  having  done  the  work  of  two  men 
under  extreme  conditions  rates  this  job  as  being  the  "worst"  I  have  ever 
held.  A  few  weeks  later  the  Spanish  Influenza  disappeared  as  mysteri¬ 
ously  as  it  had  come. 

Dad  had  been  keeping  company  with  a  widow  and  on  May  1,  1919, 
they  were  married.  This  date  is  significant  as  it  was  exactly  nineteen 
years  before  that  Dad  married  our  Mother,  I  had  now  gone  to  work  for  a 
farmer  by  the  name  of  Clarence  Bull  about  four  miles  east  of  Granada, 
While  farming  was  his  main  livelihood.  Bull  had  other  side  lines  for 
Income.  Sometimes  we  were  two  and  three  hired  hands  on  this  farm.  Bull 
did  very  little  farm  work  himself,  he  was  a  "bom  trader"  and  spent  most 
of  his  time  in  the  saddle  scouring  the  countryside  for  miles  around  in 
search  of  a  good  "deal."  Cattle  and  horses  were  his  specialty  but  he  was 
also  quick  to  snap  a  bargain  in  hogs  and  sheep. 

Having  mentioned  sheep,  brings  to  mind  an  incident.  It  was  during 
the  spring  plowing  when  I  saw  our  dog  slinking  across  the  field  and  head¬ 
ing  in  the  general  direction  of  the  house.  It  had  been  gone  for  several 
days,  but  no  one  thought  anything  about  it,  it  was  not  the  first  time  it  had 
stayed  away  for  several  days.  This  time  it  was  different.  Next  I  saw  two 
men  on  horseback  galloping  along  the  main  road  and  they  pulled  up  in  our 
yard ,  It  was  just  before  dinner.  When  I  came  in  to  eat  I  learned  that  many 
sheep  had  been  killed  on  nearby  farms ,  our  dog  had  been  caught  and  had 
been  confined  for  a  day  or  two  and  then  turned  loose.  The  men  followed 
the  dog  to  learn  its  owner  so  as  to  collect  damages .  After  dinner  I  was 
told  to  destroy  the  dog  which  I  did.  I  had  never  killed  a  dog  before,  nor 
have  I  since.  We  examined  the  teeth  of  the  dog  for  traces  of  wool  between 
them,  we  found  none.  It  was  claimed  that  there  should  have  been  wool 
between  the  teeth,  had  the  dog  been  Implicated.  The  case  was  settled 
out  of  court.  The  boss  paid  some  money  to  avoid  a  suit. 

Bull  would  often  times  saddle  up  a  horse  and  be  gone  for  a  week. 
While  he  was  absent,  wagon  loads  of  hogs  and  cattle  would  be  delivered 
to  our  farm  (animals  he  had  purchased).  It  was  my  job  to  weigh  these 
animals  and  issue  a  receipt,  several  times  I  was  trusted  to  fill  out  a 
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b9i}qm«  bo0  i^tsw  ol  bsinao  nsftoJU  srlt  lol  boow  Iliqs  1  tfleuona 

Hoot  H  bnft  ttiil  aI  ««w  loifiYfrqsa  niMiiD  mdt  *eia:(oud  *qol8*  it»iti 

ym  01  babbe  atiii  lla  ,iilm  a/ll  lo  oniadoooiq  oiil  /it  inero  ol  iiAifi  Usd  a 
6  (illw  bavll  1  ttnaoiwofi  stkt  lOl  ^txlMaw  alliWi^.oaflatib  o/ll  ol  eueoqxa 
larfi  pnltMq^a  saw  it  vboalq  aanmo8  a/U  laan  09  ion  biuow  art  ^loddctan 
1  bne  yab  s  aiuod  naalxta  ba/how  t  .ma/il  rtllw  yaia  am  laJ  nava  bii/ow  ad 
a/fl  01  vnlbnatla  bna  i^aidXlm  adJ  «yiiaqo*iq  anob  diow  adr  lie  lap  btb  lavan 
-Ub  ax}m  liUe  aiailam  adam  oT  .d^cw  eiuod  idpla  naad  avad  bli/ow  cwoo  - 
-luBft  p/UtaatBsaoaa  ,balauadxa  naad  bad  rnad  a/il  ni  wans  bita  yad 
bailupai  bna  qaab  loo)  a  naaorl  aiaw  aeadT  .blai)  adl  nl  adoaia  mori)  pnl 
eew  *K)lnae  nainwoS  «iM  ^ayab  oal  lallA  .pat  a  lap  01  HoUa  adl  aidi/ob 
IfialolDue  banlapai  bed  i(aaw  tadiona  eii  bna  mad  adl  ol  iuo  op  ol  balitmiaq 
01  Yilnunoqqo  slit!  10)  lu)ai«Tp  ad  hli/oda  I  aqadia<f  .lavo  adai  ol  dipnsTla 
nom  owl  )o  diow  adl  anob  pnlvad  lud  aaaiialb  nl  aeodl  01  aol'/ioa  lo  ad 
lava  avad  1  "isiow"  etll  pnled  te  dot  eldi  aaiai  snotllbiKio  amainca  i€d>nu 
'lielaym  <6  boiaaqqaeJtb  aanai/Qal  del naqS  adi  lalai  adaow  wa)  A  .biad 

.  .amoo  bad  il  sa  ylauo 

.  AMt.  ^ 

»6£8{  yaM  no  bna  woblw  a  dltw  yoaqmoo  pnlqaai  naad  bad  baG 
naaia/flfl  ylioaxa  saw  il  la  inaotiinpla  tl  aiab  tlrff  .balnamaiaw  yadi  ^ 
a  7o\  diow  o)  anop  won  bad  1  .ladioM  luo  balxtam  baO  tedl  aiolad  tiaay 
.  atanadD  lo  leaa  eallm  wo)  iuodt  lii/fl  aonaialO  lo  aman  aril  yd  laima) 
lol  aa/itl  abu  tsdlo  bad  UU/fl  ,faoodllavll  nlam  eld  eaw  pnlnn^  alldW. 

Ui/H  .ana)  eidl  no  abnad  baild  eeidl  bna  owl  aiaw  aw  eamllamoS  .amoom 
leom  insqt  bua  *i*beni  mod*  a  law  ad  ^ILntmiA  diow  anal  aUllX  yiav  bib 
ol  bm/oia  ealim  lol  abl«yilm/oo  mdi  pniiiiooa  albbae  adl.nl  amil  aid  )o 
B0W aiiiod  ytiaioaqe  cJd  araw  taaicd  bna  alilaO  “.iaab"  faoop  a  )o  doiaae 
Mv  '  .qaade  bna  epod  nl  ntapiad  a  qane  01  doinp  oele 

.  ■-  * . .  1] 

pniiiib  eaw  ll  .inabtanl  na  bnlm  ol  epoltd  ^ qaade  banoilnam  pnlvaH 
“baari  boa  bJall  aiit  aeoiOB  p/ddnlU  pob  ino  wee  I  nadw  pntwolq  pnltqa  adl 
laiavae  «>)  a/iop  naad  bad  il  .aeiiod  adl  lo  noUoeitb  laianap  adl  nl  pnl 
bad  It  omli  leili  adl  Ion  a«w  il  nfcda  pnidlyna  idpirodl  ano  on  Itfd  «eyab  > 

owl  wau  1  ixaM  .inmatUb  eaw  11  omii  eldT  .eysb  imavae  10I  yawa  bayide  > 
11/0  nl  qu  baliuq  yadl  bna  been  nlam  adl  piiola  pnlqoUap  /(oadartod  no  nam  '( 
ynam  ladi  bamaal  1  laa  01  nl  amoo  1  narfW  .lannlb  aiolad  levt  eaw  ll  .biay 
bad  bna  idpueo  noad  bad  pob  wo  ^aimal  ydiaan  no  balUd  naad  bad  qaade 
bawoXloi  nam  a/fT  .aaool  banwi  nadi  bna  owl  10  yab  a  lol  banilnoo  naad 
enw  t  lannlb  lallA  .  eapamab  tooiioo  01  ea  oe  lanwo  eil  mnai  of  pob  adl 
ion  « aiolad  pob  a  bAilU  lavan  bad  1  .Ub  I  doldw  pob  adl  yoileab  ol  blol 
naewiad  loow  lo  •aoru  fo\  pob  adl  lo  diaai  ^di  Jponi/nnsca  aW  .aonla  1  avad 
loow  naad  avad  bluods  aiadi  ladi  bamlelo  eaw  il  .anon  brtuo)  aw  ««ad} 
baliiaa  eaw  aaao  atfT  .banaoilqoil  naad  pob  adi  bad  , diaai  sdl  naawtad  w*  • 
,ttu%  a  tolcva  ol  yanom  ^moa  blaq  aaod  a/tT  .nuoo  lo  tuo 

.iaew  0  10I  anop  ad  bna  aaiod  a  qv  olbbaa  eamii  nailo  bliK>w  llx/€ 
baiavUab  ad  Idvow  aJliao  bna  apod  to  ebaot  nopaw  ^inaada  esw  ad  aJLidW  1 
aeadl'/lplaw  ol  dot  ym  t^aw  ii  .(baaadowq  bad  ad  elamlna)  ana)  wo  01 
a  Wo  Uil  ol  balaird  enw  I  eamtl  J^avaa  ,  tqiaoai  a  ai/eal  bna  ilsmlna 


previously  signed  check  In  payment.  Horse  buyers  for  the  government  also 
made  Bull's  farm  their  headquarters.  Bull  knew  where  horses  were  avail¬ 
able  and  he  received  a  commission  for  each  one  accepted  by  the  buyers. 
The  horses  purchased  were  brought  to  our  farm^  few  were  gentle  or  well 
broke.  Bull  was  a  natural  horseman,  I  doubt  if  a  horse  lived  that  he  could 
not  subdue  and  put  to  gainful  use.  He  was  always  on  the  alert  for  a  bar¬ 
gain  in  an  animal  that  others  could  not  manage,  some  were  referred  to  as 
outlaws,  as  the  owner  did  not  dare  to  go  near  them.  Some  we  blindfolded 
to  be  harnessed,  but  for  the  most,  they  were  not  too  difficult  to  "indoctri¬ 
nate."  We  had  a  mare  that  made  our  task  quite  easy,  simply  by  hitching 
a  bad  actor  and  the  mare  to  a  wagon  and  then  guide  them  into  a  large 
plowed  field.  The  mare  would  stand  for  no  foolishness  ,  after  a  couple 
healthy  bites  into  the  shoulders  and  neck  of  the  "outlaw,"  coupled  with 
exhaustion  from  a  fast  pace  in  the  loose  plowing,  and  the  animal  had 
learned  a  very  Important  lesson.  If  they  were  kickers,  we  rigged  up  ropes 
to  trip  them  and  they  would  go  headlong  into  the  soft  ground.  These  were 
the  type  of  horses  that  I  worked  all  the  while  I  worked  for  Bull.  They  were 
mostly  all  young  and  unpredictable.  Many  were  the  times  when  driving 
five  and  six  horse  teams  that  I  could  not  lay  the  reins  down  for  fear  one 
or  more  would  act  up  and  cause  all  to  panic  and  stampede.  To  add  to  my 
woes,  when  coming  in  at  noon,  a  couple  of  my  more  dependable  horses 
would  be  sold  and  I  would  have  more  green  horses  to  work  in  the  afternoon. 
I  had  many  close  shaves  of  being  unable  to  control  them.  I  had  no  trouble* 
while  in  the  seat  with  the  reins  in  my  hands ,  but  there  were  numerous 
times  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  off  to  make  temporary  repairs  or  adjust¬ 
ments  on  the  Implement  or  on  the  harnesses.  If  any  of  them  should  start 
to  get  fldglty  or  misbehave,  there  was  not  a  second  to  lose  to  get  control 
quickly  to  avert  disaster.  The  main  requisite  was  to  speak  to  them  softly 
but  firmly,  to  instill  calmness.  ' 

After  the  government  horse  buyer  had  selected  a  number  of  our 
horses  and  had  procured  enough  others  to  make  a  carload  of  twenty,  we 
placed  rope  halters  on  all  and  proceeded  to  take  them  to  Blue  Earth about 
eight  miles,  for  shipment.  To  make  delivery,  we  threw  a  saddle  on  one 
and  I  Jumped  on  leading  the  first  two,  the  others  had  their  halter  ropes 
braided  into  the  tails  of  the  one  in  front.  Thus,  I  took  off  with  a  long 
double  string  of  horses  on  the  long  ride  to  the  waiting  rail  car.  Bull  drove 
an  old  topless  Buick  to  take  me  back. 

Bull  was  a  tenant  farmer  and  was  soon  to  fall  victim  of  the  land 
boom.  Several  Iowa  men  bought  this  farm  and  others  in  the  vicinity.  Bull 
then  purchased  a  farm  about  forty  miles  northeast,  near  Waseca.  We  had 
an  auction  sale  to  dispose  of  some  livestock,  tools.  Implements  and 
other  chattels  that  were  badly  worn  or  too  cumbersome  to  move.  We 
loaded  up  a  train  of  six  wagons  and  towed  some  Implements.  Bull  picked 
up  another  man  to  help  me  on  moving  day;  we  set  out  long  before  dawn, 
we  each  drove  one  team  and  led  two  more.  We  stopped  at  a  creek,  at  the 
halfway  point,  to  feed  and  water  the  horses  and  stock.  A  full  harvest 
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ozl5  JasffundvoQ  »t(j  lol  Bisyud  ••toH  .iflanxYfiq  nl  ;(o9do  YlauoivvTq 

>Iiav0  •‘I9W  B»8iori  sVfldw  wen;{  lLu3  ,  eTftsupbzzd  itmlb  anzi  z’liud  9bua 
.  si«Y^  ^  bdjqsoos  sno  Hoda  lol  noiBeii^jBOO  4  l^lfo«ri  dii  bac  aids 
(I8W  w  adnae  bivw  wa)  luo  oi  itlQuond  aiaw  baaedoiuq  eanorf  sill 

bluoo  arf  ted}  bovtl  aaiod  e  11  Iduob  I  ^nennaaiorl  IsiulM  e  «6w  IliiS  .«ioid 
'led  e  *iol  adl  no  z^Bwle  eaw  sH  .aeu  Inlntep  ol  ti/q  bna  subdue  ton 
8fl  Oi  bonalai  aiaw  smoB  .apanam  ton  bluoo  eaeiito  iadt  lamina  na  at  nlsQ 
bablolbnlld  aw  amoS  .oiadi  laan  oy  of  aiab  ion  bib  lanwo  adi  aa 
-liioobnl"  oi  iluDtlllb  ooi  ion  aiew  yadi  ,i8om  adi  loi  tud  ^baetamad  ad  oi 
pnidoild  ^  Ylqmia  »Yeaa  ailup  daai  lUO  abam  ladi  aiarn  a  bad  aW  *.aiaii 
apial  a  oinl  madi  abiup  nadi  bna  nopaw  a  oi  aiam  adi  bna  loioa  bad  a 
aiquoo  a  lat^a  <.8eanda(lool  on  loi  bnais  bluow  aiam  axfT  .blall  bawolq  . 
dilw  balquoo  "tWeliuo"  adt  lo  doan  bna  siabluoda  adi  oinl  esild  ydilaad  c 
bed  lamina  adi  bna  tpniwolq  aeool  odi  nl  aoaq  iaal  a  motl  nolisuadxa 
aaqoi  qu  b^gph  sw  «aiadoJtai  aiaw  yadl  11  .nosaol  inaiioqml  Yiav  a  bamaal 
aiew  aaadX  .bnuoip  tloa  aiii  oinl  pnolbead^op  bluow  varb  bnja  ma/li  qlii  oi 
aiaw  yarfr  .llii8  io)  badiow  I  tlidw  adi  11a  badiow  I  iani  eaeiod  lo  aqyt  adi 
Qotvi^b  nadw  tamli  adi  aiaw  ynaM  .aldaioibeiqnu  bna  yiiuoy  lla  yliiooi 
^axio  laal  tol  nwob  *ni ai  adi  yal  ton  bluoo  I  farii  cmaai  saiod  }d8  bna  avil 
ym  oJ  bbft  OT  .  t^baqaeis  bna  olnsq  oi  lie  aeuao  bna  qu  toe  bluow  aioro  lO 
Baa’vod  aldebnaqab  aiom  ym  lo  alquoo  a  ^noon.ia  nl  pmmoo  xiadw  «8aow 
.nooxnaile  adi  ni  :liow  oi  aaeiod  naaip  aiom  avad  bluow  I  bna  blot  ad  bluow 
aiduoti  on  bad  I  ^madi  loiinoo  oi  aidanu  pnlad  lo  eo/ada  aaolo  yoam  bad  I 
auoiaaun  aiaw  siadi  lud  ^ebnad  ym  nl  anlai  adi  dilw  faas  adi  nl  alidw 
-iculba  ID  edaqai  {laioqma}  a;<Bn)  oi  Uo  tap  oi  yieeedoan  cew  il  iadi  aamii 
naia  bluods  morO  lo  yna  11  ^eaBaainad  adi  no  lo  tnamalqml  adi  no  einam 
iounoo  iap  oi  anol  oi  b/iooaa  a  ion  Raw  aiadi  ^avadadalm  lo  yilpbll  lap  oi 
^yliloB  maib  oi  Haaqa  oi  taw  ailsiupai  nlam  aifT  .laitaalb  iiava  oi  yldolup 

.aeanmlao  Itiienl  oi  tylanll  lud 

vjo  lo  ladmun  a  baiaalat  bud  layud  aa^d  inammavop  adi  lallA 
aw  ^yinawi  lo  baoliao  a  aiam  oi  aiadlo  dpuona  baxupoiq  bad  bna  laaiod 
iuoda  «diieJ[  auld  of  uadi  a)(ai  oi  babsaooiq  bna  11a  no  tiailad  aqoi  baoalq 
ano  no  albbac  a  weidi  aw  ^yiavliab  adam  oT  .inaoiqldK  lol  »BdIlm  idpio 
eaqoi  tailed  iladi  bad  atadio  adi  ^owi  iaiil  adi  pnlbaal  no  baqmutl  bna 
pool  a  dilw  )lo  iooit  .audr  ,iiiml  oi  ano  adt  lo  tUai  adi  oinl  babiaid 
v9voib  lUiO  .180  Hat  prUilaw  adi  oi  abli  ynol  adi  no  Eaciod  lo  pnliia  alduob 

\  ^  .doad  am  adai  ol  dolofl  eftalqoi  bio  na 

■  I  *  ^ 

bnal  adi  lo  mHoltt  llal  oi  aoob  «aw  bna  lannal  inanai  a  eaw  liuS 
llu8  .yilnioiv  adi  nl  nadio  bOM  anal  eXdi  tdpuod  nam  awol  laiavaS  .oiood 
bad  dV/  .aoaeaW  lean  J»iM>diton  eaUm  yitol  iuoda  rnial  a  basedotuq  nadi 
bna  eixuiaialqmi  .««lc>oi  ^dooieavll  amoB  lo^aaoqalb  oi  alas  noiioua  no 
'  aW  .avom  Cl  amofiadMtfO  ool  to  mow  ylbad  araw  iaxli  Blaiiddo  ladJo 
badotq  Utdl  ,  Kinsmaiqml  amoe  bawoi  bna  snopaw  xiB  lo  nlaii  a  qu  babaol 
aioiad  pool  juo  ioB  aw  lyab  pni  vom  no  am  qlad  oi  nam  ladiona  qu 
odif  ia  .iaoio  a  Ja  baqqom  aW  owl  bal  bna  maat  ano  avonb  doaa  aw 

itavtaxl  llul  A  .ioo4a  bna  Beaiarf  adi  itlaw  bne  oaal  oi  Ainloq  yawUad 
r»- 


moon  shone  In  the  chilly  sky  as  we  finally  reached  our  destination  long 
after  dark,  A  neighbor  fed  us  that  evening  and  gave  us  a  bed.  It  had 
been  a  very  rough  day. 


Bull  cared  little  about  farming,  he  was  more  like  a  professional 
gambler,  when  buying  cattle  or  hogs  on  the  hoof,  he  could  guess  within 
a  few  pounds  of  actual  weight  on  the  scales.  On  the  new  farm  we  had 
no  wagon  scale,  so  animals  were  purchased  by  estimated  weight.  I 
suspect  Bull  pulled  many  sharp  deals,  he  was  a  convincing  talker  and 
a  good  salesman,  consequently  he  was  not  compelled  to  work  with  his 
hands.  We  practiced  many  tricks  of  the  trade  to  camouflage  defects  on 
horses  to  accentuate  their  soundness  and  prime  of  life.  Bull  had  been  a 
bronco  buster  in  his  youth  and  even  now  in  his  late  thirties,  he  cared 
little  whether  or  not  a  horse  had  been  rode  before .  He  would  saddle  it 
and  be  on  his  way,  his  very  manner  as  master  seemed  to  communicate 
Itself  to  the  animal.  Bull  had  played  some  semlpro  baseball  in  his  young¬ 
er  days  and  was  still  in  demand  to  play  on  Sundays  and  holidays  on  vari¬ 
ous  teams  in  neighboring  towns  where  rivalry  was  rampant.  I  went  along 
many  times  if  it  were  possible  to  get  back  in  time  to  milk  and  do  the 
other  chores.  Bull  played  the  catching  position  and  received  $10  00  per 
game.  On  other  Sundays,  I  would  take  the  22  repeating  rifle  and  do  a 
little  target  shooting  to  pass  the  day.  Bull  would  also  demonstrate  his 
marksmanship.  Throwing  a  tin  can  Into  the  air  and  hitting  it  several 
times  was  routine,  tossing  up  a  silver  dollar  and  hitting  it  every  time  was 
either.  Bull's  family  consisted  of  his  wife,  Agatha,  and  four 
chll^dren;  Howard,  the  only  son,  was  the  oldest,  about  13;  he  helped 
with  the  chores .  The  three  girls  ranged  from  8  to  12 . 


'  1919,  Ingvar  and  I  received  telegrams  from  Dad 
stating  Granddad,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  had  died  in  Elgin.  We  went 
there  for  the  funeral,  remaining  only  a  few  days  before  returning  to  our 
respective  Jobs .  On  the  Bull  farm  we  fed  numerous  cattle  before  shlp- 
^nt,  they  found  shelter  in  winter  around  a  straw  stack  in  the  bam  yard 
They  had  plenty  to  eat  but  individually  we  did  not  watch  them  very  close 
wnsequently  several  heifers  had  their  first  calves  without  attention.  * 
Because  of  severe  cold  or  other  cause,  many  calves  were  dead  before 
be^g  noticed.  I  was  given  these  dead  calves  and  I  stored  them  in  ice 
and  snow  beside  the  com  crib  until  spring.  One  Sunday  I  skinned  about 
hides,  and  tied  them  in  a  bundle.  These  young  hides  are 
^Hed  Ups  and  were  relatively  high  priced,  they  brought  me  four  dol- 
lars  each.  Bull  paid  me  sixty  dollars  per  month,  the  forty  doHars  received 

Iv^  "business"  venture.  I  had  one  other  previous- 

ly.  A  neighboring  farmer  was  going  to  leave  for  North  Dakota  and  wanted 

friendly  with  BuH  so  would 
^  $80.00  for  both  stacks,  Intending  to  get  them 

threshed  somehow  and  sell  the  grain.  This  was  complicated  and  after 

some  fast  talking  by  Bull,  I  sold  the  stacks  to  him  for  $100,  realizing  a 
profit  of  $20  on  my  first  big  deal.  '  realizing  a 
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Httol  iioll&.Uledt  li/o  bodoMt  icilenil  ew  aA  od}  ni  anoda  nooai^^* 

bad  Jt  •bad  a  au  ava^  bna  urtinevo  tad}  ca  bd)  lodd^lan  A  -  .d^ab  iai)0^ 

.  ^  J  4,  I  -Y*b  Y»v  a  naad  ,  , 

■  ■  .  ’  .  .  j 

lanoiaaeloiq  a  ailX  aioai  aaw  an  ^Qntmiai  ^uoda  alt}! I  bama:)  IIuS  ,  v 
nldJiw  aaai;^  bluoo  ad  \toort  adi  no  apnd  70  aiJlao  ynlyud  aadw  ^laldiaa^ 
ba<(  aw  mial  wan  adt  aJ  .  aalacra  odi  no  )dclsw  iautoa  )o  ebnuoq  wat  a 
I  ,>r(yldw  beiamiiaa  batfiibioq  aiaw  elaiolaa  oa  ,aIaoe  iioysw  on 
bna  lodlai  y/iia/tlvnoo  a  a«v  ad  ^aiaab  qmda  ynara  balluq  UiJd  t9aq«jja 
aid  di!w  diow  ot  ball^qinoo  Ion  aew  ad  yllnai/paanoo  toamaalaa  boop  a 
no  etoalab  ayaXiiiomaa  o)  abeii  adi  lo  eioiii  ynam  baoMorsq  aW  •aboad 
a  nddd  bad  Uud  .alll  lo  amJtK{  bna  aaanb/uioa  tied}  atauinaooa  ot  aaciod 
baiao  ad  ^saUild}  ojraX  aid  ni  won  nava  bna  riiuoy  aid  nt  laiaiid  oonoid 
n  aibbaa  bliiow  aH  .aiolad  eboi  naad  bad  aaiori  a  ion  to  ladladw  eiiill 
alaolnummoo  ot  bamaae  laiaaiO  ea  tannatn  yiav  aid  «vaw  aid  no  ad  bna 
-ynuoyBldoi  iladaead  oiqioiaa  anice  bayaiq  iluS  .iaialna  adi  ol  Uaatt 
-Itav  no  eyabllod  bna  ayabouQ  no  XAi<i  01  bnamab  nl  Ulla  aew  bna  oyeb  ia 
pnola  inaw  I  .inaqmat  eaw  yiXavli  aiadw  anwol  onitoddylan  nl  smaal  aiio 
a:ij  ob  bna  dUra  oi  amil  nl  doad  lay  oJ  aldUaoq  aiaw  tl  It  ’aamii  yrum 
laq  00.01$  bavlaoat  bna  aatltaoq  ynldoiao  adl  bayeiq  Uua  .aaiodo  ladio 
a  ob  bna  ailii  ynuaaqat  SS  adi  adat  bluow  I  ^Byabiiud  ladio  nO  .saap 
aid  ajaDanomat  o»ia  bluow  UxM  ,yab  pAl  aeaq  0}  ynltooda  laytai  altill 
iaiavaa  il  yiuliid  bna  tia  adl  OJtil  aao  nil  a  ynlwonifl  .qldenama:(iani 
aaw  anUtyiuve  H  pnllild  bna  talXobtavllB  a  qu  ynlaaol  ^anUuoni  aijw  aamii  ^ 
luol  bna  .lorbepA  «aUw  eld  lo  badeienoo  yilmal  e'UuS  .tadila  leal  on 
baqlad  ad  \tl  'uoda  ^leabto  adl  aaw  ,noe  ylno  adl  ^biewoH  ;aaibllft3 

.Zl  01  9  motl  bnynat  tidy  andl  adX  .aarodo  adl  dilw 

baC  moil  amaiyala]  bavJaoai  I  bna  lavynl  ,6161  ,S1  ladmavoH  lO 
}naw  aW  .ntyl3  nl  bolt  bad  ^noaheO  blodnial!  latauO  .babbna'^  ynliaia 
luo  ol  ynl/nuiai  aiulad  ayab  wal  a  ylno  ynlnlamat  ,laianbl  adi  10I  anadl 
-qlda  aiolad  elijao  uucrimmua  bal  aw  anal  Ibd  adl  oO  .adot  avtioaqtai 
.biay  mad  adl  nl  doaJa  wane  a  bnuma  xaixiiw  nl  lailada  bouoi  yadt  ,lnani 
,8aolo  yisy  madi  doiaw  Ion  bib  aw  yUvu^dvIbnl  lud  laa  oi  yfnalq  bad  yaifl 
.noiiaaHa  )uo(l}lw  aavLao  Jaitl  iladi  bad  aialiad  Iaiavaa  yltnaupaanoo 
aiolad  baab  aiow  aaviao  y.iam  ,aauao  ladio  to  bioo  atavaa  lo  aauaoaB 
aol  nl  madi  batoia  I  bna  eaviao  baab  aaadi  navly  aaw  1  .baoDon  ynlad 
luoda  banntda  1  yabnuS  anO  •ynttqa  Ulnu  ditoinoo  aili  abtaad  wona  bna 
eia  tabid  ynuoy  aaatfT  .albnud  a  nl  niadl  ball  boa  ,aabld  adl  baJiaa  ,nal 
-lob  luol  am  idyuoid  yadi  ,baoliq  dyld  ylavliaiai  aiarw  bna  "aqld"  bailao 
baviaoai  aialXob  ylibl  adl  .dinom  laq  axailob  yixla  am  blaq  Ui/U  .doaa  atal 
—  anolvaiq  tadlo  ano  bad  I  .sudnav  “aaanlaud*  bnooaa  ym  aaw  aqlil  adl  lol 
bainaw  bna  aioiaU  ditoM  xol  avaal  9I  ynloy  aaw  lannal  ynlioddylan  A  ,yl 
bJLuotw  oa  Ui/B  diiw  ylbnal^  Joa  aaw  aH  .aJao  lo  adoait  owl  lo  aaoqtib  ol 
madi  lay  ol  ynlbnaini  .eioala  dlod  vd  00.06$  mill  blaq  1  .xnid  oj  liaa  Jon 
isila  bna  baieoUqmoa  aaw  aiifT  .oiaiy  adl  ilaa  bna  wodamoa  badamdl 
a  oniallaai  ,001$  10I  mid  ol  aioata  ad)  bloa  I  ,Uua  yd  ynlilal  taal  amoa 

.  laab  yid  laill  ya  no  OSl^lo  Uloiq 

/iJi, 


Bull  continued  to  buy  cattle  and  hogs  without  cessation  and  we 
could  not  grow  half  of  the  required  food,  consequently  we  made  long 
hauls  of  hay  and  com  purchased  from  other  farmers.  It  was  a  continuous 
process  of  buying,  feeding,  finishing  and  marketing.  The  cattle  were 
driven  on  the  hoof  and  herded  on  horse  back  to  the  shipping  yards  five 
miles  distant.  The  hogs  had  to  be  hauled.  Bull  enlisted  the  aid  of  neigh¬ 
bors  to  complete  the  haul  In  one  day.  Bull  was  among  the  first  to  own  a 
tractor,  they  had  not  yet  been  perfected  and  were  a  constant  source  of 
trouble.  I  used  this  tractor  only  two  days  at  plowing  when  It  broke  down, 
their  main  use  at  this  time  was  to  supply  belt  power  for  com  shelling  and 
shredding. 

In  the  middle  of  the  summer  of  1920,  Bull  hired  another  young  man 
to  help  me  with  the  farm  work  and  extra  activities .  Bull  now  decided  to 
drain  many  of  the  pot  holes  In  the  fields  where  water  remained  late  in  the 
spring  from  heavy  rains.  He  gave  a  contract  to  a  tiling  contractor  In 
Janesville.  We  hauled  the  tile  from  town  and  strung  them  out  for  the  men. 
There  were  no  ditching  or  trenching  machines  in  use  yet  in  these  parts,  so 
this  trenching  was  done  by  manual  labor.  Four  men  were  doing  the  Job 
and  they  were  given  room  and  board.  They  were  paid  on  a  piece  work 
basis,  the  harder  they  worked,  the  more  they  earned.  We  had  supper 
about  6p.m.  and  these  men  would  go  out  again  and  work  till  dark.  When 
I  had  finished  my  chores,  I  would  go  out  to  chat  with  them,  take  a  spade 
and  dig  for  a  half  hour  to  be  sociable. 

This  was  a  decisive  point  In  my  life.  Perhaps  I  should  never  have 
picked  up  that  spade,  but  then  who  knows  what  our  destinies  are  to  be. 

In  the  half  hour  that  I  helped  these  men,  I  found  that  I  had  earned  almost 
a  dollar  (for  them)  and  my  eyes  opened  as  to  the  potential  for  a  full  day. 
Bull  awakened  me  at  four  a.  m.  and  we  were  rarely  through  with  the  feed¬ 
ing  and  bedding  of  the  last  animal  until  8  p.  m. ,  then  It  was  time  to  hit 
the  hay.  At  the  time  I  started  working  for  Bull  a  year  and  a  half  before, 
he  had  a  notorious  reputation  for  his  treatment  of  hired  hands,  I  suspect 
none  had  stayed  as  long  as  I,  and  my  termination  was  not  far  off.  How¬ 
ever,  to  quit  was  not  going  to  be  easy,  I  had  fell  for  the  gag  that  he 
would  pay  me  6%  for  the  use  of  the  wages  I  had  earned,  I  had  drawn  but 
little,  I  had  some  $400  coming,  not  including  interest,  and  I  had  been 
concerned  for  some  time  of  his  full  settlement  if  I  would  quit.  I  was  now 
18  and  beginning  to  use  better  judgment,  I  was  strong  physically  and 
suddenly  found  a  lot  of  confidence  as  I  realized  I  could  do  as  well  as 
those  tile  men.  As  a  "show-off"  I  had  demonstrated  my  strength  when 
loading  cattle  cars ,  often  times  the  car  had  to  be  moved  a  short  distance 
on  the  track,  to  a  point  opposite  the  loading  chute.  In  competition  with 
others,  I  could  start  them  and  keep  them  rolling  by  pushing.  As  related, 

I  had  been  reluctant  to  quit  because  I  was  worried  about  collecting  the 
accumulated  back  pay,  but  the  opportunity  came  sooner  than  expected 
and  in  an  advantageous  manner.  We  had  all  been  to  a  ball  game  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  arrived  back  home  late  with  all  the  evening  chores 
waiting  to  be  done.  The  oldest  boy,  Howard,  and  I  began  by  milking  the 
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9w  bnfl  ooUaaaoo  tuoilitw  bne  aliiao  yvd  oJ  bMintSnoo  litfS 
onol  abaot  «w  ,boo)  bniiipanr  adt  So  Uari  wai(  foa  biiioo  4 

guounUaoo  a  aaw  II  ,  rvifins^  Tsdto  maii  baaeitniiq  saco  bas  ^ad  lo  alusd  ‘ 

•law  aliiao  9ifT  .pnttMKam  bae  biiidaljitS  tP(db«dS  ^pniYind  lo  unmaovi 

avis  KtnaY  volqqida  9tb  oi  jtoed  oaiod  no  bsbi«d  bna  looa  adl  no  n0vi.1L 
~dplaa  So  bla  mtb  Latetlna  liod  ^bpln&d  ad  ol  bad  apod  offT*'  .inasalb  BalLa  ] 
a  nwD  oi  JdilS  nfU  pnoma  aaw  UiiH  ,^06  ano  ni  load  odi  aialqtiKO  ot  iiod  ^ 
So  aoiuoe  tnaiaaoo  a  anaw  bttf  hatD^Vtaq  naad  tay  ion  bad  yad}  «iQjOflrd  i 
.nwob  aoloid  li  ooifw  pniwoiq  ta  a^afo  orwt  \*Iao  loloaTi  aids  baan  I'^.oblucit 
bne  patilada  moo  toS  iswoq  slad  \lqqua  oJ  aew  aiutJ  aid!  Sa  aeu  rdain  liadl  ! 

•  J  '  *  ,pnlbboi^  i 

»  It- 

naa  pnnox  lodJona  boild  UvS  «0Sei  So  lamiaua  ads  So  albbim  odl  ni 
oi  babioab  won  llu8  .eailivito'a  ailxa  bna  dx»w  nribS  ads  dslw  om  qiad  ol 
odl  ni  aiai  b'iAtSiaai  lojaw  otadw  tbiolS  odi  nl  aalod  loq  adS  So  ataib 
ni  vjto&ttaco  pntUt  t  os  tominoo  6  avap  aK  «tnl8i  Y^aad  moiS  pnliqe 
.naoi  ads  loS  iuo  mads  pmnSt  bna  nwos  moiS  alii  ads  boiiiad  aW  .aliivaanaT 
OB  »BSiaq  aeads  nt  say  aau  a!  aanidoain  pnliionaiS^  bnSdostb  on  ataw  aiaffl 
dol  ads  pAiob  aiow  nom  'uk>'I  .lodal  LauttAm  snob  aaw  pnidonaiS  eidi 
d-DW  aoatq  a  no  blaq  aiaw  yadT  .biaod  bna  moot  navlp  siaw  yads  bna 
laqque  bad  aW  .bamaa  yads  aioa  ads  ^badiow  yods  labiad  ads  .tisad 
oadW  «diab  iiis  diow  bna  olapa  siio  op  bluow  nam  aBadf  bna  .m  .q  d  suoda 
abaqe  a  adas  ^mads  dtlw  sado  os  suo  op  bluow  1  ^Banodo  ym  badUnlS  bad  I 


dldalooB  ad  os  mod  Slad  a  loS  plb  bna 


avad  lavao  bluoda  I  kqadis*!  «aSil  ym  ni  snJoq  avlaioab  a  bow  aldT 
.ad  oS  aia  esinliBob  lao  ladw  Bwond  odw  nads  Sud  ^abeqB  SadS  qu  badoiq 
JBorciJa  bamaa  bad  I  sads  bouo)  I  tnam  aaaxls  baqJad  I  sads  luod  Uad  ads  nl 
.yab  Uul  a  loS  laisnasoq  adi  os  ta  banaqo  aaya  ym  bna  (mads  loS)  laUob  a 
''baaS  aril  diiw  dpticn/ls  ylaiafi  aiaw  aw  bna '‘.in  .a  tuoS  sa  am  faanadawa  UuS 
Sid  os  amis  aaw  si  twit  ,  .m  .q  8  UJau-  lamina  seal  ads  So  pntbbad  bna  pnl 
«0ioSad  Siad  a  bna  saay  a  IXud  wS  pnidiow  baSiata  1  amis  ads  SA  .yad  adS 
soaqauB  1  ,ebn5d  band  So  smmssaais  aid  loS  noisasuqai  auotiosoo  a  bad  ad 
*'WoH  .SSo  lal  son  saw  noisanlinias  ym  Lna  ,I  ea  pool  aa  bayaia  bad  anon 
od  lads  pap  ads  lol  ila)  bad  1  ^ysna  ad  oJ  pnlop  Son  aaw  slup  oS  «T9va 
lud  nwsib  bad  1  ,  bamaa  bad  1  aapaw  ads  So  asu  ads  loS  Xb  am  yaq  bluow 
noad  bad  I  bna  ;jaoiainl  pnlbulonl  son  ^pnlmoo  001*8  aoioa  ban  1  .aiSSii 
won  BBw  I  .ilup  bluow  I  is  snamaJLSsaB  IluS  Bid  So  amis  amoi  lol  tamaonoo 
bna  yliaolaydq  pnoiSB  eaw  1  .inampbut  latsad  anu  os  pninnipad  boa  81 
aa  Uarw  aa  ub  bluoo  1  ba&iloai  1  ea  aonabll/ioo  So  ioi  a  bnuol  ylnabbua 
nadw  dSpna^S8  ym  basasiancmab  bad  1  "SSo-woda"  a  «A  .nam  alls  aeods 
aonaitib  riosie  a  bavoiu  od  oJ  bad  mo  ods  eamll  nasSo  \  aiao  alsseo  pnlbeol 
lUlw  noiSDaqinoo  nl  .aSwdo  pniaeiul  arts  aSlaoqqo  Snioq  a  nt  ,doaiS  adS  no 
^baSalai  aA  .pnldauq  yd  falikri  mads  qoad  bna  madl  ftase  bluoo  I  ^atodso 
ads  pniSoolioo  iuoda  balTSOw  aaw  1  aauaoad  ilup  os  fitaioulai  naad  bad  ] 
baioaqxa  nodi  i^noot  oioao  ytl/iuiToqqo  ads  sud  ^yaq  sioad  basatumuooa 
a  no  amap  Had  aol  noad  !la  bed  aW  .lannam  auoapasnsvba  na  nl  bna 
taiodo  onl nova  eris  lia  dstw  osal  araod  doad  bavtiia  bna  «nocnieSSa  yabnuS 
Y  afls  pnlilim  yd  napad  I  bna  ^biawoll  Saablo  adT  .anob  ad  ot  pnljtaw 
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ten  cows,  Howard  usually  milked  only  Sorfour,  this  time  I  told  him  to  milk 
two  more,  so  that  I  could  proceed  with  other  work.  Howard  said  nothing, 
although  I  believe  he  cried,  which  was  unusual.  When  the  work  was  done, 
Bull  noticed  the  lad  had  been  in  tears.  There  had  been  no  argument,  at  the 
most  the  Incident  was  so  minor  as  to  rate  no  recognition.  Bull  became 
belligerent,  shook  his  fist  at  me  and  bellered  out,  "If  you  don't  quit  fight¬ 
ing  with  Howard,  your  money  Is  waiting  for  you.  "  Fate  had  played  right 
Into  my  hand,  he  had  threatened  me  by  waving  his  fist  menacingly  and 
secondly  had  presented  the  opportunity  to  quit.  My  reply  was  a  hasty 
"I  will  take  It.  "  But  he  did  not  pay  me. 


V,  ^  u  Pf^vlously  purchased  an  old  motorcycle  from  Ingvar  and  within 
the  hour  I  had  packed  and  was  on  my  way  to  Janesville  where  the  afore - 
contractor  lived.  I  went  to  work  for  him  the  next  morning 
ut  not  on  the  Bull  farm.  Later,  I  consulted  a  lawyer  about  the  $400  plus 
Interest  that  was  due  me,  after  a  month  I  received  $350,  the  lawyer  took 
the  balance,  I  am  not  sure  he  collected  It  all.  I  was  glad  to  be  away  from 
such  an  employer,  I  had  been  only  a  step  better  than  a  slave.  That  was 
ttuly  a  school  of  hard  knocks"  and  the  lessons  learned  have  paid  off 
throughout  my  life.  Bull  owes  me  nothing. 


name  of  the  tiling  contractor  by  whom  I  was  employed. 
We  had  several  large  farm  Jobs  where  we  received  room  and  board,  some¬ 
times  our  bed  was  In  the  hay-mow.  I  earned  as  much  as  $10.00  some  days 
in  soft  digging,  and  seldom  less  than  $4.00.  We  also  put  In  a  main  sewer 
extension  In  JanesvHle  which  was  twenty  feet  deep  In  places.  The  cold 
weather  shut  down  all  digging  about  the  middle  of  December.  I  went  to 
Granada  to  visit  Ingvar  and  we  both  left  together  for  Elgin  to  spend  Chrlst- 
mas,  192  0.  After  a  couple  weeks,  we  returned  to  Granada.  I  earned  very 
little  for  the  next  two  months,  I  worked  mostly  for  room  and  board. 


It  appeared  to  Dad  at  this  time,  in  early  1921,  that  It  was  likely 
Ingvar  and  I  would  continue  to  work  on  farms.  Dad  was  wondering  about 
me  prospects  of  buying  some  land  reasonable  to  get  us  started  on  our  own 
Land  In  Canada  was  highly  advertised.  Railroads  there  had  been  granted 
alternate  sections  of  land  for  10  miles  on  each  side  of  new  laid  tracks, 
now  they  wanted  settlers  to  populate  these  virgin  territories.  It  was  one 
of  these  ads  that  Dad  asked  me  to  answer,  he  said  he  would  pay  the 
transportation  if  I  wanted  to  investigate. 


I  \wote  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  office  at  Wlnnepeg  and  was 
informed  that  I  should  be  there  on  April  5th.  At  Granada ,  spring  was  nearly 
pne,  I  had  helped  several  farmers  get  their  seeding  done.  When  I  arrived 
In  Wlnnepeg,  It  was  still  winter,  snow  and  water  covered  the  southern 
plains  of  Manitoba .  I  was  told  at  the  local  office  to  proceed  to  the  re¬ 
gional  office  in  Saskatoon  some  1500  miles  north.  As  a  guest  of  the  RR 
I  traveled  at  a  reduced  rate  of  one  cent  per  mile.  The  ride  to  Saskatoon^ 
was  slow,  along  the  route  the  snow  became  deeper  and  less  land  was  In 
cultivation  with  each  passing  mile.  In  the  comers  of  many  fields,  I  did 
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Urn  02  mid  bloil  smlJ  stffl » tt/olt to C  yino  be^dim  yllBi/sii  inswoH  evoo  nat 
,pnidlon  WSE  tnaviroH  .show  ladJo  rttiw  baoooiq  lih/oo  1  iaril  oi  ^aTon  ow2 
nob  asw  jltow  ad)  nanW  .leuainni  aaw  doirfw  ^ baits  ad  availed  I  dj^uodile  ^ 

12  20  ^inami/gta  OA  n^acf^ bed  asatfr  .etaai  ol  naad  bad  bei  adj  }>aot}Ofi  lli>a  .  i  ' 
emeomi  liufl  .  not d npcoet  bit  eijst  ol  ee  tonlm  oa  acw  inablonl  edi  ieom 
t/fyl)  2lup  J*nob  uo\  U"  ,njo  batalleci  bnc  era  28  JEll  aid  jtooda  ,2n8Ta9ilIad 
2d®li  baydlq  bad  «2ai  “,t/oy  tc^  pnliiaw  at  ya/iora  tuoy  ,btBwoH  dliw  Qnl  •‘-•J 
bne  yliinioanaai  tall  aid  enlvaw  yd  am  banaiBatiii  bad  ad  ,bn8d  ym  o2nt  " 
yiaad  a  eaw  ylqat  \1A  dt  ^rwnoqqo  adJ  b^^inaaaiq  bed  ylbnooaa  J  * 

3  ^  .am  yaq  ion  bib  ad  Ju8  •.21  a;(62  iiiw  I**.  4  ,  t  j 

idliw  bns  tev^nl  rooil  aloystoJow  bi'j  na  oeeadotuq  ylauotvaiq  bad  I 

-srjoie  erU  aT*idw  alUvaaiiat  of  yaw  ym  no  new  bna  baioeq  bod  I  mod  ari2 

oimom  ixan  ari2  itiid  toi  21'iow  o2  Inaw  t  .bevll  toJoeidnoo  9iiilt2  baiiol2aeiB  > 

Bulq  00^$  ad2  2uode  toywai  a  baililEnoo  T  ,ia2al  ,mt«5  llufl  aiit  no  2oo  liei  »  *  » 

:<oo2  teywal  adJ  *,03C?  bevtf>oat  I  dinom  a  n:>2le  ^am  et/b  canv  Jadi  iaanramt 

uni  yfcwe  ad  o2  belg  aew  I  .lie  24'b®2oalloo’'ed  ati/a  ton  tna  I  ^aoitelad  adi 

eaw  ledX  .9 vela  t  nadt  toitad  qeJt  a  yino  need  bed  I  «Toyolqma  na  doua#*^=^ 

Ho  bleq  ovod  bantaai  anoaaal  atli  bne  “a^loond  boad  \o  iooiioa*  a  ylim  i 

.Dfiftdjon  am  cawo  Ili/3  .atll  yra  luoiUiuaitiS  ■  -i  .  ^  . 

<  <  >  ' 

eyolqrae  aew  T  modw  yd  Totoffrtnoo  vdlliJ  artl  \o  araart'etU  aaw  tahf/t  * 

•s/noa  ,biaod  bna  moot  bevlaoat  aw  aiedw  adot  <iriei  aqtol  laiavaa  bad  aW 
{ab  amot  00. Oi?  ea  rbum  aa  bamaa  I  .woox-yari  aril  nl  2>:.w  bad  -n/o  aantli' 

•was  nimn  a  nt  tuq  oala  aW  •00.^?  rtadi  seal  raoblas  bna  ^  m 

bloo  »ifr  .aaoaiq  ni  qaab  i»al  ytnawj  eaw  rlotriw  sliivaana(  ni  not>na2xa  « 

02  inaw  I  .tadmaor^G  )o  aibbim  ad)  tuoda  pnipplb  Ua  nwob  luda  tad2aaw  1 

taiidD  bnaqa  ol  tol  tad2oooi  llaf  djod  aw  bna  tsv^ol  llatv  oi  abanaO  < 

rtav  banrtaa  I  .abanatf)  oi  beoWMi  aw  aiqyoo  a  lallA  .OSCI  ,aBm  1 

.bteod  bna  moot  tol  yl»««wn  baxitow  I  ^edinora  owl  ixan  atti  to!  oliili  J 

®  3  1 

yiaiil  aaw  it  iait!  Jtei  yliaa  nl  ,ainl2  tliti  1b  boQ  oi  baiaaqqa  2l  J 

lu^a  ynitabnow  eaw  baCI  .aonal  no  dtow  ol  ouniiaoo  bluow  I  bna  lev^nl  J 

two  mo  no  beitoli  lu  )aQ  02  aldaifoaaat  boa!  amoa  cntyud  lo  aioDqaoiq  adl 
baJnaiv  nead  bad  atadi  abaotliaR  .baainavba  yldi^td  aaw  abanaO  nl  bnaJ 
^adoaii  blal  wan  )o  abla  dnea  no  aaliot  01  tol  bnal  lo  anoDoaa  alamaila  I 

eno  aaw  2l  .aaltoilTtal  niptiv  aaadJ  aiah/qoq  ol  italHat  bainaw  ^^adi  won 
a/12  yaq  bluow  ad  biaa  ad  «tawcna  ol  am  badaa  baG  fadl  abe  saadl  lo 

•  aia^iaavnl  ol  bainaw  I  U  nolialtoqa/ian  ■> 

aaw  bna  aoillo  baoUtaR  ollioal  nalbanaO  adl  slorw  I  j 

haaa  iew  p/tltqe  ^abanaiD  tA  ^di?  IhqA  no  atadJ  ad  bluoda  I  ladi  baanolnt 
avitia  1  naifW  .anob  Qnibaaa  tJarfi  )ao  atamial  letavaa  baqlati  bad  I  ,anop 
madiuot  aitl  batavoo  taidW  bna  wuna  «taJ/ilw  lUla  aaw  li  ^^aqannlW  nl 
-at  adJ  ol  beaooiq  oi  aoilto  iaool  adl  la  biol  aaw  I  •  adotlnaM  lo  tniaiq 
(RR  adl  lo  laaup  a  aA  .drton  ualim  ODdX  aiaoi  nooiadaaa  nl  aollSo  lanolv 
nooieiaaS  ol  abit  aifT  .ailm  taq  Inao  ano  lo  oiai  baoubat  a  la  baiavatl  1 
ol  aaw  bnal  teal  bna  laqaab  amaoad  wona  adl  aloot  adl  p/iola  ^wola  aaw 
blbT  ^Bblail  ynam  lo  atamoo  afH  nf  .allm  pnleaaq  doaa  dilw  noUavllliw 


not  like  what  I  saw,  there  were  mountainous  piles  of  field  stones  of  all 
sizes,  I  could  visualize  the  tedious  labor  connected  with  picking  such 
huge  accumulations.  I  arrived  in  Saskatoon  on  a  Sunday  evening. 

The  following  morning  I  reported  at  the  local  Canadian  Pacific 
office  and  was  surprised  to  meet  a  party  of  twenty  men  and  women  who 
had  come  from  western  United  States  via  Vancouver,  all  had  a  single 
purpose. .  .to  see  the  land  offered  by  the  company.  It  had  been  my  im¬ 
pression  that  the  land  was  close  to  Saskatoon,  a  thriving  city  of  some 
6000  inhabitants,  but  I  was  mistaken.  At  noon,  we  all  boarded  the  only 
train  of  the  day  for  North  Battleford  some  150  miles  northwest.  This  was 
the  end  of  the  line,  this  was  a  frontier  town  with  a  half  dozen  stores  and 
a  hotel.  The  next  day  we  left  the  hotel  in  two  bobsleds;  some  of  the 
ladles  became  faint  hearted  and  remained  in  their  rooms.  There  were  no 
fences  and  we  headed  out  across  the  snow  covered  prairie,  it  was  a  wind¬ 
ing  trail  leading  to  several  settlers.  The  morning  passed  with  the  miles 
and  we  stopped  for  dinner  at  the  only  homestead  we  had  seen,  in  the 
afternoon  we  passed  two  more.  Our  drivers  dropped  off  some  packages 
for  each.  About  six  o'clock  we  reached  our  objective . or  did  we  ? 

Here  was  a  small  general  store  and  a  house.  The  few  ladles 
with  us  were  given  beds  to  sleep  in,  but  we  men  slept  on  the  floor.  After 
breakfast,  we  sauntered  over  to  the  store  and  were  "greeted"  by  several 
settlers.  Most  wore  fur  caps  and  caribou  coats,  it  was  evident  that  big 
game  was  plentiful.  News  had  been  relayed  that  a  party  had  arrived 
seeking  investment  in  land.  These  men  at  the  store  had  a  single  purpose 
. .  .they  wished  to  sell  and  get  out.  Meeting  these  pioneers  was  depress¬ 
ing  ,  none  had  been  here  more  than  5  years ,  and  had  endured  the  most 
difficult  years,  yet  they  wished  to  leave.  In  those  five  years,  it  can  be 
assumed  they  had  been  able  to  bring  perhaps  25  -  50  acres  under  the  plow. 
They  had  built  some  kind  of  pole  and  straw  shelter  for  their  livestock  and 
had  a  sod  shack  or  perhaps  something  better  to  live  in.  They  had  dug  a 
well  for  water  and  had  weathered  the  rigors  and  frustrations  of  beginning 
from  scratch.  Why  should  they  want  to  sell  so  desperately? 

The  answer  to  the  afore-going  question  obviously  was  DISILLUSION¬ 
MENT.  Income  did  not  compensate  for  the  effort,  and  sacrifices  had  little 
reward.  The  land  we  had  come  so  far  to  see  was  some  five  miles  from 
this  outpost.  Again  we  took  off  across  the  prairie,  this  time  in  only  one 
bobsled,  less  than  half  of  the  original  party  had  the  fortitude  to  make  the 
final  lap.  Along  these  last  miles,  here  and  there  some  scrubby  trees 
stood  in  the  swales  of  the  rolling  terrain.  However,  there  was  no  mistak¬ 
ing  the  presence  of  stones  and  large  boulders  which  protruded  above  the 
crusted  snow.  We  returned  to  the  store  by  mldaftemoon,  we  had  not  ob¬ 
served  a  homestead  on  the  trip,  it  had  been  a  desolate  ride.  In  the  interim, 
other  settlers  had  come  to  the  store  to  bargain  with  us,  if  any  in  our  party 
made  a  deal,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  These  farmers  were  too  far  from  town 
to  grow  crops  that  had  to  be  hauled.  They  were  limited  to  cattle  raising, 
which  could  be  driven  on  the  hoof.  I  was  told  that  only  oats  and  potatoes 

277 


Ub  lo  blBil  Id  eBliq  cuonlajRuom  9t»w  9t»rU  twea  1  t«dw  Bill  ioa 

<bi^B  QoUoiq  rijiw  baJaMnnoa  lodBl  ei/olbBl  srfJ  Bxllaueiv  blifoo  1  «G8Slt  j 
«9ni0BVB  YftbmiS  •  tto  nooiaitaS  at  bavtrta  I  ••oolJBbiiojJOQe  s^ud  ; 

'  I 

olUoBl  asibanBO  iBool  asiS  Sm  batioqai  I  ynl/noin  pniwoUol  Biff  \ 

o4w  (tBmow  bns  obri  ylaBvri  \o  ytiBq  b  iBsm  ol  bBSliqiuB  amt  bne  Boilio 
alpolc  B  bBif  Ub  «i«vt/oan8V  aiv  CBlBid  bBitAU  mBlBBw  inotl  boicx)  bB4  j 
''bU  xm  ABod  bBd  .xABqmoo  Bill  y^I  bsioDo  bnsl  Bill  bbs  ol.  •  .Bsoqwq 
BA»o«  \o  \il3  onlvlnill  s  ^iioolGieBd  ol  deok>  bbw  boBl  bHi  iBili  noiaaBiq 
\liio  Bill  bsbiBod  Ub  bw  .aooa  JA  .nBafelBlie  bbw  !  iud  ^BinBttdsdrU  0009 
BBW  BldT  .iBswdlion  e»liia  091  amoa  biolslllBS  dlioH  lo)  yfib  Bill  lo  aim  1 

bOB  BBIOIB  ABBOb  UbA  B  illtW  UWQi  IBUnoiI  B  BBW  BiiU  ,  BAU  Bill  lO  boB  BlU 
Bib  iO  BiUOB  IKbBlBCfod  OWl  nt  lt>lod  Bifi  Usl  BW  JXBB  Biff  4.lBlOd  B 
on  Blow  siBifr  .amoorj  liBii}  nl  bBAlBOiBi  bnB  bstiBiwi  intBl  BinaoBd  aeibBl 
'bfliw  B  BBW  it  ^elilffiq  bBiBvoo  woaa  erii  bboxob  luo  bsbBsd  bw  bnB  bboabI 
amlim  ads  dJlvt  baaeaq  ipnimoin  sdT  ^riBlitoa  Ibibvbb  ol  ^nlbBal  UbiI  pni 
Bill  nt  ,n9B8  bBd  aw  JBBaJ&Bi^ic.l  ^  iBAiilb  lol  baqqola  bw  bnB 
tBCBioisq  araoi  iio  baq^ib  aiaviib  wO  .Biom  owt  bBseaq  bw  noomailB 

Tbw  bib  10 . evilofit^^o  luo  bBrtoBBt  ow  9[bolo*o  xit  luodA  ,ik>aa  lol 

I  III  5<“ 

sBibBl  wbI  »dT  .seuoil  B  bnB  Bioia  laianB?  Usmt  b  bbw  bibH 
iajIA  ,iooJl  odi  no  Iqait  iiBtr  bw  lud  «fli  qbbIc  ol  abBd  neviQ  btsw  tu  dl  Iw 
latBVaa  '(<i  sisw  bnB  aaolB  adi  ol  iBvo  boiaiauea  bw 

bid  lB«tj  JnobivB  tsw  li  jBtBoo  uodtiBo  bat  aqBO  iuI  biow  taoM  f »nBlliB8 
bavins  bBd  YTiBq  a  iBdi  '’••d  bad  Bw«Vt  .UiliiiiBlq  bbw  boibc 

BBoqiuq  BlbfiiB  B  b«d  91011  9dl  iB  ABin  eiBifT  .bnfll  ni  inoaUBavnl  ynt^taaa 
•iiBiqBb  enw  eiaanolq  emBdi  pnliBsM  ,luo  IBO  bnfi  lisa  ol  badalw  yadl... 
taois  Bill  baiubDB  bid  boo  ,  tisay  9  nadl  Bxom  BiBd  naad  bad  Biton  «pnl 
ad  nsD  11  aaodt  nl  .bvbbI  ol  badalw  yadi  Iby  ^bioby  jiuollllb 

.woLq  eiii  labmi  bbt)8  09  *  9S  eqsdiw;  vnhd  oi  bMb  aaad  bad  \adi  batnuaaa 
bna  dooiaovil  Uadi  lo)  lallada  wsiia  bne  »ioq  lo  Lni;i  amoe  iliiai  bad  Yidt 
B  ^b  bad  Yidr  .nl  avli  oi  laitad  (tnidtmaoB  aqathaq  lo  Soada  boa  e  bad 
ignijud^ad  lo  anoHaiiauil  bns  Enopii  adJ  btnadlBBw  bfid  bna  lainw  lol  Uaw 

inaw  Yidi  bliioda  ydW  .doiaioa  moil 

•* Viol 3UJJI die  GBw  Yieuolvdo  noisaaijp  vnlov~BiolB  adl  ol  lawana  adl 
alliU  bad  aaoiUioma  bna  «1totl«  aiit  alBanaqmoo  ion  bib  amoonl  .TM3M 
flionil  BBUm  Bvil  amoa  eaw^  aaa  oi  lal  oa  amoo  bad  aw  bnoi  arfT  .btawai 
ano  vino  nl  Bittli  alril  ,Bligianq  adi  aaotoB  Uo  dool  ow  nlB^A  .laoqluo  aldl 
adl  Biem  Ol  fruuiltiol  aiil  bad  yliaq  lanl^lio  adi  lo  Uad  nadi  aeal  ^baladod 
avail  YddiiiOG  araoa  aia.l]  bna  aiad  .eallm  laal  aaadl  f^nolA  .qal  lanll 
on  aaw  aiodi  ^ibvbwoH  .nlanal  pnlUoi  adl  lo  aalawa  adl  at  booia 
adJ  BBoda  babirno'iq  Aol/ht  aiablnod  aoiai  bna  aanoJa  lo  aonaaBiq  adl  pnl 
-do  Ion  ba/f  aw  « noc/maHdbim  Yd  aioia  adi  ol  barnulai  aW  .wona  balaino 
BilB/il  .abli  aialouab  a  naad  bad  it  ^qin  adl  no  baaiaaiaod  a  baviaa 
Ytiaq  mo  ni  yna  M  ,av  diiw  nieoiod  ai  aiola  adl  at  ataoo  bad  <nBU]Ba  lodlo 
nwol  moil  ib1  ool  Btaw  aiaanal  aaaiO  .11  lo  aiawa  loa  aaw  1  ^laab  a  abam 
aiHao  ol  oaitmli  mow  \aifT  .babiad  ad  ol  bad  ladi  aqoto  woiy  of 
rt>r»<lidoq  bna  aiao  ylno  ladJ  bloi  aaw  J  .lood  aril  no  naivltb  ad  bluoo  doldw 
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could  be  relied  upon  as  crops  because  of  the  short  growing  season.  On  ’ 
the  following  day,  we  returned  to  the  hotel  In  North  Battleford.  I  s*at  In 
my  room  for  several  hours  to  write  a  long  letter  to  Dad  on  my  Impression 
of  the  glowing  opportunities  In  Canada. 

A  week  had  elapsed  since  coming  to  Saskatoon,  It  was  Sunday  again 
when  I  came  back  to  civilization.  I  had  no  definite  plans  for  the  Immediate 
future  except  that  I  would  look  around  and  possibly  take  a  Job  for  a  few 
months.  This  was  the  spring  of  1921,  I  was  almost  nineteen  and  very 
confident  and  unafraid.  My  leisure  time  in  Saskatoon  was  destined  to  be 
short.  On  Monday  morning  1  sauntered  along  the  main  street  and  stumbled 
unintentionally  upon  the  government  employment  office,  the  place  was 
congested  with  men,  many  wore  long  hair  and  shaggy  beards  and  were  of 
many  breeds."  The  front  window  and  walls  Inside  were  placarded  with 
Help  Wanted"  posters,  jobs  were  available  In  every  category  one  could 
think  of  from  cooks  to  bushmen.  It  was  obvious  no  one  was  accepting 
employment.  I  realized  as  I  entered  that  clerks  at  the  desks  took  notice 
of  me.  I  had  not  been  In  the  smoke  filled  room  ten  minutes  when  a  well 
dressed  man  came  in  and  Inquired  from  the  clerk  if  certain  help  was  avail¬ 
able.  He  was  given  a  negative  nod  of  the  head  and  then  I  heard  the  clerk 
say,  "Try  that  fellow  over  there,"  Indicating  me.  The  stranger  Introduced 

^  Norwegian  clergyman,  who  traveled  throughout 
^e  Province  of  Saskatchewan  on  church  matters  and  was  seldom  at  home 
He  asked  a  few  questions  and  offered  me  $75.00  per  month.  As  I  didn't  * 
^nt  to  spend  my  hard  earned  money  for  a  hotel  room  and  eats,  I  accepted 
His  farm  was  near  a  little  town  by  the  name  of  Renoun,  hardly  more  than 
a  stop  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  some  150  miles  south  of  Saskatoon  This 
was  in  ^e  general  direction  of  the  States  so  without  even  Inquiring  about 
other  jobs,  I  agreed  to  take  this  one. . .  .for  a  preacher. 

That  night  I  stayed  In  Saskatoon  preparatory  to  meeting  Westby  the 
next  day  at  the  depot  for  the  trip  to  Renoun.  Saskatoon  was  the  last  large 
town  between  "civilization"  and  the  great  wide  open  spaces  that  stretched 
to  the  ba^en  wastes  of  the  Artie.  From  out  beyond,  came  the  lumberjacks 
from  me  bush  country.  It  was  common  knowledge  when  they  came  In,  they 
would  be  carrying  their  entire  earnings  for  the  season.  Between  "wine 
wom^  and  song, "  they  were  fleeced  in  short  order.  I  remember  our  lec- 
ture  from  Dad  on  the  subject  of  "birds,  bees  and  bad  women"  when  I  was 
aroimd  fourteen  years  of  age,  so  was  on  my  guard.  We  arrived  at  Renoun 
the  following  afternoon,  Westby  had  been  expected  and  we  were  met  with 
a  team  and  wagon  driven  by  his  eldest  son,  about  17.  In  addition  to  Mrs. 
Westby,  there  was  a  daughter,  14,  and  two  younger  boys  in  the  family. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  May  and  the  snow  was  almost  gone,  water  flooded 
the  fields  and  covered  long  stretches  of  the  dirt  road  making  it  necessary 
to  detour  out  into  the  plowed  fields  and  prairie  in  many  places. 

This  was  wheat  country  and  the  farms  were  large.  Westby  only  had 
640  acres  and  half  of  this  had  not  been  broke.  When  I  arrived  the  Westbys 
had  a  hired  girl  and  another  hired  man,  this  couple  married  shortly  after  I 
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ol  }aa  I  .bioisbiDd  drioM  oi  laJod  «itl  ol  baimr^a-j  aw  «Yeb  vniwoUo)  dd] 
nolestnqmi  xm  no  boQ  o?  'lallal  tnoi  a  sliiwr  ol  eii/od  laiavaa  tol  moot  y<b  * 

.abanaO  nt  salnoutioqqo  pnlwoip  ailt  lo 
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ttiGQa  Bfiw  H  ,:ioo)6j(a0B  at  pnimoo  aonis  baeqala  bail  iaaw  A  •i  i 

ijaibaoimi  aiO  loi  enalq  oitni^ab  on  bad  I  .  notlasilivto  oi  ioad  amao  1  nadw 
wsl  a  lol  dol  A  adai  xlcUatoq  bi«a  bm/oiA  iool  i>iiiow  X  loril  Jqooxs  muiul 
yiav  boA  nsaiantfr  Jeoala  aaw  I  ^X£€l  \o  pntiqa  adr  tew  atiff  .ailinom 
ad  ol  baiUieab  aew  rKx>l&dae8  fit  amii  ait/alal  .blBilenu  bite  inabtXnoo 
beldmiiiB'bne  laaiia  nleti  adi  pnoie  ba^ainnAt  I  yniinOin  Y^bnoM  nO 

eevr  ooalq  adl  ^eolMa  InamYoiqma  inanunavop  sdl  noqu  xU^noilfialntnu 
lo  aiaw  bne  abiee^  YVO>da  boe  Uati  vnol  aiow  ynam  %itani  dllw  belQa^nOo  c 
ditw  babieoelq  aiow  abtani  aiiaw  bne  wobniw  inotl  aiiT  " .  abaaxi''  ynam 
bliioo  ano  y^opaieo  Yiava  ni  aidelisvc  mow  adot  tSiaiaoq  "baineW  qlaH" 
pnllqaooB  acw  ano  on  euotvdo  anw  il’  .nanniaixl  oiiBdooo  moil  lo  ioUi} 
aolion  :i(ool  adaab  adl  ie  eiialo  }adl  baiaina  I  ea  baxtlaai  I  .  tnarrrYOlqrna 
Uaw  e  nodw  aaiunlm  nsl  mocn  baiiil  aMo/na  ads  ni  naad  Ion  bed  I  .am  lo 
-iieva  ftew  qiad  oieliAO  li  Xiaia  aib  raonV  iieiiiqiiit  boa  ni  amao  nem  baeaaib* 
;(u»lo  4iil  biead  I  nadl  bne  bead  adt  lo  bon  avilei^aa  t  navtq  asw  aH  .aids 
baouboiSfit  lavnaiJa  adT  .am  cntleolbai  *,aiadl  lavo  wollal  laid  y^*  «y<^b 
]iiod(>uoifd  balavai)  odw  ^namYrml^  naipawioU  a  lYdltaW  .iM  aa  liaamtd 
.amod  la  laobiat  aaw  baa  fiiaiiant  doiudo  no  AnwadotaisaS  lo  aonivoiq  adi 
l*nblb  I  zA  .dinoin  isq  OO.c^^'W  L^^aDo  bns  anoiiaetip  wai  a  baX&a. aU 
•  balqaooa  X  ,  mlaa  bna  moor  lalOd  a  to!  brad  vm  bnaqa.o)  faaw 

nadl  atom  \'Una4  ,  nnonaK  lo  amta  adi  td  nwoi  aXdil  a  laaa  aaw  anal  tiH 
aiifT  »/ioofad«a&  lu  dluoa  aaltm  Ocf  c^cnoa  oiUoa*!  noLbanaO  adi  no  qola  a 
luoda  paiTiupni  nava  luodilw  oa  tuiaiS  adi  lo  noiloa'db  laianap  aid  Ai  acw 

•wfioasiq  a  loi. . .  .ano  aldi  aim  oi  baanpa  1  ^edot  ladio 

•H  ^  \ 

adi  ydiaaW  pnlioam  oi  YK>lrtaqaiq  nooiaianB  at  baYtia  X  idpin  laifD 
apnral  ieai  adi  bow  aooJaiaaft  .niiona^  oJ  qlii  adi  lol  ioqab  adi  la  yab  fxan 
badolaiia  iadi  aooaqa  naqo  abiw  jcaip  adi  bne  "noliaxilivto*  naawlad  iry/oi 
aioatiadmul  adi  amon  ^bnoYad  luo  moYi  .oiiiA  adi  lo  aaiaaw  nanad  odl  ol 
Yadi  «Ri  amao  yadl  nddw  opbatwond  nonimcio  tnw  il  •  Ydmioo  daud  ads  moil 
«aAlw"  naawiad  .noaaaa  ads  tol  tvalmaa  oibna  itadi  pnlYnao  ad  blaow 
-oal  Tuo  ladmaiDsn  I  .lobio  iioda  ol  baoaall  wtaw  y»iIi  "«piioa  bna  narnow 
aaw  I  nadw  '*najaow  bad  bna  aaad  ,  BbPtd*^  lo  ioatdna  aid  no  baQ  mold  anus 
nuonali  ia  bavlna  aW  .biaup  ym  no  aaw  oa  «apa  lo  rseay  naaituol  bnuoia 
diiw  Jam  aiaw  aw  bna  l>atoaqxa  naad  bad  yditaW  .nooirxaila  pnlwollol  adi 
.aiM  oi  noitibba  id  Juoda  ,aoa  taabia  aid  Yd  navlib  nopaw  bna  maai  a 
.VlimiA  adi  ni  tYod  lapniiOY  owl  bna  ,iaiifpuab  a  aaw  anodi  ^YditaW 
>abMD  laiaw  ,anop  feomla  aaw  wona  aid  bna  ysM  lo  aibbim  aid  won  aaw  11 
yiaaaaoaa  It  poliam  bnoi  iilb  adi  lo  aadoJaiia  pnol  baiavoo  bna  sblall  adi 
.aaoalq  ynam  ni  aSilnq  bna  ablail  bowolq  adi  oint  ivo  iiioiab  oi 
X  u 

bsd  Ydio  ydltaW  .apial  aiaw  aanal  adi  bna  Y^nuoo  laadw  aaw  aldT 
aydiaoW  adi  bavlTta  I  nadW  .adoid  naad  Ion  bad  aldi  lo  Had  bna  aaioa  Ofd 
I  lafla  Ydiodr.  balnam  alquoo  aidi  »nAia  baiid  wdiona  bna  litp'  baud  a  bad 
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1920;  Axel  Cdrlson  draining  swamps  and  pot-holes  of  water  to  create  fertile  productive  acres  on  farms 
near  Janesville,  Minnesota,  Most  digging  was  done  on  a  "piece  work"  basis,  that  Is  by  the  rod 
(16-1/2  ft.),  price  varied  with  number  of  spades  wide  and  deep;  machines  for  this  type  of  work  were 
unheard  of  at  this  time.  Tiling  crew  wras  boarded  by  the  farmer,  sleeping  In  the  bam  was  not  unusual. 
At  times  complaints  had  to  be  reolstered  when  food  was  Inadequate  for  the  husky  appetites. 


"Playma  tes  " 


Clarence  Bull,  farmer  and  stock-buyer; 
employer  of  Axel  Carlson,  standing  In 
midst  of  load  of  shoats. 
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Hauling  wheat  to  storage  elevator  on  railroad  siding; 

loaded  wagon  weighed  three  ton,  roads  were  almost  non-existent. 


One  of  two  threshing  rigs  Incapacitated  by  fall  rains  and  early  snow 


Cutting  and  binding  the  standing  grain 
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Wheat  on  the  Mogen  farm  near  Saskatoon,  Saskatewan,  Canada. 

The  afternoon  sky  darkened  as  clouds  of  ducks  and  geese  came  to  feed. 


"No  limit"  Luck  was  no  factor 
A  Sportsman's  Paradise 


Axel  Carlson  summer-fallowing 


Sod  shack  built  by  pioneer  homesteaders 
to  live  in  while  qualifying  for  ownership. 
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192  4  -  Chicago  Loop: 

On  top  the  Morrison  (48  floors)  then  touted  as  the  world's 
tallest  hotel.  Axel  Is  kneeling  at  left  In  front  row. 


192  3  -  Chicago  West  Side: 

Hoisting  pipe  to  elevated  water  tank  over  Motor  Coach  Company  garage. 
Busses  were  now  coming  into  use  In  the  Chicago  Transit  system. 

Right: 

1924,  plumbers  and  helpers  on  Morrison  Job,  Axel  Is  now  a  journeyman 
and  Is  standing  at  right,  Man  second  from  left  with  arms  folded  is  Ole 
Olson,  plumbing  foreman , 
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1924  -  Peoria,  Illinois:  Nadine  Younker,  "hello-girl"  employed  by  the 
telephone  company,  shown  with  her  suitor.  Nadine  and  Axel  were  married 
December  23,  192  5,  at  the  parsonage  of  the  Bethlehem  Lutheran  Church  at 
Elgin.  In  center  above,  the  couple  Is  on  a  belated  (1953)  "honeymoon"  to 
Europe  aboard  the  Norwegian  liner  Oslefjord. 
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c»me^  their  plans  were  to  go  north  to  take  up  a  government  claim.  Because 
they  were  leaving  was  the  reason  for  hiring  me.  This  other  man,  whose 
name  escapes  me,  and  his  wife  were  also  Norwegians.  He  had  accumulated 
several  farm  Implements  and  various  other  tools,  also  a  couple  cows, 
horses  and  pigs,  chickens,  etc.  He  kept  them  at  the  Westby  farm.  A  few 
weeks  later  the  time  ceime  to  load  two  freight  cars  with  all  his  possessions. 
I  worked  with  him  for  several  days  to  load  all  the  seed,  machinery,  stock 
and  a  thousand  miscellaneous  items.  The  freight  cars  were  a  veritable 
Noah's  Ark,  I  heard  they  reached  their  destination  but  we  never  corres¬ 
ponded.  It  would  have  been  enlightening  to  have  looked  them  up  ten  years 
later  to  learn  how  this  Intrepid  couple  fared.  I  trust  they  were  happier 
than  those  men  we  met  In  the  store. 

When  I  went  to  work  for  Westby,  I  did  so  with  some  reservations. 

I  asked  the  preacher  if  he  had  any  stones  on  his  farm,  he  replied  (falsely), 
they  had  been  picked.  Had  I  known  that  I  was  to  spend  the  next  two 
weeks  with  a  team  and  stoneboat  (sled)  gathering  and  digging  stones.  It 
Is  a  certainty  I  would  not  have  went  with  him.  One  other  reservation  was, 

I  would  only  stay  three  months.  WhHe  picking  stones  I  noticed  a  family 
of  Indians  living  In  a  temporary  shack  on  an  adjoining  farm,  I  now  learned 
how  those  huge  piles  of  stone  were  gathered.  Indians  were  paid  by  the 
cord  and  whole  families  worked  at  It  as  a  livelihood.  When  the  grain  had 
been  sown  there  came  a  lull  In  the  work,  this  was  the  time  for  breaking 
virgin  sod.  Because  of  the  toughness  and  hard  pulling,  a  specially  built 
single  mouldboard  breaking  plow  was  used  with  six  horses.  I  did  a  ter¬ 
rible  Job  of  plowing,  there  were  so  many  boulders,  I  had  the  plow  out  of 
the  ground  more  than  it  was  down.  At  Westbys'  I  had  no  other  chores,  I 
worked  ten  hours  In  the  field.  Lunch  was  brought  out  in  the  middle  of  the 
morning  as  well  as  In  the  afternoon.  This  was  an  old  tradition  of  Scandi¬ 
navia  which  had  not  been  discarded  as  yet.  There  were  no  fences  In 
these  parts .  After  harvest  horses  were  turned  loose  to  graze  on  the  open 
range,  some  strayed  too  far  and  were  lost  or  stolen.  Westbys  were  miss¬ 
ing  several  horses,  during  my  leisure  time  on  Sundays,  I  would  ride  In 
different  directions  In  a  search  for  them.  When  Mr.  Westby  was  home  on 
Sundays,  a  church  service  was  held  at  the  one  room  school  during  the 
afternoon,  folks  came  for  long  distances  to  attend.  All  fanners  In  these 
parts  were  In  financial  difficulties ,  there  had  not  been  a  good  yield  for 
several  years  and  most  farmers  were  borrowing  money  at  the  bank  by  mort¬ 
gaging  the  crop  they  expected  to  harvest.  Westby  was  in  dire  financial 
straights  too,  but  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  payment  of  $150.00  per  month 
for  his  supervisory  services  in  the  Lutheran  Synod.  As  my  three  months 
were  nearing  an  end,  I  gave  Westby  advance  notice  of  my  Intention  to 
f 63ve .  In  the  meantime  I  became  acgualnted  at  a  church  service  with 
another  Norwegian  farmer  who  was  a  big  operator  In  the  area,  he  had 
heard  that  I  was  leaving  and  asked  me  to  help  him.  His  name  was  Henry 
Mogen. 

I  had  worked  for  Mogen  several  weeks  when  Westby  paid  me  in  full. 
Mogen  farmed  about  3500  acres.  We  were  five  hired  hands  and  slept  In  a 
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noIeaaeBiXt  lift  ^iJiw  inao  idploA  owi  bBol  os  aax£0  bsuJS  mdt  wisl  eiaew 
;(ool8  ,  f^9niK’aa<*i  ,b»9«  art?  Ha  buoJ  ol  ayab  iaiavaa  lol  oUrt  dliw  ba:l-iow  I 
^ldo;]i<?v  A  «]ftw  Riao  Irtplail  9*fT  .Bmail  euoftflftUaoBim  bnftBuort?  s  bna 
-Bomoo  iav»A  ew  ivd  notJAnSieBt  tlart?  bsrtoaai  \s/(t  tnAufi  I  ^i'lA  a'llfioK 
iftftY  42i  mertj  b«Aoc(  avsii  a:  p«ti  r.«ii(;:'ilna  aaacf  ftvari  bliiow  Jl  .bebflpq 
Tsiqq&rt  aiaw  xadj  stirtt  X  ftikii/c  ^  blqaiinl  sliii  wQd  maai  ot  larel 


.ftioia  art?  ill  tarn  aw  xiam  dBOiU  oBds 
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snotlaviasai  amoa  ditw  oa  bibl  toX  H'Ktm  o?  tnaw  1  nertW 


[viaalal)  beliqai  ad  ,anal  Bid  no  aanoia  yna  bad  ad  U  ladoftaiq  adi  badaa  I 
owl  jxan  art!  bnoqa  ol  aaw  I  ladi  irwooif  I  beH  .badolq  naad  bi^  yartl 
11  ^esnoia  pruppib  bna  pfit*tadlap  (bale)  Iftodanola  bna  maal  a  iblw  aiaaw 
«aw  nollaviae 91  ladio  onO  .mid  drtw  inaw  avad  ion  bli/ow  I  Ylnloitao  a  b1 
Yllmal  a  baoiioxi  I  eanola  pnidolq  alirfW  .edlnom  aaidi  vaia  y1^  blaow  I 
bamaai  won  1  ,imaX  pniolotba  na  no  doada  Yionoqmal  a  nl  pntvtJl  BnaibrtI  )o 
adi  \d  btaq  aiaw  analbnl  .batarilftp  aiaw  anoia  lo  aaXiq  apart  aeodl  wort 
bad  nlft-fp  art?  nartW  JxxMillavil  a  aa  II  la  badiow  Baliioici  aiodw  bna  bioo 
pnldaaid  lol  anui  a.^U  eaw  atdl  idiovr  adi  nl  Ui/1  a  rnnso  aratii  nwoa  naad 
Hiud  yilaioaqa  a  ^pnliinq  biart  bns  er.anrtpuol  art?  Xo  avueoaQ  ^boa  nlpitv 
,  "lal  a  bib  I  .easaod  ide  dilw  baao  eeW  wolq  pnUaaid  biaodbliiom  oXpAlB 
lo  1UC  woiq  art!  bad  t  ^Biabli/od  ynani  oa  aiaw  aiartl  ^pnlwolq  lo  dot  aldli 
I  tSaiodo  ladio  on  bad  I  'rydlBaW  sA  .nwob  saw  H  artom  bmiorp  adi 
art)  lo  albltten  adi  nl  liio  Idpuaid  «aw  ilonuJ  .blatl  art?  nt  riLo.i  not  badiow 
-•tbaaoS  lo  aoutbatxt  bio  na  aaw  alrtT  .noomaHa  adi  nl  aa  Haw  aa  o/Uinom 
Ai  Baona)  oo  araw  aiadT  ,lax  aa  bsbiaotlb  naad  ion  bad  doldw  olvan 
naqo  Mil  no  aaatp  oi  atool  bniruri  aiow  eoBiod  laaviad  lailA  .aneq  aaarti 
‘CBlin  aiaw  ByditaW  .aatoiB  lo  laol  aiaw  bna  lal  ool  bayaiia  omoe  «apnai 
ol  abli  bluow  I  « ByabmiS  no  amli  eiijaial  Y<n  pnitqb  « aaeiort  laiavaa  pal 
no  omort  BOW  ydieaW  .iM  nadW  .marti  loX  doiaaft  a  ni  Koolloaiib  Ineialiib 
art!  pnliub  ioortoa  aooi  ano  adi  ta  btad  aaw  aolvnae  rtoiiirfo  a  ^ayabnuS 
aeadl  ni  aiaonel  XiA  .boalla  oi  aaonoiaib  pnol  lo)  amao  tdlol  ^noofnaila 
lol  blaiy  boop  a  naad  ion  bed  aiodJ  ^  aailXuoilUb  laionanil  ni  aiaw  anaq 
-liooi  yd  driad  arti  la  yanoio  polwonod  aiaw  aiannal  iBom  bna  Biaay  laiavaa 
laionanil  aiib  nt  eaw  ydlaaW  .laaviad  ol  baloaqxa  yadi  qoio  axil  pnlpap 
llnoxn  laq  00.021$  k>  inam^oq  ft  lo  ftpolnovbft  exit  bod  art  lud  ^ool  airtpisHa 
exilnon  ftanil  ym  aA  .bonyS  naiartiuJ  adi  nt  aaoivisa  yioalviaquB  aid  lol 
01  notinainl  ym  lo  aoijon  oonavba  ydItaW  avap  !  ,bna  na  pnhftan  aiaw 
dihur  aoiviftB  iknudo  a  la  balniaupoft  amaoad  1  axaiinaaxn  adJ  nl  .avaal 
bad  ad  «aaia  axil  xii  lolanoqo  ptd  a  saw  odw  larmal  nalpawioVl  ladlona 
yinaH  q^w  amaxi  aiH  .mid  qiad  oi  am  badea  bxie  pjiivaaJ  asw  i  ladl  biaad 
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bunk-house.  There  were  three  Mogen  brothers,  Henry  was  married  and 
1  apparently  the  sole  owner.  A  brother,  Stenner,  only  ran  errands  with  the 
Ford  and  did  no  work  in  the  field;  Albert,  about  25,  had  recently  come 
from  their  former  home  in  Minnesota .  Albert  was  of  the  athletic  type  and 
claimed  to  have  held  a  professional  middle  weight  championship  in  wres¬ 
tling.  We  were  several  young  fellows  in  this  crew  and  It  was  natural  for 
us  to  scuffle  around  in  spare  times.  Albert  taught  us  fellows  some  holds 
and  we  grappled  at  every  opportunity.  I  was  dubious  if  Albert  was  a 
champion  as  I  gave  him  a  good  workout  when  we  tangled  and  many  times 
got  the  best  of  him. 

It  was  In  the  middle  of  the  summer  of  192  1,  that  I  went  to  work  for 
Mogen.  He  had  two  tractors  but  they  were  used  only  for  threshing.  We 
worked  In  the  field  with  the  pick  of  30  horses.  It  was  customary  In  these 
parts  to  take  one  third  of  the  land  out  of  production  each  year;  this  land 
was  plowed  and  let  lay  idle  for  early  sowing  the  following  spring.  We 
plowed  with  five  outfits,  usually  the  length  of  the  field  was  one  mUe, 
five  round  trips  were  made  In  a  half  day. 

The  plowing  was  discontinued  in  early  August  as  the  grain  was 
ripening.  At  the  beginning  of  harvest,  we  had  five  binders  in  the  field, 
after  a  couple  weeks  we  were  only  two.  All  available  hands  were  needed 
to  shock  the  bundles  and  to  operate  the  threshing  rig  later.  I  continued 
to  ride  the  binder  for  a  fuU  month  until  the  cutting  was  finished.  Then, 
the  second  threshing  rig  was  brought  out,  but  it  was  only  for  a  couple 
weeks ,  soon  the  fall  rains  were  to  halt  the  threshing  and  the  snows 
followed.  There  was  neither  time,  men  or  horses  available  to  haul  the 
grain  from  the  thresher.  Most  of  the  grain  was  shunted  into  portable  bins 
that  were  skidded  to  the  settings,  surplus  wheat  was  spilled  upon  the 
ground  and  protected,  this  had  been  a  bumper  crop. 

The  threshing  operation  ended  about  the  middle  of  September,  2  5% 
of  the  crop  was  still  in  the  shock,  these  were  placed  in  stacks  and 
fenced  in  so  that  livestock  could  be  turned  out  to  forage  for  themselves. 
After  threshing  another  fellow  and  myself  began  hauling  the  wheat  to  the 
elevator  some  six  miles  distant.  After  loading  a  hundred  bushels,  there 
remained  only  time  for  one  trip  each  day.  The  fall  rains  had  softened  the 
dirt  roads  and  again  water  covered  big  areas.  The  loads  weighed  three 
ton  and  at  times  it  was  too  much  for  four  horses  to  pull  in  the  muddy  going . 
On  these  long  hauls  I  memorized  Robert  W.  Service's  book  "Songs  of  a 
Sourdough."  On  one  occasion  this  extra  curricular  activity  caused  me 
some  humiliation  and  extra  toH.  On  that  trip  I  was  so  engrossed  with  my 
book  I  did  not  realize  I  had  reached  an  almost  impassable  section  in  the 
road.  I  should  have  rested  the  teams  prior  to  putting  them  into  a  run  to 
gain  speed  to  carry  through  the  axle  deep  ruts  obscured  by  the  murky 
water.  Without  the  necessary  momentum  I  was  doomed  in  the  middle. 

My  predicament  could  have  been  much  worse,  but  I  found  a  plausible 
solution.  The  other  driver  was  ahead  of  me,  and  would  be  returning  in 
an  hour.  I  scooped  half  the  load  into  his  box  as  he  pulled  along  side, 
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aW  .pnidcaixU  toi  'ilno  basu  aiow  yoKs  lud  ticlDfiiS  owt  bad  all  .na^oM 
asadj  At  Yia.noteiro  sew  i!  .sasTod  OC  lo  doiq  aiis  dilw  blatl  adl  nl  badiow  ' 
bnal  slid  ;iaaY  doaa  ootiJDabesq  lo  luo  bnsf  adl  lo  bitdl  ano  adas  ul  itliaq 
aW  .pniiqc  Vi'dwodol  »ds  pntwcn  yiiae  sol  albl  xel  lal  bna  bawolq  saw 
xaXlia  ano  saw  blail  adj  lo  dlpn al  adi  yllau&u  »aillluo  avil  ditw  bawolq 

•  Xab  Uad  a  nt  abaia  aiow  eqtil  bnuoi  evil 

-  '  'I  f  1  ^ 

saw  nlKTtf  adl  aa  isi/puA  yhaa  nl  baunllnooBlb  aaw  ynlwulq  aifT 
tblatl  adl  ni  aiabnld  a'/U  bad  aw  ^laaviad  lo  QntniUo»i  adt  SAt  .pninoqti 
babaan  a'isw  sbnad  aidaiiava  UA  ,avfi  \loo  aiaw  aw  adaaw  alqtioo  a  Tails 
bai/nllnoo  1  .lalsi  ®ti  orddsanis  adl  elffiaqo  ol  bna  salhnud  audl  iooda  ol 
^naifl  .badelotl  earw  prdlli/o  atlJ  Ulnu  dlnom  iliil  a  so)  labnld  adl  ebtr  ol 
aiqjioo  s  tol  ylno  saw  it  iwd  ^luo  idpuotd  saw  ylt  pnlrisaidl  btrooaa  adl  . 

swons  adl  bna  pnldaatdi  adl  liod  ol  aiaw  satar  Ual  adl  noos  ^oiaaw 
adl  luAd  ol  aldsUava  saatod  to  nara  «oail  ladltao  sow  aiard  .bawollol 
said  aldfliToq  oinl  bai raids  saw  atorp  adl  V>  isoM  .ladsaidi  edi  mosi  nisi® 
adl  aoqu  balllqs  saw  toadw  sulqius  ,s®ixtllaa  ediol  babbUa  ataw  isdl 

.qoio  laqmiid  a  naad  bad  sldl  ^baJoaiorq  boa  bmioi® 

X2S  ^ladmalqaS  lo  albbtis  adl  tuoda  babna  noiiaiaqo  pnlHssidl  adT 

bna  sdoals  nl  baoaiq  aiaw  asadl  ^ioods  adi  nl  llils  saw  qoio  adl  lo 
.saviasmadi  toI  apaiol  ol  luo  bomui  ad  bluoo  Xootaavll  ladi  os  nl  baoaal 
adl  ol  leadw  adl  pnlluad  napad  Uasym  bna  woUal  ladlona  pnldaaidl  lailA 
aiadl  ^sladeud  batbtnid  a  pnlbaol  lallA  .inalslb  taUia  xls  aoios  Tolavala 
adl  banalioe  bad  Balm  Ua)  adT  .yab  doaa  qlxf  ano  toI  aoil}  yloo  bantaaai 
aardi  badplaw  sbaol  adT  .saaio  pld  baiavoo  lalew  ntopa  bna  abaoi  lilb 
.polop  ybbumadlAl  liuq  oJ  aastodmol  tol  fbiifnool  saw  11  sauiU  la  bna  not 
a  lo  epno8*  iood  s'aolVTaG  .W  ttadoJl  basltofnafn  X  tluad  pnol  asadl  cO 
am  basuao  Yllvllos  laluolYiuo  aiixa  sldl  nolssooo  ano  nD  ” .  lipuobuioa 
ym  dsiw  bassotpna  os  sow  I  qtu  sadi  eO  »ilol  mix#  bna  noilalLioiud  aoioa 
adJ  nl  Holloas  otdcBBoqmJL  Isomla  no  bedoaai  bed  1  asiiaat  Ion  bib  I  dood 
ol  nin  a  oini  modi  pnlliuq  oi  toliq  smeal  adl  baisat  avad  bUioda  1  .baon 
ydnim  adl  yd  baiuosdo  sitn  qaab  aixa  adl  dpuotdl  ynao  ol  baaqa  nla® 
.albbtm  aid  ni  bamoob  sow  1  mufanmo/a  yisssaoan  adl  luodSiW  .talow 
aldlsueXq  a  bnool  1  Uid  tsstow  rtoum  na^  avad  bLuoo  inamaolbaiq  yM 
nl  pnlntui’ii  ad  bluaw  bna  .am  lo  baarfa  saw  tavlib  tadlo  acfT  .nollulos 
,abts  pitola  bailtiq  ad  sa  aid  oioi  bsol  adl  liad  baqooos  1  .tuod  na 
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then  we  pulled  out  of  the  mire,  emptied  the  other  wagon  into  mine  and 
was  on  my  way.  No  one  ever  found  out  about  Robert  W.  Service's  poems. 

The  snow  and  cold  came  with  the  abbreviated  days .  After  the  first 
of  October,  there  were  only  four  or  five  hours  of  daylight.  Several  times 
we  went  hunting  for  ducks  and  prairie  chickens,  both  were  plentiful. 
During  the  summer,  all  the  pot  holes  that  held  water,  were  populated 
with  wild  ducks,  later  hundreds  of  the  young  swam  about.  When  nearly 
grown,  all  congregated  at  a  nearby  lake,  the  accumulation  of  ducks  here 
swelled  into  the  millions.  This  was  truly  the  heart  of  the  duck  nesting 
country .  In  the  late  fall  when  the  shocks  of  grain  were  yet  standing  in 
the  fields,  clouds  of  ducks  would  come  to  feed  on  them  as  the  sun  was 
setting.  They  were  so  numerous  that  they  literally  blotted  out  the  sinking 
sun. 


By  late  October  and  early  November  winter  had  definitely  set  in,  the 
cold  winds  whipped  the  snow  into  high  drifts  and  at  times  the  thermometer 
tumbled  to  40  and  50  below.  The  cold  alone  was  tolerable,  but  combined 
with  a  strong  wind  it  was  unbearable.  I  continued  to  haul  wheat  on  the 
more  agreeable  days,  I  still  wonder  how  the  horses  stood  it.  As  the  days 
grew  shorter  and  the  nights  longer,  we  ate  only  two  meals  a  day.  After 
the  evening  meal,  we  played  cards,  this  Included  Mrs.  Mogen  and  the 
hired  girl.  We  were  one  large  congenial  family,  they  treated  me  very 
well  and  tried  to  persuade  me  to  stay. 

My  low  fare  round  trip  ticket  had  a  time  limit  of  six  months  and  it 
was  a  bonlflde  excuse  to  insist  that  I  must  leave  prior  to  expiration.  I 
stayed  on  as  long  as  I  could  to  aid  with  the  wheat  hauling,  but  the  day 
finally  came  when  I  must  bid  adieu.  The  trek  to  Watrous  was  fourteen 
miles,  half  of  it  over  the  virgin  prairie.  Henry  Mogen  went  along  in  the 
bobsled,  he  had  to  make  arrangements  at  the  ^nk  to  obtain  cash  to  pay 
me.  Those  lean  years  had  played  havoc  with  the  finances  of  these  hardy 
farmers.  It  was  now  apparent  that  I  had  actually  been  working  for  the 
bank.  Two  hours  later  yours  truly  was  on  board  a  Canadian  Pacific  train 
. . .  .destination.  United  States  of  America. 

Perhaps  it  was  on  those  long  hauls  of  wheat  from  the  field  to  the 
elevator  that  gave  me  time  for  sober  thought  or  maybe  it  was  during  those 
twenty  miles  each  day  at  summer  "fallowing"  that  provided  time  to  muse. 
The  conclusions  seemed  to  have  a  common  denominator. .  .  .better  try 
something  else. 

I  spent  the  last  weeks  of  1921  at  Granada,  Minnesota.  As  the 
holidays  approached,  I  gathered  my  few  possessions  and  prepared  to  say 
farewell  to  farming.  Ingvar  and  I  went  together  to  Elgin  that  Christmas, 

I  stayed  in  Elgin,  but  Ihgvar  returned  to  Minnesota.  I  now  lived  with  Dad, 
he  had  married  the  second  time  to  a  widow  lady  named  Sigrld  Swanson; 
living  with  them  were  Sigrld' s  daughter,  Dorothy,  and  her  aged  mother, 
Mrs.  Moren.  Stepsister  Dorothy  and  brother  Ernest  were  the  same  age. 
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bne  anim  otni  aoqow  i»^io  oilj  bsDqmo  ^enUni  aiO  lo  luo  iMliuq  9w  n«di«* 
em^oq  8*90lvidf!  ,W  TiadoH  iuodB  Stfo  Unuol  tsv*  dno  oM  ,yaw  ym  no  tew*  ^ 


tnO  Oil}  lotlA^^.BYnb  baiaivmldA  •Hr  iCitw  sniflo  blcx)  bno  wone  9111 
■•mJU  IsiavaZ  ^irif^yab  to  Biuoii  •vtl  10  luol  ylao  otsw  oiodJ  ^lodoJoO  lo 
.  itrliiiToJki  3rt9>^  ffjod  ^&noiolf(o  oiUnq  hnB  cfoofe  xot  vnUnuri  }(i9vir  sw 
bolftiijqoq  oiow  blad  t«iO  eolorl  3oq  aili  Us  ^lomsius  adi  pntiiKl 

Yhssn  itaifW  .tttods  mstvs  pfUK>Y  lo  eboibmd  'mtsi  ,8;(otfb  btlw  lititr 
OTod  his>\d>  lo  iiolifiluini/dos  siO  ^oUni  v^uson  s  ts  b8ie!?9tbnoo  Us  ^mvotp 
ynltBsn  ioub  adj  lo  nsaii  sKt  yli/il  esw  siffT  ,anoiiULfli  odt  oSat  bsUswi 
nl  snlbfisla  iey  aiitw  nimp  lo  sioods  odi  aodw  Ual  sjsl  odi  nl  .viimioo 
B£w  nuK  ddj  as  msib  no  boat  of  amoo  bOiow  cioub  lo  sboolo  ,sblall  Mfj 
Boidnltt  ads  iuo  bassold  yilinolil  ystis  tsitt  sutnonuifi  us  oisw  vaifl  .pnUtss 
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di  tOl  ylsJloilsb  bisd  78J;tCw  ‘MdniBvoU  yltas  btiB  tadosoO  at  si  yfl  MM 
aiainoanads  ads  eamll  is  bos  tilitb  dpid  oinl  woca  ads  boqqldw  aoAiw  bloo  C 
bonidmoo  lud  «9ldmaIoi  esw  aoole  bloo  oiff  .woiad  02  bns  0^  oi  baldnud 
adi  no  laadw  L/tut  oS  boL'niinoo  I  .aldoiaadcu  aaw  Si  bntw  pno-da  a  ditvr 
Ecysb  ads  aA  ,il  boota  eseiod  adi  wod  labnow  Ulta  I  «EYSb  aktsaaipa  aiom 
loilA  .ysb  a  tlaoai  ows  ylaa  ala  aw  ^lopno!  atdpln  od?  bns  nas-yoda  wansf 
ads  bna  nopob*  .inM  bebulont  afiii  «atnsD  bayslq  aw  ,lsara  pntnavo  adi 
yiav  am  baiaaii  ysiU  tVlimsl  islnapnoo  spisl  ano  araw  aW  .liip  baidtd 

.ysia  oi  am  abouaioq  0}  balil  bna  Uow 

-O  %f-  .•  di  ,  JH  S,  By 

SI  boa  adinom  xta  lo  nmil  amlt  s  bad  tadoli  qlH  bfwoi  avQ  wol  yM  '  ** 

1  .aoliailqxa  os  loliq  avaat  saum  1  ladl  ialaot  oi  aaiioxo  abliinod  a  aew- 
yab  adj  lod  ,pailuad  taadw  ads  tisiw  Ma  of  hluoo  I  ba  pnol  t^a  no  bayeSa 
naanuoi  aaw  auoiiaW  09  daii  adl  .uatba  bid  laum  1  natiw  amso  yllanil 
adi  nl  pnola  inaw  iiapoM  YiaaH  .atiiaiq  nlpitv  adi  lavo  tt  lo  Had  ^aaUm 
yaq  of  dkao  ntaido  oi  doad  adi  la  ainafnapnarsa  odam  oi  bad  ad  ,  beaded 
ybtari  aaadi  lo  eaonanl)  adf  ristw  aovad  ba^^  bftd  aiaay  naal  aeodT  .am 
adi  lol  pnliTOw  naad  yUauioa  bad  I  iadi  iixaieqqa  won  asw  il  ^anantX 
nJni  ollloa*}  nalbanaU  a  biaod  ao  aaw  ylird  etuoy  loial  etuod  owT  tiaud 

.  aoliamA  lo  teisiB  beiinU  ,  noitaoiiaab.  * . . 

adi  oi  btail  adi  moii  laadw  lo  aiuad  pnol  aaodi  no  aaw  st  aqedia^  f 
sBodi  pnluib  aaw  il  adyam  10  idpuodi  ladoa  10I  amis  am  avap  iaxli  loievala 
.aeum  oi  anUS  babtvonq  iadi  "pidwoUal"  tammua  is  yab  doaa  esiim  yinaws 
yrs  loiiad. .« .Kiianlmonab  nommoo  a  avad  oi  bamaaa  anolaalonuo  adT 

•  aaia  pntdiamoa 
lI 

adi  aA  .aioaanniM  .abaaa^  la  1SB(  lo  idaaw  laal  adi  inaqa  I 
yaa  oi  boiaqanq  bna  anolfiaaaaaq  wal  ym  baiadiap  I  ,badoacnqq8  ayabllod 
^aamiaiidO  iadi  nlpU  oi  Tadtay^  inaw  1  bna  isvpnl  .pnlsnel  oi  Uawaud 
!>aQ  dilw  bavll  won  1  .SioaannlM  oi  bomuiai  iavy/d  Sud  tnlpCS  nl  bayas*  1 
;aoanoar8  bbiplB  baman  ytal  wobiw  a  ot  amli  bnooaa  adi  baiTsani  had  ad 
^ladiom  bays  lad  bna  ,ydicnoCI  ^iaidyuab  a*brxyl8  snaw  madf  dilw  ynivtl 
.ays  amaa  ads  aiaw  laamd  ladioid  bna  ydiortoCI  iateiaqaiS  .nenoM  .aiM 
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Our  stepmother  was  an  understanding  person,  sympathetic  and  willing, 
never  cross ,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  her  complain  about  the  extra  work  we  ' 
boys  thrust  upon  her.  Dad  used  the  upstairs  rooms  and  one  room  on  the 
first  floor.  Grandmother  and  sister  Ruth  utilized  most  of  the  main  floor. 
During  that  winter  of  192  1-22  ,  Ernest  and  I  earned  our  spending  money 
by  harvesting  Ice  on  the  Fox  River  above  Kimball  Street  bridge  at  2  5 
cents  per  hour. 

In  the  early. months  of  1922  ,  I  worked  on  construction  projects  as 
a  laborer,  then  I  answered  a  "help  wanted"  ad  for  telephone  switchboard 
installers.  My  new  employer  was  the  Western  Electric  Company,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  After  a  three 
week  training  course,  I  was  sent  with  a  crew  to  the  Pullman  Exchange 
on  the  far  south  side  of  Chicago.  This  revision  of  existing  manual  equip¬ 
ment  was  completed  in  a  couple  months.  We  then  were  transferred  to 
Peoria ,  Illinois . 

One  day  while  working  on  the  cables  within  the  main  switchboard, 

I  was  attracted  to  a  blonde  gal  with  personality  "plus,"  she  worked  at 
a  position  a  few  chairs  away.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon,  some  fifty  or 
sixty  girls  filled  the  positions  and  the  din  of  "number  please"  was  at  Its 
height.  Normal  conversation  could  not  be  heard  above  the  monotones  of 
the  "hub-bub,"  and  in  addition  the  girls  wore  head  sets  which  made  other 
hearing  difficult.  The  blonde  gal  was  very  busy,  but  not  so  preoccupied 
that  she  could  not  sandwich  In  a  glance  now  and  then  in  my  direction. 

I  was  conscious,  of  being  watched  by  her  and  when  I  nonchalantly  looked 

at  her,  she  wore  a  winning  smile.  This  posed  the  problem _ how  to 

get  acquainted,  it  was  Impossible  to  whisper,  so  I  scribbled  a  note  with 
something  like.  . .  .how  about  a  movie  tonight? 

The  message  had  to  be  passed  by  several  girls  to  reach  the  blonde, 
however,  it  stopped  short  of  its  objective,  at  a  brunette  who  sat  at  the 
next  position  adjacent  to  "the  apple  of  my  eye. "  Somehow  the  brunette 
had  mistaken  my  interest  in  the  blonde  for  her.  The  thought  never  occurred 
to  me,  here  was  an  opportunity  to  play  at  the  girls  own  game  of  "hard  to 
get."  Bitter  words  passed  between  the  girls,  and  the  sharp  remarks  be¬ 
came  audible  for  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the  aspirants.  The  two 
girls  were  summoned  before  the  chief  supervisor  and  lectured.  I  met  my 
tenacious  blonde  after  quitting  time  and  that  evening  we  attended  a  movie. 

My  date  was  Nadine  Younker,  she  lived  with  an  aunt  and  uncle,  her 
parents  were  deceased.  To  Impress  Nadine,  I  was  careful  to  only  expose 
my  better  side  when  out  together,  then  and  later,  and  we  got  along  famous¬ 
ly,  so  well  in  fact  that  after  a  couple  years,  we  were  wed.  Strange,  is  it 
not,  that  lifetime  romances  can  have  such  insignificant  beginnings  as  a 
winning  smile  ?  Nadine  was  of  the  mild  and  even-tempered  type ,  that 
brunette  was  something  resembling  a  tigress. 
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^pnililw  t>afi  ollsiltfiqmY*  tXio&i«q  enlbofilarabnu  nft  efiw  7»fUomqa}B  luO 
8W  iiow  Atrx*  9iii  ii>odA  lUislqmoo  last  iB&si  lavo  I  btb  ion  ^scioia  isvan 
»tU  no  mooi  ano  bns  emooi  siiuaqu  »rl}  boau  bftQ  •lod  ooqu  Jeirut}  B^od 
viooii  ntam  atis  io  iaom  baxtUiu  tiiuH  laiala  bna  jastioa^mD  ,tooIJ  tnli  ! 
xonom  pntbnsqt  ruo  bamaa  I  btvs  j&o/n3  « SS-X  S€X  lo  wnlw  saril  jfnliuQ  • 
Zi  i£  aohXid  UadiaUI  avoda  isviH  xal^  sdl  op  kxi  soljeaviAd  | 

1  .-uiod^iii^  etnao  j 

-  ■  t 

«a  ttoaloiq  notloiraanoo  no  boAiow  I  « S&6I  lo  «d}nom  ylifta  adj  nX 
btAoddotlwe  aitofiqalal  lol  ba  "balnaw  qieff  s  bdiewansl  ned]  ^laiodal  a 
-di/8  a  ^ynaqoioD  olT3omt3  maiaaV/  sdl  eaw  isyolqma  wao  yM  .BialifilsAt 
aoisti  a  laJlA  .ynaqinoO  rfqeii^sIaT  bna  ojiodqaXcff  aeoliaaiA  afii  \o  yiaibla 
agnadoxjt  flantHii*!  aili  ot  wfi-:o  a  Ktlw  inoa  aaw  I  ^aewoo'cnlaLaD  ieaw 
-qtupa  launasa  colialxa  lo  n^tivai  aidT  .o^iaoiftO  io  able  ilJuoe  vd  odt  no 
o)  banalanaij  aiew  oadi  aW  •edjnom  alquoo  a  nX  baXalqmoo  aaw  fneni  ^ 

„  « caonilU  « alioa^ 

^biaoddoiiwa  nXam  erb  iitditw  aaldao  adt  oo  pnldiovi/  alirtw  yaib  soO  ^ 
]»Lttjliow  ada  "^ajjL^*'  YJiiianc-aiui  lOiw  lap  obnold  a  oi  batoBitia  saw  t 
10  \iili  amoa  ,nuo<naJla  »d2  m  uial  &aw.il  ..yaw^  eilado  wal  a  nottiaoq  a 
aJi  la  aaw  laJrtUia*  !o  n!b  aiii  bna  BaoU)l8oq  aill  balUl  ftliip  Y^> 

lo  wmrtotoaon  ads  avcJa  biaad  ad  Ion  bluoo  ncdiM^viioo  XiinnoM  .id^lad 
ladio  atom  Aotdw  gtau  baad  aiow  aliip  a<il  nolll^A  hi  bna  "^diMl-diih*  adl 
bolqi/oooaiq  oa  ion  lud  t  yiav  aaW(^Iap  aboMd  adT  .JluoiUtb  pniiaari 
.noi!33Tib  yea  nt  rsdt  boa  won  oonalp  a  ni  dqitlRrbnaa  ton  bluoo  ada  ladi  j. 
Leiool  yiinalo/lofioa  1  aodw  bna  i»d  yd  bacbiaif  .;jBaiad  io  jo/oioa/ioo  aaw  1  * 
at  wod.  ..«fnsXdoiq  sdJ  aid!  - nitfir^ lylitwlw  «  aiow  ada  «tad  ta 

fbiw  elon  a  baidditua  1  oa  «if>qclriw  ol  oMieao(|i|U  aaw  li  «baJnibn{pa  lap 

T  Idpinol  aivom  a  luo^  wod. . ,  .adll  oniiOataot 


tdboold  aill  doaai  ol  aliio  Xfiavaa  yd  bafaaq  ad  ot  bad  apaaaaoi  adX 

adJ  ta  lae  odw  ajianiid  aja  «avUaa(.<io  #ti  lo  troda  baqqota  tl  ^lovowod 
atta/und  adi  woda;no8  '*.ay9  yen  Ic  ulqqa  adi'*.,ot  inaoatba  aoitiaoq  txarr 
banimooiavan  tdoiiodl  adt  .lad  loi  abnoLd  adt  at  taaiotni  \iu  noBalflai  bad 
ol  biad"  lo  eniBo  nwo  aiiip  odi  ie  yalq  ot  yilnutioqqo  na  aaw  nad  ,sm  ot 
‘od  aiiamai  qiada  adt  bna  ^alitp  adt  naawtad  baaaaq  abiow  lattiS  ".top 
owl  arfX  .BiAviiqaa  adt  bne^fad  aonaJ«lb  aldaiabianoo  a  lol  aldibua  amao 
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The  equipment  changes  at  the  Peoria  Telephone  Exchange  were  com¬ 
pleted  In  a  few  months,  our  crew  was  then  shifted  back  to  Chicago,  where 
we  went  to  the  north  side  exchange  of  Edgewater  Beach.  Here,  too,  were 
many  eligible  girls ,  but  love  Is  blind  and  none  could  compare  with  my 
Peoria  blonde.  With  a  girl  on  my  mind,  I  saw  little  future  In  the  transient 
work  I  had  been  doing  and  asked  to  be  transferred  to  the  Cable  Layout 
Engineering  Department  of  the  manufacturing  division  In  Cicero,  Illinois. 
Training  for  my  next  Job  required  six  weeks,  this  included  study  of  the 
functions  of  switchboard  apparatus  and  their  relative  positions  In  the 
board.  The  work  was  Interesting,  but  the  salary  was  only  $2  0.00  per 
week,  moreover  the  prospect  of  reasonable  salary  Increases  was  remote. 
This  white  collar  job  was  not  for  me,  while  I  was  classed  as  an  engineer, 
no  job  has  security  If  a  new  man  can  be  trained  to  replace  you  In  a  few 
months  time. 

I  quit  the  Western  Electric  In  the  summer  of  1923,  during  these 
months  I  commuted  to  Elgin  to  live  at  home.  Prior  to  this  time,  Ingvar 
had  also  given  up  farm  life  and  had  come  back  to  Elgin.  He  had  started 
to  work  for  a  mason  contractor  In  Elgin  but  work  was  not  steady  and  he 
quit.  Ingvar  and  Ernest  both  began  working  for  the  Western  Electric  Co. , 
so  during  the  summer  of  192  3,  we  all  worked  at  the  same  place  and  lived 
at  home.  Building  construction  was  now  in  the  midst  of  a  mUd  boom  in 
Chicago,  tradesmen  were  in  short  supply.  Ads  appeared  In  the  news¬ 
papers  "apprentices  wanted"  In  various  crafts.  A  school  for  training  had 
been  established  to  meet  the  demands  of  employers ,  I  applied  and  was 
Immediately  accepted  to  learn  the  Plumbing  Trade.  The  only  reason  I  can 
give  for  choosing  plumbing  as  a  career  is  it  had  mechanical  appeal.  I 
was  not  a  green  novice  at  construction  work.  As  a  kid  of  about  twelve, 

I  had  helped  grandfather  with  the  building  activities  on  the  farm  at  Lud- 
Ington,  later  while  at  Uncle  Vic's,  he  contracted  to  have  a  man  build  a 
big  bam  and  again  I  helped.  On  the  Mogen  farm  In  Canada,  I  helped 
with  an  addition  to  the  present  bam.  Working  on  a  farm,  picking  up  ex¬ 
perience  on  repairs  to  buHdlngs  and  machinery  provides  the  ideal  back¬ 
ground  for  an  apprenticeship  in  the  building  trades.  Plumbing  especlaUy 
Is  a  challenge  to  creative  ability,  ingenuity  and  natural  talent  are  never 
more  pronounced  than  In  a  plumbing  Installation.  Few  things  are  more 
beautiful  to  behold  or  appreciated  more  than  a  superbly  designed  colored 
bathroom,  symetrically  laid  out  with  appointments  to  match. 

Trucks  were  now  in  general  use  In  Chicago,  however,  there  were 
no  machines  to  dig  trenches  or  break  concrete  walls  or  paving.  I  worked 
for  a  large  firm  In  the  loop  which  employed  gangs  of  Italians  and  Irishmen 
to  perform  the  laboring  chores  for  the  plumbers.  On  a  Transit  Company 
garage,  on  the  west  side  of  Chicago,  we  were  about  2  0  plumbers  and 
laborers  In  the  crew;  besides  myself,  there  was  another  apprentice 
called  "Slim."  Slim  was  tall,  wore  thick  glasses  and  gave  evidence  of 
being  slightly  neurotic.  We  worked  a  5-1/2  day  week  and  were  paid  on 
Saturday  noon.  Slim  made  the  trip  to  the  loop  office  on  the  street  cars  to 
bring  out  our  checks.  Then  came  a  Saturday  noon  and  no  Slim,  he  had 
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forged  the  checks  and  absconded.  Six  months  later  I  accidently  met  Slim 
In  the  foyer  of  the  YMCA  Hotel  on  Wabash  Avenue  where  I  was  staying. 

We  talked  a  few  minutes,  then  Slim  changed  the  conversation  to,  "I  sup¬ 
pose  you  are  going  to  turn  me  in."  1  replied,  "You  better  get  out  of  here. 
Slim,  that  man  over  there  is  a  house  detective."  Slim  had  been  a  good 
worker  and  we  had  been  buddies  on  the  Job,  he  was  now  being  hunted  by 
the  law. . . .  What  would  you  have  done  ? 

In  192  4,  I  worked  on  a  48  story  addition  to  the  Morrison  Hotel  in 
the  Chicago  loop,  this  building  was  then  touted  to  be  the  world's  tallest 
hostelry.  I  recall  that  over  the  Memorial  Day  weekend,  the  plumbing 
boss.  Ole  Olson,  and  myself  were  selected  to  test  out  the  new  plumbing 
In  a  ten  floor  section  and  to  make  necessary  repairs  to  pass  city  in¬ 
spection  after  the  holiday.  We  worked  the  entire  72  hours  without  sleep 
but  the  seriousness  of  our  dedication  was  somewhat  disrupted  by  a  series 
of  distracting  amorous  rendezvous.  Holiday  guests  staying  at  the  hotel 
came  to  their  rooms  and  became  so  oblivious  In  their  affections  toward 
each  other  that  they  neglected  to  pull  the  shades.  Their  rooms  were 
across  a  small  open  court,  each  time  a  room  lighted,  Olson  and  I  did  the 
gentlemanly  thing  and  "looked  the  other  way."  Notwithstanding  some 
interruption  in  our  work,  we  finished  our  designated  task  on  time.  The 
holiday  weekend  had  been  profitable,  financially  and  "culturally." 

My  boss,  Olson,  often  spoke  of  his  daughters  and  invited  me  to 
visit  his  home,  I  was  suspicious  of  his  true  objective.  Each  time  I  fab¬ 
ricated  alibis  but  once  I  could  not  escape.  Olsons  lived  on  the  far  north 
west  side  in  a  modest  home,  they  had  three  children.  Margaret  was  the 
oldest,  about  19  or  20,  and  fair  of  face  and  form.  We  went  out  together 
only  once,  Margie  was  a  desirable  companion  and  I  could  have  "fallen" 
for  her  if  I  had  not  already  had  a  sweetheart  in  Peoria.  While  on  this 
hotel  job  I  purchased  my  first  car,  a  used  192  3  model  "T"  Ford  two  door 
sedan,  it  was  tall  resembling  a  stage  coach.  It  was  in  poor  mechanical 
condition  so  I  prevailed  on  Dad  and  Ingvar  to  overhaul  it  for  me  at  home. 

I  made  frequent  trips  to  my  "heroine"  friend  in  Peoria  who  was  still  work¬ 
ing  for  the  telephone  company.  About  this  time,  I  passed  the  city  and 
state  Journeyman  Plumber  examinations,  I  had  been  forewarned  that  the 
joint  wiping  would  be  the  most  critical  part.  In  preparation  I  set  up 
practice  joints  at  home  in  Elgin  and  worked  diligently  with  the  hot  solder 
on  every  available  weekend.  I  was  worried  about  getting  my  license  as 
I  had  not  served  the  minimum  time  in  apprenticeship  and  was  keenly  aware 
that  I  was  not  a  competent  plumber  as  yet.  However,  I  passed  the  exami¬ 
nations  and  I  began  to  draw  journeyman's  pay  of  $1.25  per  hour  at  once. 

By  this  time  Ingvar  also  had  quit  the  Western  Electric  Co.  and 
wanted  to  be  a  plumber,  he  followed  the  same  course  as  I.  He  worked 
briefly  in  Chicago,  but  quit  to  work  for  firms  in  Elgin  and  Aurora.  Ernest 
continued  at  the  Cicero  plant  of  Western  Electric  Company,  he  was  taking 
a  training  course  in  tool  making. 
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Now  things  were  getting  serious  between  my  blonde  friend  In  Peoria 
and  myself.  To  dispense  with  the  long  drives  and  with  bothersome  writing, 
I  moved  to  Peoria  In  the  fall  of  1924.  I  transferred  to  the  Peoria  plumber's 
union  and  immediately  had  several  opportunities  to  work.  In  the  late  win¬ 
ter  work  became  slack,  for  two  months  I  drove  44  miles  one  way  (88  miles 
per  day)  to  Bloomington,  Ill.  Here,  I  did  nothing  but  lead  wiping  on  a 
hotel  job.  After  this,  I  worked  on  the  Marquette  Hotel  In  Peoria  which 
work  lasted  until  the  summer  of  192  6.  This  ended  my  work  in  Peoria. 

Let  us  back  up  to  Christmas  week,  192  5.  On  a  Saturday  morning, 
Nadine  and  I,  without  formal  announcement,  drove  in  the  model  "T"  to 
Elgin;  on  the  way  we  stopped  at  the  Courthouse  hi  Geneva  for  a  license, 
and  were  married  a  few  hours  later  In  Elgin  at  the  parsonage  of  the  Lutheran 
pastor,  his  wife  and  a  neighbor  lady  were  witnesses.  We  had  no  honey¬ 
moon,  on  Christmas  day  we  returned  to  Peoria,  where  we  had  an  apartment 
upstairs  at  Nadine's  folks. 

Nadine  worked  at  the  telephone  company  only  a  few  weeks  after  our 
marriage.  Work  was  not  plentiful,  I  thought  job  opportunities  would  be 
better  near  Elgin  so  we  left  Peoria  In  the  summer  of  192  6,  and  moved  into 
the  upstahs  apartment  at  Grandma's  in  Elgin.  Dad  and  Stepmother  lived 
on  the  fhst  floor  as  Grandma  had  been  seriously  ill  for  several  months, 
she  succumbed  on  December  3,  192  6. 

When  I  came  from  Minnesota  at  Christmas  time,  192  1,  I  had  saved 
$1500.  The  fhst  doHars  came  from  picking  strawberries  in  Michigan  at  a 
penny  a  quart,  next  I  worked  in  Minnesota  for  room  and  board,  working 
extra  for  neighbors  to  earn  spending  money.  With  more  age  and  experience 

1  was  able  to  demand  15-45  dollars  per  month.  Because  I  had  been  so 
sacrificing  in  accumulating  these  fhst  dollars,  I  was  loathe  to  spend  it 
unwisely.  Hence  In  1922  ,  when  Dad  first  tried  to  interest  me  in  the  In¬ 
vestment  of  stocks,  I  was  fearful  of  possible  loss. 

In  the  early  twenties.  Father  became  a  student  of  the  stock  market. 
He  diagnosed  proposed  legislation  pending  in  Washington  and  consulted 
diverse  economy  graphs  for  trends ,  plus  manufacturing  and  production 
indexes  as  a  barometer  to  the  future.  He  subscribed  to  a  Wall  Street 
telegraph  service  and  always  acted  with  an  assurance  that  his  moves  had 
good  potentialities.  Hunches  played  no  part  in  his  selections. 

By  the  year  192  3,  at  the  age  of  2  1 ,  I  had  a  $2  500  bank  account  and 
Dad  made  me  the  proposition  that  If  I  would  follow  his  advice  In  buying  a 
couple  stocks,  he  would  guarantee  that  I  would  suffer  no  loss.  I  bought 

2  0  shares  of  White  Motor  Truck  with  his  approval,  I  sold  It  a  month  later 
at  a  $300  profit.  This  initial  success  led  to  a  sequence  of  transactions 
with  relative  profits.  During  this  time  the  entire  Wall  Street  listing  was 
experiencing  an  extended  "bull"  market,  quotations  rose  progressively 
week  after  week  with  only  minor  stabilizing  setbacks. 
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Dad  had  a  few  hundred  shares  of  Cities  Service,  it  was  "performing" 
better  than  most  others .  The  company  had  a  convenient  plan  whereby 
stockholders  could  add  to  their  holdings  by  buying  more  shares  as  funds 
became  available.  I  bought  heavily  of  this  stock  and  for  many  years 
Invested  every  surplus  dollar.  With  quarterly  stock  dividends  ,  and  period¬ 
ical  stock  splits,  my  holdings  pyramided  rapidly  in  a  manner  that  subse¬ 
quently  led  to  having  too  many  eggs  in  one  basket.  Thus  frugality  incul¬ 
cated  as  a  youngster  was  Instrumental  in  my  amassing  a  small  fortune  of 
more  than  $2  5,000  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  Then  came  the  192  9 
collapse  of  the  stock  market  which  Induced  millionaires  on  Wall  Street 
to  take  their  lives  by  Jumping  from  windows  of  tall  buildings.  Stocks 
listed  at  $100  before  the  crash,  were  quoted  at  $10  a  few  weeks  later. 
Shares  of  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  and  Cities  Service,  to  men¬ 
tion  two  examples,  burst  like  a  balloon,  plummeting  from  highs  of  around 
$100  to  $4.00  per  share.  Ironically,  I  was  reduced  to  the  level  of  those 
who  had  been  careless  and  had  spent  their  every  cent.  I  salvaged  less 
than  a  thousand  dollars  from  my  investments .  I  did  not  greatly  mind  the 
loss  of  paper  profits,  but  this  wiped  out  many  years  of  toil  at  low  wages, 
it  was  a  staggering  blow.  However,  I  had  gambled  and  lost. 

The  stock  market  crash  did  not  only  affect  Investors,  but  subse¬ 
quently  paralized  the  national  economy.  Factories  closed.  Jobs  became 
non-existent  and  long  lines  formed  for  welfare  assistance .  This  condition 
did  not  ease  for  nearly  three  years  .  Building  construction  came  to  a  stand¬ 
still  in  1930  and  I  could  find  no  work  which  Induced  me  to  start  my  own 
plumbing  business.  Work  was  scarce  at  first  but  I  managed  to  eke  out  a 
living.  However,  each  Job  led  to  another  and  in  six  months  1  was  busy 
most  of  the  time.  I  recall  Thanksgiving  Day,  1930,  I  installed  a  deep 
sewer  from  the  street  into  a  new  house,  the  digging  was  sandy  and  the 
walls  of  the  ditch  would  not  stand  long  without  caving  in.  To  speed  the 
operation,  Nadine  worked  as  my  helper  by  lowering  the  materials  to  me 
with  a  rope.  Soon  after  this  Job,  I  took  a  partner.  Ingvar  had  worked  but 
a  few  days  in  several  months  and  I  offered  him  a  50%  interest  in  my  enter¬ 
prise.  Thereafter  the  business  name  was  changed  to  Carlson  Brothers 
Plumbing  and  Heating. . . .  thirty  years  later  the  same  name  stood. 

The  half  way  point  has  now  been  reached  in  my  story.  The  years 
1917-  1932  had  been  hectic,  what  memories  they  hold.  It  seems  that  the 
next  fifteen  years  could  not  present  so  many  hurdles. 
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PART  THREE 


Age  30-45 
1932  -  1947 


Dad  was  living  In  retirement  in  California,  he  too  sustained  severe 
losses,  especially  In  the  curtailment  of  dividend  Income,  however,  he 

investors.  He  could  recall  the  recession 
ol  1893  when  he  was  nearly  penniless  and  without  a  Job  while  living  in 
Chicago.  He  and  a  friend  frequented  saloons,  bought  a  nickel  beer  and 
men  proceeded  to  make  a  meal  on  the  free  lunch,  finally  becoming  so 
destitute  that  both  walked  home  to  Elgin,  a  distance  of  almost  forty 

miles.  He  often  admonished  during  the  lush  twenties,  "be  careful  these 
times  cannot  last."  ' 

When  the  bubble  burst  on  Wall  Street,  Dad  had  turned  conservative. 
For  diversification,  he  had  switched  most  of  his  portfolio  Into  high  grade 
^nds  and  preferred  stocks,  I  would  estimate  that  less  than  half  of  his 
holdings  were  in  common  stocks,  in  the  latter  he  was  heavy  with  Elgin 
*  fi?  and  Cities  Service,  I  have  mentioned  these  companies  before  and 
told  how  they  floundered  like  a  pierced  balloon .  While  dividend  and 
Interest  payments  were  greatly  reduced  or  canceled  by  all  companies. 

Dad  received  sufficient  Income  from  this  source  to  weather  the  storm. 

In  1930,  when  Ingvar  and  I  began  our  business,  Ingvar  was  29  and 
I  was  28.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  we  owned  an  old  Model  "T"  Ford 
pick-up  truck,  a  few  tools  and  a  very  small  stock  of  supplies.  We  had 
no  capital  other  than  our  life  Insurance  policies  which  we  both  had  taken 
out  with  New  York  Life  while  working  on  farms  near  Granada  in  1919  on 
these  we  borrowed  the  limit.  Ingvar  had  natural  talent  as  a  salesman 
and  our  business  grew  progressively.  I  found  myself  a  better  collector 
ot  delinquent  accounts  which  is  a  wholly  disagreeable  task.  The  course 
we  had  chosen  was  extremely  rugged,  we  sacrificed  our  best  years  to 
get  started.  Reward  came  when  we  had  won  many  customers  among  the 
prominent  families  of  the  city  who  owned  considerable  property  In  1938 
as  partners,  Ingvar  and  I  "branched  out"  by  purchasing  our  first  apart-  ' 
ment  building.  After  attaining  moderate  success  we  plunged  deeper  Into 
more  real  estate  investments  and  in  most  instances  our  judgment  was 
good.  Ingvar  has  related  our  Joint  ventures  in  real  estate  so  I  will  not 
repeat  our  "shoe  string"  financing  and  further  sacrifices. 

In  December  of  1939,  my  wife  and  I  made  plans  to  visit  Dad  for  a 
week,  then  make  a  circuitous  tour  through  Mexico  before  returning  home 
to  Elgin,  Before  Christmas,  we  purchased  a  16  mm  movie  camera  and 
took  considerable  footage  around  home  of  the  families  of  Ingvar  and 
Ernest.  In  one  scene  we  all  stood  in  a  group  with  hands  waving  to 

Indl^te  a  salutary  greeting  to  Dad,  Nadine  and  I  took  this  fUm  along 
to  show  him. 
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bna  es  BBW  lavpid  .seanttud  wo  napad  I  bna  xavpnl  nadw  ^OCei  nl 
b»*l  *T*  loboM  bio  na  banwo  aw  xaay  ieiil  edi  lo  boa  adi  lA  .8S  saw  t 
bad  aW  .eailqqua  lo  ioola  liama  yiav  a  bna  slool  wal  a  ,;(oui}  qu-ioiq 
naifj  bad  died  aw  dotdw  aaioiioq  aonamani  alii  luo  oadi  ladlo  lailqao  on 
no  »61fil  ol  abanaiO  laan  aanai  no  pni;(x>w  alidw  alU  iioY  wan  dliw  iuo 
namBalaa  a  aa  inalal  lauulan  bad  xAvpnl  .Jloiil  adJ  bawonod  aw  asadi 
loioaliuo  laliod  a  lladYOi  bouol  1  .Ylavleaaxpoiq  waip  BBanlaud  iuo  bna 
aavioo  adT  .iaal  aidaeaipa&ib  yilodw  a  ai  doldw  aj/uioooa  ifiaupnilab  lo 
ol  aiaay  laad  luo  baoliiioaa  aw  ^bappui  yldmoiixa  caw  nasodo  bad  aw 
adi  pnotna  aiomosauo  ^asm  now  b£d  aw  nadw  amao  biawa^  .baiiata  lap 
,8C€i  id  .Ytioqoiq  aldai^itnoo  banwo  odw  yiio  adl  io  aaiUmai  inanlmaiq 
>tiaqa  isiU  luo  pniaadaiuq  .yd  "luo  Ladomnd"  I  bna  lavvnZ  tiiaoiiaq  aa 
olni  laqaab  bapnulq  aw  aaaooua  alaiobom  pninlaiia  lailA  .pnibliud  ioant 
aaw  inampbut  luo  saonaiani  laom  nl  bna  uinaalaavni  at  alas  laai  aiom 
ion  Ulw  1  oa  alaiaa  iaai  ni  aaiuinev  Jniot  luo  balolai  aad  lavpnl  .boop 
.aaoiliioaa  ladnul  bna  pnjonanil  "pniHe  aods"  iuo  iaaqai 


Jf 


a  lol  baG  ilaiv  ot  analq  abam  1  bna  ^Uw  yai  ,6€61  lo  isdmaoaQ  nl 
omod  pnlmuiai  atoiad  ooixoM  dpaoidj  luol  auoiiuoiio  a  oiam  nedi  ,ioow 
bna  eisraao  aivom  nun  91  a  b^^eadoiuq  aw  ^eamleitdD  aiolaH  .nipi3  ol 
bna  lavpnl  lo  ealllmal  adl  lo  amod  bnuenfi  opaiool  aldaiabiaitoo  dool 
ol  pnivaw  abniul  dliw  quoip  a  ni  boola  Ua  aw  onaoa  ano  nl  .laamH 
pnola  mill  Biiit  iool  X  bna  onlbaH  .bad  ot  pnitaaip  Yialulaa  a  aiaolbni 
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In  company  with  Dad  in  California,  we  made  additional  footage  of 
color  movies,  we  visited  Forest  Lawn  and  several  parks  where  cactus  and 
polnsettia  plants  were  in  bloom.  Considering  that  this  was  my  first  attempt 
at  movie  making,  these  shots  were  excellent.  I  rented  a  projector  and  with 
a  "packed  house"  at  Ruth  and  Orland's,  we  put  on  a  show.  Home  movies 
were  an  innovation  at  this  early  date  so  it  was  a  "ball"  for  everyone  to  see 
themselves  "alive"  on  the  screen.  Dad  was  especially  elated  with  the  film 
from  Elgin.  I  had  done  some  editing  on  it  and  titled  it  "Dedicated  to  Dad." 
For  extra  effect  I  had  spliced  in  some  footage  of  Dad's  portrait  when  a 
young  man.  By  coincidence  or  Divine  decree,  these  movies,  made  two 
weeks  before  father's  demise,  are  now  the  most  treasured  pictures  we  have. 

In  California,  we  spent  a  busy  week  with  Dad,  Slgrld,  and  sister 
Ruth.  Dad  was  living  temporarily  at  Seal  Beach.  On  our  last  morning  there. 
Dad  and  I  took  a  walk  on  the  ocean  pier.  In  the  past  Dad  had  made  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  he  feared  the  powerful  drug  he  was  using  for  relief 
from  asthmatic  attacks,  that  one  day  it  would  affect  his  heart.  On  this 
walk,  something  troubled  Dad  and  he  wanted  to  tell  me  about  it.  Perhaps 
he  had  a  premonition  of  a  fatal  attack.  He  had  been  very  active  that  week 
in  showing  us  places  of  interest  and  may  have  been  feeling  tired  and  weak. 
He  started  to  tell  me  about  his  condition,  but  I  would  not  let  him  finish, 

I  said,  "You're  OK,  Dad,  you're  good  for  many  years  yet."  When  we  em¬ 
braced  on  departing,  he  wished  we  would  not  go  on  to  Mexico.  For  a  man 
who  had  been  so  active  and  in  such  good  spirits  during  our  stay,  we  could 
not  comprehend  that  the  end  was  so  near.  In  Mexico  City,  a  week  later, 
we  received  the  heart  rendering  telegram  of  his  fatal  attack.  Dad  was  right, 
we  should  not  have  driven  into  Mexico.  I  drove  the  entire  distance  of  2  400* 
miles  stopping  only  once  to  sleep.  He  died  February  13  ,  1940,  my  brothers 
have  written  more,  to  this  you  are  referred. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  Greek  philosopher  Epictetus. . .  "It  is  un¬ 
reasonable  to  be  grieved  at  things  which  happen  from  the  necessity  of 
nature.  Wise  as  that  statement  may  be,  it  does  not  stem  the  tears  when 
I  think  of  the  devotion  and  sacrifices  Dad  made  for  his  children.  Father 
has  now  been  gone  22  years,  yet  in  my  memory,  his  stature  continues  to 
grow.  Of  my  parents  I  wish  to  relate.  . . .  your  Intentions  were  so  grand 
....  I  trust  you  would  not  be  disappointed  ....  I  am  proud  of  the  heritage 
you  have  given  me  ....  Blessed  be  your  Memory. 

In  1942  ,  all  men  17-45  were  required  to  register  with  their  draft 
board.  I  was  39  and  the  possibility  of  being  drafted  was  imminent.  In 
the  spring  of  1942  ,  the  government  created  a  new  branch  of  the  Navy, 
called  Construction  Battalions,  abbreviated  to  "C  Bees",  these  to  be* com¬ 
parable  to  the  Army  Engineering  Corps.  The  "C  Bees"  had  special  appeal 
to  me  and  I  enlisted  on  May  2  7th  with  the  rating  of  Ship-fitter,  first  class. 

I  was  assigned  to  the  22nd  Battalion  and  ordered  to  report  to  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  for  boot  training.  After  five  weeks,  the  battalion  was  shipped 
across  country  to  California.  The  1100  men  were  placed  on  three  trains, 
for  security  reasons  each  train  took  a  different  route  to  the  west  coast 
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M  >  ^  i 

)o  a\? stool  Isnolttbbs  etsns  sw  .AlmoUJbO  ni  bsG  r^liw  Ynoqmoo  rd  • 
bns  Butoso  aiadw  a^itsq  Iciavos  iw«>  iiw&I  bottelv  sw  tBolvorn  loloo 

msttB  teii)  eisw  at/it  ts/it  polistisnoO  .moold  nt  siaw  atnfilq  sltleaiUoq 
tw  bnfi  iotoe(oiq  fi  boinoi  I  .tnsllvaxo  aiaw  storfe  seaili  alvom  JA 

esivo/n  smoH  .worta  e  no  tt;q  sw  ^B'bnsI'iO  bnc  riJufl  tc  "oBuod  bodoaq*  b 
9Z  ot  enoYiova  loi  •'lied'*  s  zsw  iJ  o«  eteb  vltss  alriJ  ts  nottsvonni  ns  stow 
111  aril  rtilw  balsla  Yilstoaqaa  asw  bsQ  .neaioa  arfi  no  "avUs"  Bavlaamadt 
.bsCI  ot  batsolbsG*'  il  haiJli  bnA  it  no  pnltiba  &moe  anob  bad  1  .otv^  moil- 
s  nadw  tlsiMoq  B'bfiC  lo  amae  fit  baoilqa  bsn  1  toalla  siixa. lo? 

owj  sbsm  «Baivoai  aaadl  «aar>ab  anlvlQ  -to  aonabirnloo  .nsm  ^nuo^ 
vsd  bw  Bbiutolq  baruesaij  taom  adt  won  aos'.aaimab'e'i^fdl^  aiolod  ^aow 

A 


latele  bna  ^bliylB  ^bsG  litiw  iaaw  yaud  s  inaqa  sw  ^sJinoUXsO  nl 
nadt  pnlmom  tesl  luo  nO  .doaa^  Ib»Z  is  vl^tAioqmat  Qnivil  esw  bsCl  .dtuA 
on  abam  bad  bsCl  tasq  adt  nl  .lalq  nsaoo  adJ  no  j(1sw  a  ioot  I  bna  bad 
lallai  lol  cnlaii  a  aw  ad  pinb  luhawcxj  odl  baiaal  ad  tadt  n>al  adt  lo  taioaa 
eJdt  nO  .tiaad  etd  toalla  bluow  n  ^ab  ano  ituii  «e;<oai]a  oitamritaa  moil 
cqadiaA  .il  tuoda  am  Hat  ot  batnaw  ad  bna  bad  balduoit  prUdjamoa  t^isw 
(aaw  lad]  avitoa  'oov  naad  bad  aH  .doalla  lalal  a  lo  noittnomaiq  a  bad  ad 
iaaw  bna  baiJt  pnllaal  naad  avad  ^na  isaiatni  )o  aaoalq  au  eniwoda  ni 
ydslnil  mtd  tai  ton  bluow  I  lud  ^nolltbnoo  aid  tuoda  am  llai  ot  batiata  aH 
-ma  aw  nadW  ".tav  fcia<r{  Yuam  lol  booQ  ai'uoY  ^baO  »XO  ari’uoY"  ^blaa  I 
nam  a  lol  .ooIxaM  ol  no  oe  ton  bluow  aw  badatw  ad  ,pnineqab  no  baoarid 
blifoo  aw  1UO  Qnliub  atiilqa  boop  doua  nl  bna  ovltoa  oe  naad  bad  odw 
,iatal  Maaw  a  ^yilO  oobcoM  nl  .laan  oa  aaw  bna  adt  tadt  bnadaiqmoo  ton 
1^1  «fiw  bad  ,;(oatta  latal  aid  lo  maivalst  snliabnai  tiaad  adt  bavtaoai  aw 
)fS  lo  so/iatalb  S'llt/ia  adt  avoib  I  .ootxaM  oinl  navlib  avad  ton  bluoda  aw 
adtoid  YSi  ^Ot-61  ^Cl  vifundsl  balb  aH  .qaala  ot  aono  ylnQ  onlqqota  aallm 

.banaloi  aia  uoy  atilt  ot  laiom  nattliw  avad 
» 

>nu  al  tl"..  .autatolq^  ladqoaolidq  daaiiD  adt  batata  naad  aeil 

lo  YHsdaoan  stit  moil  naqqad  dot/lw  oenldt  ta  bavaitp  ad  ot  sldanoaaai 
nadw  B1S9]  adt  mata  ton  aaob  tl  «ad  yani  tnamatata  tsilt  aa  oalW  "•aiutan 
ladte*!  .naiblldp' aid  lol  sbam  bsG  aaolltipaa  bna  noltovab  adt  lo  tlnldt  I 
ot  saunllnoo  eiutata  aid  ^YToatBm  ym  nl  lay  tBiaay  SS  anop  naad  won  aed 
bnaie  oa  aiaw  anoltnainl  luoy  •  * .  .atalai  ot  deiw  1  atnaiaq  ym  lO.  .woiy 
ai^atliad  adt  lo  buoiq  ms  I  .  batntoqqaalb  ad  ton  bluow  uoy  tauit  I  . 

.riomaM  mby  ^  baaaald  ....  am  navtp  avad  uoy 


tlaib  iladt  ritlw  latelsai  ol  bailupai  alow  S^-^1  nam  Ua  ,£^91  nl 
'  nl  .fnantmml  aew  batletb  ^nlad  lo  ytllidtaaoq  adt  bna  6C  tew  1  .biaud 
«yvaM  adJ  lo  doaand  wan  a  balaaio  inaramavoQ  adt  lo.^nliqa  adt 

moo  ad  ot  aaadJ  ^  "taaS  O"  ot  batatvaidds  ^enollattad  nottounanoO  ballao 
laaqqa  laloaqa  bad  "aaad  O'*  ai^  .aqioO  tfiUiaanlen3  yonA  adt  ot  aldataq 
laalo  tBUl  «iaiiil-qldB  lo  onltai  adt  dtlw  dJ^S  yaM  no  balalbtu  I  bna  am  o) 
^dlohoM  ot  tioqat  ot  ^labio  bna  nollattafl  bnSS  adt  ot  banyitBa  aaw  1 
baqqlda  aaw  noilettad  adt  «et(aaw  ^vll  latlA  .Qntnleit  food  lol  «alniirdV 
^•nlsit  aaidt  no  b^alq  aiaw  nam  0011  acfT  .sinxiUlaD  ot  yttnuoo  ^aoioa 
,]ti^oo  teaw  adt  ot  oluoi  tnaialUb  a  Xoot  nlait  dosa  anoaaai  ytlmtMia  ic^ 


At  various  checkpoints,  women  worked  in  the  railroad  yards ,  they  attended 
to  many  Jobs  normally  done  by  men.  Our  destination  was  PortHueneme,  an 
advanced  training  base  for  C  Bees.  Port  Hueneme  was  ideally  located  for 
,  the  "liberty  hounds,"  liberty  was  granted  for  half  of  the  battalion  each 
weekend,  it  was  about  forty  mUes  south  to  Los  Angeles  and  an  equal  dis¬ 
tance  north  to  Santa  Barbara.  Hollywood,  Santa  Monica,  Oxnard  and  Ven¬ 
tura  were  in  between,  these  cities  held  many  attractions  for  our  boys.  It 
was  now  definite  that  our  tour  of  service  would  be  in  the  Pacific  Theater, 
where  was  the  big  question. 

After  about  two  months  in  California,  most  of  the  boys  had  seen 
enough  of  that  state  and  were  anxious  for  a  change  of  scenery.  Then  came 
the  issue  of  winter  gear  and  it  was  obvious  we  would  be  shipped  north, 
this  prospect  was  not  popular  with  a  large  segment  of  the  "liberty  hounds" 
but  the  majority  of  the  lads  were  pleased  to  get  a  change  of  any  kind  to 
break  the  monotony.  We  left  California  aboard  two  troop  trains  which 
threaded  their  way  north  through  numerous  tunnels  and  along  winding 
streams  in  the  gorges  between  tall  mountain  sides.  We  skirted  around 
beautiful  snow  covered  Mount  Shasta  and  after  a  couple  days  ended  up  in 
embarkation  barracks  at  Seattle,  Washington.  Speculation  ran  rampant  as 
to  our  ultimate  destination,  a  dozen  places  were  prominently  mentioned, 
none  were  correct.  We  spent  Thanksgiving  Day  at  Seattle  and  many  of  the 
boys  feasted  as  guests  of  sympathetic  families  who  had  forwarded  invita¬ 
tions  to  the  battalion  Commander.  It  rained  almost  every  day  while  here 
and  the  boys  again  preferred  action  to  restriction  to  the  embarkation  area. 
Finally  an  Alaskan  steamer  took  half  of  the  battalion  out  and  returned  ten* 
days  later  for  the  remainder,  I  was  in  the  latter  half.  At  Ketchikan,  we 
were  taken  on  a  march  down  the  short  main  street  to  stretch  the  legs,  after 
another  couple  days  through  the  Alaskan  inner  passage,  we  passed  Juneau 
and  were  landed  at  the  litUe  city  of  Sitka  on  Baronoff  Island.  The  scenery 
had  been  breath-taking  on  the  entire  voyage,  streams  cascaded  down  the 
timbered  mountain  slopes  and  deer  grazed  unmolested  along  the  shore  as 
we  passed  them  by. 

Sitka  was  formerly  the  provincial  capitol  of  Alaska  when  owned  by 
Russia  prior  to  1867.  V^en  alighting  from  the  ship  onto  the  quay  at  Sitka, 
one  first  sees  an  imposing  modern  building  at  the  foot  of  the  main  street, 
over  the  portal  reads  "Alaska  Pioneer  Home."  A  block  further  at  a  fork  in 
the  rutted  street,  stood  an  old  wood  Russian  Orthodox  Church  with  the 
familiar  onion  shaped  spire.  When  we  disembarked  there  were  no  trucks 
at  the  dock  to  haul  our  gear,  we  carried  our  duffel  bags  and  rifles  on  our 
backs  to  the  barracks  more  than  a  mile  beyond  the  town.  It  was  an  ex¬ 
hausted  shipload  of  men  that  dropped  their  gear  at  the  camp  area. 

After  the  first  week  at  Sitka,  I  had  the  singular  honor  of  being  the 
first  man  in  the  battalion  to  be  raised  in  rank,  I  was  promoted  to  Chief 
Petty  Officer.  For  this  advancement  I  was  indebted  to  my  company  com¬ 
mander,  Lt.  William  O'Leary.  In  civilian  life,  Mr.  O'Leary  had  been 
superintendent  of  public  works  in  New  York  City,  from  which  he  had  been 
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bobMiSA  y^tis  tibneybBcnttBi  ods  ai  bi^iow  a»mow  ^aintoqioofb  ei;otiBv  iA 
nft  ^  no%  aew  aolJAal:89b  wO  «ndai  yd  snob  v^simon  sdot  ynem  oi 

lol  b9/ac>ol  yl4ft9fcl  atsw  Aamiumil  Jio^  .zasH  O  TOi  9«ad  pnlalci}  bMofivbii 
rloeo  notlsn^  s/fl  lo  ll5.*{  lol  b9)n«Tp  mtm  Ytrsdll  ymcUl"  t 

-eLb  Iftupo  na  bii0  e^lsonA  zoJi  ol  lUi/oa  ssiioi  tuc^s  anw  it  ^bnoioaw 
-OfiiV  bnfe  bi£nxO  (SotnoM  stnei::  ,boowyJL[oH  ;BifidT6fl  olaaS  oi  fDioa  oonai  [ 
H  .ayod  wo  70\  Boolrosuia  ynsin  bled  aoUio  eeaili  ^iioowlsd  nt  maw  mui 
ollioe^  oili  nt  9d  bli/ow  oolvraa  lo  wo)  wo  isdi  sitnllob  woo  csw 
-  .7  ,  ^  ’  -  A.  I-  noils 9iip  Qld  Oib  sow  oiorfw 

ff99S  bftd  Byod  9fit  lo  teom  ^simolilAO  ni  srfimxn  owi  luoda  loilA  * 

snieo  itorlT  ^yisnaoe  lo  opnarf:}  •  lol  suolxna  eiaw  bns  olAls  lodj  lo  rfpirona 
tillTOn  booqtds  »d  bluow  ow  euoivdo  sow  ii  bns  leao  tolniw  lo  •ysei  aril 
"abntiori  viyo^X**  aril  lo  inacr^ec  apiisi  a  riliw  leJiiqoq  Ion  tsw  loaqsoiq  eiiU 
Ol  bnii  ynfl  lo  epnario  a  iat»  ol  baeeelq  artaw  sbaJ  ail)  lo  yitioiam  aril  lud 
iiotdw  Zfdani  qocra  owl  tnaoda  alrnolilfiO  ilal  aW  .ynolonom  aril  :(eancd 
C^nlbnlw  pnoia  bna  aiaanui  sucioflUin  riqixxtili  /Imn  yaw  ilarii  babasviJ 
b/uicna  baliiria  aW  ,BabtB  mesnuom  (Ib)  naawlod  aayiop  aril  ifl  eaiisariie 
ol  qu  babno  ayab  oiquoo  a  lalla  bna  aiaarfS  inyoM  baiavoo  wona  lullluaad 
86  inaqmin  nay  noileiiuooqS  ,noipnirisaW  ^alllaaS  la  arioaned  notlariiadma 
.banulinam  ytloaninioiq  ayaw  aeoalq  naaob  a  ,iiol}anlleab  aiamiiiy  wo  ol 
aril  lo  ynain  bna  alliaeS  la  yaQ  univi^ariiiBifr  Inaqe  aW  .loanoo  aiaw  anon 
-altvni  babiervnol  bari  oriw  aaitioial  oiiarileqmys  lo  aitaiq?  ea  baiaaal  ayod 
arari  aitriw  yab  yiava  laomla  ba/ilai  ll  .tabnemmoO  notlanad  aril  oi  anoll 
«aaia  noliajharima  aril  oi  noliotiiaai  ol  notioa  banalaiq  ntape  syod  aril  bna 
nai  bamutm  bna  luo  noilatlad  aril  lo  ilari  riool  laraaaia  nariaalA  na  yllanil 
aw  ^nAJtdoSaJt  lA  .Had  laiial  aril  nl  saw  1  ^labnlAmaT  aril  lol  inlal  syab 
laila  aril  cioiaroa  oi  laaiia  at  am  node  aril  nwob  cfoiam  a  no  nario!  aisw 

yaonul  basaaq  aw  ^apasaaq  lanni  nariaelA  aril  ripuoiitl  tyeb  alquoo  lariiona 
•Oanaoa  qtfT  .bnalel  lloncnefl  no  aiiiS  lo  yiio  aliiil  aril  la  babnal  aiaw  bna 
aril  nwob  babaocao  amaana  ,ap0yov  aillna  aril  no  pnirial'itl&aid  naad  bari 
aa  a-sode  aril  pnula  baiaalomiui  bosaiQ  laab  bna  laqoie  nlainoom  baiadmil 

.  yd  marii  bacaaq  aw 

yd  banwo  nariw  oiealA  lo  loiiqao  laiomvoiq  aril  ytiaanol  taw  aMitZ 
,ari]i3  la  yaup  orii  olno  qida  aril  monl  qnlirtpila  narfW  .Vd8l  ol  loliq  slaauJi 
ilaaita  olare  aril  lo  lool  aril  la  pnlbtlud  mabom  piUeoqmi  na  saas  lail)  ano 
nt  riiol  a  la  lariiiut  rioold  A  ".amoH  laanol^  ariaalA*  abaai  lenoq  aril  lavo 
aril  risiw  fbwriO  xoborinO  nalaayff  boow  bio  na  booia  ^loeiia  ballin  aril 
ariotrd  on  aiaw  atari}  baiiadoiaetb  aw  nariW  .ailqB  baqarie  noino  tsiUma) 
uio  AO  saHli  bna  apad  la&ib  wo  bainao  aw  ,taap  wo  iuad  ol  )(oob  aril  la 
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granted  a  leave.  He  was  an  engineer  and  administrator  familiar  with  muni¬ 
cipal  sewer  and  water  installations.  It  was  natural  that  all  pipe  line  work 
should  be  allocated  to  my  C.  O.  and  his  company,  we  subsequently  learned 
this  was  the  main  purpose  for  being  sent  here.  Power  equipment  was  prac¬ 
tically  non-existent,  and  in  some  instances  would  have  been  useless  for 
digging  trenches  down  the  rocky  side  slopes  and  through  the  spongy  muskeg 
of  the  watery  lowlands.  Most  of  the  trenching  was  done  by  manual  labor, 
of  which  we  had  a  good  supply,  however,  the  boys  did  not  take  kindly  to 
it.  They  vented  their  displeasure  by  putting  their  thoughts  into  songs  un¬ 
complimentary  to  Lt.  O'Leary.  Entertainment  on  the  Island  and  in  camp 
left  much  to  be  desired  and  these  songs  conjured  up  a  bit  of  hilarity  that 
became  a  welcome  morale  lifter.  The  lyrics  referred  to  their  shovels  as 
"idiot  sticks  and  goon  spoons,"  and  factiously  congratulated  "Jovial  Bill" 
for  having  been  awarded  these  war  winning  contracts.  Lt.  O'Leary  was 
dedicated  to  the  war  effort  and  would  tolerate  very  little  "goldbricklng. " 

He  usually  appeared  sober  and  stem  which  netted  him  the  nickname  of 
"Jovial  Bill."  Unquestionably,  Lt.  O'Leary  had  held  an  Important  civilian 
position  which  was  reflected  in  his  orders. 

By  tradition.  Navy  officers  have  segregated  quarters,  also  the  chiefs 
live  and  dine  separate  from  the  enlisted  men.  This  class  distinction  is 
dictated  by  the  necessity  for  prompt  execution  of  commands  and  the  coun¬ 
tering  of  disrespect  through  familiarity.  "Jovial  Bill,"  regardless  of  this 
inference,  commanded  the  admiration  of  his  company.  He  and  I  were  on 
the  best  of  terms,  I  was  invited  to  have  coffee  with  him  on  several  occa¬ 
sions.  Among  the  chief  petty  officers,  there  were  those  who  had  falsified 
or  exaggerated  their  qualifications  and  were  Incompetent  and  unreliable. 
Jovial  Bill  was  aware  of  this  almost  from  the  outset.  Important  Jobs  de¬ 
manding  experience  were  mine.  After  the  first  few  weeks,  I  had  chosen 
about  ten  boys  to  work  permanently  with  me,  they  were  aggressive  and 
obedient.  Our  work  was  exacting  and  oftentimes  hazardous  but  by  follow¬ 
ing  instructions  and  despite  their  youth,  we  never  had  an  injury.  Periodi¬ 
cally,  ratings  for  raises  in  rank  and  pay  were  allocated  to  deserving  men, 
it  was  then  a  pleasure  for  me  to  Intercede  for  my  boys.  It  was  my  conten¬ 
tion  that  my  boys  should  have  priority  over  others  less  aggressive  or 
productive,  consequently  my  detail  was  the  envy  of  the  battalion. 

Our  battalion  had  several  assignments  at  Sitka  and  the  islands  in 
the  proximity.  We  primarily  were  here  to  finish  the  uncompleted  contracts 
of  the  large  peacetime  contractor,  Slems-Drake  Co.  They  had  dozens  of 
government  contracts  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  the  Aleutian  chain.  But 
due  to  isolation,  desolation  and  the  weather,  there  had  been  a  continuous 
cycle  of  men  coming  and  going,  progress  had  been  very  slow.  Men  used 
to  the  environment  of  the  States  would  not  long  endure  the  rigors  of  this 
frontier,  it  was  reported  that  compensation  was  double,  yet  few  were 
enticed.  The  Slems-Drake  Co.  used  old  passenger  liners  as  floating 
hotels  to  house  and  feed  their  men,  one  such  ship  was  tied  to  the  dock 
at  Sitka.  Geographically,  Alaska  proper  was  not  in  a  war  zone,  but  never¬ 
theless,  we  received  extra  "overseas  pay."  It  is  my  observation  that  the 
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government  took  advantage  of  our  military  status  to  finish  caritical  defense 
contracts.  Thus  for  the  next  seven  months  we  executed  work  that  had 
been  impractical  with  civilian  employees . 

Sunday  held  no  special  consideration  on  the  Navy  calendar,  every 
day  was  the  same  and  soon  the  boys  lost  all  count  of  the  days.  In  1942  , 
we  worked  as  usual  on  Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  duty  here,  we  received  liberty  one  day  in  eight.  The  town  was 
small  so  only  a  few  hundred  men  could  be  permitted  dally  to  frequent  the 
few  haunts.  Many  of  the  boys  privileged  to  go  out,  chose  to  go  fishing 
or  just  laid  in  the  "sack,"  Sitka,  gambling  was  the  chief  pastime,  at 
the  smoke  filled  "Silver  Foam"  and  other  bars  the  chairs  at  the  tables 
seldom  cooled.  I  had  my  own  pastime. . . .  that  of  taking  pictures.  It  was 
not  cold  here,  but  there  was  little  sun,  it  rained  or  snowed  about  every 
day.  It  was  very  disagreeable  to  almost  continuously  work  in  the  rain,  we 
wore  four  buckle  artlcs  and  rubberized  pants  and  jackets  for  the  duration. 

Our  main  project  here  was  to  finish  building  a  dam  In  the  mountains 
about  four  miles  from  town  and  run  a  12  inch  wood  pipe  line  to  connect 
with  the  municipal  water  system  of  Sitka,  which  in  turn  supplied  water  to  - 
the  SITKA  NAVAL  AIR  BASE  which  was  located  across  the  bay  on  another 
Island  called  Japonsky.  Facilities  there  were  expanding  necessitating 
additional  water  especially  for  fire  protection.  I  had  little  to  do  with  the 
installation  of  the  12"  wood  line  from  the  dam.  My  detail  was  engaged 
in  welding  fittings  for  changes  in  direction,  and  to  make  service  branches, 
tees,  valves  and  bypasses.  Also,  we  acted  as  trouble  shooters  in  the 
repair  of  leaks  and  replacement  of  defective  sections  of  pipe. 

Sitka,  like  all  cities  near  camps,  had  its  "off  limit"  for  military 
personnel.  In  this  instance  it  was  the  native  section.  The  native  girls 
were  called  "Klutches,"  some  of  these  were  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  our 
"brass."  Our  camp  area  was  close  to  town  and  did  not  have  any  fence 
surrounding  it,  it  was  restricted  to  all  civilians,  any  visitor  would  have 
to  be  logged  in  at  the  O.  D.'s  office  (officer  of  the  day).  However,  the 
Klutches  bypassed  this  formality  and  infiltrated  almost  at  will.  It  was 
one  of  these  females  that  caused  me  to  acquire  some  premature  grey  hair 
in  a  later  episode. 

In  a  few  months  the  new  water  line  from  the  dam  was  complete  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  "tie-in"  to  the  Sitka  water  system  which  also  served  the  Air 
Base  across  the  bay.  My  detail  was  awaiting  a  rise  in  temperature  to 
make  this  final  connection.  It  was  a  critical  Job  in  that  all  water  supplies 
to  both  Islands  would  be  shut  off  for  five  hours,  from  midnight  to  5a.m. 
Except  for  one  elevated  storage  tank,  there  was  no  fire  protection.  My 
men  and  I  rehearsed  our  routine,  the  excavation  was  complete,  necessary 
pipe,  valves,  fittings  and  equipment  were  in  readiness.  We  laid  in  the 
sack  on  the  day  of  the  night  ordeal  to  be  well  rested.  The  timetable  called 
for  all  valves  to  be  closed  at  midnight  and  five  minutes  thereafter  the  drain 
line  into  the  bay  would  be  opened  to  allow  us  to  go  to  work.  Each  man 
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)cnew  precisely  what  to  do,  all  were  to  report  at  the  excavation  at  0015. 
Jovial  BUI  displayed  apprehension  when  he  queried,  "Chief,  are  you  sure 
the  water  wUl  be  turned  on  In  time  ?"  I  had  no  Uluslons  about  having  no 
time  to  spare  but  I  assured  him  that  all  risks  had  been  calculated  and  that 
we  would  meet  the  deadline.  At  that  moment  I  had  underestimated  one 
thing...  the  designs  of  a  Klutch. 

On  the  night  of  the  "tle-ln,"  I  dispatched  men  to  their  designated 
valves  on  the  two  islands  In  ample  time,  the  scene  of  our  work  was  an 
excavation  In  the  street  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  native  section 
and  adjoining  white  population.  One  of  the  valves  was  located  down  the 
street  at  the  other  extreme  of  the  Indian  quarter,  I  loaned  my  Jeep  to  a 
fellow  called  Russel  to  expedite  the  closing  of  that  valve.  All  was  going 
as  per  plan  and  we  all  anticipated  being  back  in  camp  early,  with  possibly 
a  day  of  liberty  as  a  bonus.  At  this  point  It  was  apparent  that  a  supply 
valve  was  not  holding  tight  as  there  was  no  decrease  In  distance  the  drain 
water  was  shooting  out  Into  the  bay.  Another  fifteen  precious  minutes 
passed,  all  the  boys  were  accounted  for  except  Rusty.  It  was  evident  that 
he  had  met  with  difficulty  and  I  became  concerned.  It  was  a  half  mile  to 
where  he  had  gone  and  I  ran  all  the  way.  I  found  my  Jeep  and  In  the  moon¬ 
light  stood  a  Klutch,  she  was  conversing  with  someone  down  In  the  manhole. 
Rusty  was  in  the  pit  struggling  feebly  with  the  wheel  of  the  valve.  I  cannot 
be  sure  of  what  had  transpired  but  Russel  was  almost  demobilized  by  liquor 
and  I  had  to  boost  him  out  of  the  hole,  he  did  not  know  which  way  to  turn 
the  valve.  The  hour  lost  was  a  critical  one  and  from  that  time  on,  it  was 
a  race  against  the  clock. 

It  was  15  minutes  beyond  the  appointed  hour  of  five  when  the  valves 
were  reopened  and  the  new  source  filled  the  mains.  Back  In  camp  I  reported 
to  Lt.  O'Leary  that  the  job  had  been  "secured"  but  he  was  not  In  a  jovial 
mood.  After  five  a,  m.  (0500),  he  had  been  besieged  with  angry  phone  calls 
from  city  officials  and  the  Island  Commands  demanding  an  explanation  for 
the  lack  of  water  and  emphasizing  the  fire  hazard  involved.  I  did  not  report 
Russel,  he  was  not  a  regular  member  of  my  crew  and  was  a  sort  of  Irrespon¬ 
sible  young  man.  Possibly  he  should  not  have  been  entrusted  with  such  an 
"Intricate"  job  as  closing  a  valve.  However,  Russel  can  be  grateful  to  me 
for  not  having  to  spend  the  next  30  days  In  solitary  confinement  or  worse 
for  his  consortatlon. 

Like  In  a  barrel  of  apples.  In  a  battalion  of  1100  men  hastily  indoc¬ 
trinated,  many  bad  specimens  will  be  found.  Ever  since  boot  camp  In 
Virginia  where  most  of  the  misfits  were  culled  out  and  sent  home,  there  had 
been  a  continuous  separation  of  undesirables.  At  Sitka,  six  months  after 
activation,  dozens  of  men  were  returned  to  the  States  and  replacements 
received  in  due  time.  Many  of  the  men  had  criminal  records  which  pre¬ 
cluded  their  services  as  enlisted  men.  The  Navy  has  been  traditionally 
intolerant  of  tainted  enlistees,  that  one  bad  apple  will  contaminate 
another. 
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I  was  Involved  Indirectly  In  a  very  serious  wartime  crime  at  Sitka 
that  may  be  worth  relating.  All  chiefs  took  their  turn  at  night  in  the  O.D.'s 
office  as  "Officer  of  the  Day,"  The  duty  consisted  mainly  of  answering 
the  phone,  logging  in  and  out  those  who  had  been  granted  passes,  record 
reports  from  the  shore  patrol  and  oversee  the  change  of  guards.  Fighting, 
drunkenness,  and  trespassing  in  "off  limit"  zones  by  boys  on  liberty  made 
up  the  bulk  of  the  entries .  Reports  had  to  be  accurately  entered  as  the  log 
book  was  used  In  meting  out  punishment  by  the  constabulary.  One  night, 
close  to  2400,  “Jovial  Bill"  went  to  the  dam  to  check  on  a  night  crew.  As 
he  neared  the  dam  he  found  a  guardhouse  on  fire,  he  investigated  and  found 
an  Army  lad  drunk  and  lying  on  the  floor.  Jovial  Bill  dragged  him  to  safety 
but  his  rifle  and  other  articles  were  consumed.  The  report  was  quite 
lengthy.  Destruction  of  government  property  is  in  Itself  a  grave  offense. 
According  to  the  Articles  of  War,  to  be  intoxicated  while  on  guard  duty 
thereby  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  thousands  of  men  is  punishable  by  death 
before  a  firing  squad.  The  court  martial  came  up  two  months  later,  the 
Army  boy  was  dishonorably  discharged  and  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  in  Kansas. 

CXir  work  at  Sitka  was  subsequently  "secured"  but  this  was  no  re¬ 
spite,  with  the  easing  of  the  work  schedule  came  the  resumption  of  "push¬ 
ups,"  close  order  drill  and  hikes  with  light  pack  to  remote  parts  of  the 
Island.  The  boys  disliked  these  maneuvers  more  than  work.  However, 
they  should  have  imbibed  lustily  of  the  beauties  of  nature  here  and  of  the 
scant  luxuries  and  entertainment  afforded  at  the  Sitka  Naval  Air  Station. 

Our  unit  was  soon  to  depart  for  a  place  with  neither  trees  or  habitation. 

On  Baranoff  Island  there  was  an  abundance  of  scenic  beauty.  When 
the  sun  shone  on  the  flake  laden  branches  of  the  bountiful  fir  trees  and  the 
swift  streams  flowed  almost  concealed  beneath  a  mantle  of  snow,  nature 
was  at  its  magnificent  peak,  it  was  indeed. . . .  pretty  as  a  Christmas  post 
card.  The  main  street  of  Sitka  at  the  far  extreme,  ended  at  the  gateway  to 
the  Sitka  National  Forest,  near  the  entrance  stood  dozens  of  giant  totem 
poles,  the  forest  within  was  perpetually  dark  and  hordes  of  king  size  mos¬ 
quitoes  infested  the  soggy  confines. 

Lumbering  and  fishing  were  the  chief  industries  of  Baronoff  Island. 
All  the  hundreds  of  Islands  off  the  mainland  of  Alaska  are  rich  in  timber, 
lumber  known  to  the  trade  as  "Sitka  Spruce"  is  produced  here.  Rafts  of 
these  logs  cluttered  the  labyrinth  of  island  channels,  awaiting  towing  to 
the  mill  at  Sitka.  Halibut  claimed  the  attention  of  the  stateside  gamblers. 
Most  of  these  fishermen  did  not  own  a  boat,  five  or  six  men  would  form  a 
partnership  and  charter  a  vessel  at  Seattle.  With  a  bit  of  luck,  each,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  could  "net"  5,000  dollars,  however,  there 
were  other  years  of  varying  success. 

By  June  of  1943,  our  projects  were  finished.  Scuttle-butt  had  It 
that  we  were  going  to  head  back  to  the  States ,  heavy  betting  took  place 
based  on  hope  and  wild  fabrications.  At  this  time  I  had  been  asked  by 
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Above  left:  One  of  many  Totem  Poles  In  Sitka  National  Forest 
Above  right:  Chief  Shlpfltter  A.  F.  Carlson  #6  1 1-2  6-50 


Residential  area  of  white  population  in  city  of  Sitka  on  the  Island  of  Baranof, 
city  was  formerly  provincial  capltol  when  Alaska  was  owned  by  Russia, 
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Camp  area  of  22nd  Construction  Battalion 


Shipload  of  wood  pipe 


Heavily  bearded  operator  was  bald  on  top 


1  ^  , 
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MlilUia*  MOltotrdtnoO  b«Sl  ki  Mfi« 


QM  (%>  Mud  «M»  b^UiO  ill'  omit  1. 


Prime  objective  was  construction  of  a  complete  airport 


One  of  eight  hangers  to  adjoin  the  runways 
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*  MAOif  Ui  tU  llA* 


M  .T.va^C 

\e.  UT'^:  <v 


no^tlA  •MlqatOO  •  ho  lHAIdtnJSAOD  MW  •vlH»»(«la  miHV 


«i(aw(un  «i1f  niottMi  61  aiav^ixf  Idol*  V  viH) 


■•  * 


I  ■ 


*< 


To  the  Interested  reader: 


Recognizing  that  the  contents  of  this  book  are  for  family  reading,  the  military  pictures 
entered  herein  have  been  selected  for  being  devoid  of  offensiveness  and  Impropriety.  Some 
of  these  pictures  and  many  others  taken  by  the  writer  can  be  found  In  the  flies  of  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 


The  next  three  pages  have  been  Included  herein  only  after  all  pros  and  cons  had  been 
carefully  weighed.  Perhaps  at  no  time  heretofore  has  such  a  document  as  this  ever  been 
reproduced  having  such  a  climatic  ending,  and  It  has  not  been  without  some  risk  of  being 
summoned  before  the  Mast  that  I  have  secreted  this  Information  from  our  Military  Intelligence 
--  Department,  However,  Its  content  was  not  known  until  recent  years  and  It  Is  to  be  supposed 
^  that  It  would  have  divulged  little  of  military  value  except  to  corroborate  that  which  they  already 
N  knew. 


As  everyone  must  know,  souvenir  hunting  Is  the  chief  pastime  of  the  victors  wherever 
tlie  enemy  Is  engaged  and  annihilated.  Items  most  commonly  found  were  2  5  caliber  rifles  and 
V  an  occasional  officer's  sword  and  national  flags  of  the  "rising  sun,"  also  highly  treasured 
(and  salable)  were  watches,  cameras  and  binoculars.  Perhaps  the  rarest  fhid  of  all  would  be 
a  diary,  for  two  reasons;  first,  because  It  Is  usually  forbidden  to  entertain  one  In  wartime; 
and  secondly,  such  a  person  would  normally  destroy  It  to  prevent  It  from  falling  Into  the  hands 
;  of  the  enemy.  In  this  Instance  It  can  be  assumed  that  the  officer  Intended  that  It  be  found 


and  that  somehow  his  loved  ones  would  learn  of  his  last  thoughts. 


. 


The  Japanese  headquarters  for  the  Attu  campaign  was  on  the  sandy  beach  at  Chicago! 
Harbor  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Island  from  Massacre  Btiy  which  was  the  main  port  (had 
deeper  water).  Their  command-post  at  Chicago!  was  a  number  of  small  rooms  or  excavations 
■dug  down  In  the  sand  so  that  only  a  hatchway  opening  In  the  roof  or  celling  was  visible  and 
even  that  was  camouflaged.  With  flashlight  In  hand  I  descended  Into  tlie  dark  Interior  of  these 
caves  where  many  bodies  lay  In  a  uniform  row  as  If  the  mass  suicide  had  been  carried  through 
.according  to  a  plan. 


At  the  side  of  one  of  the  officers,  covered  with  litter,  I  found  the  aforementioned  pocket 
diary  and  a  picture;  for  fear  of  confiscation  I  did  not  mention  It  to  anyone  during  the  war  and 
It  was  not  until  1955  that  an  educated  man  of  Japanese  descent  was  recommended  to  me  for  the 
translation  of  my  prize.  He  was  an  office  employee  In  the  export  division  of  the  hiternatlonal 
Harvester  Company  In  Chicago;  his  work  Is  reproduced  on  the  followliig  pages  as  received. 

It  is  my  fervent  hope  that  my  Jap  collaborator  has  since  contacted  the  medic's  family. 


\ 


tO  "iN 
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b«iMiiiial  •ill  <ft 
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''*r<;t'  ■■ 

••IU19I4  V^MiUm  9t^  .eaib»0!  yUm«l  lO)  •!«  iood  tlitl  to  (liioi.'icia  vOj  iinis 
«dR>&  .Xi'^KKnqflM  bn*  •••iwvitfMHo  lo  biovsb  v(U*d  -kA  b«i3*l*«  a**^  •vArt  nt«w<t  tmuanm 
VvnH  litb  ko  ••lit  »i<>  ni  bm>oi  W  tuo  h$utn  <*0  ^  miAi  •is.’tlo  yo^a  Ntc'ttnwi^lY  ••All  lo 

.  BiMO  bo*  abuY  to  m»0vi8 

u*d  boH  anoo  b<ifc  fcan  11*  »ort*  vImo  <it«Mii  bobuluru  iwo^  •vmI  ••o«<|  Anilt  ix»n  ottt 

itMil  lav*  aid]  ••  t.t^Mwoob  *  uo  I*  .baUpiim  tilwl*i«o 

«Rl«a  U.  jJ«4i  o«oa  Jnoiinw  >i«Af  ton  «frd  b.i*  ,vnlt,ui  ;>U*:4ilto  e  Ibuf  biKv*.i  t«MUy»;»i 
•snavllJotni  vtAilUM  two  (nird  aoitammiiu  il<U  b*i»-o^a  ovAl  I  iMii  liaM  vii  vicAmA  banoMaua 
boao^avA'Ml  ol  at  rt  ba*  b»«c»t^iAu  iTitrtoai  too  a«w  Inv/nco  «lt  ,i*v«woH  .  tnoi'^naqaa 
^Ybnirtf*  Y^di  doKti^  imU  •^tftouonao  ot  mtott*  oul^  Y>«}>U«>  1»  alJiil  b»;dM>«tl.«v&d  hkiu*  a<J«ll 

.  a  ••  ' 

••vatortw*  etotbty  *4110  Wrt*  mI}  «t  ^tnud  ilnovuot  ,«ruru(  lawai  •noYivvo  lA 

bn*  (•(lit  isdilns  it  atww  biutol  'ttm-tuaoo  taoa  amasf  .bMAtiiltan*  hno  t>«p*oft*  af  odi 

b«tuar~‘>u  o'<1a  piilAli*  •di  to  apbtl  (mioUaii  bn*  biowe  a’lAOtl^  Ituiultfnbao  nt>  ^ 

ad  Muow  ko  bull  i*m*i  oiU  WfilkiyS  .niUuoonId  bn*  aaioiRbb  ^Mtfolim  aww  l*kl*l*a  fcnn) 
•urninuMt  mi  mk<  olbiuino  ol  naeUrfwt  tU^bitu  aJ  it  •ii/aood  .iml  :iuib«Mn  owi  u)  .vwtb  • 
abnid  *rti  yim  cnillfcl  nwit  ii  inovMi  i>l  u  voiiaab  YllMnoa  Miiow  noajsiq  •  cioua  , yUmkk>*»  Im* 
botwl  bJ  U  ttiU  bobiuiinl  iMlllo  *41  i»/(i  b««ti‘«B*  ad  ooo  it  •ooeiard  vidl  nl  *  .y<a*«)«  »di  to 

,  811^  3«(t  IS*!  atif  lo  mati  Lluow  e*oo  b«vol  Hit  vor1«/no«  isM  bn* 

'  .^14,  * 


rh 


kopcntiO  Ifi  t3*»d  Ybnf  «  miti  mO  nptro'xas  uilA  oiU  icI  •lanou^boon  •••nc^iC  Aft 
bwv)  rtou  nl44B  a/li  aaiv  4:>(iIw  v<4  mviBmmtM  mar)k<ba*lal  mu  to  abia  •raotiYO  *dt  no  lodinH 
•AoUovK^xia  lo  m,vc>ot  lioina  So  toonui.i  *  atw  IB  taob*unb<nflo^  '>t*ifr  .(lotiMf  iMiAob 

l*n*  mtOimiv  inm  pmXiao  io  toot  wAt  «l  paiamqfi  v««flalad  •  wfno  tAti  oa  onaa  ad)  M  rawoi,  wb 
•••4i  to  tblwini  it«b  Mil  olM  b*baiBUM»b  I  bnM  Bl  rrSbtl4««lk  <ll»W  .tAimlluoniai  rsw  lad*  no-^ 
r^uotm  bMtifi  a&9<J  » Ml  Miilaiya  a*«gii  adl  U  •*  wot  AiOUAif  B  nj  \t>l  tolbod  vumr  mmIw  aovao 

.nolq  •  04  pnlbioob*,/^ 

*  -»•  * 

bwvUKMaiawt*  mO  bRtntf  1  ^toltlt  (Utw  boiwvoo  taisolUo  aill  to  •no  lo  abia  MU  lA  ' 

t«a  ifw  9di  cnliub  mifoxam  ot  11  BMInoui  ion  bib  I  noDoiiltnoo  loia«)  Kd  t<nu»li|  ■  Im*  Xi*ib 
MU  to)  vHt  bi  bobn<ifl‘«Maal  »8W  NMOBob  oa‘>.ir<m  ko  n...y  baleoub*  n*  iwll  {29i  Ultut  >t^n  jtiW 
lAnuliMruiltu  •<1i  >o  f*tj  <4  •oittb  nn  4/vw  •tl  V<*^W  •vn’Vj  /HjkMUnait 

.bnvisaari  an  abyOf  ptii  noUdl  411I1  m  boouborNoi  ti  Ktow  eiii  ;«p«4»i4b  nl  VAan*oO  iMtfvtMl 
,YUj«v*t  4*o(b*aj  Alt  b«fa(uno3  Bonla  jwl  toianpdolluo  qM  x*  )ji*«not  t<*  *i  *1 


i< 

^  r-  ^  '  / 


ATTU  ISLAM),  JUNE  3,  191*3  -  The  Japanese  doctor  left  behind  two  documents;  a  personal 
history  and  a  diary.  The  former  showed  that  he  graduated  March  6.  1929,  from  Koryo 
l.iddlo  School  prefecture  of  Ilirashime  and  from  the  Framier  English  Academy  at  the 
same  time.  From  September  16,  1929,  to  May  22.  I932,  ho  attended  Pacific  Union 
College  Medical  Department  at  Agwin,  California.  From  September,  1933,  until  June, 
1>37,  ho  attended  the  college  of  tho  Medical  Evangelist  (location  not  known).  He 
was  licensed  to  practice  Medicine  in  California,  September  8,  1936.  On  January  10 
19U1,  he  was  inducted  into  the  first  Imperial  Infantry  Regiment  and  three  days  later 
ecame  a  part  of  that  Regiment.  On  May  1,  19i*l,  he  was  nade  a  private  first  class 
and  sent  to  Officer  Candidate  school.  After  being  promoted  to  superior  private  and 
corporal  he  entered  the  an^y  Medical  school  September  Ist  and  graduated  October  2/*th. 
Seven  days  later  ho  was  promoted  to  Sergeant  Major  in  the  Medical  Corps  and  made  a 
Provisional  Officer.  Since  December  1,  I9UI.  he  has  been  an  acting  Officer.  Excerpts 
from  the  Officer's  diary  during  the  last  few  days  of  his  lifoi 

The  U.  S.  forces  landed  at  Shiba  Dia  and  Massacre  Bay.  Tho  enemy  has  advanced  to  tho 
bottom  of  Nisumi  Yamma  from  Shiba  Dal,  and  we  have  engaged  them.  Massacre  Bay  is 
defended  by  only  one  platoon  and  we  have  withdrawn.  In  night  attack  we  have  captured 
20  enemy  rifles.  Tliere  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  enemy  artillery  gun  firinr-.  Aoorox- 
imately  I5  patients  camo  into  the  field  hospital.  ^ 

3  ems  (indicated  another  day's  entry) 

Our  two  submarines  from  Kiska  assisting  us  have  greatly  damaged  two  enemy  ships. 

First  Lieut.  Suyukl  died  from  shots  from  a  rifle.  Continuous  flow  of  wounded  in  the 
field  hospital.  In  the  evening  U.  S.  forces  used  gas  but  no  dairnge  was  done  on 
account  of  tho  strong  wind.  Took  refuge  in  the  trenches  in  the  day  time  and  took  care 
of  patients  during  bombardment.  Our  defenao  is  holding  up  well . 

3  ems 

Continuous  flow  of  casualtibs  to  our  field  hospital  caused  by  the  fierce  bombardment 
of  the  enenr/  land  and  naval  forces.  Tho  enemy  has  a  great  number  of  Kogroes  and 
Indians.  The  west  arm  units  have  withdrawTa  to  near  Shitohata  Dal.  In  a  raid  I  was 
ordered  to  west  arm  unit  but  it  was  called  off.  Just  lay  down  from  fatigue  in  barracks. 
Facial  expression  of  soldiers  back  from  west  are  tense.  They  all  went  back  to  the 
firing  line  soon. 


3  ems 

If  Shitagata  Dai  is  occupied  by  the  eneny  the  fate  of  the  oast  arm  is  decided.  So 

burnt  documents  and  prepared  to  destroy  the  patients.  At  that  moment  there  was  an 

order  from  the  headquarters  of  sector  unit.  At  one  in  the  morning  patients  from 
Ind.  Inf.  was  lost.  Accompanied  the  patients.  There  was  an  air  raid  so  took  refuge 

in  former  field  hospital  cave.  The  guns  from  a  lockheed  spitted  fire  and  flew  past 

our  cave. 

3  ems 

At  night  under  cover  ofl  darkness  left  cave.  The  stretcher  went  up  over  muddy  roads, 
steep  liills  of  no  man's  land.  No  matter  how  much  v/e  v/ent  we  did  not  get  to  tlie  pass. 
Was  rather  irritated  in  the  fog  by  the  thought  of  getting  lost.  Went  down  after 
every  20  or  30  steps.  Would  sleep,  dream,  wake  and  go  again.  Same  thing  over  again. 
After  all  effort,  met  the  Sector  Command,  Colonel  Yamasaki.  The  patient  on  the 
stretcher  who  does  not  move  is  frost  bitten.  Tho  pass  is  a  straight  line  without 
any  width  and  a  steep  incline  toward  Chicagof  harbor.  Sitting  on  the  butt  and  lifting 
the  feet  I  slide  very  smoothly  and  change  direction  to  a  new  field  hospital.  Walking 
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Xaooii«q  A  {■^AMu/»ote  owi  bnJbM  toJ^cb  •»anaq«L  ifT  >  (tiPI  IRUt  ,CR1/U2Z  UTTA 
oxiol  ««ntl  itonAtl  b«w><l«  nwnol  actr  •  Ima  -^oiatd 

#.'{>  iA  y^bsoA  taIaaVI  Ad^  »o^  fcAA  Aal/(Aa*iiM  lo  AiuiOA^Aiq  f««rf88  •IbttU 

ao/AO  oiltdA*)  b9b4X»ii»  *4  .S^X  ,SS  x^M  o&  ,(?fi?X  «dX  lAtlmtqae  «<n^  .Mti^  «raAS 
,»nt>V  XiiAA  .((^X  ,‘iA<ftM>qA8  flovq  .aXotoUXaS  ,nX«^.  ia  inMcXtAq*'!  IaoXXmM  a^aXXoO 
•It  .(aiKitci  ion  iiAiiAAoX}  AAtXA^OAySf  XAalb«U  to  o^aIXm^avU  boLamiia  ud 
,CX  >rtAunAL  itO  .B  i»>imoJqAa  .AicnottlAO  al  ouXoXImM  ootiAA^iq  o#  boAMoiX  aaw 

no^Al  *xmb  Ao^<{;X  boA  inomlsAfl  x^ioalal  XAXi»qa(l  ^iXt  odi  Adoi  fioubai  tjm  Ad  ,Xfii^X 
•saXa  ^aXI  *;XArX*tq  a  obta  omm  »d  .X  x^i  oO  •dami%oSi  dmld  to  i^aq  a  •aaood 

t  tea  Aiavliq  loXiaqi/A  bA.)<iaoniq  yilod  lailA  ttocKtoA  •dohlbnoti  lAeXttO  oA  iooo  ba» 
»/Ut)S  fdvtoO  OotMubt^  boM  it£  tAftoAiqae  X'orfea  laoXbAlt  y^rtM  odt  btnodam  ad  Xaroqxoo 
A  AttAOi  baa  tiftoO  iaotbbH  odt  al  loloH  iaooiloZ  oi  tfdsmo'vj  am  od  ladal  oataS 

■Aq:rA»x3  tnooXttO  ^oitfaa  oa  mod  had  od  .XtiQX  lotbitAoatf  •aaXA  •rrAoitlO  lMnoialrm^%^ 

•  •tXX  aid  t«  •{•&  Mt  4aaX  adf  yiinub  *Ciatb  a'lAoittO  add  aost  * 

>i  ^ 


'•N 


•d^  ot  Laonavba  aait  ip»»nm,a:fT  •i[aO  •*i»AiaAtf  baa  aX<{  adidZ  is  bmtnoL  AAaAct  *8  vU  vdT 
al  \a6  AiomaaU  -mdi  b«]Ag|B»  tAad  •«  baa  ,XAtf  adidC  aroTt  Ocasdf  iou/alK  mo9M  j|, 
fcA'Ui^qao  ATAd-  •«  dsaiia  idjia  at  *AOAi)tidtX«  ovad  •«  baa  aoo^alq  m8  xX-*^  babeio^mb  * 

'XCiqqA  t^al^l^  out  laallltaa  y^aana  to  iaMoa  auobaama^l  a  tX  aiAttT  .••Xtli  x^ionA  OS 

•  XadlqAOd  bXatl  Add  niat  aaao  AdOAidaq  ^1  xJ^aJmt 


(vi4aa  a'xat  lAddona  hadaolbnl)  ae-a  ( 


.aqXda  \|aaoa  owJ  ba^aiaib  qfdaATx  f^rad  aa  aatdalaaa  adilX  moi\  aaoiiaadva  card  «i0 
add  !ti  bafenv4A  to  Acll  aiAi.nldjm:?  taXtti  a  ao<tt  adoda  orant  AaIA  iiifquA  adiiAAi  daiit, 
<io  aor.b  aaw  asaatab  oa  dud  aaj  baau  a*a*tet  .8  .11  loiaara  add  aX  .ladXqtvjd  blait 
a7aA  ](oAd  trilA  AAfd  vAi.  add  nl  aodoMA^^  add  oj  a:iutat  ^oT  .bniv  taaida  add  to  Intfoaaa 

•  XXaw  qji’ saXblod  al  oaaat^  mO  .doaeitnadb^od  >ii*Mb  sdtiaidaq  to 


tnam/bnaOnod  aaiait  add  vX  tuauaa  taddiraod  bXatt  *uw  od  adtdlOi^Aa  to  aoXt  auotaiidaotl 
boa  kaoDaSl  lo  ladaun  daa^  a  aaa  'fpaaa  aafT  .aAoret  t arm' baa  baaS  yfaaaa  add  to 
aav  I  bXai  A  al  .lAd  AdA^iAJXdt  aaaa  od  owaiMdXw  avad  adlau  atA  daaa  wfT  .aulbal 
.AatoAtnad  lU  air^liat  •M*(t  nw»b  \aX  dauU  .tto  batlao  aaw  di  amJ  di^  soa  daa«  od  batairia 
add  od  ^9a>-i  iinta  Ha  •aaaai  a^a  daa«  mai^  aaaii  anal^oa  to  aodaaa-Afaa  ialaaX 

?  ■  'I  .OLca  atul  bn  nit 

^•’  7  /  _ 

-■^  *A«a  ,<[  ,  I 


fif  •  -  » :ll  «  ' 

at  *bAMaa^  at  tn  a  daaa  add  to  adat  add  yaaca  add  baiquaao  •<  ia<T  adAiadldt  tl 
oa  ••«  oTAdd  iaama  dadd  dA  .adtnUaq  add  tondaab  ad  ba‘taqa*H|  Oaa  adr»«bio«t  itruKf 
aoYt  Adoaiiaq  tlthnoa  mU  al  aao  JA  .dXou  tolaoa  to  a<tadxaufbaai(  add  40*11  laXria 
a:^»i(ta'f  dood  6a  liar  ila  aa  am  «nodT  .adnaMaq  add  baXoaciwaoaA  <daol  ■•a  <1af  ,bal 
*aaq  •nr>X1  baa  aiXt  ba^dXq*  baaddaoX  a  ooit  anus  adt  .a^ao  ladXqaod  blait  i«rtd\  al 

.avao  IDU 


,Abaoi  \bbuei  lara  q»  ima*  tadotaxla  adt  .aaao  dtaX  aaatotxab  to  nATOo  rabati  ddsXo  dl 
.»aae|  add  od  don  bib  am  jamm  am  dam  nod  fa44m  oM  .boaX  a^uaa  on  to  alXld  qaada 

^  *iAdta  miob  iaaH  .daoi  yaiddab  to  idioodd  aild  xd  901  add  al  badadiniX  Taddan  aaW 

•  aiaj)A  laao  pttdf  *sab  .oXata  aq  bna  adaw  ,Baaib  »qoafa  bli/ot  .aqala  to  Cit  xto^a 
add  no  djiaidaq  adt  .i:i(aaaaaT  XanoloO  .baaMtoO  lodeat  adt  dan  ,nolta  XXa  nadtA 
dhoddta  aeli  ddoioi^a  a  ai  oaoq  ad?  .oaddld  daovt  kX  avoa  doc  aaoL  utn  ladodaTda 
gal/lH  tina  ddwd  atCd  oo  jolddlt  «q«<had  tobaoXdt  (.laaod  aatloat  qaafa  a  Laa  ddbi«  ^a 
taXltad  .ladXqaod  bXaf)  aao  a  od  aaidaa’idb  t«aote  boo  ^(Xftdoaatt  ifia»  abXXa  1  daat  add 
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is  ncr/i  extremely  difficult  from  the  left  knee  rhourjat  1  am  vdiich  reaocurred  on  the 
pass . 

3  ems 

Tlie  Yonegawn  detachment  abandoned  east  and  \.est  arms  and  withdrew  to  llinanose. 

About  60  v/oundad  came  to  the  field  hospital.  I  had  to  care  for  all  of  them  by 
myself  through  the  night.  Kvorybody  did  combat  preparation  and  waited.  Had  two 
grenades  ready.  Second  Lt.  Omura  left  for  the  front  line  at  liokuchin-Yama .  Ha 
said  farewell.  At  night  a  patient  came  in  who  had  engaged  a  friendly  unit  by 
mistake  and  who  had  received  a  wound  on  tlie  wrist.  Tho  counter  sign  is  Isshi  Hoku. 

3  ems 

Went  into  Attu  Village  cyiuroh  -  felt  like  someone's  home.  Some  blankets  were 
scattered  around,  nas  taken  to  translate  a  field  ordor  presumed  to  have  been 
dropped  by  an  ei.emy  officer  in  Massacre  13ay.  Was  ordered  to  evaluate  a  detail  map 
sketch  which  was  in  the  possession  of  an  American  Officer.  Got  tired  and  went  to 
sleep . 


3  eras 

The  hard  fighting  of  our  305  battalion  in  Massacre  Bay  is  fierce  and  to  our  advantage. 
Have  captured  enemy  weapon,  have  used  tliat  to  fight  with.  Mowed  down  ten  enemy  closing 
in  under  fog.  Five  of  our  men  and  one  medical  non-com  officer  have  died.  Heard 
enemy  pilot  faces  can  bo  soen  around  Usianose.  Hie  enemy  gun  firing  near  our  hospital 
ward  is  fierce  -  drops  20  meters  away. 

3  ems 

Was  strafed  while  amputating  a  patients  arm.  It  is  the  first  time  since  moving 
from  Chicago  harbor  that  I  wont  in  an  air  raid  shelter.  Enemy  plane  is  a  Martin. 

(Notej  Ho  Martins  were  used.)  Nervousness  of  the  Cura-Comnanding  Officer  is  severe 
and  lie  has  said  his  last  word  to  his  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  tiat  he 
will  die  tomorrow.  No.sty  chap,  this  fellaw'.  He  lias  given  all  his  articlos  away. 

The  officers  on  the  front  are  doing  a  fine  job.  Everyone  who  heard  this  about  Cura  C.O. 
became  desperate  and  things  becamo  disorderly. 

3  ems 

6i00  A.M.  Air  raid  again.  Strafing  killed  one  medical  man.  Another  wounded  in 
right  arm  and  thigh.  Mortar  sliell  during  night  came  close, 

3  ems 

From  2j00  in  the  morning  until  about  InOO  in  the  afternoon  stayed  in  foxholes.  Days 
rations  are  gone,  five  sliaker  (about  one  and  ono-lialf  pounds  of  rice).  Nothing  else. 
Officers  and  men  alike  frostbitten.  Everybody  looked  around  for  food  and  filched 
everything  that  they  could  find. 


5  ems 

It  sleeted  and  was  extremely  cold.  Stayed  at  Misumi  barracks  alone.  A  great  amount 
of  shells  v<ere  dropped  and  rocks  and  mud  fall  all  around  tho  road  and  foils  in  around 
us.  In  a  Coxholo  five  yards  away  a  medical  man  died  instantly  by  a  penetration  of 
shrapnel  through  the  heart.  307 
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Heavy  gun  firing,  aerial  bombardment,  trenoh  warfare  and  the  worst  is  yet  to 
come.  The  enemy  is  constructing  their  positions.  Hie  battalion  Comnandor 
died.  At  Umanose  they  cannot  accommodate  all  the  patients.  Am  aufferine  from 
diarrhea  and  feel  dizry.  ^ 


y  ems 

By  heap'  gun  firing  it  felt  like  the  Misumi  barracks  blew  up  and  things  shook 
tre^ndously.  Consciousness  becomes  vague.  One  tent  burned  dovm  from  incendiary 
bpibs.  Strafing  planes  hit  the  rest-rooms.  l!y  room  looks  like  an  awful  mess  from 
the  sand  and  pebbles  t)int  came  down  from  the  roof.  First  Lieut.  Morose,  also  from 
the  meapal  corps,  is  wounded.  There  was  ceremony  of  granting  Imperial  Edict, 
po  last  line  cf  Umanose  was  broken  through.  No  hopo  for  reinforcements.  Will 
die  for  causa  of  the  Imperial  Edict. 


3  ems 

Diarrhea  continues.  Pain  is  severe.  Took  everything  from  pills,  opium,  morphine, 
lien  slept  pretty  well.  Strafing  by  planes.  Roof  broke  tlu*ough.  Wounded  from 
coast  defense  unit,  field  headquarters  hospital,  field  post  office.  The  rest  are 
on  the  front  lines. 


5  oms 

The  remaining  rations  are  for  only  two  days.  There  Is  sound  of  trenoh  morters 
also  A  A  gun.  Tl-e  company  on  the  bottom  of  Attu  Fuji  lias  been  completely  destroyed 
epept  lor  one.  I  wonder  if  the  Coaimandor  Yenogawa  and  some  of  the  men  are  still 
living.  Opier  companies  have  been  completely  annihilated,  except  one  or  two.  303rd 
battalion  lias  been  defeated.  Yenegawa  battalion  is  still  holding  Dmlnoee.  Contin¬ 
uous  cases  of  suicide.  Half  of  the  sector  headquarters  was  blown  away.  Heard  they 
gpe  UOO  shots  of  morphine  to  seriously  wounded  and  killed  tliem.  Ate  half-fried 
thistle.  It  is  the  first  time  1  have  eaten  something  fresh  in  months.  It  is  a 
delicacy.  Order  from  tho  Sector  to  move  the  field  hospital  to  the  Island  is 
called  off. 


3  ems 

Today  at  8:00  P.M.  wo  assembled  in  the  front  of  headquarters.  The  field  hospital 
took  ^rt  too.  The  last  assault  is  to  bo  carried  out.  All  the  patients  in  the 
hospital  were  made  to  commit  suicide.  Only  33  years  of  living  and  I  am  to  die  here. 
I  luive  no  repets.  Banzai  to  Emperor.  I  am  grateful  tliat  I  have  kept  tho  peace  in 
ray  soul  whph  Elikist  bestowed  upon  me.  At  6«00  took  care  of  all  the  patients  with 
grenades.  (I.E.  Armed  them  with  grenades.)  Goodby  Taako,  ny  beloved  wife  who  loved 
me  to  the  Inst.  Until  we  meet  again,  God  speed.  Misaka,  v/ho  just  became  four  years 
old,  will  pow  up  unhindered.  I  feel  sorry  for  you,  Tokiko,  born  February  this  year 
pd  gone  without  seeing  your  father.  V/ell,  be  good  Matsue  (brother).  Keohan. 
Sp'ecbian,  Casachan,  Kittichen,  goodby.  (Omitted  this  portion.)  The  number  parti¬ 
cipating  in  this  attack  is  a  little  over  1,000  to  take  the  enemy  artillery  position. 
It  seems  tliat  the  enemy  is  expecting  an  all  out  attack  tomorrow. 


End 
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Jovial  Bill  to  itemize  a  list  of  materials  for  water,  sewer,  laundry  and 
head  facilities  for  an  area  to  accommodote  a  battalion.  “Jovial  Bill"  in¬ 
advertently  tipped  me  off  to  where  our  next  operation  would  be,  it  spelled 
Attu.  The  boys  knew  the  C.O.  and  I  were  working  closely  and  they  were 
constantly  querying  about  the  latest  scuttle-butt.  Movement  of  troops 
a  top  drawer  secret,  this  knowledge  was  restricted  to  the  shiniest  of 
the  top  brass,  however,  the  uncertainty  was  soon  dispelled  and  my  cal¬ 
culation  proved  correct. 

On  July  4,  1943,  a  troop  transport  tied  up  across  the  channel  at 
Japonskl.  Our  boys  worked  in  shifts  for  the  next  three  days  to  load  our 
gear,  equipment  and  material.  Simultaneously  an  order  had  been  Issued 
to  send  all  cameras,  radios  and  electric  razors  home,  thus  I  was  deprived 
of  continuing  my  hobby  of  picture  taking,  or  was  I?  As  we  leave  this 
metropolitan  community"  of  Sitka,  one  cannot  easily  forget  the  grandeur 
of  this  frontier  land  of  the  midnight  sun. 

Three  days  later  we  came  to  Dutch  Harbor  and  tied  up  adjacent  to 
another  Siems-Drake  floating  hotel,  here  we  were  Issued  sleeping  bags 
and  candles.  Five  days  later  we  anchored  in  Massacre  Bay,  Attu.  We 
scampered  down  the  Jacobs  ladder  to  lighters  below  and  with  our  gear 
were  transported  to  shore,  then  trucked  to  our  campsite.  We  began  pitch¬ 
ing  our  tents  on  the  tundra  and  soon  everyone  was  out  scouting  for  boards 
and  cartons  of  every  description  which  we  needed  for  a  floor.  The  tundra 
was  like  a  sponge,  when  you  made  a  step,  your  foot  would  sink  several 
Inches  and  the  water  oozed  over  the  shoe  tops .  When  we  set  up  our 
folding  cots,  the  legs  sank  so  deeply  that  one  found  himself  lying  in  wet 
grass.  I  recall  that  we  ate  "K"  rations  for  several  days  before  the  mess 
hall  was  in  operation.  We  had  no  use  for  the  candles  issued  at  Dutch 
Harbor,  it  seemed  that  there  was  no  night,  one  could  read  by  natural 
light  all  night.  Perhaps  some  of  the  younger  men  relished  this  experience 
but  I  was  not  enthused,  lugging  our  gear  for  long  distances  through  the 
spongy  tundra  brought  nostalgic  memories  of  "state  side  duty," 

Our  departure  from  Sitka  was  coincidental  with  the  final  mopping 
up  of  Jap  remnants  on  Attu,  As  we  were  transported  to  our  campsite,  we 
passed  a  prisoner  of  war  compound  where  several  hundred  Nipponese  were 
confined,  Attu  is  the  most  distant  Island  on  the  Aleutian  chain,  it  is 
mountainous  and  volcanic  in  origin.  Except  for  the  spongy  turf  of  tundra 
and  a  sprinkling  of  wild  flowers,  there  was  no  other  vegetation.  The  fierce 
gales  reaching  hurricane  proportions  made  the  climate  inhospitable  for  the 
existence  of  trees.  A  dozen  families  of  Aleuts  had  inhabited  the  Island 
prior  to  the  invasion  by  the  Japs  but  these  were  assumed  to  have  been 
massacred.  Due  to  the  storms,  the  Aleuts  had  lived  in  burrows,  their 
building  materials  were  mostly  gleaned  from  flotsam  or  salvage  from  the 
many  ship  wrecks  strewn  along  the  rocky  shore.  Fishing  was  excellent 
in  the  streams  but  other  forms  of  life  were  scarce,  our  boys  captured  baby 
seals  for  sport,  and  a  few  blue  foxes  frequented  our  camp  area. 
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Attu  Is  located  some  350  miles  from  the  Russian  Kamchatka  Penin¬ 
sula  and  was  within  easy  bombing  range  of  the  Japanese  Kurile  Islands. 
This  proximity  evidently  lended  strategic  Importance  to  this  remote  base 
of  operations  for  which  so  many  lives  had  been  expended  In  redemption. 
Attu  Is  situated  on  the  most  direct  air  route  to  the  Orient  and  now  offers 
emergency  facilities,  however.  Its  greatest  asset  may  be  as  a  weather 
observation  station. 

Upon  this  speck  In  the  northern  Pacific,  we  were  assigned  to  build 
a  military  base.  Because  of  the  inclement  weather  and  the  sudden  en¬ 
velopment  by  heavy  fogs  In  season,  one  wonders  how  to  assess  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  this  venture.  The  gales  reached  a  velocity  of  150  knots.  In  freez¬ 
ing  temperatures  the  wind  would  pick  up  the  ocean  spray  and  propel  It 
like  buckshot.  After  the  first  month,  most  of  us  were  moved  Into  quonset 
huts  dug  partially  into  the  hillsides,  even  then  for  added  structural 
strength,  bulk  heads  were  reinforced.  All  the  elements  for  weather  making 
are  here,  like  a  giant  Incubator  that  Is  hatching  night  and  day.  This 
weather  factory  was  to  be  our  home  from  July,  1943,  to  March,  1944. 

One  other  battalion  had  preceded  us  to  Attu  and  another  came  later 
as  a  stevedoring  unit.  After  building  permanent  facilities  for  our  22nd 
battalion,  our  specific  major  assignment  was. ...  to  build  an  airport  com¬ 
plete  with  two  runways  at  cross  angles,  each  to  be  one  mile  in  length  and 
a  system  of  taxlways,  revetments  and  eight  hangers.  The  project  was 
essentially  one  for  earth  moving  machines.  Scores  of  inexperienced  boys 
were  trained  to  drive  trucks,  others  learned  to  operate  cats  and  to  manip¬ 
ulate  the  twenty  yard  carry-all  scrapers.  The  first  phase  In  building  the 
runways  was  to  remove  several  feet  of  tundra  to  solid  bottom,  millions  of 
yards  of  material  for  filling  to  grade  was  blasted  loose  on  higher  eleva¬ 
tions.  The  machines  roared  dally  and  around  the  clock  for  many  months, 
stopping  only  for  fuel,  lubrication  or  repairs.  On  completion  of  grading, 
a  perforated  steel  matting  was  laid. 

After  a  few  weeks,  those  of  us  who  were  not  working  on  the  air 
strip  were  granted  an  occasional  day  of  liberty,  the  only  attraction  was 
to  go  souvenir  hunting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  where  the  heavi¬ 
est  fighting  had  taken  place.  By  Island  Command  everyone  was  required 
to  carry  a  firearm  at  all  times  as  Japs  had  retreated  Into  the  mountains. 

I  was  spared  the  lugging  of  a  rifle,  chiefs  were  privileged  to  carry  side 
arms.  On  approaching  the  opposite  side,  Jap  bodies  lay  scattered  on  the 
mountain  slope  down  to  the  sandy  beach  where  the  invasion  had  taken 
place. 


Contrary  to  Implications,  Attu  Is  not  always  the  land  of  storms  and 
fog,  many  times  It  became  pleasant  and  beautiful.  A  sunset  here  is  an 
exquisite  sight  to  witness,  the  sky  seems  to  become  aflame  with  an  amal¬ 
gamation  of  rainbows.  Situated  as  Attu  Is,  astride  the  International  Date 
Line,  the  twilight  was  verily  a  blending  of  the  west  and  far  east. 
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By  September  of  1943,  life  on  the  Island  had  fell  into  a  definite 
routine.  Liberty  freighters  could  unload  at  the  new  dock,  a  Ship's  Store 
and  a  large  theater  served  the  needs  of  all  the  various  outfits.  Life  no 
longer  was  drab,  no  less  personages  than  Errol  Flynn,  Martha  O'Driscoll 
and  troupe  came  to  entertain  us .  Shortly  before  Christmas  the  boys  re¬ 
ceived  a  slight  inspiration  by  the  sight  of  women  for  the  first  time  in  six 
months.  They  were  a  contingent  of  Navy  Nurses  reporting  for  duty.  Be¬ 
cause  they  carry  an  officers  rating,  the  boys  could  not  fraternize  with  the 
girls.  However,  this  did  not  deter  some  of  the  boys  from  stealing  some 
of  the  gal's  undies.  The  battalion  commander  took  a  dim  view  of  this 
persistence  which  resulted  in  many  of  the  lads  being  penalized  by  hours 
of  extra  duty.  It  is  superfluous  to  narrate  that  the  pantie  raids  subsided 
and  the  unmentionables  were  categorically  recognized  as  untouchables. 

In  September,  1943,  a  small  Navy  Trainer  was  the  first  plane  to  set 
down  on  the  nearly  completed  air  strips.  The  landing  caused  a  thrill 
throughout  the  Island  personnel,  it  meant  that  soon  we  were  to  receive 
fast  air  mail  service  from  the  States.  Indeed  we  had  come  a  long  way 
since  that  day  in  July  when  we  disembarked  into  the  lighters  while  an¬ 
chored  in  Massacre  Bay.  Ironically,  the  news  of  our  progress  had  also 
reached  Tokyo.  In  October  of  1943,  our  serenity  was  blasted  from  the 
sky.  We  were  raided  by  eight  Nipponese  Mitsubishi  bombers.  Excitement 
ran  high,  but  there  had  been  no  casualties.  Tranquillity  soon  was  restored, 
it  was  the  only  attack  upon  Attu  while  we  were  based  there.  However,  tlie 
necessity  of  always  being  on  the  alert  was  brought  into  sharp  perspective. 
Fox  holes  and  air  raid  drills  were  a  constant  reminder  that  a  war  was  going 
on. 


After  finishing  with  the  water  supply  system,  I  was  relieved  from 
further  construction  duties ,  my  new  assignment  was  battalion  movie  pho¬ 
tographer,  it  happened  this  way.  Our  only  entertainment  on  Attu  had  been 
the  showing  of  movies  nightly  in  our  mess  haU.  One  evening  pictures  were 
shown  of  the  construction  activities  of  a  neighboring  battalion,  our  top 
brass  recognized  many  of  the  scenes  as  being  of  our  men  working  on  our 
own  projects.  It  was  evident  that  others  were  taking  credit  for  work  not 
performed  by  them.  Our  battalion  photographer  specialist  had  been  occu¬ 
pied  with  his  still  cameras  and  admitted  a  dislike  for  movie  taking,  this 
phase  of  his  duties  had  been  neglected.  The  movies  I  had  taken  at  Sitka 
had  been  shown  several  times  and  I  had  received  favorable  comment  on 
their  exceUence.  This  latest  turn  of  events  prompted  "Jovial  BUI"  to  send 
me  to  the  battalion  photographer  with  instructions  to  appropriate  the  neces¬ 
sary  equipment  and  fUm  to  make  our  own  progress  fUm.  For  the  next  two 
months  I  roamed  wherever  work  was  being  done  to  procure  "progress  pic¬ 
tures,"  I  liked  the  job  for  two  reasons,  I  was  given  a  Jeep  and  automati¬ 
cally  admitted  wherever  I  chose  to  go,  and  secondly,  there  was  a  surplus 
of  fUm  aU  becoming  overage,  which  permitted  me  to  shoot  considerable 
footage  for  my  own  personal  use. 
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odi  moil  baiaald  saw  vHnaiaB  'nio  «£f8I  lo  lodoitiO  nl  .oydoT  bodoooi 
inofflOitoxS  .aiadmod  idaidi/ailM  oeonuqqlM  iripla  Yd  babloi  siow  aW  .y^b 
«baio3eoi  saw  nooa  xltlitupasfT  .eolileuBAo  on  nood  bad  orrodi  tud  ,dpld  nsi 
adi  fiavowoH  .aiodl  boead  now  aw  alldw  utiA  noqu  doaiia  Ylno  adi  sow  11 
.avliooqtiaq  qiada  oinl  idpuoid  esw  iiols  adi  no  pntad  byswIa  lo  Yllaaooan 
piUop  B0W  10W  A  isdt  lahnloiai  iamtaoo  0  aiaw  alllib  blai  ilo  bns  aalod  xol 

nr\ 

•  no  - 


moil  bevel lai  esw  I  ^maiSYB  '{lqqu(k  latsw  adi  dllw  poldBlnll  leflA 
-odq  eivoA  noilaiisd  aaw  inamirpiBaa  wan  yio  laeliub  noltouiianoo  laitiiul 
need  bad  iiiiA  no  ineraniaiiaJim  y^o  wO  banaqqad  il  ^ladqAtpoi 

aiaw  aouiiotq  pnlnava  anO  .Usd  eaaB  mo  nl  Y^ldpln  aalvom  lo  pnlvoda  adi 
qoi  luo  « noilaiisd  pnlioddplaa  a  lo  ealilvlioa  noliomianoo  adi  lo  nwode 
mo  no  onidmw  nam  mo  lo  pnlad  aa  aanaoe  adi  lo  YAsra  baxlnpooai  aaaid 
ion  iiiow  lol  iibaio  gnlAsi  aiow  Biadio  ladi  inablva  taw  il  •aioalcnq  nwo 
• ,  .  *yooo  naed  bad  fallAloaqa  ladqaipoiodq  noilaiiad  mO  .madl  xd  baonohaq 
‘  m;  <aidi  tpnJdai  alvom  ml  aXilaib  a  baiJimba  boa  aaiafflao  Uiia  eld  rUlw  balq 
adttS  ie  nadia  bad  1  aolvom  »itr  «boioalpan  naad  bad  aaliub  aid  lo  aaadq 
no  Jnemmoo  aideioval  bavleoai  bad  1  bna  tamli  Isiovaa  nwoda  naed  bad 
bnaa  oi  **lXld  laivol"  baigmoiq  atnava  lo  mi/l  iaaial  aldT  .aonailaoxa  iladi 
*Baoan  adi  nialiqoiqqa  oi  anolioinicnl  dilw  ladqaipoioilq  nollAiiad  adi  oi  am 
owi  ixen  adi  ml  .mill  Baaipoiq  nwo  mo  adBm  oi  mill  bna  inaoiqliipa  y^b 
V  A.  -olq  BBtfipoiq"  amooiq  ot  anob  pnlad  saw  dm w  lavaiadw  baoiaoi  I  Bdlnom 
i'kl  n,>JLiAfaoiuA  bna  qaal  a  nsvip  aaw  I  v*noasai  owi  10!  dot  adi  badtl  I  "^taiul 
lulqxuB  a  MOW  oiadj  ^ylbnooaa  bna  «op  oi  aaodo  1  isvaiadw  betilmba  YHao 
.*«m;  aldaiabianoo  iooda  ot  am  baiitnnaq  doldw  .apmevo  pnlmooad  Ua  mill  lo 

^  '44im  .aai/  ianoaiaq  irwo  xi"  lol  apaiool 
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After  the  holidays  of  December,  1943,  the  new  year  broke  with  a 
rash  of  scuttle-butt. , . ,  we  were  scheduled  to  leave  for  the  States  very 
soon.  Weeks  dragged  Into  months,  morale  sank  to  successive  lows  as 
prospective  troop  transports  moved  in  to  remove  other  personnel  with 
longer  seniority.  The  airport  was  now  In  operation  and  our  lads  were  in 
daily  contact  with  the  pilots  to  learn  If  there  had  been  any  ships  spotted 
in  their  reconnaissance  flights.  The  waiting  was  aggravating  and  I  sus¬ 
pect  there  was  no  one  in  the  battalion  who  was  thinking  and  acting 
rationally.  Minds  began  to  warp  and  there  were  reports  of  some  men  going 
berserk,  in  connotation  some  would  gesticulate  pointing  out  to  the  open 

sea  with  bent  finger  and  meekly  exclaim. ....  bo-bo-at . bo-bo-at. 

Finally  we  received  word  our  ship  would  arrive  on  March  9th,  and  we 
would  embark  on  the  11th.  That  day  we  vacated  our  camp  in  a  wiUi-waw 
that  was  subsequently  to  become  one  of  the  worst  experienced  on  this 
island.  Attu  did  not  have  a  snug  land  locked  harbor  as  a  haven  for  ships. 
For  four  days  we  remained  lashed  to  the  dock  and  the  question  arose  if 
the  piling  was  of  sufficient  length  to  hold  us  securely.  On  the  fifth  day 
the  storm  abated  briefly  and  there  was  Jubilation  as  the  moorings  were 
cast  off  and  tensions  relaxed.  Attu  became  a  ghostly  memory  as  our  ship 
headed  In  a  S£  direction, 

Ihe  voyage  to  Seattle  was  only  slightly  less  hectic  as  new  gales 
buffeted  our  Liberty  transport.  If  there  had  been  trouble,  we  would  have 
been  doomed.  We  were  quartered  In  the  hold  in  rows  of  bunks  five  high, 
because  of  the  congestion  most  of  the  boys  laid  in  the  sack  to  avoid  step¬ 
ping  on  one  another.  During  one  day  and  night  the  converted  Liberty 
freighter  rolled  and  pitched  perilously  and  we  were  conscious  of  creaks 
and  groans  of  twisting  metal  in  the  welded  hull.  These  strains  precipitated 
accounts  by  the  boys  of  previous  Liberty  disasters.  To  ride  out  the  high 
seas,  progress  was  slow,  however,  if  there  had  been  any  danger,  no  one 
was  apprised  of  it. 

On  the  tenth  day  from  Attu,  the  waters  became  placid  and  the  boys 
were  on  top-side  early  to  await  the  rising  of  the  warm  sun,  on  this  the 
last  day  of  our  Alaskan  tour  of  duty.  We  moved  into  Pud  get  Sound  emd 
shortly  thereafter  were  tied  to  the  dock  at  Seattle.  The  next  day  we  boarded 
trains  to  Camp  Parks  near  San  Francisco. 

It  was  the  first  week  In  April  and  Easter  time  that  I  again  stepped 
over  our  threshold  in  Elgin.  During  my  absence  Nadine  had  spent  some 
time  as  a  volunteer  Liberty  Bond  salesman  and  had  been  quite  successful, 
enough  to  merit  a  citation  later.  More  recently  she  had  been  employed  in 
the  household  of  a  gentleman  farmer,  she  had  worked  there  for  several 
months  but  had  kept  it  as  a  surprise  for  me.  Besides  earning  spending 
money,  she  liked  the  new  experience  for  other  reasons.  The  rigid  rationing 
of  meat  emd  butter  held  no  Inconvenience  for  producers . 

According  to  plan,  I  drove  my  car  on  the  return  trip  to  Camp  Parks, 
my  wife  went  along.  From  previous  experience  I  learned  it  was  an  aggra- 
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6  rfnw  eJicnd  -leay  w«n  e/il  «'Mdxaoo«a  lo  c^Abiio/f  9tU  mSlA  » 

Yiev  aiii  lol  •veal  oi  baluba^a  now  aw  . . .  .iiiid«aX»uoa  Id  lUm  ^  . 

BA  Awoi  Avia^aoouA  of  ifimt  oUnam  ,  tiisnom  DJirl  bap^nb  aitaVir  .odoi 
/(ilw  lan/ioarsq  is/ifo  »vom«i  ni  bmvom  atioqtAsil  qoord  BvUooqmnq 
at  aiaw  tbai  n«>  bum  notfejoqo  al  woa.atfw  froqH*  erfT  .Ytiioinaa  lai^nol 
batloqt  AqMi  yna  nead  beri  ai«rfl  ^  fftAal  oS  &ioliq  otU  ditw  ioainoo  xUab  ^ 
-Bua  I  bnA  j^aUevffip^a  aew  Qniilcw  aifT  ao/UBAAlAOiiooai  Tiodi  al  >' 

onilOA  bna  QnlinJiiii  aaw  oifw  floUanad  adl  nl  aito  on  amv  aiadl  isaq 
pat09  naoi  amot  lo  anoqsi  aiaw  aiadi  brra  qi^  OJ  xLSpad  tbolM  .YlJUbtebsi  ii  i 
naqo  sdi  oi  iuo  pdlinloq  aialuotit^ip  bii/ow  aooB  iioliaiojuioo  at  ^iiaanad 
.  la-od'-od .  ► . . .  ia-qd-od  .  . , . ,  AlBiaaca  boa  laifstti  inod  riiJcw  sMi 

I  ow  boa  « rli6  doiaM  no  avina  bXuow  qltla  too  bnrow  bavlaorx  aw  yUankT 
wew^tUlw  a  nl  qjnoo'itfo  baiaoav  aw  yab  iaifT  adill  adi  no  sfiadma  bluow 
aidi  no  beon^iaqxa  isiow  adi  lo  ano  emooad  ot  xiinai/patdua  saw  iaili 
.eqlilt  loi  navarl.  a  ba  lodisH  badool  baal  jfuna  a  avad  ion  bib  usiA  »bnal8t 
li  aaoia  noiiAaup  odi  bna  ;(oob  adl  oi  badaal  bantemar  aw  ty ab  luol  lol 
yab  diill  adi  nO  .yiaauoat  lu  blod  oi  dipnai  inaloiUi/A  lo  abw  pnllXq  adi 
aiaw  BpntTOoai  aitl  ae  noltalldiit  baw  aiadi  bna  y0elid  balada  mroia  adi 
qida  luo  aa  yiomani  yliaoilq  a  araeoad  uiiA  .baxaXai  aiyolaaai  bna  lk>  itao 
^  .nolioailb  38  a  nl  baboad 

eaXap  wan  aa  olioad  aaal  ylidqlla  ylno  aaw  aliiaaS  oi  apayov  aifT 
avad  blvow  aw  ^aidi/oit  naad  ban  aradl  II  .tioqanan  yiradU  tuo  baialbtfd 
«dpld  avil  adnud  lo  awtn  at  blod  adi  rU  baranai/p  aiaw  mW  .bamoob  naad 
-qaia  bJova  oi  ioaa  adi  nl  btal  ayod  adi  lo  iaom  notiaaDnoo  adl  lo  eanaoad 
yiiadU  baiiftvnoo  adi  idpln  bna  yab  ano  pnlii/G  .ladiona  ano  no  pntq 
tdaao  lo  auotoanoo  aiaw  aw  bna  yliuoUiaq  badoilq  bna  bailoi  laidplaift 
aiaiiqtoanq  anleria  aeadT  .Uirri  bablaw  adi  nl  Xaiani  pnliaiwi  lo  anaoip  bna 
dpld  adi  iuo  abti  oT  .tTalBaalb  ynadU  ayolvaiq  lo  ayod  adi  yd  ainuoooa 
ano  on  ^lapnab  yna  nsmd  bod  modJ  ll  ^lovowod  ^wola  aaw  aaaipoiq  ,BaaB 

•  tl  lo  baal'Kiqa  aaw 

* 

ayod  adi  bna  bloslq  amaoad  axaiaw  adi  .oiiA  moil  yab  rtlnai  adi  nO 
adi  eldi  no  ,nu8  nnaw  adi  to  gnlati  adi  itawa  oi  yliaa  abiB>qoi  no  aiaw 
boa  bnuoS  iapbtd!  oinl  bavom  aW  .yii/b  lo  wof  ntdaalA  too  lo  yab  iaal 
ibiaod  aw  yab  ixan  arfT  .  aliiaa£  ia  doob  adi  oi  bali  aiaw  lailaaiadi  yliioda 

'  -  •<  .ooalonetl  na8  laan  aiiB?  qmdD  03  antait  I 

.•  a%i  *' 

baqqaia  nlapa  1  iadi  amii  laiasS  bna  UiqA  nl  dasw  iaill  adi  aaw  il 
amoa  )naqa  bad  ambaVf  aonaada  yn  pntma  .mpQ  at  blodaaidl  xuo  lavo 
tIulaaaooi/B  aitirp  naad  bad  bna  namaaiaa  bnoQ  ytxadLI  laainulov  a  aa  amli 
nl  bayoiqoia  naad  bad  ada  ylinaoai  aioM  .laial  noliabo  a  iliam  oi  dpuona 
laiavaa  lol  aiadi  badiow  bad  ada  tieanal  namalinop  a  lo  blodaaiiod  adi 
pnlbnaqa  pnlmao  aabUaa  .am  lol  aaliqii/a  a  aa  Jl  iqad  bad  iud  adinom 
ilnoliai  blpli  adl  .BAoaaai  ladio  Ml  aonaliaqxa  wan  adi  badtl  ada  ,yanonf 

•  Biaoiiboiq  lol  aonalnavnoonl^  on  blad  laiiud  bna  iaam  lo 

‘K'l. 

t  edia*!  qmeO  of  qtif  muim  adi  no  lao  ym  avoib  I  ,  nalq  oi  pnlbioooA 
*aioya  na  taw  si  bamaal  1  sonalMqxa  auolvaiq  nofl  .pnola  inaw  allw  yn 
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vatlng  handicap  to  be  stationed  for  months  In  one  place  without  your  own 
tremsportatlon.  Public  transportation  was  sorely  Inadequate  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  thousands  of  men  stationed  In  the  many  camps  along  the  length 
and  breadth  of  California,  hence  near  camps,  the  highways  were  congested, 
with  hitch-hikers.  On  the  vyay  back  to  Parks,  we  stopped  at  Kansas  City 
to  pick  up  one  of  my  boys ,  Eddie  Waddell ,  and  his  wife ,  Virginia .  We 
reached  camp  a  few  days  early  to  permit  time  to  find  a  place  to  live.  We 
knew  this  was  going  to  be  difficult  but  had  confidence  that  some  sort  of 
accommodation  would  be  available  In  one  of  the  small  towns  In  the  prox¬ 
imity,  We  searched  fruitlessly  for  two  days.  In  desperation  we  looked 
for  tumble-down  shacks  off  the  road.  Then  the  thought  occurred  to  me 
that  we  may  have  overlooked  a  possibility. 

On  the  main  highway  about  two  miles  from  camp,  there  was  a  dilap¬ 
idated  house  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  countryside  with  a  view  of  our  camp 
In  the  distance,  I  mentioned  to  my  companions,  that  "v^ile  a  car  was 
parked  alongside  the  shack,  I  believed  the  place  v^s  vacant.  To  Inves¬ 
tigate,  we  drove  In  the  entrance  and  circled  up  a  steep  grade.  The  place 
was  deserted  and  the  car  had  been  abandoned  as  Junk.  We  peered  through 
the  windows  and  saw  a  sink,  an  old  fashioned  wood  cook  stove  and  cook¬ 
ing  utensils  In  the  kitchen.  Bedsteads  remained  In  the  two  bedrooms.  In 
the  comer  of  the  larger  room  stood  an  old  console  radio.  This  was  what 
we  wanted,  not  very  pretentious  but  more  than  adequate. . . .  now  to  find 
the  owner  1 

The  closest  neighbor  Informed  us  that  a  certain  real  estate  man  In 
Oakland  was  trying  to  sell  the  property.  We  hustled  some  ten  miles  to 
Oakland  where  the  realter  Informed  us  of  a  man  who  was  acting  as  trustee 
or  custodian  of  the  property.  It  seems  that  the  legal  owners  had  been 
Incarcerated  for  fraudulent  sale  of  worthless  bonds  in  some  hospital  pro¬ 
motional  scheme,  these  Inmates  were  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  property. 
The  name  of  the  trustee  was  a  Mr.  Severs  who  also  lived  in  Oakland. 

It  was  supper  time  when  we  called  upon  Mr.  Severs,  In  explaining 
our  plight,  I  noticed  that  he  was  active  In  Masonry  and  we  talked  some 
of  our  affiliations,  soon  we  received  our  answer. , . .  "you  are  welcome 
to  use  this  property  gratis ,  I  consider  It  advantageous  to  have  you  live 
in  It,  rather  than  let  It  remain  vacant  and  subject  to  vandalism.  "  I  regard 
this  as  one  of  the  more  fortunate  events  that  has  happened  to  me .  At  a 
time  when  black-marketeering  was  rampant,  with  profiteering  and  gouging 
being  foremost  In  men's  minds.  It  was  refreshing  to  meet  an  individual 
without  mercenary  inclinations .  I  have  been  a  Mason  for  many  years ,  but 
have  no  knowledge  of  It  having  been  Influential  In  receiving  favors ,  and  I 
cannot  be  sure  that  it  was  the  motivating  medium  with  Brother  Severs . 

On  the  following  day,  I  ordered  the  electricity  turned  on  and  behold 
the  lights  lit  up  and  the  radio  played  "Home  Sweet  Home."  Eddie  scnibbed 
the  Interior  of  the  elevated  storage  tank,  I  oiled  the  windmill  and  packed 
the  pump,  minutes  later  water  was  running  at  our  kitchen  sink.  Virginia 

313 


nwo  iiK>Y  liiorlJiw  soelq  md  ni  ttlimm  ict  bMoliata  ed  o}  qAatbnsd 
•oauoQooA  oi  9jfii/p«bftai  sew  ooltetioqsnei}  pUdjii  . ooi^ufipqftiieD 

di^^aol  eiii  i^oole  eqAao  vdAci  stii  itt  benoDAe  ana  to  nbOAMuoAs  til}  e^ab 
.bsUepnoo  ;»iew  SYSwifplif  ed}  ^sqmBo  laiiA  •oiiorf  iOtmoliloO  to  dibeoid  bne 
¥119  aee/teiX  la  boqqota  sw  «a4TB<)  ot  doad  ¥0W  arii  lO  •  ei»)<id-<k>IU  itUw 
•W  ,alfupiiv  ^ellw  aid  biie  vilsbbeW  atbb3  tiYbd  ¥m  )o  aiio  41/  dotq  oJ 
i»W  ,»vil  OJ  eofilq  a  bnll  oi  emll  /imaq  ol-rXiM  «¥eb  w®i  a  qmao  baifoam 
to  Jtoi)  amo«  jBrii  e:in^btiaoo  bad  iud  tbioixitb  ad  ot  enlOQ  ae^  oKU  waai 
-xonq  Btlj  al  a/TwoJ  lieoia  ods  lo  too  ;it  aldaiiava  ad  bli/ow  iioitaboaLooooa 
badooi  aw  noUaiaqssb  nl  .oyab  owj  lot  badoiaaa  sWit.YJlail 

ua  oi  baru/oso  td9aoiU  adj  oarTT  .baoi  ofJ^Vto  eXoada  nwobraX^id  wt 

•  YXtXXduaoq  a  badooiiavo  avad  <na  tadf 

-qallb  a  aaw  aiodi  ^qoiao  mcnX  aeUjn  ow]  luoda  Y^doid  niam  adj  oO 
qtoao  uio  to  wslv  a  djiw  abia^^intfoo  adt  Qoldoohavo  Illd  a  m>  aaaod  baiabt 
aow  lao  a  eUdw  iarii  ^aaolnaqraco  yn  ot  baaoUnam  I  .asoaialb  miti  at 
-aavni  oT  .inaoav  aaw  aoatq  aril  bav^llad  I  ^doada  aiti  ablapaois  baiiaq 
aoalq  aifT  .abaiQ^qaalB  a  qu  b^ioilo  boa  aonaitna  ad}  id  avoib  aw  ^sts^tl 
dqiioidi  baiaaq  aW  .diurl  la  banobnada  naad  bad  tao  aiil  boa  batias^  saw 
~:iooo  bna  avolt  dooo  boow  baaoidsai  bto  oa  «X<iia  a  waa  baa  awobaiw  adi 
nt  ^aaiooibad  owl  aril  nl  baotaaai  ebaalabafl  .nadolld  adl  nl  Blianalii  qoI 
ladw  taw  aid!  .olbai  aioanoo  bio  ns  booia  laooi  laqiai  a^  to  laaioo  adl 
boXi  01  won  . » •  .aiAupaba  oaill  srooi  iud  auoiinalarzq  yiav  ion  ,balaaw  aw 

-  •  *  »  iriiwrir^  liaowo  adl 

nt  aam  aiaiaa  laai  niatiao  a  ladi  tu  bannotni  Toddqiaa  laaaolo  adT 
01  aalira  oal  amoa  baliaird  aW  .ynaqoiq  adl  llaa  ol  qatytl  aaw  baalXaO 
aalt^m  aa  qntioa  aaw  odw  aam  a  to  an  baonoinl  lailaai  adl  aiadw  bnaUaO 
noad  bad  aianwo  Jaqai  adl  ladl  Bmaaa  ll  .ytiaqovi  adl  lo  aaiboiaao  10 
*oiq  iailqeod  emoa  nl  abnod  aaaldHow  lo  alaa  inaLibiiait  lot  bolaiaoiaonl 
.ynaqoiq  adl  toy  at  toq  alb  to  auoiicab  anew  aalamal  aaadl  «amadaa'Iajiolloca 
,baalMaO  xU  bavtl  oala  odw  aiavad  .tM  a  aaw  aalauil  adl  to  aoxan  aril 
tP 

yolnlaiqxa  nl  «aiava8  .iM  aoqu  ballao  aw  amiiw  mmti  laqqua  aaw  J! 
amot  b»:(iai  aw  boa  yinoaaM  nl  avtioa  taw  ad  ladl  baollon  1  «ldyliq  mo 
aiaoolaw  aia  ooy"  , . .  .lawana  uro  bavlaoai  aw  nooa  ,  aaoliaUltta  wo  lo 
.  avll  uoy  9vad  ol  axioayalnavba  11  lablaaoo  I  «BilBiy  vnaqorq  «idt  aau  ol 
biayat  1  ”.iatllabaav  oi  loaldut  boa  tnaoav  nlafliai  11  laJ  nadi  'wdlai  «ii  nl 
a  lA  .am  ol  banaqqad  tad  ladl  ainava  aiaantvol  aioia  adl  lo  ano  aa  aid! 
yaiyuoy  bna  yntiaaiiloiq  dilw  ^inaqmai  aaw  yntraaiadiaai-doald  nadw  bfH 
iat/blvlboi  aa  laam  ol  ynldaailai  aaw  Ji  ttbalm  a'oaai  at  taoiiaiol  yatad 
lod  ttiaaY  yaam  noatM  a  naad  avad  1  .  amtiaalixifll  yianaotaA  ivoditw 
i  boa  t  aiovat  ynivlaoai  nl  Xalinai/Oxa  naad  yolvad  ll  to  aybatwonil  on  avad 
•  aiavaS  ladtoifl  dllw  mnlbam  ynliaviicua  adl  aaw  ll  l^  axua  ad  toonao 

i 

biodad  bna  no  bamsrl  yUolnoaia  adl  baiaim  1  ^yab  yalwolXol  adl  nO  ' 
baddjTDa  albbl  ‘•amoH  iaaw8  omoH”  bayalq  otbai  mds  baa  qu  ill  aidyll  adi 
<  /  .baXoaq  bna  lilntbnlw  adl  ballo  I  ,daal  ayaioia  baiavala  adi.lo  loliatnl  adi 
V,  atnlyilV  .dola  naiiolid  mo  la  palaan  aaw  lalaw  raial  aaiunlm  ^qouiq  adl 
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dubbed  our  new  abode  "The  Last  Straw. "  Our  neighbor  was  a  retired  cou¬ 
ple  who  kept  a  couple  cows ,  they  supplied  us  with  mUk  and  liberal  cuts' 
of  venison.  Many  deer  roamed  the  hills  and  at  night  would  frequently 
forage  In  this  neighbor's  garden,  I  suspect  that  during  this  period  of  meat 
rationing,  deer  were  poached  as  a  common  practice  and  our  neighbor  had 
kept  well  stocked. 

We  were  content  at  "The  Last  Straw,"  we  lived  In  comfort  with  no 
rent  to  pay,  our  good  fortune  was  obviously  too  good  to  last.  late  run 
movies  were  shown  nightly  at  camp  and  our  girls  shared  In  other  social 
activities,  especially  did  they  enjoy  USO  stage  shows  presented  with  big 
name  Hollywood  personalities , 

While  based  on  the  Islands  of  Baronoff  and  Attu,  I  had  taken  numer¬ 
ous  postcard  sized  pictures  of  Interest  to  the  men  In  my  battalion.  When 
home  In  Elgin,  I  had  3000  prints  made  which  I  assembled  Into  sets  of  fif¬ 
teen.  The  venture  was  speculative  as  I  was  not  certain  of  disposal,  how¬ 
ever,  this  concern  was  dispelled  soon  after  returning  to  Camp  Parks.  The 
boys  were  so  eager  to  buy  these  momentos  of  our  Alaskan  tour  that  my 
supply  had  to  be  replenished  several  times.  I  profited  on  this  enterprise 
but  I  had  also  rendered  a  service  for  which  the  mates  were  grateful.  In 
the  years  to  come,  I  venture  to  say  that  these  boys,  most  of  whom  were 
unmarried,  will  display  these  pictures  to  their  children  and  grandchildren 
and  proudly  relate,  "that's  me  swinging  the  ram  in  the  ditch,  driving  home 
that  length  of  wood  pipe."  Many  of  the  mates  will  shake  their  heads  and 
wonder  anew. . . ,  can  the  buildings  we  left  behind  on  Attu  still  withstand 
the  WUll-waws ,  and  did  our  deprivation  forge  an  important  link  in  the 
chain  of  national  defense.  I  believe  all  will  be  content  to  only  wonder. 
Possibly  civilian  workmen  can  now  be  induced  to  expand  our  Installations, 

After  a  few  weeks  at  Camp  Parks,  we  learned  that  our  "famous"  22nd 
Battalion  was  slated  for  demobilization,  the  1100  men  were  to  be  used  as 
replacements  in  other  units  . 

For  two  months  we  lived  at  "The  Last  Straw"  before  the  order  was 
given  to  prepare  for  further  duty  overseas.  Nadine  does  not  drive  a  car 
so  we  faced  the  decision  of  what  to  do  with  our  Nash.  I  could  have  set 
It  on  blocks  and  left  It  with  our  hospitable  neighbor  until  my  return,  and 
this  would  have  been  by  far  the  most  practical  solution  had  I  known  the 
duration  of  hostilities.  But  Instead,  I  chose  to  sell  it  to  a  dealer  at  the 
prescribed  "ceiling  quotation,"  which  was  only  about  half  of  what  may 
have  been  realized  from  a  private  "under  the  table"  deal.  Subsequently  a 
group  of  us  were  hauled  to  Treasure  Island  Naval  Station  at  San  Francisco 
to  await  a  troop  transport.  Nadine  came  on  a  Greyhound  Bus  to  visit  with 
me  on  the  final  Sunday.  Visitors  were  not  permitted  into  my  area  but  she 
would  not  accept  "no"  at  the  "O.  D.'s"  office  and  by  her  persistence  she 
was  finally  admitted.  Nadine  stayed  at  "The  Last  Straw"  a  few  more 
weeks,  then  went  to  live  with  the  Gottardles  (sister  Ruth)  at  Los  Angeles, 
remaining  there  until  I  returned  from  overseas,  a  year  later. 
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~uoo  beriiai  b  bcw  lodiUftsir  wO  *  .wmH  tasJ  •iff*  •bode  wan  iiro  boddub 
UII3  l6Tadii  boB  JUa  tUlw  tu  bmiUiqm  Y^iit  \Eweo  slqi/oo  s  tqsjfbffw  slq 
Yl^n«tfpail  bliiow  tdgta  is  bfiB  iLLld  sdl  baraeoi  oeab  xaeNf  .abainev  )o 
t6Bm  lo  bohaq  dlAs  ifotwb  Isif}  foaquia  1  .nsbrep  e*ioddolaTi  tliit  at  itpnBi 
bflii  lodriplan  lifo  bne  •oltsiTR]  nonucoo  is  ••  bsiidBoq  iri«w  laab  ^pniiioim 
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on  rittw  noimeo  nl  bovil  sw  *Cwbi}2  }efiJ  a^*  te  itirntnoo  maw  aW  ^ 
tun  atel  .>«6l  oi  boot*  ooi  \laiiolvdo  aew  boo^  mo  tyaci  oi  man 

Xidooi  leiflo  nl  baiiufs  sfilp  tuo  brre  qisio  tB  ybrfptn  fiWoilt  arww  totVOM 
pld  r(22w  batnaeaiq  cwoifa  OSU  Yottto  btb  YUAtOBqBo'\  e«tllttJD0i‘ 

•  tol^llBitonaq  boowYUoH  BABii 

-  »  - 

-TBoujn  asTfsi  bnii  I  ^vtsA  bns  l)ofioir>G  lo  ubn/dal  eill  no  booed  alldW 
na/fW  .nollftJlBd  xm  hi  nacn  odl  pi  iBaialixt  lo  Boiuioiq  b«sia  bicolodq  ivo 
-111  lo  BioB  oifit  unfdmaBSB  I  jfolilw  Bbam  Uictiq  OOOt  bed  1  ^olpiS  id  oiood 
-woH  ^iBBoqeib  lo  lUenao  Jon  eaw  I  bb  svllr.Ii/t'sqa^BBW  •xutnov  aiff  .irpat 
•ifT  .oHiA^  qm&O  o]  pnlimiiai  T«Jla  nooB  tall&qtUJLTecw  maonoo  eldl  ' 

Yin  iBili  Tuoi  nBitfllA  uio  lo  •olnamoin  aeaiiJ  yud  ol  lopBO  ob  aiaw  ayod 
asliqnalna  olitl  no  ballloiq  I  .eamll  L^iavoB  badiULaalqBri  ad  ol  bad  WqqtiB 
a1  .iiilaieip  naw  Bmictn  aifl  if3)dw  lol  aolvrat  b  batiba^  oalB  ban  T  li/cf 
oiaw  moifw  lo  luom  ^Byod  aeaKl  leiii  aiuinav  I  .onioo  oi  nsay  aril 

nanblidobnertp  bnn  naibitrfo  Ttsdt  oi  eaiiflolq  ataiii  YBlqKib  lllw  .balnOAUUf 
amoii  pnlvlib  ^ilolib  aili  ni  oiffi  adl  pnipnlwa  am  B'lBrfi"  «alfi!ai  ylbuoiq  bntf 
bna  BbAarf  ilaill  aiada  lUw  aaism  aril  io  \naM  *.aqlq  boow  lo  rlipnal  iftifi 
bnBic/Ulvi  Ulla  idlA  no  bnlded  tlai  aw  apnlbllud  art!  aao  .  • .  .wans  labnow 
adi  til  ittll  inoiioqal  ita  apiol  nolle viiqab  mo  btb  bna  « twow-ililW  aril 
•mbnow  y^xo  oi  inalnoo  ad  Ulw  Ua  Bvatiad  I  .aanalab  iBnoiiBn  lo  nlBifo 
.  BiiollBliBient  mo  bnaqxa  oi  baovbnl  ad  won  nno  namdiow  nelilvto 
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bniS  "BuomBl*  mo  ladi  bamaai  aw  «adiB<l  qaiaO  iB  aiaawwal  b  lailA 
Bfi  bBBu  ad  ol  aiaw  itain  0011  aiil  ,  nollfisllldomab  lol  balAls  aew  noilBtiafl 
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O0w  labio  aiil  amlad  "wsiiB  IbbJ  aiff*  iB  bavll  aw  Btitnota  owl  ml 
ISO  B  BVlib  Ion  Baob  anibeM  .tBaBiavo  Ylub  ladiml  lol  aiisqaiq  oi  itavlp 
lat  aVBil  bUroo  I  .daBM  mo  rlilw  ob  oi  ladw  lo  notaioab  aib  baosl  aw  oe 
bns  ,rruil0t  y>'A  ilirui  mdr1(?lan  aldfillqeod  mo  rlilw  ti  ital  bna  e;(ooId  no  U 
Bill  /Twond  1  bar!  nollutoa  Laallornq  loom  adi  ibI  yd'/iaad  avsd  blwow  aidl 
BiU  IB  laJdab  6  oi  il  list  oi  aaodo  I  ^bBaitni  tu6  .aalitUiBoH  lo  nolismb 
YBm  iBifw  lo  Ufid  tuoda  ylno  asw  ilolifw  *«noliBioi/p  pnlUao*  badlmaaiq 
B  YllAai/paaduS  .inab  "sldBl  adt  mbnn*  alcvliq  o  moil  baallBai  naad  aVud 
ooBlonsfl  nsB  in  notioiB  IbvcM  hnslsl  amBBatf  oi  bali/Bd  axaw  au  lo  qaenf 
dilw  iltlv  oi  auH  bniiodvaiO  fi  no  ameo  anlbsM  .tioqtiiaii  qooii  b  IIswb  oi 
ada  iud  Baic  yni  balllrmaq  ion  aiaw  amilalV  lanll  adi  no  am 

ada  aoMlBlaiaq  laif  yd  bna  aolllo  *e'.CI,0”  adi  is  *on*  iqaooa  ion  blaow 
•lom  wal  fi  "wfiiiS  itaJ  aiff”  la  bBYsia  anibaU  ,baliimbB  yH^^xII  bow 
^BalapnAaoJ  la  (diuH  laiila)  aaibiaiioO  adi  dilw  avil  oi  litaW  nadi  ^adaaw 
A  .laifil  1B8Y  fi  iBBOBiavo  mxnl  bamuiatl  iiioii  aiaifi  vnlnlaniani 
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After  a  week  at  Treasure  Island  Naval  Base,  we  were  shipped  to 
Honolulu,  arriving  there  on  a  Sunday  morning.  With  our  gear  we  were 
trucked  to  a  compound  which  Included  men  from  all  subdivisions  of  the 
military.  Here  the  noon  day  sun  beat  down  while  everyone  speculated 
on  what  would  happen  next.  It  was  obvious  that  we  had  landed  on  the 
wrong  day  and  little  "business"  was  being  transacted  on  Sunday.  How¬ 
ever,  about  suppertime  a  truck  picked  me  up  along  with  several  others. 

I  was  now  attached  to  the  101  Construction  Battalion. 

This  outfit  had  recently  come  from  Port  Hueneme  and  had  as  yet 
seen  no  overseas  duty.  Currently  It  was  marking  time  In  readiness  to 
be  shipped  to  the  south  Pacific.  As  the  battalion  was  on  a  stand-by 
basis,  I  had  liberty  every  day.  I  had  three  cameras  with  me  and  was 
fortunate  that  unlimited  quantities  of  film  could  be  purchased  at  various 
"ship  stores ."  The  swank  hotel  "Royal  Hawaiian"  on  Waikiki  Beach  had 
been  leased  by  the  Navy  and  this  proved  to  be  a  popular  headquarters  for 
snacks,  "hula"  entertainment  and  to  watch  the  surfboard  riding.  I  was 
on  Oahu  Island  for  three  weeks ,  the  weather  was  ideal  and  the  tropical 
scenery  magnificent,  I  ventured  far  and  wide  In  search  of  exotic  scenes 
to  film.  At  Pearl  Harbor,  I  saw  the  sunken  hull  of  the  battleship,  Arizona , 
which  was  the  victim  of  the  first  bombs  dropped  on  that  fateful  Sunday, 
December  7,  1941,  entombed  are  1102  crewmen.  In  taking  pictures,  care 
had  to  be  exercised  In  avoiding  shots  that  revealed  ships  at  sea  or  at 
anchor.  All  movie  film  was  processed  by  the  local  Eastman  Kodak  Labo¬ 
ratory  and  was  government  censored  there. 

The  island  of  Oahu  was  a  huge  staging  area  for  all  the  armed  ser¬ 
vices.  The  narrow  sidewalks  were  Jambed  with  service  personnel,  more 
walked  in  the  street,  possibly  a  half  million  men  were  awaiting  trans¬ 
portation.  When  our  order  came  to  board  ship,  I  made  a  hasty  departure 
to  the  submarine  base  for  a  stork  of  film.  Our  transport  was  of  Dutch 
ownership  with  a  Javanese  crew,  none  spoke  English.  Our  destination 
was  unknown  but  scuttlebutt  favored  Saipan  In  the  Mariana  Island  group. 
The  Japs  had  been  extricated  from  New  Guinea,  the  Marshalls,  Solomons, 
Admiralty  and  Caroline  Islands  that  lay  north  of  Australia  and  currently 
heavy  fighting  was  taking  place  at  Saipan.  Subsequently  the  supposition 
was  proven  correct. 

On  leaving  Honolulu,  "Diamond  Head"  and  Waikiki  Beach,  we 
headed  In  a  southwesterly  direction.  With  each  passing  day  the  sun 
brought  added  misery.  The  old  ship  had  no  mechanical  air  conditioning 
and  on  the  bunks  and  bulkheads  a  film  of  filth  was  forming.  Heat  com¬ 
bined  with  perspiration  and  foul  odors  rendered  the  sleeping  quarters  un¬ 
tenable,  consequently  all  but  a  few  of  the  men  stayed  on  top  side.  Space 
to  lay  down  was  at  a  premium,  some  boys  were  lucky  to  find  room  tosqfuat 
and  play  cards,  to  create  some  shade  they  stretched  their  ponchos  over¬ 
head.  As  the  sun  beat  mercilessly,  I  thought  of  my  previous  Alaskan  duty 
and  I  began  to  think  that  I  should  have  requested  reassignment  to  that 
theater.  It  appeared  very  much  like  I  oould  not  adapt  to  this  tropical 
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O]  bdqqlffa  aiow  aw  ^aajia  laveVI  bnoXal  aivaMiT  lajCaaw  0  larlA 
•lafw  9w  i5ep  wo  riilW  .(^uimom  YcbruiS  ft  no  siadl  oniviTia  ^i/InlonoH 
a/U  lo  anolalvtbdiit  Uo  mtxti  nam  bsbula/ii  <lol4w  boi/oqmoo  0  oi  baiaird 
bs^aiiioaqa  anoyiava  ailttw  ixwob  laed  oua  x(d!>  noon  ai(]  aiaH  .vtisflllm 
axil  no  baboal  br>ri  aw  ladx  auolvdo  aaw  il  »ixan  noqqail  blncw  laiiw  no 
-woH  .yabnuS  no  beloeaneu  pnl&d  saw  "seanlaud*  alilll  bna  xBb  qhoiw 
.eredto  laiavea  dliw  Qnole  qu  am  ba^olq  ^(otnl  a  amltiaqque  in^a  ,iava 

.xjoUfiflad  noll&inlenoO  iOI  axil  ol  baxtooila  won  aaw  I 
■»  ,  '  - 

lav  aa  ban  bna  anzanauK  fiol  ataoo  '{lixMoai  bxid  tlliuo  ilifl* 

01  aaanlbasi  nl  anUl  cniJiintn  aew  il  iliaTnuO  .ylub  eeaaiavo  0x1  naaa 
yd-bnaie  a  no  aaw  aoilatiau  edi  eAif..oilioa*i  dinoa  aib/OJ  baqqlda  ad 
asw  bna  am  xlliw  eaiofliao  aaixix  bad  1  »\6b  yiava  vi^adtl  bad  X  ^atasd 
anoliav  la  batadovxq  ad  blixoo  mill  lo  BallUxiaup  baULnUlini  ladl  aianuliol 
bad  xloaa^  Lli;(iaW  no  ’'naliawoH  laYoH**  ialod  ;(aawa  axflC  ".aaiolaqlda" 
10I  aionajxpbaad  laluqoq  a  ad  ol  bavoiq.  aidi  bna  \vaM  adl  Yd  baaaal  naad 
asw  Z  .pnibl’T  biaodjhsa  aiil  xloiaw  02  boa  ixiamxii atialna  "aXud**  «aioana 
iaotqord  ax(j  bna  laabt  saw  isdiaaw  adl  ^aiaaw  aaril  10I  bnalaX.  intaO  no 
aanaaa  ailoxa  lo  xiaixzaa  ai  ablw  bna  lal  bauiloav  Z  .^tnsciUxipnm  ytanaoa 
^anosiiA  ^qldealilod  axil  lo  ilnd  nainua  axU  waa  I  «XKiieR  fiaaS  tA  ^rslil  ol 
tY*bmx2  ii*'  alai  laxli  ao  bafqoxb  admod  laill  axil  lo  flaLiolv  adl  aaw  xioldw 
aiao  «aaiiiloiq  ynlAxu  id  .nanrwaro  SOIX  aia  badroolna  ladmaoaCI 

10  10  ea«  la  aqula  balatvai  laxi)  aioda  yiiiblova  ol  baidowma  ad  ol  bad 
-odaJ  daboX  naRUaa.1  laool  axd  yd  baaaac/oiq  aaw  niil  alvoa  ilA  .loxiDtia 

•  arradi  baroaxiaa  inaounavoy  aaw  bna  Yioiai 

-laa  banna  axil  lia  io|  aata  yxiiyala  ayud  0  aaw  vxiaO  lo  bnaitt  axCT 
aiom  tiaiiiioaiaq  aolviaa  dltw  b««dni6t  aaaw  adiswabla  wonaa  axtl  .aaolY 
•aaan  ynljlMfe  siaw  xiam  noliiiai  Usd  a  Yidtaaoq  ^leaxta  adl  ni  l^iaw 
auilraqab  Yi>nd  a  obaxm  I  «qlda  biaod  nt  aaao  tabno  luo  iraiiW  .xstlatioq 
xioiuC  lo  aaw  tsoqaxum  luO  .mJUl  lo  >:noia  a  mi  aaad  axi'  iiuDdiia  bAi  ot 
xwlianliiab  iiiO  .jUliyoa  adoqe  rnubn  paaxiSYdZ  0  dtiw  qlilaiaiiwo 

•  qsary  biialal  analraKf  axil  ol  naqlaS  bamval  DirdalHuoa  iud  nwondaix  aaw 
lanomoIoS  ^aUadnaM  axtl  ^aanluO  waM  amid  balfoluxa  naad  bad  tqaX  aiTT 
xUamnuo  boa  aUaHauA  lo  dnon  yaZ  ladi  abnalal  anUoraO  bna  YlinrlaihA 
ooUlaoqqua  adl  vllnaixpaadixl  .neqloS  la  aoalq  yoldai  aaw  yntldyil  yvo^d 
'  0' *190X100  xiavovi  aaw 

aw  «doaad  UiilaW  bna  "beaH  bimmalG"  ^vlixIonoU  ynlvaai  tO 
10X1  axil  yab  yidaaaq  doaa  dilW  •noJitoaitb  ylmlatwxGvoa  a  al  babaad 
ynliiolilbxioo  ila  UoJjtiuhBm  oa  bad  qlda  bio  a^  .yxoaiax  babba  idyuoid 
•*1100  laaH  ,  pninnol  aaw  dlUl  lo  mlli  a  abaaddlud  bna  adxaxi  axil  no  bna 
•^nu  aianaup  pnlqaola  axil  baiabnai  iiobo  I0OI  bna  noileilqaiaq  xillw  bantd 
aoeqR  .abia  qoi  no  bayaia  aam  axil  lo  wal  a  ind  Ila  yllnoirpaaimo  «aldanal 
iiuxpBoi  aK>oi  bidl  ol  ysioul  afiaw  tyod  amoa  xStiulnunq  a  la  aaw  nwi^  yal  ol 
-lavo  aodonoq  xlaiU  badoJoila  yaxll  abada  anoa  olaam  ol  «abxao  yaiq  bna 
ylvb  nflixoJA  auotvanq  yn  lo  idpuodl  I  tylaialZoxam  land  nua  ndi  aA  .bead 
Ixut}  oblnaanplaaBoi  baiaanpai  avad  blixoda  1  ladl  zCntdl  ol  iiapad  1  boa 
laotqord  aidl  ol  iqaba  loo  bu/oo  1  adil  doum  yiav  baiaoqqa  tl  •xoleodl 
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zone,  but  at  this  stage  there  was  no  choice  but  to  sweat  It  out  somehow. 

whir-V,  Honolulu,  we  overtook  our  lumbering  L-S-T 's 

which  had  an  advance  start  with  our  heavy  equipment.  At  the  end  of  ten 

days ,  we  anchored  at  Enlwetok  AloU .  The  MoU  was  ^ardiy  more  than  a 

urwere°Vo^or  4n%h)‘'  ®  P^^hed  tents.  Anchored  around 

descriptions  Including  tankers  and  supply 
apparent  now  that  a  task  force  was  being  assembled  here 
hL^fi  Islands.  We  lay  at  anchor  for  three  days,  time  dragged 

heavily  as  monotony  and  congestion  added  to  the  discomfort.  In  the 

L-S-T's  swelled  the  force  to 

a^alf  h™;  weighed  anchor,  we  picked  up  an  escort  of 

L  an  eHort  tn  H  t  '^ich  sped  ahead  and  skirted  far  to  the  sides 

in  an  effort  p  detect  submarines  and  Intercept  enemy  planes  Our  soeed 

f  ^  harbor  at  Saipan.  We  went  ashore  via 

of^ont^onT.  “‘^seway  that  had  been  Improvised  from  an  assembly 

fiercest  fighting  In  the 

N^val  shelling  was  now  over  and  the  enemy  had  been 
^oroughJy  annlhHated.  However,  large  remnants  of  Jap  defenders  had 

OT^Mh  ®^Tha  u*' 4  °K  secluded  lu^the  dense  undtr- 

^wth.  Ihe  beach-head  had  been  made  where  we  disembarked  there  the 

hMf  .  amphibious  equipment  taclud- 

M?dret^  submerged  J^S-T's  and  Jap  sampans.  On  the  shore  was  a  Jap 
Mldjet,  two  man  submarine  from  which  the  batteries  had  been  removed. 

We  climbed  aboard  trucks  for  our  bivouac  site  alnnn  tho  -n-k:!,-! 

disabled  armored  tanks,  the  majority  were  Jap.  These  tanks^"'^^ 
t  though  they  had  been  on  fire  or  subjected  to  Flame  Throwers 

dia?^  Th  Nipponese  crews  therein  were  very' 

^ad.  -me  ride  to  our  area  was  about  three  miles.  It  had  rained  and  the 

sticky.  It  was  mld-aftemoon  when  our  gear  was  thrown 
mv  main  road .  The  rain  continued  llghUy  as  I  pitched 

my  pup  tent  and  dug  a  small  trench  around  to  Intercept  the  watpr  Frr.m 
^e  time  we  Jumped  off  the  trucks  I  had  detected  the  unmistakable  ndnr  nf 

inltlred  onT?u!  A^“ass  sll'. 

nearby,  obscure^d  by  palms  and  banana  trees,  was  the  obvious  source 

to  Investigate  and  found  the  bodies  of  several  m*en 
women  ^d  chH^en  on  the  floor.  In  a  room  adjoining  lay  several  dead  ' 
goats.  That  night  I  crawled  Into  my  pup  tent  and  ate  a  package  of  ’’K*' 
rations.  With  a  rain  filtering  out  much  of  the  stench,  I  trled^to  sleep 

toolfg^h  ^  ah^Uer.  “‘"Mature  streams  of  water  took  direct  course 

,  K  o’?®  L-S-T 's  on  the  foUowlng  morning  was  used 

to  bulldoze  do™  the  “grass  shack"  and  heap  several  feet  of  larth  upon 
t  e  tomb.  It  was  obvious  that  the  Jap  military  operated  much  dlffeenUy 
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,-9foH9tB09  tuo  Si  }6awB  ot  lud  Boiort?  Oil  taw  <n#iU  •cat*  tliij  J»  tod  %oinx 


T-B-J.  pnliadnioi  lOO  dootwvo  Btvr  ^oluIoaoU  \o  tuo  xeb  trrtilt  odt  iO 
not  lo  bao  Bill  JA  .tnocBqtupB  Yvasd  luo  iltlw  tiatt  Bonavba  no  bad  liolxiw 
a  aaiti  oioia  Ylbtad  tow  llotA  mCT  .UoiA  dotowina  ts  bBiailonB  arw  «Bxab 
LU016  boiotfonA  ,  ilnBt  boiiotiq  wal  0  ittlw  Bond  buM  bna  tnoo^el  lo  BOtiBB 
YXqqub  bne  ei^nat  ^olbulofti  BnoltqlioBBb  Ha  lo  BqiilB  Of  “lo  0€  aiew  to 
nail  bsldiSBaBc  ynlad  asw  oaioi  iBat  a  ladt  won  tnaiaqqa  bbw  Jl  ,BlBeBBV, 
bsc^l^aib  Bmtl  ,  sBirit  lol  lodona  la  yai  bW  .  tbnMal  UaHsiaM  silt  la 
Bilt  td  .HolmooBib  wAs  oS  babba  nottascnoo  bna  Ynotooom  as  yUvaad 
oi  aoiol  Blit  baUBWB  b’T-B>J  lailto  euXq  BtioqanatT  qootX  BTom  ^mliaSia  ,  ,, 
\o  tiooBB  naqo  baXotq  ww  ^tartona  bad^aw  aqliit  aril  narfW  ,plll  avoda 
>ble  aril  ol  lal  balHia  bna  bearia  baqa  ifolrfvr  BiaYondaBb  trfyll  naatb  llari  a  j 
baaqe  mO  .  tanaiq  \mans  iqaoiaim  bna  tantiaoicUiB  loaiab  ol  tioUa  na  nl 
«oil  BYBb  d  Jo  bna  aril  la  lod  b»T"8-J  aril  Jo  Btaicoiq  aril  xd  bafaaqmi  aaw 
alv  sTodBe  Jnaw  aW  .naqtaS  la  lodiari  aril  nl  babna  xovnoo  100  ,iol0wtn3 
rimatea  na  moiJ  baelvoiqiBl  iiaad  bari  laril  XBwatuao  fc^a  Jiariw  xinoqaBal  a 


aril  fii  vidl/tplJ  iBBOiaiJ  aril  lo  bb>ob  Jo  anaoB  aril  naad  bari  naqiaa 
naad  bad  ymana  aril  bna  lavo  won  eaw  (^nUXarii  iavatf  yvaari  aril  jOldo^ 
bad  nabnalab  qaX  Jo  ainanman  apiaX  ^isvawoH  .balaXlxUnAa  Ylri^uoiofU 
-labnu  atnab  aril  nl  babuioaa  aavao  laioo  Jo  abaibnuri  aril  nl  av*>Jai  biiooJ 
aril  atailj  .bariiadtaaBlb  sw  arariw  abam  naad.  bari  baadrrioaad  aril  .lUwonj 
buXonl  hiawqiijpa  nuoldlriquia  baldatlb  rillw  nwatta  aiaw  \ad  aril  io  aialaw^ 
qel  a  aaw  aiorffl  aril  rtO"  .BjiaqroaB  qal  bna  b'T-8-J  ba^ianKiifa  Uari  Qiii 
.bt»^n>fBai  noad  bad  taltaJiad  ails  *lolriw  mail  anliaasOua  aoa  owl  «talb^ 

*1  |!.  ^  I  l|i  .  H 

mmw  bisoT  Sit]  Qfiol0%  stis  oeujovid  w0  tal  ubinl  biMds  bwiaib  sW 

Bjlnat  aeaifr  .q6(  aiaw  baiow  baWat^  ui<namn 

.  tiowoiifr  Binan  ol  baJoatriua  to  anli  no  naad  bari  yanS  ri^uoril  9 a  bawii^ 
’yiav  aiBW  ntararil  awm  atanoqqlXI  adfibnuol  bna  marii  Lalooqa^  -wa 

aril  bna  banlai  bari  11  »aaam  aaoril  looda  aaw  aaia  luo  ol  abli  arff  .bfiab  ,, 

woirii  BOW  laap  luo  nariw  nooinalJa“blfli  bbw  jI  .Ydolla  aaw  Xioa  iaioo  dot 
bariollq  I  aa  y^dpll  baunlinoo  nJai  aril  .booi  Alam  arij  Jo  abla  aril  la  uo 
loofl  .lalaw  aril  iqactatiU  ol  bm/ota  rionml  Uriina  a  pub  bna  Inal  quq  yfi 
lo  lobo  aXdariaialinnu  aril  baloalab  bari  1  eriouil  aril  Uo  baqnu/l  aw  amll  aril 
(oariaaBBTp*  A  .i/liA  no  baliOllnl  aaw  I  riairiw  oi  riaaXJ  nanutri  p^aoqf^ab 
.aowoa  aoolvdo  aril  anw  ,aaai]  onaniyl  bna  amlaq  Yd  batuoado  »Ydn>an 
.nam  loiavat  lo  aalbod  aril  bnuol  bna  aiepUaavnl  ol  lavo  bOTalraiaa  laial I 
baab  Iotovbb  y«1  anlnlolba  moot  a  nl  «iooXJ  axil  no  nanbiltio  bM  namow 
"X*  lo  apedoaq  n  aia  bna  SttmS  quq  y*  olnl  baXwaOT  X  Iripln  inriT  ,aiaop 
qaaXa  ol  balxl  1  «rionaia  aril  lo  ifooin  luo  pnlialXll  nlai  a  riliW 
aaiuoo  loailb  riool  lalaw  Jo  amaeiia  aiujcdalm  ta  aidlaaoqoii  aaw  1^1  Iwd 


laUaria  xm  ripuoirii 


baao  aaw  pnlmom  pnlwoUoi  aril  no  a*T-C**J  aril  Uo  •lao*  jaiil  ariT 
noqii  rUiea  lo  laal  Xaiavaa  qaari  bna  "ioaria  aaanp"  aril  nwob  exobXIud  olj  - 
[;Xlnari8Ulb  riouBi  baimaqo  yi^UU®  lariJ  ai/olvdo  anw  iX  •rimol  ailJ 


bie 


than  our  own,  their  men  had  their  families  with  them,  their  home  was  a 
guard  post.  In  the  days  following,  thousands  of  Jap  bodies  were  noticed 
everywhere  and  we  paid  no  attention  to  them.  As  a  precaution  against  the 
spread  of  pestilence  and  disease,  the  corpse  were  being  "limed"  where 
they  fell  by  Marine  decontamination  squads  who  were  busy  after  we  came. 
No  effort  was  made  to  bury  the  Japs ,  some  lay  in  cart  trails  and  were  run 
over.  The  Island  was  composed  of  coral  rock  and  had  very  little  top  soil. 
Some  bodies  had  been  dozed  over  with  sand  along  the  beach  but  this  later 
proved  to  have  been  unwise  as  power  shovels  were  moved  into  the  area  to 
load  sand  for  making  concrete.  Sacrilegious  as  it  was,  many  a  Jap  anatomy 
was  Inadvertently  dumped  into  mixer  hoppers,  I  saw  no  one  bother  to  cast 
them  aside . 

Saipan  and  surrounding  Islands  in  peace  time  played  a  major  role  in 
the  Japanese  home  economy.  It  was  populated  only  by  Chamorra  natives 
while  under  the  control  of  Germany  before  World  War  One.  After  the  armis¬ 
tice  the  Mariana  group  were  mandated  to  Japan.  For  the  next  twenty-five 
years  the  Japs  developed  the  agricultural  potentialities  into  an  Important 
source  of  supply,  sugar  and  copra  were  the  chief  products.  A  sugar  refinery 
was  built  and  a  narrow  gauge  railroad  circled  the  Island  to  transport  the 
cane  to  the  mill.  Garapan  was  the  only  city,  it  had  a  peacetime  population 
of  twenty  thousand.  After  the  last  Naval  gun  had  been  fired,  the  sugar  mill 
was  a  shambles  and  the  city  of  Garapan  was  reduced  to  rubble. 

Not  far  from  our  camp  and  well  secluded  behind  dense  growth  at  the 
foot  of  a  perpendicular  blxiff,  was  a  reinforced  concrete  pill  box.  It  was 
large  enough  to  accommodate  a  hundred  or  more  people,  slits  in  the  thick 
concrete  wall  commanded  a  view  of  the  sea.  Some  big  guns  had  been  fixed 
within  but  had  been  removed.  There  were  several  of  these  combination  air 
raid  shelters  and  pill  box  installations,  I  took  pictures  at  the  closest  one, 
it  had  been  pin  pointed  by  a  shell,  and  the  floor  within  was  covered  with 
corpse,  many  were  women  and  children. 

To  orient  the  reader,  the  Island  of  Saipan  is  about  the  same  size  as 
Attu,  approximately  twelve  miles  long  and  four  wide.  Our  camp  area  was 
near  the  north  end,  at  the  south  end  was  the  B-2  9  bomber  base.  Half  way 
between  the  two  was  the  afore-mentioned  harbor.  Lying  just  south  of  the 
harbor  was  the  ruins  of  the  typically  oriental  city  of  Garapan.  Between 
Garapan  and  the  bomber  base  stood  the  sugar  refinery  in  a  settlement 
called  Charon-Kanoa ,  A  black-top  road  ran  the  full  length  of  the  island 
connecting  all  installations  with  the  Island  Command  Headquarters  at  the 
harbor.  Charon-Kanoa  was  restored  as  a  native  compound,  some  three 
thousand  Chamorres  and  civilian  Japs  were  "housed"  In  its  confines.  This 
compound  was  like  a  self  contained  community,  the  natives  elected  officers 
and  recruited  a  police  guard  to  patrol  the  perimeter  of  their  stockade.  Each 
day  groups  of  women  and  families  were  taken  in  trucks  to  various  fields  to 
work,  ci-oups  of  able-bodied  men  were  employed  by  our  military  at  35 
cents  per  day,  one  such  group  labored  with  us, 
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A  eaw  naod  liwlJ  ,m«df  rfjlw  Kstitmfll  Haiti  baif  nam  Haiti  »iiwo  luo  naiti 
baot^on  aiaw  talbod  qaX  to  tbnaeuoiti  ^ertlwolXol  tyab  aiti  nl  .laoq  brauQ 
aiti  nrUsgA  noIfUAOtiq  a  oA  ;OTa#ti  ol  nolliwJJa  on  btoq  aw  bnc  siailwYiava 
aiadw  “bamii**  paiad  aiaw  aftqioo  aiti  taaaaalb  bna  aoneltisaq  lo  baaiqa 
.amao  aw  lajla  aiaw  odw  abai/pe  noifanimainooab  anli&M  ^  Ua)  \9tU 
wi  aiaw  biifl  allau  tisa  oi  y«X  »®C)a  ,«qat  aiti  Ytud  oJ  abam  aaw  tjolU  oW 
.tioa  qol  atiJii  Y^av  bad  hac  iocfi  Isioo  lo  baeoqmoo  bcw  bnalei  aiff  .lavo 
laial  tiiti  Jud  rtoaod  aiti  vnola  bnsa  rtitw  isvo  basob  naad  barf  aaibod  amo8 
oi  fiau  aiti  olji!  bavoa  tnaw  atavorfa  lawoq  aa  aeiwnu  naad  avarf  ot  bavcnq 
Vmojanc  qal  a  Ynara  ^asw  Jl  aa  anotipalbOBS  »Ai9tonoo  pniXam'  loJ  bnaa  baol 
jaeo  ol  laitiod  ano  on  waa  I  ^aisqqorf  Toxlm  olnl  baqcnnb  Ytinanavbanl  aaw 

;abta6  inaiU 

'W  ' 

ni  aloi  lotani  a  bayalq  acoll  aoaaq  nl  sbnelal  pnlbin/orni/B  baa  naqtaS 
aavUnn  anoaarfO  yd  vino  baloLuqoq  aaw  a  .yioonooa  amori  aeonaqaX  aiti 
-alona  arft  lalXA  .anO  laW  biioW  anolad  yni&nnaO  to  loilnoo  aiti  Tabroi  ^rfw 
aviJ-yinawi  trcMa  aiti  lol  .itaqa(  ol  baiabaiun  aiaw  quoig  anslinM  aiti  aoii 
inetioqmi  na  olnl  aalli laitnaloq  ImulUiotioa  arfl  baqolavab  aqat  aiti  aiaay 
yianJlai  lapua  A  .eioubonq  totrfo  aiti  aiaw  aiqoo  bna  lapua  ^ylqqua  to  aoiuoa 
arfi  noqaaaii  ol  bnalai  arft  baiotlo  baoiilai  apuap  wonan  a  bna  illod  asw 
^Ualnqoq  aarflaoeaq  a  barf  il  ,ylto  ylno  aiti  aew  naqcieO  .lliru  arfi  oi  anao 
tum  layiia  aiU  »baHl  naad  barf  xuip  laaail  loal  orfi  laliA  baaaiiofti  ylnawi  to 
.slddui  ol  baovbai  aaw  nsqaiaO  to  yJlo  aril  bna  aaldmarfa  a  aew 

'*  '"'***•  o  • 

adl  la  itiwoip  aanob.boiilad  beboloaa  Haw  bna  qdfbaiuo  aioti  id  loM 

aaw  il  ,xod  iXlq  alaionoo  baoTolnlai  a  aew  ^tiiifd  lah/oibnaqiaq  a  to  loo! 
j(;:)i(ti  arfi  lU  ailla  tdlqooq  aroin  io  baHinurf  a  aleboiomoooa  ot  rfpiioaa  apial 
baxll  naad  barf  enup  pid  aioo2  .aae  aiti  to  walv  a  babnaminoD  Hew  alaionoo 
lie  noiiaiUdaioo  aaarfi  to  Xaiavaa  aiaw  aiaiCT  .bavomai  naad  bad  lud  lUdllw 
«aiio  laaaoio  arfi  la-aanalaki  lUioi  i<  ,«ncii4»IIaJaiii  jfod  Ulq  bna  craifarfc  btei 
rfllw  baiavoo  ami  nlititw  looH  aiti  bne  ,  Uarfe  a  yd  balnloq  nlq  naad  barf  11 
•  f}.  fW"  •  #  1  oaibllrfD  bna  namow'aiaw  ynam  taaqioo 

.  ‘i  ♦  1“  T  #1*^  ^  ' 

aa  axle  amaa  adt  fuo>iii  al  naqlaa  to  biieial  arfl^iabaai  art!  Jnntio  oT 
Bfiw  aaia  qmeo  luO  .ablw  iLol  bna  pool  aalim  a/lawi  yiaiomixoiqqG  xUfiA 
yew  UaH  .oaed  udmod  es-a  orfi  aaw  bna  iftuoi  arfi  la  ,bira  itiioa  arfi  laan 
aiti  to  rfltfoft  lent  pniyJ  .ludiud  banoiinaoi-aifile  aiti  aew  'owl  art!  naawtad 
naawiaa  .naqataO  to  ytto  XelnalV)  yllaolqyi  arfi  to  anlin  arfi  aew  lodierf 
InaoialllaB  a  nl  yiaidlai  ispira  oiii  booia  aaad  ladinod  arfi  bne  ncqaiaO 
bnalai  arfi  to  liipaal  liu)  arfj  net  ba<n  qoi>rfoeJd  A  .eonsJf-noieifiD  balleo 
•iti  la  BTsliei/pbaaH  bnminBoO  bnelal  aiti  rfllw  aroliaUMa/il  He  piUtoannoo 
aaidi  amua  ^tiuioqioDO  avlico  a  aa  baiotaai  Mew  aon/J(  -noTt>rfO  .lodierf 
alifr  •  aonltiioo  ail  ni  "baaaiorf"  aiaw  sqel  nelUvio  baa  isnoioerfO  biiaaiiodi 
aiaollto  baioala  aavtlaa  aiti  ^yilnuauaoa  baoiatiMD'  Uaa'a  aiui  'a«w  broioqiaoj 
iU>a3  .abadooiB  Haiti  to  laiaoHiaq  arfi  loHeq  ot  biavp  aolloq  a  baJlinoai  bna 
ol  ablall  Btioiiav  ol  adainl  ni  narfsS  aiaw  aalli luei  boa  namow  to  aqi/oip  yab 
8£  la^yiaUXtia  luo  yd  bayoiqna  aiaw  nam  batbod-aiida  to  aquod  .iiow 

.an  rfllw  banodal  quoTp  rfoua  ano  ^yeb  laq  alnao 
— il*  /  vxc 


Two  chief  petty  officers  In  our  battalion  were  assigned  to  assist  the 
Uhamorras  In  Improving  their  facilities,  thus  they  were  admitted  Into  this 
r^trlcted  area  without  challenge.  One  Sunday  I  rode  with  one  of  the 
Chiefs  Into  the  area  for  the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  pictures.  The 
cxjmpound  was  a  conglomeration  of  corrugated  tin  hovels.  At  the  several 
communal  wells,  men  and  women  stood  naked  In  the  process  of  bathing 
or  v^shlng  clothes.  As  we  were  leaving,  several  truck  loads  of  dunnage 
limber  arrived.  It  was  salvaged  from  ships  after  cargoes  were  removed, 
this  was  dumped  within  the  stockade.  Old  women  and  young  girls  hastened 
if  gathered  the  boards  Into  bundles,  rested  them  on  their  heads 

and  hurried  off  to  their  quarters .  A  cocky  bandy-legged  lltUe  man  carrying 
a  rifle  and  resembling  a  Jap  officer  was  In  charge  of  the  distribution. 

# 

The  bomber  base  was  a  beehive  of  activity  day  and  night.  That 
which  fascinated  me  most  seemed  to  be  an  artistic  rivalry  between  the 
nmnerous  crews.  On  the  sides  of  their  ships  they  had  painted  all  types 
of  characters,  from  those  In  the  comic  strips  to  stripped  dancers.  One  I 
remember  well  was  a  scrawney  "Tokyo  Rose"  talking  Into  a  microphone, 
another  was  "Dauntless  Dottle"  which  later  dropped  the  atomic  bomb 
"coup  de  grace"  on  Nagasaki.  Servicing  the  planes  and  replenishing  the 
bombs  was  a  continuous  process  at  the  base  while  the  flight  crews  gained 
a  respite.  Some  forays  were  made  to  the  Japan  home  Islands,  but  most  of 
the  bombing  was  concentrated  on  Iwojima  and  the  Philippines.  It  was 
apparent  that  the  latter  was  being  "softened"  for  recapture  by  General 
Mac^ur.  I  took  many  pictures  of  the  "works  of  art"  on  the  planes,  but 
as  always  the  Inclusion  of  radar  or  armament  was  to  be  avoided. 


To  retard  operations  from  our  base  at  Saipan,  we  were  subjected  to 
months  of  almost  nlghUy  assaults  of  bomber  raids,  perhaps  half  of  the 
enemy  craft  were  detected  by  radar  and  Intercepted  before  reaching  us  but 
a^onslderable  number  were  able  to  slip  through  to  dump  their  lethal  loads . 
On  the  sound  of  the  air  raid  alert,  it  was  mandatory  for  us  to  vacate  the 
Miracks  on  the  double  and  head  for  slit  trenches  prepared  In  a  nearby  cane 
Held.  It  was  not  unusual  to  stand  in  these  trench  shelters  most  of  the 
night  as  a  series  of  enemy  planes  came  over.  However,  our  end  of  the 
Island  was  not  the  prime  target.  The  Japs  were  mostly  Interested  In  de¬ 
stroying  our  bomber  base.  There  they  made  repeated  "banzai"  attacks 
none  of  these  planes  returned  to  their  base.  ' 

Th®  lOfsf  Construction  Battalion  was  not  blessed  with  the  same  high 
Wilber  of  personnel  as  In  my  old  22nd  unit.  Perhaps  an  allowance  should 
be  made  for  the  difference  In  climate,  at  Saipan  It  was  enervating.  The 
crisp  Invigorating  air  of  the  northern  climes  and  "can-do"  spirit,  was  re¬ 
placed  with  an  atmosphere  akin  to  "mannana"  or  why  not  let  some  of  the 
work  go  till  tomorrow,  I  attribute  some  of  my  own  lethargy  to  the  type  of 
assignments  handed  to  me  at  the  outset.  At  one  time,  I  supervised  a  de¬ 
tail  of  mates  which  Included  a  dozen  native  Chamorros,  we  called  them 
goots.  On  that  project  we  were  engaged  in  putting  on  the  finishing  touches 
to  the  earth  cover  over  newly  constructed  ammunition  dumps ,  our  part  was 
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ixli  lal8a«Q}  b«;T9iaK6  aiaw  tmo  ni  naoilSo  Y^»q  lalfb  oWT 

iliO  oJiU  baliimbfi  aiatw  xaAS  ^edltilJLoel  itadi  v/ilvorqmt  nl  uemmAitD  ,  _ 
ailt  \o  Bffo  dttw  aboi  1  YobavS  bcO  .  aynolleilo  aaie  bstohoati 

ft.'tr  .eoitflDtq  (fointfildo  «o  a^oqwq  aafnRpca  aili  lol  aaniA  a/U  oinl  elaliO 
laiavaa  adi  lA  .aiovod  nil  Jbaiooimoo  lo  Aottsiamolpnoo  e  baw  bnuoqisoo  * 
pniiU&d  lo  teoocnq  adl  al  baiAa  boolB  nanow  biiA  aam  « tliaw  li>fuimmoo 
•QAonub  ^  Bbflol  ioiru  Lnsvaa  ^qaIvaaI  ataw  aw  &A  .BAiliolo  pnidBAW  io 
vbavoffiAi Vi9w  sAoc'iAa  iaHa  Bqtde  moti  bapevlAB  baw  it  |bAvtTT£  lAdmuI 
Mlbcct  Blilc  pnuoY  anmcptf  blo  .sbii^ooia  Aid  oldltw  baqnu/b  baw  eJdl 
BbfiAd  liAii)  no  ma^  bAlBBi  .aalbiuKl  oi/d  Rbiaod  e/tl  barAidAp  a/d  oi 

nlYTiao  ofim  aXiHI  bappal-Ydoad  y^Iaoo  A  .  aiatioi/p  ilsill  ol  Bo  babnud  bna 
.nolUidideib  adi  io  aprodo  ol  baw  laolBo  qcl  a  pitiMmaeat  bna  alUi  A 

L 

ifidT  .Idpln  bne  xab  yilvlJOB  Io  avldaad  a  baw  at  ad  ladmod  arfT 
sdi  naawiad  Y^vii  ollaiiia  na  ad  oi  bamasB  tsooi  am  balanlotal  doldw 
BaqxJ  Ua  baloiaq  bad  Yadt  «qld^  iladj  lo^aabiB  adl  nO  .  bwatd  Buonaou/n 
I  anO  .Biaonab  baqqlds  oi  «qttJB  olmoo  edi  nl  aaodl  moil  ^aiaJoaiado  lo 
tonodqopim  a  oJnl  pnidiai ,?saoH  oYdoT*  \BWMKtoB  a  effw  flaw  -xadmamai 
dmod  otmoia  adi  baqqoib  laiat  doldw  "aliloQ  aaaliniiaQ"  aaw  ladtona 
aril  pnldalnelqai  bna  aanaiq  adi  poiolviaS  •dfaaapaM  no  "aoarp  ab  quoo”, 
Aiiiap  awaro  Jdpill  adi  aJLLdw  atad  adi  la  BBaoaiq  tuounlSnoo  a  aaw  admod 
o  laom  lud  ^ebiiE'lB!  amod  naqal  axil  oi  abam  aiaw  byaioI  amo3  .aiiqaai  a 
taw  n  .edniqqljUxH  adl  bna  amilowl  no  balaiiiiao/ioo^aew  poldmod  adi 
laianaO  y^  aiuiqaoai  lol  "banailot”  pnlad  bsw  laiial  adi  indi  inaiaqqa 
tud  ,eanaU|  axd  no  "na  lo  adaow"  adi  lo  aaii/iolq  y^^  I  .-uxdiiAoaM 
•  baMova  ad  oi  aaw  inamanna  io  labai  lo  nolaj/Ioai  adi  BYcwla  aa 

oi  bafoaldixa  aiaw  aw  .naqtaS  la  aaadiuo  ounl  anolimaqo  biaiai  oT 
ad)  lo  Had  aqadisq  «abl(n  ladmod  lo  ailxiaaaa  Ylidpln  itomla  lo  adlnom 
lud  au  poldoasi  aiol^  baiqaoialol  bna  labaiYd  baiOA-iab  aiaw  lleFTO 
.ebaoixi^laliladl  qinubol  dpuonii  qlltol  aldatfilw  laclAuin  aidmAbianoo^d 
adl  alaoav  o)  au  lol  Ylo^Abaam  aaw  )1  ,iiala  biai  lia  sdl  lo  bnuoa  ddl  tAD 
ineo  Ydiaan  a  al  bdioqaiq  Baifoiiail  ilia  lol  baad  bna  aUiuot  adj  no  adoanad 
adl  lo  iaom  eiailada  donarfl  aaadi  nl^bnaia  oi  lauaunu  icn  aaw  jl  »blall 
adi  lo  bna  luo  «iavawoH  ,iavo  amco  aanaiq  ymana  lo  aaliaa  a  aa  idpln 
-ab  nl  baiaaialni  yl^aoni  aiaw  aqal  aift  ^lapiai  amlaq  adl  ion  aaw  bnaltl 
^'adoalia  "laanad**  baiaaqai  abam  yadi  atax^  •aand  ladxood  luo  pnlyoiia 
.r*,.,  .  .aand  ilatii  oi  bamuian  aanaiq  aaadi  lo  anon 

ipldamaaadi  lUiw  baaaald  foa  aaw  ooliain^fiioO  lalOX  arfT  ^ 

jluoflB  aonewoXla  na  aqadia^  .4nu  tg|$  bl^  ya  al  aa  iMliioqiAq  Ip 
,  adT  .pnliavitna  anw  il  naqiod  ic  ^atomllo  idL  oonai^iR^  a^i  yol'nbi01lt;fl|L^ 
■*ai  aaw  ^iliiqa  "obofiao*  bna  aamllo  madiioa  •!&  lb  ila  ^ulOlOQiVdt 
adi  lo  amoa  ial  ion  ydw  to  **aaaiuiaai*  oi  nUa  na  dtl^' baoalT^ 

lo  aqyi  adi  OJ  ypiadial  nwo  yn  to  asoa  aiirdiiiial  ' sf'low 
-eb  a  baidviAqua  X  tAdUi  ano  lA  .iaeiuo  adl  ia  Ani  bi  MDildll  ainofnnplaaa 
madi  ballao  aw  ,B0T)omad6  avtian  natob  a  bohulonl- doldw  aaiam  lo  Uai 
adouol  pnidalniladi  no  pnliiuq  nl  bapapna  aiaw  aw  loalcnq  ladl  /O  .aioop 
aaw  mk)  luo  « aqnuib  noliinumma  baioinianoo  ylwan  lavo  lavoo  diiaa  adi  oi 
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done  by  hand  labor.  The  ammunition  dumps  were  a  heavy  gauge  type  of 
quonset  hut  which  was  partially  dug  Into  the  side  of  a  hill  for  conceal¬ 
ment,  one  end  was  exposed  to  accommodate  loading  and  unloading  of 
trucks.  Approximately  50  of  these  magazines  were  erected  and  filled 
with  ammunition  as  fast  as  completions  permitted,  they  were  placed  some 
150  yards  apart  as  a  precaution  in  the  event  of  a  direct  hit  by  enemy  fire. 

While  I  was  camouflaging  the  top  of  the  magazines,  my  counterpart 
Chiefs  were  assigned  to  harness  a  spring  high  In  the  Jungle  a  couple 
miles  from  camp.  Their  project  included  a  wood  pipe  line  to  supply  our 
area  with  water.  When  the  water  was  turned  Into  the  line,  none  appeared 
at  our  end,  all  leaked  out  due  to  defective  Installation.  My  attachment 
to  this  101st  battalion  had  been  recent  but  I  was  not  long  In  detecting  that 
some  animosities  were  prevalent  among  cliques  of  chiefs,  I  discovered 
a  few  were  seeking  to  discredit  others  in  an  effort  to  receive  recognition 
and  advancement  to  "gold  braid."  In  consequence  of  this  dissension, 

I  was  lost  In  the  shuffle  and  I  was  content  to  remain  obscure.  I  had  no 
personal  ambitions  other  than  to  stick  it  out,  I  knew  nothing  about  the 
other  chiefs'  qualifications  and  I  could  not  have  cared  less. 

One  other  mate  came  with  me  from  the  old  22nd  as  a  replacement, 
his  name  was  Kammer.  Kammer  had  the  rating  of  yeoman  1st  class  and 
worked  In  the  battalion  headquarters  office .  Kammer  and  I  had  been 
closely  associated  since  the  days  of  boot  camp  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and 
he  was  familiar  with  my  duties  heretofore.  He  mentioned  my  pipe  line 
experience  to  the  senior  officer  In  ciiarge  of  the  ship-fitter  department, 
which  subsequently  resulted  in  yours  truly  being  called  in  as  a  trouble 
shooter  on  our  water  supply.  I  had  listened  to  the  boys  In  my  barrack 
discuss  their  woes  on  the  water  detail  so  I  was  fully  cognizant  of  their 
many  errors.  However,  with  a  few  of  the  lads,  we  tightened  the  wood 
line  and  the  storage  tanks  In  our  camp  began  to  fill. 

About  this  time,  with  top  priority ,  an  all  out  effort  was  being  made 
to  prepare  for  casualties  expected  from  the  impending  attack  on  the 
Philippines.  To  secure  the  beachhead  and  sustain  the  invasion,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  ships  of  all  types  had  assembled  over  a  period  of  weeks  in  the 
waters  beyond  our  harbor.  While  the  various  ships  lay  at  anchor,  some 
simulated  their  landing  techniques  using  amphibious  craft  to  "close  In" 
on  our  area.  Possibly  the  number  of  ships  reached  a  thousand  when  the 
aggregation  left  to  bolster  the  attack  on  the  enemy.  On  Saipan,  emer¬ 
gency  orders  were  received  to  press  every  available  man  into  the  con¬ 
struction  of  hospital  facilities,  casualties  were  to  be  flown  here.  New 
temporary  convalescent  areas  were  constructed  and  the  present  emergency 
hospital  was  to  be  enlarged.  The  Army  engineers  were  barged  with  the 
responsibility  for  erecting  a  water  storage  tank  on  a  bluff  to  the  rear  of 
the  hospital  and  Install  a  wood  pipe  line  to  supply  water  under  pressure 
to  the  expanded  facilities.  The  Amy  lads  Immediately  stumbled  into 
difficulties  on  the  line  Installation  and  again  "Doc"  c3arlson  was  sum¬ 
moned.  I  worked  with  the  Amy  for  th«  next  month,  it  would  have  been 
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lo  ♦qyJ  yvoari  6  naw  uqinub  notllmrauaa  »rfr  ^lodel  hnarf  yd  snob 

i  ~lAaonoo  Tol  tUri  t  lo  abta  orfi  oini  oub  yllfitiTfiq  s&w  daiifw  Juif  laamup 
Bp  lo  Q/iibaoIiui  Oita  pnlbfioJ  o^isboauiioooe  oi  b92oqxa  euw  bna  ano  «2nam 
bolill  bnB  boioaio  artaiw  tnalzeg^m  eeoilt  lo  02  YlatOifiixasqqA  .^oint 
emo«  booelq  oiaw  yeiU  ibonlanaq  Brroitelqraoo  SBisol  ae  noUlnumme  dllw 
.aiilyoidfla  yd  Till  joaitb  a  lo  jnava  aifj  at  noliuaoaiq  a  Bt  neqa  ebiey  021 

tiaqieinuxjo  ym  ,  fianlsapam  ad]  lo  qoJ  arfl  pnlpanoomao  a  aw  1  aUrfW  • 
alqooo  a  olpmit  ad]  nl  dgiti  pniiqa  a  aaamad  o]  banplaae  oiaw  aleldo' 
luo  yiqqui  ot  anti  aqtq  boow  a  babulonl  loa^oiq  liadT  .qraao  mod  aalliB 
baioaqqa  anon  ,9nll  adj  olnJ  bamul  caw  lalaw  ad]  ne/lW  .lataw  d]|w  aaia 
Jciattuioasja  yM  .no]]aiJa]ant  aviioolab  o]  aub  Suo  baXaoI  lia  «bna  mo  ta 
J6ti]  pniJoaJabnl  pnollonaaw  I  Jud  Inaoainaad  bad  noliojjad  JaXOl  aid]  ol 
baiavooalb  1  ^elaido  lo  aaupilo  ^noma  Inaiavaiq  ai^  aaiilaoraina  amoa 
aoUiapoom  svtaoant  o]  nolla  na  nl  ai^edio  Itbamaib  o]  pnl;<aaa  araw  wal  a 
^oolanaaaib  aid]  lo  ^onat/paanoo  nl  ".hlaid  biop**  OJ  Inaaiaonavba  bna 
on  bad  I  .aiuoado  niamai  o]  inatnoo  aaw  I  bna  aillnda  ad]  itl  leol  sow  1 
ad]  looda  pnldjon  wand  1  ,  jiK>  jl  doua  o]  nariJ  ladlo  anoiwdma  lenoaiaq 
.aaai  batao  avad  ion  bluOo  1  bna  anoliaolUlai/p  *aladdo  iad)o 

^tnamaoaiqai  a  aa  bnSS  bio  ad]  moil  am  dllw  amao  aitm  mdio  anO 
bna  aaalo  lal  namoay  lo  pnliai  ad]  bad  lammaX  .lanunnSl  asw  aman  aid 
naad  bad  1  bna  lammad  .aolllo  notiatipbaod  noita]]ftd  ad]  nl  bo:iiow 
baa  ^atnipuV  .dlohoM  ia  qmao  )ood  lo  ayab  ad]  aooia  ba]alooaaa  yiaeolo 
anil  sqlq  ym  banolinam  oH  .aroloianari  aaimb  ym  r(]lw  laillmal  acw  ad 
«]nam]iaq;»b  ia]]il-qid«  adi  lo  apiait>  ni  laoillo  lolnaa  aril  ol  aonahaqxa 
alduoii  a  aa  ni  baliao  pm  ad  ylinl  amoy  ni  ballutai  yiinai/paadi/t  ^idw 
doanad  y>a  ol  cyod  adi  ol  banaiaiX  bad  1  .ylqqua  laiaw  mo  no  laiooda 
ilarij  to  iaaainpoo  yiXnl  aaw  X  oa  llaiab  miaw  adi  no  aaow  liadi  aai/oalb 
boow  ad]  banaidpiJ  aw  ,abai  adi  lo  wal  a  dltw  .lavawoH  .nona  ynam 
-  —  •Xlil  Ol  napad  qmao  mo  nl  ad/ta]  apcioia  ad]  bna  anil 

-  abompniad  aaw  jiolia  ]iio  lia  na  ^yti'ioitqqo]dJiw  « ami]  aldi  luodA 

ad]  no  iofs}]a  pnlbnaqni  arit  moil  bajoaqxa  aalilauaao  lol  aiaqaiq  ol 
-oifd  ^notaaviU  ad]  niaiaua  bna  baaddoaad  edj  amoaa  OT  .aanlqqiliin 
ml]  ni  adaaw  io  bolwq  a  lavo  baXdmaaaa  bad  aaqyi  Xla  lo  aqida  to  abaib 
amoa  ^mdona  la  yal  aqida  auoliav  ad]  alidW  Siodfad  luo  booyad  aia]aw 
"ni  aaoio"  o]  ]l0io  auoldldqraa  pniau  aanplndoai  pnibnal  iladl  ba]altfiiila 
adi  nadw  bnaajiodi  a  ji»adoaai  aqida  lo  ladainn  adj  yldiaaoS  «aaia  mo  no 
►lama  .naqiafi  nO  .yMaiia  adt  no  do  alia -adr mfalod  of  Jlal'iiollapaippa 
-noo  adj  oJoi  nam  oldaliava  yiava  aaaiq  oi  bavlaoai  aiaw  aiebio  yonay 
waH  .amd  nwoll  ad  oi  aiaw  aalilauaao  ^aaUXIioal  It^ilqaod  lo  noUouna 
yonoviama  in^aaaj  adi  bna  batointanoo  aiaw  aaaia  Inaoaalavnoo  Yi//ro.jin9i 
adi  diiw  bapiado  amw  viaanipaa  ynnA  aifT  .bapialna  ad  ol  atw  lt>nqeort 
lo  taai  ad]  of  llutt  a  no  dnai  apeiota  lalaw  a  pnUbata  lOt  yjUtdtBnoqaaT 
atuaaaiq  mbnu  laiaw  ylqqua  oi  anti  aqiq  boow  a  (iaiani  bna  raaiqaorf  adi 
oial  baidmuia  ylaioibamiol  abal  ynoA  atfT  .aaliliioaft  babnaqxo  adi  of 
-fUit  aaw  ooeheO  "ooQ”  nispa  bna  noltallalcnl  anll-odi  no  aalili/otSib 
nami  avad  bliiow  n  ^dtnoai  :aaA  adi  wl  ymxA'adi  diiw  badWl  .banom 
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unnecessary  to  have  worked  with  them  that  lon9^  had  these  boys  been  more 
dedicated  to  their  assigned  task.  They  were  a  worn  out  aggregation  and 
morale  was  low,  they  had  been  overseas  for  more  than  two  years  and  had 
^fble  enthusiasm  for  further  work,  A  rotation  system  had  been  Inaugurated 
to  permit  a  few  men  at  a  time  to  have  furloughs  to  the  States  and  return, 
who  would  be  next  was  their  only  concern. 

On  October  20,  1944,  Gen.  MacArthur  captured  the  Island  of  Leyte, 
In  the  Philippines.  The  stream  of  casualties  to  our  48th  general  hospital 
coincided  with  the  first  wave  of  men  that  stormed  the  Leyte  beach.  Pro¬ 
bably  I  would  have  stayed  with  the  Army  longer  If  another  emergency  had 
not  risen. 

A  Jeep  was  dispatched  forme  and  Iwas  hauled  off  to  do  the  plumbing 
on  a  pretentious  Fleet  Officers  lounge.  Concrete  floors  were  being  poured 
on  this  project  on  the  day  I  was  brought  in,  and  none  of  the  plumbing  had 
been  roughed-ln.  A  "ruhbarb"  had  transpired  between  a  brother  chief  who 
had  begun  the  job  and  our  Immediate  superior  officer.  While  working  on 
this  glorified  club-house  on  this  remote  Island,  I  sandwiched  In  other 
critical  tle-ln"  jobs  on  the  other  side  of  the  Island,  In  my  specialty,  that 
of  cutting  In  valves  and  tees  on  wood  pipe  lines ,  this  water  to  supply  the 
new  convalescent  area.  In  relating  these  events,  perhaps  I  could  be  more 
modest,  but  I  wish  to  adhere  to  the  facts,  possibly  I  would  not  have  been 
selected  for  many  of  these  installations  had  my  cohorts  displayed  their 
qualifications  to  better  advantage  by  being  cooperative  instead  of  jockey¬ 
ing  for  position  on  the  "promotional  springboard." 

In  peacetime  all  projects  near  and  far  are  let  by  contract  and  the 
work  is  executed  by  various  skilled  civilian  tradesmen.  This  is  especial¬ 
ly  true  of  the  more  technical  and  complicated  mechanical  Installations  In 
building  construction.  It  was  one  of  the  latter  that  was  charged  to  me  on 
Saipan.  I  was  handed  the  mechanical  plans  for  a  15,000  man  laundry  to 
be  operated  by  the  native  Chamorras.  Since  then  I  have  reviewed  the 
records  of  other  battalions  and  Inquired  about  the  Installations  by  the 
Army  Engineering  Corps  and  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  this  laundry 
job  represented  the  largest  single  mechanical  Installation  attempted  by 
service  personnel  In  World  War  Two. 

On  Sundays,  the  chief  activity  of  the  mates  was  to  search  for  Jap 
rifles  and  other  mementoes.  I  did  very  little  souvenir  hunting,  I  was 
usually  on  the  prowl  for  pictures .  With  my  post  card  camera  I  had  taken 
many  shots  of  unusual  scenes,  these  I  sent  to  Eastman  Kodak  at  Honolulu 
dnd  ordered  mdny  thousand  prints  made  of  those  passed  by  the  government 
censor.  When  a  shipment  arrived,  I  enlisted  the  aid  of  a  couple  mates, 
we  would  spend  several  nights  putting  the  prints  into  sets.  Many  lads 
came  from  other  outfits ,  even  merchant  seamen  from  supply  ships  in  the 
harbor  were  directed  to  me  for  pictures.  It  was  a  moderately  lucrative 
hobby,  however,  I  believe  my  greatest  benefit  was  not  financial  but  psy¬ 
chological,  It  kept  me  so  engaged  that  I  had  no  time  to  become  depressed 
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nosa  n«Mi  eyod  scs/li  bad  pool  isdJ  lamtU  dstw  bac/TOW  9V6d  o)  Y^6ta«o«nlBr 
biX6  noU09«i9Ca  iuo  mow  a  mow  Yo/ff  .^asi  banoiaaft  ilaiil  oi  baiaolbab 
bail  b/ifi  BiBOY  owt  nerfi  mom  to\  aaoriavo  n»ad  bad  Yadt  «woI  aaw  alaioffi 
aJBUJi^uani  naed  bad  mairYt  noUaJoi  A  .diow  Tadiiu)  lol  mBalaudma  aiJlii 
xtnvitn  bna  b»]£18  oiU  ol  adpuaia/l  ev&d  of  amli  a  la  nem  wal  a  lijinaq  of 

,mo9nno  Y^  Ttadf  aifw  ixan  ad  bluow  odw 

aJY^  ^  biudel  sdi  bmirtqao  niifnAoaM  »aO  ^>^61  «0£  lodoloO  flO 
lallqaod  laianao  i(jO>  h/o  of  aalflauafto  )o  marnfa  aifT  .taoiqqiltfn  adf  at 
-oriq  .doead  alYaJ  >*^1  boimofe  fadf  nam  lo  ovaw  fail!  aid  rOtw  bablontoo 
bad  Y^napiama  Yodlona  U  layool  Y^<nA  adi  djtw  boYSla  avad  bluow  I  y^>^ 


,  .j  1.-  •  ^ 

^nldauilq  adf  ob  of  do  boli/sdaawl  bna  aiSTOi  beitof aqatb  aaw  qaal  A  *1.  mb  mb 
Biiioq  ynlad  ariaw  atooll  atatonoO  .apiwoJ  riaoilK)  foaH  auoifaafaiq  a  no 
)ed  pntdffiulq  odi  fo  «»iion  bna  ,nt  fdyuoid  saw  I  Y^b  adi  no  toatoiq  aid}  no 
)dw  Idldo  i^diand  a  naowiad  b^qenmi  bad  "diaddin”  A  « nl-badyuoi  naad 
no  ynidiow  allriW  .-laolllo  lotraqua  afatbamai  mo  bna  dot  adf  mryad  bad 
ladfo  nl  badolwbnaa  I  ^bnalai  alomm  alrff  no  aauod-dujb  balltiobp  aliii 
(dr  kY^Ialoaqt  y<°  dL  ^bnalal  arff  io  obis  laiiio  adf  no  adol  *ni-*a)}”  Laoiltm 
idl  Ylqqu<>  ol  79f0w  eldf  (Banll  aqtq  boow  no  aaal  bna  aaviav  ni  pnitluo  lo 
iom  ad  bljioo  1  eqtufTaq  ^efnava  aaadf  yotroim  xd  .aeiB  tneoaalavnao  won 
load  ovarf  ton  bli/ow  I  Y^Beoq  odi  of  arrarfbe  of  datw  1  fud  ^leoboia 

ilsdl  boYdlqKib  biiodoo  yai  bed  anoli filial tnl  asadf  lo  y(nam  lol  bofoalaa 
Yo:(ool  lo  beoiEfU  ovlfmoqooo  yntad  y^  oQaifravbn  loffod  of  inoiffiollUaup 

'^.tnaodynliqa  lonoifoflunq**  adf  no  notftaoq  lo)  ynl 

odf  bna  fomfnoo  Yd  fal  mfi  lel  bna  ifton  atoaloiq  Ua  omlfooaaq  nl 
[alooqao  at  atrfr  .(To/naabai}  natUvlo  boULfa  aooliav  y^  bafuooxs  at  iiow 
nl  aaoiraliaiant  laoitiadoom  bofcotlqmoo  bna  laolndoaf  aioffl  odf  lo  airxf  y^ 
no  om  of  boyifido  new  tadj  lofffii  odf  to  ono  aow  JT  TnotJoirnanoo  ynibUud 
of  YittnnAl  nam  OOOt^i  a  lol  analq  looinadoofn  odf  bsbnad  law  I  .naqiaB 
odt  bawalvoT  ovi^  I  nadf  oonl2  .tonomadO  ovlfan  odf  Yd  bolaioqo  ad 
adf  yd  •nolfallefani  adf  mode  baiiupnl  bna  snotlaffad  lodio  lo  abiooaT 
fnual  aldJ  fadf  nolaulonoo  odf  badoaai  avad  1  bna'aqioO  ynliaanlynS  yonA 
yd  beiqinaiia  noliallafinl  laoldadoani  olynla  faayial  adf  bafnaaoTqan  dot 

•owT  laW  blToW  nl  lonr^onaq  oolviaa 

qal  x>l  doieoa  of  aaw  aainoi  adi  lo  yllvlfoa  laldo  aiU  ^ayabnyB  nO 

■  cw  I  .ynXim/d  linawoa  alffli  yrov  bib  1  .Bacfnameia  ladfo  bna  aaOii 
nadaj  bad  f  aiomeo  biao  f aoq  ym  df tW  .  vawioiq  tol  Iwoiq  adf  no  yUaniu 
rinlonoH  ta  d/uboK  naenfaaS  of  inaa  I  oaadi  .^Konaoa  Lauaufw  U>  aioda  yniwii 
netn/novoy  odr  yd  basaaq  asodf  lo  abam  Birtliq  baaauodf  ynam  btiolno  bna 
^aoiam  alquoo  a  lo  bid  odf  baftlina  I  ^bayltro  JnamqidB  anadW  .Toanao 
aboX  ytuiM  .BfaB  ofni  Bfnlv]*»il}  ynlffuq  Bidyin  ieiavaa  Lnaqt  bXiKfW 
adf  nl  Bqlric  ylqqua  mond  naaifioB  fnadoioin  nava  ^aillfiio  Tadfomord  oniao 
avlrmaul  ylaroiobom  a  fifiw  n  .sonu/folq  ml  am  of  haioatlb  aiaw  Todiad’  • 
•yaq  fud  lalonanll  Jon  a  aw  fltanad  fBoiaaiy  ym  ovailad  1  ^lavawod  ^yddoiit'"' 
>aaaaiqab  amoood  of  omli  on  bad  I  radi  bayayna  ob  am  iqad  fl  ,laolyolodo 


A  path  was  literally  beat  to  my  bunk  by  those  inquiring, . . .  when  are  the 
pictures  coming. , . .  or,  will  you  put  me  down  for  a  set  ?  Yes  Indeed,  I 
had  gained  considerable  popularity. 

On  April  12  ,  1945,  our  flag  was  flown  at  half  mast,  our  Commander 
In  Chief  and  President  of  the  United  States ,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
had  died;  Harry  S.  Truman,  Vice-President,  succeeded  him.  By  this  date 
our  work  on  Saipan  was  drawing  to  a  close  ,  the  Iwo  Jlma  and  Philippine 
beach-heads  had  been  "secured."  The  laundry  Job  was  finished  and 
scuttlebutt  was  circulating  that  my  battalion  would  soon  move  to  Okinawa, 
it  was  the  only  remaining  hop  before  invading  the  Jap  home  island  of 
Honshu,  As  we  marked  time,  interspersed  with  push-ups  and  hikes,  I 
was  granted  permission  to  go  fishing  with  the  "goots". 

Two  sampans  set  out  to  sea  dally  in  thq  quest  for  fish.  We  started 
out  this  day  before  0400,  the  crew  consisted  of  eight  civilian  Japs,  none 
could  speak  English,  we  conversed  exclusively  with  gestures.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island  a  long  net  was  eased  into  the  water  to  procure 
bait.  A  couple  of  the  boys  jumped  into  the  water  and  pulled  the  net  around 
in  a  circle,  after  repeating  the  operation  twice  an  ample  supply  of  bait 
was  placed  in  a  tank.  We  proceeded  out  to  sea  and  a  half  hour  later  a 
school  of  bonlta  was  sighted.  One  man  continuously  threw  buckets  of 
minnows  into  the  water,  other  crewmen  manned  the  fishpoles ,  no  bait 
was  used  on  the  hooks.  The  bonita  became  delirious  at  the  sight  of  min¬ 
nows  and  struck  at  the  shiny  hooks.  The  fishing  lasted  about  twenty 
minutes,  all  the  while  a  perforated  pipe  on  the  side  of  the  sampan  sprayed 
a  mist  that  obscured  the  boat  as  the  men  stood  at  the  gunwhale.  In  that 
brief  time  the  bait  was  exhausted  and  we  had  a  ton  of  fish.  On  the  return 
the  boys  made  breakfast  aboard,  it  consisted  of  eating  the  fish  raw  with  a 
black  sauce.  The  fishermen  persuaded  me  to  sample  a  piece,  I  gulped  one 
down,  my  reaction  was , , ,  ,  I  prefer  my  fish  to  be  cooked . 

June  6,  1944,  was  invasion  day  on  the  beaches  of  Normandy  in 
Europe,  On  May  7,  1945,  a  German  delegation  signed  the  instrument  of 
unconditional  surrender.  In  the  Pacific  theater  too,  the  day  of  capitula¬ 
tion  by  the  Japs  was  only  a  matter  of  weeks  as  President  Truman  ordered 
the  use  of  the  atomic  bomb,  Coincldently,  plans  were  being  devised  by 
the  Navy  for  demobilization  of  personnel,  priority  to  be  given  to  men  who 
had  completed  three  years  of  service,  I  grasped  this  opportunity  to  apply 
for  discharge  as  the  battalion  began  loading  L-S-T's  for  extended  duty  at 
Okinawa .  About  a  dozen  of  us  old  timers  were  eligible  to  go  home .  A 
farewell  party  was  given  in  our  honor  on  the  fined  night  on  Saipan,  many 
extolling  speeches  were  made  and  replies  were  made  in  kind.  I  do  not 
recall  what  I  said,  the  officers  and  men  were  generous  with  praise,  mo¬ 
mentarily  I  regretted  that  we  must  part.  However,  the  war  had  been  fought 
and  the  end  was  at  hand,  there  could  be  no  good  reason  for  me  to  remain. 
Waiting  for  a  troop  transport  for  months  at  Attu  had  taught  me  to  seize  the 
first  opportunity  to  leave , 


321 


1 


srfJ  *75  narfw  . , .  .piitTlj/pni  •eodl  yd  :liwd  \tn  oi  tsod  \iLemiil  esw  iliaq  A 
I  *bfi«bnl  S9Y  T J«8  s  Tol  nwob  sm  iwq  i/oy  lltw  .cidaiaj  Mgwtolq 


I  .yilifiii;qoq  sldfiTftbiaaoo  b»nl6Q  bcif 

i^bn&mmoO  itro  «le5ai  Uod  >»  fiwol)  asw  iro  ,3^01  £1  lhqA*nO 


ll0vo8<>oSr  onalaQ  « adJaiS.baltnU  041  io  lAAbiaai^  biz#laidD  at 

aJfib  ilrti  Yfl  .miif  babsi^ooua  »iflabl»ert-»oiV  ^nenurtr  .8  m«»  tboib  barf 
anl^litrfl  baa  amllowl  mdj  ^oeolo  a  01  gnlwaib  aaw  nfvqiaB  no  Utaw  tuo 
by  barfaloll  aew  dot  yibnbal  a/ff  •.bsmoai'*  naad  barf  abaari-rfoead 
»£W8nuO  01  dvom  oooa  bL^ow  noilaiJad  yot  larfi  pnliaiiioiio  acw  Jjud©ltJia)t 
10  yalet  9morf  qal  arfi  ^nlbavni  siolad  qorf  patatacBaK  yX«>  •A  «aw  tt 
I  ,t«rflrf  bna  aqu-rfauq  rfjiw  baaiaqaitwol  ,3fuiJ  barfiam  aw  mA  .iirfauoH 
."aloo\?“  arf}  Atw  yntrfell  05  ol  ootaainnaq  bainarQ  aaw 

bsiizue  aW  ,rfall  70I  laaap  prfi  ni  yliab  asa  ol  tuo  Isa  anaqsiaa  owT 
anon  ,8qal  naillvlo  jrfpls  to  balaltnoo  w6t>  srfi  ^00^0  siotod  yab  alA  too 
.)A  nO  .teiulEOG  rfUw  Yiavlauloxs  baaiav/ioo  aw.^dallgna  Xaaqe  blnoo 
aiiiooiq  01  islaw  erfi  oinl  baaas  eew  isn  ^nol  a  b/xalai  arfi  to  abts  ailaoqqo 
bm/oia  len  oAibaltoq  bna  isjaw  sA  olnl  bsqnn/t  tYOd  arfj  to  aXquoo  A  .Had 
Had  to  ylqqua  alq^A  na  soiwi  noileioqo  oA  (pnllasqsi  lalla  ^sloito  a  al 
^  i^^^btoorf  Harf  a  bna  aaa  ol  luo  babaaooxq  sW  .rfnaj  a  at  baoalq  aaw 
*0  wsirfi  Yl*«oo/tUnoo  nan  anO  .bslrfpta  aaw  aunod  to  ioorfoa 

-  ^aatoqrfan  edj  bannoni  naatwnn  larfto  .lalaw  otU  otat  awoonim 

-ntn  to  Jritjta  orfi  la  gifoiitlsb  anaosd  alinod  srfT  .arfooii  arfi  no  bam  aaw 
X^iisvri  tooda  baiaal  ontrfail  »rfT  .aioorf  yidrfa  arfI  la  rfoinia  boa  *won 
boyaiqs  iTeqmaa  sA  to  abia  aA  no  sqtq  baJaiohaq  a  aUrfw  oiit  lie  ^aalunLin 
jertj  nl  •slarfwany  9/U  la  b^ia  ns/a  mdi  ta  laod  aril  bauioado  larfi  lai/n  a 
fltolsi  aril  nO  .rfaii  )o  not  a  barf  aw  bna  balanadxa  aaw  Had  arfi  anil  )atid 
a  Atw  wai  rfalt  a  A  Qoliaa  to  baielinoo  li  ^biaoda  laalrfaaid  aban  ayod  aA 
ano  baqlnp  I  ^aoatq  a  alqaaa  oS  am  babautiaq  namiarfAl  adT  .aouaa  ioald 


.b^ooo  ad  A  dai)  ym  latoiq  I  ,««.aBw  noiioaai  ym  «nwob  ' 
ni  ybnaonoM  to  tarfoaad  aA  no  yab  noUsvnt  tew  ,d  arail 


to  inanunJeA  aA  bandit  noliapslab  naonaO  a  ;3l‘«r  yaM  oO  .aqoTwS 
-atoilqao  to  ycb  aA  »ooJ  lalaoA  olUoal  aA  oI  .mbnani/i  lanoUlbnooni/ 
faaoabio  nay> iT  inabiaai?  aa  erfaaw  to  lanom  a  yloo  taw  aqrfl  aA  yd  noU 
yd  besiveb  yAad  anow  enalq  ^xlJ/i»bloatoO  .dmod  Amo] a  aA  to  am  aA 
orfw  nom  OJ  neviy  ad  ol  yilToliq  .lonnoeiaq  to  noliaatlidomab  lol  yvaM  aA 
yiq^  A  yiUniioqqo  AA  baqaoiy  1  .aolviaa  to  aiaay  oaiA  baialqmoo  barf 
,  ~  4  to  ylob  babnaixa  lol  i*T^-vI  yAbaoi  nay  ad  noUaitad  a  A  aa  ayiadoaib  loi 
A  .amorf  oy  ol  oIAylia  aiaw  aiamli  bio  «u  to  oasob  a  luodA  .awanlrfO 
yym  ^naqla^  y  Irfyln  laAl  aA  no  lonorf  wo  nl  oavly  aaw  yiisq  liawsiel 
Ion  on  I  .bmji  A  abaai  aiaw  aatiqai  bna  abam  aiow  aarfoaaqa  yniiloixa 
.  .  iUlw  tuoianay  aww  nam  bna  naotito  sA  «blaa  I  larfw  Xlaoai 

inyuol  naad  barf  lyr  aA  tiavawoU  .Haq  laum  aw  laA  baltoiyail  yliiainaa 
.fuemaj  ol  am  101  noamrx  booy  on  ad  bltroo  siaA  «baad  la  aow  bna  a  A  biia 
aA  astse  ol  am  idyi/A  bad  uSSA  Je  aAnon  ipl  noqtnail  qoou  a  loi  yAltaW 


iliart 


•  avoai  Oi  ylinunoqqo  Inti 


On  leaving  Saipan,  our  ship  stopped  at  Guam  to  take  on  more  veter¬ 
ans  ^Iglble  for  discharge,  then  began  the  long  ride  that  lasted  almost  a 
month,  every  hour  of  the  day  seemed  to  be  two.  The  voyage  was  extreme¬ 
ly  monotonous.  I  thought  of  the  entertainment  we  had  back  In  Saipan,  and 
of  our  outdoor  theater  which  was  located  on  a  side  hill.  A  thousand  sand 
bags  formed  seats  In  many  tiers,  here  we  sat  many  times  with  panchos 
tightly  drawn  about  the  neck  as  the  clouds  burst  and  the  sand  bags  became 
saturated  beneath  us , 

Never  will  I  forget  the  sight  of  the  scorched  armored  tanks  with 
their  seml-cremated  crews,  most  vivid  Is  the  Imprint  of  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Cemetery  with  Its  row  upon  row  of  neat  white  crosses .  Ten  thousand 
"tar  heels"  gave  their  lives  here  In  what  has  been  described  as  the  bloodl- 
est  rampalgn  of  the  Pacific.  The  casualties  on  the  Island  Including  those 
of  the  Army,  siirpass  those  of  the  entire  Korean  conflict  which  followed  the 
Jap  armistice.  Two  weeks  had  passed  when  we  entered  Pearl  Harbor  to  re- 
proyislon  the  ship.  We  berthed  only  a  stones  throw  from  the  111  fated, 
half  submerged,  Arizona.  On  again  heading  for  the  States,  that  memorial 
to  the  conflict  of  the  Pacific  theater  serves  as  the  final  vestige  of  my  Naval 
career.  I  now  prefer  to  forget  It  all.  In  another  week,  the  voyage  ended 
where  It  had  begun  a  year  before.  Treasure  Island  Naval  Station.  San 
Francisco, 

Nadine,  who  had  spent  the  past  year  at  Los  Angeles  with  my  sister 
and  family,  now  came  to  San  Francisco  to  Join  me  on  the  Journey  to  "home 
sweet  home."  Our  Immediate  destination  was  the  Navy  Pier  Separation 
^nter  at  Chicago.  My  Discharge  Certificate  gives  the  following  Informa¬ 
tion:  Serial  number  611-26-50,  service  May  27,  1942  ,  to  July  11,  1945 
three  years  -  one  month  -  fifteen  days.  Rating:  Chief  Ship-fitter,'  per-  ' 
manent  appointment.  Thus  as  we  said  in  the  service  when  a  task  was 
completed  "Job  Is  Secured."  Yes,  after  more  than  three  years.  It  was 
time  to  secure..  .  hitch  completed. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  July,  1945.  My  first  endeavor  at  home 
was  to  purchase  some  kind  of  transportation.  This  was  destined  to  be 
very  difficult,  no  automobiles  had  been  manufactured  since  the  start  of 
the  war  and  no  one  was  Inclined  to  sell  one  when  no  others  were  avall- 
^le.  However,  I  watched  the  newspaper  ads  and  flnaUy  procured  an  old 
Chrysler  which  under  normal  circumstances  would  have  been  Junked.  I 
paid  the  prescribed  ceiling  price  which  was  three  times  more  than  the 
condition  of  the  car  warranted,  however.  It  did  run  and  was  better  than 
nothing. 

men  I  went  Into  the  service  In  May,  1942  ,  Ingvar  and  I  were  con¬ 
templating  getting  Into  the  residential  construction  field  on  a  speculative 
basis  of  building  and  selling.  We  owned  some  thirty-five  lots  at  this 
time.  My  plans  had  not  been  altered  by  the  war  and  I  was  determined  to 
proceed.  Ingvar  decided  against  Joining  me  so  I  was  obliged  to  go  it 
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-islev  no  mtltS  oi  tuEuO  lb  baqqols  qlflt  luo  ,/xfiqi08  Qitivsbl  lO WinrA  t  ^  ^ 
fi  leciblb  teiRbI  Ifsdt  bbli  piKk(«ri)  ne;?9d  nbdl  ,8pib^aib  'lol  sMlQilb  anis..  j. 

■Bmsirtxo  tew  atCT  .owl  ad  ot  bbrnsae  &rb  )o  luod  yiava  «iilnom  a  P.  *  i  "i 

>06  «n6qlf'>B  nl  iood  bed  ow  inbrni; bmina  aiil  )o  Irf^i/oifl  I  .tuonoJonom  y1  ' 
buM  bnsbifCMlJ  A  .111^  ebta  a  no  baSflooI  eow  lioldw  islboxtl  looblvo  tuo  So  , 
sodonjsq  illtw  tboill  ynam  im  ew  enwri  tRibil  YiLom  ol  alAM  VB^d  ' 

mtaod  ai^ed  bnsa  aftt  bnfl  irnid  rIiooIo  adt  an  doM  bfii  luoda  nwsib 

.11/  /ticanad  bolaiuifii 
bWrf  i  ^  “ 

tlliw  isSnbi  bafOima  badoiooa  aifi  b>  l/tvli  aiis  iagiol  i  lUw  -lavaVi  .  r*  f  »  > 

aiUiaM  .8  .U  ndt  lo  inltqtai  &tli  cl  biviv  lion  ,«wanD  batCmaiD-lmai  ilb/ll  ; 

bnaiuofU  naT  .laaioT:)  alldw  lean  So  wot  noqu  wot  Hi  tijlw  yiaSaisoO 
Lbooid  adl  la  badStOBab  naad  ibd  ladw  nl  aisd  aaviX  iladi  avaq  "alaait  isi*  4 
acodl'^cnlbulonl  bitalal  adi  no  caUici/ieo  adT  .ollioe*!  adi  lo  npleqmao  lea 
fti  bawoliol  rbldw  lotiliioa  naaicCI  aiilna  adl  lo  aaorii  eiaqiui  tYonA  adl  lo 
ar  ol  TodibH  haa*!  bsTolfta’aw  aadw  baeaaq  bad  idaaw  owT  .aotlilana  qal 
^balnl  ill  adl  ecori  wmdl  eaooia  a  xXno  badlrad  aW  .qidi  adl_  not  cl  voiq 
laliomdin  laxti  ^aaib}&  adl  toI  pnibaad  nle^a  nO  .snoslTA  «ba9Tafiidi/a  Had 
vaM  ^la  lo  opliasv  lenll  adl  aa  eavrac  Tslfiodl  oilioa^  adl  lo  lolHnoo  adl  ol 
babna  epayov  aril  ,daaw  ladlona  nl  .11a  II  lagioi  01  lalarq  won  I  .Taarao 
na8  «nrotial8  levaM  bnalcl  arxucaalT.Aa'^lad  laoY  a  nupad  bad  ll  anadw 

.oocloiiail 

TalElB  ym  rtllw  eala^nA  aoJ  la  laaY  iccQ  inaqc  bad  odw  ^snlbaM  •] 

amod"  cd  \ami/ot  adl  no  am  nlot  ol  ooctonci'l  naB  ol  amao  woo  «Ylimal  bna  j 

nollaiaqaB  lalS  YvaM  adl  caw  nollaxillcab  alalbamail  wO  ".amod  Jaawa  I 

arniolnl  pnlwollol  odi  aevi^;  aiaolUlraO  aeiadoclQ  \IA  .opaoliO  la  lalnaD  1 

«llYMoStS>8I  yaM  aolviac  ^OS^dS-lId  Tadmiin  laliafi  rirotl  1 

*iaq  ^Tallll*^qld8  laliO  zf^nifaH  .cY^b  naalSll  ~  dinom  aoo  *•  ciaox  aardl  J 

sew  deal  a  nadw  aolvrat  aitS  nl  blac  aw  aa  curfl  .laoocraloqqa  inanem  V 

86W  11  «eiaaY  asTdl  nadi  aioia  latle  .eaV  "«bsru/oa8  cl  do{"  balalqmoo  |l 

.baialqmoo  dolld  .. .anio ac  ol  ami  1  j 

amod  la  Tovaabna  mil  ybC  .Sbei  lo  aibbtm  aril  won  cow  ll  M 

ad  ol  banlicab  cnw  cl/fT  .noUaHoqanarS  lo  bitli  amoa  aaadoioq  ol  aaw 
lo  iraiB  adl  aonla  baunosliinam  naad  bad  aalldomoiua  on  ^iXi/olUlb  xnav  ‘ 

.-Ilava  araw  eiadio  on  naitw  ano  iiaa  01  baolXonl  aaw  ano  on  baa  tow  adl 
bio  na  baiin>oTq  yllaall  boa  aba  Taqaqawaa  adl  badolaw  1  ^tavav/oH  .aide  ifttH 

1  .badni/t,  naad  avad  bii/ow  aaonaiamiioxlo  laonoa  tabou  daldw  lalavuO  ^ 

adl  nedi  aicm  aamli  aandJ  aaw  doldw  aolrq  coHle^  badlToaaaq  adl  blaq  *, 

aadi  laHad  aaw  bna  nur  bib  li  »Tavawod  ^bainanaw  lao  adl  lo  noilibnoa  J 

. .  .ynldlon  1 

,  i  3 
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alone,  I  sold  Ingvar  my  share  of  the  plumbing  business  and  he  became 
sole  owner.  He  retained  the  name  of  Carlson  Brothers, 

The  obstacles  to  building  were  many,  worst  of  all  during  1945-46 
was  the  priority  system  for  procurement  of  building  materials.  Veterans 
were  granted  some  preferences  which  aided  me  in  getting  started.  How¬ 
ever,  such  Items  as  cement,  nails  and  rocklath  had  been  "cornered"  and 
were  only  available  at  black  market  prices.  As  I  prepared  to  excavate 
for  my  first  basement,  the  war  ended.  It  was  on  August  14,  1945,  that 
the  Japs  accepted  the  allied  terms  of  surrender.  It  was  several  months 
before  all  the  men  could  be  transported  home,  I  had  been  fortunate  in 
receiving  my  discharge  earlier. 

My  first  house  was  built  on  Virgil  Avenue  at  the  eastern  edge  of 
Elgin,  I  employed  a  minimum  of  craftsmen,  Nadine  assisted  me  wherever 
she  could  and  by  the  end  of  1945,  we  succeeded  In  having  It  enclosed 
for  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1946,  I  engaged  a  seml-retired  bricklayer 
who  promised  to  veneer  the  house  with  myself  as  tender.  He  became  ill 
and  in  consequence,  I  laid  the  brick. 

With  the  boys  now  returning  from  military  service,  a  dire  housing 
shortage  developed.  Older  homes  doubled  in  price  as  buyers  far  out¬ 
numbered  the  sellers.  My  first  house  was  a  financial  success  which 
added  fuel  to  my  determination  to  continue.  In  1946-47,  I  built  two  more 
homes  with  comparable  results.  However,  I  was  not  long  in  learning  that 
my  physical  stamina  was  waning  and  I  could  no  longer  endure  the  extra 
hours  beyond  a  normal  day.  In  continuing  It  was  necessary  to  hire  more 
tradesmen. 

This  third  chapter  saw  many  extremes ,  it  began  in  the  depths  of 
the  depression  In  1933  amid  destitution,  bank  failures  and  greatly  deflated 
currency,  at  a  time  when  Jobs  could  not  be  "bought. "  My  chapter  ends  in 
1947  on  a  crest  of  prosperity,  with  prices  and  wages  having  doubled  In  the 
Interim.  The  fifteen  year  period  had  been  a  difficult  one,  with  a  global 
war  upsetting  the  equilibrium.  Ihe  elaboration  on  my  stint  with  Uncle  Sam 
has  been  extensive.  It  is  Intended  to  enlighten  the  uninitiated  on  the  home 
front  of  the  grim  realities  of  warfare. 
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"Home  was  never  like  this" 


"Chowtime"  the  rain  diluted  the  soup 
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Next  project  was  on  Okinawa 
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Contingent  of  Marines  are  encamped  on  the  hill 


Hills  were  Infested  with  Japs  living  In  vine  covered  caves 


Many  of  the  boys  had  stems  of  bananas  at  their  bunks 
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Putting  the  native  Chamorros  (goots)  to  work  at  30  cents  per  day 


Saipan,  victory  cost  25,000  lives 


Disabled  tanks,  Jap  on  left,  American  Amphibious  on  right 
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PART  FOUR 


Age  45  -  60 
1947  -  1962 


In  19‘48,  Ingvar  and  I  sold  the  State  Street  apartments,  the  last  of 
our  joint  ventures  which  began  with  the  plumbing  partnership  in  1930.  I 
continued  with  my  residential  construction  which  I  had  followed  since 
discharge  from  the  Navy  in  July  of  1945.  I  had  built  and  sold  slxhouses 
to  this  time  and  decided  that  the  seventh  would  be  for  ourselves  .  Our 
new  home  was  located  at  182  S.  Alfred,  we  moved  in  for  Christmas  of 
1948.  In  the  spring  of  1950,  we  purchased  2-1/2  acres  on  the  highway, 
eight  miles  from  Elgin,  and  built  there  our  present  home  which  we  call 
IDOL  WYLD,  We  have  a  small  model  barn  and  a  poultry  house,  and  have 
in  the  past  kept  a  cow,  chickens,  ducks,  geese  and  Pea  Fowl. 

December  23  ,  1950,  was  our  2  5th  wedding  anniversary  and  while 
we  expected  Ernest  and  wife,  Evelyn,  to  visit  us  during  the  evening,  we 
were  later  flabbergasted  by  the  appearance  of  Ingvar  and  Helen  and  a 
half  dozen  couples  of  close  friends  .  Nadine  and  I  were  presented  with 
a  handsome  silver  service,  something  we  would  need  if  we  were  to  do 
more  entertaining  in  our  new  home.  We  are  appreciative  of  our  friends 
foralding  us  to  celebrate  this  auspicious  occasion  in  this  striking  manner . 

Actually  the  "fiesta"  had  triple  significance,  in  addition  to  being  our 
silver  anniversary,  it  was  Ernest's  birthday  and  a  house  warming.  Yes, 
we  lived  it  up  a  bit  "extra  special"  that  evening. 

In  19  53,  we  hurriedly  completed  the  house  under  construction  to 
take  a  voyage  to  Sweden  with  tours  to  Rome,  Turkey,  Palestine  and  many 
countries  in  between.  Incldently,  we  sold  the  house  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Survant,  Mrs.  Survant  is  Doris,  Ingvar  and  Helen's  eldest  daughter. 
In  making  our  first  trip  to  Europe  we  were  primarily  interested  in  visiting 
two  places,  the  birth  place  of  Christ  in  the  Holy  Land  and  that  of  my 
brothers  and  myself  in  Sweden.  The  trip  began  on  the  Norwegian  motor- 
ship,  the  "Oslofjord,"  sailing  from  New  York  and  continued  by  taking  a 
train  from  Oslo,  Norway,  to  Gotenberg,  Sweden.  For  convenience  of 
transportation  in  Sweden,  I  rented  a  compact  car  and  started  south,  driv¬ 
ing  on  the  "wrong"  side  of  the  road.  Our  destination  was  a  small  settle¬ 
ment  (four  comers)  called  Westra  Ryd  located  some  6  miles  from  the  little 
city  of  Brakne  Hoby.  It  was  on  a  farmstead  at  Westra  Ryd  where  we 
brothers  were  bom  and  I  had  taken  a  generous  supply  of  movie  film  to  re¬ 
cord  what  I  saw.  Our  mother  and  her  seven  sisters  also  had  been  bom  in 
this  same  house  which  made  this  trip  of  historical  importance.  Also,  I 
had  been  informed  by  our  cousin,  Otto  Olson  in  Elgin,  that  other  relatives 
lived  close  by  and  it  was  our  hope  to  see  all,  if  possible. 
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It  was  only  a  short  day's  drive  from  Gotenberg  to  Brakne  Hoby  where 
we  checked  In  at  the  only  hostelry,  a  two  story  frame  building  On  making 
some  inquiries  of  the  proprietor,  we  were  advised  to  contact  the  bishop  o 
the  diocese  who  lived  in  an  "estate  setting"  across  the  street  frorn  the 
state  church.  The  bishop  and  his  wife  were  exceedingly  cordial,  he  could 
speak  understandable  English  which  made  our  visit  pleasant,  his  wife  in 
vlted  us  to  sit  in  the  garden  for  coffee  and  cakes.  In  a  vault  in  his  home 
were  kept  all  district  records  for  the  past  hundred  years,  he  explained  that 
older  records  were  to  be  found  in  the  archives  at  Lund.  In  Sweden,  a 
vital  statistics  concerning  births,  marriages  and  deaths  are  hept  by  the 
officers  of  the  state  churches.  It  was  a  routine  matter  for  our  host  to  look 
up  dates  of  our  births  and  baptisms,  he  told  us  when  grandfather  Isaksson 
and  wife  had  come  to  Westra  Ryd,  the  number  of  their  children,  and  those 
who  had  emigrated.  To  further  aid  us ,  he  used  the  phone  to  learn  that  a 
cousin,  Joel  Peterson,  had  died  a  year  before,  that  his  widow  lived  in  an 
apartment  in  nearby  Ronneby  and  a  daughter  was  employed  there  in  a  bank. 
He  called  the  latter  at  the  bank  and  we  were  Invited  to  have  dinner  with 
them  that  evening.  From  the  daughter,  the  bishop  also  received  the  Infor- 
mation  that  a  cousin,  BertU,  still  lived  at  Westra  Ryd,  and  to  further  assist 
us,  this  clergyman  Insisted  on  taking  us  in  his  car  that  afternoon  to  Westra 
Ryd  to  meet  the  BertU  Petersons. 


The  first  three  miles  were  over  a  well  traveled  highway .  Then  we 
veered  off  to  the  right  on  a  narrow  winding  road  that  led  over  two  streams 
called  Stora  (big)  Sllpinge  and  Lila  (little)  Silplnge.  Here  the  water  was 
used  for  power  and  is  where  Bror  Peterson,  our  uncle,  operated  a  grist  mm. 
Currently  a  saw  mill  was  in  operation  as  we  passed  enroute  to  Westra  Ryd. 
On  arrival  there  we  found  "Fru"  Peterson  at  home,  in  the  front  part  of  fhelr 
home  they  conducted  a  grocery  and  supplies  for  children  attending  a  nearby 
school.  BertU  was  employed  at  a  utensU  enameling  factory  in  the  vicinity 
and  we  were  invited  to  come  back  for  supper,  this  was  impossible  to  accept 
because  of  the  prior  commitment,  but  we  did  promise  to  come  later  in  the 

evening. 


Fru  Ingeborg  Peterson  and  daughter  were  charming  hosts,  however 
I  felt  uneasy  from  the  outset.  Their  apartment  was  immaculate  in  every 
detaU  the  table  was  set  as  if  entertaining  dignitaries  and  I  was  conscious 
of  committing  many  errors  in  etiquette.  All  the  whUe  I  tried  to  act  casual 
and  relaxed  but  the  truth  was  I  felt  like  a  fish  out  of  water,  as  soon  as 
possible  I  begged  to  be  excused  to  visit  with  Cousin  BertU.  I  do  not  be 
lieve  that  we  have  ever  dined  before  or  since  under  such  elegance. 


We  were  at  BertU's  untU  after  midnight,  we  had  much  in  common  to 
talk  about  and  only  little  could  be  covered  in  one  evening.  I  asked  about 
the  store  business  and  was  told  that  they  had  operated  it  for  many 
it  had  been  a  source  of  good  Income  but  business  of  late  had  fell  oft  witn 
the  establishment  of  a  direct  service  refrigerated  truck  route  into  the  area 
which  now  presented  a  competitive  problem.  When  leaving  BertUs  mat 
evening  (it  was  morning)  Fru  Peterson  gave  us  a  remembrance  from  the  home 
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blvoo  art  ,Ialb7O0  ylpolboaoxo  aiaw  atlw  al/i  bna  qoriaid  erfT  ♦tloiurfo  elala 
-/U  dllw  eld  italv  owo  »bam  tiolitw  dallc<i3  aldRbnslnabfUi  daaqa 

omo/i  Bid  nl  liuav  a  nl  •aodso  bna  aattoo  loi  nabTap  odi  nl  lla  ol  bu  ballv 
larii  banlalqsca  ail  «eifiaY  boihmid  laaq  adl  iol  ebiooai  loluslb  Ua  iqad  aisw 
Ua  ^nsbawS  nl  .bm/J  la  aavidoin  aril  ni  bmiot  ad  oi  oiaw  abiooai  'table 
adl  jqa;(  b'ib  adiaab  bna  aapalntira  «edi:iid  pitlnnaonoo  egiiauaia  laiW 
dool  ol  iBod  Tuo  lol  laiiam  aidlucn  a  #sw  il  .aadoiudo  alsia  aril  to  siaoitto 
noBBdaal  ladsalbaajg  nadw  ay  bloi  ad  ^emaliqad  bna  «dnid  wo  to  saleb  qu 
aaodl  bna  ^naiblldo  ilsdi  to  ladmun  adl  ^b^S  ailteW  ol  omoo  bed  atiw  bna 
a  ladl  oiaal  ol  anodq  erfl  baeu  ad  ,«u  btc  tadiiut  oT  .balaiplma  bad  odw 
na  nl  bavlX  woblw  aid  ladl  ^avdad  laaY  a  balb  bad  inoeiaiaH  X#oX'^nltx/o9 
«dnad  a  nl  aiadi  baYolqma  eew  isldpuab  a  bna  Y^dnnoH  ydiaan  nl  inanxliaqa 
dllw  lanaLb  avad  ol  ballvnl  aiaw  aw  bna  dnad  adi  la  lanal  adi  boXlao  aH 
-lolnl  adi  bavlaoai  o&Xa  qodald  art!  ^laidpuab  adi  moil  .pnlaava  ladl  modi 
UBta  ladrtui  ol  bna  ,bY5l  ailBaW  la  bavll  IHia  ^iiltafl  ,nlBnoo  a  ladl  noUani 
ol  noo/naiia  ladl  lao  Bid  ol  au  pnldal  no  baialBnl  oemYQ’isXo  aldi  ^bv 


enosjmSBH  liJtoQ  adi  laam  ol  byH 


aw  narfr  .yawdpld  balavail  XXaw  a  lavo  siaw  saXini  aai^  faill  adT 
emaailB  owl  lavo  baX  ladl  baon  pnibnlw  woTxan  a  no  Irfpli  adi  ol  tto  baiaav 
saw  lalaw  adi  aiaH  .  apnlqXlS  (aXUli)  aXU  bna  apnlqI18  (pid)  aioiS  baXXeo 
litm  lelip  a  baiaiaqo  ^alom;  itio  tnoeiaia*!  k«8  aiadw  el  bna  lawoq  loX  baai^ 
.  byfl  BiiBaW  ol  aiuoina  baaaaq  aw  aa  mxUeioqo  nl  acw  XXlra  waa  a 
TiadJ  lo  naq  Imnl  adi  ni  ^omod  la  noaiaia^  "ml''  bnuol  aw  aiaili,  lavlna  nO 
fdiaen  a  pnJhnaila  naiblido  lot  aellqqua  bna  Yiaooip  a  baioubnoo  Yadl  amod 
Yiinlolv  adi  nl  Yioloat  pnlXemana  Xlanalu  a  la  baxoXqoia  aaw  Jiiiall  .Xoodoa 
ijaooaoi  aldlaeoqrnl  aow  Bliii  tXoqquB  lol  ioed  amoo  ol  ballvnl  aiaw  «w  bna 
aril  nl  lalal  amoo  ol  aalfooiq  bib  iud  « inaAiimmoo  loliq  adi  lo  aBuaood 


pnXneva 


lavawod  «Kiaod  pnl/mado  aiaw  laidpuab  bna  norral#*!  pxodapnl  utl 
Y19VO  nl  alalnoanunX  aew  maaliaqa  ilarfr  .laeiuo  adi  moit  llat  I 

tuolaenoo  eaw  1  bna  aaiix^lnptb  pnlnlalialna  tX  aa  laa  aaw  aXtlal  adi  «Ualab  ^ 
Xauaoo  loa  ol  bain  I  oiidw  adi  XIA  .sliauptla  nX  BKnra  \aBm  gniuimmoo  to 
aa  nooa  aa  «ialRW  to  li>o  dalt  a  adlX  liat  1  aaw  dltm  adi  lud  baxalai  bna 
*-ad  Ion  ob  I  .Xlliafl  nlauoD  dltw  llalv  ol  baeuoxa  ad  oi  bappad  I^aldiBBoq 
.aonapaia  doua  labnu  aonla  lo  aiotad  bai^  lava  avad  aw  indl  avail 

Ol  nommoo  nl  ahum  bad  aw  OdBX«W<0  jiaila  ai/ui  a'liliafl  la  axaw  a\y  .  ^ 
luoda  badaa  I  .pnlnava  eiio  nt  ba^voc  ad  bXjmo  aiiiti  ylno  bna  luoia 
,aiaoY  Ynsoi  lol  11  balaiaqo  bad  xodi  ladl  bXol  taw  bna  aaaoiawd  aiola  ad! 
dltw  tto  llat  bad  aiaX  to  oconlaiid  lud  anooni  Loop  to  abiuua  a  naad  hod  il 
aaia  adi  oini  aluoi  dourl  baimaptitai  aotviaa  loailb  a  lo  inantdalXdalaa  adi 
ladl  elltiod  pAlvaol  iiadW  .msldoiq  avitllaqmoo  a  bninaaaiq  won  rioidw 
,Txod  adi  nwnt  attnendRinfflai  a  au  avap  noaiala^  ufl  (pntjnom  law  ft)  pnlnava 


t 


of  our  Q'andparents ,  It  was  a  soup  dish,  on  It  is  a  picture  of  Carl  Johans 
Street,  the  main  business  section  In  Christiana,  now  Oslo,  At  the  time 
it  was  bought  by  Grandma,  It  Is  safe  to  assume  Norway  and  Sweden  were 
united  as  one  nation,  this  was  a  very  kind  gestvue  on  the  part  of  Fru 
Peterson, 

Westra  Ryd  was  actually  only  a  cross-road.  A  couple  hundred  yards 
from  Cousin  BertU's  store,  was  our  old  farm.  We  came  Lack  to  the  store 
on  the  following  morning  and  picked  up  Fru  Peterson  who  then  guided  us 
around  our  former  property  and  Introduced  us  to  the  present  owners ,  named 
Hokanson.  We  discovered  that  the  old  house  where  we  were  born  had  been 
tom  down  and  a  modem  home  was  built  nearby.  Next,  my  interest  centered 
on  the  bam.  Dad  had  often  mentioned  the  barn  he  had  built  and  I  was  curi¬ 
ous  to  see  the  Inside.  Farm  work  was  done  here  with  tractors,  a  well  fed 
horse  stood  by  the  gate  in  a  pasture  across  the  road.  My  Impression  of 
our  former  property  was  that  It  was  a  good  farm,  half  of  the  land  was  low 
fertile  soil,  the  remainder  was  hilly,  wooded  and  rocky,  fit  only  for  pas¬ 
turing. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  milk  cans  setting  on  a  loading  platform  at 
the  side  of  the  road,  it  must  be  assumed  that  dairying  was  the  chief  Income 
producer.  From  the  appearance  of  the  premises  in  general.  It  was  apparent 
that  the  owner  was  prosperous .  I  talked  with  him  and  he  recalled  when 
Dad  built  the  bam  and  remembered  us  kids.  To  set  foot  once  again  on  the 
place  of  our  birth  was  a  grand  experience,  before  leaving  I  shot  consider¬ 
able  footage  of  film.  We  took  Fru  Peterson  back  to  the  store  where  we 
had  coffee,  we  learned  there  were  two  more  brothers  and  a  sister  to  BertU 
living  in  towns  nearby,  cousins  which  we  would  be  unable  to  see  at  this 
time.  We  were  scheduled  to  ride  the  Gota  Kanal  to  Stockholm  and  begin 
a  bus  tour  of  continental  Europe  from  there  In  a  few  days . 

On  driving  back  to  Brakne  Hoby,  we  called  on  the  bishop  once  again 
to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  and  to  make  a  donation  to  the  church  mission¬ 
ary  fund.  Before  leaving,  he  escorted  us  across  the  road  and  through  the 
ornamental  iron  gateway  leading  into  the  church  yard.  In  the  church  we 
were  shown  the  baptismal  fount  from  which  us  boys  were  baptized,  the 
fount  was  hewn  from  a  single  stone  and  was  declared  to  be  600  years  old, 
dating  from  early  Christianity,  when  Catholicism  was  the  only  accepted 
religion.  It  had  been  resurrected  from  another  edifice  that  had  been  built 
on  this  site.  In  conjunction  with  the  church  was  a  cemetery  that  has 
served  the  community  for  several  centuries,  here  we  were  escorted  to  the 
graves  of  our  relatives,  all  were  neatly  attended.  There  was  no  grass. 
Instead,  freshly  crushed  granite  chips  covered  the  plots.  On  leaving 
Brakne  Hoby  and  the  home  town  of  our  mother,  we  Intended  to  stop  at 
Gamleby  and  environs  where  Dad  lived  as  a  youth,  but  we  became  con¬ 
fused  in  our  directions  and  had  gone  too  far  to  turn  back.  We  reasoned 
that  inasmuch  as  we  did  not  know  of  any  living  descendants,  there  was 
no  urgency. 
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Xi&O  io  b  «2  li  no  ^iftlb  quoa  s  er.w  t1  ^  Btam:eqims£>  mo  lo 

ooiii  •!!]  ]A  .oUO  wojt  ,6iujl^&ti/0  it(  aoUo»a  aeoaleuU  niMB  mil 
saew  not)«w8  baa  yswioH  aauzta  oj  9lst  al  li  yd  idpuod  asw  U 

vfi  lo  Haq  adl  no  piutzog  bnlX  \iov  s  iiiiw  aid]  ^notian  ano  sa  bolUn/ 

I  (ffii  .noaiaJa*! 


atnay  baibnud  alquoo  A  .baam**  tacno  a.Ylno  yliauloa  saw  b^fl  miioW 
siole  adi  o]  ioad  aaao  »W  .rnia)  bk>  luo  esw  ^aioia  e'UliaH  nlti/oO  nurd 
til  babU/Q  nadl  o/fw  itosialo^  vfl  qu  badolq  bna  eoimoia  pniwollol  aiU  no 
banian  ,e}*nwo  ixisas^q  axl]  oi  tu.baouboilnl  bna  vfiaqoiq  laimol  luo  bnuoia 
nasd  bad  mod  diaw  ow  maitw  atiiod  bio  adt  laxl]  baisvootlb  aW  .notnaioH 
baialnao  JBowftd  ym  «lxaH  .ydiaon  lUud  taw  amod  mabooi  a  bna  irwob  mol 
oJlitfo  saw  I  bna  jUud  bad  «d  mad  ad]  bofloilnam  noDo  bad  «iruxi  ad]  no 
bal  lisw  a  ^exiloai]  diiw  amd  anob  bow  diow  anal  ‘  .obltnJ  ad]  eat  o]  tuo 
lo  nolataiqmi  yM  .beoi  ad]  teoToa  am^taq  a  ul  aJe^  sdl  yd  booit  aeiod 
wol  caw  bn^  sdi  lo  Had  «nnal  boop  a  saw  ]1  Jad]  taw  ytjaqoiq  la/mol  mo 
-eaq  id  yiiio  ill  ^yd^oi  bna  baboow  tyiUd  taw  labnlaniai  ad]  ,Ilot  alltiel 
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]a  omiiialq  vnibaol  a  no  gnliiaa  etiao  dlia  lo  ledmiin  edi  moil  v^nlvbut 
amoonl  laido  ail]  taw  ynlyilub  ]£(1]  banmtta  ad  itum  11  ,baoi  ad]  lo  abtt  ad] 
l/ieiaqqa  tow  ]f  ^Icianap  nt  tatimaiq  ad)  lo  aonaiaaqqa  ad)  moil  .laouboiq 
narlw  balluoai  ad  bna  mid  itsiw  badia]  1  .tnoiaqtoiq  taw  lanwo  ad]  ]cd] 
odj  no  niaqa  oono  ]ool  Jat  oT  «eLl;(  eu  bsiadmamai  b/m  rnnd  adi  liiud  baO 
-Yabltnoo  kidt  I  Dnlvaal  aiolad  ta;>ndiaqxa  bneie  a  taw  dnid  mo  lo  soaJq 
uw  atadw  molt  adi  oi  doitd  notiaJal  ml  j(oo]  aW  .mill  lo  aoaiool  aide 
UtioQ  oi  lAJtlt  a  bna  eioiDoid  aiom  ow)  aiaw  amd]  banrael  aw  ^aalloo  bad 
ttd)  JB  aat  o]  aidami  ad  bliiow  aw  doldw  e/iltuoo  .ydiaan  tnwo]  nl  ^nlvll 
nlpad  ban  mloiUooiS  o)  Xana:!  aloO  adl  abti  oj  baliibadot  aiaw  aW  .ami] 
-  •tydb  wal  a  nt  madi  moil  aqoml  laJnanilnoo  lo  mo]  tin!  a 
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nicpa  aono  qodtid  mU  no  balLao  aw  ,ydoH  aniaifl  o]  ioad  pntvlib  aO 
>nolE8lm  liomdo  ad]  oi  ruDanob  a  aiam  of  bna  tinad]  aiaonlt  mo  bnatxa  o] 
ad]  dpuoid]  boa  bam  aiii  ttoma  eu  batiooBa  ad  ^pnlvaal  atolofl  .biml  yia 
aw  ilomdo  ad]  nl  .biay  douido  adi  o]nl  pnlbaal  yawa]t^  noil  lalnaraamo 
adl  «tatl]qod  aiaw  ayod  Bit  doLdw  moil  tm/ol  lamtUq cd  adi  nworis  aiaw 
,blo  aiaay  003  ad  oi  boialoab  taw  bna  anoia  aXpnlt  a  moil  nwad  tew  imioi 
baiqoooa  ylno  ad)  taw  /aeioltodlaO  nadw  « ylXoalitiiriO  yii<#a  moil  pni)ab 
llitid  naad  boil  tads  aolllba  ladioiia  moil  baloanutm  oaad  bad  d  .nolpllai 
tad  led]  yialamao  a  taw  domdo  adl  dtlw  nolianijtaoo  nl  .aiit  tld)  no 
adi  OJ  Xiaiiooea  oiaw  aw  mad  ,  tolminao  leiovat  lol  yitiminmoo  ad]  baviat 
^eeaip  on  tow  maifT  .babnailti  ylioan  aiaw  Ua  ttavlialai  mo  lo  taverp 
polvaal  nO  .tioiq  aiu  baiavoo  tqldo  ailama  badtiiiD  yldaoil  ^bsaltnl 
36  qolt  o)  babnatiU  aw  ^mdtom  wo.Xo  rewot  an»d  adi  bna  ydoU  endsiti 
-noo  afflaood  aw  iad  ,dfuoy  a  ta  bayil  bi>Cl  aiaifw  tncnlvna  bna  y<^XnicO 
banoaaai  aW  .doad  iruii  o)  lal  oo)  onop  biid  bna  tnolioaiib  mo  nl  batnl 
tow  oiailt  ^einabnaotab  pnivll  yna  lo  wood  ion  t4b  aw  fa  iloumtanl  ladi 
^  .yonapm  on 
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After  a  300  mile  trip  via  a  linked  waterway  of  lakes,  rivers  and 
cnals  that  crossed  a  mountain  range  to  Stockholm  from  Gotenberg,  we 
were  ready  to  begin  our  bus  ride  which  terminated  in  Rome.  While  in 
Rome  we  took  the  various  sightseeing  tours  of  the  city,  on  one  side  trip 
we  rode  in  a  caravan  of  buses  to  Castel  Gondolfe,  the  summer  home  of 
the  pope,  located  some  40  miles  from  the  city.  We  and  thousands  more 
elbowed  our  way  into  a  crowded  courtyard  to  await  the  pope's  presence 
on  a  second  floor  balcony.  On  his  appearance  there  was  near  hysteria 
among  the  Jammed  assemblage.  The  pope  spoke  in  seven  languages  dur¬ 
ing  his  recognition  of  various  groups  who  had  made  this  pilgrimage.  We 
went  away  very  much  perplexed,  his  words  electrified  the  audience,  a 
woman  standing  next  to  us  opened  a  box,  exposing  several  religious 
trinkets,  these  were  consecrated  along  with  those  of  thousands  of  others 
by  the  utterance  of  a  few  words  and  gestures .  I  was  confounded  how  this 
ordinary  appearing  man  of  flesh  and  blood  could  exercise  super  human 
powers . 


At  Nazareth  and  Jerusalem  we  tread  in  the  Master's  footsteps  in  a 
week  of  traveling  the  length  and  breadth  of  Israel.  I  will  not  elaborate 
as  His  story  is  well  known  to  every  child  who  has  attended  Sunday  School . 
Upon  bidding  farewell  to  Palestine,  we  boarded  a  Scandinavian  Air 

plane  and  as  we  were  airborne,  Nadine  remarked . in  this  wide  world 

there  are  so  many  lands  with  hospitable  soil  and  climate,  where  vegeta¬ 
tion  is  lush  and  people  thrive  with  a  minimum  of  effort . why  were 

not  one  of  them  chosen  as  the  Holy  Land?  Instead  we  must  look  long 
and  far  to  find  a  more  unlikely  place  to  call  the  cradle  of  Christianity. 


After  our  two  month  tour,  I  continued  to  build  more  houses  but  the 
market  had  leveled  off  due  to  a  balance  of  supply  and  demand.  In  1956, 

I  felt  that  it  would  be  best  to  discontinue  building,  also  Nadine  and  I 
wanted  to  go  to  Europe  again  to  renew  friendships  of  the  1953  trip.  In 
the  course  of  visiting  BertH  Peterson  and  his  wife  at  Westra  Ryd,  we 
stopped  at  the  church  cemetery  at  Brakne  Hoby  to  place  flowers  on  grand¬ 
father  and  grandmother  Isaksson's  grave  and  others.  By  coincidence,  it 
was  May  30th,  our  Decoration  Day. 


From  Brakne  Hoby  we  Intended  to  go  to  Vemame  some  75  miles 
north  on  the  same  day,  this  haste  proved  to  be  unwise.  We  arrived  at 
Vemame,  the  home  town  of  our  paternal  grandmother,  in  the  dusk  of  early 
evening,  by  the  time  we  found  "Alandsryd,"  the  old  farmstead,  about 
two  miles  out,  it  was  almost  dark.  We  chatted  with  several  relatives 
for  about  an  hour  during  the  course  of  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
establish  lines  of  descent.  Two  older  women  were  not  at  home,  they  no 
doubt  had  the  key  to  the  puzzle.  Some  understanding  on  lines  of  descent 
were  arrived  at  and  on  leaving  I  regretted  I  was  not  better  prepared  with 
a  list  of  grandmother's  slaters  and  brothers.  There  still  remains  some 
unfinished  business  at  "Alandsryd"  and  we  have  been  invited  to  return. 
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»w  ^^•dnciJoD  mc^  irlocilioo^B  oj  o^nci  nlf^tnvon  a  i^teoTO  fiaiio 
rtl  silffW  .anicxH  :il  b-)}r<iT!itru>?  rtali'fw  abti  zud  nio  ai^ad  ot  ybS'yt'oiBw 
qitJ ablB  eno  no  ^ySlo  orfj  io  eiuoi  ^ntaaUrfplB  auoliav  orfj  doof  ew  staoJl 
io  amori  lanimuB  erft  «s)lobiioO  laienO  oJ  eaet/d  io  nsvoioo  a  nl  oboi  aw 
STom  abaaaiiodi  bna  aW  adj  oioil  aatLin  01^  anoa  b9:(fiOol  ,aqoq  qrft 

aonactiTq  8*aqoq  srfJ  ilswA  ol  bicvtiuoo  bobwoto  a  olni  \svt  vjo  bawodia 
ati9}ir{rf  laan  sawaiadi  ooneiaoqqa  clh  nO  .ynoaiad  voli  baoooa  a  ao 
-liib  tayaupnal  navaa  nl  aioqt  aqoq  aitV  .aoaldmaa&a  baramet  arfJ  gnoma 
oW  .e^amiTvilq  alril  abam  bad  odw  ei]UQrrg  ei/oliav^k)  ixolitnpooax  ^ald  ©ill*, 
c  ^aonaibuB  adJ  baiiluoala  abiow  aid  ^bexalqi^  ilauB  ytav  yawa  insfw 
£iiOl©llai  Imavaa  ©niaoqxa  ,xod  a  banaqo  su  o3  txan  ©nlbnaic  namow 
ttiadio  io  abnaauodl  io  aeodi  dJlw  ©nola  baJaioseifoo  aiaw  aaadJ  ^tladnlv 
ildJ  wod  babnuolnoo  aew  I  .aou/ita©  bna  ebiow  woi  a  lo  aooinaili/  arij  yd  ^ 
ncan/ii  laqua  •tloiax#  bluoo  booid  bfxa  dtali  io  naa  ©rcliaaqqa  yianlbio 


a  111  eqaisiooi  b^ioJbaM  adi  nl  basil  sw  icslafti/ral  bna  dloiasaM  lA 
aiaiodala  ion  LUw  I  .laaial  lo  dJbBsid  bna  dJpnsi  adJ  ©nllavat)  io  ilaaw 
looitaS y abnoS  bsbnsita  lad  odw  bU.lo  yiavo  oj  nwoni  JJow  al  yioJt  BlH  aa  ■ 
•anil  liA  nalviinlbneoa  a  bobieod  aw  ^ontiaalaH  oi  Uawaiei  ©nlbbld  noqU 
^Iiow  eblw  aldi  nl  . . . .  •badiamsi  snlbsM  iSinodilB  aiaw  ew  aa  bna  siiclq 
>ata©»v  aiadw  ^oiamllo  bna  Hob  sXdaliqBo/i  djiw  sbaal  xnam  o«  ma  sisdl 

otsw  ydw . iioiia  lo  mumlsilm  a  ditw  evtidi  alqoaq  bna  danl  el  noli  * 

©noi  iool  leum  sw  bcsitnl  f  bnaj  yloll  sdi  ea  nseodo  msdl  lo  sno  ion 
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The  apex  of  this  European  trip  was  a  visit  to  Soviet  Russia. 

Through  a  series  of  frustrations  In  obtaining  visas  from  Washington,  we 
were  on  the  verge  of  accepting  defeat  when  we  finally  managed  at  Stock¬ 
holm  to  get  our  credentials  cleared.  The  next  day  we  joined  a  Swedish 
group  on  a  chartered  ship  that  took  us  to  Leningrad,  later  we  boarded  a 
train  for  Moscow.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  enlightening  experience  and 
well  worth  the  torment  of  uncertainties.  We  were  In  Russia  two  weeks, 
while  there  I  exposed  2  000  feet  of  film  which  I  have  shown  several  times 
to  church  gatherings  and  others,  I  also  took  footage  on  the  previous 
Palestine  tour,  these  have  caused  me  some  vexation  sometimes  when  I 
have  shown  them  gratis,  It  Is  necessary  to  park  my  car  blocks  away  and 
then  proceed  to  carry  the  equipment  to  the  hall  and  up  several  flights  of 
stairs.  Also  many  times  In  winter  the  weather  was  bad  but  I  have  always 
been  willing  to  sacrifice  for  a  good  cause. 

In  July,  1957,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  sister,  Ruth, 
and  daughter,  Orlene,  of  Los  Angeles.  Because  of  the  miles  between  us, 
we  seldom  have  a  reunion.  The  years  have  been  kind  to  Ruth,  at  the  age 
of  forty,  she  appeared  girlish  In  "figure"  and  radiant  of  complexion. 
Orlene  at  fourteen,  was  bubbling  with  a  vibrant  charm  which  brought  new 
life  into  our  home.  Together,  we  spent  several  days  at  sight-seeing  in 
Chicago,  then  began  a  memorable  trip  around  Lake  Michigan  to  our  old 
stamping  grounds  at  Ludington,  later  we  drove  to  Flint  to  visit  Ernest 
and  Evelyn. 

From  a  glance  of  the  ancestor-tables  it  will  be  noted  that  our 
heritage  Is  studded  with  learned  men  who  held  positions  of  trust,  this 
background  of  intellect  could  well  extend  back  into  the  dark  ages  and 
beyond.  Our  grandfather,  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson,  has  stated  that  our 
forebears  could  read  and  write  for  centuries  before  him,  and  that  he  de¬ 
lighted  In  looking  at  pictures  in  his  grandfather's  Bible  which  was  over 
2  00  years  old.  Even  In  this  modem  age  I  have  known  those  who  had 
little  or  no  "schooling,"  It  was  not  deemed  essential  to  performing  the 
majority  of  jobs  available  In  my  childhood.  When  I  went  to  high  school 
it  was  presumed  that  the  student  was  studying  for  a  profession.  I  have 
only  completed  two  years  of  high  school  but  in  later  years  I  have  taken 
numerous  evening  adult  courses  which  I  believe  have  increased  my  edu¬ 
cation  somewhat  beyond  the  12th  grade.  In  striving  to  acquire  a  degree 
of  financial  independence  I  attribute  my  modest  success  to  my  early 
basic  training  on  farms  which  has  equipped  me  with  fundamental  values 
that  cannot  be  obtained  In  the  classroom.  Throughout  my  working  days 
I  have  felt  a  certain  confidence  which  I  believe  has  given  me  an  advan¬ 
tage  over  my  competitor. 

As  my  productive  days  are  now  behind  me,  I  can  reflect  on  those 
sixty  years.  My  health  has  been  my  greatest  asset,  I  have  not  consulted 
a  doctor  for  Illness  In  my  first  55  years,  not  even  at  my  birth  was  there 
one  in  attendance.  Neither  have  I  lost  any  work  due  to  accidents.  My 
father  attributed  this  unusual  record  to  the  large  portions  of  oatmeal  and 
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mUk  we  were  served  for  breakfast  every  day  for  many  years  as  a  chUd. 

Of  equal  portent  to  the  economic  station  achieved  since  marriage  has 
been  the  assistance  and  moral  support  of  my  wife.  Nadine  an 
been  married  almost  37  years  during  which  we  “dve  exper  enced  many 
nitffllls  but  these  only  served  to  spur  us  on.  The  loss  of  a  small  tortime 
after  ihe  stock  market  crash  in  1929  was  undoubtedly  the  depress 

when  2  8  years  of  scratching  and  economizing  evaporated  in  a  few 
time.  The  weathering  of  many  storms  can  be  attributed  to 
from  Nadine.  We  tackled  every  Job  with  a  vengeance  and  entered 
every  venture  in  unison,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  relate  that  only  by  this  har 
mony  has  our  modest  success  been  possible.  Nadine  is  of  the  re  served 
type  who  would  rather  remain  silent  than  bewail  or  accuse,  and  is  nor 
mTlly  of  a  compromising  and  optimistic  disposition.  She  has  complain^ 
of  laL  of  chronic  ailments,  but  I  hope  a  new  -hairdo"  will  cure  this  On 
handing  my  wife  another  bouquet,  I  will  say. . .  it  is  her  many  virtues 
which  have  offset  my  short-comings  that  has  made  our  marriage  exemp  ry. 

Inasmuch  as  Nadine  and  I  have  been  denied  the  responslbUltles  ana 
pleasures  of  parenthood,  we  have  had  a  keen  Interest  in  the  growth  andi 
development  of  our  nieces  and  nephews .  Consequently,  when  the  children 
were  small  and  we  lived  adjoining,  Nadine  was  at  the  beck  and  call  of 
anyone  in  need  of  assistance,  this  she  volunteered  with  anxiousness  and 

anticipation. 

We  have  watched  our  nieces  and  nephews  grow  into  \^manhood  and 
manhood  while  displaying  sterling  qualities  of  character.  Ctf  genera^ 
tlon,  all  are  married  as  will  be  noted  on  the  "family  tree'  with  ^e  ex  cep 
tlon  of  Ruth's  daughter,  Orlene,  who  will  be  19  next  January.  We  have 
heL  LfoLed  by  Ruth  that  a  wedding  is  planned  for  next  year  and  we  are 
all  asked  to  come  to  California  to  attend. 

Currently,  a  new  generation  is  forming,  the  eldest  is  10  years  of 
age  and  the  youngest  is  4  months,  the  total  count  is  11,  it  is  my  cP® 
that  the  number  will  eventually  exceed  2  0.  In 

to  predict  the  future  of  these  youngsters,  I  become  very  optlmi^stlc,  t  ey 
all  seem  so  well  equipped  mentally  and  physically  that  they  should  excel 
in  their  chosen  vocations.  They  will  reflect  the  examples  set  by  thejr 
parents  and  mirror  the  effects  of  firm  discipline.  As  an  Interested  by 
stander,  I  have  noted  that  the  most  devastating  handicap  some  children 
must  hurdle  is  to  be  raised  in  the  "lap  of  luxury,"  it  would  be  a  grave 
error  for  any  of  our  youngsters  not  to  learn  how  to  work  so  that  he  or  she 
may  fully  appreciate  the  fruits  of  labor. 

In  writing  my  story  I  have  sought  to  be  objective  but  realize  that 
editorializing  is  commonplace.  In  asserting  my  views  and  opinions 
crudely,  I  may  have  tread  upon  some  "toes,"  In  that  event  I  fasten  to 
add  that  no  offense  was  Intended,  notwithstanding,  I 
appease  anyone.  Throughout  my  life  I  have  not  been  subjective  to  the 
degree  of  being  a  rubber  stamp  when  It  was  more  popular  to  do  so.  It  is 
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my  philosophy  that  it  is  better  to  assume  an  unyielding  attitude  in  contro¬ 
versial  matters  if  your  convictions  are  well  founded.  I  subscribe  to  a 
well  known  saying^  "I  would  rather  be  right  than  president/'  that  some 
rebellion  in  all  of  us  is  preferable  to  none  at  all.  Some  would  typify  my¬ 
self  as  being  plain  stubborn. 

When  the  subject  of  printing  our  family  history  in  book  form  was 
first  broached,  I  will  confess  that  I  had  no  idea  of  its  magnitude.  Almost 
three  years  will  have  elapsed  in  this  effort,  the  work  if  it  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  such,  has  been  satisfying  and  rewarding.  It  has  been  a  grand 
experience  to  add  my  life  herein,  much  of  the  satisfaction  is  derived  from 
the  knowledge  gained  of  being  a  descendant  of  an  illustrious  lineage. 

From  the  drama  of  my  life  as  written  herein,  you  are  now  more  or 
less  familiar  with  the  first  four  periods.  The  fifth  act,  age  60  to  75,  I 

begin  with  some  apprehension . having  the  knowledge  it  can  quickly  be 

abbreviated  to  conform  with  averages  in  life  expectancy  charts.  The  sands 
in  our  "hourglass"  commence  to  diminish  when  we  are  bom,  I  regard  it  as 
fortunate  that  some  yet  remains  in  mine.  On  Judging  the  years  gone  by,  I 
find  nothing  of  which  to  complain.  My  life  has  been  blessed  with  good 
health  and  an  abundance  of  happiness.  In  appreciation  I  need  not  be  re¬ 
minded  that  these  precious  possessions  are  GOD  GIVEN,  perhaps  the  most 
important  endowment  to  me  is  a  splendid  heritage  shared  with  my  good 
brothers  and  sister.  Moreover,  my  further  well-being  of  the  last  3  7  years 
is  crowned  by  the  love  and  affection  of  a  faithful  wife.  If  someone  would 
ask. . . ,  what  changes  would  you  make  if  you  could  relive  your  60  years  ? 
That  question  would  be  superfluous. ...  I  have  been  granted  the  greatest 
possible  wealth....  materialistic  "wherewithal"  can  only  be  regarded  as 
an  accessory  after  the  fact. 

As  I  close  my  contribution  to  this  book  in  August  of  this  year,  1962  , 
the  main  topic  of  the  day  is  Rocket  Boosters  and  the  probing  of  outer  space, 
accomplishments  thus  far  dramatically  focus  attention  on  the  magnitude  of 
the  UNIVERSE.  At  a  time  when  a  population  explosion  and  air  travel  have 
combined  to  shrink  our  sphere  to  diminutive  proportions,  we  may  well  turn 
back  the  pages  of  history  to  the  discovery  of  our  own  "new  world."  In  the 
years  of  yore,  we  learn  of  the  early  VIKINGS  who  plied  the  seven  seas  and 
settled  our  continent,  but  laudatory  as  their  feats  were,  their  grandeur  is 
diminutive  as  compared  to  the  seas  of  space  now  challenging  the  Ingenuity 
of  scientists . 

Fantastic  and  incredible  as  it  all  appears ,  plans  are  now  being 
formulated  to  link  many  of  the  Celestial  Bodies  with  a  vast  system  of 
"highways"  contemplating  an  Interchange  of  commerce.  If  I  would  be 
granted  the  opportunity  to  emigrate  to  this  new  frontier,  "my  cup  would 
overfloweth . "  However,  after  a  realistic  self  analysis,  I  am  resigned  to 
give  priority  to  the  dynamic  determination  of  new  generations  of  VIKINGS. 

I  yield  in  favor  of  the  Infinite  number  of  fine  Sons  and  Daughters  who  will 
enrich  our  lineage  in  the  many  tomorrows  to  come. 
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"rool  WYLD"  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Axel  Carlson  near  St.  Charles,  Ill, 


Who  will  hazard  a  guess; 

rich  man,  poor  man,  beggar  man,  thief; 

doctor,  lawyer,  Indian  chief?- 
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In  the  spirit  of  this  occasion  I  drink  a  toast  to  future  members 
wherever  they  are^  "may  they  be  as  proud  of  their  ancestry  as  I.  " 


lam  confident  our  descendants  will  represent  this  lineage  honor- 

ably  and  cany  It  In  noble  pursuits  to  unchartered  heights . even  Into 

Heavens . Yea,  some  may  DWELL  AMONG  THE 


August  25 ,  1962 
St.  Charles,  Illinois 


Chlfstln?®  in  group  Is  G.  R.  Carlson  and  wife 

rlstine.  The  elder  father  has  now  finished  buUdlng  the  new  bam  and  Is  about  to  return  to  Elgin*. 
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FOREWORD  TO  MY  LIFE 


I  am  ERNEST  AUGUST,  third  son  of  Carl  Frank  and  Alfrlda  (Engman) 
Carlson,  bom  December  23 ,  1904,  at  Westra  Ryd,  Blekinge  Province, 
Sweden . 

Grandson  of  Gustaf  Reinhold  and  Elisa  Christine  (Carlson)  Carlson 

Grandson  of  Ingman  and  Berta  (Bengtsdotter)  Isaksson 

Brother  of  Ingvar  Reinhold  Carlson 
Brother  of  Axel  Frit J of  Carlson 
Brother  of  Oscar  Carlson  (deceased) 

Brother  of  Ruth  Ingeborg  (Carlson)  Gottardi 

Husband  of  Evelyn  Mary  Ella  (Beyer)  Carlson 

Father  of  Richard  Allan  Carlson 

Father  of  Lois  Jeannine  (Carlson)  Momingstar 

THIS  RECORD,  STARTED  BY  MY  FATHER,  IS  THE  MOST  VALUABLE 
THING  HE  COULD  POSSIBLY  HAND  DOWN  TO  HIS  DESCENDANTS,  I  VALUE 
IT  MORE  THAN  IF  FATHER  HAD  LEFT  ME  A  FORTUNE  ,  AND  MONEY  CANNOT 
BUY  IT.  I  REGARD  IT  AS  A  FAMILY  TREASURE.  I  THOUGHT  IF  I  DID  NOT 
TRANSLATE  THIS  GRAND  WORK  IT  WOULD  BE  LOST.  IT  IS  BY  FAR  TOO 

VALUABLE  TO  BE  LAID  AWAY  AND  I  PRAY  WITH  MY  FATHER  BEFORE  ME - 

EXTEND,  EXPAND  AND  TREASURE  THIS. RECORD,  IF  POSSIBLE,  TO  THE  DAY 
OF  RESURRECTION.  339 
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Thus  wrote  our  father,  CARL  FRANK  CARLSON,  in  the  foreword  of 
his  autobiography  as  he  proceeded  to  translate  from  Swedish  to  English 
the  previous  work  of  his  father,  GUSTAF  REINHOLD  CARLSON. 

I  share  with  my  brothers  the  belief  that  the  continuous  recording 
of  our  Genealogy  has  great  promise.  Currently  our  Genealogy  clearly 
indicates  it  is  charged  with  a  principle  similar  to  "gravitation"  in  that 
it  assures  accelerated  worth  through  the  ages.  In  cooperation  with  my 

brothers,  I  heartily  enter  into  the  spirit  of  this  objective . to  aid 

in  projecting  it  into  the  far  beyond,  where  momentum  will  hold  it  in 
"orbit"  for  future  generations. 


From  the  aforementioned  excerpt  and  after  reading  the  autobiography 
of  grandfather  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  the  originator,  it  is  evident  that 
he  had  visions  of  many  printed  volumes,  each  succeeding  one  compliment¬ 
ing  the  one  before.  This  book  being  volume  number  one  lends  inspiration 
to  make  this  a  "pilot-model"  which  we  hope  and  pray  will  be  a  spur  to 
volume  number  two.  However,  it  is  not  our  intention  to  set  a  standard 
for  future  procedures,  it  is  presumed  better  ideas  from  descendants  will 
prevail  when  the  next  volume  is  desired. 

It  is  with  humble  devotion  that  I  make  my  contribution  by  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  depict  an  image  for  descendants  present  and  future,  especially  in 
the  immediate  branches  of  our  daughter  Lois  and  son  Richard.  The  deci¬ 
sion  to  print  this  first  volume  germinated  from  a  set  of  circumstances . 
First,  the  old  record  book  used  by  our  father  was  coming  apart  in  the 
binding;  second,  the  writing  was  in  long  hand  and  not  conducive  of  easy 
reading;  third,  we  wanted  an  attractive  book  that  would  compliment  its 
context.  We  hope  to  produce  a  book  of  "earthy"  candor  that  will  hold  a 
place  of  prominence  in  the  living  room  and  when  other  conversation  be¬ 
comes  dull,  attention  may  be  focused  on  "This  Is  Our  Life."  It  is  our 
desire  to  make  this  book  a  conversation  piece  treasured  by  all  members 
of  this  heritage.  Succeeding  in  this,  perpetuity  will  be  assured  and  this 
volume  will  never  be  found  in  a  catchall  attic  or  musty  basement. 


There  was  a  fourth  and  more  compelling  factor  instrumental  in  the 
^timate  decision  to  print  a  book;  specifically,  information  coming  from 
Sweden  concerning  our  ancestry.  This  part  of  our  story  began  in  1953 
when  Axel  and  his  wife  were  touring  Europe  with  a  group  of  people  from 
Sweden,  Axel  met  a  couple  by  the  name  of  NHson  who  lived  in  Malmo 
On  another  trip  to  Sweden  in  1956,  Axel  and  Nadine  visited  the  NHsons 
in  their  home.  While  guests  of  the  NHsons  they  admired  a  painting 
hanging  on  the  wall  depicting  Mrs.  NHson's  lineage,  it  was  in  the  form 
3  tree  which  included  branches  of  royalty  in  the  resplendent  past. 

This  manifestation  of  interest  by  brother  Axel,  led  Mrs.  NHson  to 
subsequenHy  send  us  brochures  from  an  agency  in  Malmo  which  special¬ 
ized  in  this  type  of  work.  It  is  called  "Arklv  For  Svensk  Slaktfersknlng, " 
by  translation  it  would  be  "Documentary  Swedish  Genealogical  Research." 
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a  bXod  Ulw  ladl  'lobnao  **YdlTa0*  io  iood  a  aouboiq  ol  aqod  eW  .ixalnoo 
-ad  nollaeiavnoo  ladlo  nadw  bna  mooi  Q/ilvll  adl  nl  aonartlmoriq  io  aoalq 
mo  ai  11  ".aiU  mO  al  al/fl**  no  baauooi  ad  vam  ndlnaiia  ^llub  aamoo 
amdmam  lla  vd  barmaaan  aoalq  noliaaiaviioo  a  iood  aldl  aiam  ol  ailtab 
aldl  baa  bamaaa  ad  lllw  .aldl  nl  ^nlbaaoouS  .a^ajliad  aldl  io 

.Inamaaad  Ylaum  10  ollJa  Ub^iao  a  nl  bnuoi  ad  lavan  lllw  anu/lov 


adl  nl  lAinatiunlaiU  loldsi  cnlUaqnioo  aiom  bna  dtujoi  a  aaw  aiadT 
moil  pnlmoo  noMamoiol  .YllaolUoaM  v^ood  0  inhq  ol  noiaJbab  alamillu 
C8ei  nl  ncpod  Y^la  luo  10  Iraq  altvT  .Yilaaona  mo  pnim^noo  nabawS 
mcnl  atqoaq  io  quoip  a  dllw  aqosvS  Qniiuoi  anaw  aUw  aid  ^a  laxA  nadw 
.otnlaM  nl  bavll  odw  noellH  io  amnn  adi  Vd  alquoo  a  lam  laxA  .nabaw'i 
anoellM  axO  ballalv  antbali  bna  laxA  /it  nabawS  ol  qiil  ladiona  rC 

pnllnlaq  a  bailmba  Yadl  ar^aliVf  adl  io  aiaaup  alidW  .amod  liadl  nl 
onoi  adJ  ol  a«w  li  .,  apaarnlJ  a'noaUM  .aiM  pmioiqab  Umt  adl  no  pnlynad 
.laaq  /nabnaiqitai  ax(l  nl  YllCYC’^  ^  aadonoid  Labutoni  doidVr  Jp 


ol  rToellVf  .eiM  bal  .iaxA  ladioid  Yd  taaiairtl  io  noualaali/iani  aidT 
-Inioaqe  doidw  omlaM  ol  YO^ap^  aa  moil  aamdoaid  au  bnaa  Y^^nauvaadua 
"^pariidanaii/idl^  danoya  10I  vidiA"  balXao  al  H  .ifiow  lo  aqvl  ai/U  nl  baal 
".rbiaaaad  laolpolaaotO  dalbawE  ad  blucnif  11  nctlalanail^Vl 
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mile  some  thought  had  been  given  to  the  extension  of  our  old  record  book 
h^etofore,  subsequent  correspondence  In  1960  with  a  Mr.  Brenner  of  the 
^ve  accredited  agency  caused  us  to  put  a  new  appraisal  on  our  lineage 
pir  f  uf  enriched  lineage  In  the  formal  ‘ 

Brenner^  fables  and  a  lineage  story  embodying  details  furnished  by  Mr. 

Tt  attention  to  the  •'Family  Tree"  reproduced  herein 

It  was  drawn  by  brother  Axel  and  was  sketched  from  a  large  oak  tree  which 
^ows  In  front  of  his  home  "Idol  Wyld"  at  St.  Charles,  Illinois.  The  low 
nfpJ^  section  of  j*e  trunk  near  the  ground  depicts  the  start  about  one  hun- 

genealogical  tree  begins  with  the  marriage  In  187^^ 

Indm^her  Tom'Sa?"  CHRISTINE  CARLSON,  our  gran^dfalker  and 

^iv  t/  ^  n^aiTlage  we  can  trace  branches  and  offspring  to 

noted  some  branches  are  stunted  and  lack  growth 
on  virility  by  the  presence  of  leaves  and  shoots.  Names 

acorns  are  of  one  generation,  the  rectangular  Identifications  are  a 

cousins.  This  family  tree  contains  most  of  the  vital 
statistics  we  need  to  establish  our  relationship. 
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Aood  inoo«\tdo  u/o  U>  nolAnshca  sil]  o)  nsvl^  MBd  bsH  iri^uodi  •mos  sUtW 
•xU  )o  ittftnaid  .iM  e  AilMt  Oaei  lU  •on^bnoqsannoo  Jn»updcdua  «»ioio)8i8il 
,9p6ftnli  iix)  no  iealfiiqqa  W9n  e  5uq  o)  81/  beauflo  Y^/tapfi  b9)lbsT006  ovode 
Id  /mol  »/l]  jii  9^69011  badoiins  nft  lo  le/Uo  no  sbem  ei  noUnoM 

.-jM  vd  bft/iiiitiul  Blie/ob  cnlYbodma  \n<ol8  spfia/ill  b  bna  tMd^t-ioiaaoflfi 

.•i©nn»tf 


•  fli9i9/i  b9ouboTq«i  “aariT  vUnxfc'l'*  »itj  oJ  nollnoJJ®  luoy  IIuo  oj  rialw  I 
rbldw  99^  ^Bo  ©pifil  fi  mold  bedo/ada  tew  bna  laxA  id/borid  rrw/Tib  sew  il 
wol  ortT  .^ionllll  ^aahfirfO  .13  it  "bl^W  ioU**  emo/I  aid  lo  InoTi  ni  awoip 
-niid  9/10  Juodft  tiftia  o/O  alolqob  bm/oip  sdi  leon  d/unl  srij  lo  nolioot  yveod 
SXQL  nl  opUTiera  sdi  dilw  anlpdd  saii  iBolpoIesnae  al/tT  .opa  aisay  baib 
bna  laidalbneiv  wo  ,VIOajRAO  aWianUO  A2IJ3  bna  OJOHKIM  lATBUD  lo 
07  p/il7qello  bna  eadonaid  bocii  nao  aw  apainam  Jcdi  motl  .is/tiombnaip 
diwoTG  ;(D6l  bna  botouia  oia  aedoaaxi  a/noa  balon  od  iilw  11  .SdGI  «Yli/l 
adinaM  «8looda  bna  asvaol  lo  sonaaatq  erfl  \d  ycllUitv  wode  aiartJo  alidw 
a  eia  anollaolii/nobi  lali/ipaMoe'i  adJ  ^noilaianap  eno  lo  9ia  e/nooa  •dl  no 
lallv  9/17  Ip  inom  anlalnoo  oriJ  vUmal  eltfT  .anlauoo  lla  ^notfeionap  won 

,qlda/ioUal9i  wo  datldalaa  oi  bsan  ow  aolialiala 
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MY  LIFE 


In  relating  my  life  story,  the  events  transpiring  prior  to  June  of  1917 
coincide  with  those  written  by  my  brothers  and  father,  and  these  are  appli¬ 
cable  to  each  of  us  to  varying  degrees.  During  those  days  there  were  few 
episodes  In  which  I  was  not  Involved  with  Ingvar  and  Axel.  I  was  the 
youngest,  but  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  I  was  less  active  In  oiu- 
many  activities  and  escapades.  Therefore,  to  be  spared  the  act  of  repe-r 
tltlon  I  must  refer  you  In  many  Instances  to  the  accounts  made  by  Ingvar 
and  Axel  for  these  years  when  we  lived  together  on  the  farm  before  leaving 
Ludlngton . 

Elsewhere  In  this  book  you  will  have  learned  of  the  marriage  of  my 
parents  In  1900  at  Geneva,  Illinois,  and  of  their  honeymoon  voyage  that 
began  as  a  five  month  visit  to  mother's  parents  on  the  farm  In  Sweden  and 
culminated  five  years  later  In  possession  of  the  farm  and  the  begetting  of 
three  sons.  I  was  the  youngest  of  them,  my  birth  took  place  on  December 
23,  1904,  with  a  midwife  In  attendance.  In  connection  with  her  service 

when  Ingvar  was  bom.  Dad  wrote  In  the  history . he  was  extremely 

worried  about  mother's  prolonged  laboring  and  intimated  to  the  midwife  he 
thought  It  best  to  drive  six  miles  to  town  and  fetch  a  doctor . the  mid¬ 

wife  interpreted  the  remark  as  a  reflection  upon  her  qualifications  and 
threatened  to  leave.  In  relating  this  event  to  our  cousin,  Otto  Olson,  he 
said,  "At  that  time  midwives  had  always  been  relied  upon  to  perform  this 
function  and  were  paid  the  standard  fee  of  one  half-crown  or  about  fifteen 
cents . "  It  would  seem  that  after  my  father  had  had  experience  with  med¬ 
ical  charges  In  this  country  prior  to  1900,  he  would  have  license  to  be 
skeptical  of  any  service  as  low  as  the  price  of  a  couple  cigars. 

The  farm  where  I  was  bom,  nested  with  a  half  dozen  more  In  a 
settlement  called  Westra  Ryd,  the  closest  town  was  Brakne  Hoby,  six 
miles  distant,  which  currently  boasts  of  about  2  000  population.  At  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  this  little  city  I  was  baptized,  Ernest  August,  on 
January  27,  1905.  In  early  1905,  Dad  sold  the  farm  and  returned  to  the 
United  States,  Mother  was  to  follow  later  In  wanner  weather.  As  a  babe 
In  arms  I  was  brought  by  Mother  to  a  new  home  prepared  for  us  on  Wing 
Street  In  Elgin,  brother  Axel  was  with  me  on  this  May  crossing,  Ingvar 
had  gone  with  Dad  some  three  months  earlier. 

My  early  life  remained  a  "blank"  until  one  day  in  1907  when  I  had 
a  rude  awakening.  I  was  cut  on  the  head  by  an  object  thrown  by  a  play¬ 
mate,  I  was  about  age  three  and  am  told  I  bled  profusely.  Mother  rushed 
me  Into  the  house  to  wash  the  dirt  and  blood  from  my  hair  and  dress  the 
wound.  The  confusion  Incidental  to  this  event  left  a  lasting  impression 
with  me.  I  think  my  problems  and  struggle  for  a  "place  In  the  sun"  stems 
from  this  period  and  sets  the  stage  for  the  actual  curtain  opening  to  my 
story.  The  locale  Is  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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vrei  io  ®m;l  oi  laiiq  pnixlqi«*iJ  tjnwa  dtiS  ^yic4«  poiltltr  fd 

•‘llqqn  810  oasdi  bhB  bnB  Eiarf^oid  ym  ^  na^Uiw  aaorU  ditw  sbinnioo 

woi  818W  8Taff}  aeorfi  pnliuCl  .eoaipab  pniYlsv  oj  bu  lo  rioet  oj  qldoD 
ailj  eew  1  .laxA  baa  lavpnJ  iUlw  bavlovnl  ion  eew  I  dotrlw  nl  eeb^qa 
11/0  nt  eviiofi  ssal  «6w  I  larij  woXlol  yUiaesaodn  Jon  eaob  il  Jt/d  tlsapni/oy 
r*^ai  io  Joa  arlt  barreqa  od  o$  ^aiolaiarfl  .eaboqfioaa  bne  aalJtviJoa  ynam 
icvpnl  yd  abam  BJnuoooa  arlj  oJ  aoonaianl  ynam  nl  uoy  lalai  Jaum  I  noiJii 
pntvaal  aiolad  mifil  aiU  no  lailiaool  bavll  aw  nartw  tiaay  aaaili  lol  lexA  bna 

„  .nojpnlbal 

• 

Ym  to  epalnam  a/lj  to  baniAal  av6d  liiw  uoY  ^ood  aidJ  nl  aiaifwaalZ 
Jsifi  apayov  rtcoatYonorf  ilarfj  to  bna  »alomUI  ^nvanflO  iA  0061  nl  alnoieq 
bna  nabawS  ni  rmal  adi  no  ainaiaq  e*iadjo(n  oJ  ilalv  dJao/n  avll  a  ba  napad 
to  pnliiapod  arij  bne  nnei  adi  to  nolaaaeeoq  nl  laJal  iieay  Avli  boJanlinli/o 
ladmaooG  no  sonlq  ^ooi  itirld  ym  «modi  to  isopnuoY  ®dJ  tew  1  .anoa  aaiili 
aDlVTaa  lad  riJlw  noltoannoo  nl  .aonabrteJJa  nl  BHwblm  a  dJlw  ,1*061 

ylaniaiJxa  aew  ad . yioJatd  adJ  nl  aJoiw  baO  ,mod  aaw  lavpnl  nadw 

ad  allwbim  adi  oi  bajamljnl  bna  pniiodal  bapnoloiq  a'ladjom  ii/oda  balnow 
“him  adJ  ....  .lojoob^e  doJal  bna  nwoi  oi  aallra  xti  arvlib  oi  iaad  it  i/touodi 
bne  anoUaallllaup  lad  /loqu  nolioal^ai  a  aa  /tiamai  adi  baiaiqiainl  aliw 
ad  ,noBlO  oiiO  ,nlauoo  luo  oJ  Jnava  alrii  pnliolai  id  .avaal  oi  banal aaidJ 
eldi  miohaq  oi  noqn  baliai  naad  ayawlB  bad  aavlwblin  amli  iadi  lA"  ,blea 
naaJltl  ii#oda  to  nwoiO“llad  ano  to  aal  biabiiAJa  adi  bleq  aiaw  bne  noiloni/l 
-bam  dJlw  aonaliaqxa  bed  bad  ladjal  ym  lelle  iadi  maaa  bluow  il  ".ainao 
od  oi  aanaoll  evad  bltiow  ad  ,0061  oi  loliq  yiiJUx>3  Bldi  nl  aapiado  laol 
•  Biaplo  alquoo  a  to  aotiq  adi  aa  wol  ae  aolviaa  yne  to  laoliqada 

a  nt  aiora  nasob  Had  a  dilw  baiaan  ,niod  aew  I  aiadw  anal  adT 
^  xle  ,ydoH  andaifl  anw  nwol  iaaaolo  adi  ',byJI  enaaW  ballao  inamaliiat 
adi  lA  .nollaiuqoq  000 £  Juoda  to  eiaaod  ylinantra  doldw  ,lnaialb  aalim 
no  ,iai/puA  iaam^  ,basiiqad  aavr  I  yilo  aliiil  aiitf  nl  doivdD  neiaditij 
adi  oi  bamulai  bna  nnal  adi  bioa  baQ  ,6061  yliaa  nl  ,2061  ,TS  yiaunal 
aded  a  aA  .ladieaw  lannaw  at  laial  woUoi  oi  aew  ladioM  ,8aJa]8  bailnU 
pnlW  no  au  lol  baiaqaiq  amod  wan  a  oi  ladioM  yd  idpuoid  taw  I  axma  nl 
levpol  ,pn!aeoio  yaM  tliii  no  am  dllw  aew  laxA  ladioid  ,iilpi3  nl  )aaii2 

.laiiiaa  adinom  aaidi  amoa  baQ  lUlw  aoop  bad 

bad  I  nadw  \06i  nl  ano  Him;  "Xnald”  a  banlemai  alll  yhaa  yM 
-yalq  a  yd  nwoidi  ioatdo  na  yd  baad  adi  no  iim  aow  I  .cnlnaiawa  abin  a 
badain  ladioM  •yloaatoiq  baU  1  bloi  ma  bna  aaidi  apa  tuoda  a  aw  I  ,aiam 
adi  aaaib  bna  ilad  ym  moil  boold  bna  iilb  adi  dacw  oi  aauod  adi  oinl  am 
nolaeaiqftl  pnliael  a  ilal  inava  tidi  of  loinabtoiil  nolautooo  adT  .bru/ow 
amata  "au%  adi  at  aoalq*  a  lol  alppima  bna  amaldoiq  ym  dntdi  I  .am  dilw 
ym  Oi  pninaqo  olaiim  lauiue  adi  lol  apaia'adi  aiaa  bna  bohaq  aldi  moil 
^  ,nepldaiM  to  aiaiB  adi  al  alaool  adT  .yioia 
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We  are  living  In  the  city  of  Ludlngton,  Dad  Is  employed  at  the  Star 
Watch  Case  Company  which  moved  here  In  1906,  my  brothers  have  begun 
the^  schooling  and  Mother  has  her  hands  full  In  managing  a  pesky  brood. 
To  be  practical,  I  will  skip  the  next  three  years  when  I  was  little  during 
which  we  lived  In  the  city  and  commence  with  the  purchase  of  our  35  acre 
farm  on  the  outskirts  of  town  In  1909.  I  recollect  It  as  a  very  "homey" 
place  with  a  picket  fence  In  front  covered  with  rambling  vines  of  roses . 

In  addition  to  the  well  constructed  house,  there  was  a  bam  and  other 
farm  buildings  that  badly  needed  paint,  most  were  beyond  repair.  North 
of  the  house,  several  hundred  fruit  trees  were  in  their  prime.  Half  of  our 
farm  was  In  forest  where  many  beech,  oak  and  pine  trees  provided  a  haven 
for  wild  life,  flowers  and  berries  grew  wild  almost  everywhere.  In  this 
poetic  environment  we  lived  1909  -  1917. 

My  formal  education  began  In  1910  by  attending  kindergarten  In  the 
country  school  about  one-third  mile  away.  Only  grades  through  the  fifth 
were  taught,  after  that  the  pupils  who  wished  to  continue  their  education 
went  to  school  In  the  city,  some  two  miles  by  road  and  sidewalk.  Via  a 
path  through  the  woods  the  distance  was  a  half  mile  less,  we  preferred 
this  shortcut  when  our  bicycles  were  broke  down. 

The  country  school  was  named  Wing  School  and  was  only  one  room, 
the  totdl  attendance  was  about  20,  Some  of  the  older  boys  were  as  big  as 
the  lady  teacher .  The  teacher  usually  made  her  own  fires  on  cold  morn¬ 
ings,  but  I  recall  when  the  weather  was  severe  she  paid  one  of  the  boys 
2  5  cents  a  week  to  have  the  room  warm  on  her  arrival.  Wood  was  plenti¬ 
ful  and  Inexpensive  in  this  timber  country  and  was  the  only  fuel  used. 

The  older  boys  were  assigned  to  "fetching"  the  wood  and  to  aid  In  sto’klng 
the  fire,  possibly  these  lads  did  not  advance  as  per  the  timetable  due  to 
these  extra  time  consuming  activities. 

In  going  to  school  at  Wing,  I  remember  best  the  deep  ditches  filled 
with  water  In  the  spring  months  and  how  minnows  found  their  way  into 
them  from  the  ditch's  confluence  with  the  Pere  Marguette  River  a  mile 
away.  Along  the  road,  we  watched  with  keen  Interest  the  spawning  of  the 
Jelly-like  frog  eggs  until  we  barely  missed  being  marked  "tardy."  Each 
day  the  tadpoles  or  polllwogs  multiplied  and  grew  until  the  water  became 
almost  black.  This  is  where  I  received  my  first  lessons  in  biology, 
seems  the  old  one  room  school  did  have  a  "superiority"  over  city  schools 
In  some  ways.  This  was  the  time  when  playing  marbles  was  at  Its  height 
and  no  day  was  long  enough  to  satisfy  our  passion  for  play  and  fun. 

Our  parents  were  exponents  of  "spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the  child." 

I  can  now  appreciate  the  concern  every  parent  shares  in  the  guidance  of 
their  offspring  along  the  paths  of  right  and  wrong.  In  this  moulding  of 
character  our  parents'  alms  were  lofty.  Our  associates  were  picked  with 
care  and  attendance  at  Sunday  School  was  of  utmost  importance,  they 
attempted  to  shield  us  from  evil  and  temptation  wherever  it  may  lurk. 
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(d)  nl  natiafjiabnld  ^nlbnalfa  yd  01 B1  ni  na^^ad  notiaouba  laonol  yM 
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Indelible  upon  my  memory  Is  one  offensive  weekly  chore.  After  we 
moved  to  the  farm.  Dad  sought  all  the  bam  manure  he  could  find  to  aid  In 
vitalizing  the  soli,  In  this  pursuit  he  contacted  many  of  the  merchants  In 
the  city  who  maintained  a  delivery  service.  In  consequence  thereof,  we 
boys  hauled  one  or  two  loads  of  horse  manure  from  town  every  Saturday 
throughout  the  years  on  the  farm.  I  was  too  young  to  be  of  much  help, 
but  with  few  exceptions ,  I  went  with  either  Ingvar  or  Axel  each  Saturday 
to  help  raise  the  heavy  hinged  covers  on  the  enclosed  manure  boxes . 

When  the  wagon  or  bobsled  was  getting  full.  It  was  my  task  to  distribute 
and  stack  the  stuff  as  high  as  possible  especially  If  It  had  been  a  "heavy 
week." 


It  was  on  one  of  these  hauling  expeditions  that  Ingvar  and  I  noticed 
a  peddler's  wagon  standing  In  an  adjacent  bam,  we  recognized  It  as  be¬ 
longing  to  a  man  who  came  to  our  house  many  times  to  sell  products  such 
as  coffee,  spices  and  chocolate.  We  took  a  look  In  the  merchant  wagon, 
and,  as  anticipated,  we  saw  the  chocolate  and  took  two  or  three  bars. 

The  following  Saturday  It  was  Axel's  turn  to  haul  fertilizer,  he  too  wanted 
a  couple  bars.  However,  the  owner  was  waiting  and  caught  Axel  In  the 
act.  Dad  reimbursed  the  man  and  we  feared  the  worst,  but  Instead,  Dad 
chose  to  lecture  us  .  lam  ashamed  to  mention  It  but  you  can  be  sure  those 
well  chosen  words  cured  any  larcenous  tendencies  that  may  have  lurked  In 
our  young  minds .  I  would  Judge  that  the  money  paid  for  the  chocolate  was 
one  of  Dad's  best  Investments. 

We  committed  other  "tricks"  that  were  not  very  commendable,  such 
as  when  the  hens  would  lay  eggs  In  nests  hidden  In  the  bam  or  under  the 
buggy  seat,  we  kids  would  claim  them  as  ours.  Mother  knew  nothing 
about  this  but  every  week  we  would  accumulate  a  couple  dozen  of  these 
"stray"  eggs  which  we  claimed  by  right  of  discovery.  When  we  hauled 
manure  from  town  on  Saturday,  we  sold  them,  netting  perhaps  20  or  30 
cents.  We  pooled  our  money  until  It  would  amount  to  several  dollars, 
this  financed  the  purchase  of  a  catcher's  mitt  or  mask,  or  maybe  an  extra 
ball  and  bat.  During  these  first  years  on  the  farm  It  was  rare  to  be  given 
a  nickel  or  two  for  "foolishness."  However,  in  later  years  when  our  own 
farm  work  was  under  control,  we  were  permitted  to  go  over  to  our  neighbor, 
the  Olsons,  to  pick  strawberries,  some  days  we  each  earned  50  cents  at 
the  rate  of  a  penny  a  quart. 

The  national  pastime  of  baseball  was  our  chief  recreation  as  kids. 
We  loved  to  play  at  It  and  In  later  years  I  think  we  were  beginning  to  ex¬ 
cel.  If  there  was  a  spare  moment  In  summer,  we  would  be  found  throwing 
a  ball,  our  addiction  was  a  constant  problem  to  Mother  as  we  would  not 
take  time  to  eat  properly.  In  school  It  was  more  of  the  same,  we  had  an 
obsession  for  competitive  sports.  For  playing  we  had  energy  unlimited, 
but  for  chores  at  home  we  tired  very  easily.  One  day  while  playing  catch, 
an  unfortunate  incident  occurred ,  Mother  was  struck  In  the  face  with  a  ball 
and  a  gold  crown  flew  from  her  mouth  Into  the  grass,  luckily  the  accident 
was  not  more  serious.  The  crown  was  found  a  year  later. 
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Most  of  the  time  we  did  not  own  a  good  ball  such  as  one  purchased 
from  a  store,  usually  we  Improvised  our  own  by  winding  grocery  string 
over  a  rubber  ball  in  the  center.  The  cover  was  often  made  of  friction 
tape  which  would  only  survive  a  week  of  ordinary  use.  To  make  a  cover 
which  was  more  durable  we  began  to  use  the  soft  leather  from  shoe  tops; 
this  was  a  decided  Improvement  but  with  it  developed  a  scarcity  of  ac¬ 
ceptable  material.  To  maintain  a  small  stock  of  suitable  leather  we  were 
obliged  to  scour  the  alleys  in  town  and  ask  our  friends  to  be  on  the  alert 
for  discarded  shoes. 

Football  also  claimed  our  attention  although  it  was  not  a  major 
sport  in  this  small  city.  Nevertheless,  the  kicking  of  the  pigskin  for 
long  yardage  and  the  returning  of  punts  was  especially  exhilarating.  As 
with  playing  baseball,  the  lack  of  funds  compelled  us  to  Improvise  our 
equipment.  Rubber  bladders  deteriorated  posing  a  problem  to  keep  the 
ball  Inflated;  to  remedy  this  we  begged  Dad  and  neighbors  to  save  the 
bladders  for  us  when  butchering  hogs .  To  blow  up  a  pig  organ  by  mouth 
does  not  sound  very  appetizing  but  to  us  kids  it  was  the  means  to  an  end 
and  the  hygienical  aspects  were  secondary. 

We  also  built  our  own  bobsleds ,  some  long  enough  to  hold  a  half 
dozen  kids,  this  was  a  great  winter  sport  along  with  ice  skating.  How¬ 
ever,  it  remained  for  skiing  to  provide  the  most  spills  and  thrills.  We 
never  owned  any  factory  made  skis,  ours  were  barrel  staves.  Once  Dad 
made  a  fine  long  pair  from  select  wood  and  we  boys  aided  him  in  steaming 
and  turning  up  the  ends.  Dad,  being  a  machinist,  was  very  versatile,  his 
knowledge  of  mechanics  was  reflected  in  all  his  work.  It  would  seem  that 
Inasmuch  as  we  were  partners  in  all  our  ventures  that  most  assuredly  some 
of  his  talent  and  techniques  were  transferable  and  that  we  boys  should 
have  profited  from  our  close  observations . 

Throughout  the  years  on  the  farm  and  as  far  back  as  I  can  remember. 
Dad  suffered  from  asthmatic  attacks.  In  winter  they  were  more  acute,  to 
forestall  a  coughing  spell  we  would  hitch  up  the  horse  to  take  him  to  tlie 
shop  and  pick  him  up  at  night.  Dad  consulted  many  doctors  and  special¬ 
ists  with  little  or  no  relief,  nevertheless,  he  would  participate  with  us  in 
every  type  game  we  could  conjure.  Ours  was  a  life  of  contesting,  mostly 
in  the  form  of  bicycle  racing,  running,  swimming  and  skating.  At  playing 
ball,  father  was  not  so  adept,  this  required  a  sychronlzatlon  that  can  only 
be  acquired  when  young.  While  Dad  worked  in  the  factory,  he  received 
wages  of  30  -  40  cents  per  hour,  this  rated  him  an  upper  bracket  as  con¬ 
trasted  to  the  average  wage  of  15-20  cents.  Despite  these  good  wages. 
Dad  was  frugal  in  everything,  for  Instance,  every  year  he  waited  until  the 
January  clearance  sales  to  buy  us  kids  our  annual  supply  of  clothes .  We 
kids  would  each  get  a  suit  of  clothes  (knlcker-bocker  pants)  and  at  least 
two  pairs  of  high-top  button  shoes.  For  the  household,  he  mail-ordered 
flour  by  the  barrel  and  oatmeal  by  the  90  lb.  sack,  also  other  staples  in 
large  amounts . 


346 


bascdoiuq  ^no  sft  douB  lied  booi^  6  nwo  ioa  btb  sw  sisiJ  6i(l  lo  iaoM  , 

pnliia  Y^aoois  pnlbnlw  yd  owo  luo  bsalvoiqmi  aw  Yllsueif  «noic  a  morA  ‘ 
aon^ril  lo  abfta  nallo  eaw  ravca  AdT  ,i92nao  odi  nl  IlAd  isddin  a  idvo 
lavoo  6  Bittu  oT  .sail  yiaxxllno  io  :4eAW  0  svivnit  ylno  bi^ow  iloidw  6Q0I 
;«qo}  ooda  in<n)  ledleoi  ]k>a  mtii  sau  oi  ew  sldeiub  adoa  arw  tblstw 

~o»  lo  \iloieoB  0  bsqolovsb  il  drtw  jud  M54n0V<(nqml  bsbioftb  a  a0w  aid] 
oiaw  9W  iMl200i  aldaliiii  lo  dooie  il^nia  6  iiii4iii£»ia  oXj  .I&iidlAin  oidoiqao  .  ^ 
tiale  aifi  no  od  ol  aOnali!  luo  das  baa  /iwoi  id  Bd3  iiiooa  ol  boQikio  ^ 

•  eaoda  babiaonlb  10I 

iol.0is  0  ion  afiw  il  douodilfi  (ioIIoaSo  luo  baivleJo  oala  Uadloo^ 
loi  nidaplq  »iil  lo  pAiioli  9ilr  « aafladnavsH  .yllo  llama  iiiri]  at  j-ioqa 
aA  .pnllciaUHxa  Yllatoaqaa  aitw  aiit^  lo  Q/tlqitilat  ®rft  bno  caol  ^  * 

‘Ziio  a&lvoBifsi  ol  au  balls^moo  Vbaul  lo  dosi  aril  ^lladasAd  oolYsiq  dllw  ^ 
ad:  qaad  os  maldo^  s  i^aoq  baicrrolialab  nabbi^  taddufl  .imaiqiupa 
ads  aval  ol  B-ioddQlan  boa  b^i  beypad  aw  tldl  oi  ^baJrlliil  IXacf 

djiiom  Y<^  no^TO  qtq  a  qn  woJd  C(T  «e9od  Qnliaikjiiid  naifw  an  Hoi  aiabbald  • 

baa  na  ol  anaom  adi  aaw  ii'shtd  ai/,oJ  Sud  yalaiiaqqa  vtav  bnuoe  ton  taob  « 

'^1  t-i  .  ..Yi*^lE>na9aa  aiav.’  aioaqaa  ii^nalpYd  aiili  baa 

Had  a  blud  oj  dpuona  pnol  arooc  ,  ebaladod  nwb  uro  iiijud  otia  aW 
-woH  .enliGda  aol  djtw  pnola  iroqa  lalnlw  laaiQ  0  aaw  aid]  «abid  nasob 
aW  .aliiid]  bna  alliqe  iaom  »di  ablvoiq  01  pnUda  lol  banlaman  SI  ^lava’ 
baQ  aorO  ,aava]a  lamed  oiaw  amo  ^aida  abam  xioSoai  yna  banwo  lavaa 
paimaaie  nl  mid  babla  ayod  aw  bn«  bocm  ioalaa  mend  ‘ilf>q  onoi  anil  a  •bam 
aid  «aIi]aeiov  yiav  aaw  ^taioldoam  a  Qotad  ,baa  .abna  adJ  qu  pain-uii  fcna 
radi  maaa  blnow  il  .diow  aid  lie  nl  batoallai  Liw  oiiiodoani  lo  o^balvtsiid 
»rao8  Y^bav/aafi  taom  lajtl  aaxulnav  itro  nalnl  crantiaq  aiew  ew  aa  rfoumeanl 
bliioda  aYOd  aw  iadl  bna  aidmalenirii  aiaw  eauplndoal  bna  InaLaJ  aid  lo 
,  ,  cuoUa'naado  aaolo  1110  moil  baUloiq  avad 

^tadmemai  I  aa  doad  tal  aa  bna  anal  adl  no  aiaay  inoripuotrtl 
01  «9luoa  viom  aiaw  Ya<ll  Talolw  id  .adoalle  ollamdlea  moA  baialbiB  baQ 
adl  ol  mid  adal  oJ  oirod  adl  qn  doild  bbiow  aw  llaqt  pnidpuoo  a  llaiaav>l 
-laioaqa  bna  aioioob  Y^am  baliuenoo  bad  .idpin  la  qu  mid  dolq  b/ia  qoda 
nl  au  dllw  aioqloinaq  bbiow  ad  « eaatadtxavan  ^lalXai  on  to  slHll  ditw  alaJ 
Yliapm  (pnllialrtoo  lo  alll  0  aaw  aiuO  .aiutnoo  bluoo  aw  anaay  aqYl  x^ava. 
pnlyalq  lA  .pnitada  bna  pnlmmlwt  tpnlnnui  ,pnlo0i  aXoYold  lo  mol  adl  nl^ 
flno  nao  ladi  noliaxiiiordox*  a  bailupai  aidl  «lqsba  oa  ion  aaw  ladial  «Uad 
bavlooar  ad  ^x^ioal  siU  at  bad low  beC  alldW  .pnnoY  aodw  bailupoa  ad 
-noo  aa  ladoovi  leqqu  oa  mid  baiai  aid]  ,iuori  laq  ainao  O^-'  OC  lo  aapaw 
^aepaw  boop  aaadi  aliqaaQ  <  ainao  OS -  Si  lo  apaw  apaiave  oiO  ol  balaari  . 
adl  illixu  baltaw  ad  laaY  Yiova  taonalanl  lol  «pniii}YTava  nl  tapinl  aaw  faoG  .^^1' 
aW  ,B9Asot)  lo  Jqqua  launna  luo  abld  au  y^  ol  aalaa  aonsxaaJo  YiMaa(  ‘ 
laaal  la  bna  (aincq  Tadood-iodoind)  aadlolo  lo  Hub  a  lap  doaa  bLuow  abld 
baiabxi-iiam  ad  ^biofiatfiod  aill  10I  .aoodi  notSud  qol'ripld  lo  ailaq  owl 
nl  eaiqela  larflo  oale  «d6aB  .41  06  adl  yd  laamlM  bna  ianad  adl  yd  luoll 

igf  im  wHI  .  Binuoraa  apial 
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.  - -  aiiu  irienas. 

On  extreme  right  Is  lad  who  later 
In  1917  borrowed  $5  from  Ernest 
Carlson  and  proved  the  adage, 
this  Is  the  way  friendship  often 
ceases.  The  other  boys  are  the 
Martin  Olsons,  former  neighbors 
while  living  in  Ludlngton. 


Left:  "After  the  work  Is  o'er." 
Frank  Carlson  at  leisure  reading 
the  Sunday  pa  per  after  the  bicycles 
are  "fixed." 


Left:  After  a  dip  In  Lake  Michigan. 
Boy  second  from  left  Is  Alvin  Udberg, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  HJalmar  Lldberg, 
a  fellow  employee  of  the  Star  Watch 
Case  Company.  HJalmar,  before 
marriage,  shared  the  G.  R.  Carlson 
home  in  Elgin  for  six  years.  Alvin 
died  two  years  after  this  picture  was 
taken  from  appendectomy  complica¬ 
tions.  He  was  survived  by  a  brother, 
Walter,  and  a  sister,  Helen,  In 
addition  to  his  parents . 
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r.*lTl  twin  ayod  t*vpdA. 

lol  ort«  b>I  tl  )il9h  tAtsitta  (O. 
t*Ri3  moil  It  UwonoJ  «l8i  cA 
«4t  t<i»  UvUiA 

mIo  ^litebnktU  ym»  wtt  li  ^Uii 
01  <«»  txod  •rft  ,  io<»<»«o  ^ 
oditviaa  l•ftnol  %  <no*10  iHty*i4  : 
.oojQiiUwJ  «»*  vnlvU  bIiiIw 


m'o  U  JioM  mli  Jlml 

nitiAin  •TUBfal  lonakluo'J  iw’fi 
t&YOid  ».ii  t9fl»iwQ»|  mOt 

•.tfljUJ”  Ml 


.niVii<oiM  «I«J  v  qipMTSht  ;'>ul 
•  itvlA  &l  ital  Umtom 

,^*dbU  waUiH  .iiM  Imii  .iM  to  «oi 
HiteW  uje  «i(f  ia  —xolna*  «roi(*l  t 
.uunlfttU  .tlummoO  mmaJ 
noflhaO  .4  .0  MU  bmsdia 
lUviA  Kit  «!  oipH  nl  «am< 

•0w  tfuinii^  «i4f  >«iU  ciMt  >mib 
-•oltqiacio  xaiojSKtiaKCfqK  kkaI  irnim 
,iM9uvl  A  lid  tiwiviui  *tm  ait  •MoU 
M  tWAtXt  «  luu  tMTlAW 

tllntttq  «i4  of  noIttMit 
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Above;  Sunday  sport  on  the  farm 

Below:  "The  Builders"  after  having  cleared  entrance  to  "club-house" 
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1915  Hauling  fertilizer  from  bams  In  Ludlngton 


1915  On  Lake  Michigan 


i 


1915  Winter  scene  at  Carlson  home 
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nofsitlL'itJ  111  •mail  ••o;!  cotliiftH  Utl 


Cutover  land  in  the  process  of  being  "cleared"  on  Rasmussen  farm 


Enjoying  a  sociable  Sunday  with  a  neighbor,  the  Will  Rasmussens. 


Standing  in  the  Black  Currant  section  of  Carlson  farm 
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niftl  n»EawAaiJI  no  9Ml«d  lo  ••menu  ntU  al  bn«l  MvotaO 


.•MaatMiaan  lUW  mdi  .loditotali  a  ftiha  x*bnu9  aJUMsot  a  pcti^fa 


Above: 

Below: 


•-anson  boys  and  their  mother  and  father 

WONDERFUL  NEIGHBORS.  Bemt  Johnson,  a  widower  on  the  rloht 
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b«m  ii»dl  b«*  lYOd  ■.•viocU  ^ 

«<D  no  tWtwobtw  0  ,iM«n44u(  UtmC  .2ilC>4KDJ3i1  JlTt>?8<lMOW  n*ol*fl 
-iMo)  il*<ti  <tttw  ■rT«(  ifWoiU  yUnitJ  noslO  01U  lo  h«i  w\0  «w<iM  Mfl  ^ 

,*«aod  )•  Xtti  t«Uo  Mnit}  ,artmtii^0h 


Because  we  kids  were  never  sick.  Dad  attributed  this  to  the  big 
bowl  of  hot  oatmeal  we  ate  every  morning  for  breakfast.  1  do  not  recall 
that  we  ever  had  hot  cakes,  fried  eggs,  bacon,  toast  or  sweet  rolls  for 
breakfast  on  the  farm.  Possibly  the  oatmeal  did  rate  high  as  a  nutrient 
but  Dad  would  never  get  us  to  admit  it. 

During  these  first  summers  on  the  farm  there  was  a  breed  of 
itinerant  peddlers  who  called  quite  often  at  our  home  with  their  covered 
wagons,  among  other  articles ,  they  carried  bolts  of  dress  goods  includ¬ 
ing  silks  and  satins.  Mother  usually  bought  percales  and  ginghams  for 
herself  and  possibly  some  material  for  her  sons'  clothes. 

Half  of  our  farm  was  wooded  and  hilly,  that  was  our  pasture.  In 
the  warm  weather  the  grazing  was  insufficient  for  our  six  cows  and 
heifers  so  we  would  take  them  a  short  distance  up  the  road  and  allow 
them  to  forage  in  the  open  forests.  During  these  first  years  on  the  farm, 
two  of  us  kids  were  usually  assigned  to  watch  the  cows  to  make  sure 
they  did  not  roam  too  far.  This  Job  might  be  classified  as  "feather¬ 
bedding"  by  many  readers,  but  I  assure  you  it  was  monotonous  and  con¬ 
fining  if  not  strenuous.  One  of  the  cows  wore  a  big  bell,  but  even  this 
did  not  prevent  them  from  getting  lost.  On  one  occasion  the  herd  dis¬ 
appeared  and  we  excitedly  scoured  the  woods  for  about  a  half  mile  radius 
without  sighting  them,  finally  having  to  go  home  and  report  that  we  had 
lost  the  cows.  A  short  while  later,  a  neighbor  living  about  a  mile  away 
phoned  to  report  our  cows  were  in  his  cornfield.  Admittedly,  we  had 
been  careless  and  anticipated  a  threshing  but  this  was  not  forthcoming. 

In  compen'Satlng  the  fanner  for  the  damage  to  his  com  crop.  Dad  took  all 
our  savings  of  about  three  dollars  and  handed  it  to  him.  This  was  a  ter¬ 
rific  blow,  that  money  constituted  a  whole  summer  of  earning  for  Axel 
and  I. 


I  assume  it  is  cixstomary  for  the  normal  boy  to  want  to  build  a 
"clubhouse"  in  the  woods  where  he  and  his  friends  can  fraternize  and 
dream  plans  of  gigantic  scope.  We  boys  built  such  a  "dream-house" 
in  our  woods ,  we  located  it  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  hill  where  we  skied 
and  sledded  in  winter  whenever  there  was  an  opportunity.  We  had  a 
membership  fee,  secret  passwords  and  correspondence  in  code.  When 
our  kid  friends  came  out  to  the  farm  we  kindled  a  fire  in  the  stove,  made 
burnt  sugar  candy,  fried  potatoes  and  boiled  a  few  eggs.  These  were 

the  formative  years  which  seem  to  imply  they  serve  a  definite  purpose - 

anyway,  we  coughed  and  tears  ran  down  our  cheeks,  as  the  improvised 
stove  belched  smoke  and  our  tongues  blistered  from  the  hot  coffee. 
Nevertheless  >  these  were  the  days  to  be  cherished  on  our  calendar  of 
memories . 

The  picture  reproduced  herein,  our  father  and  we  boys  standing  on 
a  large  pine  stump,  was  taken  at  the  top  of  the  hill  near  our  clubhouse, 
it  was  near  this  stump  that  most  of  our  "formative"  years  took  place.  In 
this  locale  we  caught  the  squirrels  and  chipmunks  that  spun  in  the  wheel 
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•  '  ^  pld  srti  ot  Bidi  baJijdiina  bisQ  «3lot8  -l•vr»^  a^iow  tbti  »w  sauco^S  I 

lieoen  )cn  ob  I  .JseU&^Ki  lol  cfd^nom  y^ov»  8tA  crw  ticpinifio  Jod  lo  Iwod 
lol  ttlIonJAo//« -lo  tBfioi  «fioocd  |8i)Q9  bsiil  tod  bed  lova  tw  jeri} 

sn%lnun  K  r.fi  ricid  oJfii  bib  Lbrnaica  Yldiaao^i  .rms)  ad?  no 

.Jl  flmbn  oJ  eu  Jap  lavon  bluovir  bed  Jud 


;>VS! 


lo  baaid  o  eat/  etoHi  imsl  ad)  no  BiaicinuB  Jrxil  aaad)  pnlu/Q 

baiavoo  tied)  dttw  aniod  ikc  It  amio  aJtup  ballad  ociv/  BiaiUboQ  Ifteiafdii 

“bulonl  eboop  seantb  io  Mlod  bairri^  '^dJ  ,  aaicltia  "ladJo  pnbme  ,  «Jiocb'^’ 

lol  icBfrdpnlp  bna  Bolaoiaq  idpuod  ^Uoueu  ladjold  h^ia  BjtilB  pnl 

.eadloIo'BiioB  lad  70V  l&JialaA  afflos  vldlBBoq  bna  llacnod 
* 


nl  .aiuieaq  wo  ttaw  Jad)  bat  baboow  saw  mi6l  too  lo  UoH 

bat  Bwoo  xi«  wo  jc)  inaiolllucni  (tew  onisetp  erfl  ladjsaw  anew  adJ 
well 6  bne  bcoi  ad)  qu  ooneJeLo  Moift  a  mad)  oAts  bLuow  aw  os  nallad 
^nnal  ad)  no  sway  te'Ul  aaadj  pntwQ  .  e)Baw)  naqo  adi  nl  apaiol  o)  mod) 
8W8  axam  o)  Bwo;>  ad)  do)aw  of  banplBBo  yliaosif  aiaw  ubld  bu  lo  owt 
-ladfaal"  bo  ballieBolD  ad  )dplin  dot  eidl  .lal  oof  maoi  foil  bib  yad) 
'■noo  bna  BuonOonum  bbw  )1  uoy  awsea  1  Jud  « eiaboai  \ntm  yd  "pnlbbed 
Bid)  nova  )ud  «lJad  pid  a  aiow  bwoo  ad)  lo  anO  .euounaifs  ioa  11  yoinll 
-*e)b  biad  a/U  noiaaooo  ano  nO  .)boI  pntjjsp  moil  marl)  fnavaiq  )on  bib 
Bulbm  alim  lied  a  tuodu  lol  mbocw  ad)  bawooa  ylbaftoxa  aw  boa  baioaqqa 
bad  aw  fad)  iwqei  bna  amoil  op  of  pnivad  yilanll  ,m8dt  pai)rfpl«  luorlffw 
yewa  alim  a  luoda  pnlvU  lodiigilan  a  ^ia)ei  alidw  iDode  A  .bwoo  ad)  iBol 
bad  aw  «ylbaDliabA  .biatl  moo  aid  at  arrow  bwoo  wo  fioqai  o)  boiroriq 
.pnlmoodlio)  ion  Baw  lirl)  tud  pntdBeidi  a  bataqlotJna  baa  bibIoibo  naad 
lia  ioot  baC  «qoio  moo  Blrl  o)  apameb  ad)  10I  laanal  tds  pniiainaqiiioo  nl 
-lai  a  BOW  Blrfl  .raid  o)  Jl  bebnari  bxia  eiallob  aairl)  luoda  lo  BpnlvaB  wo 
laxA  10I  pnlmaa  lo  lamnuiB  alodw  a  baJj/Ulartoo  yanora  StriS  «wold  oiUi 

.  .1  bna 

,  i 

a  bilud  o)  )new  o)  yod  Itmon  ad)  lol  yiamoJBuo  el  11  amusea  I 
bna  asJ/nalail  nao  ebnatil  aid  bna  ad  aisdw  aboow  ad)  nl  *aBUoildulo'' 
'‘aBuod-iBAanb"  a  doui  )Uud  eyod  oW  .aqooB  oUiumip  lo  analq  maaib 
bstde  aw  aiedw  liUt  qaaia  a  lo  loo)  ad)  la  )1  baiaool  aw  «Bboow  wo  rtl 
a  btvd  aW  .yflnutioqqo  na  eaw  nod)  lavamdw  latniw  rtf  babbala  bna 
narfW  .aboo  nl  aonabo^eanoo  baa  BbwwBaaq  laroat  ^aal  qldanadmam 
abam  «avo)a  ad)  nl  axil  a  b^bnld  aw  nnal  ad)  of  )uo  amao  shnahl  bid  wo 
aiaw  oeedr  .eppa  w^l  a  bellod  bna  aaoiaJoq  halt)  ^yboao  lapue  tmiid 
— aaoqwq  alloilab  a  uvi:>b  yad)  ylqmi  o)  maas  dotrbv  Biaay  avUannol  ad) 
baBlvoiqml  ad)  aa  ,Bdaado  wo  nwob  nei  iiae)  boa  ttifyuoo  aw  ^Yawyna 
.aalloo  lod  adi  mot)  baialBiid  aaupoo)  wo  bna  odorae  badolad  avola 
lo  labnalao  wo  no  badaliado  ad  o)  ayab  art)  maw  asari)  ^  BeaiadJiayaVI 

.  aaliomain 


no  pnlbnaJB  eyod  aw  bna  ladlnl  wo  ^nlantad  bacubmqai  awlotq  aitT 
.aBiiorfdulo  wo  laan  Jiid  ad)  lo  qo)  ad)  la  tupdtt  aew  «qmt/)B  anlq  apial  a 
nl  .aoalq  ioo)  aiaay  "atruaonol**  vk>  lo  iaom  lad)  qan/la  aid]  letn  bow  tl 
laadwjail)  nl  rn/qa  iaiu  Mitumqitto  bna  alarnlupa  ad)  idpueo  bw  alaooi  aid) 

cac 
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on  the  side  of  their  cage.  Near  here  we  picked  Mayflowers,  violets,  Jack- 
in-the-pulplt,  and  feasted  on  wintergreen  berries,  sassafras  roots,  sweet 
acorns,  beechnuts,  wild  strawberries,  raspberries,  blackberries,  choke- 
cherries  and  blueberries  which  abounded  near  this  retreat. 

The  picture  herein  referred  to  was  taken  about  1915,  22  years  later 
In  1937,  we  all  went  again  to  this  site  on  the  farm  to  take  a  similar  photo, 
but  to  our  disappointment,  there  was  very  little  of  the  stump  remaining. 
Time  takes  Its  toll  of  everything,  all  things  return  to  the  soil  from  which 
they  originated. 

In  1910,  I  remember  Dad  pointing  out  Halley's  Comet  In  the  sky  to 
us  boys,  I  understand  It  will  reappear  In  1985.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  I  was  Introduced  to  Sunday  School  at  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  In 
Ludlngton.  The  Instruction  and  preaching  was  In  Swedish  and  did  not  make 
for  easy  consumption.  It  took  me  many  years  to  realize  the  value  of  know¬ 
ing  a  foreign  language  to  a  conversant  degree.  To  attend  church  in  winter 
when  the  snow  was  too  deep  for  walking,  the  horse  would  be  harnessed  to 
the  sleigh  for  transportation.  Mother  and  Dad  did  not  attend  church  regu- 
larly,  but  did  go  when  the  opportunity  arose.  I  now  appreciate  the  effort 
It  took  to  get  us  three  boys  to  Sunday  School  and  themselves  ready  for 
Church.  The  Church  had  a  horse  bam  on  the  premises,  when  cold,  we 
would  unhitch  our  horse  and  put  him  In  the  bam  and  give  him  some  hay  to 
munch  upon  while  waiting  for  the  return  trip.  Mother  put  more  pressure 
on  us  to  learn  our  Sunday  lessons  than  Dad,  however.  If  that  persuasion 
failed,  then  Dad's  was  added,  and  that  achieved  results. 

On  June  13,  1914,  brother  Oscar  was  bom.  Dad  took  us  to  see 
Oscar  at  the  Steams  Hospital  the  next  day,  thus  we  saw  him  alive,  he 
lived  only  three  days.  I  remember  vividly  our  private  funeral.  We  drove 
to  the  cemetery  in  a  horse-drawn  hack  (enclosed  carriage),  Ingvar,  Axel, 
myself  and  Dad  with  the  little  white  casket  resting  on  his  knees. 

I  was  then  ten  years  old,  so  if  Oscar  had  lived  he  would  have  been 
ten  years  younger  than  I,  what  might  his  future  have  been.  What  can  be 
said  of  an  event  like  this,  it  must  have  a  purpose,  this  much  Is  for  cer¬ 
tain;  life  for  us  would  not  be  the  same  because  of  his  coming  and  going. 
The  location  of  the  grave  at  Ludlngton  Is  not  known  as  the  records  at  the 
cemetery  have  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Peace  -  and  may  God  Bless 

1915-  1916  were  normal  years  for  me,  years  when  slingshots,  bows- 
arrows,  air  rifles,  sleds,  etc.,  were  the  main  attractions.  I  was  about 
eight  years  old  when  I  learned  to  swim,  and  many  were  the  times  that  we 
three  brothers  sneaked  off  to  the  old  swimming  hole  when  we  were  supposed 
to  be  hoeing  the  com  or  weeding  the  long  rows  of  carrots .  On  hot  summer 
evenings  Dad  would  also  enjoy  a  dip,  he  was  an  unusually  good  swimmer, 
and  could  lie  on  the  water  and  float  for  hours,  so  he  never  tired. 
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<36l  «B}diolv  « ei«Ytrol!tY6M  btdalq'ftw  nail  lesH  .«oso  ilotil  lo  •bia  adl  no 
io^wt  «elcot  efiilcsese  ^e^lTiod  nssipiainlw  no  baJCMl  bns 
*«j(oito  ,  eoJhiadioftlil  i«iilTi«tfq8£i  ^cslTredwena  bilw  ^tltinibood  \8inooa 
f  »i6oif«i  aiiti  IBM  i^tujodB  iioiiiw  aoinodauld  bna  tmlrmtio 

"  t,  *  f 

laJAi  e.'itmx  SS  «318I  luoda  ixa;(&j  eaw  ol  banalsi  nleiaii  siuioiq  erfT 
olortq  lAlUtila  a  0;(a)  ol  nniil  orit  no  otts  aid]  ol  nJtaea  Inaw  lia  ow  ^^£81  nt 
•  pninl&ma?  qmuia  sill  slUil  sroril  tlnaci^ociqnBJLb  luo  ol  lud 

lioldw  mo'^  Uoe  atb  ol  rruilM  a(>ridi  !la  vt>ntiilY)av»  lo  Uol  all  aaiai  amlT 


ol  x^t  »di  ni  lsncu>0  e*Yslioli  Suo  (nllnioq  bfiG  lodmareari  I  ^0161  nl 

sttil  aldi  luoda  asw  11  itBBi  ai  leaqqisoi  Lilw  it  bnolaiebiui  I  «aYod  8U 
ni  rioiurO  oBiailluI  iialtawS  a4i  in  ioodo^  booutoilia  anar  1  lertl 

kjlfim  ion  bib  bn  a  daibaw^S  nl  eaw  ^J/foaoiq  bns  noifointanl  sifT  .notpnlbal* 
•wowl  lo  sjiXev  aiil  asllAvi  ol  aisay  Yd&nx  am  j(oc1  H  .naiiqnuiaooa  \a6a  lol 
iainivr  ni  iloiuilo  bnoliA  oT  .aoi^ob  insnavnoo  a  ol  opAu^nsl  nolai^  a  ^ni 
ol  beeeamsd  sd  bluow  oeiori  aili  «cnij(l0w  lol  qsab  oof  tsw  wonn  anl  nadw 
-uQ^ri  doiudo  bnallA  Ion  bib  baQ  bns  ladioM  .nollAHoqanail  lo)  rl^lala  aifl 
noilB  oili  aieioeiqqs  won  X  «,saoiA  YlXnulioqqo  Adi  nsitw  op  bib  iud 

-to)  £'«v(eaniAdi  bno  looiioS  Y<d>nu8  ol  ayod  saitii  an  lap  ol  .'loot  11 

tfw  (bloo  naifw  ^aoairaaiq  aril  no  med  aaiori  a  bari  iloiuriD  eriT  .rbitiiO 
ol  Y*^  amoa  miri  avtp  bna  mad  aril  nl  mlri  luq  bno  aaiori  mo  doilrlnu  blnow 
amaaaiq  atom  ii/q  ladloM  .qln  muiai  aril  tol  pnlliaw  allifw  noqa  donum 
nciaauriaq  lAdi  11  ^isvowod  ^baO  nadl  anoaeal  yobnuB  luo  msal  of  au  no 
.alluaai  bavaldaa  ladt  bno  «babba  a  aw  a'baQ  naril  ,ball8i 

aaa  ol  au  dooi  baQ  ^mod  a  aw  too  aO  ladioid  ^M8I  «C1  anut  lO 
ad  ,avtlA  (fitd  wea  aw  audl  «YAb  ixan  aril  loitqaoH  eoibaiB  adl  la  looaO 
avoib  oW  .leianul  alAVliq  luo  ylblvlv  ladmamai  I  .ayab  asidi  vino  bavll 
«lexA  ^lAvpnl  .(apalrioo  baaolona)  doari  irwaib-aBYod  a  nl  yiaianiao  adl  ol 
.aaand  aid  no  piUiaai  ladaao  allriw  aillil  aril  riilw  boQ  boa  Uaaym 

naad  avad  bluow  ad  bavtl  bad  laoaO  11  oa  «bIo  aiaay  nal  naril  aaw  I  ^  « 
ad  nao  larfW  .need  avari  amlul  airi  iriplia  leriw  naril  lopnuoy  aiaay  nal 
-lao  sol  al  rioum  alrii  «aeoqiuq  a  avad  laum  li  «ilril  adli  inava  na  lo  blaa 
.pnlop  bna  pnlmoo  etri  lo  aauaoad  amaa  aril  ad  ion  bluow  au  lo)  alll  inlai 
aril  la  abiooai  aril  aa  owond  ton  al  nolpntbu.1  le  avaip  aril  lo  nollaool  aifT 

.mil  yd  boyotlaob  naad  avail  yialamao 

aealB  boO  yam  bna  -  aoaaH 

^awod  ,aforiapalla  nadw  8':aay  «affl  lol  fiaay  iaorion  maw  diBl  *2X81 

fuoda  amv  1  . anoUoaiUa  nlam  aril  maw  ^.ola  ^abaia  vOaUli  da  «awona 
aw  laril  aamll  aril  oiaw  ynam  bna  ^mlwa  ol  bamaal  I  nadw  bio  aiaav  idpla 
kaoqqua  maw  aw  noriw  alori  pixt/nmlwa  bio  aril  ol  Ho  badaana  eiarilovl  aairii 
lammua  tori  nO  .aioriao  lo  awoi  pnol  aril  pnibaaw  io  moo  aril  pnlaod  ad  oJ 
tiammlwa  boop  yllaueunu  on  aaw  sri  ,qlb  a  yotna  oala  bluow  boQ  apnlnava 
.boilJ  ^svalT  ad  oa  (Bmod  lol  Jaoll  bna  lalaw  adl  no  ail  bluoo  bna 
r  ide 


When  I  was  about  ten,  I  was  introduced  to  the  violin.  Dad  would 
go  along  with  his  three  sons  to  take  violin  instruction  from  a  Finlander 
friend  in  town,  they  had  six  children,  all  musically  talented.  I  don't 
know  how  Dad  found  time  to  do  so  many  things,  operate  a  35  acre  farm 
with  big  orchard  and  livestock,  keep  four  bicycles  in  running  order,  re¬ 
pair  our  shoes,  cut  our  hair,  and  work  50  hours  per  week  at  the  Case 
factory.  He  was  a  man  of  action  and  no  dreamer,  he  seemed  to  concen¬ 
trate  most  when  he  was  at  his  writing  desk  after  the  supper  hour,  record¬ 
ing  the  happenings  of  the  day.  Dad  took  great  pride  in  his  record  books, 
evidently  he  believed  in  the  adage,  "The  faintest  ink  is  better  than  a 
good  memory . " 

In  1916,  1  was  fascinated  by  wireless  telegraphy  to  the  extent  that 
I  Installed  an  antenna  in  back  of  the  bam  on  a  pole  about  30  feet  high. 

I  did  not  have  money  to  buy  apparatus,  so  tried  to  Improvise  my  own.  I 
read  technical  books  at  the  Public  Library  to  learn  fundamentals.  I  was 
successful  in  receiving  some  signals  and  would  have  liked  to  continue 
with  my  experiments  and  made  electronics  my  career.  However,  obstacles 
became  too  great  after  Mother  passed  away. 

About  this  time  I  had  a  bad  experience  with  firearms,  someone  gave 
me  an  old  rifle  and  I  made  believe  I  was  Buffalo  Bill  or  Davy  Crocket.  I 
muzzle  loaded  the  barrel  by  pouring  in  powder,  wadded  and  rammed  it 
down,  then  added  BB  shot  and  more  wadding.  I  got  careless  and  Increased 
each  succeeding  charge  until  finally  when  the  trigger  was  pulled  there 
was  a  terrific  report  and  fragments  flew  in  aU  directions  in  the  manner  of 
a  hand  grenade,  at  my  shoulder  I  held  part  of  the  gun  stock.  Fortunately 
I  came  out  of  this  ordeal  with  only  a  blackened  face,  but  much  wiser  with 
respect  to  explosives. 

There  were  times  during  the  first  years  on  the  farm  when  Dad  would 
hire  outside  help,  but  as  we  grew  older  we  finaUy  did  it  all.  One  of  my 
duties  in  winter  was  to  keep  fuel  handy  for  the  stoves.  Wood  was  used 
in  the  kitchen  and  dining  room  stoves,  and  hard  coal  for  the  base-burner 
in  the  living  room.  Once  while  chopping  wood  I  almost  amputated  my  left 
thumb,  on  another  occasion  Axel  mutilated  a  couple  fingers  in  the  gears 
of  a  cornstalk  cutting  machine;  we  were  both  fortunate  that  no  bones  were 
affected.  Our  phone  was  shared  with  a  number  of  others  on  a  party  line 
and  was  made  of  wood  with  a  hand  crank  on  the  side  which  had  to  be 
turned  when  starting  to  call  someone.  We  had  no  electricity  a  windmill 
pumped  water  to  the  house  and  bam.  We  had  gasoline  and  kerosene  lamps 
and  lanterns  for  lighting. 

Our  happy  family  life  on  the  farm  at  Ludlngton  was  now  struck  a 
blow  which  separated  us  more  or  less  for  all  time  on  earth.  We  were 
fated  to  be  scattered  into  three  states,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Minnesota, 
Mother  died  1  The  last  time  I  saw  her  alive  was  at  the  parsonage  of  Pastor 
Benander  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  where  we  were  members .  I  had 
instructions  to  take  smoked  ham,  sausage,  eggs,  etc.,  to  the  minister's 
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bb/ovr  bcC  » rUiotv  arfl  oi  booubo^nl  e<7wr  I  «a«t  luoie  »ew  1  natfW 
labnolnll  a  moii  aoitoinsmnt  niloiv  sAsi  oi  znot  atnri}  aid  itllw  pnola  op 
j’nob  I  r..o*a9laJ  ila  ^nenbUdo  xta  bad  Y^dt  ^  owol  nl  bnati) 

imal  ax>o  2C  6  slmaqo  ^spoidi  yncfo  oa  ob  os  omtji  bmiol  bad  woti  wond 
-ai  ^labto  galarjji  ai  asloyold  uiol  qao^i  ,:(ooiaavli  bna  biadoio  pid  dllw 
98e0  edl  18  daaw  isq  nuod  0£  dnow  brts  ,ilad  tuo  luo  v^aode  iiio  lira 
-1190X100  os  bamsae  9d  ^ittiaaaib  on  bna  noisOB  lo  nem  e  bsw  eH  .violoai 
-biooar  .luori  laqqua  axil  xaJltt  .;(8ab  gnllliw  aid  le  eaw  ad  nsriw  leom  aixnl 
^adood  biDoar  aid  xxl  abliq  faaip  :4ooi  oaCl^.Y^  ttdl  lo  apnlnsqqBd  artl  piU 
fi  xifiiu  lallad  ai  ini  laalnlal  aifT"  ^apaba  ad!  xil  bavatiad  od  yiinabWa 
■ir-g  f’  i.' "L  .  YToraera  boop 

■B^ipiii  »,  lafload  ot  bmh  : 

satis  Snasxa  adl  oi  Ydqi^ipsial  eaaiailw  yd  baiexiloaxd  esw  I  «9X€X  nl  u 
.dpld  leal  OC  tuoda  aXoq  a  no  mad  mtis  lo  iCood  m  aonslna  na  balistaxil  I 
I  .rtwo  ym  aalvmqml  ol  balii  oa  ^Rirt^cqqa  yud  ot^snoai  svaxi  Ion  bib  I 
iH-  eaw  I  •eiivinaaiabnul  cnoal  ol  yiaidU  'olIdL°l  axil  ia  aiood  leolrufoai  beai 
BunUnoo  os  bailtl  avad  bXxxo^  bna  aiaxipla  aiaoa  pxitvlaoai  nl  Xulseaooua 
aaloBlado  «iavawoH  .oaariao  ym  eolxioitoaia  abam  bna  ajxxamiiaqxa  yxn  dllw 

.yawa  baaaaq  tadloM  laila  laaip  ool  amaoad 
r  i-  *'  f' 

avfip  axioariioa  ^am^aaitl  xblw  aoxialiaqxa  bad  a  bad  I  ajttll  aidi  luodA 
I  .ladooiD  yveQ  to  1U8  oibtli>a  aaw  I  availed  abaxn  I  bxia  alUi  bio  aa  axn 
11  bamma-x  bna  babbavx  ^labwoq  nl  pnlvioq  yd  Xanad  adl  babaoX  alasum 
baaaaianl  bna  aaolatao  lop  1  .pntbbaw  aioxn  bna  loxia  flfl  babba  nadl  ^xiwob 
9iaftl  ballx/q  aaw  ispcitt  adi  nextw  yllaxxll  Xllnu  apiado  pnibaaooua  xioxta 
lo  lannam  axil  xtl  anoltoailb  Xia  xxl  wall  ainainpml  bxia  noqai  olltnal  a  aaw 
yialaxxulio'i  .Moola  xixxp  ad)  lo  liaq  bled  I  labUxoda  ym  la  ,abanaip  bnad  a 
dllw  laaiw  xfoxixn  lud  ^soa)  banoTto^d  a  ylxK)  xUlw  laabio  aiiii  lo  luo  emixo  I 

.  aavlaolqxa  ol  loaqaai 
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bluow  baQ  naxiw  xinal  adi  no  aiaay  leill  axl)  pnliub  aaxnll  aiaw  aiaxfT 
ym  lo  axiO  .ila  11  bib  yllaxill  aw  -xablo  watp  aw  as  lud  .qlail  sblaluo  arid 
X>9au  axxw  bcoW  .  eavota  axl)  lol  ybnad  laixl  qaai  ol  aaw  lalxtlw  nl  aallub 
lamud-aaad  adl  7ol  Xaoo  btaxl  bna  ,  iavola  mooi  pnlxilb  bna  aatioslA  axil  ni 
ilaX  yxn  baiaiixima  laomle  I  boow  pxxlqqoxlo  allxiw  aonO  .mooi  pnivll  axU  nl 
aieap  a/iJ  xxl  ^lapnll  alquoo  a  balaUlufli  iaxA  xtolaaooo  ladlona  no  ^cUnuxfl 
aiaw  aaxiod  on  laxtl  aiaxxxiliol  xtiod  new  aw  ;axxlxi3affl  patliuo  dXalaxrtoo  a  lo 
axill  yiiaq  a  no  atadlo  lo  ladauxn  a  dllw  baiada  aew  anoriq  luO  .bafoalla 
ad  Ol  bad  doiilw  able  axil  no  sUtoto  bnaxi  a  xlilw  boow  lo  abam  aaw  bna 
liimbaiw  a  yllolnoala  on  bad  aW  .anooxnoa  Iloo  ol  pniriaia  xxaxiw  bamijJ 
aqxoaX  anaaoiai  bna  axiiloeep  bad  aW  .xnad  bna  aeuod  axil  of  rmsaw  baqmuq 

.pnlldpli  lol  amalnaX  bna 

a  iainia  won  taw  nolpnibuJ  la  anal  adl  no  alll  yXiisal  yqqail  tuO 
aiaw  aW  <xti78a  xk>  axail  lla  toI  aaal  lo  atom  au  baiaftaqaa  xtolxiw  wold 
.aloaaxmtM  baa  nffQlitolUL  «aloxilXXl  «iaiaia  aaixU  olni  baiallsoa  ad  ol  balal 
lolaa^  lo  apaxioaiaq  axil  le  aaw  avlla  lad  waa  I  amli  laai  adT  1  balb  ladioM 
bad  X.  ^aiadinaai  aiaw  aw  aiadw  tto-wtiO  xiaxadiui  datbowS  axil  lo  tabnanaS 
a'laltinlxB  axil  ol  ,.ola  ^appa  ^apaauat  ^xaaxl  baiocaa  adai  ol  axiolloirdafil 
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house  where  mother  was  staying,  waiting  to  enter  the  Steams  Hospital. 
The  snow  was  so  deep  on  the  roads  Dad  feared  to  wait  to  take  Mother  to 
the  hospital  In  an  emergency  In  time  for  delivery. 

Dad  has  covered  the  passing  of  Mother  into  the  "Great  Beyond"  in 
minute  detail,  so  there  is  nothing  I  can  add.  I  was  twelve  years  old,  too 
young  to  understand  the  change  things  would  take.  There  is  much  1  want 
to  say,  but  cannot  think  of  anything  fitting.  Mother  had  done  much  for 
me,  I  had  done  so  little  In  return.  I  am  grateful,  and  may  her  reward  be 
In  Heaven. 

-  Peace  and  may  God  bless  - 

Other  than  our  immediate  family.  Mother  was  survived  by  two  sis¬ 
ters  In  Sweden  (Westra  Ryd),  Ida  (Olson)  and  Olivia  (Peterson),  they  with 
their  families  lived  near  the  old  farmstead.  In  the  United  States  Mother 

left  three  more  sisters . Albertina  (Evans)  of  Batavia,  Llllnolsj  Ella 

(Anderson)  of  Granada,  Minnesota;  and  Mathilda  (Smlthberg)  of  Elgin  from 
whose  home  the  final  funeral  rite  was  held.  Mother  had  seven  sisters  in 

all,  two  had  died  previously . Augusta  (Swanson)  of  Elgin  in  1915,  and 

Anna  (Swanson)  of  Chicago,  died  about  1901.  We  have  cousins  from  all 
seven  of  these  aunts  who  are  living  in  Illinois  and  Minnesota.  Some  are 
within  40  miles  of  Elgin  but  we  meet  them  only  on  rare  occasions. 

One  cousin  who  has  been  a  good  friend  through  the  years  is  Otto 
Olson,  Otto  was  fifteen  when  he  emigrated  here  in  1913,  from  him  we 
have  learned  a  great  deal  about  our  maternal  heritage  and  about  the  little 
town  of  Brakne  Hoby  where  he  attended  school.  Otto  was  thirteen  when 
our  grandparents  passed  to  their  reward,  he  recounts  their  passing  as 
follows:  Grandmother  (Berta)  Isakson  died  on  the  family  farm  at  Westra 
Ryd,  May  23,  1911,  at  the  age  of  75.  Grandfather  (Engeman)  Isakson 
declined  food  after  the  burial  of  his  wife  and  apparently  died  of  a  broken 
heart  on  June  12th,  three  weeks  after  grandmother's  passing,  he  was  76. 
Cousin  Otto  relates  it  was  tradition  at  that  time  to  make  burials  only  on 
Fridays,  and  because  the  homes  were  crowded  by  the  large  families  there 
was  not  always  room  to  keep  the  corpse  in  the  house.  Otto  tells  It  was 
common  to  "store"  the  corpse  in  out  of  the  way  places  such  as  in  the 
cellar  or  in  the  barn  until  burial  day. 

Otto  continues  his  recollection  of  the  funeral  procession  and  burial 
held  at  the  church  in  Brakne  Hoby,  six  miles  from  the  farm.  As  was  cus¬ 
tomary,  neighbors  and  friends  along  the  way  cut  fresh  pine  branches  and 

covered  the  road  in  front  of  their  homes . in  token  of  the  esteem  in 

which  the  departed  was  held.  Otto  returned  to  visit  his  mother  (Ida)  in 
Sweden  several  times  before  she  died  in  19  46. 

I  can  readily  understand  that  some  farms  with  rocky  soil  could  not 
provide  but  the  scantiest  of  living  without  the  practice  of  the  utmost  in 
frugality,  monetary  income  from  produce  was  negligible  thus  necessitating 
the  growing  of  flax  and  wool  to  spin  thread  by  the  fireside  during  the  long 
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.IftjtqaoH  eiHAsiZ  »fli  ioln«  o^plIlIlPW  ^onlYfiia  sow  i^riiom  siodw  aauod 
ol  ledioM  9:(at  oi  ilv¥t  ot  baiaa)  baG  abooi  arU  no  qaab  oc  aow  %voaa  arfr 

.Viavliab  *iol  amtf  nt  yonacrisma  ne  nl  la^lqaori  aiif 

n  5T»« 

ni  "bnoxdfl  aili  oJnl  ladtoM  io  pnleaaq  afU  boiavoo  aari  baO 

^blo  aifiay  avlawl  a  aw  I  .bba  n&t)  I  pnldloit  ai  ararii  oa  ^llaieb  ajunim 
inaw  I  rioum  el  aiaffT  .a;(ai  bUiow  acnl/tj  aipnedo  arlJ  bnaleiabou  ol  \fnuox 
lol  rbum  anob  bail  lariioM  .pnilllt  ^lUrilvna  lo  MnltU  ionruso  lud  oJ 
ad  biawai  larf  ya/n  bna  ^itiialsrp  me  I  .irrutai  ol  BlStll  oe  snob  badl  «am  ''' 

'  'hs  ^  *•  ftavaaK  nl 

>  aaald  boD  ^em  bna  aoaa*!  ~ 

-ale  owl  v<^  bavtvii/8  aaw  lad/oM  ^yllmai  olalbamiAl  ixxo  nadl  iadl6 
liw  Y»rti  i(nooiafaS)  alvliO  bna  (ito&lO)  aW  »{bvJ!  aitaoW)  nabawS  nl  aial 
lariloM  aataiS  ballnU  a/U  nl  .beaienna)  bio  adl  laan  bavll  aalllmal  oladt 
^  Bil3  tslonilli  ,aivalc>G  io  (inav3)  enlliadlA.,«..nai8l8  aiom  aavfl  lial 
imi  rUpU  lo  (t^iad dJlind)  abiliilaM  bna  ,cloeannlM  ^hbanaiO  ky(noai8baA) 
il  aisiala  navaa  b5d  larfloM  .btad  enw  alii  loxanui  Isnll  adl  aoiod  aaoilw 
ia  «21C1  nl  nipU  io  (noBncw^)  a}^upu^.  * .  ^.ylauclvarq  balb  bail  owi  lUa 
Ufi  moii  aniauoo  ovt>ri  aW  .XOlii  luoda  balb  .opooldO  k>  (noanawS)  aa/tA 
»ia  amo8  ,  ^Joe'^niUM  bna  atoniUI  rtf  pnlvll  ana  odw  ittwa  oaaiU  lo  navaa 
.  anolaaooo  anai  no  \lno  meris  loam  aw  iud  nipl.1  lo  aallm  Of  nirillw 

H'.  >  <  41 

Olio  ai  aioay  adf  dpuonuil  bnaini  hoop  a  naad  aa/1  oilw’itiai/oo  anO  ^ 
aw  nid  moil  »Ci  61  ni  anad  bafaiptma  ari  nadW  naalUl  aew^ollO  .noalO 
»ltnl  adt  mode  bna  dpallnod  lamralam  v:o  luoda  laab  laanp  a  bamaal  averf 
nadw  naanirlj  aaw  oliO  .looifoa  babnatia  od  aiadw  ydoH  ardaiB  lo  nwol 
aa  pniaaaq  ilarli  alniiooan  ad  tbnnwai  niodi  ol  baaaaq  alnanaqbnnip  liio 
ailaaW  la  nnal  vUnal  adl  no  baJb  noedral  (atiad)  laillonxbnaiO  lawoilo) 
noa^bal  (namapnS)  ladlaibnanT)  .2^  io  epa  aiii  la  « 1161  ,£S  yrM.^bvIl 
nadond  a  lo  balb  vllnaneqqa  bna  ailw  etd  k>  laliud  afil  lalla  bool  bsrlibtfb 
,dT  eaw  ed  ^pnlcaaq  t’ladiombnaip  Taiia'adoaw  aaid)  idiSt  aitut  no  Ireod 
no  \lno  aiaiuid  adam  ol  amtl  ladi  la  nollibail  aaw  11  aaialai  ollO  niauoO 
nadl  aalUinai  apial  adl  yd  babwono  anaw  aornod  ad)  aauaoad  bna  «a\abhl  ^ 
eaw  11  allal  otlO  .aeiiori  adl  nX  aaqioo  adl  qaad  'ol  moon  ayawla  ion  aew  ^ 
adl  nl  as  dous  aaoelq  yaw  adl  io  luo  nl  aaqioo  adi  "onola"  ol  nommoo  ^ 

.yob  lal'Bid  Ulim  mod  adl  itf  lo  la/lao 

Bhuid  bna  noleaaooiq  iaianvl  edi  lo  nolloallooan  aid  aeurdlnoo  oilO 
euo  aaw  aA  .diiai  adi  moil  aallm  xla  «ydoH  and  aid  nl  rioiudo  adl  la  blad 
bna  aadonand  anlq  daail  loo  yaw  adl  pnola  abnahl  bna  aioddplan  « yiamol 

nl  niaolea  ad;  lo  nadoi  nl . aamod  liadl  lo  inoil  nl  boon  adl  baisvoo 

nl  (abl)  ladlom  aid  ilalv  ol  bamuiai  oMO  .blad  aaw  baliaqab  odi  doldw 

4  9K6f  ai  balb  ada  oiolad  aamtl  laiavse  nabawS 

ton  bluoo  lioa  ydooi  dilw  amial  amoa  jadl  bnaiaiabnu  yilbaan  n<b  I  *** 

nl  Jaomlu  adi  lo  aotloaiq  adl  tuodftw  pntvll  lo  laatinroa  adi  iud  ablvoiq  ^ 

illallaaaoan  audi  aldlpllpa/i  taw  aoubotq  moil'amoonl  v^aianom  .ylllapuil 
nol  adl  pnliub  abla-Jill  adl  yd  baaidl  nlqa  ol  loow  bna  xaQ  k)  pnlworp  aril 
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winter  evenings  for  weaving  Into  cloth  later  on.  To  economize  Otto  tells 
about  his  mother  walking  6  miles  to  church  in  sandals  to  spare  the  horses 
for  work  on  the  farm.  At  the  church  she  changed  footwear  to  her  "Sunday 
best. " 


Otto  has  been  an  unusually  hard  worker  and  by  his  determination 
he  has  met  with  considerable  recognition  and  success.  But  as  Is  often 
the  case  ....  In  partaking  of  stimulants  he  gained  an  enemy  .... 

John  Barleycorn  ....  which  almost  destroyed  him  before  reaching  middle 
age.  However,  In  later  years  he  has  seen  the  "light"  and  has  again  be¬ 
come  financially  Independent.  Otto  has  been  a  factor  In  my  destiny,  that 
Is  why  I  want  you  to  )^ow  him. 

On  the  farm  we  had  a  lovely  home  according  to  the  rural  standards 
of  that  day.  Rumors  were  circulated  In  the  area  that  we  were  "rich",  this 
obviously  was  an  illusion.  It  Is  true  Dad  spent  every  dollar  he  earned 
for  improvements,  but  more  than  that,  our  parents  loved  the  finer  things 
in  life  and  were  willing  to  sacrifice  and  "slave"  in  their  attainment.  Our 
home  was  attractive  to  the  many  who  passed  by  and  we  were  rewarded  by 
having  a  host  of  friends  coming  often  to  visit.  Today  It  Is  too  expensive 
to  frequently  have  a  houseful  of  hungry  guests  as  was  common  at  our  home 
In  the  country.  I  believe  Mother's  outstanding  virtue  was  "hospitality," 
which  Implies  having  a  heart  of  gold.  Dad  was  not  a  fanner  and  I  doubt 
that  he  intended  to  make  it  a  career,  I  had  heard  him  say  he  did  not  wish 
to  raise  his  sons  in  the  city  and  I  concur  in  his  philosophy  but  It  also 
remains:  today,  everyone  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  rural  living. 

Our  little  farm  was  the  essence  of  high  productivity  and  efficiency. 
We  had  planted  hundreds  of  the  best  varieties  of  berry  bushes  and  fruit 
trees  which  were  beginning  to  bear  heavily  as  we  sold  out.  The  premises 
were  devoid  of  weeds  through  continuous  eradication  and  all  buildings  had 
the  luster  of  fresh  paint.  The  scene  In  summer  of  the  cows  coming  down 
the  lane  from  the  wooded  pasture  at  milking  time. . . .  and  in  winter,  the 
sound  of  sleigh  bells  as  Dad  was  brought  home  from  work  are  among  the 
cherished  memories  I  wish  to  share  with  my  readers.  That  was  the  scene 
we  left  behind  for  better  or  for  worse.  Details  of  the  farm  sale  are  ex¬ 
pressed  by  others  herein. 

After  the  farm  was  sold.  Dad,  baby  Ruth  and  I,  went  to  live  with 
Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Carlson  at  470  Ryerson  Avenue,  Elgin,  Ill. 

I  continued  taking  violin  lessons  and  was  In  the  7th  grade  at  Lowrle 
public  school.  At  this  time  World  War  I  was  being  waged.  At  school 
pupils  sang  patriotic  songs  and  knit  for  30  minutes  each  day.  The  knitted 
articles  were  sent  to  "Service  Men." 

After  leaving  Ludlngton  I  became  lonesome  for  Its  environment  and 
In  consequence  I  corresponded  with  a  friend  there.  In  his  last  letter  he 
asked  me  to  loan  him  five  dollars  promising  to  repay  It  after  harvesting 
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the  potato  crop.  I  scraped  together  the  five  dollars,  earned  mostly  by 
cutting  lawns  for  2  5  cents  each.  I  then  sent  the  money  to  him,  but  never 
heard  from  him  again! 

1918.  I  graduated  from  grade  school  and  entered  high  school  where 
1  tried  to  get  by  with  a  minimum  of  effort,  in  consequence  I  did  not  get  a 
passing  grade  in  algebra,  leading  to  a  decision  not  to  return  to  school. 
Through  Dad's  Influence  1  began  working  at  Nelson  Brothers  grocery  store; 
driving  a  delivery  truck  was  my  chief  duty,  it  paid  me  $14  per  week.  Dad 
wanted  me  to  continue  my  education  and  offered  to  help  me  through  college 
if  I  would  show  good  grades  .  At  that  time  I  could  not  see  the  value  of  a 
college  education,  but  I  can  appreciate  the  financial  sacrifice  Dad  was 
willing  to  make. 

At  the  store  I  became  acquainted  with  Austin  Hansen,  another  em¬ 
ployee,  who  ultimately  became  a  lifelong  friend;  we  had  many  good  times 
together  at  camping,  canoeing  and  swimming.  We  started  a  five  piece 
dance  band  and  held  many  rehearsals  but  had  only  a  few  paying  engage¬ 
ments,  which  netted  about  two  dollars  per  player  for  four  hours  work. 
However,  we  were  In  the  business  mostly  for  our  own  entertainment  and 
did  not  think  of  our  activity  as  work.  At  the  store  we  had  a  hilarious  time 
playing  Jokes,  each  trying  to  outdo  the  other. 

1919.  On  November  12,  after  a  brief  Illness,  Grandfather  Gustaf 
R.  Carlson  passed  to  that  place  "Not  made  by  Hands,  Eternal  in  the 
Heavens."  I  knew  him  as  being  highly  respected  by  friends  and  employ¬ 
ers.  It  was  his  nature  to  be  sincere  and  a  hard  worker. 

Grandfather  liked  waffles,  he  would  make  them  himself  on  the  gas 
plate  in  the  basement,  the  operation  made  too  much  smoke  on  the  kitchen 
range.  His  leisure  time  was  spent  at  his  writing  desk,  I  did  not  see  him 
do  much  reading,  but  he  loved  to  write. 

Grandfather  was  a  man  of  action,  he  seemed  to  get  things  done 
easily  without  friction.  He  had  no  formal  education  and  very  little  private 
tutoring,  which  leads  one  to  believe  that  he  was  a  gifted  writer.  He  did 
not  deliberate,  writing  seemed  to  flow  from  his  pen  like  water  out  of  a 
faucet.  Several  years  after  Grandfather  passed  on,  a  representative  from 
a  Chicago  publishing  house  came  to  our  home  and  Dad  gave  the  man 
Grandfather's  manuscripts,  which  were- written  in  Swedish.  As  such  they 
had  little  value  to  descendants  unless  translated,  and  then  much  of  the 
grace  and  beauty  of  expression  would  be  lost  in  the  process. 

Grandfather  Gustaf  R.  Carlson  symbolically  planted  the  seedling 
for  the  "Family  History  Tree,"  its  grov^  will  depend  on  the  descendants; 
will  they  realize  the  value  of  knowing  who  their  ancestors  were;  we  are 
not  all  made  alike,  some  will  have  appreciation,  and  many  will  not;  how¬ 
ever,  it  will  not  take  much  effort  to  keep  the  tree  alive.  I  feel  that  a 
descendant  can  use  this  "History"  as  a  mirror  to  help  him  to  better  under- 
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stand  himself,  for  our  ancestors  were  the  Instruments  of  our  Creator  who 
moulded  us  into  human  form. 

-  Peace  and  may  God  Bless  - 

192  0.  One  time  when  I  delivered  groceries  to  a  house  where  my 
cousin,  Otto  Olson,  was  living,  he  asked  me  if  I  would  be  Interested  in 
working  for  his  firm  as  a  timekeeper.  Otto  was  general  foreman  for  a  con¬ 
struction  company  called  the  Illinois  Hydraulic.  I  made  application  and 
was  accepted,  my  duties  consisted  of  keeping  accounts  of  man  hours, 
materials,  demurrage  charges,  and  the  making  of  purchases  in  the  local 
stores.  I  contacted  machine  and  blacksmith  shops  for  machinery  repairs, 
and  helped  the  surveyor  with  rod  arid  chain.  My  starting  salary  was 
eighteen  dollars  per  week,  manual  labor  was  paid  54  cents  per  hour. 

While  working  for  this  company  it  was  my  privilege  to  have  had  a  part 
in  paving  the  first  miles  of  concrete  highways  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 


The  red  rose  whispers  of  passion. 

And  the  white  rose  breathes  of  love; 
Oh,  the  red  rose  is  a  falcon. 

And  the  white  rose  is  a  dove. 

But  1  send  you  a  cream  white  rosebud 
With  a  flush  on  its  petal  tips; 

For  the  love  that  is  purest  and  sweetest 
Has  a  kiss  of  desire  on  the  lips. 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly 


192  1.  To  this  time  I  had  only  a  casual  Interest  in  the  fairer  sex, 
limited  to  conversing  with  schoolmates  or  girlfriends  of  stepsister  Dorothy 
However,  in  June  of  this  year  I  felt  a  transformation  that  must  have  simu¬ 
lated  the  emergence  of  a  matured  butterfly  from  imprisonment  in  its  cocoon 
Heretofore,  while  not  being  totally  unmindful  of  the  appeal  of  feminine 
creatures,  I  was  shy,  bashful  and  evasive  where  they  were  concerned;  no 
doubt  this  was  a  shield  provided  by  nature  for  deflecting  the  arrows  of 
Dan  Cupid.  Notwithstanding,  in  an  unguarded  moment  I  had  shed  my 
armor  and  was  made  vulnerable.  Sounds  of  songbirds  caroling  numbed 
the  senses  and  the  scent  of  blooms  saturated  each  Inward  breath  to  a 
point  of  intoxication.  It  was  the  month  of  June  when  all  living  things 
demand  recognition  in  this  terrestrial  scheme,  nature  was  grand  and  I 
tred  upon  air.  To  borrow  a  line  from  Longfellow;  "There  is  nothing  holler 
in  this  life  of  ours  than  the  first  consciousness  of  Love,  the  first  flutter¬ 
ing  of  its  wings  .  " 

The  occasion  for  this  "awakening"  came  about  on  a  road  paving 
project  in  a  nearby  town  where  cousin  Otto  was  general  foreman.  One 
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afternoon  Otto's  wife  paid  us  a  visit,  she  was  accompanied  by  an  attrac¬ 
tive  miss  of  sweet  sixteen  by  the  name  of  Rosalind,  she  is  the  principal 
in  this  condensed  story.  To  quote  from  Patmore:  "The  moods  of  Love  are 
like  the  wind,  and  none  knows  whence  or  why  they  rise."  That  this  first 
affliction  was  charged  with  overtures  of  harp  music,  was  clearly  evident; 
in  the  weeks  that  followed  we  often  went  swimming  and  canoeing,  and  if 
funds  permitted  I  brought  her  bon  bons  neatly  boxed  and  ribboned.  In  her 
home  Rosalind  would  play  the  piano  and  I  the  violin;  it  was  plain  to  see, 
we  were  more  than  just  good  friends. 

Our  courtship  flourished  in  wholesome  fashion  for  several  months 
oblivious  to  me  of  any  discordant  note,  but  how  was  a  lad  of  17  to  know 
whether  this  courtship  was  based  on  love,  enchantment  or  Infatuation. 
Stability  of  emotion  bom  of  experience  was  mine  yet  to  acquire.  Some 
bards  say  it  is  useless  for  a  man  to  try  to  understand  the  peculiarities 
of  the  female  constitution,  to  this  I  had  a  rude  Initiation.  I  came  face 
to  face  with  reality  on  what  proved  to  be  my  last  date  with  Rosalind.  It 

happened  on  a  Sunday  afternoon . when  I  arrived  at  her  home  at  the 

appointed  time,  no  one  was  there.  After  waiting  for  what  seemed  like 
more  than  an  hour,  I  drew  many  conclusions.  I  became  heavy  at  heart 
and  felt  the  alrcastles  crumble  around  me  where  I  sat,  finally  as  the 
shadows  lengthened,  I  trudged  homeward  still  unable  to  fathom  how  fate 
could  be  so  cruel,  suspicion  clouded  rational  thinking.  In  the  days  to 
follow  I  was  tom  with  bewilderment  and  pride,  perhaps  Rosalind  had  a 

fitting  explanation  and  there  had  been  no  rift  or  rival . perhaps  it  was 

I  who  should  have  been  more  tolerant  and  re  con  dilatory.  However,  I  was 
confronted  with  an  enigma  too  subtle  and  delicate  for  one  at  that  age  to 
assimilate.  My  dreams  shattered,  I  chose  solace  in  my  pride,  thoughts 
of  Rosalind  in  time  and  space  faded  like  day  into  night  as  fate  decreed 
we  should  not  meet  again. 

The  story  of  my  first  love  is  in  essence  the  same  as  that  told  every¬ 
where  since  the  creation  of  man.  The  finding  of  the  "right"  mate  is  one 
of  life's  mysteries,  usually  it  is  uncomplicated  and  resolute  as  though 
directed  by  the  Master's  hand.  I  have  mentioned  my  first  experience  in 
this  sacred  pursuit  to  reveal  that  I  have  not  been  Immune  to  human  frall- 
Ities,  that  error  of  Judgment  and  "blindness"  are  ever  present  when  the 
forces  for  creation  are  loosed  as  boy  meets  girl  and  the  heart  pounds  for 
expression.  The  Rosalind  romance  is  long  past,  but  in  reflection  I 
appraise  it  as  an  asset.  I  met  my  beloved  shortly  thereafter  and  in  this 
instance  I  am  a  firm  believer  of  the  adage  that  "most  things  happen  to  us 
for  the  best. " 


Up  from  Earth's  Centre  through  the  Seventh  Gate 
I  rose,  and  on  the  Throne  of  Saturn  sate. 

And  many  a  Knot  unravel 'd  by  the  Road; 

But  not  the  Master-knot  of  Human  Fate. 
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When  Axel  went  to  Canada  from  Minnesota  in  the  spring  of  1921, 
he  shipped  home  to  me  his  Harley-Davldson  motorcycle,  it  was  a  very 
Did  model  without  a  gearshift.  To  get  moving  from  a  standing  start  it 
vas  necessary  to  slip  the  discs  in  the  friction  clutch.  Axel  had  come 
Into  possession  of  the  machine  a  year  earlier  by  paying  Ingvar  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  for  it,  Ingvar  used  the  money  as  a  down  payment  on  his  first  car.  It 
Ls  more  than  a  little  difficult  to  describe  the  reactions  at  Grandmother's 
lome  when  the  machine  was  delivered.  I,  of  course,  was  elated.  Dad 
<vas  on  the  "fence,"  but  with  Grandmother  there  was  no  doubt.  Grand- 
nother  became  furious  at  the  sight  of  it  and  in  uncomplimentary  Swedish, 
3he  condemned  the  machine  to  a  fate  of  "fire  and  brimstone."  With  some 
Influence  from  Dad  I  was  allowed  to  keep  this  "wretched  and  vile"  thing 
Dn  the  premises.  Later  when  the  weather  became  bad  I  did  not  meet  with 
much  opposition  when  I  wanted  to  keep  it  in  the  basement.  There  Dad 
and  I  overhauled  it  and  put  it  into  "tune."  Dad  was  yet  very  much  of  a 
icid  at  heart,  he  helped  me  to  make  adjustments  on  it  and  he  often  rode 
the  hard  tandem  seat  in  a  breezy  spin  on  the  rough  roads  of  that  era. 

I  was  16  years  old  and  it  seemed  to  me  Grandmother  was  unreason¬ 
able  in  her  attitude  toward  the  motorcycle .  Now  I  can  sympathize  with 
tier  emotions,  at  her  advanced  age,  this  extra  commotion  and  "put-put" 
disturbed  the  normal  serenity  to  which  she  was  accustomed.  I  can  see 
tier  side  of  the  picture  when  it  is  too  late. 

The  summer  of  1921  I  worked  with  the  concrete  gang  on  the  road 
being  paved  between  Geneva  and  Aurora,  coustln  Otto  Olson  was  foreman 
In  charge .  Once  at  quitting  time ,  Otto  wanted  to  get  home  early  and  I 
volunteered  to  get  him  there  sooner  on  my  motorcycle.  Some  stretches 
of  the  main  road  to  Elgin  were  not  paved  and  were  bumpy  with  ruts.  In 
the  rough  places  Otto  was  thrown  off  and  our  speed  was  Impeded  to  the 
extent  that  all  others  riding  in  the  company  trucks  reached  home  before 
us,  Otto  still  reminds  me  of  this  "sore"  experience. 

Axel  came  home  from  Canada,  and  Ingvar  from  Minnesota,  for 
Christmas  of  192  1.  After  the  holidays  ,  Ingvar  went  back  but  Axel  re¬ 
mained  in  Elgin.  The  first  job  Axel  had  was  the  annual  harvesting  of  ice 
on  the  Fox  River  for  the  Consumer  Coal  and  Ice  Company.  These  were  the 
days  when  it  was  customary  for  the  housewife  to  wait  for  a  horse  drawn 
wagon  to  come  down  the  street  so  as  to  purchase  a  chunk  of  ice  for  a 
nickel  or  dime.  Usually  folks  placed  an  ice  card  in  the  front  window, 
it  had  2  5-50-75-100  on  the  four  sides  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  place 
the  proper  side  up  to  have  the  ice-man  stop  and  place  the  desired  size 
in  your  refrigerator.  I  could  add  that  the  pan  underneath  the  box  would 
run  over  at  times  and  flood  the  floor,  especially  on  a  warm  day  when  the 
ice  melted  faster.  It  was  customary  to  place  newspapers  over  the  ice  in 
the  chest  to  retard  the  melting. 

The  big  red  "ice  houses"  were  situated  at  the  edge  of  rivers  and 
lakes  wherever  there  was  a  community,  some  are  still  in  evidence,  they 
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were  huge  loft  type  buildings  with  double  walls  filled  between  with  saw¬ 
dust  for  insulation.  At  harvest  time  a  conveyor  elevated  the  cakes  of  Ice 
from  the  water's  edge  up  Into  the  building,  the  entire  assemblage  was 
raised  about  six  feet  at  Intervals  as  the  filling  progressed.  Axel  worked 
on  this  job  from  the  start  and  when  more  men  were  wanted,  he  asked  that 
I  be  placed  on  the  payroll.  We  received  30  cents  per  hour  for  working 
Inside,  those  on  the  ice  outside  were  paid  2  5  cents,  most  of  the  latter 
were  engaged  in  keeping  the  cakes  moving  In  a  channel  ending  at  the 
conveyor.  The  Ice  was  harvested  In  the  deepest  water  where  the  "purest" 
grade  was  found,  there  a  blind-folded  horse  was  led  near  the  edge  of  the 
open  water  hitched  to  an  ice  plow  that  scored  the  Ice  about  4  Inches  deep 
to  facilitate  breaking  off  with  chisel-bars. 

In  the  Ice  house  there  were  several  compartments ,  Axel  and  I  worked 
alone  In  one,  it  was  our  job  to  hook  a  400  pound  cake  as  it  was  shunted 
down  our  shute  and  spin  it  in  the  direction  necessary  for  tight  compact 
storage.  The  objective  was  to  keep  the  various  sized  cakes  from  stopping 
before  they  had  been  placed  exactly  where  each  one  fit  best  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  wasted  space.  Axel  was  bigger  than  I,  so  he  hooked  and  turned 
the  heavy  cakes  in  the  desired  direction,  it  was  my  job  to  keep  the  cake 
moving  and  give  it  the  final  guidance  with  a  pike  pole.  This  was  hard 
work  which  called  for  good  dimensional  judgment,  strength  and  agility. 

After  ten  days  the  building  was  two  thirds  full.  In  the  interim  con¬ 
siderable  time  had  been  deducted  from  our  pay  for  Inactivity  due  to  break¬ 
downs  in  the  conveyor,  this  caused  dissension  and  led  to  appointment  of 
a  grievance  committee.  Axel  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Inside  boys 
while  a  fellow  who  I  remember  as  Joe,  was  delegated  for  the  outside  gang, 
about  50  men  were  Involved.  One  day  we  were  eating  our  lunch  around 
an  open  fire  on  the  ice,  Axel  and  Joe  announced  their  strategy  ....  We 
would  all  go  to  work  at  12:30  as  usual  but  when  the  one  o'clock  factory 
whistles  sounded  we  would  drop  everything  and  report  at  the  Consumers 
office.  Our  action  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  manager,  however,  to  keep 
the  work  progressing,  he  offered  an  Immediate  5  cent  raise,  this  our  bar¬ 
gaining  committee  refused  and  laid  down  a  minimum  demand  of  20  cents. 
The  manager  claimed  15  cents  was  all  he  could  offer  without  advice  from 
his  superiors,  this  was  acceptable  to  the  men  but  many  did  not  go  back. 
Joe,  Axel  and  myself  among  others,  went  to  work  the  next  day  at  50  cents 
per  hour  for  the  old  Eagle  Brewery  located  across  the  river,  opposite  from 
the  Consumers  Company,  There  we  had  a  longer  job  at  harvesting,  work¬ 
ing  about  three  weeks  in  all.  This  was  my  first  participation  in  "labor- 
management"  differences,  and  in  my  estimation,  we  had  a  legitimate 
cause. 

During  the  latter  part  of  192  1,  I  enrolled  at  the  Metropolitan  Business 
College  in  Elgin  and  signed  up  for  a  General  Course.  To  earn  spending 
money  I  had  a  part  time  job  with  the  local  S.  S.  Kresge  store,  my  duties 
were  to  assist  the  stockman  unpack  merchandise  and  fill  counters. 
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1922  .  After  nine  months  of  instruction  at  the  Business  College,  I 
secured  a  position  as  clerk  at  the  First  National  Bank  of  Elgin.  The  start¬ 
ing  salary  was  sixty  dollars  per  month  which  1  found  not  quite  adequate. 
Several  of  the  clerks  Including  myself  had  numerous  overdrafts  on  our 
checking  accounts ,  the  salary  not  holding  out  from  one  payday  to  the 
next.  At  times  we  were  reprimanded  by  the  cashier  and  admonished  that 
the  bank  examiners  may  come  any  time  and  that  we  should  always  have 
our  personal  accounts  in  the  black. 

One  warm  balmy  Sunday  afternoon  in  June  my  friend,  Austin  Hansen, 
and  I  went  for  a  ride  in  his  canoe  on  the  Fox  River  north  of  the  Kimball 
bridge,  soon  we  saw  three  girls  of  our  age  standing  at  the  bridge  railing 
and  we  paddled  over  and  engaged  them  in  conversation,  asking  them  if 
they  would  like  to  Join  us  for  a  canoe  ride,  evidently  they  did  not  trust 
us  as  they  declined  the  invitation.  However,  I  did  get  the  name  and 
address  of  one  that  attracted  me  the  most,  her  name  was  Evelyn  Beyer. 
Later  I  called  her  on  the  phone  and  made  a  date  to  go  to  a  movie,  in  the 
meantime  I  learned  she  had  Investigated  my  character  by  questioning  a 
girl  friend  who  knew  me.  I  caUed  at  her  home  one  night  that  same  week 
and  we  went  to  the  movie  for  our  first  date,  and  that  is  how  our  courtship 
began. 


Life  has  loveliness  to  sell. 

All  beautiful  and  splendid  things. 

Blue  waves  whitened  on  a  cliff. 

Soaring  fire  that  sways  and  sings. 
And  children's  faces  looking  up 
Holding  wonder  like  a  cup. 

Life  has  loveliness  to  seU, 

Music  like  a  curve  of  gold. 

Scent  of  pine  trees  in  the  rain. 

Eyes  that  love  you,  arms  that  hold 
And  for  your  spirits  still  delight. 

Holy  thoughts  that  star  the  night . 

Spend  all  you  have  for  loveliness. 

Buy  it  and  never  count  the  cost; 

For  one  white  singing  hour  of  peace 

Count  many  a  year  of  strife  well  lost. 
And  for  a  breath  of  ecstasy 

Give  all  you  have  been,  or  could  be. 

Sara  Teasdale 
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Evelyn  Is  of  German  descent  and  stands  about  three  inches  shorter 
than  my  five  foot  eight  inches.  She  Is  well  proportioned  and  has  a  hair 
color  that  is  difficult  to  describe,  it  could  be  auburn,  light  chestnut  or 
reddish  brown,  her  eyes  are  hazel  or  bluish-green,  1  am  blonde  as  was 
my  father,  mother  was  a  brunette.  Evelyn  is  the  youngest  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  she  also  has  three  brothers.  Evelyn's  parents  were  both  brunette. 

Her  father,  Julius  Carl  Beyer,  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  while 
making  repairs  on  a  string  of  freight  cars;  Evelyn  was  then  only  fourteen 
years  old.  Julius  Carl  Beyer  was  bom  in  Germany  November  6,  1878.  He 
was  injured  on  May  23,  and  passed  into  the  Great  Beyond  one  week  later, 
June  1,  1918,  to  that  place,  "Not  Made  by  Hands,  Eternal  in  the  Heavens." 

-  Peace  and  may  God  Bless  - 

Evelyn  and  I  soon  began  seeing  each  other  two  or  three  times  a 
week  and  it  became  a  steady  routine.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  checking 
accounts  had  to  be  balanced  at  the  bank  and  this  meant  overtime  work  for 
me.  I  had  a  passkey  for  the  front  door  and  on  a  date  night  Evelyn  would 
spend  the  evening  with  me  in  the  bank.  The  dates  with  Evelyn  that  sum¬ 
mer  were  mostly  at  private  parties  to  stretch  my  meager  salary. 

Brother  Ingvar  at  times  loaned  me  the  use  of  his  Ford  roadster  for 
a  date,  one  night  Ingvar  came  dashing  into  Evelyn's  house  and  asked  us 
if  we  had  borrowed  his  car,  we  told  him  no,  the  car  had  been  stolen. 

This  was  a  big  loss  to  all  of  us,  he  carried  no  insurance  and  the  car  was 
not  recovered. 

In  September,  1922  ,  I  enrolled  for  a  night  school  course  in  banking 
at  the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Banking.  This  instruc¬ 
tion  was  short  lived  when  late  in  1922  I  met  a  friend  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  who 
Induced  me  to  change  my  job,  he  sold  me  on  the  idea  that  there  was  a 
better  future  in  Chicago  at  Western  Electric  Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  I  got  a  job  as  clerk  in  the 
Cable  Layout  Engineering  Department.  I  planned  to  go  to  night  school 
and  learn  drafting  to  qualify  for  work  on  the  drafting  board  in  laying  out 
cables  for  telephone  exchange  equipment.  For  months  I  handled  hundreds 
of  prints  and  tracings,  but  I  could  not  see  anything  of  interest  for  me  in 
this  kind  of  work. 

1923.  While  riding  the  interurban  three-raH  electric  commuter  train 
between  Elgin  and  Cicero,  I  met  several  boys  my  age  who  were  attending 
the  Western  Electric  Mechanical  Training  School.  I  asked  questions  about 
this  school  and  thought  it  looked  like  a  good  proposition,  I  reasoned  that 
Dad  as  a  Tool  and  Die  Maker  had  made  good  wages  and  enjoyed  an  above 
the  average  living.  Thus  influenced,  I  decided  to  take  the  entrance  exam¬ 
ination,  and  passed  with  a  slight  difficulty  in  mathematics.  There  was  a 
waiting  list  of  students,  so  I  was  required  to  enter  the  school  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  apprentice  rate  of  pay  was  2  7  cents  per  hour,  to  build  up  a  re¬ 
serve  fund  before  starting  my  apprenticeship,  I  quit  the  clerk  job  and  got 
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Above  1933:  The  Carlsons  with  Doris,  Richard  and  sister,  Lois,  in  wagon. 
Below:  Ernest  and  Evelyn,  child  is  Richard,  bom  I'ebruary  15,  1928. 
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a  Job  for  the  summer  working  with  cousin  Otto,  he  was  still  general  fore¬ 
man  for  the  road  construction  firm.  Otto  taught  me  the  "Cement  Finishing" 
trade  for  street  work,  I  thereafter  earned  90  cents  per  hour.  I  soon  pur¬ 
chased  a  1917  Ford  Touring  car  and  had  more  money  than  ever  before  to 
finance  my  zest  for  living,  I  became  carefree,  there  was  no  opposition 
in  sight.  At  18  life  was  at  its  maximum  height,  but  in  a  few  months  things 
were  to  change;  I  would  then  be  under  the  critical  eyes  of  the  instructors 
at  school,  and  my  wage  would  start  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale. 

1923  was  the  beginning  of  the  electronic  age,  the  year  radio  recep¬ 
tion  was  introduced  to  the  average  home.  Ingvar,  Axel  and  1  were  employed 
at  Western  Electric  Company,  Chicago.  Axel  was  working  on  switchboard 
installations  in  telephone  exchanges  and  I  was  associated  with  cable- 
layout  engineers  in  the  plant  office,  Ingvar  was  in  the  manufacturing  end. 
Everywhere  the  main  topic  of  conversation  was  the  radio  reception  of  the 
night  before.  By  an  exchange  of  performance  data,  some  of  the  boys 
claimed  to  build  sets  that  would  "pull  in"  50  stations  in  one  evening. 

Many  including  myself  kept  a  logbook  and  I  recall  we  stayed  up  until 
the  wee  small  hours  of  the  morning  to  pull-in  the  west  coast  stations, 
as  then  there  was  less  "squealing"  and  static. 

Our  first  receiver  was  a  Crystal  Set  for  which  we  made  our  own 
tuning  coil  by  winding  wire  around  a  cylindrical  oatmeal  box,  as  the  name 
implies  there  was  a  small  piece  of  silicon  crystal  clamped  into  a  holder 
which  came  into  contact  with  a  fine  wire  called  a  "cat-whisker."  Recep¬ 
tion  was  poor  as  we  alternately  listened  intently  with  the  one  set  of  ear¬ 
phones.  Invariably,  as  the  station  was  announcing  its  identity,  its  sig¬ 
nals  became  inaudible  and  it  was  impossible  to  discern  the  city  of  origin, 
this  was  aggravating  after  listening  intently  for  possibly  a  half  hour. 

Obviously  the  crystal  set  was  responsible  for  future  break-throughs 
and  improvements  in  the  field  of  entertainment  and  education.  After  we 
built  our  crystal  set  it  was  only  a  short  time  before  parts  were  available 
in  radio  supply  stores  in  Chicago.  We  built  our  first  five  tube  superhetro- 
dyne  from  a  schematic  design  proven  "superior"  by  one  of  the  boys  at  the 
plant.  Tubes  were  scarce  and  very  expensive,  causing  a  bootleg  market. 
Ordinary  vacuum  tubes  costing  8  to  10  dollars  each  was  common.  Our 
five  tube  set  cost  more  than  100  dollars  with  wet  "A"  and  dry  cell  "B" 
batteries.  We  purchased  from  the  Western  Electric  a  loud  speaker  (large 
horn  standing  30  inches  high)  of  their  make,  we  paid  ISdollars  which  was 
half  the  retail  price.  Now  we  had  power  to  use  either  headphones  or  the 
speaker,  at  night  we  used  the  former  as  we  laid  it  on  the  pillow  between 
us.  We  also  supplied  Dad  and  Sigrld  in  the  bedroom  downstairs  with 
"slumber"  music  by  dropping  wires  out  the  window  for  a  connection. 
Friends  came  frequently  to  listen  to  our  first  sets,  for  a  long  time  it  was 
beyond  their  capacity  to  comprehend  how  it  was  possible  to  extract  music 
from  the  air. 
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This  wonderful  age  of  electronics  accelerated  rapidly,  in  a  year's 
time  radio  receivers  were  being  manufactured  in  a  wide  range  of  models 
and  cabinets.  We  purchased  a  factory  built  console  model  with  built-in 
speaker  in  192  6  for  175  dollars.  I  have  elaborated  on  this  phase  of  my 
life  as  few  people  today  realize  the  "trial  and  error"  incidental  to  the  far 
superior  receivers  of  today  that  are  advertised  at  8  to  10  dollars,  the  price 
we  paid  for  a  tube  in  the  pioneering  of  this  great  medium. 

With  the  advent  of  radio  came  "talkies"  or  sound  on  film,  and  sub¬ 
sequent  advances  in  phonographs  with  high-fidelity  sound.  Yes,  we  have 
come  a  long  way  since  the  days  of  the  "cat-whisker, "  homemade  tuning 
colls  and  earphones.  I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that  we  contributed  anything 
to  the  advancement  of  this  media,  merely  that  this  was  a  gratifying  ex¬ 
perience.  The  hours  spent  at  drilling  the  front  panel,  mounting  all  knobs 
and  parts,  soldering  wires  to  condensers,  resistors,  colls  and  tubes  were 
only  exceeded  by  the  time  spent  in  the  study  of  circuits  and  the  search 
for  "bugs"  that  caused  so  much  noise. 

192  3.  In  September  I  enrolled  in  the  Western  Electric  Mechanical 
Training  School  to  leam  the  tool  and  die  making  trade.  2  400  Hours  were 
required  for  each  annual  credit,  and  a  total  of  9600  hours  to  graduate. 
Starting  salary  to  be  2  7'r  per  hour  with  automatic  5  cent  raises  every  six 
months,  ending  with  67^  per  hour  on  completion.  Journeymen  with  experi¬ 
ence  were  receiving  from  75<^  to  $1.00  per  hour. 

For  awhile  I  sold  candy  bars  in  school  to  supplement  my  Income, 
but  I  gave  it  up  as  it  was  not  worth  the  risk,  it  was  in  violation  of  com¬ 
pany  rules . 

The  ticket  book  for  commuting  cost  $10  per  month  and  my  starting 
Income  was  only  $13.50  per  week,  which  made  it  difficult  to  make  ends 
meet.  After  getting  off  the  commuter  train  in  Cicero,  city  transportation 
was  not  convenient  and  I  walked  2-1/2  miles  to  the  school. 

The  streetcars  when  available  were  so  crowded  that  riders  would 
hang  on  the  outside.  We  rode  the  surface  lines  at  times,  and  when  we 
did,  the  conductor  often  could  not  reach  us  in  time  to  collect  the  fare. 

1924.  This  was  the  era  of  prohibition  and  gangsters,  the  city  of 
Cicero  was  adversely  publicised  nationally  by  notorious  gangsters  such 
as  A1  Capone.  Every  type  of  gambling  devise  flourished,  during  the 
lunch  hour  it  was  a  favorite  pastime  to  watch  the  several  contraptions 
of  chance  and  their  patrons.  It  was  well  I  did  not  have  extra  money  to 
spend,  consequently  I  never  lost  a  cent. 

An  older  member  of  our  group  from  Elgin  liked  a  drink  of  liquor  after 
work  on  the  way  to  the  commuter  station  so  we  frequently  stopped  at  a 
"speak-easy,"  there  the  bartender  put  a  bottle  on  the  bar  that  contained 
several  chunks  of  charcoal  which  was  Intended  to  soak  up  the  fusil  oil 
and  make  the  liquor  fit  for  human  consumption. 

370 


®  ,Ylblq«i  balMslooofi  eolnoi^ools  lo  098  luhsbnow  alrfT 
8l0bo(n  Ic  svnsi  sbtw  t  ni  b9iB;}9ftiiifl6m  i^nlsd  siow  stavlftort  olbei  %mli 
ai>-iUiid  xtjlw  labom  0108003  lilud  yiotOA)  a  boAArfoiuq  »W  .ftiAxiidco  bn£  ‘ 
\fli  9«Ad(|  tlrtl  flo  bA^AiodAfs  »veil  I  .8icUob  eTI  toI  3501  m  lojfftsqe 
lAl  0(0  o)  lAjnsbia/U  "'lOTie  bnA  lAlii*  orfl  asilEn  alqosq  we)  ee  eUl 

toliq  0fi}  tAiAliob  0(  0}  8  )e  baelfisvbA  01©  jcdj  Yebol  )o  eievieoei  lolTeque 
.ouiibacn  iA8tc  Udl  \o  i^ntToenoZq  eit)  oi  eduj  a  10)  bteq  ew 

•siua  baa  «iilU)  1x0  bnuos  10  "laJL^dA}'*  eniAO  oibei  )o  JnevbA  01O  rfilW 
ovAdow  ^«aY  .bmioe  Y^liebD^d^td  rfJlw  edqtrrponodq  ttl  eeonovba  inoupsa 
cniruji  ebA/nsfood  "^ledeidw-lAo*  srit  )o  ay^  sonte  ysw  qixoI  a  enxoo 
Qnidlyns  beiudlij/too  ew  ledi  lelnl  oJ  nAsni  Jon  ob  1  saenodqiAe  bne  ellcoo  ^ 
-xa  i?nlY)lJEtv  A  eew  aid)  Sadi  yle*tern  ^elbera  eidj  )o  inemeonnvbfl  edi  oJ 
adond  lie  pnllnuom  \lenAq  Jno'd  edJ  yntlliTb  ja  Jnsqa  eiuod  aifT  .eoneiieq 
new  eeduJ  bna  elioo  vB^Jelaen  tSiosnebnoo  ol  eertw  prdtebioe  «efiAq  bne 
d'jieee  edl  bnA  ftJiioito  )o  \buia  ed)  nl  Jneqa  amlj  eiii  yd  bebeo^xo  ylno 

.ealon  doum  oa  b»aueo  tedi  "aqi/d*  10) 


,  laoi/iatiosM  otuvall  meieeW  edt  nl  belJoine  I  ledmeJqeB  nl  »CS6I 
Alow  aiuoii  OO^S  .ebATJ  pntdem  elb  bna  looJ  edj  mael  01  ioodoS  (nlnlsfr 
.9)Ai/bAiQ  0}  nuod  0030  lo  laioJ  e  bxiA  ^Jlbaxo  lAi/nne  done  to)  beiii/pei 
xlB  yi0V8  aealtn  ineo  2  olSAmoiut  lUtw  luod  leq  ed  ol  yielaa  ^ninAiB 
lieqxA  dJlw  nomyemuol  .noiieiqmoo  no  ix/od  leq  ^^3  djlw  pnibne  tadJnom 

.mod  leq  00.10  ol  ^2V  mot)  pnlvlsoai  arsow  eono 


,0nio3nl  yxn  Jnemalqqua  of  loodaa  nl  ated  ybn£3  blot  I  elldwA  10^ 

'MOO  lo  nollAloiv  nl  aisw  tl  «j(ali  edJ  diiow  Jon  anw  it  ae  qu  Jt  ava^  r  jud 


enlJiAja  yra  bne  dJnooi  loq  010  laoo  cixiJununoo  10)  dood  jo^iolJ  edT 
abn.0  edAin  oj  jluolDtb  11  ebam  doldw  «j(s9w  leq  O2.CX0  ylno  aaw  emoonl  ^ 
noiienoqanttii  yjto  ^oreoiD  n!  ntam  isJummoo  edJ  Do  pnlJjap  lailA  .leem 

.loodot  edJ  ol  aeUffl  St\l^S  bedicw  T  bna  inelnevnoo  Jon  esw^ 

i' 

bluow  eiebit  tadj  bebworo  oa  ert*w  eldellave  t»dw  neoJeeiJa  exfT 
ew  neifw  bna  ^aenxlJ'Je  aenil  eoahue  edj  ebot  eW  .ebliJtio  odi  no  i^nad 
,018)  edj  loelloo  oJ  eznii  nl  au  rbaei  jon  bluoo  neJlo  lojoubnoo  edJ  «blb 

lo  yJlo  adJ  ^aiajavneq  bne  oouldldoiq  lo  aia  sd)  anw  aldT  .fS01 
ifoua  neJaonep  euolioJon  yd  YllunoUM  b^eiolldi/q  yleeievbe  anw  O109IO 
edJ  ^nlixrb  .bedaiiuon  ealvsxb  pnlidmep  lo  eq^t  yiaV7  .ertoqeO  lA  ba 
inoiJqaUnoo  leievaa  adJ  doJ«w  01  emjiaaq  aJliovai  a  aaw  it  tuoii  donnl' 
ot  yanom  ©17x0  evari  ton  bib  I  fleeir  arw  H  .enottaq  ilarii  br.a  onRstfo  )o^ 

-  „  T  ^ —  ,tn03  A  jaol -nvan  T  yitnaupeanoo  ^bneqe 

A  ' 't' ■*  * 


laJle  lonpll  )o  dntib  a  bodll  nlplB  ntoi)  quoip  iix)  lo  ladmam  leblo  nA  ^ 
a  Ja  baqqoia  ylJaai/poii  3W  oa  noliaja  laiummoo  adJ  oJ  yew  edJ  no  Miow 
banlajnoo  Sasii  rod  adJ  no  elJJod  a  luq  lobneJiad  edi  aiadi  ’'^yaae-daeqa" 
lio  Haul  0ilj  qu  daoa  oJ  hebneint  asw  xloldw  Xaooiado  lo  aixwdo  iaiovaa 
r  .oolJq.iuienoo  namud  toI  Jl)  loupli  adJ  aian  bna 


i 


!AL0  . 


0V& 

‘  ’  J  -  ■  •  ij  ,  ^  1 


k 


•0 


s 


J 


!*  .>*W 


1 


The  Western  Electric  Company  maintained  several  schools  for  train¬ 
ing  all  phases  of  telephone  communication,  students  were  In  attendance 
from  all  over  the  world.  We  had  one  hour  a  day  of  classroom  Instruction, 
the  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  In  the  machine  shop. 

My  classroom  instructor  was  named  Lindsay,  a  man  whom  1  believe 
had  a  great  Influence  In  shaping  my  outlook  on  life.  His  uncle  had  gained 
national  recognition  as  a  juvenile  court  Judge,  but  the  nephew  majored  as 
a  mechanical  engineer.  It  was  by  association  with  Lindsay  that  I  was 
Introduced  to  psychology  and  philosophy  although  these  subjects  were 
not  Included  In  the  curriculum.  However,  these  subjects  have  been  of 
more  interest  to  me  in  later  life  than  mechanics. 

In  the  spring  of  1924,  Evelyn  and  I  decided  to  get  married,  our  age 
was  19-1/2  years.  The  date  was  set  for  Decoration  Day ,  May  30.  Evelyn 
was  a  member  of  Saint  Paul's  Evangelical  Church  in  Elgin,  and  so  were 
married  by  the  Rev.  Theodor  Blerbaum,  pastor  of  that  church,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Knaack  acted  as  witnesses.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at  the 
parsonage.  The  Knaack' s  were  very  close  friends  and  over  the  years  we 
had  many  good  times  together.  We  arranged  temporarily  to  live  with 
Evelyn's  mother,  now  I  had  1-3/4  miles  to  the  station  and  had  to  rise 
4a.m.  in  summer  to  catch  the  train  as  Chicago  was  on  daylight  saving 
time . 


We  lived  with  Evelyn's  mother  and  stepfather  for  several  months. 
Evelyn  worked  for  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  earning  $2  5.00  per 
week.  Her  stepfather,  William  Montgomery,  was  a  member  of  the  Elgin 
Police  force. 

In  the  next  year  and  a  half  we  moved  our  place  of  residence  four 
times.  In  192  5  we  lived  in  an  apartment  over  a  bakery  shop  that  was  over¬ 
run  with  cockroaches. 

I  have  been  troubled  with  ha yf ever  since  I  was  9  years  old,  so  this 
year  we  planned  a  trip  to  Petoskey,  Michigan,  to  seek  relief.  Our  trip 
circled  lake  Michigan.  We  took  a  revolver  along  for  protection  as  we 
had  heard  the  upper  Michigan  peninsula  was  quite  wild,  one  night  a  bear 
did  come  Into  our  camp,  but  It  did  not  molest  us. 

Our  1917  Ford  Coupe  had  brackets  on  the  doors  to  hold  them  partly 
open  to  catch  the  air  and  induce  ventilation  to  keep  one  comfortable  when 
the  weather  was  warm.  The  car  was  packed  with  provisions  when  we 
started  and  by  sleeping  in  a  tent  there  was  not  much  to  buy  other  than 
gasoline  and  a  few  perishables.  We  started  our  trip  with  $35.00  and  had 
$5.00  remaining  when  we  arrived  back  home. 

For  several  months  in  192  6  we  lived  with  Evelyn's  sister,  Lucy, 
whom  we  paid  $10.00  a  week  for  room  and  board.  Lucy  and  Ernest,  her 
husband,  were  in  financial  difficulties,  they  had  been  swindled  by  a  real 
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estate  operator  and  mortgage  lender,  payments  they  had  made  on  their  home 
over  a  period  of  years  had  not  been  properly  credited.  From  Lucy  and 
Ernest  Hedblade's  home  1  had  about  2  miles  to  the  railroad  station.  Walk¬ 
ing  was  treacherous  In  the  dark  of  early  hours,  some  places  did  not  have 
sidewalks  and  I  often  stumbled  In  my  hurry  to  catch  the  train. 

In  conversing  with  my  friend,  Walter  Khaack,  he  mentioned  he  could 
get  me  a  job  at  the  Elgin  Tool  Worl^  where  he  worked,  the  prospect  of 
working  near  home  had  great  appeal  so  I  quit  the  trade  school  and  went  to 
work  In  Elgin  at  the  rate  of  60^  per  hour.  The  main  product  of  the  Elgin 
Tool  Ck)mpany  was  small  metal  turning  lathes. 

In  October  we  bought  our  first  house  located  next  door  to  the  old 
homestead  at  470  Ryerson,  our  address  was  464  Ryerson.  Dad  negotiated 
this  deal  for  us.  I  had  $1500.00  saved  through  systematic  budgeting. 

Dad  had  arranged  for  me  to  buy  shares  in  a  Loan  and  Home  Association 
where  I  made  monthly  payments.  The  $1500.00  was  then  Invested  in 
common  shares  of  Cities  Service  Company. 

Things  now  almost  got  out  of  control  financially.  To  make  the  pay¬ 
ments  on  my  home,  I  quit  my  Job  at  the  Tool  Works,  and  began  working  at 
a  better  wage  In  the  machine  room  of  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company. 
This  Improvement  was  canceled  when  Evelyn  was  stricken  with  appendi¬ 
citis  . 


November  20,  192  6,  brother  In gvar  married  Helen  Maday,  whom  he 
met  In  Chicago  where  they  both  worked.  It  was  arranged  for  them  to  rent 
our  second  floor  and  thereby  supplement  our  income. 

Hard  times  began  to  affect  the  shop  and  layoffs  were  frequent,  as 
a  new  employee  I  worked  hard  to  hold  on  to  my  job  to  postpone  the  Inev¬ 
itable.  Brother  Ingvar  and  wife  Helen  lived  upstairs  only  a  short  time, 
possibly  2  months. 

December  3,  192  6,  Grandmother  Carlson  passed  on  to  that  place 
"NOT  MADE  BY  HANDS  ETERNAL  IN  THE  HEAVENS,"  Dad  has  covered  his 
mother's  passing  In  detail  In  his  life  story.  I  am  grateful  for  what  she 
did  for  me,  I  was  too  young  to  realize  the  sacrifice  she  made  to  take  Into 
her  home  a  noisy  youngster  such  as  me,  at  the  time  in  her  life  when  quiet 
and  peace  are  paramount  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  twilight  years . 

Grandmother  Christine  Carlson  was  very  energetic  and  Industrious. 
Her  thoughts  centered  on  the  welfare  of  others,  she  specialized  as  a  mid¬ 
wife  in  which  profession  she  was  very  proficient.  She  brought  many 
babies  into  the  world  without  the  aid  of  a  Medical  Doctor.  She  assisted 
the  doctor  in  bringing  my  lifelong  friend,  Paul  Nyberg,  Into  the  world. 
When  I  was  a  youngster  I  thought  she  was  too  strict  with  me,  I  sought 
more  freedom  and  liberty,  now  I  can  understand  how  good  her  intentions 
were . 

"Peace  and  may  God  Bless" 
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June  9,  1927,  I  suddenly  became  gravely  111.  In  the  evening 
Evelyn  and  I  had  attended  the  County  Fair  and  had  eaten  barbecue  sand¬ 
wiches.  From  persistent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  we  thought  we  had  con¬ 
tracted  ptomaine  poisoning  as  we  were  both  nauseated.  I  had  the  worst 
attack,  the  pain  in  my  abdomen  became  so  severe  during  the  night  that 
Evelyn  called  a  doctor,  he  arrived  about  six  in  the  morning  and  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  me  a  hypodermic  injection  and  called  an  ambulance.  At  the 
hospital  I  was  operated  on  for  a  ruptured  appendix,  my  life  hung  in  the 
balance  for  3  days.  I  was  in  the  hospital  for  3  weeks,  while  there  I 
learned  that  Evelyn  was  pregnant,  obviously  the  cause  of  her  vomiting 
and  distress . 

February  15,  192  8,  our  first  bom,  Richard  Allan,  came  into  the 
world  at  Sherman  Hospital  in  Elgin.  He  weighed  7  pounds  and  had  blond 
hair.  I  was  present  in  the  delivery  room  when  he  came.  Evelyn  did  not 
have  any  serious  trouble.  I  was  now  one  of  those  proud  fathers.  What 
will  be  his  destiny,  his  fate?  What  would  be  written  in  his  book  of  life 
on  earth  ? 


"There  is  a  Divinity  that  shapes  our 
ends ,  rough  hew  them  how  we  will. " 

Shakespeare 

When  we  bought  our  house  we  had  shares  in  Cities  Service  Company, 
these  shares  I  used  as  collateral  for  a  loan  at  the  bank.  If  I  had  sold  the 
shares  on  the  market  we  would  have  netted  $3,000  and  the  house  would 
have  been  half  paid  for.  It  was  hard  to  sell  on  a  rising  market,  I  became 
greedy,  borrowed  $300  additional  on  this  collateral  and  bought  more  Cities 
Service  shares.  The  stock  market  crash  began  in  October,  1929  ,  and  in 
about  a  year  we  were  practically  wiped  out.  This  was  a  costly  experience, 

the  lesson  it  taught  me  was . never  to  over  extend,  that  an  Investor 

must  have  the  resources  to  hold  and  weather  the  storm.  If  one  has  surplus 
money  to  Invest . pay  in  full  and  do  not  buy  on  margin  and  keep  a  re¬ 

serve  fund  in  case  of  emergency,  thereby  preventing  under  adverse  condi¬ 
tions  the  forced  sale  of  securities  resulting  In  loss . 

When  son  Richard  was  18  months  old  he  became  troubled  by  a  stran¬ 
gulated  hernia.  At  first  the  doctor  advised  the  wearing  of  a  truss  which  he 
wore  for  a  short  period  with  no  apparent  Improvement.  In  the  meantime,  a 
friend  suggested  the  practice  of  Christian  Science  and  we  decided  it  merited 
a  trial.  Richard  was  healed  in  a  short  time.  I  can  not  be  certain  what 
brought  the  healing,  but  no  one  can  deny  that  Divine  assistance  played  a 
leading  role. 

In  1930  the  economic  condition  of  the  country  worsened.  To  broaden 
my  knowledge  I  thought  I  must  make  better  use  of  my  spare  time,  so  I  en¬ 
rolled  in  an  I.  C.  S.  Correspondence  Course  in  Mechanical  Engineering, 
jobs  were  scarce  and  work  keenly  competitive. 
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During  this  summer  there  was  a  building  project  under  way  at  the 
State  Hospital  three  blocks  from  our  home.  Some  tradesmen  from  out  of 
town  came  here  to  work.  We  took  in  a  young  carpenter  about  our  age,  his 
name  was  George  Cruickshank,  he  stayed  for  more  than  a  year.  The  com¬ 
pensation  for  room  and  board  helped  our  financial  condition.  George  was 
a  likeable  person  and  we  had  lots  of  fun,  in  fact  our  friendship  has  re¬ 
mained  steadfast  throughout  the  years. 

January  22  ,  1931,  a  daughter  was  bom  to  us,  weight  7  pounds  - 
11  ounces,  her  name  is  Lois  Jeannine,  bom  at  Shennan  Hospital,  Elgin. 

Lois  has  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes . what  will  be  her  destiny,  her  fate 

. what  would  be  written  in  her  book  of  life. 

While  at  the  hospital  both  Evelyn  and  baby  Lois  contracted  an  infec¬ 
tion,  Lois  suffered  from  bolls  on  her  scalp  and  one  breast  had  to  be  lanced. 
Evelyn  also  had  to  have  a  breast  lanced  and  kept  open  with  gauze  so  that 
the  pus  would  drain  out.  Lois's  trouble  cleared  up  in  a  few  weeks,  but  it 
was  months  before  Evelyn's  infection  disappeared. 

In  1931  the  economy  of  this  nation  and  the  whole  world  was  deteri¬ 
orating.  At  the  shop  the  work  week  was  reduced  to  3  days  or  24  hours, 
my  hourly  rate  was  90<r  so  I  had  $21.60  Income  per  week. 

During  these  lean  years  while  accumulating  furnishings  for  our  home, 
we  also  had  large  doctor  and  hospital  bills  to  pay.  We  owned  a  1922 
Chevrolet  but  used  it  sparingly. 

Then  came  the  inevitable,  early  in  1932  I  was  layed  off  from  the 
Watch  Factory.  There  had  been  about  45  men  in  my  group  working  on  what 
was  called  "The  Fine  Tool  Job,"  now  there  were  only  8  left.  I  was  among 
the  last  to  be  layed  off.  Throughout  my  employment  here  I  had  contributed 
regularly  to  the  employees  pension  fund,  this  accumulation  and  my  last 
pay  check  amounted  to  $150. 

In  my  leisure  time  I  made  a  barber  chair  from  a  bucket  seat  out  of  a 
Ford  car,  an  auto  Jack  was  installed  to  raise  and  lower  the  customer. 

Patrons  were  plentiful,  my  charge  was  2  5  cents  but  two  out  of  three  were 
gratis  or  for  some  form  of  barter. 

In  the  winter  I  started  an  ash  collection  route  using  a  borrowed  Ford 
pick-up  truck  from  brothers  Ingvar  and  Axel.  Those  days  everyone  used 
coal  for  fuel  and  there  was  no  city  collection.  This  venture  netted  me 
$4.00  a  week.  Later  on  I  was  lucky  to  get  one  month  of  work  at  St.  Charles, 
and  2  months  at  Crystal  Lake,  the  Jobs  were  tool  and  die  work.  I  was  too 
young  to  compete  with  older  men  who  had  more  than  b^'ice  my  experience, 
but  I  managed  to  hold  on  as  long  as  the  work  lasted.  I  lost  10  pounds  in 
weight  while  working  at  Crystal  Lake. 
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The  economic  condition  of  the  nation  subsequently  exploded  into  a 
panic,  depositors  made  runs  on  their  banks  to  withdraw  savings.  These 
stampedes  were  Instrumental  in  a  bank  moratorium  being  declared  bv  the 
federal  government.  The  largest  bank  in  Elgin  closed  its  doors  permanent¬ 
ly,  three  others  were  found  solvent  and  were  permitted  to  reopen  after 
being  closed  for  three  weeks  during  examination .  To  emphasize  the  severity 
of  this  terrible  depression,  the  daily  newspaper  which  cost  us  only  12  cents 
a  week  was  discontinued.  Next  door,  Ingvar  and  Axel  had  one  newspaper 
between  them,  when  they  were  through  with  it  they  gave  it  to  us.  We  dis¬ 
continued  the  telephone  and  used  theirs. 

I  heard  some  people  were  packing  their  gas  meters  with  wet  salt 
bags  so  as  to  corrode  the  mechanism  and  thereby  slow  the  metering.  It 
was  also  a  common  practice  to  attach  Jumper  wires  on  the  electric  so  as 
to  bypass  the  current  around  the  meter  Instead  of  through  it. 

Needless  to  state  things  were  desperate  when  many  people  were 
losing  their  homes  in  default  of  payments.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  was 
elected  president  in  November,  1932  ,  and  coined  the  famous  phrase, 

"There  is  nothing  to  fear  but  fear  Itself,"  it  had  a  psychological  effect 
on  the  masses.  However,  I  believe  those  in  the  upper  echelon  in  Wash¬ 
ington  knew  that  the  great  depression  of  those  years  was  the  natural  result 
of  over  expansion  in  credit,  or  more  properly  called,  "Book  Money."  I 

learned  in  physics:  For  every  action  there  is  an  equivalent  reaction . 

that  is  natural  law,  and  no  amount  of  psychology  can  change  the  figures 
that  constitute  debt.  In  the  so-called  roaring  twenties  the  nation  danced, 
now  came  the  time  to  pay  the  fiddler. 

For  a  period  of  3  months  Evelyn  held  a  job  in  a  garment  factory  sew¬ 
ing  dresses  at  a  piece-work  rate  of  35  cents  per  dress,  she  made  $2.00 
a  day.  Sometimes  she  worked  the  night  shift.  Needless  to  mention  this 
stipend  was  a  great  lift  financially  and  morally. 

For  a  short  time  I  tried  my  hand  at  "bill  collecting"  for  Nelson's 
Grocery  and  for  Ingvar  and  Axel's  Plumbing  Business.  One  can  imagine 
what  an  experience  this  was  in  times  like  these. 

In  the  summer  of  1933  when  I  was  called  back  to  work  at  the  Watch 
Factory,  our  cash  balance  was  nil,  my  new  hourly  rate  was  75  cents,  the 
work  week  was  5  days,  now  we  were  on  the  road  to  recovery. 

In  the  years  1933-34,  the  World's  Fair  "Century  of  Progress"  was 
staged  on  the  Lake  Front  in  Chicago.  I  believe  we  visited  it  4  or  5  times, 
of  most  interest  to  me  was  the  Hall  of  Science,  to  view  its  hundreds  of 
exhibits  was  extremely  educational. 

For  many  years  I  was  a  member  of  a  fraternal  lodge  in  Elgin,  named 
"Sons  of  the  North,"  it  was  a  Scandinavian  benevolent  society  and  there 
were  four  of  these  lodges  in  the  Fox  River  Valley  District.  I  had  been 
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elected  President  twice  of  our  local  lodge,  and  Secretary  of  the  district 
for  two  years.  Brothers  Ingvar  and  Axel  also  held  offices.  Our  son 
Richard  also  joined  the  lodge  and  we  were  all  four  members  until  1952 
when  the  membership  of  the  four  lodges  voted  to  disband.  The  decision 
to  "close  the  books"  was  due  mainly  to  having  fulfilled  Its  purposes  and 
alms  —  that  of  helping  immigrants  to  become  adjusted  In  a  strange  land 
by  offering  them  an  opportunity  for  social  fellowship  with  countrymen. 
Economical  Improvement  In  Sweden  advanced  rapidly  after  World  War  1 
to  a  point  where  the  Swedes  found  no  advantage  in  continuing  to  emigrate 
to  the  United  States.  Thus  the  mass  exodus  from  Sweden  which  began  a 
century  before  came  to  a  halt  and  all  Scandinavian  organizations  have 
felt  the  Impact.  In  dividing  our  lodge  treasury  we  each  received  $12  5, 
the  gavel  was  presented  to  me  In  absentia  at  the  final  meeting  which  was 
attended  by  Richard.  I  was  Informed  the  occasion  was  festive  with  pic¬ 
tures  taken  of  charter  members  and  "retiring  officers"  by  the  local  news¬ 
paper  photographers. 

Early  In  1934  I  transferred  my  Mechanical  Engineering  correspond¬ 
ence  course  to  one  of  Salesmanship.  I  had  studied  quite  diligently  for 
three  years,  and  was  three-quarters  through  the  engineering  course, 
finished  mathematics,  calculus  was  not  Included. 

It  was  In  this  year  of  1934  that  Dick  began  private  Instruction  In 
speech  development,  this  continued  for  one  year  on  a  weekly  basis.  On 
becoming  proficient,  he  was  asked  several  times  to  give  readings  at 
public  gatherings,  he  enjoyed  this  participation. 

On  April  18,  1935,  I  received  my  Broker's  License  from  the  State  of 
Illinois,  Department  of  Insurance.  My  Intention  was  to  augment  my  In¬ 
come  by  selling  general  Insurance  on  a  part  time  basis. 

One  night  when  Evelyn  and  I,  and  a  neighbor  returned  from  fishing 
at  Trout  Park,  we  were  told  that  our  friends,  Paul  Nyberg  and  Clifford 
Johnson  were  trying  to  contact  me.  I  called  them  on  the  phone  and  was 
Invited  to  take  a  ride  with  them  to  Flint,  Michigan.  The  reason  was, 

Paul  wanted  to  Interview  a  representative  for  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  Company, 
a  Division  of  General  Motors,  with  regard  to  employment.  We  planned 
to  be  back  In  time  on  Monday  so  that  no  time  would  be  lost  at  the  Watch 
Factory  where  we  worked  on  the  same  Job. 

On  the  way  to  Flint,  Paul  Jokingly  remarked,  why  not  all  three  of 
us  take  a  Job  with  A.  C.  Spark  Plug,  but  Clifford  and  I  were  not  overly 
Interested.  At  Flint,  Paul  talked  to  Mr.  Plneau,  the  foreman  of  the  Model 
Shop,  after  consultation,  Paul  came  back  to  the  car  where  we  waited,  and 
related  that  Mr.  Pineau  wanted  to  hire  the  three  of  us.  His  proposition 
was  90  cents  an  hour  and  steady  work;  this  was  five  cents  an  hour  more 
than  we  received  at  the  Watch  Factory.  We  told  him  we  wanted  to  think 
It  over  and  would  let  him  know  our  decision  In  a  few  days . 
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On  the  way  home  we  decided  to  ask  our  foreman  for  a  five  cent 
raise,  realizing  that  we  could  now  use  a  little  pressure  because  of  our 
new  Job  offer.  We  asked  for  the  raise  but  were  turned  down.  We  then 
held  another  conference  and  decided  to  telegraph  Pineau  of  our  accept¬ 
ance  of  his  proposal.  We  gave  a  week's  notice  of  our  Intentions  to  the 
Watch  Factory  foreman. 

On  June  16,  1935,  I  was  inducted  into  the  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  Com¬ 
pany,  Division  of  General  Motors,  largest  industrial  corporation  In  the 
world.  After  working  two  weeks  I  made  a  trip  back  home,  when  I  got 
there  the  house  was  empty  of  furnishings  and  Evelyn  was  staying  with 
her  Mother.  She  had  disposed  of  our  furnishings  at  a  big  loss  as  time 
was  against  us . 

We  packed  the  few  remaining  belongings  Into  our  1928  Essex 
sedan  and  on  Sunday  morning,  June  29,  193  5,  Evelyn,  Richard,  Lois  and 
myself  bid  farewell  to  Elgin.  We  left  our  dog.  Pal,  with  brother  Ingvar, 
the  children  could  not  understand  why  Pal  could  not  go  with  us ,  so  we 
began  our  journey  In  a  vale  of  tears.  The  apartment  we  rented  In  Flint 
allowed  no  pets  .  Paul  and  Clifford  arranged  to  live  with  us  until  they 
got  situated  elsewhere.  Evelyn  had  the  car  engine  overhauled  for  the 
trip  which  caused  It  to  overheat  due  to  tight  bearings ,  at  Intervals  we 
were  forced  to  stop  to  let  It  cool.  I  thought  we  would  never  reach  Flint, 
but  we  did  arrive  after  about  12  hours  on  the  way,  covering  a  distance  of 
3 10  miles . 

When  passing  a  pretentious  house  near  our  destination,  I  would 
slow  down  and  make  believe  It  was  our  new  home.  I  thought  It  fun  to 
watch  facial  expressions  of  my  family.  Our  apartment  was  located  at 
1110  Garland  Street,  on  the  second  floor.  Evelyn  and  I  were  then  30 
years  of  age,  Richard  was  7  and  Lois  4. 

My  first  employment  was  that  of  Model  Maker,  this  engrosses  the 
making  by  hand  of  the  first  samples  of  new  products,  and  the  engineering 
improvements  on  old  products.  The  Company  manufactures  parts  and 
accessories  mostly  for  the  Automotive  Industry. 

After  6  months  of  work  at  the  shop,  Paul,  Cliff  and  myself  were 
laid  off  for  an  indefinite  period.  I  now  learned  another  lesson  in  "human 
relations,"  on  the  premise  of  receiving  steady  work,  we  had  made  a 
great  sacrifice.  Faith  in  human  trust  was  badly  shaken.  When  I  was 
called  back  two  weeks  later,  work  was  slack  and  I  thought  each  day 
would  be  the  last.  Before  going  to  Flint,  Dad  suggested  that  I  Join  him 
In  California  where  we  could  set  up  a  small  Jewelry  store.  From  his 
home  he  had  carried  on  a  quite  successful  watch  and  clock  repairing 
enterprise,  he  would  have  liked  to  expand.  Now  I  wished  I  had  made 
that  decision,  as  the  climate  no  doubt  would  have  been  beneficial  for 
my  hay  fever  and  asthma  condition. 
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Finally  in  January  193  6,  the  three  of  us  were  transferred  to  other 
departments.  Clifford  and  Paul  to  the  Tool  Room,  I  was  assigned  to  Tool 
Inspection  and  Gauge  Control  Department.  Most  of  my  duties  consisted 
of  dimensional  control  of  automotive  bearings.  I  had  the  sole  responsi¬ 
bility  of  maintaining  the  gauges  for  Inspection.  Bearings  were  a  new 
product,  and  the  gauges  for  the  inspections  were  crude  and  unreliable 
resulting  in  many  being  scrapped. 

I  laid  awake  at  night  trying  to  solve  the  many  knotty  problems.  My 
Engineering  training  now  served  me  in  good  stead  in  solving  difficulties 
involving  friction,  gravity  and  pneumatic  variable  pressure  control.  Later 
I  made  master  bearings  for  automobile  companies  who  were  our  customers, 
these  master  bearings  were  used  to  check  the  accuracy  of  their  gauges  . 
Their  gauges  in  turn  were  used  to  check  the  bearings  we  sold  to  them,  a 
strange  system  to  maintain  accuracy. 

In  the  spring  of  1937,  I  borrowed  $500  from  Dad  and  with  $400 
Evelyn  and  I  had  saved,  we  bought  a  house  on  contract  located  at  2  301 
Humboldt  Avenue,  Flint.  Prior  to  the  purchase  we  had  deliberated  on 
whether  to  stay  in  Flint  or  move  to  California.  The  decision  was  made  to 
stay  as  Jobs  were  scarce  and  it  seemed  like  a  big  gamble  with  growing 
youngsters . 

Our  new  home  was  situated  in  an  ideal  location  to  bring  up  the 
children,  so  Evelyn  and  I  were  greatly  pleased  with  our  transaction.  It 
was  wonderful  for  the  kids  to  have  so  much  room  in  the  house  plus  a  rec¬ 
reational  park  across  the  street.  The  apartment  we  had  moved  from  was 
cramped  and  was  on  a  busy  street  with  much  traffic. 

December  23,  I  received  a  certificate  from  General  Motors  Institute 
on  completion  of  a  course  in  Tool  Design  which  consisted  of  one  term  of 
night  school. 

Late  in  December,  1937,  Lois  contracted  scarlet  fever.  I  slept  in 
the  basement  and  Dick  stayed  with  the  Nybergs .  The  fever  was  not  severe 
and  she  recovered  without  any  ill  effects . 

1938.  Work  at  the  shop  slowed  to  3  days  a  week  and  I  again  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  laid  off.  It  was  estimated  there  were  11,000,000  unemployed 
in  the  nation  as  of  January  9. 

As  of  April  1,  I  had  worked  only  35  days  since  the  new  year  and 
many  of  my  obligations  could  not  be  met,  we  were  now  in  serious  predica¬ 
ment  and  had  to  get  our  credit  extended . 

Work  gradually  Improved  during  the  year  so  that  my  gross  earnings 
were  $2  157.66  for  1938. 
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In  March  1939,  Dick  read  in  the  Flint  Journal  an  announcement  con¬ 
cerning  a  Soap  Box  Derby  Race  that  would  be  held  in  July.  He  became 
enthused  and  wanted  to  participate.  Cost  of  the  car  materials  must  not 
exceed  $10  and  he  must  build  it  himself,  but  Is  permitted  any  amount  of 
supervision.  April,  May  and  June  were  spent  supervising  Dick  on  building 
a  Derby  Racer,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  lost  much  sleep  on  account  of  it. 
The  major  problem  being  to  make  the  most  from  a  $10  expenditure  for  parts 
and  materials . 

At  the  outset  I  did  not  realize  that  this  Soap  Box  Derby  project 
would  be  such  a  big  event  for  all  of  us,  so  the  loss  of  sleep  was  well 
rewarded.  These  were  hours,  days,  and  weeks  filled  with  excitement 
and  speculation.  How  would  the  car  perform?  How  well  could  Dick  drive 
it  to  obtain  the  maximum  speed  were  prime  questions. 

I  crammed  my  skull  with  all  the  physics  I  could  find  that  pertained 
to  Potential  and  Kinetic  Energy,  force  of  gravitation,  friction  and  air  re¬ 
sistance.  There  would  be  a  fixed  maximum  of  potential  energy,  it  must 
be  used  exceedingly  efficient  to  win.  Dick  worked  with  unabated  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  the  car  was  completed  2  weeks  before  the  race  set  for  July  8. 

It  happened  that  Dad  and  Stepmother  were  visiting  us  at  the  time  so 
they  were  present  at  the  race  to  witness  the  intense  competition.  The 
local  contestants  represented  a  community  of  2  50,000  population,  cover¬ 
ing  an  area  within  a  radius  of  10  miles.  Over  100  contestants  qualified 
to  race. 

On  the  fateful  afternoon  in  the  presence  of  thousands  of  spectators, 
Dick  surprised  us  by  winning  heat  after  heat,  each  meriting  a  prize.  After 
two  hours  of  eliminations  came  the  crucial  race  to  determine  the  winner. 
Dick  won  second  place  and  we  were  elated.  It  was  a  rewarding  experience 
for  all  of  us ,  especially  for  Dick  and  I  who  had  worked  as  a  team  on  the 
project. 

While  gaining  the  rtmner-up  position  was  highly  gratifying,  we 
immediately  made  plans  to  enter  the  next  annual  contest  with  the  view  of 
capturing  top  honors . 

My  wage  for  the  last  week  of  1939  was  $77.56,  the  rate  was  $1.25 
per  hour.  During  the  year  we  enjoyed  a  combination  of  good  health  and 
prosperity.  Bought  a  used  piano  for  Lois  who  is  taking  private  instruction, 
she  is  8  years  of  age. 

Few  persons  have  escaped  the  startling  impact  of  a  message  which 
begins  with:  FATHER  DIED.  Ours  was  a  telegram  that  struck  as  a  bolt  of 
lightning  without  premonition  or  preparedness.  Father  had  died  9:30  on 
Tuesday  morning,  February  13,  1940,  at  a  Long  Beach,  California,  hos¬ 
pital.  His  age  was  62  years,  10  months,  17  days. 
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An  airmail  letter  from  sister  Ruth  gave  these  depressing  details. 

Dad  became  111  on  Monday  and  was  believed  to  have  a  cold.  His  wife/ 
Slgrld/  called  a  doctor  to  attend  him,  on  his  leaving,  he  left  pills  to  be 
administered.  Sigrld  had  advised  the  doctor  that  Dad  was  allergic  to 
certain  drugs,  Irregardless,  Dad  began  to  go  into  convulsions  within  the 
hour,  causing  Sigrld  to  seek  the  immediate  return  of  the  Medic,  but  he 
could  not  be  located.  In  desperation  she  contacted  another  Medic  and 
the  Inhalator  squad  of  the  fire  department.  Dad  was  revived  somewhat 
and  remained  in  a  semi-coma  through  the  night,  at  8:30  the  following 
morning  Dad  was  removed  to  the  hospital  by  ambulance.  He  died  an  hour 
later  and  an  autopsy  was  performed  disclosing  that  death  had  come  from 
arterial  thrombosis.  Ruth's  letter  told  of  plans  to  hold  a  service  there 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  after  which  they  would  follow  the  remains  to  Elgin. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Ingvar,  Axel  and  myself  met  the  7:15  train, 
Sigrld,  Ruth  and  her  son  Anton  (age  three)  stepped  off.  Our  mortician  was 
N.  A.  Gustafson,  a  close  friend;  we  assisted  him  in  transporting  the 
heavy  box  to  the  funeral  parlors  where  we  aided  in  removing  the  many 
screws  which  secured  the  cover.  In  the  interim  many  flowers  had  arrived 
and  we  volvinteered  our  help  in  any  capacity  necessary.  Before  we  left 
to  go  home,  friends  were  already  coming  in  to  pay  their  respects.  It  was 
a  tearful  experience  but  we  welcomed  this  last  opportunity  to  administer 
a  bit  of  latent  devotion.  The  funeral  rites  were  held  on  Monday  afternoon 
with  burial  next  to  our  Mother  in  Bluff  City  Cemetery. 

Of  Dad's  many  virtues,  his  impeccable  character  and  family  devo¬ 
tion  were  most  pronounced.  Dad  believed  "MORAL  INTEGRITY"  was  the 
only  true  basis  for  material  success.  His  accent  through  life  had  been 
on  moral  fibre  of  the  Individual,  declaring  this  to  be  more  important  than 
academic  learning.  Dad  firmly  believed  that  knowledge  without  character 
is  worthless,  in  that  Important  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  are 
exacting  of  teckground  and  heritage.  Future  generations  who  read  "This 
Is  Our  Life"  will  inadvertently  aHude  to  Carl  Frank  Carlson  as  the  one  who 
translated  our  initial  manuscript  from  Swedish  to  English,  and  as  being  the 
son  of  Gustaf  Relnhold,  the  master  mason.  To  his  sons  and  daughter,  he 
was  much  more,  he  was  a  wonderful  father,  revered  as  worthy  of  reception 
of  the  highest  honors  man  can  acquire.  Descriptive  superlatives  are 
secondary  to  the  indelible  image  of  fidelity  which  we  hold  as  a  legacy 
that  will  further  enrich  our  descendants  and  embellish  our  lineage.  Thanks, 
Dad. 

-  Peace  and  may  God  Bless  - 

Dad  was  of  slight  build  but  his  deficiency  in  physical  strength  was 
offset  by  dexterity,  agility  and  ambition.  In  raising  his  family  he  did  not 
dally  long  before  inculcating  the  soundness  of  the  adage  that  "busy  hands 
and  Informed  thinking  thwart  the  devil."  This  he  practiced  to  the  extreme 
so  that  we  kids  were  never  exposed  to  much  leisure,  thus  we  graduated  to 
"Utilitarianism"  at  an  early  age.  Dad  in  retirement  remained  a  keen  stu¬ 
dent  of  current  affairs  but  his  first  Interest  was  his  workshop  under  an  oak 
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tree  at  the  side  of  his  home.  There  in  the  warm  California  sun  he  found 
pleasure  in  repairing  watches,  and  when  parts  were  obsolete  and  unavail¬ 
able,  he  made  them  on  his  lathe.  Dad  in  pursuit  of  his  "watch  business" 
scoured  the  many  pawnshops  of  Los  Angeles  in  search  of  discarded  watches  . 
After  repairing,  some  were  sold  Intact,  others  were  stripped  of  the  case 
and  mounted  in  glass  Jars  by  drilling  a  hole  in  the  glass  through  which  to 
extend  the  winding  stem.  These  "Novelty  Clocks"  he  sold  at  a  nominal 
price,  but  more  than  that,  it  was  an  outlet  for  his  creative  artisans  hip. 
Another  awakening  of  his  dormant  ability  found  expression  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  and  connection  of  a  number  of  pools  of  water  representing  the  "Great 
Lakes"  replete  with  a  Niagara  Falls.  In  this  miniature  display  outside 
his  home,  the  water  was  elevated  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  lake  by 
a  small  pump  and  when  it  dropped  at  the  falls  it  forced  a  water  wheel  to 
turn  which  drove  a  series  of  shafts  and  belts. 

The  power  take-off  operated  several  mechanical  men  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  a  miniature  carnival,  all  men  were  appropriately 
dressed  and  the  equipment  quite  authentic.  Among  the  pieces  he  had 
made  of  scrap  wire  and  bits  of  sheet  metal  soldered  together  were  a  ferrls- 
wheel,  carousel,  and  a  strong-man  that  struck  with  a  sledge-hammer  and 
rang  a  bell.  One  can  visualize  the  months  of  work  that  he  and  Sigrld 
spent  in  perfecting  this  unique  attraction  and  the  reward  they  received 
when  folks  came  from  near  and  far  to  see  the  performance.  Dad  was  gifted 
with  patience  and  finesse  which  was  never  more  revealing  than  in  this 
form  of  creative  expression. 

July  8,  1940,  I  received  a  letter  from  Ruth  saying  that  stepmother  • 
Sigrld  had  donated  a  pew  with  Dad's  name  on  it  to  the  new  Lutheran  Church 
at  La  Cresenta,  California,  a  city  located  a  few  miles  from  Tujunga  where 
Dad  and  Stepmother  had  lived  for  13  years .  Dad  and  Sigrld  were  charter 
members  of  this  new  congregation. 

Early  in  the  year  1940,  Dick  began  building  a  new  Soap  Box  Derby 
car  for  the  race  to  be  held  in  July.  This  time  Dick  won  first  place  in  Class 
"A",  averaging  28.3  miles  per  hour.  Total  space  allotted  in  the  local 
newspaper  for  pictures  and  write-ups  was  approximately  two  square  feet, 
half  of  this  being  featured  on  the  front  page.  The  following  excerpts  were 
taken  from  the  Flint  Journal: 

"Today,  Richard  Carlson  of  2301  Humboldt  Avenue ,  is  being  ac¬ 
claimed  by  20,000  spectators  who  witnessed  the  Derby  on  Saturday,  as  a 
true  American  boy  champion,  who  deserves  to  represent  this  area  in  the 
All  American  Soap  Box  Derby  next  month  at  Akron,  Chio.  A  year  ago 
Richard  won  the  Class  'B'  Championship,  at  which  time  he  said  he  was 
glad  he  did  not  win  the  Class  'A'  because  he  liked  to  race  and  wanted 
'another  crack'  at  racing  a  Derby  car  in  1940. 

"As  the  two  finalists  rolled  toward  the  finish  line,  the  crowd  broke 
through  the  police  lines  behind  the  little  racers  and  ran  down  the  track 
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behind  the  cars  in  an  attempt  to  embrace  the  winner.  By  the  time  Dick 
and  his  car  were  returned  to  the  judges'  stand,  hundreds  of  spectators 
were  massed  around  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  champion  and  his  car. 

"Richard  modestly  received  the  M.  E.  Ckjyle  trophy,  emblematic  of 
the  championship,  the  Class  'B'  Championship  medal,  and  other  prizes 
from  C.  S.  Mott.  'All  I  want  to  say,'  Wchard  said  over  the  public-address 
system,  'is  to  thank  the  people  who  make  it  possible  for  us  to  race  in  this 
great  event.'  Spectators  on  the  Judges'  stand  marveled  at  the  poise  shown 
by  the  boy. 

"Richard,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  A.  Carlson,  is  a  freckled¬ 
faced  boy  with  blondlsh-red  hair.  Today,  Richard  is  thinking  about  Akron 
and  the  All  American  finals.  He  will  work  on  his  car  to  get  it  in  first 
class  condition,  and  then  ship  it  to  the  Ohio  city  for  Inspection  and  dis¬ 
play  with  the  cars  of  12  5  other  city  champions  .  "  End  of  excerpt . 

Our  family,  with  friends,  went  to  Akron  to  see  the  National  Race 
where  Dick  cinched  one  of  the  fastest  "heats"  on, his  first  run.  The  cars 
were  evenly  matched  and  there  was  only  one  or  two  seconds  between 
minimum  and  maximum  rates  of  speed.  Dick's  main  prize  for  winning  was 
a  Hamilton  wrist  watch.  Again  victory  was  sweet,  the  spectators  at  Akron 
were  estimated  at  70,000. 

October,  1940,  I  registered  for  conscription  into  the  military  ser¬ 
vices,  my  draft  call  number  was  2  118.  November  12,  I  received  $107.50 
from  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  for  making  diamond-tipped  tools  which  I  made  at 
home  with  Dad's  equipment.  These  tools  were  replacements  for  carboloy 
tools  that  would  not  resist  wear.  The  tools  were  components  used  in 
gauges  that  measured  the  thickness  of  automotive  bearings.  The  purchas¬ 
ing  agent  asked  if  I  wanted  more  Jobs,  but  I  declined  as  my  boss  was  not 
in  favor  of  me  doing  outside  work.  However,  if  I  had  taken  advantage  of 
this  opportunity,  I  might  in  time  have  quit  my  Job  at  A.  C.  and  started  a 
Jobbing  shop  of  my  own.  As  1  look  back,  it  appears  that  all  1  lacked  was 
courage.  However,  I  have  no  regrets,  everything  in  this  world  has  its 
price,  evidence  points  to  a  life  of  service  and  sacrifice  in  all  fields  of 
endeavor. 

1941.  Most  of  my  department  was  moved  to  the  Dort  Highway  plant, 
this  change  left  me  in  charge  of  Tool  and  Gauge  -Inspection  and  Gauge 
Control  at  the  Industrial  Avenue  plant.  I  was  now  In  a  small  department 
consisting  of  4  to  5  employees. 

January  7,  1942  ,  my  Superintendent  at  the  shop  recommended  me 
to  take  over  his  position  as  part  time  instructor  (two  nights  a  week)  at 
General  Motors  ^stitute  of  Technology,  teaching  the  subject  of  Dimen¬ 
sional  Control. 
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1943.  I  was  transferred  to  the  A.  C.  Dort  Highway  plant  to  super¬ 
vise  the  clerical  help  as  records  were  in  a  bad  condition.  I  managed  my 
department  at  the  Industrial  Avenue  plant  efficiently  and  I  believe  this 
was  noticed  by  my  superior  who  then  wanted  me  to  set  up  a  comparable 
system  at  the  Dort  plant.  World  War  II  was  now  in  full  swing  and  A.  C. 
Spark  Plug  employees  swelled  to  18,000  due  to  war  contracts.  A  great 
volume  of  tools  -  gauges,  fixtures,  die  castings,  purchased  parts,  etc. 
passed  through  our  department.  The  old  system  of  recording  was  not 
adequate  so  I  immediately  set  about  to  remodel  this,  in  about  two  months 
the  work  was  flowing  smoothly. 

November  11,  I  took  the  first  degree  in  the  fraternal  Order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.  George  Washington,  the  Father  of  our  Country, 
was  a  Free  Mason,  as  were  many  more  of  the  founding  fathers.  I  feel 
that  the  principles  of  Free  Masonry  have  been  a  major  factor  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  these  United  States. 

POWER  OF  MASONRY 

"No  power  under  heaven  is  strong  enough  to  overthrow  the  principles 
of  Free  Masonry.  They  are  founded  upon  the  rock  of  Truth,  Brotherly  Love, 
Service  and  Tolerance  to  all.  The  Bible  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  it 
is  a  living  book  of  Truth,  Wisdom,  and  Love.  The  Masonic  Lodge  is 
founded  upon  the  Bible,  therefore,  it  is  as  permanent  as  the  base  upon 
which  it  stands . 

"No  storm  from  without  or  within  can  shake  her  timbers.  Her  foun¬ 
dation  is  the  Masonry  of  Life,  Truth  and  Love."  -  The  Ohio  Mason 

1944.  January  1,  World  War  II  was  still  raging,  many  consumer 
items  were  rationed,  the  worst  item  was  gasoline,  new  tires  were  not 
available  to  the  average  motorist  and  the  old  had  to  be  used  long  after 
they  should  have  been  discarded.  To  get  extra  gasoline  I  had  to  drive 
the  car  to  work  and  carry  riders,  one  of  my  passengers  was  a  girl  who 
had  a  difficult  time  in  the  morning  to  be  on  time  to  ride  to  the  plant, 
this  caused  much  inconvenience. 

January  15,  I  received  a. certificate  from  A.  C.  Sparkplug  on  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  24  hour  training  course  in  "Better  Methods,"  and  on  December 
1,  I  received  a  certificate  from  the  University  of  Michigan  Engineering, 
Science  and  Management  War  Training  Center  on  completion  of  a  48  hour 
course  in  Die  Casting  Practice. 

1945.  June  2  ,  I  received  a  certificate  from  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  on 
completion  of  a  48  hour  course  in  Intensive  Management  Training. 

World  War  II  came  to  a  close  August  14,  with  the  surrender  of  the 
Japanese . 
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June  10,  Evelyn  and  1  were  Inltiaied  into  the  Order  of  The  Eastern 
Star,  #138.  October,  Evelyn  was  appointed  an  officer,  to  fill  the  chair 
of  Ruth  (one  of  the  5  star  points),  dramatizing  the  Bible  character  Ruth. 

1946.  Son  Richard  graduated  on  February  1st  from  Northern  High 
School  of  Flint.  So  far  fate  had  been  kind  to  Dick,  however,  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  the  time  had  come  to  either  enlist  or  be  drafted 
into  the  Armed  Services.  He  chose  to  enlist  in  the  Navy. 

Saturday  night,  the  2  3rd  of  February,  we  gave  a  farewell  party  for 
Dick  with  twenty-two  friends  present,  it  was  an  event  with  mixed  emotions . 
The  following  Monday  1  wrote  in  my  diary:  "Here  I  sit  at  my  desk,  ironi¬ 
cally,  I  am  smoking  a  pipe  and  writing  with  a  pen  Richard  gave  me  for 
Christmas  three  years  ago.  These  memories  mean  much  to  me  now.  In  my 
pocket  I  carry  a  pearl  handle  knife  he  gave  me  four  years  ago  for  Father's 
Day.  This  morning  Richard  left  for  mHltary  service,  we  first  took  Lois  to 
school  where  she  said  farewell  to  Dick,  then  Mom  and  I  drove  Dick  to  the 
induction  center  at  the  Mott  Foundation  Building  and  in  parting  expressed 
our  fondest  hope  for  his  safe  return.  We  told  him  we  would  wait  in  the 
car  and  if  nothing  developed  in  half  an  hour  we  would  return  home.  Five 
minutes  later  Richard  came  to  the  car  accompanied  by  two  other  enlistees  , 
they  had  been  Instructed  to  take  the  bus  to  Detroit.  We  drove  the  three 
boys  to  the  bus  station  and  there  bid  a  second  farewell.  Dick  did  not 
want  us  to  wait  till  the  bus  left,  so  we  returned  home,  I  believe  too  this 
was  the  best  way  to  part.  As  I  sit  here  and  reflect,  1  am  bewildered,  I 
do  not  seem  to  grasp  the  situation,  this  is  one  of  those  events  that  is 
above  human  understanding.  From  now  on  we  can  only  have  faith  that  all 
will  be  well  with  Dick,  we  feel  he  should  have  a  sound  foundation  from 
our  guidance,  and  so  be  capable  to  take  care  of  himself  out  in  the  world. " 

February  2  7th,  we  received  word  from  Dick  that  he  passed  his  phys¬ 
ical  OK  at  Detroit  and  was  on  the  way  to  Camp  Perry,  Virginia.  Sunday, 

May  4th,  Dick  came  home  from  Boot-Camp,  it  was  a  complete  surprise, 
he  was  in  good  spirits,  although  he  had  lost  ten  pounds.  In  October,  Mom 
visited  Dick  in  San  Francisco,  also  sister  Ruth  and  family  in  Los  Angeles, 
Mom  was  away  from  home  six  weeks  and  had  a  wonderful  trip. 

1947.  In  the  month  of  September)  Mom  and  I,  our  close  friends, 

Paul  and  Mildred  Nyberg,  took  a  trip  to  Florida,  mainly  to  visit  Dick  at 
Charlestown,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  stationed.  We  found  him  in 
good  spirits  and  it  was  a  joyous  occasion  to  be  together  for  two  days. 

Dick  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Navy  and  arrived  home  on  my 
birthday,  December  2 3rd ,  what  a  coincidence,  what  could  have  been 
better  for  a  present. 

1948.  February:  Dick  is  working  for  brother  Ingvar  in  Elgin,  serv¬ 
ing  a  Plumbing  and  Heating  apprenticeship.  Hjalmar  August  Lldberg  of 
Ludington,  Michigan,  a  close  friend  of  our  Father  and  Grandfather,  died 
May  9th.  Our  Uncle  Victor  Anderson  who  lived  in  Minnesota  died  May  10th. 
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Above  left:  1949.  Silver  Anniversary ,  the  honoied  couple  Is  flanked  by  son 
and  daughter;  money  tree  bearing  2  5  sliver  dollars  shares  table  with  ceremonial 
cake.  Right;  1942  ,  Lois  and  Dick  with  their  aunt,  Nadine,  below  left:  Vv'lNG 
SCHOOL,  a  casualty  of  "efficiency  experts."  The  one  room  school  where  the 
3  R's  were  often  learned  to  the  tune  of  a  hickory  stick.  Right:  1938,  "Growing  Up" 
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Below:  1961 

THE  MORNINGSTARS 
The  children  from  left  are 
Connie  -  Janice  -  Rhonda 
at  home  In  Flint,  Michigan 


Below:  December  1952 

YOUNG  SECOND  COUSINS 
From  left:  Janice  and  mother, 
Lois;  Laurie  and  mother,  Doris; 
Luann  and  mother,  Charlotte. 
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Charlotte  and  Dick  with  daughters,  RICHARD  CARLSON  and  CHARLOTTE  STEVENS 

Luann  and  Shirley;  and  son,  Steven  Frank.  married  January  12,  1952 


Finish  of  C'liain|iioiislii|>  lUco — Streaking  across  the  finisli  line  at  28 
miles  an  hour,  Richard  Carlson,  driving  the  little,  dark  car  at  the 
right,  defeated  Gerald  Thomas,  Class  A  champion,  by  half  a  length 


ill  the  finals  of  the  Soap  Box  Derby  .Saturday.  At  the  extreme  right 
on  the  track,  11.  F.  Howard  tpuniting),  and  Edward  VV.  Creque  are 
shown  as  they  judged  the  final  lace.  (Journal  Photos.) 


THE  WINNER 
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Family  Reunion  at  Flint,  Mich.  From  right:  Ernest  and  Evelyn  Carlson; 
their  daughter,  Lois,  and  husband,  Bemon  (Momlngstar); 
their  son,  Richard,  and  wife,  Charlotte. 
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Below:  Evelyn  and  Ernest  on  37th  anniversary,  1961.  Ernest  before  marriage. 


SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  of  ERNEST  and  EVELYN  CARLSON  (right  of  center)  celebrated  at 
Flint,  May  30,  1949.  From  left:  Helen  and  Ingvar  Carlson;  Minnie  and  Walter  Knaack 
(attendants  In  1924);  Mrs.  Montgomery,  mother  of  Evelyn;  the  couple  being  honored; 
Gladys,  sister  of  Evelyn;  Nadine  and  Axel  Carlson. 

Seated  In  foreground  from  left:  Lois,  daughter  of  Evelyn  and  Ernest;  Mildred  Nyberg 
(husband,  Paul,  was  taking  picture);  Doris,  daughter  of  Helen  and  Ingvar. 
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His  wife  (our  Aunt  Ella)  died  several  years  before,  seven  daughters  (our 
cousins)  survive.  See  brother  Axel's  story  for  more  Information  on  these 
relatives . 

1949.  January  2  6,  daughter  Lois  graduated  from  Northern  High 
School.  Good  luck  and  best  wishes  to  her  for  the  future.  She  Is  continu¬ 
ing  her  business  training  at  Felt  and  Tarrant  Comptometer  School. 

March  30,  1949,  we  bought  the  equipment  of  the  Civic  Park  Coffee 
Shop  which  Is  located  two  blocks  away  from  our  home,  across  from  the 
Civic  Park  Public  School,  the  cost  was  $1800.  Lois  had  tried  diligently 
to  find  employment  after  graduation  but  was  unsuccessful,  the  economic 
condition  at  Flint  and  over  most  of  the  United  States  was  In  a  recession. 
Lois  wanted  Mom  and  1  to  buy  the  restaurant  as  a  paying  investment,  I 
also  thought  It  would  be  an  education  for  all  of  us.  Even  if  the  venture 
was  unprofitable.  It  could  not  be  a  total  loss. 

May  30,  1949,  Mom  and  I  celebrated  our  2  5th  Wedding  Anniversary. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Knaak,  our  attendants  when  married,  came  from 
Elgin,  as  did  brothers  Ingvar  and  Axel  and  their  wives.  We  were  presented 
with  a  money  tree  on  which  was  hung  2  5  silver  dollars.  It  was  nice  for 
ail  of  us  to  get  together,  our  guests  numbered  about  thirty. 

My  total  gross  wage  for  the  year  1949  was  $4388.44. 

May  2  7,  1950,  Lois  was  married  to  Bemon  Ebble  Momingstar  at 
7:00  o'clock  In  the  evening.  As  Lois  and  I  walked  down  the  aisle  with 
its  white  carpet,  I  was  filled  with  mixed  emotions,  both  happy  and  sad. 
However,  we  are  happy  to  welcome  Bemon  into  our  family  circle.  Best 
Wishes,  Good  Luck,  and  may  God  Bless  this  union. 

The  following  account  appeared  In  the  Flint  Journal  Newspaper: 

"Lois  J.  Carlson  and  Bemon  E.  Momingstar  took  their  places  before 
the  altar  in  Oak  Park  Methodist  Church  Saturday  evening,  where  they 
were  married  by  the  Rev.  Marshall  Hoyt,  200  guests  attending. 

"Preceding  the  bride  down  the  aisle  were  her  attendants,  Ruth  E. 
Farver  (maid  of  honor),  Virginia  Bearinger  and  Doris  V.  Carlson,  the  latter 
a  cousin  from  Elgin,  Illinois.  The  bridesmaids  wore  marquisette  gowns 
In  pastel  shades  of  pink,  yellow,  and  blue,  respectively  with  hats  of 
matching  net.  In  their  arms  they  carried  feathered  carnations  In  crescent 
shapes  in  shades  to  harmonize  with  their  gowns. 

"The  bride's  gown  was  of  Alencons  lace,  the  bodice  scalloped  to 
the  net  yoke,  and  the  skirt  of  net  ending  in  a  court  train.  She  wore  lace 
mitts  and  carried  a  crescent  bouquet  of  white  gladioli,  valley  lilies  and 
stephanotis  surrounding  white  butterfly  orchids.  Her  veil  of  fingertip 
length  was  held  by  a  bridal  tiara. 
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"Assisting  his  brother  as  best  man  was  Vernal  Momingstar  while 
James  D.  Bearinger/  brother-in-law  of  the  bridegroom/  and  Richard  A. 
Carlson,  brother  of  the  bride,  seated  the  guests. 

"For  a  honeymoon  trip  to  northern  Michigan,  the  bride  wore  a  navy 
suit  with  navy  taffeta  hat  and  white  accessories .  The  bridegroom  attended 
Greenville  College  and  Central  Michigan  College." 

September  25,  we  bought  a  lake  cottage  on  McCaslln  Lake  Road, 
near  Argentine ,  Michigan,  the  post  office  address  is  Linden.  The  price 
was  $2900.00.  The  lake  view  from  the  sun  room  v/as  a  beautiful  picture. 

My  wage  for  1950  was  $6308.86  before  deductions. 

April  21,  1951,  brother  Ingvar's  daughter  Doris  was  married  to 
Robert  Survant.  Lois  and  Bemon  accompanied  Mom  and  I  to  Elgin  to  vsdt- 
ness  the  ceremony.  At  the  reception  we  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  Dick's 
girl  friend,  Charlotte  Stevens,  for  the  first  time. 

November  1,  we  sold  the  coffee  shop  and  incurred  a  slight  loss, 
however,  through  its  operation  we  received  an  education  in  human  rela¬ 
tions  . 


1952  .  January  12,  son  Richard  was  united  inmarrlage  to  Charlotte 
Stevens,  at  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Flint,  with  Lois  and  Bemon  as 
their  attendants.  Charlotte's  former  home  was  at  St.  Charles,  Illinois. 
She  is  employed  as  a  beauty  operator. 

Following  the  reception  held  in  the  church  parlors,  they  spent 
several  days  at  our  lake  cottage,  later  leaving  for  Niagara  Falls  and 
Buffalo  where  they  visited  Charlotte's  sister  and  brother-in-law.  We  are 
happy  to  welcome  Charlotte  into  our  family  circle.  Best  Wishes,  Good 
Luck  and  may  God  Bless  this  union. 

Flint,  May  3,  1952  ,  a  daughter  was  bom  to  Lois  and  Bemon,  her 
name  is  Janice  Elaine.  Welcome,  Janice,  Grandma  and  I  wish  you  Good 
Luck  and  Best  Wishes  for  an  enjoyable  life  of  Love  and  Service . 

December  19,  a  daughter  named  Luann  was  bom  to  Charlotte  and 
Richard  at  Sherman  Hospital  in  Elgin.  Welcome,  Luann,  Grandma  and  I 
wish  you  Good  Luck  and  Best  Wishes  for  an  enjoyable  life  of  Love  and 
Service . 

1953,  November  18,  Evelyn  received  a  certificate  from  Flint  Junior 
College  on  completion  of  a  course  in  Retail  Sales.  While  on  a  visit  to 
sister  Ruth  in  California,  Bemon  negotiated  the  sale  of  our  home  at  2301 
Humboldt  for  $11,500.  Upon  our  return  we  became  very  busy  at  moving 
belongings  to  the  Momlngstars  where  we  planned  to  stay  until  we  pur¬ 
chased  another  home. 
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March,  1954.  We  purchased  a  new  home  at  2  419  Tuscola  for 
$12 ,600. 

May  6,  Lois  and  Bemon  became  proud  parents  of  a  baby  daughter 
named  Rhonda  Kay,  bom  at  McLaren  Hospital  in  Flint.  Welcome,  Rhonda, 
Grandma  and  I  wish  you  Good  Luck  and  Best  Wishes  for  an  enjoyable  life 
of  Love  and  Service. 

July  7,  Charlotte  and  Richard  are  the  proud  parents  of  a  baby  boy, 
his  name  is  Steven  Frank,  bom  at  Sherman  Hospital  in  Elgin.  Welcome, 
Steven  Frank,  Grandma  and  I  wish  you  Good  Luck  and  Best  Wishes  for  an 
enjoyable  life  of  Love  and  Service. 

1955.  My  gross  wages  were  ,$6816.58.  Evelyn  has  been  working 
in  the  Drapery  Department  at  Smith  Bridgman's  and  her  earnings  were 
$  1948 . 13  ,  making  a  grand  total  of  $8764 .71. 

1957.  In  April  we  bought  an  RCA  Color  Television  set  for  $650.00. 

May  13,  Charlotte  and  Richard  are  parents  to  a  third  child,  her 
name  is  Shirley  Louise,  bom  at  Sherman  Hospital  in  Elgin.  Welcome, 
Shirley,  and  may  your  life  here  on  earth  be  filled  with  Joy  and  Service  to 
mankind.  Good  Luck  and  Best  Wishes. 

In  July,  sister  Ruth,  daughter  Orlene,  brother  Axel  and  wife  Nadine, 
visited  us  for  several  days.  These  were  happy  days  for  all  of  us,  most 
of  the  time  was  spent  at  our  lake  cottage. 

August.  My  friend.  Attorney  Austin  Hansen,  invited  Evelyn  and  I 
to  spend  our  vacation  at  their  seashore  apartment  at  Marathon  Shores  on 
the  Florida  Keys,  we  were  there  for  11  days,  it  was  a  fine  experience. 

October  4,  Russia  launched  a  satellite  that  weighed  180  pounds. 

It  is  circling  the  earth  in  an  orbit  about  560  miles  above  the  earth.  Radio 
signals  are  being  received  from  the  satellite,  it  is  called  Sputnik.  This 
event  has  ushered  in  the  Space  Age. 

On  Saturday,  April  18,  1958,  at  two  a.  m.  we  were  awakened  by  a 
phone  call  from  Lucy  Hedblade,  she  informed  us  that  Evelyn's  stepfather 
had  died.  Tlie  following  is  the  account  as  it  appeared  on  the  front  page 
of  the  Elgin  Dally  Courier-News: 

"William  Montgomery,  65,  pensioned  Elgin  policeman  and  guard  at 
the  First  National  Bank  for  the  past  10  years,  died  unexpectedly  of  a 
heart  attack  early  today  in  his  home. 

"'Monty',  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  had  suffered  several  previous 
attacks,  the  most  recent  coming  two  weeks  ago,  he  had  since  returned  to 
work  at  the  bank. 


393 


f, 


« 


i 


o 


ft’ 


S 


% 


i-..'  •* 

lot  etooBt/r  61  fS  tft  •moh  W9lf  a  bsaAtfoii/q  eW 

■■'  <*-  r. 


,  r 

^261  \1fQfAM 

•  .  ►OOd»Si2, 

"  1  I.Sff  lilt  ‘ 


lAirlQUSb  ^dad  a  lo  einaiaq  bx/oiq  am60»d  nomefl  bns  aioJ  «9  yaM 
abnortW  ,9mooIaW  .lain  nl  IcUqaoH  naiivIoM  }a  mod  »y<01  abnorffl  baman 
oltl  efdayolna'lfB  lol  aartaiW  lai^is  bna  XouJ  booO  uoy  rfetw  I  bne  ambnaiO 

.aolvieS  bna  avoj.lo 


.yod  yde»^  c  ejnaibq  bi/oiq  afl»  at  a  btaff9l5!  bna  anoliwO  yliil 
^aoKToIaW  .nl^l3  nl  I^lqeoH  na<tne(13  is  mod  .dnsfl  navoiB  al  araan  airf^ 
ftp  lot  eodalW  iaafl  bns  dou.I  booO  woy  dotw  I  bns  aoibnaiO' ,  inaril  naveiB 
^  ^  .aolvisS  bna  avoJ  lo  atil  eldayotna 

,*'•  ‘  -  ,fcA  ^  ,,.f 

cnidiow  naad  sad  n\'l«v3  . 82 .9189^,  aiaw  eai^sw  aaoip  yM  .8961 

aiaw  aprtlmsa  isd  bns  b*nuiagUjS  fblftiS  is  inamrxsqaQ  yiaqaia  sdi  ni 
» ^  .  Ml  lo  IcloJ  b(T«i9  a  pnidara  ^Ci  .B^€18 

WHMII  ?' 

.00.0898  lol  Jaa  oolttvalaT  loioO  AOft  ns  idipuod  9W  iliqA  nf  .^861 

18(1  ^bJirlo  bntdf  a  oi  irnd-iaq  sis  biarioiil  bna  aiioliaiO  ^€I  yaM 
«8(nool9W  ,nl];>in  ni  lailqaoH  nsnnofiS  ia  mod  .siluoJ  yalili^  ii  amen 
oi  80ivi88  bna  yo(  dilw  baiill  ad  diiaa  oo  aiad  alii  luoy  yaoi  bna'i^yaliidS 

.eadiitW  iaafl  bns  doiU  booO  .bni;(nsm 

vsnlbaM  allw  bus  laxA  ladKnd  .snaliO  lairiQciab  ^diuH  laieia  lylid  rd 

seom  ;eu  lo  iia  lol  -eysb  yqqsd  aiaw  asaifT  .«yab  iciavaa  lolvtu  bailtiv 
V  .apaiioo  ajlei  wo  la  inaqa  saw  amil  adi  io 

I  bna  rryiovG  baiivnl  ^natnaH  nlfauA  ya/notfA  (bnalil  yM  .isi/puA 
no  aaiodS  nodJatsM  ia  inamliaqa  aioiiasaa  iladi  la  noliaoav  luo  bnaqc  o) 
.Bonaliaqxa  anil  a  savr  ii  .ayab  11  lot  aiedi  aiaw  aw  ttysX  ablion  adi 

*  1 

.ebnuoq  081  bedplaw  iadi  ailiiafae  a  badomiai  sliaidl  ladoioO 
olb6>l  .  (tiiaa  adi  avoda  aaiioi  098  iuoda  ildio  na  nl  diiaa  adi  pnlloilo  si  il 
eirfT  .i(JniiK]8  ballso  li  ft  latlllaiaa  adi  mcnl  bavlaoai  pnlad  aia  aienpla 

.apA  aosqB  adi  ni  baiadeu  asd  inava 


a  yd  bana^lawa  aiaw  aw  .rn.a  owl  fs  «88€I  »6I  XliqA  ^ysbiuisd  nO 
ladislqaia  e'nytav3  isdf  tii  baanolnl  adt  ^abaidbaK  yoiU  moil  lias  anodq 
apaq  inoil  adi  no  bmaaqqc  ft  as  inuoooa  adi  ai  pnlwollol  aifT  ^balb  bad 

tawaM-i^vioO  yLteQ  nlplS  adJ  lo 

V 

ia  bisi/p  bna  nsmaolioq  mpia  banotanaq  ,89  ,yiamop}aoM  maUUW" 

a  lo  ylbaioaqxanu  balb  laisay  01  ]at>q  adi  lol  dnc8  lanoliaM  iail3  adi 

.amod  aid  nl  yabof  yiiaa  doafia  fiaad 

i.i 

auolvaiq  laiavaa  bmallua  bad  ^nwond  ylialllmal  saw  ad  as  /yfnoM*** 
cl  bamiiioi  oonla  bad  ad  ,op6  aiaaw  owi  palaicio  inaoai  laom  adi  ^adoaifa 

.^nsd  adi  ia  jI'iow 


j'lB  '  .  . 


"Monty  was  bom  at  Sleepy  Eye,  Minnesota,  June  14,  1892  ,  and 
had  been  a  resident  of  Elgin  for  the  last  38  years.  He  retired  from  the 
Police  Department  May  1,  1947,  after  serving  22  years.  Monty  was  a 
veteran  of  World  War  1,  serving  in  Germany  for  2  years." 

Monty  was  most  always  Jovial  and  loved  to  Joke  and  poke  fun.  He 
was  very  fond  of  Richard  and  Lois.  He  had  many  friends  because  of  his 
amiable  nature,  he  was  a  first-rate  police  officer. 

Thanks,  Monty,  for  all  you  have  done  for  us,  your  passing  is  a 
great  loss  to  all  concerned. 

"Peace  and  may  God  Bless" 

After  attending  the  funeral  service  Lois,  Bemon  and  I  returned  to 
Flint  on  Tuesday,  April  23,  Evelyn  stayed  with  Mother  Montgomery  for  a 
couple  weeks  to  help  her  adjust  to  the  change. 

October  10,  1958.  On  this  day  we  were  gratified  by  a  new  addition 
to  the  Momingstars,  her  name  is  Connie  Lynn,  bom  at  McLaren  Hospital 
in  Flint  at  1:2  9  a.  m.  Another  daughter,  Rhonda,  is  staying  with  Mom  and 
1.  Baby  Connie  has  dark  hair  and  lots  of  It,  she  appears  to  have  an  ex¬ 
cellent  start  In  this  world.  Grandma  and  Grandpa  welcome  you  with  Good 
Luck  and  Best  Wishes  for  a  life  of  Love  and  Service. 

1959.  Richard  and  family  were  here  over  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
We  have  been  alternating  our  Christmas  visits  between  our  daughter  and 
our  son  since  they  were  married.  Christmas  is  the  main  event  of  the  year 
for  all  of  us,  the  spirit  of  giving  makes  us  feel  more  alive  as  witnessed 
by  all  the  smiles,  kisses  and  handshakes.  The  gifts  being  mere  tokens 
symbolizing  the  Christ  Spirit. 

February  8.  Evelyn  and  I  Joined  the  Woodside  Church  of  Flint.  It 
is  interdenominational. 

August  6.  A  contract  was  signed  for  the  sale  of  our  lake  cottage, 
the  price  was  $5800.00.  W'e  have  had  many  good  times  at  the  cottage, 
and  to  part  with  it  after  nine  years  was  something  like  a  funeral.  We  had 
spacious  grounds  with  shade,  a  floating  raft  for  diving  and  a  sandy  beach 
with  clean  water.  However,  we  had  grown  tired  of  the  work  Involved, 
also  Lois  and  Bemon  had  acquired  an  18  foot  power  boat  and  wished  to 
experience  more  spacious  waters. 

Friday,  September  2  5,  1959  .  At  3:00  a.  m.  we  were  awakened  by 
a  phone  call  from  Evelyn's  sister  Lucy  in  Elgin,  she  told  us  that  Mother 
Montgomery  had  passed  away  at  2:45  a.  m.  to  that  place  "Not  made  by 
hands  ,  Eternal  in  the  Heavens  .  " 
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The  following  obituary  appeared  In  the  Elgin  Daily  Courier-News: 
"Mrs.  William  (Emma)  Montgomery,  80,  died  today  in  Hillcrest  Nursing 
dome  following  an  extended  Illness.  She  was  bom  in  Hanover  Township 
east  of  Elgin)  on  March  18,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Anna  Landwehr 
Herman.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  Eastern 
)tar.  Women's  Relief  Corps,  V.F.W.  Auxiliary,  and  Women  of  the  Moose. 

"Mrs.  Montgomery  was  the  widow  of  William  Montgomery,  a  retired 
)ollceman  and  former  guard  at  the  First  National  Bank.  She  was  preceded 
n  death  by  her  first  husband,  Julius  Beyer,  in  1918,  and  a  son  Lester,  in 
1.910.  Survivors  Include  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Ernest  (Lucy)  Hedblade  of 
^Igln,  Mrs.  Gladys  Piedlow  of  Aurora ,  Illinois,  and  Mrs.  Ernest  (Evelyn) 
:::arlson  of  Flint,  Michigan;  three  sons,  Erwin,  William  and  Vernon  Beyer; 

L3  grandchildren,  2  6  great-grandchildren,  and  2  great-great-grandchildren." 

Funeral  services  were  held  with  Rev.  Walter  R.  Herbom,  pastor  of 
loly  Trinity  Church  officiating,  burial  was  in  Bluff  City  Cemetery. 

Lois  and  baby  Connie  came  to  the  funeral  via  plane  to  O'Hare  Field, 

I  friend  and  I  picked  them  up  by  auto,  returning  to  Elgin  in  time  for  the 
uneral . 

Evelyn  and  I  are  deeply  grateful  for  all  the  help  we  received  from 
4other  Montgomery,  surely  there  will  be  a  reward  for  all  those  sacrifices 
nd  good  deeds  bestowed  upon  us. 

"Peace  and  may  God  Bless" 

June  16,  1960.  I  completed  25  years  of  continuous  service  at  A.  C. 
'.park  Plug,  Division  of  General  Motors,  10  years  in  the  Tool  and  Gauge 
nspectlon  Department  and  15  years  in  the  Engineering  Model  Department. 

September.  Evelyn  was  elected  Treasure  of  East  Central  District, 
41chigan  State  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs,  serving  9  counties  and  83 
dubs  with  a  total  membership  of  3,064. 

October  25.  We  bought  a  stereo  tape  recorder,  the  purchase  was 
lalnly  for  testing  tone  quality  in  a  violin.  I  have  been  experimenting 
itermittently  for  the  past  2  years  on  improving  tone  quality  in  the  violin. 

1  this  effort  I  have  started  to  organize  a  violin  shop  in  our  basement .  The 
bjective  is  to  produce  an  Instrument  that  has  the  combined  qualities  of 
ower,  mellowness,  roundness  of  tone,  delicacy,  free  vibration,  a  noble 
nd  penetrating  voice.  At  this  time  I  have  12  violins,  1  viola,  and  1 
landolln . 

November  7,  was  the  most  critical  day  of  my  life,  ten  minutes  be- 
Dre  starting  work  at  the  shop  during  the  noon  hour,  I  was  stricken  with  a 
oronary  heart  attack.  I  was  unconscious  about  5  minutes.  On  arrival  of 
n  ambulance  I  was  administered  oxygen  and  taken  to  St.  Joseph  Hospital 
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located  near  our  home,  Mom  and  Lois  arrived  there  in  about  2  0  minutes. 

November  21.  Dick  and  Charlotte  and  children  were  here  to  cele¬ 
brate  Thanksgiving  Day,  I  enjoyed  their  visit  to  see  me  at  the  hospital, 

I  waved  to  Luann ,  Steven  and  Shirley  from  my  window  on  the  fourth  floor . 

December  7,  I  came  home  from  the  hospital  by  ambulance,  still 
very  weak,  I  had  been  confined  one  month. 

1961.  Richard  and  Charlotte  have  health,  happiness  and  prosper¬ 
ity.  The  children,  Luann  9  years  of  age,  Steven  7,  and  Shirley  4,  are 
healthy  and  show  much  promise  for  the  future.  They  are  expecting  their 
fourth  child  in  May,  1962  .  Charlotte  has  beauty  shop  equipment  Installed 
in  their  home  and  has  continued  with  hair  styling  on  a  part-time  basis, 
however,  because  of  the  pressure  of  family  duties  this  activity  has  been 
gradually  tapering  off  so  this  operation  is  now  almost  at  a  standstill. 

Dick  has  been  successful  with  his  Plumbing  and  Heating  business,  it  is 
named,  Richard  A.  Carlson  —  Plumbing  and  Heating  Contractor. 

Lois  and  Bemon  also  are  blessed  with  health,  prosperity  and  happi¬ 
ness.  The  children,  Janice  9  years,  Rhonda  7,  and  Connie  3,  show  much 
promise  for  the  future.  Bemon  is  continually  expanding  his  Bookkeeping 
Business,  his  corporation  accounting  is  on  a  limited  basis.  Lois  keeps  a 
part-time  domestic  employee  so  she  can  aid  Bemon  in  the  office. 

In  assessing  our  general  status,  I  am  convinced  we  have  much  to 
be  thankful  for. 

In  July,  1961,  Axel  and  Nadine  came  here  for  a  visit  which  we  refer 
to  as  a  seminar,  we  had  corresponded  once  and  sometimes  twice  a  week 
for  nearly  a  year  in  the  interest  of  this  recording  project.  Before  they 
returned,  we  were  invited  on  an  outing  by  Lois  and  Bemon.  They  own  an 
"Owens"  2  7  foot  cabin  cruiser  powered  by  twin  engines  rated  at  100  H.P. 
each  and  wanted  to  take  Axel  and  Nadine  on  a  cruise  into  the  open  waters 
of  Saginaw  Bay.  With  Axel  at  the  helm  part  of  the  time,  we  set  a  course 
over  the  choppy  waters  to  a  point  some  eight  miles  out  where  two  foreign 
ships  lay  at  anchor.  The  choppy  water  at  that  point  precluded  further 
distance  from  land.  Inward  bound,  Lois  served  coffee  and  snacks  from 
the  galley  to  grossly  stimulated  appetites.  The  cruiser  has  a  "head", 
refrigerator  and  necessary  accommodations  to  host  6  people  comfortably 
over  night.  Bemon  believes  his  craft  is  "worthy"  of  crossing  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  under  normal  conditions .  I  know  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  guests 
in  stating  we  treasure  this  experience  on  the  Momlngstar  yacht. 

With  reference  to  my  health,  my  heart  attack  came  on  November  7, 
1960,  and  the  next  six  months  were  consumed  in  convalescing.  On  May 
5,  1961,  I  went  to  the  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  Co.  personnel  office  for  induction 
and  was  reinstated,  however,  on  going  back  to  my  former  job  I  had  over¬ 
estimated  the  extent  of  my  recovery  and  found  the  days  were  too  long, 
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::au3tng  both  mental  and  physical  fatigue.  I  became  depressed  on  June 
17th,  when  at  the  shop  I  grew  very  weak  and  was  taken  home.  On  ex¬ 
amination  it  was  found  that  my  blood  had  been  unduly  thinned  by  over- 
Joses  of  the  drug,  dicumeral,  taken  as  prescribed  by  the  doctor.  I  was 
ordered  to  the  hospital  for  tests  and  observation  which  continued  for  six 
Jays.  It  was  evident  then  that  I  might  be  forced  to  accept  early  retlre- 
nent. 


August,  1961.  Part  of  our  vacation  was  spent  in  Elgin,  while 
diere  we  three  brothers  worked  on  and  made  plans  for  this  Genealogy 
Book.  We  called  on  Trygve  Rovelstad,  a  sculptor,  who  lives  near  our 
Did  homestead  on  Ryerson  Avenue,  and  engaged  him  to  sculptor  and  have 
Dur  Family  Coat  of  Arms  (Wankif)  cast  in  bronze.  At  this  time  and  after 
nuch  deliberation  it  was  decided  that  our  Genealogy  Book  shall  be  titled 
"This  Is  Our  Life." 

December.  Lois  and  family  with  Mom  and  I  motored  to  Elgin  and 
celebrated  Christmas  with  Richard  and  his  family,  and  as  usual  we  visited 
A^ith  many  of  our  relatives.  I  spent  several  days  at  brother  Axel's  home 
/vhere  we  worked  and  checked  plans  again  for  this  book. 

March,  1962  .  As  I  have  not  felt  strong  enough  to  resume  work  at 
:he  A.  C.  Spark  Plug  plant,  a  decision  was  made  to  accept  permanent 
Jlsablllty  until  such  time  as  I  am  equal  to  the  task. 

April.  Axel  and  wife  Nadine  arrived  here  in  Flint  for  a  visit,  they 
brought  the  first  copy  of  the  Family  Coat  of  Arms  which  is  cast  in  bronze 
and  framed  in  oak.  Registration  number  1993,  Riddarhuset  . . .  House  of 
Nobility  . . .  (College  of  Heralds),  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  Coat  of  Arms 
"GRIPENBJELKE"  is  a  work  of  art  and  is  now  registered  in  the  copyright 
office  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C.  (given  number  GV- 
34824).  In  pursuance  thereof  it  was  mandatory  for  one  of  our  names  to 
appear  on  the  plaque.  Axel  and  I  decided  that  brother  Ingvar  should  be 
given  this  honor  as  he  is  the  eldest  of  us  boys. 

Wednesday,  May  30th  at  3;30  p.  m.  we  received  a  telephone  caU 
from  Dick  informing  us  that  he  had  taken  Charlotte  to  the  hospital  and 
was  waiting  for  the  new  baby  to  arrive.  At  six  o'clock  Charlotte  phoned 
and  told  us  the  sad  news  that  the  baby  was  bom  dead.  Lois,  Mom  and 
I  decided  we  were  needed  at  Dick's  household  under  these  circumstances 
and  made  immediate  plans  to  drive  to  Elgin.  An  account  of  this  trying 
experience  appeared  in  the  Elgin  Courier-News; 

"PAULA  MARY  CARLSON,  Infant  daughter  of  Richard  and  Charlotte 
Carlson,  1545  Larkin  Avenue,  died  at  birtla  Wednesday  in  Sherman 
Hospital.  Private  graveside  services  were  held  Tfiursday  after¬ 
noon  at  Lake  Street  Memorial  Park,  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Schenk, 
pastor  of  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  officiating.  Besides  the 
parents,  survivors  include  a  brother,  Steven;  two  sisters,  Luann 
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and  Shirley;  maternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Stevens 

of  Stevens  Road,  rural  Elgin,  and  paternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Ernest  A.  Carlson  of  Flint,  Michigan." 

For  several  months  we  had  looked  forward  to  making  this  Journey 
to  see  our  latest  grandchild,  we  feel  this  loss  keenly  but  will  not  ques¬ 
tion  actions  of  a  Divine  nature. 

Our  trip  this  time  was  extended  to  two  weeks ,  most  of  the  time  was 
spent  with  Axel  at  his  home  in  finalizing  details  relative  to  expediting 
completion  of  this  book.  At  this  time  it  appears  that  very  little  remains 
to  be  done,  but  we  have  learned  as  time  passes  that  we  have  acquired 
better  knowledge  so  that  Improvement  never  ends ,  and  in  finality  we  are 
loathe  to  admit  it  is  "the  best  we  can  do." 

The  normal  maximum  height  of  our  physical  stamina  curve  is  reached 
at  the  age  of  35,  intelligence  leading  to  conservatism  comes  with  lowered 
energy  after  age  40.  I  have  now  passed  my  57th  birthday  and  vhlle  I  am 
conscious  of  my  handicap,  I  am  Intensely  Interested  in  the  future  that 
lies  before  me,  my  offspring  and  their  descendants.  My  57  years  to  date 
bear  witness  to  a  resplendent  past,  which  it  would  seem  could  not  be 
equaled  again  in  the  future.  Our  Grandfather  Gustaf  Relnhold  in  a  similar 
declaration,  stated  in  his  writing  of  1893  ,  "If  those  who  died  fifty  years 
before  could  see  the  transformation  of  the  last  half  century,  they  could 
not  believe  their  eyes."  Granddad  had  seen  the  application  of  steam 
engines  to  their  greatest  potential  before  the  turn  of  the  century.  As  a 
boy  he  heard  the  townspeople  of  Gamleby,  Sweden,  tell  with  amazement 
of  ships  that  were  propelled  by  fire.  In  America  he  saw  the  replacement 
of  horse-drawn  streetcars  by  those  powered  with  an  overhead  electric 
cable,  and  saw  the  internal  combustion  engine  forge  to  the  front,  leading 
to  mass  production  of  automobiles  in  1903  .  As  a  greenhorn  he  helped  con¬ 
struct  railways  in  a  pioneering  environment. 

Yes,  the  nineteenth  century  was  a  great  era  when  technological 
advancement  in  electricity,  telephone  and  telegraph,  dynamite  and  anes¬ 
thetics  came  into  being,  but  the  greatest  contribution  came  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  application  of  the  steam  engine,  which  was  the  first  mechanization 
to  release  man  for  greater  pursuits  in  the  succeeding  century.  In  this 
twentieth  century,  we  find  aerodynamics  and  the  airplane,  electronics 
and  chemistry  largely  responsible  for  our  progress  to  date.  In  this  year 
1962  ,  by  my  humble  appralsal^never  before  have  young  people  had  so 
much  to  be  thankful  for,  yet  they  are  plagued  with  the  same  uncertainties 
of  family  economic  security  as  the  generations  past.  Our  standard  of 
living  has  risen,  but  in  the  process  the  pace  has  quickened  and  in  the 
final  analysis  there  is  little  choice  between  the  simpler  living  of  1862 
and  the  haste  of  1962  . 

When  I  was  bom  in  1904,  few  folks  had  heard  of  an  automobile,  I 
recall  seeing  my  first  auto  in  1910.  These  horseless  carriages  were  not 
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readily  accepted  by  the  equine  set,  and  it  became  an  everyday  spectacle 
to  watch  frightened  horses  run  crazily  down  the  street,  wrecking  the  wa¬ 
gon  or  buggy  in  their  flight.  The  first  traffic  signal  that  I  recall  was 
/vhen  a  man  stood  in  front  of  his  horse,  held  him  by  the  bridle  with  one 
land  and  motioned  with  the  other  to  the  automobile  driver  that  it  was  safe 
to  pass . 

The  Wright  Brothers  successfully  flew  the  first  airplane  at  Kitty 
Hawk  in  December  of  1903,  a  year  before  I  was  bom.  I  saw  my  first  air¬ 
plane  in  1911,  on  the  4th  of  July,  when  there  was  a  big  celebration  of  the 
million  dollar  harbor  at  Ludington,  it  was  a  hydroplane  type  (before  run¬ 
ways  at  airports).  At  the  "opera  house"  we  saw  movies  (silent)  with 
Drchestra  accompaniment,  but  at  the  five  cent  shows  only  piano  accom¬ 
paniment  provided  the  sound  effects. 

Electronics  and  "Talkies"  came  with  the  Invention  of  the  vacuum 
tube  in  the  early  twenties.  I  have  told  you  about  our  "home-made"  radio 
sets  in  1922  .  In  1946,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  first  home  tele¬ 
vision  at  brother  Axel's  home.  His  set,  with  10  inch  screen,  was  one  of 
the  early  receivers  in  Elgin,  I  recall  station  WGN  made  their  first  tele¬ 
cast  that  evening.  In  April  of  19  57,  we  were  among  the  first  to  own  a 
color  television  receiver. 

On  browsing  into  Grandfather's  recording,  I  find  he  joined  the  brick¬ 
layers  union  in  Chicago  on  February  15,  1893,  and  later  became  a  charter 
member  of  the  new  Elgin  local  on  April  2  7,  1901.  With  interest  I  note  his 
reference  to  tl;e  depression  of  1893  ,  quote:  We  moved  to  obtain  cheaper 
rent,  we  now  pay  4  dollars  for  three  rooms  for  one  month.  Also  I  note  that 
Grandmother,  while  left  alone  in  Sweden  in  1893,  sold  "Hammarslund , " 
Father's  birthplace,  for  the  sum  of  1000  crowns  or  the  equivalent  of  about 
300  dollars  in  American  money  of  that  era.  My  color  television  receiver 
cost  me  650  dollars,  this  comparison  is  not  valid  as  the  money  I  used  was 
drastically  inflated.  Economically  the  year  1900  was  a  good  year  for 
Grandfather,  he  earned  40  cents  per  hour  at  laying  brick,  today  the  rate 
is  $4,40.  All  things  are  relative  in  making  contrasts. 

My  two  score  and  seventeen  years  have  been  wrought  with  great 
revelations,  as  a  lad  I  have  attended  the  one-room  country  school  with 
four  or  five  pupils  in  a  class,  now  teaching  in  many  Instances  is  "piped" 
via  electronics  from  the  classroom  to  shut-ins  at  home,  and  a  plane  fly¬ 
ing  overhead  acting  as  a  broadcasting  station  is  now  beaming  lessons  to 
thousands  of  students  in  classrooms  simultaneously. 

Through  the  media  of  television  originating  in  educational  institu¬ 
tions,  it  would  appear  that  an  adult  can  acquire  the  equivalent  of  a  college 
B.  A.  Degree  without  leaving  the  living  room.  Grandfather  was  born  in 
1848,  he  had  no  formal  education,  I  pause  to  reflect  on  his  potentiality  if 
he  had  been  afforded  this  opportunity  for  knowledge. 
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After  World  War  II  ended  in  1945,  this  country  entered  into  what  has 
been  called  the  "Nuclear  Age"  whereby  nuclear  power  is  being  adapted 
to  civilian  use  as  well  as  missiles  and  rocketry.  It  is  stated  that  both 
Russia  and  the  United  States  currently  possess  nuclear  bombs  of  a  mag¬ 
nitude  whereby  one  bomb  has  more  devastlng  force  than  all  explosives 
heretofore  fired  in  all  wars  combined.  Their  potential  is  so  fearsome 
that  neither  country  dares  to  use  them  beyond  propaganda  (cold  war)  pur¬ 
poses,  still  the  threat  exists  of  accidental  implementation. 

Looking  out  of  our  kitchen  window  and  about  300  yards  distance  I 
can  see  a  newly  constructed  "Radio  Active  Fallout  Shelter"  used  as  a 
display,  it  is  made  of  heavy  gauge  steel.  Some  folks  are  purchasing 
them  on  the  belief  that  it  is  better  to  play  safe  than  be  sorry.  The  shel¬ 
ters  are  recommended  to  be  buried  three  feet  below  grade.  It  would  seem 
a  great  waste  of  money  if  never  used,  the  possibility  of  actual  need  is 
very  remote . 

Ckjncurrently  with  the  "Nuclear  Age"  we  have  also  the  "Space  Age." 
The  objective  of  nuclear  weapons  is  concrete,  the  destruction  of  man 
while  engaged  in  war.  The  goal  of  our  Space  vehicles  is  abstract,  the 
sums  spent  and  appropriated  in  pursuit  of  this  program  are  as  astronomical 
as  the  heights  to  be  transcended. 

The  thrust  into  outer  space  of  satellites,  vehicles,  missiles,  and 
Interplanetary  exploring  spheres  is  the  beginning  of  another  epoch  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  We  are  now  not  only  probing  the  mysteries  of  this 
world,  but  also  the  unlimited  distances  and  mysteries  of  the  universe. 
Much  of  the  great  mass  of  knowledge  that  is  being  acquired  from  our  space 
program  is  being  plowed  back  into  consumer  products  as  a  means  to  further 
energize  our  economy. 

Scientists  are  speaking  of  dial-less  televlsionphones ,  typewriters 
that  take  dictation,  computers  that  talk,  and  the  utilization  of  winds, 
tides  and  cosmic  energy .  They  claim  a  minute  degree  of  success  in  trans¬ 
forming  Inorganic  matter  into  organic  matter . thereby  attempting  to 

"conquer"  nature,  of  which  a  human  is  also  a  product.  The  current  ex¬ 
periments,  prophecies  and  fantasies  make  life  the  most  exciting  and  in¬ 
secure  of  all  times.  Plainly  speaking,  -  culture  is  supposed  to  be  the 

appreciation  and  understanding  of  things  around  us,  however,  artists  are 
depicting  these  times  of  rapid  change  and  confusion  by  "abstract  art"  .... 
a  departure  which  is  devoid  of  reality  and  mostly  a  guessing  game. 

In  February  of  this  year,  1962  ,  a  space  vehicle  was  launched  with 
a  man  Inside  at  the  controls,  he  was  Lieut.  John  Glenn,  a  40  year  old 
astronaut,  he  orbited  the  earth  three  times  and  was  successfully  returned 
without  injury.  The  ultimate  objective  is  to  make  a  much  larger  craft  to 
carry  several  men  who  after  several  days  will  land  upon  the  moon  in  an 
upright  position,  and  who  will  after  exploration  be  able  to  project  them¬ 
selves  beyond  the  moon's  gravitation  back  to  this  earth. 
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July  10,  1962  .  A  satellite  named  Telstar  was  launched  into  orbit 
by  private  enterprise,  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 
Eventually  this  corporation  Intends  to  have  a  ring  of  Telstars  orbiting  the 
Barth  to  provide  continuous  communication  facilities  for  live  television, 
facsimile,  radio  and  telephone  to  any  place  in  this  world.  This  achieve- 
Tient  holds  great  promise  for  contributing  to  better  understanding  of  Polit¬ 
ical  Philosophy  and  Social  Ideology  among  nations.  It  will  facilitate  the 
Bxchange  of  knowledge  and  entertainment  for  all  the  people  on  this  globe. 
The  Telstar  achievement  points  to  the  tremendous  opportunity  and  chal¬ 
lenge  which  the  Space  Age  offers,  to  unlimited  blessings  to  be  showered 
Dn  man. 

t 

These  ideas  have  always  existed,  man  merely  becomes  conscious 
of  their  existence  and  utility  for  his  welfare.  Heretofore,  space  discus¬ 
sion  was  frowned  upon  as  non-sense  and  confined  almost  entirely  to 
comics  and  fictional  movies.  Phantastic  as  Space  implications  are,  I 
believe  the  programs  will  be  a  success .  According  to  the  present  time¬ 
table,  the  target  date  for  the  Moon-Shot  will  be  about  1970,  I  want  to 
witness  it.  However,  it  appears  that  our  materialistic  education  is  be¬ 
coming  out  of  balance  with  the  Spiritual.  Materialistic  know-how  may 
serve  man's  middle  acquisitive  years,  but  will  not  sustain  life's  later 
end . 

Having  touched  lightly  on  materialistic  advancement  and  outer- 
space,  it  also  becomes  timely  to  touch  on  man's  spiritual  advancement 
and  inner-space  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  an  attempt  to  a  balanced 
perspective  and  harmony  of  the  whole  man. 

In  regard  to  "human  relations"  the  current  director  of  the  United 
States  Information  Agency  had  this  to  say:  "In  this  world  there  are  no 
absolute  standards  of  truth.  What  is  one  man's  truth  is  another  man's 
falsehood."  Such  a  statement  indicates  the  need  for  a  fixed  "reference 
frame"  for  truth. 

The  nuclear  scientist  Robert  Oppenhelmer,  who  helped  usher  in 
the  atomic  age  had  this  to  say  about  man  in  the  current  world;  "We  live 
with  an  expansion  of  knowledge  over-poweringly  beautiful,  vast,  rami¬ 
fied,  quite  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  man.  We  live  with  a  yearly 
enrichment  of  our  understanding  of  nature,  that  doubles  in  every  decade 
....  but  we  have  so  largely  lost  our  ability  to  talk  with  one  another  that 
we  hunger  for  nobility  ....  the  rare  words  and  acts  that  harmonize  sim¬ 
plicity  and  truth." 

Dr.  Albert  Szent-Gyorgyl,  who  won  the  Nobel  Prize  for  medicine, 
exclaimed  the  current  danger  in  this  manner:  "The  existence  of  mankind 
is  already  dependent  on  correct  functioning  of  countless  hands  and  but¬ 
tons ,  and  while  both  humans  and  machines  are  known  to  en-  —  this  makes 
our  own  bombs  an  equal  threat  to  our  existence  as  the  bombs  of  our  adver¬ 
saries  ....  Never  before  has  politics  gambled  so  irresponsibly  with  the 
very  existence  of  mankind."  401 
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Along  this  same  vein  Dr.  Albert  Einstein  said:  "The  splitting  of  the 
atom  has  changed  everything  in  the  world  except  our  modes  of  thinking,  and 
thus  we  drift  toward  unparalleled  catastrophe." 

We  are  now  taking  apart  and  putting  to  use  the  components  of  matter, 
and  that  is  as  far  as  man  can  go  in  relation  to  the  material  world.  We  have 
reached  the  end  of  matter  so  to  speak  by  converting  it  into  energy,  and 
energy  in  turn  converted  into  matter ,  thereby  completing  the  cycle  or  circle 
which  is  symbolic  of  the  physical  and  spiritual  universe,  life  and  its  sup¬ 
posed  opposite  (matter)  without  beginning  or  end. 

Dr.  Albert  Einstein's  discovery  of  the  simple  appearing  atomic  energy 
equation  E  =  MC^  can  be  used  to  either  sear  and  blacken  the  earth  in  a 
nuclear  war  or  to  bring  unlimited  blessings  to  man.  Physical  scientists 
now  admonish  that  because  of  "nuclear-fission"  we  live  under  the  shadow 
of  universal  disintegration,  that  some  experiment  or  involuntary  act  might 
result  in  a  chain  reaction,  exploding  every  atom  of  which  this  world  is 
composed.  Such  statements  prompt  one  to  review  spiritual  values  more 
carefully,  the  attributes  of  our  Creator  that  are  indestructible  and  where 
reality  truly  exists . 

It  is  apparent  that  man  must  learn  to  discipline  himself  more  than 
heretofore  and  at  an  accelerated  rate,  which  could  allude  to  bringing  in 
the  millennium.  However,  the  proudest  achievement  should  not  be  some 
technological  triumph,  but  rather  the  man  of  character,  especially  now 
when  men  have  thermonuclear  powers  of  destruction  at  their  elbows .  It 
was  Dr.  Albert  SchweiUer,  another  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  who  said: 
"Man  has  lost  the  capacity  to  foresee  and  to  forestall.  He  will  end  by 
destroying  the  earth."  The  above  evidence  and  facts  indicate  the  need 
todevelop  the  spiritual  science  of  ends  to  match  and  balance  the  physical 
science  of  means. 

Currently  there  are  many  prophets  of  doom  foreseeing  disaster  and 
the  end  of  the  world  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  Concurrently  there  are 
theologians  who  see  a  new  order  of  human  relations  developing,  evil 
(Ignorance  and  error)  developing  into  good  (intelligence  and  truth)  through 

the  process  of  fermentation  and  distillation,  -  the  inscrutable  design 

that  gives  rise  to  confusion,  -  for  man  declines  to  profit  from  past 

experience . 

Webster  defines  Relativity  of  Knowledge  as:  "The  doctrine  that 
knowledge  is  relative  to  the  limited  nature  of  the  mind  and  the  conditions 
of  knowing  and  hence  not  true  to  the  nature  of  Independent  reality . " 

A  few  Illustrations  wHl  reveal  the  limitations  and  unreliability  of 
the  conditions  of  knowing  (five  physical  senses):  The  illusion  of  the  sun 
rising  in  the  east  and  setting  in  the  west,  when  in  reality  (truth)  the  cause 
is  the  earth  rotating  on  its  axis.  The  earth  moves,  the  sun  stands  still  in 
relation  to  the  earth.  The  concept  of  time  becomes  obscure  or  meaning- 
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less  when  considering  the  planet  Mercury  which  makes  its  orbit  around 
the  sun  in  88  of  our  days,  and  in  that  same  time  rotates  Just  once  on  its 
eixls .  So  on  Mercury,  a  year  and  a  day  are  the  same  in  amount  of  time. 

A  cubic  inch  of  matter  on  the  star  "Companion  of  Sirius"  is  so  dense  we 
are  told  that  it  will  weigh  one  ton  here  on  earth.  Electricity  cannot  be 
seen  but  its  effect  (manifestation)  is  perceived  by  the  senses.  Possibly 
the  greatest  Illusion  was  the  concept  of  space  when  man  thought  the 
earth  was  flat. 

In  my  opinion  Dr.  Albert  Einstein  and  General  Douglas  MacArthur 
were  two  contemporary  greats  who  lived  during  my  lifetime  and  to  whom 
I  wish  to  give  brief  reference  herein. 

Dr.  Einstein  won  world  acclaim  for  his  discoveries  in  physics  and 
astrophysics.  His  main  search  centered  on  perfecting  his  "Unified  Field 
Theory"  to  a  system  whereby  all  concepts  would  be  reduced  to  one  cause 
or  unity.  His  discoveries  brought  subjective  (abstract),  and  objective 
(concrete)  reality  much  clearer  in  focus ,  thereby  contributing  a  tremendous 
benefit  to  mankind,  materially  and  spiritually.  His  expression  of  religious¬ 
ness  and  comment  on  religion  are  as  follows: 

"The  most  beautiful  and  profound  emotion  we  can  experience  is  the 
sensation  of  the  mystical.  It  is  the  sower  of  all  true  science.  He  to  whom 
this  emotion  is  a  stranger,  who  can  no  longer  wonder  and  stand  rapt  in 
awe,  is  as  good  as  dead.  To  know  that  which  is  Impenetrable  to  us  really 
exists,  manifesting  itself  as  the  highest  wisdom  and  the  most  radiant 
beauty  that  our  dull  faculties  can  comprehend  and  then  only  in  their  most 
primitive  form.  This  knowledge  and  feeling  is  at  the  center  of  true  reli¬ 
giousness  .  .  .  My  religion  consists  of  a  humble  admiration  of  the  illim¬ 
itable  superior  spirit  who  reveals  himself  in  the  slight  details  we  are  able 
to  perceive  with  our  frail  and  feeble  minds.  That  deeply  emotional  con¬ 
viction  of  the  presence  of  a  superior  reasoning  power,  which  is  revealed 
in  the  incomprehensible  universe,  forms  my  idea  of  God." 

It  is  the  philosopher's  goal,  his  loftiest  passion,  to  distinguish 
appearance  from  reality,  the  urge  to  unify  concepts.  More  than  twenty- 
three  centuries  ago  Plato  declared,  "The  true  lover  of  knowledge  is  always 
striving  after  'BEING'  ...  He  wHl  not  rest  at  those  multitudinous  phenom¬ 
ena  whose  existence  is  appearance  only." 

Now  that  matter  is  reduced  to  the  point  where  physicists  require  no 
more  than  mathematical  symbols  to  work  with,  it  becomes  Increasingly 
evident  that  reality  exists  in  mind  only,  so  that  which  is  imagined  when 
rooted  in  Principle  is  possible  to  be  manifested. 

Dr.  Einstein's  discovery  that  matter  and  energy  are  the  same,  means 
a  new  concept  of  "BEING"  ("inner"  and  "outer"  man,  reality)  to  me.  The 
old  concept  of  "BEING"  was  mind  and  its  supposed  opposite,  matter.  The 
new  concept  to  me  is  unity,  and  not  opposites.  Matter  (mass)  and  energy 
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are  the  same  phenomena;  in  other  words  they  are  equivalent  and  therefore 
yield  the  key  that  opens  the  door  for  the  mind  to  envision  the  spherical 
and  circular-motion  course  in  "BEING";  a  theory  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  has  not  been  heretofore  declared  for  the  purpose  of  further 
illuminating  the  concept  of  "unity"  as  it  relates  to  subjective  and  objec¬ 
tive  nature.  "BEING"  is  not  only  "the  end  of  becoming,"  as  heretofore 
assumed  by  philosophers,  but  is  also  the  beginning  for  me. 

One  can  presume  that  the  next  few  pages  which  deal  with  "BEING" 
will  not  interest  all  readers;  however,  in  defense  of  same  1  will  quote 
Mr.  M.  G.  Marcel  who  so  succinctly  describes  the  situation  I  find  my¬ 
self  in: 

"If  a  person  is  called  on  to  be  a  witness  in  a  case,  it  is  because 
at  a  particular  point  in  the  endless  stream  of  life's  happenings  there  has 
come  into  his  hands  a  bit  of  evidence.  He  has  been  given  a  particle  of 
light  which  is  his  peculiar  possession.  He  is  responsible,  if  the  occa¬ 
sion  arises,  for  passing  it  on . if  he  refuses  to  bear  witness,  he  may 

do  injury  to  a  fellow  human  being.  ^A'hen  one  bears  witness,  one  does 
it  on  oath,  that  is  to  say  one  commits  oneself.  Unless  you  commit  your¬ 
self . unless  you  stake  everything  on  the  truth  of  what  you  say . 

you  cannot  be  a  witness.  Testimony  is  fidelity  to  a  light . to  a  gift 

that  has  been  given  one." 

I  desire  to  share  a  particle  of  light  with  my  readers  as  set  forth 
briefly  in  the  pages  that  follow.  It  is  an  opportunity  for  me  to  assert  my 
theories  with  relation  to  bringing  reality  a  trifle  closer  and  an  attempt  to 
reconcile  physical  science  and  theology  into  a  state  of  unity  in  Divine 
Nature,  in  this  context  I  prefer  to  name  this  treatlce:  The  Scientific  and 
Theologlc  Statement  of  Being. 

Reasoning  objectively . the  sphere -spinning  and  circular- 

motion  principle  Inherent  in  physical  nature  demonstrates  that  the  "point" 
(which  concept  heretofore  was  finite)  becomes  equivalent  to  infinity 
(unity)  by  being  the  beginning  and  ending  of  a  spherical  point  whose  ex¬ 
pansion  and  contraction  is  governed  by  Omniscience,  Self  Created  Mind. 

. Postulating  subjectively,  -  the  atom  principle  (point)  contracts 

into  infinity  and  expands  into  infinity;  the  beginning  of  contracting  infin¬ 
ity  is  the  ending  of  expanding  infinity,  and  the  beginning  of  expanding 
infinity  is  the  ending  of  contracting  infinity.  Thus  the  result  is  unity  in 
infinity.  Objectively,  the  spherical  atom  principle  expands  into  the 
physical  universe  and  the  universe  contracts  into  the  atom. 

The  physical  universe  is  devoid  of  straight  lines  (except  man  made) 
by  reason  that  a  straight  line  is  incomplete  because  of  the  two  points 
(two  ends),  and  is  therefore  devoid  of  circular  unity.  Spherical  unity 
herein  is  a  concept  of  expanding  infinity  envisioned  as  a  transparent 
spherical  bubble  encompassing  all  objectivity. 
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Space  and  time  are  the  same  (unity).  Time  is  a  point  that  begins 
extension  in  a  circle  and  returns  to  its  point  of  beginning.  Two  illus¬ 
trations  are:  A  point  on  the  hand  of  a  spherical  clock  moving  through 
space  by  scribing  a  circle  on  the  spherical  dial,  and  a  point  on  the  earth 
moving  through  space  by  virtue  of  the  earth's  rotation  and  relation  to  the 
sun.  The  numeral  12  on  the  clock  dial  and  the  sun  being  the  fixed  point 
of  reference  respectively.  The  illustrations  demonstrate  that  time  and 
space  are  spherical  and  become  meaningless  in  the  absence  of  a  refer¬ 
ence  point.  The  individual  and  mankind  experience  a  chain  of  events 
that  are  segments  of  time  and  space  starting  from  a  reference  point  in 
the  past. 

Results  of  experiments  have  been  negative  in  the  attempt  to  attain 
Absolute  Zero  (cold).  Absolute  Vacuum  and  Absolute  Division  of  the  Atom, 
for  by  virtue  of  the  circular-motion  principle  (unity  with  no  ends),  the 
ending  is  also  the  beginning  of  absolute  heat  and  absolute  pressure  and 
absolute  physical  power  respectively.  Any  experiment  would  be  futile 
that  attempts  to  expel  Omnipresence  and  Omnipotence  completely  even  in 
minute  volume. 

One  can  postulate  that  gravitation  and  magnetism  are  the  same  by 
virtue  of  the  sphere -spinning  and  clrcling-motlon  principle  of  the  electron 
beginning  in  the  hydrogen  atom  and  by  multiplication  expanding  through¬ 
out  our  planet.  The  force  of  molecular  attraction  (gravitation  and  magne¬ 
tism)  is  the  Inherent  design  in  the  various  atoms  of  the  molecule  to  retain 
its  unity  (Identity).  The  same  principle  indicates  the  earth's  magnetic 
field  is  caused  by  the  electronic  relationship  to  the  Sun  (nucleus)  and 
witnessed  by  an  observer  as  a  perpetual  shower  of  light  particles.  Elec¬ 
tromagnetism  develops  when  an  Imbalance  of  electrons  occurs,  causing 
the  molecule  to  lose  its  unity  (identity). 

As  we  are  entering  the  atomic  age,  possibly  a  brief  discourse  of 
the  atom  and  "electron  theory"  will  help  some  readers  to  better  under¬ 
stand  the  sphere -spinning  and  circular-motion  principle  design  manifest 
throughout  the  universe . 

All  materials  constituting  the  physical  world  are  made  of  molecules 
which  consist  of  various  combinations  of  some  100  different  types  of 
atoms  (elements).  The  invisible  atom  is  a  unit  of  energy  composed  mostly 
of  protons,  neutrons  and  electrons  and  is  almost  weightless. 

The  electron  theory  assumes  the  existence  of  the  electron  having  a 
negative  charge  of  electricity  and  the  nucleus  having  a  positive  charge. 

In  an  atom,  the  total  number  of  negatively  charged  electrons  circling 
around  the  nucleus  precisely  equal  the  number  of  extra  positive  charges 
in  the  nucleus.  The  positive  charges  are  called  "protons."  In  addition 
to  the  protons,  the  nucleus  also  contains  electrically  neutral  particles 
called  "neutrons,"  which  are  comprised  of  a  proton  and  an  electron  bonded 
toqether.  Atoms  of  different  elements  contain  different  numbers  of  neutrons 
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within  the  nucleus,  but  the  number  of  electrons  spinning  about  the  nucleus 
always  equals  the  number  of  free  protons  within  the  nucleus .  All  electri¬ 
cal  and  electronic  effects  are  due  to  the  movement  of  electrons  from  point 
to  point  or  that  there  is  a  disproportionate  number  of  electrons  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  place.  All  electrical  and  electronic  equipment  has  been  designed 
according  to  the  electron  theory  which  explains  the  chemical  action  and 
allows  technicians  to  predict  performance  and  conjure  new  chemicals  and 
materials . 

Even  a  brief  dissertation  of  atomic  fission  and  fusion  (atom  splitting 
and  nuclei  combining)  is  too  lengthy  to  be  dealt  with  here.  To  define  in 
six  words . "the  atom  is  chiefly  empty  space." 

From  the  circular-motion  principle  inherent  in  Creation,  one  can 
deduce  and  reverently  postulate  that  objective  (physical)  Life  and  Death 

are  the  same;  unity,  -  a  continuum,  the  unbroken  circle;  the  point  of 

ending  (death)  being  also  the  point  of  beginning  (life)  and  vice  versa. 

This  thesis  on  objective  Unity  is  my  interpretation  of  Dr.  Albert 

Einstein's  discovery . the  equivalence  of  matter  (mass)  and  energy  as 

demonstrated  by  the  equation  E  =  MC^;  the  possible  abuse  of  which  is 
causing  world  concern.  The  above  feeble  description  which  evolved  from 
the  equation  that  brought  to  light  the  spherical  and  circular-motion  prin¬ 
ciple  design  in  physical  nature  is  also  accepted  by  me  as  being  related  to 
the  Scriptures  with  the  inclusion  of  Divine-Nature.  Unity  seems  a  para¬ 
dox  when  theologians  proclaim  physical-nature  and  Divine-Nature  are  a 

Trinity  in  Unity . that  Creation  is  tripartite  in  nature  and  God  is  Triune. 

From  the  circular  principle  in  physical-nature  evolves  a  new  concept  of 

the  Trinity . Soul,  Spirit  and  Son  (note:  orthodox  order  of  Trinity  has 

been  arranged  to  harmonize  with  circular  course  of  BEINGX  .  .  .  .Soul  is 
herein  declared  to  be  the  Divine  Father-Principle  manifesting  Identity, 

Unity,  Truth  and  Love - Spirit  (Holy)  is  the  Divine  Principle  manifesting 

Life  -  Son  (Body,  Temple)  is  the  manifestation  of  Soul  and  Spirit. 

All  through  Creation  the  Trinity  is  discemable,  a  few  illustrations 

will  bear  testimony:  There  are  three  primary  rays  of  color  -  red,  blue 

and  green,  and  when  combined  produce  white-light  (unity),  the  symbol  of 
purity.  The  atom  body  (element)  is  Trinity  reflecting  the  manifestation  of 
Identity  (unity)  and  physical  power  (spirit).  In  the  mineral  world  the 
individual  body  reflects  the  manifestation  of  Identity  (unity)  and  Spirit 
(atom  power  and  molecule, activity) .  In  the  vegetable  world  the  individual 
body  reflects  the  manifestation  of  Identity  (unity)  and  Spirit  (unconscious 
Life).  In  the  animal  world  the  body  reflects  the  manifestation  of  Identity 
(unity)  and  Spirit  (conscious  Life).  Individual  man  reflects  the  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  Soul  (Identity,  Unity,  Truth,  Love)  and  Spirit  (self-conscious  Life). 
Man,  wife  and  offspring  also  constitute  Trinity  in  Unity. 

The  Gustaf  and  Elisa  Carlson  family  tree  is  Triune  by  virtue  of  being 

a  manifestation  of  Identity  and  Life.  This  book  is  Triune  -  the  writer's 
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fanu  noifofi  Ifioinidrio  art)  enlalqxs  itotriw  yioarfi  ootloals  srtJ  oS  ^nitnooDs 
ma  Biu>lin9rfo  wan  siiitiroo  bn»  aonaftnohaq  )t>tb(nq  oj  enaloinibai  ewolia 

.  alaliolem 

lijillqemolc)  not sul ' bna  nol cell  olmote  lo  nollfitioeelb  lalid  a  aav3 
nl  anllab  oT  .aiad  rtiiw  ilaab  ad  ot  ydjpnat  ool  al  (pnlnldraoo  laloun  baa 

".aoeqc  yiqma  yllaldo  at  mola  aril** . abiow  xla 

noo  ano  ,no(JaaO  nl  inaiaiinl  alqlonJiq  nollom-ieluoTlD  aril  moil 
diaaa  bna  atU  (laotcYriq)  aviJoatdo  jartj  oialuicoq  YUnaiavai  fana  aoubab^ 
to  JAloq  arfj  taloilo  ns^otdmt  arti  .muuniJnoo  a  —  ^Ylinw  ;9maa  art!  aic 
,08Toy  solv  bna  (alii)  ^ntnnlgad  lo  Jnloq  arit  ocla  pnlad  (djoab)  pnlbna 

nodIA  .TO  lo  nolJBiaTqisJol  ym  at  yilnU  aviioaido  no  eiaadj  et/fT 
a  Ypiano  bna  (seam)  lail&m  U>  aonaluviupa  adi...,  ^  yiavoocib  e*nia}anl3 
at  totdw  lo  aeuda  aMlcacq  arfj  ;XoM  -  3  noUaupo  arfJ  yd  bajatlcnomsb 
;oil  boWova  rtotriw  noliqlioeob  aldaal'tnoda  arfT  .maonoo  fahow  pnlauao 
■niiq  tiolJom-ifcluotlo  bna  Icoherfqe  artJ  Jr<pll  oJ  Jdpuoid  jodj  noljaupa  aril 
baialai  pnlad  aa  am  yd  bajqaooa  oela  el  aiujaa  leofevHaTil  nolBali  aialo' 
ttiaq  n  amsoe  yiinU  .aTolaiff-aalvlCrio  nolsuibnl  iirft  (tiw  caTi/tqltoB  aril 
a  aia  aiutcM-antvIG  bna  ait/lcn^Xnaiiiydq  rru&ioo'iq  eoalpoloadl  aa;lw  xqb 
witr  ei  boO  bna  aiuJan  ai.  aJlli£»qm  at  ootJaeiD  laitj, . .. .  yilnO  nl  \jial4r‘*^^ 
lo  iqnonoo  wan  a  eaviova  aiulan-laoreyriq  dl  otqtonbiq  laluoilo  *jrij  moil 

a/I  YlldllT  to  labio  xoborilTo  taionj  no8  bna  Jttfq8  ,luo3 . YJl/UiT  ariJ 

at  luoB, . , ,  liDVflSB  lo  aeiuoo  taltioilo  rillw  oslnonnari  ot  bapn/nia  Mad 
^yiitnobl  pnueaiinwn  8^4100111-19/1101  onlvlQ  aril  ad  ol  baialoab  niaiari 
aicallnam  alqionW  a/dvia  adt  at  (yloH)  ililqB  —  aVOLl^/ts  tttoYT^^yjlnU  ^ 
.ililqB  bna  looS  lo  noiicieallna/H  orir&rtslqmiifr .  vboa)  no2  -s-  aiiJ 

'  I  -■  Y  -  .  7.4-,^ 

lolJt-ueuia  wai  a  .ald^maoelb  at  yiini^  aril  /lollaanO  /fpuoidl  IIA 
uld  — >  loloo  lo  a\et  yiamtiq  aairij  aia^aie/fT  tYnomlieat  laad  illw 

»  iodmY^  aril  *(Ytlri;)  l/fpll-'aildvv  aouucnq  baald/nao  na/iw  bna  «naaqi  bna 
»  nol.teiaallnnm  odi  ottlioollai  ipir.tfi  «l  (ina/naJa)  Ybpd'raoia  a/#  ,  Ytliuq*'*''*’ 
aril  bliow  itnanlm  artr  nl  .(itilqc)  lawoq  laote^tlq  bna  (Yllm/)  ytlinabl 
Jlilq8  bna  (yitnu}  yttfmtJ  lo  nollr  jp.alincm  edi  aioallai  livublvlbhl  i 
ubivlbnl  aril  bliow  aldoJapav  aril  nl  .(Yilviioa  aluoaiom  bna  lawoq  moia) 
ioloenoo/xu)  tltiqB  bna  {ytlfw)  yfilinaU  lo  noUMaallnaai  aril  cioallen  yhod 
lllnabi  lo  nollalaali/mrn  aril  cioallai  ybod  a/fj  bliow  IxioUna  aril  ni  .(allJ* 
jcalinara  aril  EtoaOai  nara  laubtvibid  .(aiU  auolda/too)  liilqR  bna  (YJlm/t 
UJ  euolocnoo-llaa)  ililqB  bria  (avoJ  ,flT:nT  ,y2lnfJ  ,yttJaabl)  luoQ  lo  noil 
,ynn0  nt  Yllrttif  owilsanoo  oete’pflliqettd  baa  uliw  .  nrM 

"  ir  t!  wW-10- 

ad  lo  aimlv  anuiiT  cl  aait  vlimal  noehaO  aaiU  bna  laietiO  sriT  '  ^ 
lailiw  aril - ibultr  al  :<ood  al/fT  .atU  bna  ytllnaU  lo  nollMealinam^ 

4  m.^4. 


thoughts  (Identity)  are  put  herein  (body)  and  are  thereby  reflected  to  the 
reader's  mind  where  thoughts  combine  into  unity. 

A  seed  is  Triune  by  virtue  of  its  body  being  a  manifestation  of 
Identity  and  Eternal  Life  —  the  seed  within  the  seed  is  the  Word. 

To  recapitulate  ....  the  Universe  is  God  manifesting  Trinity  as  ... . 
Omniscience,  Soul,  Unity  (All  Knowledge,  Identity,  Truth  and  Love)  .... 
Omnipotence,  Spirit  (All  Power,  Life,  Holy)  ....  Omnipresence,  Son  (All 
presence,  terrestrial  and  celestial,  body.  Temple). 

The  above  illustrations  reveal  Trinity  to  be  —  Soul  and  Spirit  are 
Incorporeal  and  their  manifestation  is  reflected  by  the  corporeal  body  and 
thus  perceived  by  the  senses  —  that  all  physical  objects  were  first  an 
image  in  Omniscient  Mind  (logos,  thought)  —  that  Identity  (individuality) 
is  maintained  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  the  Scriptures  are  true  which 
state  that  all  that  is  in  and  of  the  physical  universe  is  made  (without  ex¬ 
ception)  of  Spirit,  and  Spirit  is  God. 

The  category  of  evil  is  darkness,  and  diversity  (absence  of  Light 
and  Unity)  in  consequence  leaves  nothing  to  be  embraced. 

A  few  correlative  passages  from  the  Scriptures  strengthen  the  afore¬ 
said  concept  of  Unity  in  creation  and  help  to  unify  physical  science  (ob¬ 
jectivity)  and  Christianity  (subjectivity,  reality).  Saint  John  proclaimed 
"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word  and  the  Word  was  God. .  .  .  Ail  things 
were  made  by  Him.  ...  In  Him  was  Life  and  the  Life  was  the  Light  of  men. 
Saint  Paul  declared  —  "Faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen.  So  that  things  which  are  seen  were  not  made 
of  things  which  do  appear .  "  Jesus  prayed . .  .  .  "  That  they  all  be  one .... 
as  thou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  1  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us 
.that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  has  sent  me."  In  conclusion: 
Physical  science  and  Christianity  are  one.  . .  .for  "God  is  All-in-all." 
Eph.  1:23. 

We  who  profess  Christianity  have  knowledge  of  and  confess  Atone¬ 
ment  through  Jesus  the  Christ.  Next  to  the  symbolic  Cross  of  Calvary, 
we  have  the  flag  of  our  nation.  The  members  of  this  genealogy  also  have 
the  Wankif  Coat  of  Arms  as  a  symbol  of  honor,  its  GRIFFIN  being  a  com¬ 
posite  of  half  eagle  and  half  lion,  bearing  a  sword  entwined  with  an  olive 
branch  held  by  the  eagle's  talon,  thus  symbolizing  a  moral  code  of  our 
own.  A  code  of  conduct  for  those  who  carry  forward  our  beloved  heritage 
and  ancient  descent.  The  code  places  accent  on  three  words:  VISION  - 
COURAGE  -  DEDICATION  ....  these  dynamic  words  radiate  that  which 
we  can  be,  or  will  be;  they  in  turn  can  be  spiritually  symbolized  as  a 
sateHlte  having  three  revolving  beacon-lights  searching  in  the  darkness 
with  power  supplied  by  the  three  virtues  —  Hope,  Faith  and  Charity. 
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lo  noUoleollnflni  o  polod  ybod  eii  lo  oi/filv  y<1  »nutfr  ei  boo«  A 

.blow  orij  el  bsoe  oil}  nlrijlw  boos  orfl  —  oiU  lemoja  bufi  v^iinabl 


- ae  vJlfdiT  pitlleaUnom  boD  si  oeiovlnU  srfj  . . . .  ojftlujiqeooi  OT 
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816  UUqZ  bfiB  luoZ  —  ad  ol  yitnlYt  leavtn  BaoltimsulU  avodo  orfT 
bnt  laaioqioo  odi  fd  baloallai  ai  noUelaoilnem  ilartj  bno  loowioonl 
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idpU  lo  aonaade)  Ylieiovlb  bna  ^eaaruiieb  el  liva  lo  Yiopateo  aifX 

.baoeidina  ad  o)  pnldion  eavesl  aonaupaeooo  nl  (yilnU  bna 


“^ole  adj  nodipiiaiie  eau/iquoS  adj  <noil  eapeaeaq  avljalaTioo  wal  A 
-do)  aonaloe  holCYdq  vUnu  oi  qlad  bna  nolicaio  nl  vJlnU  lo  jqaonoo  bice 
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aw  ,ioi  baqori  epnl ril  lo  aonajedaa  aril  ei  riitet"  baxaloab  lu»H  Jnlea 
abara  ^c»ii  aiow  naaaaia  ifaldiw  epnifij  larii  08-  .naoeion  epriljli  lo  aonablva 

....ono  ad  lie  Yaril  ...  .bayaiq  eneal  "  *166^46  ob  riolriwapnirij,  to 
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..luo  lo  aboo  iSTom  e  pnlsllodniYC  euri}  ,iio£ai  e’aipaa  aril  y«I  tM  donaidl 
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I  eeandiAb  aril  nl  onlrioiaaa  eldpil-nooaad  pnivlovai  aaidj  pnlveri  ailUaiae 
.yiMeiO^ac  riilel  «aqoH  —  eaulilv.  aairtj  adj  yd  baiiqqua  lawoq  riilw 


Some  persons  will  be  found  to  be  double-minded  and  will  attempt 
to  dim  the  three  lights  with  mockery  and  ridicule,  but  the  power  source 
is  spiritual  and  therefore  an  attribute  of  our  Creator.  VISION  -  COURAGE 
-  DEDICATION  are  herein  to  be  construed  as  ....  "Where  there  is  no 
vision,  the  people  perish"  (Bible)  ....  "A  man  of  courage  is  also  full  of 
faith"  (Cicero) _ Dedication  Implies  self  sacrifice.  Integrity  and  pru¬ 

dence.  The  love  to  serve  is  preferable  to  being  served. 

More  light  from  the  beacon  comes  by  borrowing  an  excerpt  from  a 
recent  address  given  by  General  Douglas  MacArthur  to  Cadets  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  He  said  in  part  —  Be  proud  and  unbend¬ 
ing  in  honest  failure,  but  humble  and  gentle  in  success;  not  to  substitute 
words  for  action,  nor  to  seek  the  path  of  comfort,  but  to  face  the  stress 
and  spur  of  difficulty  and  challenge;  to  learn  to  stand  up  in  the  storm, 
but  to  have  compassion  on  those  who  fall;  to  master  yourself  before  you 
seek  to  master  others;  to  have  a  heart  that  is  clean,  a  goal  that  is  high; 
to  learn  to  laugh,  yet  never  forget  how  to  weep;  to  reach  into  the  future, 
yet  never  neglect  the  past;  to  be  serious,  yet  never  to  take  yourself  too 
seriously;  to  be  modest  so  that  you  will  remember  the  simplicity  of  true 
greatness,  the  open  mind  of  true  wisdom,  the  meekness  of  true  strength. 

With  respect  for  the  past  and  to  search  for  intelligent  anticipation 
of  the  future  is  our  goal  ....  This  book  is  dedicated  to  our  forefather 
Bishop  Petrus  Jonae .  If  we  could  posthumously  call  upon  him  for  a  brief 
commentary  on  it,  one  could  assume  he  would  express  his  view  as  a 
theologian  and  confide  that  we  would  find  by  tracing  our  ancestry  further 
that  all  people  become  brethren  as  their  lineages  converge  into  unity, 
returning  to  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  ....  and  that  Adam  was 
created  perfect  with  dominion  over  all  the  earth  and  given  freedom  of 
choice,  free  to  choose  good  or  evil.  Unity  or  diversity  (many  gods),  free 
to  stand  or  fall  ....  but  Adam  chose  to  fall  (diversity)  and  thus  became 
Imperfect  through  disobedience,  which  caused  him  to  be  driven  out  of  this 
Garden  of  Paradise  ....  and  that  the  sword  In  our  eagle's  talon  should 
represent  the  flaming  sword  spoken  of  in  Genesis  —  "So  he  drove  out  the 
man;  and  he  placed  at  the  East  of  the  Garden  of  Eden,  Cherubims ,  and  a 
flaming  sword  which  turned  every  way  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life," 
Which  is  by  spiritual  interpretation  to  say:  Protect  perfect  life  from  im¬ 
perfect  thoughts  with  the  sword  of  truth  until  full  knowledge  reveals  the 
serpent's  head  was  crushed  by  His  heel  which  had  been  bruised  in  that 
deed  for  our  redemption  from  diversity  to  Unity.  Saint  Paul  said:  "Prove 
all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  ....  King  Solomon  said:  "As 
he  thlnketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he.  "  ....  Jesus  said:  "I  came  that  they 
may  have  life,  and  have  it  abundantly  for  I  am  the  way —  the  truth  — 
and  the  life.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  within  you." 

Almost  everyone  admires  beauty  in  nature.  In  art,  in  literature  and 
in  human  character  —  and  many  worship  the  radiant  beauty  of  the  Cross, 
the  hub  of  history,  the  symbol  of  victory.  As  the  character  of  people  and 
violins  appear  to  have  a  parallel  with  reference  to  their  many  separate 
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Iqmailft  lUw  bnfi  babnim-alduob  ad  oJ  bnuol  ad  lUw  Bnoeisq  arao8 
■  ooujos  lawoq  aiil  lud  talxolbii  bna  ^o^ioom  rtllw  ejripll  aaiftr  ailx  mlb  OJ 
iOAHUOO  ~  MOISIV  .lolaaiO  luo  lo  aludii^a  na  aio)aiad}  bno  lai/ililqB  el 
on  el  aierij  anarfW"  . . . .  aa  bauilenoo  ad  oJ  nlaiarf  aie  MOITAOiaaa  - 
io  HjjI  oela  et  apsiwoo  \o  aem  A*  . . . .  (oldia)  "riBliaq  aiqoaq  aril  ^noleiv 
-tnq  bnfi  Y^li^aiitl  ^eolUtoae  Uae  ealiq/nl  oollfiolbaO  ....  (oiaoiO)  ’•rillal 
.bavrae  pnlad  ol  aldnalaiq  el  aviaa  oi  avol  aifX  .aonab 

a  moil  iqiaoxa  na  vnlwonod  yd  eamoa  noo ead  ari]  moi)  Jrieii  aioM 

adi  )o  eiabsO  ol  ixidJiAoaM  aalcuoCl  IbianaO  \d  navip'eaa'rbba  inaoai 
bnadou  fao6  buorq*  9&  ixaq  al  biea  aH  ,into^  jeaW  la  yxnabaoA  yiaxiUM 
tJitUedue  oi  Jon  (eeaooije  nl  alioac  bna  aldmuri  lud  ^aiuiiel  l&anori  at  got 
eeans  aril  aoa)  ol  lud  .noimoo  k>  rilcq  aril  ;(aa8  ol  ion  ^liollos  lol  ebiow 
^Itnoia  aril  nl  qu  bnale  ol  maal  ol  ;apnaIIario  bna  ylluolillb  lo  wqa  bna 
uoy  aiolad  Uaeiuoy  lalaani  o|  oriw  asoril  no.noiaeaqaioo  avari  ol  lud 
(ripiri  el  laril  loop  a  «naalo  el  larii  iiaari  a  avari  ol  leiariio  lalea/n  ol  riaae 
^awlul  aril  oinl  rfoeai  ol  tqaavr  ol  wori  lopiol  lavan  lay  ^ripuai  ol  maal  ol 
ooi  llanuoy  »A&J  ot  lavan  lay  ^euoliae  ad  oi  (laaq  aril  loalpan  lavaxi  lay 
auii  lo  yitoilqinle  aril  ladmamat  IJiw  uoy  Jaril  oa  leabom  ad  ol  *iyIeuoliae 
.rilpnoiia  auTl  lo  easrclaani  aril  .mohaiw  ami  lo  bnloi  naqo  aril  ^eeanlaanv 


nollaqlollna  inaplflalrU  lol  rioiaae  oi  bna  leaq  aril  lol  loaqeai  rillW 

larijalaiol  tuo  oi  balaolbab  el  stood  elriT  ....  laop  luo  ei  aiuiul  aril  lo 
lalid  a  lol  itUri  noqu  Uao  ylauonuirilaoq  bluoo  aw  U  .aanol  einla*!  qoriatfl 
a  ea  waiv  eld  ecaiqxa  bluow  ad  amueea  bJUuoo  ano  «ll  no  yrainammoo • 
tariruil  yiieaona  wo  ptiloaii  yd  bnll  bluow  aw  Jaril  abllnoo  bna  natpoXoadi 
«yl)nu  oinl  apiavnoo  aapaaxill  ilarii  ee  nairiiaid  amooad  aiqoaq  lia  leril 
a  aw  raabA  larli  bna ....  nab3  lo  nabieO  aril  ni  8v3  bna  mabA  ol  pnlmulai 
lo  ffiobaml  navtp  bna  rinaa  aril  Ua  tavo  nolnimob  rillw  nsahaq  balaaio 
tail  t(ebop  ynam)  yiteiavlb  io  yiinU  .Uva  lo  boop  aeoorio  ol  aail  ^aolorio 
amcoad  euril  bna  (ylimavlb)  llal  oi  aeorio  mabA  lud  . .  4 .  ilal  10  bnala  ol 
rii  lo  luo  naviib  ad  oijOUri  baeuao  riotriw  « aonalbadoelb  ripuorril  loaliaqral 
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individual  characteristics  and  performance  —  a  philosophy  of  life  can  be 
envisioned  whereby  their  beauty  will  be  found  in  the  MASTER'S  hand. 


As  I  come  to  the  close  of  my  life  story,  I  hope  we  have  thus  far 
gratified  the  heart's  desire  of  Grandfather,  Gustaf  Relnhold  Carlson,  with 
regard  to  his  conception  of  perpetuating  our  genealogy  recording.  It  is  a 
delight  to  receive  the  lighted  torch  of  wisdom  and  beauty  from  our  ancestry 
—  hold  it  to  reveal  what  has  enriched  our  own  life,  and  to  pass  it  on  to 
the  next  generation. 


Flint,  Michigan 
August  1 ,  1962  . 
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APPENDAGE 


The  interim  from  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the  previous  chapters 
has  brought  further  developments  and  noteworthy  events  that  warrant 
inclusion  in  this  volume  in  a  brief  manner.  The  publisher  of  This  Is 
Our  Life"  has  informed  us  that  a  final  addition  may  be  made  at  this  time 
and  we  welcome  the  opportunity  to  record  this  pertinent  material  of  recent 
date,  future  generations  may  take  it  from  this  point  for  extended  compo 
sition . 

From  correspondence  with  a  Professor  Sven  Goransson  of  Uppsala 
University  in  Sweden  relative  to  information  pertaining  to  the  tenure  there 
of  Petrus  Jonae,  we  are  apprised  that  records  of  that  era  are  nonexistent. 
Professor  Goransson  referred  us  to  a  colleague,  a  Mr.  Magnus  Collmar, 
who  is  conducting  a  research  concerning  the  early  clergy  of  the  Diocese 
of  Strangnas  which  should  yield  some  enlightenment  into  the  life  of  Petrus 
Jonae.  With  reference  to  our  Isak  Rothovious ,  Professor  Goransson  recom 
mended  that  we  procure  a  book  written  by  Marttl  Parvio  in  1958  as  a  thesis 
for  his  doctorate  degree.  We  have  written  to  Mr.  Collmar  and  the  Profes¬ 
sor  for  the  research  paper  and  the  book  about  ISAACUS  (Isak)  ROTFIOVIOUS 
and  are  pleased  to  make  these  a  part  of  this  appendage. 

Several  members  of  the  current  generations  have  changed  their 
Status  Quo  and  places  of  residence  which  will  affect  their  future  course 
in  life.  Time  has  also  been  a  factor  in  the  decease  of  two  distant  rela¬ 
tives  and  the  heralding  of  the  arrival  of  two  new  members  to  this  immediate 
lineage.  To  the  latter  we  are  enchanted  as  always  to  chronicle  these 
happy  events  and  express  a  hope  that  their  aim  in  life  will  be  true  to  the 
mark  and  their  ideals  will  coincide  with  those  of  their  forebears,  maternal 

and  paternal. 

Alice  and  Jerry  have  purchased  a  home  at  921  Logan  Avenue  in  Elgin 
which  they  have  remodeled  extensively  and  are  now  residing  there. 

In  March,  1963,  Richard  Carlson  disposed  of  his  operations  in  Elgin 
after  acquiring  an  established  plumbing  and  heating  business  with  greater 
potential  in  Delavan,  Wisconsin.  Delavan  is  a  city  of  5000  population 
situated  in  a  rich  farming  belt  and  prominent  lake  resort  area  located  55 
miles  north  of  Elgin.  Dick  subsequently  purchased  a  home  at  2  07  Racine 
Street  and  the  family  now  resides  in  Delavan. 

Ingvar  Carlson  who  retired  In  1962  to  a  farmstead  overlooking 
Whitewater  Lake  in  Southern  Wisconsin  has  been  employed  for  the  past 
six  months  by  his  nephew,  Richard  Carlson,  in  Delavan.  On  the  surface 
this  item  may  not  appear  newsworthy  but  to  some  of  us  it  has  a  humorous 
twist  in  view  of  his  present  contentment  while  working  at  his  trade  after 
his  declaration  of  being  through  with  plumbing  work  when  holding  his 
close-out  sale  in  Elgin  during  1961.  The  distance  from  the  farmstead  to 
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Delavan  is  12  miles  over  a  winding  macadam  road  which  traverses  the 
picturesque  countryside. 

During  the  past  six  months,  Keith  and  Donna  have  built  a  new  home 
on  Stevens  Road  some  5  miles  SW  of  Elgin.  They  are  now  moved  there 
from  the  old  brick  homestead  at  470  Ryerson  Avenue  which  had  been 
occupied  by  some  member  of  the  Carlson  family  since  built  by  our  grand¬ 
father,  Gustaf  Reinhold  Carlson,  in  1905.  The  old  home  for  the  first  time 
is  now  rented  to  strangers .  The  aforementioned  Stevens  Road  bears  more 
than  ordinary  Interest,  it  is  named  after  the  grandfather  of  Charlotte 
Stevens  who  is  married  to  Richard  Carlson.  The  old  Stevens'  homestead 
is  but  a  stone's  throw  from  Keith  and  Donna's  new  home. 

"IDOL  WYLD"  has  been  sold;  there  most  of  the  work  to  compile  the 
material  for  this  book  has  taken  place.  Axel  and  Nadine  now  reside  in  a 
new  home  a  few  miles  outside  of  Elgin,  however  this  residence  may  be 
temporary  as  the  wooded  hills  and  lake  country  of  southern  Wisconsin 
take  on  more  appeal. 


DECEASED  RELATIVES 

Algot  Johnson  of  Elgin,  born  in  Vernamo,  Sweden,  died  May  2  5,  1963. 
Algot  was  a  machinist  by  trade;  he  was  a  cousin  to  our  father. 

Oscar  Peterson  of  Chicago,  bom  in  Westra  Ryd ,  Sweden,  died  in  the 
early  part  of  May,  1963.  Oscar  was  a  carpenter  and  in  later  years  was 
a  construction  foreman  in  the  big  city.  We  had  not  seen  Oscar  in  more 
than  20  years  although  he  was  a  cousin,  being  a  son  of  Olivia  (Engman), 
a  sister  of  our  mother,  Alfrida. 


BLESSED  EVENTS 

Kurtis  Michael  Carlson  born  to  Donna  and  Keith  at  the  Sherman  Hospital 
in  Elgin  on  July  7,  1963. 

Eric  Paul  Carlson  born  to  Charlotte  and  Richard  at  Sherman  Hospital  in 
Elgin  on  July  17,  1963. 


It  is  with  mixed  feelings  of  injustice  that  we  permit  this  family 
history  to  go  to  press  without  the  names  of  Kurtis  Michael  and  Eric  Paul 
appearing  upon  the  tree  featured  herein,  however,  this  facet  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  concluded  many  months  ago  and  it  is  only  through  a  series  of 
unavoidable  delays  that  this  book  has  not  already  been  distributed. 
Regrettable  as  the  omission  of  these  names  are,  nevertheless,  these 
youngsters  are  counted  upon  heavily  along  with  those  appearing  on  the 
family  tree  to  enhance  the  image  of  this  heritage. 
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On  the  last  day  of  August  just  past.  Demon  Mornlngstar  and  family 
returned  from  an  extended  vacation  of  motoring  through  our  western  states , 
the  trip  was  climaxed  with  visits  to  the  Gottardies  at  Los  Angeles  and  the 
Fritzes  at  Riverside.  Demon  and  Lois  relate  that  the  "red  carpet"  was 
rolled  out  for  their  reception  in  California  and  their  week  of  stay  was 
delightfully  accented  with  sightseeing  and  camp  outings. 

For  the  mechanical  production  of  "This  Is  Our  Life"  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  procuring  the  services  of  the  brethren  Press  located  in  Elgin. 
Their  work  is  known  for  its  excellence  through  rigid  attention  to  details 
and  we  await  the  finished  book  with  keen  interest.  Work  that  may  appear 
sub-standard  can  be  expected  to  be  the  result  of  our  own  inexperience 

and  other  deficiencies,  notwithstanding,  our  goal  has  been  achieved - 

to  thus  far  preserve  our  family  history. 

This  final  entry  is  made  on  September  9,  1963,  it  concludes  more 
than  three  years  of  compilation.  One  hundred  copies  are  to  be  printed; 
some  "outside"  requests  have  been  made  in  advance  but  most  will  have 
to  be  denied  to  reserve  a  reasonable  number  for  the  next  few  expanding 
generations  . 

The  pages  which  follow  immediately  are  reproductions  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Magnus  Collmar  and  other  material  pertaining  to  our  Dishop 
Petms  Jonae.  Our  book  having  been  dedicated  to  this  noted  cleric,  it 
becomes  a  pleasure  to  add  material  from  another  source,  some  of  which 
is  repetitious  but  among  the  new  disclosures  we  are  especially  grateful 
for  the  pinpointing  of  the  final  resting  place  in  the  Strangnas  Cathedral 
of  this  illustrious  forebear.  It  will  be  noted  that  his  epitaph  and  family 
tomb  are  prominently  located  in  the  chancel  to  the  right  of  the  altar,  in 
such  a  location  one  may  garner  the  degree  of  esteem  to  which  he  had 
attained . 
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PrOB<«oyAUL  bACKUHtlb.  I^ud.»oi»k*«in>  JVAH  Si.lIM.l.I 

A.ke«/uua  ~Y  NfkOj.m* 


Mr  Axel  F.Cnrlsson. 


St  Eskil 


Rt.Box  143.  Sovtth  Elgin,  Illinois. 


Dear  Sir: 

I  have  recieved  your  letter  och  now  I  send  you  a  short 
summary  of  my  researches  regarding  Bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  My 
original  article  in  Swedish  is  on  about  17  pages. 

As  far  as  the  fee  for  this  summary  is  concerned,  I  leave 
it  to  you  to  decide  its  amount.  Please  send  it  to  our  com¬ 
mittee  for  research  in  the  history  of  the  Clergy  of  Strangnhs 
diocese  under  «#e  the  adress  Biskop  Qbsta  LundstrSm,  Strangnds, 
or  Doktor  Ivar  Schnell.  Nykoping.  The  reason  I  ask  you  to 
send  the  amount  you  think  is  appropriate  to  the"Herdaminnes- 
komnitte''instedd  of  to  me  myself,  is  that  we  are  terribly 
short  of  money  and  that  we  must  take  up  a  loan  in  order  to 
be  able  to  bring  o\ir  work  to  its  completion..  I  have  been 
doing  research  for  20  years  (\inder  my  sickleave),  and  I  have 
now  written  the  history  of  the  clergy  of  Strdagnas  diocese 
from  1523  and  onwards  up  to  our  day,  and  the  part  dealing 
with  the  period  I523-I6II  is  now  being  printed.  And  it  is 
here  our  first  gap  must  be  filled,  so  to  speak,  as  we 
really  have  to  take  up  the  loan  for  this,  I  have  often  thought 
and  asked  myself  if  there  perhaps  would'nt  be  a  good  idea 
to  try  to  come  in  contact  with  Swedish-Americans  who  were 
interested  in  this  kind  of  research  and  were  in  the  state 
to  give  it  some  econlmic  help.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  future 
for  our  intended  completion  of  the  "History  ot  the  clergy 
of  the  Strangnas  diocese"  seems  very  dark,  indeed. 

Besides  the  story  about  Petrus  Jonae  I  send  you  some 
articles  that  have  been  precursors  to  the  real  work.  In  "Den 
aldre  vasatidens  prdsterskap  i  Torpa"  you  can  find  a  "simple" 
of  the  manner  in  which  the"History"is  written.  In  "Ur  Saby- 
kyrkoherden  Erik  Anderssons  Aagbok”  you  can  find  somet-iing 
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le  x*'*oX0  -uU  lo  xialalil  aai  iti^ifoioasai  le)  laltta  ’X 
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aaaooib  ea/^ymiS  lo  xbmaXo  oda  lo  rsolald  n»J7lT»  woo 
anlfawb  inaq  adj  Zma  ,xe6  •««>  oj  qo  tbiowoo  bna  ^S^f  «cil 
al  11  boA  .balaiiq  lyilatf  woo  al  ffif-^S^f  bolitni  adi  dilw 
a«  aa  ,](o»qB  ol  00  .baXXll  •vd  iei/a  qA3  loitl  u»o  ai^ 
adl  owllo  awad  I  .eldJ  idl  flj»ol  qn  a:ia;r  ol  awad  xXIbrz 
a*bl  booa  *  ad  jfl'bXuow  aqadiaq  aiadl  11  llwircB  badaa  boa 
alow  odw  aaaciinoLA>dalbo»8  dilw  loaiooa  lU  9aoo  ol  nl  oJ 
alata  9di  ol  aiaw  boa  doiaaaai  lo  balit  nidi  ni  baJaoialAl 
/I/ll  adl  iiUuxj  wdl  IXaJ  o7  .qiad  oldt/iooa  mob  ll  aria  ol 
-adl  lo  x*ioiBlH*  adi  lo  jaolialqooo  t^bUf^iol  too  toI 
.baabol  .dial)  xiow  aoaaa  ■aaaooib  niU  lo 

a«oo  BOX  itoaa  X  a«aot>  aoiiaX  ii/oda  x^ola  mIi  oablaaS 
I”  nl  .diow  lam  ‘‘di  ol  moaivoaiq  osad  twad  luifl  oaXoliia 
[•ao*  a  bill!  oao  uorq  *00107  1  qadaioiaJliq  aoabliaaav  aiblB 
due  lO'  oJ  .oailiTw  ol^xiodrtifioadl  doida  ol  laflnaai  odJ  lo 
tol.  iwBoa  bail  oav  aox  aoceaiaboA  ilij  oabinlodTii 
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about  Petrus  Jonae  (underlined  passage  on  page  ?)•  Furthermore,  Dr  E. 
H.Bergqulst,  curator  of  SBdertalJe  Musetun  and  born  in  Strangnas,  there 
is  a  little  book,  called^Strangnas  domkyrka",  printed  19^7.  In  it 
there  are  scores  of  good  pictures  of  StrHngnas  cathedral.  It  costs 
about  15  Sw.Crw.  or  3  US  dollars.  You  can  get  it  through  Ivar 
Schnell,  abovementioned. 

Finally;  from  which  of  the  children  of  Petrus  Jonae  do  you  descend? 
To  be  honest,  I  am  very  curious  about  it! 

Can  I  help  you  mere  -  welcom 
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(Called 

Bishop  Petrus  Jonae  Helsingua  (Per  Jon.a33on)s"The  rock-man" 

•^Simon-Pfctrui!) 

Bom  In  1530  In.  the  Swedish  county  of  Helsingland.  Died  4/12 
1607,  at  OJi  age  of  69-^  years,  in  Strangnas,  where  he  was  buried 
in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral  chiorch.  A  tomb-stone,  an  epitaph, 
where  he,  his  wifes  and  children  are  printed,  can  be  found  in  the 
cathedral,  and  a  portrait  of  him  in  the  chapter  house.  After  school 
in  Uppsala  (Sweden)  and  Trondhjem  (Norway)  he  became  an  undergra¬ 
duate  at  the  \aniversity  of  Uppsala  and  of  Rostock  (Germany).  He  was 
enrolled  in  Rostock  J 56?.  Letters  both 

by  him  and  also  letters,  in  which  he  is  me((ioned,  have  been  kept 
from  his  time  at  Rostock.  There  he  reclved  his  doctoral  degree  or 
"maglster  aftium"  IO/9  I567.  Upon  his  return  to  Sweden,  he  was 
employed  as  a  lecturer  at  Uppsala  university,  then  as  a  professor. 

A  summary  of  his  lectures  concerning  the  primacy  of  the  pope(<nave 
been  kept.  His  theology  was  evangelical-orthodox.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  appeared  as  one  af  the  strongest  opponents  to  the  religioiis 
programme  at  that  time,  suggested  by  the  reigning  king, Johan  III. 

'■^hls  king  was  a  son  of  Gustav  Vasa  and  was  married  to  the  roman 
catholic  princess  Katarina  Jagellonica  from  Poland.  King  John 
wanted  to  remake  the  Swedish  lutheran  church  into  a  semi-catholic 
church  and  gave  all  his  efforts  to  this  end.  He  persecuted  his  op¬ 
ponents  phanatically.  The  first  wife  of  Petrus  donae,  Bengta  H&kans- 
dotter  (Benedicts  Haquini),  has  in  a  ahmsult  paper,  written  shortly  be 
fore  her  death,  told  about  the  many  sufferings  of  the  family  during 
the  reign  of  John  III.  For  instem.ce:  Petrus  Jonae  was  thrown  into 
Jail  now  and  then.  His  salary  was  not  paid,  and  the  family  starved. 
Finally,  the  king  threatened  to  exile  him  and  put  him  on  an  island, 
where  the  russians  should  find  him  and  kill  him.  Petrus  Jonae 
eaoaped  from  his  jail,  and  his  wife  shortly  followed  him,  hunted  like 
a  wild  animal  by  the  men  of  the  kip g, They  must  leave  their  children 
behind,  whithout  ever  having  the  hope  to  see  them  again. Through 
the  benevolent  of  duke  Charles  (hertig  Karl),  the  brother  of  the 
king  -  who  was  not  oriented  towards  Catholicism  as  his  brother  king 
John,  -  Petrus  Joaae  was  helped  over  to  Germany  (the  flight  ging 
througli^°^''^^y’)»  finally,  after  many  dangers  and  efforts,  the 

family  could  follow  and  join  him  there.  During  one  of  the  travels 
abroad  at  that  period,  duke  Charles  met  Petrus  Jonae  in  Germany 
and  suggested,  that  )ie  and  his  family  should  follow  hitm  back  to 
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Sr\f  ii»ia  •tflals.TieliOi  lo  ^Jntioo  ctel^sve  al  nt  ino8 

ei««  f»d  <ii»{iv  .Biinsniii^S  al  ,rxfl9X.4ed  r^o  oa  ^a  ,^r 
,rfqa»lq»  aa  *9noJa-(JmaJ  A  .dovrdo  InbsdJso  adl  ^o  liodo  -sdi  nl 
adJ  al  faurbl  o<r  nao  .r>i»^aliq  vsb  a-^Mido  &iu  oe^iw  eld  ,9d  endv 
Xoodoe  t**31A  .»€tsrod  To^qAdo  otOol  aid  Tt©  JiB-rj*z©q  a  im*  .Xa'XJbodtfeo 
oa  eaaoerf  ad  (xawioH)  aHriAnoiT  Ana  (naAaWe)  eXaeqqU  al 
aav  »B  .(-^naaiaO)  jfoo^eofl  1©  Aaa  f^IaaqqO  U  adj  *a  a^awA 

dJod  nmmM,ntd^ma^  ^Jl&a. Jip*  dooJeofl  al  AalXo-xn© 

Jqai  naad  ©rad  .AonoiipB  ei  ©d  da/da  ni  ^e^^laX  oaXa  Ana  aid  x<f 
to  Xato^ooA  eld  A©t1o©*x  ©d  ©ladT  .doo^eofi  ia  ©alj  eld  aot^ 

BO©  ad  ,a9Ao©e  ol  an;lt©T  nld  m>qU  .V^f  9\or  •auuIJia  lejel^" 
.tOB^l^q  a  ea  nadJ  .x^^BtBTlnx;  aiaeqqU  ^a  ztrwfotl  a  ea  A©\oXq«© 
©▼a^^oq  axU  lo  x^Aaiiq  ©dd  Boi^tooneo  aa<3ado©X  ©Id  1©  xxaMUie  A 
lo  toJiaa  a  ©A  .xoAoddto-XaolXa^v©  eat©  tJloXoMl^  elH  .Jq©n  aaod 
uxol^llri  ndS  07  ©Tn^noqqo  daa^ootla  odi' la  eoo  aa  Aexeeqqa  ©d  doal 
.IIJ  nado;.»;inlj(  anXnsX*«  ©dd  qd  A9dei>3^  ,©«ld  dadl  la  ©■Batjotq 
oaao-i  «.dj  of  b©lna®  ba©  Ana  aaaV  raliuK)  lo  noe  a  ea©  j^tld  olifl 
adot  anJJ  .AnaXol  aoil  aolnoiXojiat  aaiiaial  aaaonlTq  olXodJao 
olXodlao-iana  a  ©3al  doindo  aa^fitljul  deiAave  ©xw  ©daa©t  oJ  Aalaa© 

-qo  ©id  Aelifooetoq  oH  ,Aaa  aldl  ai  ritoH©  eld  iin  ©aaj  Ana  dowxd© 

lo  tfttw  iomiX  ©dr  .xXlaollaiiaiVi  alxiaxwq 
XilTorie  aailli©  ,ioqaq  ©Md©  a  nX  a«d  .(irJiqMOl  alolAooaf)  i»liob  ' 

dItixA  tXlaal  odl  lo.  aanliillua  \xuj»  *dl  luoda  AXol  ,xila©A  tad  ©tol 
oJni  naoixiJ  ea©  ©anoL  ami©*!  Xponatenl'tof  .1X1  xulot  lo  j«l©t  ©xii 
Aartaie  xXlnrl  ©di  Ana  .Alaq  Ton  ©aa'VAXae  ©IE  .nadd  Ana  ©on  Xiat 
Aii©Xal  xm  no  nid  lixq  Ana  ©Id  ©Xlxo  oi  Aenodaatdd  snld  ©xto  .Yilaall 
oanoU  ©tnJ©l  .©Id  iXli  Ana  aid  Anil  AXirodd  ©nalftoj;;*  mU  ©icd© 

X  Andnx/d  .aid  AmtoXXoI  YlTiodo  ©11©  ©Id  Ana  .Hat  aid  ©otI  Aaqaoa©  j. 
otLiido  il-idd  aaaox  Itm©  xonT.jnig  dl  lo  cmi  <idd  xd  Taaii:©  All©  a  ‘  '  l4 

d^o*xxlT.Aia;|a  ©fdr  oo©  of  ©qAd  odd  salvad  i©t»  dxxoddXxi©  .imXdad 
•dd  lo  taddoirf  wdd  ,(Xta3l  »ll-s©d)  8r.X-tadli  ©li/A  lo  dnalofaaw#  i«d} 

Bid  toxldoid  aid  •©  ©aioiXeddao  ©Ataaod  Asdxiolio  dan  ©av  orf©  -  ^Xd 
E0I3  ddElXl  add)  YoaataO  od  *i©©o  Aaqind  aa©  ©aa©!.  ©irsdal  •  «xidoli  ^ 

•dd  .©dioll©  Ana  ©teanaA  t<uuB  tadlft  .x^Xanll  Ana  .(ia»tolijj|yo^,j^ 
eX^aatJ  add  V  ano  ^nltidl  .©tedd  ©id  nlot  Ana  woXXol  AXooo  xXiaal 
YnaneO  ni  aanol>  emdel  d©©  ©©XtadD  oiub  .Aoltaq  dadd  da  Aaoida 
^  OJ  doad  ©Ad  voXXol  AXxrod©  xHtaBl  oJd  Ana  ©lA  daxid  ,A»d©«*»n©  Ana 


Sweden,  and  he  promised  that  they  should  be  proteated  by  him.  In 
1585  he  made  Petrus  Jonae  vicar  of  the  St. Nicolaus  church  of 
Nykbping,  where  also  the  palace  of  the  duke  was  situated.  During 
this  and  the  period  following  the  tension  was  even  greater  bet¬ 
ween  the  king  and  the  catholic-oriented  persons  around  him  and 
on  the  other  side  the  protestant-minded  people  in  the  county  of 
duke  Charles.  The  whole  of  Sweden  -  except  those  living  in  the 
dukedom  of  Charles  -  adhered  to  kingJohn  and  was  semi-catholic. 

The  clergy  of  the  dukedom  fa\ight  under  the  supervision  of  Pet- 
ims  Jonae  (and  the  duke)  a  very  hot  battle  of  ink  and  paper  in 
order  to  secure  the  luteran  faith. King  Johan  a tewered  by  putting 
all  of  the  clergy  in  the  dukedom  under  bann,  and  he  ordered 
that  every  one  of  them,  being  found  outside  the  dukedom, should 
be  thrown  into  Jail.  In  January  1S86  the  vicars  of  the  diocese 
of  Strangniis,  elected  Petrus  Jonae  their  bishop,  with  the  appro¬ 
ving  consent  of  duke  Charles,  a  thing  John  III  refused  to  do. 

All  to  the  effect  that  Petrus  Jonae  staged  in  NykCping  as  long 
as  king  John  lived.  It  was  only  after  tihe  kings  deathlfietrus  Jo¬ 
nae  oould  be  ordained  bishop,  2l/1  1593,  and  ho  moved  over  to 
Strangnds  on  1/5  1594.  After  the  death  of  John  III,  the  Swedish 
church  returned  to  the  pure  lutheran  faith.  It  was  at  the  big 
church  assembly  at  Uppsala  in  1593,  at  which  Petrus  Jonae  and 
his  friends  were  praised  for  their  endurance  during  the  time  of 
John  III.  After  him  his  son  Sigisraund  came  on  the  throne.  He  was 
a  catholic  eind  king  of  Poland,  before  he  became  king  of  Sweden. 

He  wanted  to  make  Petriis  Jonae  an  archbishop,  but  an  another  had 
been  elected  at  the  Uppsala  assembly  already,  Abraham  AngermJinnus, 
a  very  good  friend  of  Petrus  Jonae.  But  Sigismund  ordered  that 
it  was  Petrus  Jonae,  who  should  coronate  him  in  the  cathedral  of 
Uppsala  19/2  1594.  The  following  years  were  filled  by  hostilities 
between  Sigismund  an  his  uncle,  duke  Charles,  and  finally  there 
was  open  battles.  After  Sigismund  had  lost  the  battle  of  Stange- 
bro  (in  Sweden),  he  was  dethroied,  and  duke  Charles  became  a  king 
of  Sweden  as  Charles  IK  (Karl  IX).  Petrus  Jonae,  who  hade  the  duke 
as  a  benefactor  and  friend  during  the  days  of  Hohn  III,  lost  a 
graiit  part  of  the  friendly  relations  with  Charles,  as  he  became 
a  king,  mainly  due  the  fact  that  there  was  a  growing  gulf  bet¬ 
ween  the  swedish-clergy  and  the  suspicious  and  ravenous  Charles 
IX.  The  king  even  threatened  to  derobe  P'^trus  Jonae,  accusing  him 
of  not  giving  due  regard  to  his  office  as  a  bishop.  Vfe  can,  how¬ 
ever,  take  this  accusations  with  ease,  as  the  king  accused  al¬ 
most  every  clergyiaan  in  tlie  country  of  not  "behaving  properly". 
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ftl  .aid  x<f  ^e^a'>^(nq  otf  Mwarfc  jadj  li»alfloiq  ad  tiAjs  ^nafiawC 
lo  do-mrio  sx/alooiR.je  adi  laolv  ocuio^  ecn^a*!  alaa  ad  ^8?r 
.bajatf^ie  eav  ndi/b  ndJ  “lo  aoaXaq  adJ  oela  aradv 
-iarf  idiae^  navg  ftL'»a  qoiana^  cdJ  ^aXvoXXo'^  boliaq  odt  tarn  eldJ 
l>/u  aid  imro’ia  anorxaq  baiaaiio-oiXoddao  tdi  baa  ^Iji  ad)  aaaw 
lo  X^nuoo  edj  aX  aXqoaq  babnia-Xna^teXoiq  adX  abia  tridio  adJ  ao 
a^^^  nX  ^iTiX  aaodX  Xqsoaa  -  aabavS  to  dioilv  adl  «eaXxadO  adab 
.9iXodJao*iaae  aa»  bna  adoL^aid  oi  baiadba  -  aaXaadD  la  aoba:bJb 
-Ja*!  la  aoi8ivie<|fla  adJ  labxw  idaaal  BobaaO/b  adx  ^cS^aXo  adl 
0.1  ‘xaqaq  bJW»  doi  “So  oSSj/td  Jad  *  (adab  adl  boa)  aaaol  amt 
^iJJSrtj  x(^  ba^awfua  aadoL  ^lS,diXi}l  ooti aiaX^adl  a*iaoac  oJ  Tabio 
balab^o,9d  baa  «Baad  ‘iabaa  aobedab  add  ai  X8^<^Xo  add  to  XXa 
bbttoda^aobadab  add  obteiuo  baao^  ,Badd  to  »uip  ^aap  dadd 

aaooolb  add  lo  eoaoXa  add  d8?r  Yutunat  al  ,Xiat  Pdai  jraaodd  ad 
-piqqa  add  xldlw  ,qodaid  ilaxld  '^aao^  aundal  badpala  «eAfq|aAad8  lo 
tOb  ad  baaa^aq  III  adoU  j^idd  a  ^a^XiadO  pdub  daaaoos  sbiv 
^aoX  ea  HaiqOalxM  oi  b6<«da  aanol.  amtJa^  dadd  doalla  add  pd  IIA 
•at  aindoaxddaab  aj^att  add  nad^a  xXqo  aaa  dl  .bp^iX  adot  3|aid  aa 
ad  tavo  bavpB  od  boa  f\fS  «qodpid  baoiabTo  ad  bXi/oo  aaxi 

daibavp  add  ,HI  ndot  to  ddaab  add  ladlA  ^\f  ao  aanjiad-ide 

ftXd  add  da  caw  dl  .ddlal  oadaxlduX  a^q  add  od  baotvdai  doTi/da 
bap  aaooL  eindo^  doldw  da  )*i  aXaiqqO  da  xidaaaca  dowdo 

lo  oaid  odd  ftolnub  oouMipbao  lX^dd  loli^  ba'sdeqq  aaaw  abaainl  aid 
caw  aH  .aoo7rid  odd.  ao  aguro  bauaal^lB  aoc  aid  aid  •xad'iH  ,III  adot 
.nabawfi.  lo  joiX  ffpupd  a^.  a^olod  ip  sa.Xd  baa^piXp^dao  a 

^bad  laddana  aa  dad  ^qaifaidiftta  aa  eaaot  etrrdal  aXa«  od  badaiiw^  aB 
^aii.Tiwaiaaai  aadaidb  ,xbaaitp  xXdaaaaa  alacqqp  add  da  badoaXa  naad 
ladd  baiabito  6m/aadBlb  .paaoL  emdo**  lo  baaitJ  boa*  t^ea  a 
^o  Xa-Ttaddao  add  ai  aid  adaao^oo  biuode^rtw  *aanoL  ainio^  aew  di 
aaidiXldaod  xd  b^lXil  n^iaw  a^opXf anXwolXol  adT  $\ei  aXaeqqU 

.  artodd  xXiaai^*  baa.  ^epX'xpdO  'pfab  ^aXamr  eid  na  btwm^.iji^Q  ofiooiod 
-aa<<#d8  ■Jp^alJdad  i»dd  dapi  b«d  bdiiaeiaiS  toftA  ,eaX^Jpd  jioqo  taw 
a  baapad  t  tiliadO  -siiA  bna  ,baibTddab  caw  ad  «(noba«8  ai)  aid 
adi/b  «pd  ab<^  oriw  ,a4»aol  t<rWp*i,,(JCI  Jia|)  n^olxatlp  ia  aabaw8  la 
a  dcoX  «ln  odoB  Ip  cijab  add  a^Jidb  baa  i}doalaa9d  a  aa  •. 

aaaa-d  ad  sn  »oaIirdO  ddiw  aaoldaXoi  x^baai-rt  add  lo  diaq  ddaxi 
-dod  IXiqj  s^lwoTJb  a  ouw  9i«vdd  dndd  doel  add  aab  xXniaa  .jioli  a 
eaXiadO  atronaiai  ^na  eaoioiqpac,  yiJ  baa  ijt'X‘->Xo.dplba*B  add  aaaw 
aid  AbJ'^tfpoa  .paapt  tind«B  adop^b  ad‘bHaada*v}dd  a^l^  >tAid  ftdT  .JTT 
'Wod  »aao  ap  .qodaid  a  aa  qoillo  ,oi^  oj  b^aj^oi  fuib  paivii^  ^pa  lo 
-Xa'iaiacoa  jinJd  add  aa  ,9aaf>  ddia  Piit>J  daoirboa  aldd  adad  ,w«na 
.  Yiiaquwq  staJiadad**  jpa  lo  )pdtu/oo  a<{J  ni  CivaxAl^Xo  X**^'^  daoa 


A  long  legend  har  been  kept  from  the  last  days  of  Petrus  Jonae  and 
of  his  death.  The  vicar  of  the  toim.  of  Strangnas,  Josepbfus  Matthias 
Fougdonius,  is  the  author.  We  are  told  that  the  bishop  the  last 
y^ar  was  suffering  from  a  severe  headache  and  "weaknes  in  his  chest 
and  throat".  He  have  his  last  sermon  All  saints  day,  and  his  voice  was 
then  very  weak,  'ffhen  he  understood  that  he  was  about  to  die,  he  ga¬ 
thered  his  folk  and  the  vicars  in  the  vicinity  and  talked  to  them 
about  such  things  he  wante^^^o  remember  for  the  future,  faith  and 
orders  etc.  During  his  illness,  he  was  never  told  to  deplore  him¬ 
self  or  groan  and  he  died  ;^eacefully,  as  he  had  only  gone  to  sleep. 

At  the  at  that  time  called  "Likprocessen"  (death-process)  one  of 
the  clergy  leiivered  a  short  sermon  or  speech,  in  which  he  praised 
the  benevolence,  the  studioushess  and  shappness  of  thoii^t  and 
witticism  the  bishop  hall  had  in  his  lifetime.  His  seal  hade  the  in 
the  books  of  Moses  mentioned  snake  on  the  cross,  that  was  in  the 
church  ad  old  symbol  for  the  crucified  Christ. 

Petrus  Jonae  was  married  two  times:  l)  4/12  I568  with  Benkta  H&- 

kansdotter  (latin:  Benedicta  Haquini),  Who  hade  before  been  married 

to  the  vicar  of  Uppsala,  magister  Ericus  Petri  Stockholmensis ,  during 

one  year.  Her  forst  wedding  had  been  in  Stockholm.  She  died  -  before 

29/10  1604  -  in  Strangnds  very  quickly,  and  she  was  buried  in  the 

family-timb  in  the  cathedral.  He  married  2)  Sigrid  Olofsdotter,  a 

In  Sdaermanlandy  ^  ^  , 

daughter  of  the  vicar  of  kjula^^-'Tnraas  Erici.  She  then  remarried  three 

times  a. Israel  Olaui  Forte lius, dean  in  Linkdping,  b.Micolaus  Grubb, 

lektor,  Linkdping,  c. bishop  Jonas  Petri  Oothus,  Linkdping,  okt.l62;5, 

On  the  epitaph  in  the  church  in  Strengnas  both  Petrus  Jonae  as  well 

as  his  wives  and  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daiighters,  are 

shown.  Of  these  I  only  know  three  by  their  name.  They  are  those 

three*  Bengta  HAkansdotter  talks  about  in  the  aboeementioned  paper 

j 

from  her  hand. 

1.  Brita  Persdotter,  married  to  the  mayor  of  Nykdping  Erik,  Larsson. 
Their  daughter  Anna  was  married  29/IO  l604  to  the  vicar  of  Nykdping 
Isaacus  Birgeri  Rothovius,  wh6  died  as  bishop  in  Abo  (Finnland)  10/2 
1692.  The  sermon,  when  Rothovius 

had  Anna  married,  was  printed  and  was  given  to  the  guests,  among  them 
the  grandfather  of  the  brida,  bishop  Petrus  Jonae.  That  was  the  cus¬ 
tom  of  the  time. 

2-  MagiStpr  Jonas  Petri  (Petrejus)  Ubsaliensis,  who  was  born  in 
Uppsala  and  I596-I6O3  studied  at  (Jreifswald,  Frankfurt  an  der  Oder 
and  Marburg  (all  in  Germany).  At  the  time  of  the  wedding  of  his 
sisters  daughter  was  he  principal  of  the  school  of  Orebro  (Narke, 
Sweden,  Strangnhs  dioeces).A3  I  see  it,  he  is  identical  with  master 


bna  •enot  coi:f9H  lo  aval>  ikel  f>dt  Binl  7qo:f  Oftod  tad  ba«;|«X  saol  A 

MidJdrJI  tuQlqoatl  lo  oto#  tdS  to  'xaoit  -niJT  .dJasb  Btld  to 

Jeof  «d^  ({odaid  •aU  t»d3  tlot  •*ia  9W  .*tod7i:;o  adj  el  ^evfoobittrot 

laado  eld  nt  eandsow"  bos  edoabaed  eTerea  a  Boit  aaldattoa  «ir,»  la^x 

la*  aolov  aid  baa  ,xab  alnlaa  iXA  aoa'xae  j^eaX  eld  «vad  aH  ."tao-rdl  boa 

-ajk  ad  ttfodn  «a«  «d  lad^  boodnrrobmr  ed  and*  .daa«  T»aT  aodd 

aadl  otf  badlal  fcaa  'jdl  oi  e*iBO|»  adl  baa  dlot  aid  bovedl 

bfia  dJlel  ^a^lot  add  lot  of^^Btaa*  ad  v^lAi  dcoa  9aoda 

-aid  a^oXqai  ol  bloi  davoo  oaw  *d  ,attaaiXi  eld  ^biaG  ,oio  vroMo 

.qaala  ol  oao^  Xlao  tad  ed  aa  ,qi£xft»oa«4  bait  ad  baa  (laodi  to  tXo« 

to  oao  (ea9&o^q->d4aob)  ^oaeeeooiqdU”  boXXao  mti  iatU  la  add  lA 

baalaiq  nd  doldo  ai  .doftaqa  -ra  aoaiae  idoda  a  baiavlXal  q^iaXo  adl  » 

baa  ld$uodl  to  aaaaqqada  baa  ecaau/oXbdle  «U  isoaftXovaaed  adl 

oi  «di  ebad  Xaae  alE  .aailattX  aid  «!  bad  Had  qodald  adl  deJoilllv 

adl  ai  ee*  lodl  «B8e’to  edl  oo  oiaaa  baooliaaa  eoaoU  to  adood  adl 

•  l8i*ul!)  beltidtrso  add  lat  Xoda^  bXo  Aa  dorado 

-in  dll*  0d^r  Sl\a  (f  taaflil  e«l  balrrac  «a*  eaao^  aarioq 

belTxra  caad  aiotsd  abad  odV  «(lniapaB  aloibeaafl  :nllrX) ^roilobenad 

aairab  ,elenf«XQddoolfi  d-rl"^  euoi-tS  maTj^  .aXaaqqU  to  raoi*  Mil  ol 

•rotnd  -  baib  edS  .aXoddoolS  at  a*ed  bod  j^lbbew  larot  inH  (r**^  ^ao 

adi  at  b*'l*u/d  aav  !ida  baa  .^idolap  qi**  ainjaarlE  ol  -  oodf  Or\f>S 

a  .lailobetoiO  blrjMfi  rfaaJ-XXloet' 

••rdi  bairraaer  amU  adS  .  1  to  laotr  vtU  to  reidbaab 

.ddtrrf)  BaaloolH.d  .aolqbdoia  at  aaob.eirlXalrot  laaXO  Xaaaal.a  aosli 

«(Sdi.i)lo  ,£alqbdoU  «aadioO  inlet  oaaob^qoriotd.o  ,nold«X 

XX««  aa  oaaol  etniat  dlad  aloNoitnie  oi  doxudo  I'dltoi  dqaliqe  *dJ  nO 

era  ,ereait^ab  root  boa  aaoa  o*l  t097bli/iii  xla  baa,  aorhr  aid  aa 

eaodi  ora  qodl  .aaao  rlodl  qd  tarcdl  *on<  qlao  1  aandi  10  .ovode 

reqaq  b»noilo««aai^da  odl  oi  itfoda  r^AXal  ‘loliiibaaadid  bIeomI  '^vendl 

*' '  .toad  vsi  aont 

.aooan«>J  >lrl  stdlqddqll  laqaa,  tdl  oj[  boi  Tjaa  «aollobrtaH  aUi^  .t, 

SalqOJqM  to,raol*,od^  01  1*031  CiV^S^batrnaa  aa*  r  Id^uab  ti^Ft 

S\Or  (t/iaXoall}  od'A  nX  qo/taid  ea  bnib^ari*  .eiflvodlofl  Irgjnld  omjaaal 

QuivodJod  a'<dv  .noartM  odT  .i?3> 

•odl  jMtdaa  tAlaai/b  ad-^  dl  _^aviE  aa*  baa  belatnq  *0*  ^beii’caa  aaai  baa 

-Cifo  edi  ea*  ladT  .aaitob  a«niii<|  qadkiif  •abinif  »dl  to  •r«'lir''ienen}» 

t  A.  .  .'>all  Ml  to  aol 

«1  irtcff  *A«  od*  ,aienAiibodC  (cuCerlol)  ixlad  anaob 

lobO  -sab  oa  inlrtdnatl  ,bX*ircti*tf  la  bailioie  (06r«3^r  laa  ^'aXaaqiiO  1  a 

cld  to^  Halbbt**  adl  to  nmtt  erft  Ji  .(q>iaarroO  al  XXa)  brt/drsU  baa  a 

.n^ndtf)  ond*iD  to  iaodoa  ’idb  to  Xat|ionl*iq  t»rt  or*  reldljMiab  etolaf*  ff 

neliaa  dll*  iaolianbi  «i  M  ,11  »aa  I  *A.(a*uooib  aowianib  )ott**e 
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John,  who  was  vicar  of  Balinge  and  Tystherga  in  Sadermnnlnrid,  Strong- 
nda  diocese,  and  who  is  said  to  have  died  l!)eforeJl609  (vicar  I607  and? 
I6O8).  The  widows  name  was  perhaps  Elisahet  Nilsdotter  Tungel  from 
NykOping. 

3*  Karin  Persdotter.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  her  except  that 
her  mother  mentions  about  her  in  he  papers. 

And  I  do  not  know,  if  Petrus  Jonae  had  childr-^n  with  his  second 
wife.  A  child  of  Bengta  Hakansdotter  died  in  the  days  of  John  III 
in  Uppland. 
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BISHOP  ISAACUS  ROTHOVIOUS 


We  are  indebted  to  Professor  Sven  Goransson  of  Uppsala  University 
for  procuring  in  our  behalf  a  published  work  of  383  pages  .  It  is  a  refer¬ 
ence  book  concerning  the  life  work  of  our  Isaacus  (Isak)  Rothovious  ,  it  is 
the  result  of  a  great  effort  by  Martti  Parvio  who  has  assembled  information 
gleaned  from  more  than  150  authors  who  have  written  about  this  dynamic 
educator . 

That  Parvio  has  accomplished  a  magnificent  task  cannot  be  denied, 
but  that  which  overshadows  his  effort  is  that  such  a  large  number  of 
authors  should- have  chosen  Isaacus  Rothovious  for  their  subject.  Isaacus 
Rothovious  was  married  to  a  granddaughter  of  Petrus  Jonae  and  although 
this  book  is  dedicated  to  the  latter,  no  one  should  discount  the  stature  of 
the  former.  It  is  possible  in  light  of  this  latest  information  that  a  volume 
could  be  devoted  exclusively  to  this  distinguished  forebear. 

The  book  we  have  received  is  written  in  German,  Swedish  and  Fin¬ 
nish,  the  latter  language  Comprises  the  great  bulk  of  the  work.  Because 
no  competent  I'innish-American  translator  is  known  to  us  at  this  moment 
and  because  a  work  of  this  proportion  will  require  weeks  of  time  to  assess, 
we  find  it  impossible  and  impractical  to  make  the  slightest  evaluation.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  translation  will  be  made  when  the  opportunity  is  prevalent 
and  that  this  stupendous  work  will  be  preserved  for  possible  dedication  in 
the  continuation  of  "This  Is  Our  Life." 

The  pages  that  follow  are  reproductions  made  from  the  book  compiled 
by  Martti  Parvio.  Attention  is  called  to  the  upper  picture  of  Isaacus 
Rothovious,  on  the  thumb  of  his  left  hand  may  be  seen  a  ring  which  we 
believe  was  worn  for  the  sole  use  as  the  seal  of  his  office.  The  imprint 
of  the  ring  in  the  warm  wax  on  important  letters  and  documents  left  no 
doubt  as  to  their  authenticity,  the  impression  of  the  ring  is  shown  herein. 
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Esitetaiin  Helsingiii  Yliopisloii  Teologisim 
Ticclc'kiiniiaii  suostiiimiksfll.i  julkiscsli  tar- 
kastcUavaksi  hicntosalissa  XII  loiikokuiiri 
2ii.  piiiviiiia  1959  klo  12. 


ZUSAMMENl-AiSSUNG: 
ISAACUS  ROTHOVIUS 
BISCIIOF  ^'ON  TURKU 
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Kuva  2  (Helsingin  yliopiUo) 


Rothoviusta  esillavid  inuolokuvla  I7(J()-luvulla. 
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Rothoviuksen  kiinalanuytc  ja  niinikirjoitiis 
(kk.  24.  W.  1031,  I  IV  I,  TT.4). 
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